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the  Treasury,  with  correspondence,  relating  to  the 
security  and  collection  of  ihe  revenue  in  -  -     14      82         1 
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CaliAmia  and  Oregon.  Reports  of  Generals  Smith  and 
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Coast  survey,  showing  the  progress  of  that  work  during 
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jtive  tp  suits  instituted  in  -  •  •    14      78 

Cuba,  or  soQie  of  the  provipces  of  Mexico.  Proclama- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
poiTQspondence  in  relation  to  an  armed  expedition 
ifor  the  invasion  of  -  -  -  -1 

Cuba.  Correspondence  of  the  several  heads  of  detpart- 
ments,  in  relation  to  alleged  revolutionary  move- 
.mentfiin    -  •  .  -  -  -    13 

'Cumberland  dam.    Report  and  estimate  of  Lieutenant 
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Deaths  in  the  United  States  squadron  on  tljte  cosist  of  Af- 
rica, and  the  apniial  cost  of  that  squadron^  State- 
ment of  the  number  of      -  -  -  -    10      40        1 

IMences.     (See  Frontier.) 

Denmark.  Correspondence  with  the  Danish  legation,  in 
relation  to  fitting  out,  in  New  York,  the  American 
steamer  *^  the  United  States,"  with  intent,  as  al- 
leged, to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  central 
governmentofGermany,  in  its  war  against  -      1        1      49 

Disbursementa  of  the  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the 
State  Department,  including  foreign  missions,  du- 
ring the  year  1849,  Statement  orthe        -  -    10      ?0        I 

DibbursemeHts  made  ibr  the  benefit  of  the  Indians.  State- 
ments of    -  -  '  -  -  -    10      41        1 

Bi9iiii$8ioDs.    (See  Navy.) 

Uistrict  of  Colui9|i>ia.    Keport  of  the  sginual,  expenses,  hx 

the  last  teli*years,  6f  the  judiciary  of  the  -  -    13      54        1 

Ihity  pn  British  produce  or  manufactures.  Correspond- 
ence with  the  British  rainister  in  relation  to  an  in- 
crease of   -  -  -  -  -  -    10      36        1 

E. 

£lactrp-magnetic  power  as  a  mechanical  agent  for  the 
purposes  of  navigation  and  locopiotion.  Report  of 
Profefssor  rCharles  G.  Page^  relative  to  his  experi- 
ments for  testing  the  cs^pacity,  &c.,  of  the  -      1        1     445 

Electro-magnetic  power  as  a  mechanical  agent  for  the 
purposes  of  navigation  and  locomotion.  Report  of 
Charles  G.  Page,  relative  to  -  -  -    13     ,61        I 

El  Paso,  from  Fort  Smith  to  Santa  Fe,  by  Captain  Marcy ; 
of  an  expedition  into  the  Kavajo  country,  by  Lieu- 
tenant  Simpson;  and  of  an  expedition  on  the  west- 
eraftontier  of  Texas.  Reconnaissances  of  routes, 
by  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Johnson,  and  others, 
fiom  San  Antonio  to  -  -  -  -    14      64        1 

E^^neers,  with  a  copy  of  P.  T.  Tyson's  report  on  the  v 

geology  of  Caliwrnia.    Report  of  the  Bureau  of 
Topographical       -  -  -  -    '        -     10      47        3 

Engineers,  in  relation  to  the  commerce  of  the  lakes, 
American  tonns^e  engaged,  and  the  number  of  sea- 
men employed-  mereon,  ^c.  Report  of  the  Bureau 
of  Topographical.  -  -  -  •  -    10      48        1 

Engineer  of  the  army,  for  1849.    Annual  report  of  the    ^^      26      47 
Chief        -  .  -  -  .  -  {1        1    200 

Engineers,  with  estimates,  for  1849.    Annual  report  of  ^^      og      49 
the  Colonel  of  the  Corps  of  Topographical  "    >  1         1     294 
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Espy's  report  I  in  relation  to  meteorolo^cal  obserrations 
and  "  rules  for  mariners."    Professor 

Estimates  for  surveys  for  frontier  defences,  military  and 
geographical,  northern  and  northwestern  lakes, 
and  the  ifnprovement  of  the  habor  at  Mobile 

Estimates  for  improvement  of  rivers  and'harbors  - 

Estimates  for  construction,  repairs,  <fcc.,  of  light  houses 

Estimates  and  plans  for  improving  the  entrances  from 
Lake  Michigan  into  Maskegon  lake,  Black  and 
Grand  rivers.  Report  of  Bureau'  of  Topographical 
Engmeers,  of        -  .  .  . 

Estimates  for  the  oflSce  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  south- 
west executive  building;  Bureau  of  Construction, 
Equipment,  and  Repair;  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and 
Hydrography;  Bureau  of  Navy -yards  and  Docks; 
Bureau  of  Provision  and  Clotliing;  and  Bureau  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery.    Aggregate  of 

Estimates  for  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  th^ 
several  bureaus  of  the  Navy  Department,  (or  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1851.    General 

Estimate  for  the  expenses  of  the  southwest  executive 
building  for  the  fiscal  year  1850-^51 

Estimate  for  the  support  of  the  navy  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  30th  June,  1851.    General 

Estimate  for  the  support  of  the  marine  corps  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  30(h  June,  1851.     General    - 

Estimates  for  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1851.    Detailed 

Estimate  for  the  pay  of  commission  and  warrant  officer 
of  the  navy,  including  the  engineer  corp?,  (Bot  on 
duty,)  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  V8ol 

Estimate  lor  the  improvement  aud  repair  of  buildings 
and  grounds  of  the  naval  school  at  Annapolis  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1851      - 

Est^nate  for  the  transportation  of  the  United  Stateis  mail, 
under  act  of  3d  August,  1848,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  30th  June,  1851    .  -  -  . 

Estimate  for  the  Nautical  Almanac  for  the  fiscal  year  of 
1860-'51,  under  act  of  3d  March,  1849     - 

Estimate  for  the  expenses  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction, 
Equipment,  and  Repairs,  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1651  .  .  .  - 

Estimate  for  the  pay  of  commission,  warrant,  and  petty 
officers  and  seamen,  including  engineer  corps, 
&c.,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30ih  June,  1851    - 

Estimate  for'incrcase,  repairs,  armament,  and  equipment 
of  the  navy,  and  for  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in 
commission,  including  fuel  for  steamers  and  tlie 
purchase  ot  hemp  for  the  navy,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  30th  June,  1851    -  ^  -  - 
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Estimate  for  the  expenditures  under  the  head  of  '^enu- 
merated contingent,"  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1861      •  -  .  -  -         ,  - 

Estimate  for  the  expenses  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and 
Hydrography  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June, 
1851 - 

Estimate  for  pay  of  officers  on  ordnance  duty  for  the  year 
ending  30th  June,  l85l    -  -  -  . 

Estimate  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  &c.,  required 
for  the  general  service  of  the  navy  for  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  June,  1851  - 

Estimate  for  the  support  of  the  Hydrographical  Office  and 
National  Observatory  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1851 

Estimatt:  for  the  support  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and 
Docks  for  the  year  ending  30th  June^  1851 ' 

Estimate  for  pay  of  officers  attached  to  the  recruiting  sta- 
tions for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1861 

Estimate  for  pay  of  officers  and  others  at  navy  yards  and 
stations  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1851 

Estimate  for  the  construction,  extension,  and  completion 
of  works  at  the  several  navy-yards,  and  for  the  ne- 
cessary current  repairs  at  the  same,  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  30th  June,  1851 

Estimate  for  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  for  the  year 
ending  30th  June,  186L  Statement  showing  the 
several  sums  which  make  up  the  amounts  of  the 
Ist  and  2(1  items  in  the  general     - 

Esiimate  for  hospitals  and  magazines 

Estimate  for  the  completion  of  the  stone  dry  dock  at  New- 
York,  aqd  for  the  completion  of  the  floating  dry- 
docks  to  be  built  at  Kittery,  Philadelphia,  and 
Pensacbla  navy  yards        -  - 

Estimate  from  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  for  the 
year  ending  30th  June,  1851,  in  addition  to  the 
balances  remaining  unexpended  1st  July,  1850. 
General    -  -  -  -  -  - 

Estimate  for  that  portion  of  the  United  States  naval  ser- 
vice coming  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Bureau 
of  Provisions  and  Clothing  during  the  year  ending 
30th  June,  1851     -  -       '     - 

Estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and 
Clothing  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1851 

Estimates  for  its  support  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  30lh 
June,  1851 ,  &,c.  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery,  with     -  -  .  -, 

Estimates  for  pay  and  subsistence  of  officers,  pay  of  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates^  of 
the  marine  corps,  and  for  undrawn  rations  aiid 
clothing,  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1851,  in- 
cluding three  months'  extra  pay,  under  resolulioa 
of  10th  August,  1848        -  -  .  - 
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Estimates  of  the  expenses  of  the  Quartermaster's  de* 
partment  of  the  marine  corps  for  the  year  ending 
•  30th  June,  1851    -  -  -  •-  -11    .759 

Estimates  for  thd  maii  service,  &c.,  during  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  June,  I  &50  -  -  -  -      1        1     776 

Estimate  of  appropriations  for  the  of&ce  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  30th  June,  1851         -  -  -      2        1       65 

Estimate  of  appropriations  for  the  surveying  department 

for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1851  -      2        1       66 

Estimate  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  I>ong  for  the  repair  of 

the  Cumberland  dam        -  -  -  -      6      14        1 

Expenditures  on  account  of  national  armories,  and  the 
'  number  of  arms,  &c.,  during  the  year  ending  30th 
June,  1849.    Statement  of  •  -  -      6      27        2 

Eiepeiiditures  on  account  of  the  service  of  the  State  De- 
partment in  1849.    Sutement  of  -  - '  -    10      30        1 

•Expenditures  from  the  marine  hospital  fund  for  the  relief  ^ 

of  siok  and  disabled  seamen.     Statement  of         -    10      31         8 

Expenditures,  under  the  head  of  contingent  expenses,  as 
settled  and  allowed  at  the  Fourth  Auditor's  office 
of  the  Treasury  Department.    Slateinent  of         -      1        1     764 

Ex})enditures  for  contingencies  of  the  various  offices  and 
bureaus  of  the  War  Department  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  30th  June,  1849.     Statements  of      -      6        9        I 

Expenditures  for  the  service  of  the  War  Department  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1849.  State- 
ment of  appropriations  and  -  -  -      6      10  •      1 

Expenses  of  the  judiciary  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Report  in  relation  to  the    -  -  -  -    13      54        1 


Finances.  Annual  report  of  the' Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  state  ©f  the      -  -  -  -      4        2         1 

First  Assistant  Postmaster  General.  (See  Postmaster 
General,) 

Florida.  Instructions  (17th  September,  1849)  of  the  Sec- 
retaries of  War  and  Interior  to  Brigadier  General 
Twiggs  and  S.  Spencer,  Sub-Indian  agent,  re- 
specting the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians  re- 
maining in  -  -  -  -  -      2        1     961 

Florida  in  1849,    (parti.)  Report  of  military  operations 

in 1        1     116 

Florida^  during  the  past  year,  the  area  occupied  by  them, 
their  removal,  <fcc.  Correspondence  in  relation  to 
hostilities  committed  by  the  Seminole  Indians  in     13      49        3 

Foreign  vessels.    iSee  Vessels.) 

Fortifications,   and    military  establishments    connected 

•  therewith,  in  1849.     Condition,  repairs,  &c.,  of  -      1        1    209 
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Fort  Smith,  in  Arkansas^  to  Sfidta  Fe,  in  New  Mexico. 
Sepoft  and  map^  1)7  Lietitenant  Simpson^  of  tlie 
Tontc  from  •  •  *  -  -      6      12        S 

Fort  Smith  to  Santa  Fe.    Report  of  Captain  Maicy 's  re-. 

csonnaissance  of  the  route  from      -  -  -    14      64  -      1 

Fourth  Auditor.     (See  Auditor.)  . 

Frauds  upon  the  IferenUe  sihce  the  act  of  1846»    State- 

mentof  measures  adopted  td  prevedt        -  -    14      79        1. 

Franklin,  relative  to  the  expedition  to  th^  Arctic  regions  . 
under  the  command  of  her  husband.  Correspond- 
ence with  the  lady  of  Sir  John      -  -  -      6        8        1 

Frontier  defences.    Estiniates  for  inland  and  Atlantic  1        1    300* 

G. 

Garcia^  from  New  Orleans,  by  the  Spanish  consul  at  that 
port.  Correspondence  relating  to  the  abduction  of 
key,  a&»-  -  -      ,      .  -  .      6      13        1 

Geological  and  mineralogical  survey  of  the  United  States 
mineral  landa  iti  Michigan,  under  act  of  M^db  1 , 
1847,  by  Charles^  T.  Jaclcscn,  United  Stirt^s  geolo- 

Est,  for  the  surrey  of  the  United  States  mii!iferal 
nds  in  Michigan:    Report  of  the  -  -r      8        1    371 

Geological  specimens  collected  in  Messrs.  Hubbard  and 
Ives's  districts  of  public  surveys  in  1846.  Cata-^ 
logueof     -  .  .  .  .  -      3        1    912: 

Geology  and  topography  of  California  and  Oregon.    Re* 

B>rts  of  Brevet  Major  General  Smith  an^  Brevet 
rigadier  General  Kiley,  with  accompanving  re* 
*  pons  of  ^.  Tyson,  ProfedSlMr  Fraser,  and  Lieuten* 

ants  Talbot  and  Ord,  in  relation  to  the     •  -    10      47        I 

Gennan  government,  and  to  securing  the  services  of  naval 
officers  of  the  United  States  in  building  up  the 
German  navy.  Coifrespondence  with  the  minister 
of  the  German  Empire:  in  relation  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a  war  steamer  at  New  York,  destined,  as 
alleged,  for  the  service  of  the        -  -  -      1        118* 

Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  ex* 

change  of  miUls.    Begulationft  adopted  by  ^      1    -    1    809 

Guano.  Report  respecting  commercial  privilegecf  extend-' 
ed  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
the  trade  in!  PeTruvian        -  -  *  •    13      69     >  I 

Guano.    Despatch  from  Mr'.  Clay,  charge  d'affaires  at 

Lima,  respeotifig  Peruvian  -  .  '        •    14      80-       1 

Gnrley,  whd  was  recently  sent  eut  by  the  government  to . 
obtaiti  information  in  resptfUt  lo  Liberia.  RepoH 
of  the  Rev.  R.  R.  ....    14'     76        I 


Hagner^  in  lelation  to  the  mode  of  manuiacturing  pentus«^ 
sion  powder  9Bd  cupa^ ^mall  andsy  &c.|  in  Fifanoe>: 
Belgium,  HoUwd^  and  Eng^d.  Report  of  Bre- 
vet M^or  P.  Y.     •  -  •.  -      1        1    374 
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Harbors  and  rivern  for  the  year  eifdingf  80lh  Jhne,  1851* 

Estimates  fer  the  impTDTement  of  -  '•-      I         1    300 

Hardchstle'stnap-of  the  valley  of  Mexico.     Report  of  the 

Secretary .  of  War,   communicaiing  Lieutenarti»  • 
:  Smith  and  -  -  .  -  -      6      11        I 

Hot  Springs  of  Arkansas.     (See  Lands.) 

Hungarian   exiles.     Correspondence  wiih  the  Turicish 
I         goverhment  on  the  subject  of  the  -  -    14      81        1 

Hungary  during  the  recent  war  between  that  country  and  ' 
Austria.  ■   Correspondence  with  the  agent  employ- 
Bd  to  visit  -  -  •  .  ^  -    W)      43        I 

Hoghefe's  description  of  the  march  of  a  division  of  the 
United  States  army,  under  the  command  of  General 
Wool,  from  San  Antonio  de'  l5exar,  in  Texas,  to  n 

Saltillo,  in  Mexico.     Captain        -  •  •    10      32    .    5 

I  •  I. 

Indians  remaining  in  Florida-  Instructions  of  17lh  Sep- 
tember, 1849,  of  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Interior 
to  Brigadier  General  Twiggs,  and  S.  Spencer,  In- 
idian  sub  agent,  respecting  the  removal  of  the 
Seminole  -  -  -  ...  -      2        I     961 

Indians  and  Indian  affairs  in  that  State.  Report  o{  7th 
'March,  1849,  of  R.  S. -Neighbors  to  Brigadier 
General  Worth,  cqaimanding  the  troops  in  Texas, 
in  relation  to         \     .       -  .  -'  -      2        1    963 

Indians  and  Indian  affairs  in  Texas.    Captain  Catlett's 

communication,  12th  May,  1S49,  and  report  of  •        . 

Commissioner  of  Indian  ASsAis,  4th  June,  1849, 

in  relation  to  the    -  -  -  *  -  -      2        1    965* 

Indians  for  a  portion  of  their  lands  in  Minnesotsf.     Ih** 
structions  to  the  commissioners,  25tb  August, 
1849,  appointed  to  negotiate  with  the  Dacotah  or      ' 
Sioux        -         ....  .  .  -21    990 

Indian^  afTairb  in  Oregon.  Extract  from  a  report  of  Gov- 
ernor Lane,  9th  April,  1848,  m  relation  to        '•      8        1    994 

Indian,  affaiirs  in  Ne#  Melxico.  Report,  1st  October, 
1849,  of  J-.  S.  Calhoun,  Indian  agent  at  Santa  Pe, 
in  relation  to  -  -  -  -  -      2        1     994 

Ibdianagentiat-Salt  Lake,  California.    Report  of  John 

Wilson      .  -  -  .  .  .21  1003 

iddian  affairb  <  in  Minnesota.    Report  of  Governor  Ram* 

sey  in  relation  to-  -.-  •  -21  lOOS 

Indian  Affairs.    Anpual  reponof  the  Oommisaionerof   •»      2        1    937 

bdiaiiiB^    Treaty  between  the  United   Slates  and*  the 

•  Navajoe  tribe  of     -  -  -  -  -11113 

Indians.    Statement  of  accounts  of  disbursements  made 

for  the  benefit  of  th«         -  •  -  •         -    10      41         1 

Indians  of  the  United  States  on  the  frontier  of  Me^icido. 
Translation  of  a  letter-from  the  Mexican  minister 

,  1  •  "^     ito  thd  Secretary  of  Stole,  -in  felation  to  the  wiKd   •-    JO      44        1 
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lodiaDs  in  Florida. dUriHg  the  pa^t  ye^,  the  area  now- 
occupied  by  them,  their  removal,  &c.  Corres- 
pondence  relative  to  hostilities  ccmmitted  by  the 
Seminole    -  -.  .  •  -  .-    13      49        1 

Indians,  forihe  year  ending  30th  September,  1S48.    Re-  .     . 

port  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  in  re- 
lation to  the  disbursement  or  application  of  moneys, 
goods,  or  effects  for  the  benefit  of  the        -  -      6        4        1 

Indians,  according  to  the  principles  established  by  the 
treaty  of -August,  1846.  Report  of  the  Second 
Comptroller  and  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  statement  of  the  claims  of  the  Cherokee 
nation  of  -  -  -  -  -  -      6        6        1 

Interior,  of  the  condition  aud  operations  of  die  Interior 
Department  during  the  year  1849.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the ,   .-  -  -  ».  -      2        11 

Interior,  with  a  statement  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  showing  the  amount  of  public 
land  originally  contained  in  each  State,  the  num- 
ber of  acres  granted  fo  each  State  ior  objects  of  in- 
ternal impfOveinent,-  the  number  necessary  to 
make  the  grants  to  each  BWe  equal  to  the  maxi-  v 
inum  pf  the  State  receiving  the  greatest  quantity, 
and  the  uiunber  Qeoessary  to  make  each  grant 
equal  in .  proportion  to  the  areas  of  each  of  tha 
several  States.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the      -  .  6      17        1 

Interior,  of  rejected  applications  Sot  pensions.    Report  df 

the  Secretary  of  .the  .  -     .•  -•      6      22        1 

Interior,  relative,  to  the  printing  for  that  department,  t^. 

port  of  the  Secretary,  of  the  -  -    10      33       I 

Interior,  communicating,  information  in  relation  to  the 
operations?  of  the  cpmmission  appointed  to  jun  and 
Boarktheboundary  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico.  Heporte  {parts  l«aiid  2}  of  the  Secretary       .  -  \ 

ofth0       .  ..  •  .  .  -    10      34        1 

Interior,  m  relatien  to  the  pubHc  knds  in  the  MUw^ukie.  ! 

land  district.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the       .  <»    10     .  46        1 

Interior,  in  relation  to  the  expense  of  tbd  judiciary  of  the 

District  oS  Colulnhia.    Report  of  the  Seeretary  of  '  ' 

the  f      ,  :  .  •  .  .  ..   13      64        1 

Int^OT,  showing  the  quantity  of  land  sold,  the  amount        •    •  > 

of  money,  reeeiiir^.  tbeiefc»r,  and  the  amount  of  in^ .  ( 

cidental  exneHses  therepa>.in  the.  years  1847,  '4S^  . 

and  '49.    fiaport  of  the  Secretary  o^f  the  ♦         .  -  :  13     63       1 

Interior,  relativei  to  the  dwamp-eoid  overflowed  land^  in  • 

1  Louisiana.     Report  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  i      r     > 
the  .  .  -         .  •  .r  •  -14      68        I 

Interior,  relative  to,  the  Hot  Springs  of  Arkanfia9.  Report.    ,  /. 

oftheSeoretaryoftbo       -)  -.  ;    i    -     :    v^U      70        1 
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IiidMn 
J  Tespectitig  the 
removal  of  tfad  Seminole  Indians  Remaining  in 
Fiorilii.  Instructions  of  the  Secretaries  of  War 
and 2       1    981 


J, 

Judiciary  of  the  District  of  Columbia.    Report  of  the 

annual  expenses,  for  the  last  teb  years,  of  the     •    13      54 

,   K. 

koscitisko  against  Alexandre  de  Bodisco,  the  Russian 
minister.  Report  ii^  relation  to  measures  taken  by 
the  3?cretalry  of  State  on  the  taemorial  of  the  great 
grandnephew  and  attorney  of  the  heirs  of  General    13      50 


Lakes,  amount  of  American  tonnage  engaged,  number  of 
^  seamen  employed  thereon,  die.    Report  of  the  To- 
pographical Bureau,  in  relation  to  the  commerce 
of  the 10      48       1 

Lake  Michigan  into  Madkegon  lake,  Black  river,  aftd 
Grand  rirer.  Reports  of  plans  and  estimates  for 
improTingUieentraQees  from       •  -  -      6      20        I 

Lands  in  the  fiilwankie  land  district.    Report  of  the 
Comikiissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  rela- 
.  lation  to  the  public  ....    lO     46        1 

Land  aold,  the  amount  of  money  received  therefor,  and 
the  amount  of  incidtotal  expenses  thereon,  in  the 
years  1847, 1848,  and  1849.  Report  of  the  quto- 
tity  of       .  .  :  .  ...    13      63        1 

Lands  in  Louisiana.    Report  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of 

&e  Interior  relative  to  the  swamp  and  overflowed    14      68        I 

Lands  surrounding  ttae  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas.    Report 
'  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  relation  to  the 
applicationi^  of  privtate  claimants  to  the     -  -    14      TO        1 

Land  C^e,  of  the  6peration8  of  that  office  daring  iJhe 
year  1849.  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General     - 2       1      IT 

Lands  sold;  of  cash,  Treasmer's  receipts,  treasury  notes, 
stock,  tcc.j  received  therefor;  of  ittcidental  ex- 

i  ~  pensies  thereon;  and  of  payments  into  the  treasury 
on  acooum  thereof,  in  me  year  1848.  Stattionent 
of  the  public         -  -  -  •  -21"* 

Lands  sold;  of  cash,  Treasurer's  receipts,  treasury  notes, 
stock,  &c.,  received  theififor;  of  incidental  ex* 
pensU  thereon ;  and  of  payments  into  the  treasury 
on  account  thereof,  during  the  first  and  second 
quarters  of  the  year  1849.    Statement  of  public  *     2       1      • 
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Lands  sold;  of  cash,  Treasurer's  receipts,  treasury  notes, 
stock,  &c.,  received  therefor;  of  incidental  ex- 
penses thereon;  and  of  payments  into  the  treasury 
on  account  thereof,  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year 
1849.    Statement  of  public  -  -  -      2        1      47 

Lands  in  the  States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
and  Arkansas;  the  number  of  acres  covered  by 
such  relinquishment,  &c.,  so  far  as  the  returns  tb 
September  30,  1849,  have  been  received  at  the 
General  Land  Office.  Statement  showing  the 
number  of  Choctaw  certificates  relinquished  to 
the  United  States  for         -  -  -  -      2        1       63    . 

Lfflds under  the  act  of  September  4,  1841,  ''to  appro- 
pnate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights."  Exhibit  of  State 
selections  of  -  -  -  -  -      2        1      5T 

Land  warrants  returned,  located  for  patents,  during  1847, 
1848,  and  1st,  2d,  and  3d  quarters  of  1839.  State- 
ment  of  military  bounty   -  -  -      2        1      66 

Land  (exclusive  of  the  16th  or  school  sections  and  post- 
poned sales)  advertised  for  sale  in  1849;  the  quan- 
tities, the  plats  of  surveys  of  which  have  been 
returned  to  the  General  Land  Office;  the  quantities 
prepared  for  market  not  yet  advertised; 'and  the 
probable  quantities  which  will  be  prepared  in  1850. 
Exhibit  of  the  quantities  of  public  -  -      2        1        68 

Lands  advertised  for  sale  since  November  30,  1848, 
showing  the  quantity  under  proclamation,  exclu- 
sive of  school  lands.     Synopsis  of  the  public       -      2        1      69 

Land  States  and  Territories,  the  amount  of  land  disposed 
of  by  sale  and  otherwise,  and  the  amoupt  unsold 
and  undisposed  of  on  the  30th  September,  1849. 
Statement  of  the  areas  of  the  several        -  -      2        1      63 

Land  claims  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  or  Interior  and  Attorney  General,  under 
the  act  of  1846,  "  providing  for  the  adjustment  of 
all  suspended  pre  emptiou  land  claims  in  the 
several  States  and  Territories,"  and  the  act  of 
1848,  to  extend  the  9aid  act.  Abstract  of  "adjudi- 
cations of  -  -  -  -  -  8        I      68 

Lands  surveyed,  &c.,  in  Iowa  and  Wisconsfn,  in  1849. 
Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Iowa  and 
Wisconsin  of  the 2        1    232 

I^mds  in  Michigan.    Report  of  C.  T.  Jackson,  United 
J     States  geologist,  and   assistants,  of  a  survey  of 

mineral      -  -  -  -  -  -      3        1    371    ; 

l^"«ds,  with  reference  to  miniss  and  minerals  in  the 
northern  peninsula  of  Michigan,  in  the  years  1845 
and  1846.     Report  of  linear  surveys,  by  Messrs. 
Burt,  Hubbard,  Houghton,  Higgins,  and  Ives,  of      3        I    803 
2 
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Lands  originally  contained  in  each  Stale;  the  number  of 
acres  granted  to  each  State  for  objects  of  internal 
improvement;  the  number  necessary  to  make  the 
grants  to  each  State  equal  to  the  maximum  of  the 
State  receiving  the  greatest  quantity,  and  the  num- 
ber necessary  to  make  each  grant  equal  in  propor  i 
tion  to  the  areas  of  each  of  the  seversd  States.  Re-  * 
port  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
OflSce,  showing  the  amount  of      -            -            -      6      17        1 

Iiiberia.    Report  of  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  who  was  re-  ^ 

ceatly  sent  out  by  the  government  to  obtain  inform- 
ation in  respect  to  -  -  -  -  -    14      75        1 

Light-houses.    Construction,  condition,  repairs,  &c.,  of       1        1     296 

Light- houses  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1851.    Es- 

timates  for  -  -  -  -  -      1        1     300 

Lopg'8.plan  and  estimate  for  the  repair  of  the  Cumber- 
land dam.     Lieutenant  Colonel    -  -  -      6      14        1 

M. 

Mail  routes,  mail  contractors,  route  agents,  local  agents, 
and  mail  messengers  in  the  several  sections  on  the 
30th  of  June,  1849.    Statement  of  the  number  of      1        1     802 

Hail  service  in  the  years  1848  and  1849.     Comparative 

statements  of         -  -  -  -  -      1         1     775 

Mail  service  ior  the  year  ending  30th  of  June,  1849.    Tab  - 

ular  statement  of  -  -  -  -  -      1        1     800 

Mails  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  Reg- 
ulations adopted  in  relation  to  the  exchange  of     -      1        1     803 

Mail  service  as  in  operation  October  1, 1849.     Statement 

of  steamboat         -  -  -  -  -      1        1     842 

Mail  service  as  in  operation  October  1,  1849.    Statement 

of  railroad   -  -  -  -  -  -    1        1     844 

Mail  between  New  York  and  New  Orleans  in  the  year 
1849.  Report  of  the  Postmaster  General  respect- 
ing the  alleged  failures  of  the        -  -  -    13      62        1 

Mail  in  steam  vessels  between  New  York  and  Liverpool 
and  Charleston  and  Havana,  Report  of  the  Post- 
master General  in  relation  to  an  alleged  non-com- 
pliance of  contract  for  carrying  the  -  -    14      77        1 

Manu&ctures  for  the  year  1849.    Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Patents  in  relation  to  arts  and     -  -      7      15        I 
(See  table  of  contents  of  the  above ,  at  page  2 
of  the  same.) 

Map  of  the  valley  of  Mexico.    (See  Mexico.) 
Marcy,  of  a  route  from  Fort  Smith  to  Santa  Fe.    Recon- 
naissance by  Captain         -  -  -  •    14      64       1 

Marine  hospital  fund  for  the*  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 

seamen.    Statement  of  expenditures  from  the      -    10      31      3t 
Marine  corps,  and  detailed  estimates  for  the  paymaster 
and  the  quartermaster  of  the  corps.    Report  of  the 
commandant  of  the  -  -  •  •     I       1    751 
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idners."    Professor  Espy's  report  of  "  Rales  for        -    12      39        1 
Ihsk^n^  lake.     (See  IxzAe,) 

ledicine  and  Surgery^  with  estimates  for  its  support  du- 
ring the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1851^  and  a 
statement  of  the  number  and  grades  of  medical 
officers  required  for  duty  during  the  same  period , 
at  home  stations  and  afloat.  Report  of  the  Bureau 
of 1        1    74a 

lessages  of  the  President.     (See  PresideiU.) 

Meteorology,  &c.    Report  ofthe  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

in  relation  to  agricultural  -  -  -  •      8      15        £ 

Hetwrological  observations,  by  Professor  Espy,  parti. 

Report  of  -  -  -  -  -  -    11      39        1 

leteoiological  observations,  by  Professor  Espy,  part  2. 

Report  of  -  -  .  .  -  •    12      39       1 

Mexican  minister,  to  Mr.  Clayton,  Secretary  of  State,  in 
relation  to  the  wild  Indians  of  the  United  States  on 
the  fiontier  of  Mexico .  Translation  of  a  letter  iOrom 
Mr.  De  La  Rosa   -  -  -  .  -     10      44        1 

Mexico.    Operations  of  the  commission  to  run  and  mark 

the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and        -    10      34        1 

Mexico.  Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  correspondence,  in  relation  to  an 
armed  expedition  alleged  to  be  for  the  invasion  of 
Cuba,  or  some  of  the  provinces  of  -  -      1        1      IT' 

Mexico  in  relation  to  the  character  and  validity  of  the 
Protocol  of  the  conferences  previous  to  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  at  Queretaro,  of  May  26,  1848. 
Correspondence  with  the  legation  of      -  -      1        1      Q^^ 

Mexico,  from  surveys  by  Lieutenants  Smith  and  Hard- 
castle.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  commu- 
nicating a  map  of  the  valley  of     -  -  -      6      11        1 

Bchigan.    L^e.     (See  Lake.) 

Bchigan,  by  C-  T.  Jackson,  United  States  Geologist,  and 
his  assistants.  Report  of  a  survey  of  mineral 
lands  in    -  -  -  -  -  -31    371* 

Ichigan,  in  the  years  1845  and  1846.  Reports,  by 
Messrs.  Burt^  Hubbard,  Houghton,  Higgins,  and 
Ives,  of  linear  surveys  with  reference  to  mines 
and  minerals  in  the  northern  peninsula  of         -      3        1     808. 

iitary  Academy.    (See  Academy.) 

bitary  bounty-land  warrants.     (See  Land.) 

Bitary  roads.     (See  Roads.) 

lifitia,  their  arms^    accoutrements,    and  anununition. 

Abstract  of  the  returns  of  the        -  -  •      6      25        1^ 

Elitia  of  the  several  States  for  the  year  1848,  under  act 
of  1808.  Statement  of  the  apportionment  of  arms 
to  the  -  --11    ^1^ 

lilvankie  land  district.     (See  Lands.) 

lines  and  minerals  in  the  northern  peninsula  of  Michi- 
gan, in  1845^and  1846,  Reports  of  linear  surveys 
with  reference  to  -  -  •  -  •      3       1    8BK? 

(See  index  to  the  above,  at  page  803  ofsam/^') 
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Mineral  lands.    (See  Lands.) 
Minnesota,  by  Brevet  Captain  Pope.    Report  of  an  explo- 
ration of  the  Territory  of  -  -  -  -    10      42        1 
Mint;  for  the  year  1849.    Report  of  the  director  of  the    •      6      21        1 

N. 

Nautical  Almanac,  provided  for  under  act  of  3d  March, 
1849.    Report  of  Lieutenant  C.  H.  Davis  relative 

to  the 1        1    443 

Navajo  country.    Report  of  Lieutenant  Simpson's  expe- 
dition into  the       -  -  -  -  -    14      64        1 
Naval  officers.    Report  in  relation  to  allowances  to         -  .13      61        1 
Naval  officers  of  the  United  States  to  aid  in  building  up 
the  German  navy,  &c.     Correspondence  in  rela- 
tion to  securing  to  the  Germanic  confederation  the 
services  of            -            -           -            -  -      1        1     118 
Naval  stations  at  home  and  abroad,  submitted  July  1, 
1849.    Statement  of  the  value  of  provisions,  clo- 
thing, and  small  stores  at             -            -  -      1        1    711 
Naval  stations;  and  also  condemned  and  sold  at  auction 
at  nkval  stations  at  home  and  abroad  during  the 
year  ending  June  30-,  1849.     Statement  showing 
the  cost  of  provisions,  clothing,  and  small  sibres 
condemned  on  board  the  various  national  vessels 
at  foreign              -            -           -            -  -      1        1    713 
Navigation  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1849.  Report  of  the  Register 
ofthe  Treasury  of  the       -           -            -  -      5        3        I 
Navy,  of  the  condition  and  operations  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment of  the  public  service  during  the  year 
1849.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the    -  -      1        1    426 
Navy,  of  transfers  of  appropriations  for  the  naval  service 
during  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1849.    Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the       -           -           -  -      6        7        1 
Navy,  showing  the  annual  number  of  deaths  in  the  United 
States  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  an- 
nual cost  of  that  squadron.    Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the            -           -           -           -  -    10      40        1 
Navy,  in  relation  to  allowances  to  navy  officers.    Report 

ofthe  Secretary  ofthe       -  -  -  -    13      61        1 

Navy,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Prof.  Charles  G. 
Page  on  electro-magnetic  power  as  a  mechanical 
agent  for  the  purposes  of  navigation  and  locomo- 
tion.   Report  ofthe  Secretary  ofthe        -  -    13      61        1 
Navy  pensioners.    (See  Pensioners.) 
Navy.    List  of  deaths,  resignations,  and  dismissions  in 

the  -  -  -  -      1        1    448 

Navy-yards,  July  1,  1848,  and  of  the  articles  received 
and  expended  from  June  30,  1848,  to  June  30, 
184\);  also  of  those  remaining  on  hand  July  1, 
1849,  under  the  direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
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straction,  Equipment,  and  Repairs.  Statement  of 
the  cost  or  estimated  value  of  stores  on  hand  at  the 
several       .--... 

Navy-yards,  for  building,  repairing,  or  equipping  vessels 
of  the  navv,  or  in  receiving  or  securing  stores  and 
materials  for  those  purposes.  Statement  of  the 
number  of  days'  labor,  and  its  cost,  from  July  1, 
1848,  to  July  1, 1849,  for  the  respective  - 

Navy-yards,  from  4th  December,  1848,  to  14th  Novem 
ber,  1849.  Abstract  of  oflFers  to  furnish  naval  sup 
plies  at  the  several  .... 

Navy-yards,  July  1, 1848,  of  articles  received  and  expend- 
ed from  June  30,  1848,  to  June  30, 1849,  and  of 
those  remaining  on  hand  July  1, 1849,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydro- 
graphy. Statement  of  cost  or  estimated  value  of 
stores  on  hand  at  the  several        ... 

Navy-yards,  chargeable  to  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and 
Hydrography.  Statement  of  the  number  of  days' 
labor,  and  cost  thereof,  from  July  1, 1848,  to  June 
30,  1849,  at  the  respective 

Navy  Department,  as  settled  and  allo^^ed  at  the  Fourth 
Auditor's  office  for  the  year  ending  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1849.    Abstract  of  contingent  expenses  of  the 

Navy  Department,  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  prize- 
money  paid  into  the  treasury  under  the  act  of 
March  3, 1849.    Correspondence  of  the  - 

Navy  Department  and  officers  of  the  navy,  and  the  gov- 
ernor of  Mississippi,  in  relation  to  the  assemblage, 
&c.,  of  persons  on  Round  island,  coast  of  Missis- 
sippi, during  the  summer  of  1849.    Correspond 
ence  between  the  ... 

Navy,  communicating  to  Mr.  Levy,  chainnan  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  the  report  of  Professor  Es- 
py relating  to  rules  for  mariners,  part  2.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the     -  .  -  - 

New  Mexico  in  1849,  (part  1 .)  Report  of  civil  and  mili- 
tary operations  in  .... 

New  Mexico,  (parts  1  and  2.)  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  in  relation  to  the  formation  of  a  Slate  govern- 
ment in     ----.- 

New  Mexico.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  relative  to  the  claim  of  Texas  to  jurisdiction 
over  part  of  -  -  -  -  - 

New  Mexico,  together  with  a  digest  of  the  votes  for 
and  against  it;  also  a  letter  to  the  late  President  of 
the  United  States  from  Manuel  Alvarez.  Consti« 
tution  adopted  by  the  inhabitants  of     - 

New  Mexico,  setting  forth  sundry  grievances,  and  calling 
upon  Congress  for  their  correction.  Communica- 
tion of  R.  n.  Weightman  accompanying  a  memo- 
rial of  the  legislature  of     • 
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-New  Mexico  and  California.  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  communicating  information, 
with  extensive  corresporidence,  in  relation  to        -      9      18        I 

O. 

Ocean  steamers.     (See  Steam  vessels.') 
.  Officers  of  the  navy.    Report  in  relation  to  allowances  to    13      51        1 

Ordnance.    Annual  report  of  the  Colonel  of      -  '">    fi      2r      fil 

Ordnance  stores.     (See  Navy  yards,)  t  o      .50      oi 

^rdnance^  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  manufacturing  per- 
cussion caps^  small  arms^  &c.,  in  France,  Bel- 
Sum,  Holland,  and  England.  Report  of  P.  V. 
agner,  Brevet  Major  and  First  Lieutenant  of  -  1  1  376 
Oregon.  Correspondence  embracing  further  information 
in  relation  to  the  formation  of  a  State  government 
in  California;  and  also  in  relation  to  the  condition 
ofcivil  aflfairsin    -  -  -  -  -    13      62        1 

Overflowed  lands.    (See  Lands.) 

P. 

"Page,  on  electro-magnetic  power  as  a  mechanical  agent 
for  the  purposes  of  navigation  and  locomotion.  Re- 
port of  Professor  Charles  G.  -  -  -    13      61         1 

Patents  in  relation  to  arts  and  manufactures  for  the  year 

1849.    Annual  report  of  Commissioner  of  -      7      15        1 

Patents  in  relation  to  agricultural  statistics,  American  agri- 
culture, agricultural  meteorology,  breadstufls,  crops, 
&c.    Report  of  the  Commissioner  of       -  -      8      15  ^    I 

'Ptyinaster  General  of  the  army,  for  1849.    Annual  report 

of  the 1        1     198 

Pensions,  showing  the  operations  of  that  office  during 
the  year  1849.  Annual  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of    -  -  -  .  -  -      2        1  1177 

•PMWHoners  in  the  different  States  under  the  several  pension 
acts  of  1818,  1828,  1832, 1836;  1838,  1843,  1844, 
February  2,  July  21  and  29,  1848.  Statement  of 
the  number  of^t-  -  -  -  -21  1180 

Pensioners  added  to  the  rolls  of  the  several  States 
since  the  last  annual  report.  Statement  of  the 
number  of 2        1  1182 

Pensioners  whose  deaths  have  been  reported  since  the 

last  annual  return.    Statement  of  the  number  of  -      2        1  1184 

Pensioners  who  have  been  paid  in  the  first  and  second 

quarters  of  1849.     Statement  of  the  number  of    -      2        11186 

Pension  agents  at  the  dates  of  their  last  returns,  on  ac- 
j     count  of  invalid,  widows'  and  revolutionary  pen- 
sions.   Statement  of  balances  in  the  hands  of  the 
several       -  -  -  -         ,  -  -      2        1  1188 

JPensioners  complete  to  November  7,  1849,    Alphabetical 

list  of  invalid  navy  -      .      -  -  -      2        1  1193 
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Pensions  during  the  year  1849.  Report  of  rejected  ap- 
propriations for       -  -  -  -      6      22        1 

Pensioners  complete  to  November  7.  1849.     Alphabetical 

list  of  persons  restored  to  the  roll  of  privateer        -      2        1  1204 

Pensions  under  the  act  of  August  11 ,  1848.     Alphabetical 

list  of  widows  who  are  now  drawing        -  -      2        1  1206 

Pensioned  under  the  actof  August  1 1;  1848"  Alphabetical 
list  of  the  orphan  children  of  oflScers,  seamen,  and 
marines  who  have  been    -  -  -  -      2        1  1215 

Peruvian  indemnity  under  the  convention  of  March,  1841. 

Report  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  -  -     13      58    .    1 

Peravian  guano.  Report  respecting  the  commercial 
privileges  of  United  States  citizens  in  relation  to  the 
trade  in      •  -  -  -  -  -    13      59        1 

Peravian  guano.     Despatch  from  J.   R.   Clay,  charge 

d'affaires  at  Lima,  respecting        -  -  -     14      80        1 

Pope's  exploration  of  the  Territory  of  Minnesota.  Re- 
port of  Captain     -  -  -  -  ^     10      42        I 

Port  of  Brazos  de  St.  Ja^o.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  relative  to  the  commerce  of  the       -    14      69        1 

Ports  of  the  United  States.  Correspondence  relating  to 
suits  instituted  in  courts  of  admiralty  against 
foreign  vessels  entering  the  •  -  -     14      78        1 

Postmaster  General  of  the  condition  and  operations  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  during  the  year  1849. 
Report  of  the         -  -  -  -  -      1        1    773 

Postmaster  General  in  relation  to  the  mail  service  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1849.  Report  of  the  First 
Assistant    -  -  -  -  -  -      1        1     791 

Postmaster  General  respecting  the  failure  of  the  mail  be- 
tween New  York  and  New  Orleans  in  the  year 
1849.    Report  of  the         -  .  -  -    13      62        1 

Postmaster  General  in  relation  to  an  alleged  non-compli- 
ance of  contract  concerning  steam  vessels  carrying 
the  United  States  mail.    Report  of  the     -  -     14      77     '  1 

Postmasters  by  the  Postmaster  General,  which,  by  law, 
only  belong  to  the  President.  Report  in  relation 
to  the  appointment  of        -  -  -  -     10      37        1 

Post  Office  Departments  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  exchange  of  mails.  Regu- 
lations agreed  upon  between  the    -  -  -      1         1    903 

President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  accf^mpanying 
documents,  in  three  parts ^  on  the  state  of  the  Union . 
Message  from  the  -  -  -  -  -      1        1        1 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  copies  of 
a  correspondence  with  the  lady  of  Sir  John  Frank- 
lin relative  \o  the  expedition  to  the  Arctic  regions  * 
u nder  the  command  of  her  h usban  d .  Message  from 
the 6        8        1 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  informa-   . 
tion  in  relation  to  the  abduction  of  Rey,  alias  Gar-    ^ 
cia,  from  New  Orleans.    Message  from  the  -      6      13        1 
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President  of  the  United  States^  commimicating  informa 
tion  in  relation  to  California  and  New  Mexico. 
Message  from  the  -  -  -  -  -      9      18 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  the  report 
of  the  director  of  the  mint  for  the  year  1849. 
Message  from  the  -  -  -  -  -      6      21 

President  of  the  United  States,  with  copies  of  the  corre- 
spondence in  relation  to  the  boundary  of  Texas. 
Message  from  the  -  -  -  -  -      6      24 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  copy  of 

the  constitution  of  California.    Message  from  the      6      28 

President  of  the  United  States,  showing  the  amount  of 
prize  money  paid  into  the  treasury  under  the  8th 
section  of  tlie  act  of  March  3,  1849.  Message 
from' the 10      36 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  copies  of 

the  correspondence  with  the  British  minister  rela-  • 
tive  to  the  trade  in  British  vessels  between  the  At- 
lantic and  Pacific  ports  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  granting  of  American  registers  to  British>buiU 
vessels  purchased  by  citizens  of  the  United  States; 
also  to  an  increase  of  duty  on  British  produce  or 
manufactures.    Message  from  the  -  -    10      36 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  postmasters.    Message  from  the  -  ^     10      37 

Pre$ident  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  transla- 
tion of  a  note  from  the  Mexican  minister  in  rela- 
tion to  the  wild  Indians  of  the  United  States  on 
the  frontier  of  Mexico.     Message  from  the  -     10      44 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  memorial  of 
Count  de  Bronno  Bronski,  in  relation  to  an  im- 
proved breed  of  silk-worms,  which  he  desires  to 
have  introduced  into  the  United  States.  Message 
from  the    -  .  .  -  -  -    13      53 

President  of  the  United  Stales,  communicating  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  military  orders  issued  to  the 
United  States  officers  at  Santa  Pe,  and  correspond- 
ence between  those  officers  and  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  relation  to  the  claims  of  Texas  to  jurisdic- 
tion over  that  country.    Message  from  the  -    13      56 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  payment  of 

the  Peruvian  indemnity.    Message  from  the         -    13      68 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
calling  for  information  in  relation  to  tlie  formation 
of  a  State  government  in  New  Mexico,  (parts  1 
and  2.)    Message  from  the  -  -  *    13      60 

President  of  the  United  States,  commuiiicattng  the  report 
of  Lieutenant  Webster  of  a  survey  of  (he  gulf 
coast  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Message 
from  the    -  -  -  -  -  -    14      66 
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President  of  the  United  States,  Telative  to  the  seaiehing 
of  American  vessels  by  British  ships  of  war.  Mes- 
sage from  the        •  •  -  -  -    14      66 

President  of  the  United  States^  relative  to  the  claim  of 
Texas  to  jurisdiction  over  part  of  New  Mexico. 
Message  from  the  -  -  -  -  -    14      67 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  commerce 
of  the  port  of  Brazos  de  St.  lago.  Message  f^om 
the  .  -  -  -  -    14      69 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  the  report 
of  the  commissioner  to  China,  made  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  carry  into  effect  cer- 
tain provisions  of  the  treaties  between  the  United 
States  and  China  and  the  Ottoman  Porte.  Mes- 
sage from  the        -  •     '      -  •  •    14      72 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the 
constitution  adopted  by  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Mexico^  together  with  a  digest  of  the  votes  for 
and  against  it;  also  a  letter-to  the  late  President 
of  the  United  States.    Message  from  the  -  -    14      74 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  copy  of 
the  correspondence  between  the  Department  of 
State  and  the  ^furkish  government,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Hungarian  exiles.    Message  from  the       •    14      81 

Preadent  of  the  United  States,  communicating  further 
information  in  illation  to  the  formation  of  a  State 
government  in  California,  and  also  in  relation  to 
the  condition  of  civil  affairs  in  Oregon.  Message 
iSromthe    -  -  -  -  •  .    13      62 

President  of  the  United  States^  communicating  inforaia- 
tion  relative  to  hostilities  committed  by  the  Semi*    . 
nole  Indians  in  Florida  during  the  past  year,  their 
removal,  Sec,    Message  from  the  -  -  •    13      49 

PiesidcRt  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  alleged  rev- 

olutionary  movements  in  Cuba.    Message  from  the    13      57 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  copies  of 
correspondence  with  the  agent  employed  to  visit 
Hungary  during  the  recent  war  between  that 
country  and  Austria.    Message  from  the  -  -    10      43 

President  of  the  United  States,  with  correspondence  in 
relation  to  the  assemblage,  dispersion,  &c.,  of 
persons  on  Bound  island,  coast  of  Mississippi. 
Message  from  the  -  -  -  -    13      65 

Printing  for  the  Interior  Department.    Report  in  relation 

to  the -    10     33 

Privateer  pensions.    (See  Pensions.) 

Prize  money  paid  into  the  treasury  under  die  8th  section 
of  the  act  of  March  3,  1849.  Statement  of  the 
amonnt  of  -  -  -  ...  •    10      35 
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Proclamation  of  the  PresWcDt  of  the  United  States,  in  ife-** 
lation  to  an  armed  expedition  for  the  invasion  of 
Cuba,  or  sorae  of  the  provinces  of  Mexico  -      1         1 

Proposals.     (See  Oontrads.) 


Quartennaster  General  of  the  army  for  the  year  1849.    ^ .         ^ 


ennaster  General  of  the  army  for  the  year  1849.    ^ . 
Annual  report  of  the         -  -  .  •  ^  a 


R. 

Railroad  mail  service.     (See  Mail  Service.) 

Reconnaissances  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Johnson,  and 
Lieutenants  Smith,  Bryan,  and  Michlor,  of  routes 
from  San  Antonio  to  El  Paso;  of  the  western  fron- 
tier of  Texas;  from  Fort  Smith  to  Santa  Pe;  and  of 
an  expedition  to  the  Navajo  country.    Reports  of    14      64 

Register  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
.  tion  of  the  States  for  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1849.    Report  of  the         -  -  -  -      5        3 

Resignations.     (See  Navy.) 

Revenue  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1846.  State- 
ment of  the  measures  adopted  to  prevent  frauds 
upon  the    -  -  -  -  -  -    14      79 

Revenue  in  California,  &c.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  security  and  col- 
lection of  the         -  -  -  -  -    14      S2 

Rey,  alias  Garcia,  from  New  Orleans,  by  the  Spanish  con- 
sul at  that  port.  Correspondence  in  relation  to 
the  abduction  of    -  .  -  -  -      6      13 

{See  list  of  correspondence  cU  page  2  of  the  above.) 

Rio  Grande.    Report  of  the  operations  of  the  army  on  the    14      73 

Rivers  and  harbors  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1851. 

Estimates  for  the  improvement  of  -  -II! 

River.     Survey,  by  Lieutenant  Smith,  of  the  Savannah      6      19 

River,  and  Grand  river.  Report  of  topographical  engi- 
neers, with  plans  and  estimates  for  improving  the 
entrance  from  Lake  Michigan  into  Maskegon  lake, 
Black 6      20 

Roads,  from  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific 
ocean.  Report  in  relation  to  surveys  of  routes  for 
military      -  -  -  -  -  -      1        I     154 

Road  from  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  to  Santa  Fe,  in  New 
Mexico.  Report  and  map  by  Lieutenant  Simp- 
son of  a    -  -  -  -  -  -      6      IS 

Round  island,  on  the  coast  of  Mississippi,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1849.  Conespondence  in  relation  to  the 
assemblage,  &c.,  of  persons  on    -  -  -     13      55 

Russian  minister.     (See  Bodisco.) 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


INDEX.  27- 

Vol.    No.    Page. 

s. 

Saltillo.     (See  Sa?i  Antonio  de  Baxar,) 

San  Antonio  de  Baxar,  in  Texas,  to  Saltillo,  in  Mexico. 
Memoir  of  Captain  Hughes,  in  relation  to  the 
march  of  the  division  of  the  United  States  army. 
under  the  command  of  General  Wool,  from  -    10      32        6 

&n  Antonio  to  El  Paso,  and  of  the  western  frontier  of 
Texas,  and  from  Fort  Smith  to  Santa  Pe,  and  of 
an  expedition  into  the  Navajo  country.  Reconnais- 
sances by  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Johnson  and 
others,  of  routes  from        -  -  -  -    14      64 

dhta  Fe,  New  Mexico,  made  by  Lieutenant  Simpson. 
Report  and  map  of  the  route  from  Fort  Smith,  Ar- 
kansas, to-  -  -  -  -  -6      12 

Santa  Fe,  and  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  claims  of 
Texas  over  that  country.  Report  in  relation  to  mil- 
itary orders  issued  to  the  United  States  ofiicers  at    13      56 

Santa  Fe.     Report  of  Captain  Marcy's  reconnaissance  of 

the  route  from  Fort  Smith  to         -  -  -    14      64 

Savannah  river.     (See  River,) 

Scott,  on  the  state  and  condition  of  the  army  in  1849. 

Report  of  Major  General    -  -  -  •      1        1      99 

Seamen.     Statement  of  expenditures  from  the  marine 

hospital  fund  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled    -    10      31 

Seamen  employed  on  the  lakes.  Report  of  the  Bureau  of 
Topographical  Engineers,  in  relation  to  the  com- 
merce, tonnage,  and  number  of     -  -  •    10      48 

Searching  of  American  vessels  by  British  ships  of  war* 

Correspondence  relative  to  the      -  -  -     14      66 

Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury.     (See  Auditor,) 

Seminole  Indians.     (See  Indians.) 

Ships  of  war.     (See  British  ships  of  tvar.) 

Silkworms  he  desires  to  have  introduced  into  the  United 
States.  Memorial  of  Count  de  Bronno  Bronski, 
in  relation  to  an  improved  variety  of         ^  -    13      63 

^n,  with  a  map,  of  the  route  from  Fort  Smith,  Ar- 
kansas, to  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico.  Report  of 
Lieutenant  -  -  -  -  -      6      12 

Slaves  denorted  in  violation  of  the  treaty  of  September  3, 
1793.  Report  in  relation  to  claims  of  American 
citizens  against  the  British  government  for  -    10      46 

Smith's  survey  and  examination  of  the  Savannah  river. 

Lieutenant  -  -  -  -  -      6      19 

Smith  and  Hardcastle.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
communicating  a  map  oi  the  valley  of  Mexico  from 
surveys  by  Lieutenants     -  -  •  -      6      1 1 

•Spanish  consul  at  the  port  of  New  Orleans.  Correspond* 
ence  in  relation  to  the  abduction  of  Rey,  alias 
Garcia,  by  the        -  -  -  -  -      6      13 

(See  list  of  papers  embra^ced  in  the  above y  at 
page  2  of  the  same,) 
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Squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  annual  cost  of 
that  squadron.  Report  of  the  number  of  deaths 
in  the  United  States  -  -  -  -    10    .  40 

Squadrons  on  foreign  stations  during  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing 30th  June,  1849.  Statement  showing  the 
value,  &c.,  of  shipments  made  by  the  Bureau  of 
Provisions  and  Clothing  to  the  respective  -      1        1 

State  and  the  minister  of  the  German  Empire,  in  relation 
to  the  construction  of  a  war  steamer  at  New  York, 
alleged  to  be  destined  for  the  German  service. 
Correspondence  between  the  Department  of  -      1        1 

State  and  the  minister  of  Mexico,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
tocol of  the  conferences  held  previous  to  the  treaty 
of  peace  at  Queretaro,  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico.  Correspondence  between  the  Secre- 
tary of       -  -  -  -  -  -      1        1 

State,  with  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  resent- 
ment of  the  indignity  offered  by  the  British  charge 
d'affaires  for  Chili,  to  the  lady  of  the  United 
States  consul  at  Valparaiso.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of       -  -  -  -  -  -      6      16 

State,  showing  the  names  and  compensation  of  the  clerks 
and  otket  persons  employed  in  that  department 
during  the  year  1849.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of    10      29 

State,  showing  the  disbursements  of  the  appropriations  for 
the  service  of  that  department,  including  foreign 
missions.    Report  of  tfie  Secretary  of       -  -    10      30 

State,  relative  to  the  claims  of  American  citizens  against  the 
British  government  for  slaves  deported  in  violation 
of  the  treaty  of  September  3, 1783.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  -  -      •      -  -  -    10      46 

State,  in  relation  to  the  measures  taken  by  him  upon  the 
memorial  of  Ladislaus  Wankowicz,  great  grand- 
nephew  of  General  Kosciusko,  and  Gaspard  Toch- 
man,  attorney  of  the  heirs  of  General  Koscuisko, 
against  AlexaMre  de  Bodisco,  the  Russian  minis- 
ter.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of     -  -  -    13      50 

State,  respecting  the  trade  in  guano.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of    -  -  -  -  -  -    13      69 

State,  relative  to  the  boundary  line  between  the  British 
and  French  possessions  in  North  America,  as  fixed 
by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  Extract  of  a  letter  from 
the  United  States  minister  at  London,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of       -  -  -  -  -  -    14      71 

State,  relative  to  suits  instituted  in  the  courts  of  admiralty 
in  the  United  States  against  foreign  vessels  enter- 
ing our  ports.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -    14      78 

State,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  despatch  received  from  Mr. 
J.  R.  Clay,  charge  d'affaires  at  Lima,  respecting 
Peruvian  guano.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of       -     14      80 
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Sue,  communicating  further  information  in  relation  to 
the  formation  of  a  State  government  in  California; 
and  also  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  civil  affairs 
in  Oregon.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -  -    13      52        1 

State  Department  during  the  year  1849.  Statement  of 
the  names  and  cobipensation  of  clerks  and  others 
employed  in  the     -  -  -  -  -    10      29        2 

State  Department 9  including  foreign  missions.  State- 
ment of  disbursements  of  appropriations  for  the    -    10      30        2 

State,  communicating  the  report  of  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley, 
who  was  recently  sent  out  by  the  government  to 
obtain  information  in  respect  to  Liberia.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -  -     14      75         I 

Steamboat  mail  service.    (See  Mail  service.) 

Steam-vessels.  Report  in  relation  to  an  alleged  non- com- 
pliance of  contract  to  carry  the  United  States  mail 
on  the  roiiies  between  New  York  and  Liverpool, 
and  Charleston  and  Havana,  &c.,  in        -  -    14      77        1 

Steamer.  Report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
struction, &c.,  relative  to  contracts  with  Mr.  R. 
L.  Stevens,  for  the  construction  of  a  war  shot  and 
shell-proof  -  -  -  -  -      1        1     446 

Stores.    (See  Navy -yards,) 

Storais.    Report  of  Professor  Espy  in  relation  to  -    11      39        1 

Suits  instituted  in  courts  ol  admiralty  against  foreign  ves- 
seb  entering  ports  of  the  United  States.  Report 
in  relation  to  -  -  -  -  -    14      78        1 

Superiotendent  of  the  coast  survey  for  the  year  ending 

November,  1849.     Report  of  the  -  -  -      5        6        1 

Surgeon  General  of  the  army  for  1849.    Annual  report  ^  j^        ^    206 

^f  *^ I  6      26      41 

Surveys  of  routes  for  military  roads  from  the  valley  of  the 

Mississippi  to  the  Pacific  ocean.     Report  of  -      1        1     154 

Survey  of  the  guli  coast,  at  the  mouth  of  die  Rio  Grande. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Webster  of  a        -  -  -    14      65        1 

Survey  of  the  Savannah  river.   Lieutenant  Smith's  report 

ofa 6      19        1 

Surveys  of  lakes,  harbors, '&c.,  by  the  corps  of  topo- 
graphical engineers,  in  1849.    Report  relating  to      1        1    294 

fcrrcyor  general  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin.  Annual  re- 
port of  the  -  -  -  .  -21    232 

Surveyor  general  of  Illinois  and  Missouri.    Annual  re» 

port  of  the 2        1    251v 

Surveyor  general  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan.  An- 
nual report  of  the  .  .  .  . 

Suneyor  general  of  Arkansas.    Annual  report  of  the    - 

Surveyor  general  of  Louisiana.    Annual  report  of  the    - 

Surveyor   general   of  Florida.     Annual  report  of  the    - 

Survey  of  the  mineral  lands  in  Michigan,  by  Charles  T. 
Jackson^  United  States  geologist  for  said  State*  Re- 
port of  a  •  -  .  •  -      3       I     371 
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Surveys  of  lands  with  reference  to  mines  and  minerals  in  the 

northern  peninsula  of  Michigan.    Reports  of  linear      3        I    811 
{See  index  to  samty  at  page  803.) 
Swamp  lands.    (See  I  sands.) 

T. 

Texas,  in  1849.    Report  of  military  operations  in  -      1        1     138 

Texas  boundaiy.     Correspondence  in  relation  to  the      -  ,    6      24        1 

Texas  to  the  jurisdiction  over  that  country.  Corre- 
spondence in  relation  to  military  orders  issued 
to  the  United  States  officers  at  Santa  Pe,  and  be- 
tween those  officers  and  the  War  Department,  in 
relation  to  the  claims  of    -  -  -  -    13      66        1 

Texas  to  jurisdiction  over  part  of  New  Mexico.  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  relative  to 
the  claim  of  -  -  -  -  -     14      67        1 

Texas  and  the  adjacent  Mexican  States  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
accompanied  by  astronomical  observations  and 
descriptive  and  military  memoirs  of  the  country. 
Report  and  map  by  Captain  Hughes  of  the  march 
of  the  United  States  army,  under  General  Wool, 
from  San  Antonio  de  Bexar  to      -  -  •    10      32        6 

Texas.    Report  of  Lieutenant  Whiting's  reconnaissances 

of  the  western  frontier  of    -  -  -  -    14      64        1 

Tochman .     (See  Kosciusko .) 

Tonnage  engaged,  <fec.  Report  of  the  Topographical 
Bureau  in  relation  to  the  commerce  of  the  lakes, 
number  of  seamen  employed,  and  the  amount  of 
American  -  -  -  -  -  -10      481 

Topographical  Bureau,  with  a  copy  of  P.  T.  Tyson's  re- 

^    port  upon  the  geology  of  California.    Report  of  the    10      47  .     1 

Topographical  Bureau  of  engineers  in  relation  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  lakes,  American  tonnage  engaged,  and 
the  number  of  seamen  employed  thereon,  &c.  Re- 
port ot  the 10      48        1 

Topographical  engineers,  with  estimates  for  1849.  An- 
nual report  of  the  Colonel  of  the  corps  of  -      1        1    294 

Topographical  engineers,  &c.,  with  a  map  descriptive  of 
the  march  of  General  Wool's  division  of  the  arftiy 
from  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  in  Texas,  to  Saltillo, 
in  Mexico.  Jtfemoir  of  Captain  Hughes, 'of  the     -    10      32       6 

Transfers.    (See  Appropriations.) 

T^dasury  on  the  state  of  the  finances.    Report  of  the 

Secretary  of  the    •  -  -  •  2       1 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Register  of  the  '' 

Treasury  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1849. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the      •  -  -  3        1 

Treasury,  of  the  disburaement  or  application  of  moneys, 
&c.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  for  the  year 
ending  September  30, 1848.    Report  of  the  Second 


Auditor  of  the 
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Treasury,  communicating  the  report  of  the  superintendent 
of  the  coast  survey,  showing  the  progress  of  that 
work  during  the  yejur  ending  November,  1849.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -  6        1 

Treasury,  with  a  statement  of  the  claims  of  the  Cherokee 
nation  of  Indians,  according  to  the  principles  es- 
tablished  by  the  treaty  of  August,  1846.  Report 
of  the  Second  Auditor  and  Second  Comptroller  of 
the -  6        1 

Treasury,  vrith  statements  of  contracts  authorized  by  that 
department,  nf  payments  for  the  discharge  of  mis- 
cellaneous claims,  and  of  expenditures  from  the  ma- 
rine hospital  fund  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  dis- 
abled seamen.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the     -  31        1 

Treasury,  with  copies  of  the  accounts  of  disbursements 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians.  Report  of  the 
Second  Auditor  of  the        -         .  -  -  -  41        1 

Treasury  in  relation  to  the  measures  adopted  to  prevent 
frauds  upon  the  revenue  since  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  1846.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie        -  79        1 

Treasury  in  relation  to  the  security  and  collection  of  the 
revenue  in  California,  <fcc.,  accompanied  by  a  re- 
port from  Gilbert  Rodman,  esq.,  special  agent. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the        -  -  -  82        1 

Treasury  relative  to  the  commerce  of  the  port  of  Brazos 

de  St.  Jago.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the        -  69        1 

Turkish  government  on  the  subject  of  the  Hungarian 

exiles.    Correspondence  with  the  -  -    14      81        1 

U. 

Duited  States  mail.    (See  Mail,) 


Valparaiso.  Correspondence  in  relation  to  the  resent- 
ment of  an  indignity  offered  at  Lima,  by  the  British 
charge  d'affaires,  to  the  lady  of  the  American  con- 
sul at        -  .  -  -  -  -      6      16        1 

Tessels  by  British  ships-of-war.    Correspondence  in  rela- 

tion  to  the  searching  of  American  -  -    14      66        1 

Tessels  entering  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  Report 
of  Secretary  of  State,  with  correspondence  relating 
to  foreign  -  •  -  -  -    14      78        1 

Tesselsin  commission  November  1,1849.  Statement  of  -      1        1    464 

Vessels  in  ordinary  November  1, 1849    Statement  of     -      1        1    466 

Vessels  on  the  stocks  and  in  progress  of  construction, 

November  1,  1849.    Statement  of  -  -      1        1    467 

Vessels  broken  up,  sold,  or  lost,  since  the  last  annual  re- 
port.   Statement  of  -  •  -  -      1        1    46S 
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Wa|ikowicz.     (See  Kosciusko.) 

Wair  steamer.    (See  Steamer.) 

War,  accompanying  the  President's  annual  message,  of 
the  operations  of  the  War  Department  during  the 
year  1849.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of      -  -      1        1      90 

War,  with  statements  of  expenditures  of  the  various  of-, 
fices  and  bureaus  of  that  department  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1849.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -      6        9 

War,  with  a  statement  showing  the  appropriations  and 
expenditures  for  the  service  of  that  department 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1849. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -      6      10 

War,  communicating  a  map  of  the  valley  of  Mexico,  from 
surveys  by  Lieutenants  Smith  and  Hardcastle. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -      6      11 

W«y,  communicating  the  report  and  map  of  the  route 
from  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  to  Santa  Fe,  New  Mex- 
ico, made  by  Lieutenant  Simpson.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -  -      6      1 2 

War,  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long's  plan  and  estimate 
for  the  repair  of  the  Cumberland  dam.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of     -  -  -  -  -      6      14 

War,  communicating  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Smith's  survey 
and  examination  of  the  Savannah  river.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  ot     -  -  -  -  -      6      19 

War,  communicating  copies  of  reports,  plans,  and  esti- 
mates for  improving  the  entrances  from  Lake 
Michigan  into  Maskegon  lake,  Black  river,  and 
Grand  river.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -  -      6      20 

War,  showing  the  names  of  all  persons  employed  in  the 
several  branches  of  the  War  Department,  other 
than  army  officers,  during  the  year  1849.  Report 
ofthe  Secretary  of  -  -  -  -      6      23 

War,  with  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  militia,  their 
arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammunition.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -  •      6      25 

W^r,  with  a  statement  of  the  expenses  of  the  national 
armories,  and  the  number  ofarms  and  appendages 
made  and  repaired,  during  the  year  ending  30th 
June,  11849.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -  -      6      27 

War,  communicating  the  report  of  an  exploration  of  the 
Territory  of  Minnesota,  by  Brevet  Captain  Pope. 
Report  ofthe  Secretary  of  -  -  •    10      42 

War^  communicating  a  report  of  the  Topographical  Bu- 
reau, in  relation  to  the  commerce  of  the  lakes,  the 
amount  of  American  tonnage  engaged,  and  the 
number  of  seamen  employed  thereon.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of    -  -  -  -  -    10      48 
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War,  communicating  reports  of  Generals  Smith  and 
Riley,  Lieutenants  Talbot  and  Ord,  Mr.  Tyson, 
and  Professor  Frazer,  in  relation  to  the  geology, 
mineralogy,  and  topography  of  California  and 
Oregon.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of         -  -    10      47        I 

War  Department  in  relation  to  surveys  of  routes  for  roads 
firom  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific 
ocean,  (part  1.)    Report  and  correspondence  of  the      1        1     155 
War  Department,  in  relation  to  military  operations  iu 

California.    Report  and  correspondence  of  the     -      1        1    156 

War,  showing  the  contracts  made  under  the  War  Depart- 
ment, during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1849.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of     •  -  -  -      6      26        1 

War,  communicating  a  map  showing  the  operations  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States  in  Texas  and  the 
adjacent  Mexican  states  on  the  Rio  Grande,  ac-  ^ 

compani^d  by  astronomical  observations,  and  de- 
scriptive and  military  memoirs  of  the  country. 
Report  ofthe  Secretary  of  -  .  -    10      32        1 

War,  with  reconnaissances  of  routes  from  San  Antonio  to 
El  Paso,  by  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  E. 
Johnston,  Lieutenants  Smith,  Bryan,  and  Mich- 
ler,  and  Captain  S.  G.  French,  of  the  quartermas- 
ter's department.    Report  ofthe  Secretary  of       -    14      64        1 

War,  in  relation  to  the  operatioas  of  the  army  on  the  Rio 

Grande.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of         -  -    14      73        1 

War  and  Interior  to  General  Twiggs,  and  S.  Spencer, 
sub-agent,  respecting  the  removal  of  the  Seminole 
Indians  remailiiing  in  Florida,  dated  17th  Septem- 
ber, 1849.    Instructions  ofthe  Secretaries  of       -      2        1    961 

War,  commnniteating  the  reconnaissance  of  Lieutenant 

Simpson  and  others.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -    14      64        1^ 

Webster,  of  a  survey  of  thd  gulf  coast  at  the  mouth  of  the 

Rio  Grande.    Report  of  Lieutenant  -  -    14      66        1 

Wetghtman,  accompanying  a  memorial  of  the  legislature    ^ 
of  New  Mexico,  setting  forth  sundry  grievances, 
and  praying  their  redress.      Communication  of 
R.  H. 14      /6.       1 

West  Point.     (See  Academy.) 

Widow  pensioners.    (See  Pensions.) 


Yaidt  and  Docks.    (See  Bureau  ef  Yards  and  Docks.) 
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On  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  the  aceompanying  re- 
ports  and  documents         .  .  .  • 

AccompaAying  doentients,  viz : 

Proclamation  relating  to  an  aimed  expedition  for  the  inva- 
sion of  Cuba l!       1      17 

Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  Sts^  arid  the 

Minister  of  the  German  Empire    -  •  -      1        1      18 

Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 

minister  of  Mexico  •  -  •  •      1        1      69 

Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War   -  -  •      1        1      9Q 

Docamtntfl  Accompanying  rtport  of  Secretary  of  War,  viz : 

Letter  from  Major  General  Scott  -  -  •  -  1 
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Report  of  the  Colonel  of  Ordnance 
Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 

Doctiments  accompanying  report  o(  Benretj^  of  the  Navy,  nz 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Davis  relative  tp>  the  Nautical  Al- 
manac      -  -  -  '- 

Report  of  Professor  Pajp  relMire  to  thQ  caj^aclty  tn4  Qp«» 
fulness  of  the  electro-miignetic  power  as  a  me- 
chanical agent       -  -    .        - 

Report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  &c., 
{Bla[tj(Vt9  to  ocmtracte  ^fi|^  tbi  .R»  ii.  Stievem^fo? 
the  construction  of  a  shot  and  shell-proof  steamer 

List  of  deaths^resignationsy  and  dbmksions  in  the  navy 

Aggregate  of  ^timates     ..... 

General  estimate  for  the  office  of  tfie  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  and  the  several  bureaus  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment   -•  -•  •'.  -11    455 

Estimate  of  the  sums  required  for  the  expenses  of  the 
southwest  executive  buUding        ^.  .  . 

General  estimate  for  the  naval  service      ... 

General  estimate  for  the  marine  corps      ... 

Detailed  eBtifinates  from  tfae.NaTjr  Diepartment     t 

Report  and  detailed  estimates  from  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
iptructioh ,'  Equipment,  and  Repair 

Report  and  detailed  estimates  froin  tbe  Bureau  of  Ord- 
nance aiid  Hydrography    -  .-  -  - 

Report  and  detailed  estimates  from  the  Bureau  of  Navy- 
Yards  and  Docks  -  -  .  .  . 

Report  and  detailed  estimates  from  the  Bureau  of  Piovi- 
vifion  atid  Clothing  .... 

Report  and  detailed  estimates  from  the  Bureau  of  Medi- 
.    ciae  and  Surgery  -  •         .  -       '    • 

Report  of  the  commandant  of  the  manJie  corps,  and  de* 
taled  estimates  from  the  paymaster  and  quarter-^ 
•       miLster  of  the  cotm  -  .... 

Statement  of  the  expenditures  under  the  head  of  contin- 

. .  gent  expenses,  as  settled  and  allowed  at  the  office 

of  the  F.ourtb  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  Department 

Statement  of  tHe  appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  viz: 

balances  on  nand  on  the  1st  July,  1848;  appro- 

.  priations  lOr  the  fiscal  year  lfe4iS-'49;  amounts 

drawn  from  the  treasury  during  that  fiscal  year, 

and  the  balances  on  hand  on  the  30th  June,  1849      1        1     7G4 

Annual  report  of  the  Postnjaster  General  -  -      1         1     773 

Documents  accompanying;  report  of  Postmaster  General,  viz : 

Report  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office  Department  -      1  1  T87 

Repoct  of  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster  General  -      1  1  791 

Report  of  the  Census  Board         -  -          -         ^  -  -1  1  851 

Annual  report  of  the  jSecr«tary  of  the  Interior     -  *    ,  2  I  1 
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Kepon  of  (he  Comiiiissicm^  df  the  Geneial  Lwd  Office      2       1      IT 

St^emenf  of  pubhc  Imnd^  a^ki;  ea^h^  Ac,  reoeived;  inci- 
dental ezpenctts  theveon^  and  pavmeiita  on  aeoonnt ' 
thereof,  in  Ihe  yesm  1(818^  and  i^,  ad>  and  3d  CS^ 

quarteTs  of  184»   -  -  •  '-  >-      9       1  ^41 

Ia7 

Statement  of  Choola;w  oertificaies  i^ttnqpiiMMd  ibf  pubMc 

lands  to  SOth  SiBptember,  1849      -  -  t        1      53 

Statement  of  aiilitary  bounty  land  wairrants  rettirned  lo- 
cated for  patents  during  1847, 1848^  md  the  Ist^ 
2d,  and  3d  quartars  of  1840  -  .  -      2       1      66 

lUiibit  c^  Staid  selections  of  land  under  act  of  4th  Sep- 
tember, 1841  .  .  .  -  .      2        1      87 

Exhibit  of  the  quantity  of  pnUie  lands  advertised  (&i  sAe 
in  1849,  the  quafiti^  for  which  the  plals  bf  survey 
have  been  returned  to  the  Oeneial  Land  Office>&c.      S-       %     '68 

Synopsis  of  public  feinds  advbstlsed  for  sale  since  30th 
November,  1848,  and  showing  the  quantity  under 
poroclamation  ejrolnnve  of  school  lands     -  ^2       I      '8t 

Statement  of  the  areas  of  the  seveial  States  and  Territo- 
ries, the  amount  of  land  disposed  of  by  S8ile>  4cc. , 
and  the  amount  ittdiaposed  of  on  the  30th  Sep* 
tember,  1849         -  -  -  -  -      2        1      63 

Estimale  of  approi»Jatio»s  required  Ibr  the  offite  of  the 
Conmiissiouer  of  the  General  Land  Office -for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1851  -  -      2        1      4t^ 

Estimate  of  appropriadons  for  the  surveying  dcqpartment 

for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  l^L  -      2        1      66 

Abetract  of  entries  adjusted  and  confirmed  undw  act  of 

August  3, 1846     *  ^  -  -  -      2        1      0» 

Annual  reports  of  surMjrms  general  a&4  acoompanying  . 

documents  --         .  -  -  •      2       1    232 

Annnal  report  of  the  Oommissioner  of  Indian  Affairs     -21    9^ 
(jSSse  sAedula  of  accompanying  fc^fers  at  page  959*)* 

Annual  report  of  the  Coinibisaioher  of  Pensions,  showing 
the  operations  of  the  Pension  Office  during  the 
year  1849  -  -  -  -  -      2        1  117T 

Sonununicating  copies  of  corsespondence  with  the  lady 
of  Sir  John  Franklin  relative  to  the  naval  expedi- 
tion to  the  Arctic  regions  under  the  command  of 
her  husband  -  -  -  -  -661 

Communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  abduction, 
by  the  Spanish  consul,  of  Rey,  alias  Garcia,  from 
New  Orleans         -  .  .  •  -    13      13        1 

Communicating  information  in  relation  to  Catifotnla  and 

New  Mexico  -  -  -  -  -      9      18        1 

Communicating  the  report  of  the  director  of  the  mint  for 

the  year  1849 6      21        1 

Coinmunicating  copies  of  correspondence  in  relation  to 

the  boundary  of  Texas     •  •  -  -      6      24       1 
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Communicating  a  copy  of  the  constitution  of  California      6     28        ¥ 

Showing  the  amount  of  prize  ihoney  paid  into  the  treasury 

under  the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  Mmh  3, 1849    10     35        I 

Communicating  copies  of  the  eocrespondence  vriib,  the 
British  minister  fehtive  to  thelrad^  in  British  reB'^ 
sels  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  ports  of  the 
United  States/  and  the  granting  of  American  regis- 
ters to  British-buili  vessels  purchased  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States;  also  to  an  increase  of  duty 
on  British  produce  or  manufactuie»  •  •    10      36        I 

In  relation  to  the  appointment  of  postmasters  by  the 
Postmaster  General,  which  belong  only  to  the 
President 10      37        1 

Communicating  copies  of  correspondence  with  the  agent 
employed  to  visit  Hungc^  during  the  recent  war 
between  that  country  and  Austria  -  -    10     43       I 

CQiamunicatin|[  the  translation  of  a  note  firom  the  Mexi- 
can minister  in  relation  to  the  wild  Indians  of  the 
United  States  on  the  fiontier  of  Mexico    -  •    10     44        I 

CcMXimunicating  information  relative  to  hostilities  com- 
mitted by  the  Seminole  Indians  in  Florida  during 
the  past  year,  their  removal,  &c.  -  -  -    l^     49        I 

Transmitting  a  memorial  of  Count  de  Bionno  Bionski^. 
in  relation  to  an  improved  breed  of  silk-worms,, 
which  he  desires  to  have  introduced  into  the 
United  States i3      63        I 

Commumcatiog  further  information  in  relation  to  the 
formation  of  a  State  government  in  Califomia,  and 
also  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  civil  affiius  in 
Oregon      -  -  -  -  -  -    13     52        1 

Communicating  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  assem- 
blage, dispersion,  d&c,  of  persons  on  Bound  is- 
laou,  coast  of  Mississippi  -  -  -  •         -    13      65        I 

In  relation  to  cdleged  revolutionary  movements  in  the  is- 
land of  Cuba        -  -  -  .  .    13      67 

In  relation  to  military  orders  issued  to  the  United  States 
officers  at  Santa  Pe,  and  correspondence  between 
those  officers  and  the  War  Department  in  relation 
to  the  claims  of  Texas  to  jurisdiction  over  that 
country      -  -  -  -  -    13      56        I 

In  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  Peruvian  indemnity     -    13      58        1 

In  answ^  to  a  resolution  calling  for  information  in  rela- 
tion to  the  formation  of  a  Slate  government  in  New 
Mexico,  (parts  1  and  2)     -  -  -  -    13      60        I 

Commuaicating  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Webster  of  a 
survey  of  the  gulf  coast  at  the  mouth  o£  the  Rio 
Grande      -  -  -  -  -  -    J4      65        1 

In  relation  to  the  searching  of  American  vessels  by  British  . 

ships  of  war  -  -  -  -  -14      66^1 

In  relation  the  claim  of  Texas  to  jurisdiction  over  part  of 

New  Mexico 14      6T        1 
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In  relation  to  th  e  t^ommerce  of  the  port  of  Brazos  de  St.  lago    14      69        1 

CommnnicatiDg  the  report  of  the  CommissioDer  to  China, 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  act  to  carry  into  effect 
certain  provisions  of  the  treaties  between  the  United 
States  and  China,  tind  the  Ottoman  Porte  -    14      72        1 

Transmitting  a  copy  of  the  constitution  adopted  by  the 
inhalHtants  of  New  Mexico,  with  a  digest  of  the 
votes  for  and  against  it;  also  a  letter  from  the 
members  of  the  convention  to  the  late  President 
of  the  United  States         -  -  -  -    14:    74        1 

Communicating  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  Department  of  State  and  the  Turkish  govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of  the  Hungarian  exiles  in 
Turkey 14      81        1 

REPORTS  FROM  TH£  8ECRETART  OF  STATE. 

Communicating  correspondence  between  the  Department 
of  State  and  the  minister  of  the  German  empire^ 
in  relation  to  the  construction  of  a  war-steamer  at 
New  York^  alleged  to  be  destined  for  tiie  German 
service       -  -  -  -  -  -11      18 

Conmninicating  correspendence  between  the  State  De- 
partment and  the  Mexican  minister^  in  relation  to 
the  protocol  of  the  conferences  held  previous  to  the 
treaty  of  ^aoe  at  Queretaro  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  -  -  •  -      1        1      69 

With  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  resentment  of 
the  indignity  offered  by  the  Bptish  charge  d^af- 
laireB  for  Chili  to  the  lady  of  the  United  States 
consul  at  Valparaiso  •  -  •  -      6      1^        1 

Showing  the  names  and  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
other  persons  employed  in  tiie  State  Deparmient 
during  the  year  1849    •     -  -  -  -    10      29        1 

Showing  the  disbursements  of  the  aj^nropriations  for  the 
service  of  the  State  Department,  including  foreign 
missions    -  -  *  -  -  -lOSOl 

In  relation  k>  the  claims  of  American  citizens  i^ainst  the 
British  ffovernment  for  slaves  deported  in  viola« 
tion  of  the  treaty  of  3d  Septanber,  1788   -  -    10      46        1 

In  relation  to  measures  taken  upon  the  memorial  of  Lad- 
islaus  Wankowiczy  great  grand-nephew/ and  Gas- 
pard  Tochman,  attorney  of  the  heirs  erf  General 
Koskiusko,  against  the  Russian  iiinister^  Alexan- 
dre de  Bodisco      ...  .  •    13      SO        1 

In  rdation  to  regulations  coneeming  the  trade  in  guano    13      69        1 

In  relation  to  the  boundary  line  between  the  British  and 
French  possessions  in  North  America^  as  fixed  by 
the  treaty  of  Utvecht         -  -  -  -    14      71 

In  idation  to  suits  instituted  in  ifae  courts  of  admiralty 
in  the  United  States  i^ftdnst!  foreign  vessels  enter- 
ing the  f0rm  of  thto  Unifed  States  -  -    14     78 
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Transmittiti;^  a  copy  of  a  despatch  received  from  Mr.  J. 
R.  Clay,  charge   d'affaires  at  Lima^  respecting 
.    Peruvian  guano    -  -  -  -  -    14      80 

Communicating  further  informaticHi  in  relation  to  the 
formation  of  a  State  government  in  Cal^fomia^ 
and  also  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  civil  affairs 
in  Oregon  -  -  -  -  •  -     13      52 

Communicating  a  statement  of  the  names  and  compensa*  * 

tion  of  clerks  and  others  employed  in  the  Slate 
'  Depfcttment  ...  -  -  -    10      89 

Communicating  a  statement  of  the  disbursem^its  of  ap- 
propriations for  the  State  Department       -  -    10      30 

Communicating  the  report  of  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gmley, 
gov^ment  agent  to  obtain  information  in  respect 
to  Liberia  -  -  -  -  -  -'    14      76 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  TREASURY. 

On  the  State  of  the  finances        •»       '    -  -  *      4    .    2 

Transmitting  a  report  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of  thd  United  States 
J  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  4849  -  -      6        3 

Communicating  the  report  of  the  supierintendent  of  the 
coast  survey,  showing  the  progiess  of  that  work 
durin^the  year  ending  November,  1849  *  -      6      :5 

Communicating  stat^nents  of  contracts  authorized  by 
the  Treasury  Department,  of  payments  for  the  dig-, 
charge  of  mtscettaneaus  ctaineBs^  and  of  ezpendi* 
tures  from  the  marine  hospital  fund  for  the  relief 
of  sick  and  disabled  seamen  •  •  -    1*      81 

fn  relaition  to  the  measures  adopted  to  prevent  frauds 
upon  the  revenue  sinde  the .  pietssage  of  this  act  of 
1646         .  •  ...  .  -    14      79 

In  relation  to  the  security  and  collection  of  the  renr^iue 
in  California,  dDc,  accompanied  by  a  report  from 
Gilbert  Rodman,  special  agent      •  -  -    14      82 

[n  relation  to  the  commerce  of  the  port  of  Braces  de  St. 

iago  .  .  •  .  •  -    14      6ft 

reMrts  prom  the  seor£tjiat  o(p  thb  rnncmofi^ 

On  the  condition  and  /operations  of  th^  Itttsrior  Depafeit- 

ment  during  fhe  year  1849  -'  -  -.3        1 

Communicating  statements  of  the.  Oommissienieir  of  ihe 

;  general  Land  Office,  showing  the  amount  of  pub* 
tic  land  originally  contaiined  in  each  State,  the 
number  of  acres  granted  to  each*  Stole  jot  objects, 
of  internal  improvement)  the  number  neeessafy  to  -. 
iHiak^.  Ihe-  grants  to  each-  State  equal  to  the  itafld- 
mum  of  the  fitate  reeeiving^  ths  greatest  qimaaHtf^ 
and  the  number  seceasarf  to. make  each  ;gtoaiit; 

1        ^ua|  in  proportion  U>  the*  anU  <if  JSttsb  of  Ib^m^^ . 

eral  States 6      17 
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CMnmunicating  a  statement  of  rejected  applications  for 

pensions  -  -  •  -  .  -      6      22 

Id  relation  to  the  printing  for  the  Interior  Department     -    10      33 

Communicating  inJfonpation  in  relation  to  the  operations 
of  the  conunission  appointed  to  run  and  mark  the 
boandary  between  the  United  States 'and  Mexico, 
in  parts  1  and  2    -  -  -  -  -    10      34 

In  relation  to  the  public  lands  in  the  Milwaukie  landed  is- 

tdct  .  .  -  .  .  -    10      45 

In  relation  to  the  expense  of  the  judiciary  of  the  District 

of  Columbia  -  -  .  .  -  M3      64 

Shovring  the  quantity  of  land  sold,  the  amount  of  money 
received  there&r,  and  thSaniQunt  of  incidental  ex- 
penses thereon,  in  the  years  1847, 1848,  and  1849    13      63 

lo  relation  to  the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  in  Louisi- 

aua  -  •  -  -  -  -    14      68 

tn  relation  to  the  lands  embracing  the  Hot  Springs  of  Ar- 
kansas      -  -  -  -  -  -    14      70 

REPORTS    FROM  THE    SSCBBTARY   OF   WAR. 

Of  the  operations  of  the  War  Department  during  the  year 

1649 1        1      90 

In  relation  to  surveys  of  routes  for  roads  from  the  valley^ 

of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific  ocean  (part  1)      -     <        1     166 

In  relation  to  the  military  operations  in  California  •      1        1    166 ' 

Showing  the  contracts  made  under  the  War  Department  ^^ 

'  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1849      •  -      6      2^^  I 

Communicating  a  map  showing  the  operations  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States  in  Texas  and  the  adja- 
cent Mexican  States  on  the  Rio  Grande,  accompa- 
nied by  astronomical  observations,  and  descriptive 
and  military  memoirs  of  the  country         -  *    10      33        1 

Communicating  statements  of  expenditures  of  the  various 
offices  and  bureaux  of  that  department  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  18^19  •  -      6        9        1 

Communicating  a  statement  showing  the  appropnutions 
and  expenditures  for  the  service  of  Uie  War  De- 
partment during  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June^ 
1849 6      10        1 

Communicating  a  map  of  the  Valley  of  Mexico^  from  sur- 
veys by  Lieutenants  Smith  and  Hardcasde'  -      6      11        1 

Communicating  the  report  and  map  of  the  route  from 
Port  Smith,  Arkansas,  to  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico, 
made  by  Lieutenant  Simpson       «  i  •      6      12       1 

Communicating  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long's  plan  and  ea- 

timate  for  the  repair  of  the  Cumberland  dam        -      6      14        1 

Communicaiing  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Smith's  snrvef  and 

examination  of  the  Savannah  river  .  -      6      19        1 

CoDUOiiuiucating  copies  of  reports,  plans,  and  estimate^ 
for  improving,  the  entsance^  irom  Lake  Michigan  . 
into  MaakagoA  lakB,  Blaelt  river^  luid  Gl^nd  nvor     6     90       1 
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Showing  the  names  of  all  persons  employed  in  the  several 
ra-anclies  of  the  War  Department,  other  than  army" 
officers,  during  the  year  1849        -  -  -      6      23        I 

Communicating  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  mUitia, 

their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammunition         -      6      26        1 

Communicating  a  statement  of  the  expenses  of  the  na- 
tional armories,  and  the  number  of  arms  and  ap- 
pendages made  and  repaired,  during  the  year  end* 
in§  30th  June,  1849  -  -  -  .      6      27        1 

Communicating  a  report  of  an  exploration  of  the  Territory 

of  Minnesota  by  Brevet  Captain  Pope       •  -    10      42'        1 

Communicating  a  report  of  the  Topographical  Bureau  in 
relation  to  the  comihercc  of  the  lakes,  the  amount 
of  American  tonnage  engaged,  and  the  number  of 
seamen  empldyckl  uiefreon  -  -  -  •    10      48        1 

Communicating  reports  of  Generals  Smith  and  Riley, 
Lieutenants  Talbot  and  Ord,  Mr.  Tyson  and  Pro- 
fessor Grazer,  in  relation  to  the  geology,  mineral- 
ogy, and  topography  of  California  and  Oregon     •    10      47        1 

Communicating  leports  of  reconnaissances  of  routes  from 
San  Antonio  to  El  Paso  by  Brevet  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Johnston,  Lieutenants  Smith,  Bryan,  and 
Michler,  and  Captain  S.  G.  French,  of  the  quarter- 
master^  department  *  -^  -  -    14      64        1 

Communicating  reports  of  the  operations  of  the  army  on 

^^e  Rio  Grande     -  -    14      73    •    1 

CoQ^^iicating  the  reconnaissances  of  Lieutenant  Simp- 
son and  othsiB      -  .  .  .  -    14      64        I 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVT. 

On  the  condition  and  operations  of  the  navy  department 

of  the  public  service  during  the  year  1849  -11    425 

Communicating  a  statement  of  transfers  of  appropriations 
for  the  naval  service  during  the  year  ending  30th 
June,  1849 6       7        1 

Showing  the  annual  number  of  deaths  in  the  United 
States  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa^  and  the 
annual  cost  of  said  squadron        -  •       .    •    10      40        I 

In  relation  to  allowances  to  laavy  officers  -  -    13      61        1 

Transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Professor  Charles  G. 
Page  on  electro-niagnetic  power  as  a  mechanical 
agent  for  the  purposes  of  navigation  and  locomo- 
tion -  -  -  -        .    .  -    13      61        1 

Transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Professor  Espy's 

"rules  for  mariners'*        •  -  -  -    12     39        I 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

On  the  condition  and  operations  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment during  the  year  1849      -  -  -      1        1    773 

la  relation  to  the  mail  service  for  the  year  diding  June 

30,1849    .  .  .  .  -  -      1        1    791 
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h  idation  to  the  appointment  jof  postmasters  by  him 

which  by  law  the  President  is  required  to  make  -  10  37  1 
In  relation  to  the  failure  of  the  mail  between  New  York 

and  New  Orleans  in  th4  year  1849  -  -    13      62        1 

In  idation  to  an  alleged  non-compliance  of  contract  by 

proprietors  of  steam-vessels  carrying  the  United 

Statesman  -  -  -  -  -    14      77        1 

REPORT  FROM  THE  CENSUS  BOARD. 

Communicating  to  the  Senate  the  report  of  their  contracts 

for  paper,  &c.        -  -  -  -  •  -    10      38        1 

KEPORTS    FROM    THE    COMMISSIONER    OF    THE    GENEI^L 
LAND   OFFICE. 

On  the  operations  of  the  General  Land  Office  during  the 
year  1849-  .  -  -  .  • 

In  lelation  to  the  public  lands  in  the  Milwaukie  land 
district       --.•.- 

In  idation  to  claimants  of  land  surrounding  the  .Hot 
Springs  of  Arkansas  .  •  .  . 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  PATENTS. 

Of  ihe  condition  and  operations  of  the  Patent  Office  for 
the  year  1849;  in  relation  to  arts  and  manu&ctures 

In  relation  to  agricultural  statist^s,  American  agriculture^ 
agricultural  meteorology,  breadstuffis,  crops,  &c.  - 

BEPORT  FROM  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Qq  the  operations  of  the  Indian  Department  for  1849     -      2        1    937 

REPORT  FROM  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  PENSIONS. 

On  the  operations  of  the  Pension  Office  in  1849  -  -      2        1  1177 

DOCUMENTS  ON  VARIOUS  SUBJECTS. 

Bcport  fifom  the  Second  Comptroller  and  Second  Auditor 
of  the  Treasury^  exhibiting  a  statement  of  the 
claims  of  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians^  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  established  by  the  treaty  of 
August,  1846 6        6        1 

Report  by  Professoir  Espy  of  meteorological  observations  ^  |  ^ 

m  the  year  1849    -  -  .  -  -112      ^^        -^ 

Beport  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  with 
copies  of  accounts  of  disbursements  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Indians      -  -  -  -  -    10      41        1 

Commonieation  of  R.  H.  Weightman,  accompanying  the 
memorial  of  the  legislature  of  New  Mexico,  setting 
fcrth  sundry  grievances,  and  calling  upon  Con- 
gnw  for  their  conectioa    *  •  -  -    14     76       1 
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31slCoKORE8s,  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Doo. 

1st  Session.  No.  64. 


REPORTS 


OF 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 


BECONNAISSANCES  OF  ROUTES  PROM  SAN  ANTONIO  TO 

EL  PASO, 


BREVET  LT.  COL.  J.  E.  JOHNSTON; 
LIEUTENANT  W.  F.  SMITH; 
LIEUTENANT  P.  T.  BRYAN; 
LIEUTENANT  N.  H.  MICHLER;  and 
CAPTAIN  8.  G.  FRENCH,  or  a'RMASTER^i  Dep't. 


ALSO, 

PHE  REPORT  OF  CAPT.  R.  B.  MARCOS  ROUTE  FROM  FORT  SMITH 
TO  SANTA  FE;  AND  THE  REPORT  OP  LIEUT.  J.  H.  SIMPSON 
OF  AN  EXPEDITION  INTO  THE  NAVAJO  COUNTRY; 

AMD 

HE  REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  W.  H.  C.  WiUTING'S  RECONNAISSANCES  OF  THE 
WESTERN  FRONTIER  OF  TEXAS. 


July  24,  1S50. 

tUnd  lo  be  printed,  and  that  3,000  additional  copies  be  printed,  300  of  which  are  for  Che 

Topogrepbical  Bureau. 


WASHINGTON: 

PRINTED  AT  THE  UNION  OFFICE. 


1850. 
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REPORTS  OP  RE00NNAI3SAN0ES,  &c. 


War  Drpartmrnt, 

Washington,  My  23,  1850. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  ultimo,  calling 
Ibr  "copies  of  the  journals  of  all  reconnaissances  returned  to  the  Topo- 
graphical Bureau  by  officers  of  the  United  States  making  such  surveys 
within  the  last  year,  and  not  herftofore  communicated,  together  with 
copies  of  the  maps  and  sketches  belonging  to  said  reconnaissances,"  <fec., 
4c.,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
chief  of  the  Togographical  Bureau,  transmitting  the  following  reports:' 

1.  Report  of  a  reconnaissance  of  a  route  for  a  road  from  San  Antonio 
ti  El  Paso,  by  Lieutenant  W.  P,  Smith,  Corps  Topographical  Engineers, 
dated  May  25,  1849. 

2.  Report  of  a  reconnaissance  of  the  country  between  Corpus  Christi  and 
the  military  post  on  the  Leona,  with  a  reference  to  the  practicability  of 
opening  a  road  connecting  these  two  places,  by  Lieutenant  N.  Michler, 
Corps  Topographical  Engineers,  dated  July  31,  1849. 

3.  Report  of  a  reconnaissance  of  the  Sacramento  mountains,  to  ascer- 
tain if  there  existed  a  pass  throuch  them  practicable  for  wagons,  by  Lieu- 
tenant W.  P.  Smith,  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers,  dated  October 
3, 1849. 

4.  Report  of  a  reconnaissance  of  a  route  from  San  Antonio,  via  Fred- 
ericksburg, to  El  Paso,  to  obtain  information  in  reference  to  a  permanent 
military  road  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  El  Paso,  by  Lieutenant  Frs.  T. 
Bryan,  Corps  Tographical  Engineers,  dated  December  I,  1849. 

5.  Report  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  E.  Johnston,  Corps  Topo- 
graphicai  Engineers,  descriptive  of  the  country  between  San  Antonio  and 
El  Paso,  dated  December  2S,  1849. 

6.  Report  of  a  reconnaissance  of  a  route  from  the  upper  valley  of  the 
south  branch  of  Red  river  to  the  Rio  Pecos,  by  Lieutenant  N.  Michler, 
Corps  Topographical  Engineers,  dated  January  28,  1850. 

7.  Report  from  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  E.  Johnston,  Corps  Topo- 
graphical Engineers,  on  the  condition  of  the  river  Colorado,  and  probable 
cost  of  improving  its  navigation. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  yourobedient  servant, 

S.  J.  ANDERSON, 
Sea^etary  of  War  ad  interim. 
Hon.  Wm.  R.  King, 

President  pro  t-sm.  of  the  Senate. 


Bureau  of  Topooraphical  Engineers, 

Washington,  July  23, 1850, 

Sm:  In  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8ih  ultimo,  1 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  reports: 

L  Report  of  a  reconnaissance  of  a  route  for  a  road  from  San  Antonio  to 
Bl  Paso,  by  Lieutenant  W.  P.  Smith,  Corps  Topographical  Engineeis, 
dated  May  25,  1849. 
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2.  Report  of  a  reconnaissance  of  the  country  between  Corpus  Chrisfi 
and  the  military  post  on  the  Leona^  with  reference  to  the  practicability  ol 
opening  a  road  connecting  those  two  places^  by  Lieutenant  N.  Michler, 
Corps  Topographical  Engineers,  dated  July  31  ^  1849, 

3.  Report  of  a  reconnaissance  of  the  Sacramento  mountains,  to  ascer- 
tain if  there  existed  a  pass  through  them  practicable  for  wagons,  by  Lieu- 
tenant W.  F.  Smith,  Corps  Topographical  Engineers^ dated  Octobers, 
1849. 

4.  Report  of  a  reconnaissance  of  a  route  from  San  Antonio^  via  Fred- 
ericksburg, to  El  Paso,  to  obtain  information  in  reference  to  a  permanent 
military  road  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexic#to  El  Paso,  by  Lieutenant  Frs.  T* 
Bryan,  Corps  Topographical  Engineers,  dated  December  1,  1849. 

6.  Report  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  E.  Johnston,  Corps  To|X)- 
graphical  Engineers^  descriptive  of  the  country  between  San  Antonio  and 
£1  Paso,  dated  December  28^  1849. 

6.  Report  of  a  reconnaissance  of  a  route  from  the  upper  valley  of  the 
south  branch  of  Red  river  to  the  Rio  Pecos,  by  Lieutenant  N.  Michler, 
Corps  Topographical  Engineers,  dated  January  28, 1850. 

7.  Report  from  Brevet  JLieutenant  Colonel  J.  E.  Johnston,  Corp*  To- 
pographical Engineers,  on  the  condition  of  the  river  Colorado,  and  probable 
cost  of  improving  its  navigation. 

The  surveys  referred  to  in  these  several  reports  have  been  reduced   to 
one  scale,  ana  are  imbodied  in  the  map  attached  to  this  letter. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  sen^ant. 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  TopographiccU  Engv^eer^, 
Hon.  Saml.  J.  Anderson, 

Actiiig  Secretary  of  War* 


San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  May  25, 1849. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  received 
on  the  9th  of  February  last,  I  left  this  place  on  the  12th  of  that  month  for 
El  Paso  del  Norte,  via  Presidio  de)  Norte  and  the  valley  of  the  Rio 
Grande — the  object  of  the  expedition  beins  to  find,  if  possible^  a  suitable  road 
for  military  and  commercisd  purposes  from  this  point  to  El  Paso.  Our 
route  lay  through  Fredericksburg,  and  thence  partly  by  the  old  Pinta 
trail,  to  the  head-waters  of  the  south  fork  of  the  San  Saba  river.  The 
road  from  this  place  to  Fredericksburg  being  well  known  and  frequently 
travelled,  I  shall  omit  a  description  of  it.  From  there  to  the  head-lake  or 
spring  of  the  San  Saba,  the  distance  is  about  one  hundred  and  six  miles^ 
the  country  well  wooded  and  watered,  and  requiring  but  little  labor  to 
make  a  fine  wagon-road.  The  approximate  latitude  of  our  camp,  situated 
about  a  mile  from  the  ford  of  the  river,  near  the  mouth  of  Camp  creek,  I 
found  to  be  30^  53'  0".6.  From  the  spring  of  the  San  Saba  for  about  four- 
teen miles,  we  passed  up  one  of  the  head-gullies  of  the  river,  in  which  we 
foundi  five  or  six  water-holes,  but  were  unable  to  pronounce  them  penna- 
liBOt.  Leaving  this  point,  we  ascended  to  the  high  table  land,  and  trav- 
elled for  about  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  in  a  direction  somewhat  south  of 
west,  without  finding  even  water-holes,  and  being  occupied  three  days 
a|Ml  a  night  in  making  that  diatance.    This  porti  on  of  the  route  was  mostly 
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over  the  taUe  land;  though  at  times  we  entered  and  fallowed  for  short 
distances  the  bcad-giiUies  of  the  San  Pedro  river.  The  table  land  is  thinly 
covered  widi  the  mezquite  tree;  and  in  the  gullies  leading  to  the  rivers 
heading  in  that  portion  of  the  country  are  occasional  clumps  of  the  live 
oak.  Though  thiscountry,  for  the  distance  df  a  hundred  and  twenty>four 
miles,  was  such  as  to  require  no  labor  in  advance  of  the  wagon  train^  yet 
the  g^eat  want  of  water  caused  us  to  consider  the  route  as  impracticable^ 
except  at  the  enormous  expense  of  digging  wells  along  it.  The  water 
ve  first  stnick,  after  leaving  the  head-gullies  of  the  San  Saba,  was  that 
ef  Live  Oak  creek.,  a  tributary  to  the  Rio  Puerco,  or  Pecos,  and  running 
in  a  southwesti  riy  direction.  The  distance  from  the  first  water  attainable  in 
this  creek  to  its  mouth  is  but  about  eight  miles.  The  Peurco  is  a  muddy^ 
swift,  and  narrow  stream,  never  exceeding  forty,  and  in  many  places-prob* 
ably  not  more  than  twenty-five  feet  in  width.  The  ford  by  which  wd 
crossed  the  animals  appears  to  be  frequently  used  by  the  Indians,  in  theif 
incursions  into  Mexico.  The  river  here  was  probably  not  more  than  three 
and  a  half  or  four  feet  in  depth,  but  the  velocity  of  the  current  was  so 
{reat  that  the  mules  were  obliged  to  swim  for  a  short  distance.  Leaving 
the  Puerco  about  forty  miles  above  this  ford,  the  road  passes  through  the 
(aUe  hills  to  the  Ojo  Bscondido,  distant  about  twenty -two  miles,  in  m 
southwest  direction.  Prom  this  point,  for  about  twenty  seven  miles,  the 
loute  is  nearly  west — passing  by  one  large  spring,  (the  Ahuache,)  at  a 
distance  of  about  seventeen  miles,  and  reaching  the  last  prairie  spring  ten 
miles  further  on.  From  this  point  to  the  next  permanent  water,  (a  run- 
oiog  cteelc,)  the  estimated  distance  is  thirty-five  miles,  though  it  may 
be  found  to  be  four  or  five  miles  less.  This  creek  is  followed  for  si 
distance  of  about  twenty  five  miles  to  the  Painted  Comanche  camp; 
and  here  the  road  to  Presidio  del  Norte  passes  to  the  southward  and 
westward,  while  the  road  to  El  Paso  del  Norte  strikes  northwest- 
ward towards  the  pass  in  the  mountains  on  the  Rio  Grande,  striking 
that  river  about  ninety-five  miles  above  Presidio  del  Norte.  The  road^ 
firoffl  this  camp  may  either  follow  the  creek  to  its  head,  passing  through 
the  mountains  there,  or,  by  leaving  the  mountains,  directly  pass  along 
parallel  to  their  western  slope,  thus  obtaining  a  road  with  less  labor 
<nd  less  water.  The  distance  fr«»m  the  last  water  in  this  chain  (the 
Diablo)  to  water  in  the  mountains  on  the  Rio  Grande  cannot  exceed 
Airty^ve  miles.  About  twelve  miles  from  the  water  in  these  last  moun-> 
tuns,  the  road  strikes  the  river,  at  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  from  £1  Paso.  After  following  the  river  for  about  seven^ 
nfles,  the  road  passes  through  the  mountains,  which  here  jut  into  the 
*iwr,  by  the  valley  of  a  dry  creek,  returning  to  the  river  by  another  oreeic 
ked,  having  running  water  in  it.  The  distance  between  these  poirrts  of 
the  river  is  about  thirty  miles.  Touching  the  river  on  coming  through 
this  pass,  it  is  necessary  to  leave  it  again  immediately,  passing  behind 
•nother  mountain,  striking  the  river  at  a  distance  of  thirty -two  or  thirty- 
three  miles,  the  creeks  followed  having  no  water  in  them.  From  thia 
ppint  of  the  Rio  Grande  the  mountains  and  table  land  set  back  from  the 
n>er,  the  valley  becomes  broader,  the  quality  of  the  soil  better,  and  the 
quantity  of  timber  greater.  Protn  the  ford  on  the  Pecos  to  the  creek  in' 
the  mountains,  there  is  but  very  little  labor  required,  and  that  consists  in  the 
fading  of  a  few  arroyos,  and  the  cutting  of  some  chaparral  in  the  valley 
^  the  Pecos.    From  the  running  water  ia  this  creek,  so  &r  as  it  may  be 
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followed,  more  labor  will  be  required,  though  not  sufficient  to  detain  the 
troops,  if  the  fatigue  party  could  gain  a  couple  of  days  on  them  between 
the  Ojo  Escondido  and  the  mountains.  The  next  labor  is  in  the  valley 
of  the  creek  leading  to  the  Uio  Grande;  and  the  other  two  passes  also 
require  labor,  but  yet  cannot  be  considered  as  difficult,  the  main  obstacles 
being  in  some  places  the  chaparral,  and  in  others  loose  stones  and  locks, 
and  two  or  three  arroyos  and  side  hills  in  each  requiring  grading  and  exca- 
vation. From  the  outlet  of  the  last  pass  to  El  Paso,  the  grading  of 
small  arroyos,  and  the  clearing  of  some  timber  and  chaparral,  will  require 
but  a  small  fatigue  party  to  keep  the  troops  in  motion.  The  great  want 
of  water  by  the  San  Saba  route  caused  us,  in  coming  back,  to  seek  a 
practicable  road  by  the  San  Pedro  river,  striking  the  "Wool  road"  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  head  of  the  Leona.  The  route  found  and  suggested 
crosses  the  Puerco  at  the  same  point  as  the  other,  and  follows  down  its 
left  bank  for  the  distance  of  about  twenty  miles,  then,  leaving  by  one  of 
its  branch  valleys,  passes  over  the  table  land  in  a  southeasterly  direction, 
striking  the  head-spring  of  the  San  Pedro  at  a  distance  not  exceeding 
thirty- five  miles.  The  valley  of  this  river  may  be  followed  for  six  or 
seven  miles;  and  then,  leaving  the  river  by  its  right  bank,  the  road  passes 
along  the  table  land  to  a  point  where  the  river  turns  to  the  east.  Touch- 
ing here  for  water,  the  table  land  is  again  followed  to  a  small  creek, 
distant  twelve  miles  from  the  bend  in  the  San  Pedro.  From  this  creek  a 
southeasterly  direction  strikes  the  San  Pedro  a  short  distance  above  its 
mouth,  and,  crossing  it  by  an  Indian  pass,  Ihe  road  crosses  the  San 
Felipe,  the  Pedro,  and  Toquite,  running  in  a  direction  south  of  east  i& 
the  head  of  the  Las  Moras,  the  distance  from  the  crossing  of  the  San 
Pedro  to  the  latter  point  being  about  fifty  miles  From  the  Las  Moras  to 
the  head  of  the  Leona  the  direction  is  nearly  east,  and  the  distance  about 

forty-five  miles,  the  route  touching  the  heads  of  Elm  and creeks, 

and  crossing  the  Nneres.  From  the  head  of  the  Leona  the  road  may 
strike  the  "  Wool  road'*  at  the  nearest  point,  or  at  a  saving  of  distance, 
and  having,  in  all  probability,  an  equally  fine  country,  intersect  it  at  the 
Rio  Frio,  and  thence  to  San  Antonio  de  Bexar.  The  great  difficulty  on 
this  lower  route,  which  has  heretofore  been  reported  as  impracticable,  is 
found  in  the  country  between  the  San  Pedro  and  Puerco  rivers.  At  the 
point  of  departure  from  the  latter,  the  high  table  lands — a  solid  mass  of 
limestone — close  in,  leaving  but  a  narrow  valley,  and  the  canons  or  ravines 
leading  out  are  mostly  narrow  and  rocky.  The  table  land  once  reached, 
the  next  difficulty  is  on  the  San  Pedro,  whose  valley  is  narrower  than  thai 
of  the  Puerco,  while  the  table  hills  are  of  the  same  character  as.  thet 
others.  In  some  places  fine  broad  canons,  having  gentle  slopes,  lead 
down  to  the  river;  and  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  a  further  examination 
will  discover  others  at  suitable  points  for  the  road-  The  canon  ieading^ 
out  towards  the  Puerco  from  the  head-spring  of  the  San  Pedro,  and  those 
at  the  crossing  of  this  latter  river,  are  not  difficult;  but  as  much  c^innot  be 
said  of  the  intermediate  ones,  or  the  one  by  which  we  left  the  l^erco. 
Taking  them,  however,  at  their  most,  a  strong  fatigue  party,  with  all  the 
implements  necessary  to  the  making  of  a  road  over  su<ih  ground,  could, 
in  three  weeks,  at  most,  render  this  portion  of  the  route  practicable;  and 
it  would  seem  that  the  saving  of  distance,  and  the  comparatively  great 
abundance  of  water,  would  give  this  route  great  advantages  over  that  by 
the  San  Saba,  were  these  difficulties  three  times  as  great.    F^roui  the  letk 
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bank  of  the  San  Pedro  to  the  intersection  with  the  Weol  road,  the  country 
id  aimost  entirely  the  lolltDg  mezquite  prairie,  and  the  only  obstacles  the 
crossings  of  one  or  tviro  creeks,  which  are  somewhat  boggy.  A  scarcity 
of  timber  exists  on  the  table  land  between  the  San  Pedro  and  Puerco 
ri?ers,  and  from  a  short  distance  above  the  ford  on  the  latter  to  the  pass  in 
the  Sierra  Diablo,  while  here  even  the  supply  is  not  abundant.  From  this 
|KMnt  to  the  Rio  Grande  there  is  least  of  all;  but  in  the  valley  of  this 
river  there  is  no  lack.  The  estimated  distance  from  San  Antonio  to  El 
Paso  del  Norte,  by  the  lower  route,  is  six  hundred  and  forty-five  miles. 

The  approximate  latitudes  of  places  were  determined  by  me  to  be:  ^ 

Of  El  Paso  del  Norte. 

Of  the  bend  of  the  Rio  Grande  between  the  two  psisses. 

Of  point  of  departure  from  Rio  Grande. 

Of  the  Ahuache  spring. 

Of  camp  near  Conley's  wagon  road  on  Pecos. 

Of  camp  near  Indian  Ford. 

Of  point  of  departure  from  Pecos. 

Of  camp  near  head-spring  of  San  Pedro. 

Of  camp  <Hi  creek  between  San  Pedro  and  Peeos.  v 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  must  bear  testimony  to  the  invaluable 
services  of  oor  able  guide  and  friend ,  Mr.  Howard .  To  his  accurate  knowl  - 
edge  of  the  portions  of  the  route  previously  passed  over  by  him,  his  (cor- 
rect judgment  with  reference  to  country  with  which  he  was  unacquainted, 
and  his  advice  and  address  in  Indian  aifficulties,  the  success  of  the  expe- 
dition is  mainly  indebted. 

Respectfully  submitted . 

WM.  F.  SMITH, 
Brevet  2d  LAevi.  TepographiccU  Engineers. 

Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Oorjfs  TbpographiccU  Engineers. 


San  Antonio,  Texas,  July  31 ,  1849. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  orders  received  from  the  commanding  general 
of  the  8th  department  t6  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the  country  between 
Corpus  Chnsti  and  the  military  post  on  the  Leona,  with  reference 
to  the  practicability  of  opening  a  road  connecting  those  two  places,  I 
vonld  respectfully  submit,  through  you,  the  following  report  and  accom- 
panying map  for  his  consideration: 

The  main  points  which  require  to  be  attended  to  in  the  selection  of  a 
nad  through  this  country  are,  not  only  that  the  route  should  be  as  direct 
tt  possible,  but  at  all  times  practicable,  and  that  at  convenient  distances 
permanent  supplies  of  water  should  be  obtained.  As  that  section  of  coun- 
try the  special  examination  of  which  was  designed  consists  almost  en- 
tirely of  high  rolling  prairies,  the  ascents  and  descents  but  slight,  and 
seldom  offering  any  obstacle  to  prevent  the  passage  of  a  train  of  wagons, 
the  first  condition  can,  therefore,  be  easily  fulfilled;  and  the  last  govern  us 
Bwre  particularly  in  a  choice. 

Prom  an  examination  of  the  surveys  of  the  country,  a  northwest  course 
Was  concluded  upon — ^which  direction,  with  the  exception  of  some  few 
deriations  in  subsequent  parts  of  this  report^  was  very  generally  followed. 
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On  leaving  CorpoE  Christie  I  tmvelled  hi  twentjr-ttro  nriles  liie  ronlB 
from  that  place  to  San  P^tricio^a  small  village  on  the  Nueces «  This  road 
is  on  the  west  bank  of  the  last  river,  iieading  its  prin<;ipal  bends:  it  runs 
over  a  high  rolling  prairie,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  sand  flatS; 
each  two  or  three  miles  in  length. 

The  prairie  is  covered  with  fine  mezquite  grass,  and  interspersed  with 
mezquite  trees  and  live-oak  moats^ 

Limestone  formation  extends  throughout  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try. Water  was  sufficient  for  all  travelling  purposes,  bqt  not  for  agri* 
cultural,  the  banks  of  the  river  being  too  high  to  favc^  irrigation.  At  the 
"Twelve-milevMot"  fhe  road  first  touches  the  Nueces.  The  river  water  is 
fresh  and  palatable  for  the  first  time  at  this  point — about  six  miles  from  its 
mouth,  and  twelve  from  the  eutrance  to  the  Nueces  bay.  Previously  we 
passed  three  very  large  salt  ponds  or  lakes,  but  so  slightly  brackish  that 
the  animals  drank  freely  from  them.  At  Baranca  Blanca,  six  miles  furdier 
on,  we  again  strike  the  Nueces,  at  which  place  water  can  be  obtained* 
At  the  distance  of  six  miles  from  this  place  is  a  large  pond  of  fresh  and 
permanent  water,  very  near  and  to  the  right  of  the  road.  A  large  flat^ 
covered  with  sedge  grass,  commences  here,  and  extends  to  ibe  river.  At 
the  lake  we  left  the  main  road  to  the  right,  and  a  west-northwest  course 
strikes  a  second  large  lake  of  fresh  water  near  an  old  settlement,  now  de- 
stroyed, called  Le  Partie  Land — distance,  six  miles.  In  dry  weather  this 
flat  offers  no  objection  to  a  good  road;  and  in  wet  weather  a  good  one  can 
be  made  along  a  ridge  bordering  it,  leogthening  the  distance  but  by  a  few 
miles.  The  bottom  consists  of  a  heavy  black  earth,  but  not  of  a  "hog- 
wallow"  nature.  At  Le  Partie  Land,  the  road  again  rises  upon  a  high 
lolUng  prairie,  over  which  it  is  continued  until  it  intersects  the  Nueces. 
At  two  miles  from  the  last  water  it  passes  within  two  or  three  hundred 
yards  of  the  river,  and  a  convenient  gully  enables  you  to  reach  the 
water's  edge.  Still  pursuing  the  same  course,  in  eight  miles  we  next 
arrived  at  Casa  Blanca,  or  White  House,  the  ruins  of  which  alone 
mark  the  spot  of  this  once  flourishing  rancho.  It  is  situated  on  a  slight 
eminence,  at  the  base  of  which  there  is  a  creek,  named  Carresse;  it  is  a 
running  stream,  but  consists  of  large  holes  of  good  water,  permanent  and 
fresh,  abounding  in  fine  trout  and  other  fish.  The  house  is  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  river.  The  country  around  is  beautiful, and  admirably 
adapted  for  grazing.  Occasionally,  upon  &  near  approach  to  the  Nueces, 
you  meet  with  some  heavy  sand  hills,  but  which  can  generally  be  avoided 
by  taking  a  sUghtly  circuitous  route;  but  generally  a  hard -beaten  load 
can  be  obtained.     The  wood  is  still  the  mezquite  and  live  oak. 

Between  Casa  Blanca  and  Nueces  several  fine  streams  were  crossed; 
from  Casa  Blanca  to  La  Gorta,  six  miles;  from  La  Gorta  to  Radamenia, 
two  miles;  from  Radamenia  to  Spring  creek,  thirteen  miles;  from  Siting 
creek  to  Nueces,  fourteen  mites.  At  the  point  where  we  struck  the 
Nueces,  a  splendid  rocky  ford  was  found.  As  we  approached  the  river> 
the  prairie  made  a  gradual  descent  to  its  bank,  the  edge  of  which  was 
about  twenty  feet  above  low-water  mark.  The  bank  was  of  an  almost  pure 
limestone,  easily  worked;  the  descent  to  the  water's  edge  not  precipitous, 
having  been  able  to  lead  our  horses  down  ii  with  ease.  There  was  no 
river  bottom  land  to  pass  through— perfectly  clear  prairie,  free  from  all 
limber,  bordenng  immediately  upon  the  river  at  this  point.  Above  and 
Mow,  at  a  short  dis:ance  from  the  ford,  the  timber  in  the  bottom  wai 
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iMttTy  and  thick,  consisting  of  the  ehn,  cottrmirood,  oak^  &c.,  and  comered 
vith  a  dense  growth  of  weeds;  The  bed  of  the  ferd  was  of  solid  lime- 
stooe,  and  of  sofficieot  breadth  for  several  wagons  abreast. 

The  widtii  of  the  river  was  about  forty  yards — its  depth,  at  the  time  of 
low  water,  not  more  than  two  or  three  feet;  for^notwithstandingfthere  wasa 
eonsideraUe  rise  in  the  riyer  at  the  time  I  crossed  it,  still  the  horses  were 
not  compelled  to  swim  more  than  three-  or  four  yards  of  its  entire  width. 
The  current  was  not  swift,  and  in  consequence  would  afford  no  obstacle 
to  ferding  it  with  safety.  On  the  eastern  shore  the  bank  was  but  fire  or 
six  feet  above  Ipw-water  mark,  and  forming  a  solid  footing. 

On  this  aide  there  was  but  a  narrow  strip  of  heavy  timber  and  bottom 
bnd,  about  twenty  yards  in  width,  and  then  you  rise  to  a  mezquite  flat. 
A  better  and  more  convenient  ford  in  every  respect  could  not  be  found;  kft 
miles  up  and  down  the  river,  no  point  could  be  selected  possessing  these 
advantages. 

Hece  we  saw  hut9  and  other,  signs  of  Indian  encampments,  showing 
that  the  experience  of  those  acquainted  with  almost  every  fi>5t  of  ground 
in  the  conntry  had  led  them  to  make  the  same  choice. 

The  water  of  the  Nuec^  here  presents  a  muddy  appearance,  contrasting 
matfy  with  the  deaniess  of  its  water  at  the  crossing  of  the  Wool  road. 
It  is  pteasant  to  drink,  notwithstanding  the  earthy  matter  it  holds  in  solution. 
On  leaving  this  river,  we  followed  a  north* north  west  course,  to  strike  the 
Frio  at  its  nearest  point,  to  enable  us  to  examine  the  nature  of  it;  in  eight 
miles  from  the  Nueces  we  reached  it*  It  will  be  seen  from  the  map  that, 
in  order  to  accomplish  this  exammation,  our  course  was  constantly  changed 
until  we  crossed  the  Laredo  road,  occasioned  by  following  to  an  extent  the 
principal  bends  of  the  river. 

The  mezquite  flat  through  which  we  passed  on  first  leaving  the  Nue^ 
eea  proved  to  be  about  a  mile  in  width,  when  we  came  to  a  beautiful 
valley,  perfectly  clear,  and  covered  with  fine  nutritious  mezquite  grass. 
CkintiDued  along  this  valley  to  the  dividing  ridge  of  high  land  between 
the  two  rivers  which  headed  it.  The  banKs  of  the  former  river,  at  the 
point  at  which  we  approached  it;^  were  vertical,  about  forty  feet  high,  but 
free,  for  a  diort  distance,  from  timber.  Already,  two  large  water-holes 
and  a  creek  of  good  water  had  been  passed  in  the  last  eight  miles,  com 
tinuing  along  the  ridge  which  remained  in  sight  of  the  Frio,  heading  its 
principal  bends,  and  never  more  than  three  or  four  miles  from  it.  This 
ridge  was  a  perfect  dead-level  prairie,  covered  with  excellent  grass  and 
mezqaite  trees.  At  intervals  the  ridge  would  pass  within  fifty  or  a  bun* 
dred  yards  of  the  river,  and  at  such  points  the  water  could  be  easily 
leached,  being  generally  free  from  bottom  timber.  At  four  miles  from  first 
point,  tonchedthe  Frio  a  second  time;  at  ten  from  the  latter  place,  a  third 
time;  and  at  each  place  could  water  the  horses  with  ease,  fietween  the 
last  two  points  found  two  creeks  of  excellent  water,  the  water  standing 
in  holes.  Upon  examining  the  bottom  land  of  the  Frio,  we  found  it  difficult 
to  penetrate,  very  heavy  timber  being  generally  found  close  to  the  riverj 
of  the  same  description  as  on  the  Neuces;  then,  from  one  to  two  miles,  a 
thick  undergrowth  of  chaparral,  together  with  mezquite  and  cactus  of 
every  description.  On  leaving  third  point,  found  it  difiieult  to  proceed 
near  the  river;  besides  bottom  land,  found  deep  ravines  and  gullies,  and 
large  hews,  impossible  to  pass  in  their  present  state.  For  the  first  time 
we  encountered  ranges  of  hills,  setting  into  the  river  in  a  direction  perpen- 
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dicular  to  its  course.  The  distance  between  them  is  geheially  a  mde 
from  base  to  base,  extending  but  a  short  distance  back  into  the  country, 
and  then  gradually  merging  into  the  high  prairies  between  the  rivers, 
Tliey  approach  to  within  a  mile  of  the  river,  and  then  abruptly  break  off 
in  the  form  of  a  pair  of  steps,  and  are  covered  with  loose  stone,  and  al- 
most  impassable  chaparral.  Upon  examination,  we  jfbund  our  hitherto 
circuitous  route,  since  leaving  the  Nueces,  could  be  easily  avoided  by 
pursuing  a  due  west  course  from  the  ford,  upon  the  high  ridge  already 
spoken  of,  until  within  two  miles  of  the  Laredo  road, and  then  again  re- 
suming a  northwestern  course.  Distance  from  third  poiut  to  a  fine  cre^, 
three  miles  from  the  road,  twelve  miles.  In  addition  to  this  creek,  we 
.had  already  passed  four  others,  at  very  nearly  equal  distances  from  each 
other— one  a  running  stream,  but  the  rest  consisting  of  large  water-holes. 

The  examination  of  the  Frio  caused  the  principal  deviation  in  our 
course:  inconsequence,  I  decided  upon  avoiding  the  crossing  of  that  river, 
notwithstanding  a  more  direct  course  between  the  two  limits  of  the  road 
.would  have  required  its  passage  twice. 

This  stream  is,  at  certain  seasons,  subject  to  tremendous  freshets.  Its 
banks,  within  miles  of  the  first  point  at  which  the  road  should  cross  it, 
;are  almost  vertical,  and  between  forty  and  fifty  feet  in  height;  its  bed  of  n 
.boggy  nature,  and  consequently  unfit  for  a  ford.  At  the  second  point,  you 
meet  with  three  or  four  large  hews  before  reaching  the  natural  bed  of  the 
river,  and  it  would  require  great  labor  to  make  a  passable  ford.  By  keep- 
ing on  the  west  bank  of  this  river,  you  can.  avoid  all  these  obstacles — 
thus  leaving  the  Neuces,  over  which  the  road  is  compelled  to  cross,  the 
only  river  on  the  route  subject  to  freshets.  As  a  general  thing,  I  may  here 
remark  concerning  the  land  both  on  the  Frio  and  Leona,  from  these 
rivers  back,  that  it  may  be  divided  intofonr  parallel  strips — the  first,  next 
to  the  river,  consisting  of  heavy  timber,  and  a  heavy  black  soil;  the  sec- 
ond, a  mezquite  flat,  of  smalt  width,  and  the  soil  of  a  lighter  nature,  and 
very  fertile;  the  third,  a  range  of  low  hills,  covered  with  loose  stone,  and 
thick  chaparral ;  the  fourth,  a  wide  open  prairie,  the  soil  generally  very 
dry,  but  covered  with  excellent  grass,  the  latter  Article  being  generally 
very  scarce  close  to  tlie  rivers:  and  again  you  sometimes  find  a  second 
line  ot  chaparral  hills  beyond  the  pmirie  land  Each  of  these  strips  is 
distinct,  and  parallel  to  the  general  course  of  the  river. 

Our  course  after  leaving  the  last  mentioned  creek  was  north-north- 
west, intersecting  the  Laredo  road  about  three  miles  from  its  ford  on  the 
Frio.  Travelling  on,  we  passed  over,  or  rather  continued  on,  the  same 
level  prairie,  and  at  thirteen  miles  from  the  Laredo  road  again  touched 
the  river. 

About  four  miles  from  the  same  road,  passed  an  excellent  stream  of  wa- 
ter— course  from  fourth  point  of  Frio  northwest;  but  soon,  on  attempting 
to  follow  it,  we  found  ourselves  in  a  dense  chaparral.  After  riding  an 
hour  and  finding  no  prospect  of  its  becoming  better,  we  struck  due  west, 
and  in  two  miles  again  reached  a  fine  rolling  prairie,  which  extended  as  &r 
as  the  eye  could  reach;  and  we  were  then  able  to  pursue  without  difficulty 
our  former  course. 

Soon  we  struck  on  an  Indian  trail,  and  for  many  miles  we  followed  it, 
as  its  direction  was  the  same.  It  led  us  to  the  crossing  of  many  creeks. 
Where  we  found  a  large  supply  of  water — one  atsix,  and  another  at  twelve 
miles  from  where  we  last  touched  the  Frio,  and  others  at  intermediate 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


11  [  64  ] 

distances.      At  the  last  creek,  we  left  the  trail;  as  it  apparently  seemed  to 
torn  towards  the  Ntieces.    Continuing  on  eight  miles  further,  we  crossed 
a  lai^  creek,  emptying  intathe  Frio.     On  its  banks  seemed  to  have  been 
at  one  time  a  regular  camping- place  for  Indians,  as  we  there  found  many 
deserted  stone  buildings,  evidently  built  by  Indians  for  a  permanent  camp- 
ing-ground.    Prom  this  creek  our  course  was  still  the  same,  and  still 
over  a  high  rolling  prairie,  from  one  to  four  miles  from  the  river.     When 
within  sight  of  the  junction  of  the  Frio  and  Leona,  and  about  five  miles 
fifom  the  mouth  of  the  latter  stream,  we  again  touched  the  Frio  for  water, 
having  gone  a  distance  of  ten  miles  without  meeting  with  any.    The  nature 
of  the  bottom  land  here  the  same.     Resuming  again  our  old  trail,  we 
continued  on  for  several  miles,  and  then  met  a  hard«beaten  Indian  trail, 
which  guided  us  to  an  excellent  gravel  ford,  about  the  point  we  wished  to 
cross  the  Lieona,  fourteen  miles  from  the  uppej  Presidio  road.     Within  a 
mile  of  reaching  the  ford,  there  was  a  dense  chaparral,  but,  owing  to  the 
trail,  we  were  easily  enabled  to  reach  it.     The  Leona  is  a  beautiful  stream 
of  excellent  water — ^limestone.  The  banks  are  nearly  upon  a  level  with  its 
sor&ce.   It  possesses  a  hard  gravel  bottom — its  width  about  thirty,  audits 
depth  not  more  three  feet,  and  flowing  with  a  gentle  current.     It  is  said 
never  to  nse  above  its  present  level — the  stream  not  being  of  siffBcient 
length  to  be  affected  by  heavy  rains.     The  land  immediately  along  the 
river  is  rich,  and  covered  with  heavy  rimber.    A  few  hundred  yards  be- 
low the  ford  are  fine  falls,  and  the  river  not  more  than  twelve  feet  in  width. 
Immediately  upon  leaving  the  ford,  you  find  yourself  in  a  beautiful  mez- 
qnite  flat — ^also  a  favorite  camping- place  of  the  Indians.     We  still  followed 
tlie  traril,  which  led  us  through  the  finest  portion  of  the  valley  between 
the  Leona  and  Frio.     This  valley,  for  the  first  ten  miles,  is  about  a  mile 
wide,  and  bounded  by  low  chaparral  hills — ^those  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Leona  commencing  a  short  distance  above  the  ford,  and  continuing,  ex- 
cept at  some  few  ititervals,  the  whole  length  of  the  Leona  to  its  head;  and 
it  is  difficult  to  make  your  way  through  them. 

Within  four  miles  of  the  upper  Presidio  road  the  valley  widens,  and  is 
sixteen  miles  in  width  along  that  road. 

Gradually  becoming  more  elevated,  it  spreads  out  into  a  high  flat  prairie, 
and  extends  on  unbroken  until  it  rises  into  the  range  of  hills  which  stretch 
across  from  the  Frio  miles  above  the  head-springs  of  the  Leona.  Along 
the  Wool  road  the  prairie  is  but  about  eight  miles  in  width. 

A  good  dry-weather  road  can  be  obtained  over  it,  but,  like  all  prairie 
loads,  would  become  heavy  in  very  wet  weather.  Two  miles  below  the 
Upper  Preside  road,  found  a  large  water-hole,  and  also  one  above  it,  at  the 
distance  of  five  or  six  miles.  Between  this  last  creek  and  the  Wool  road 
DO  other  permanent  water  can  be  found,  althouglf,  at  convenient  points, 
Che  river  could  be  approached,  and  roads  cut  into  it,  to  supply  every 
demands  The  distance  between  the  upper  Presidio  and  Wool  mads 
is  about  thirty  miles.  Owing  to  the  greater  quantity  and  greater  density 
of  the  chaparral  along  the  Leona,  a  great  deal  of  labor  can  be  avoided  by 
keeping  nearer  to  the  Frio  than  to  il^e  Leona.  Our  course  intersected 
the  Wool  road  about  four  miles  from  the  post — a  branch  from  this  road 
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leading  to  the  post  situated  above  it.    For  the  sake  of  reference,  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  distances  between  water  is  subjoined: 

From  Corpus  Christi  to  Twelvemile  Mot        -        ...        -  12 

Baranca  Blanca          -        •        -        -         -  6 

Lake          -        -        -        -        -        -         -  6 

Le  Partie  Land 6 

Casa  Blanca,  or  Carresse  -        -        -        -  .  8 

La  Gorta  (creek)         -        -        -        -         -  6 

Radamenia  (creek) 2 

Spring  creek      -        -        -        -        -         -  13 

Ford  on  Nueces 14 

1st  point  on  Frio 8 

2d  point  on  Frio 4 

3d  point  on  Frio        -        -        -        -        -  10 

Creek         -       ' -  12 

Laredo  road 3 

[                                       4th  point  on  Frio        -        -        -        -        -  13 

Creek 6 

•                             Creek 6 

Indian  Camp  creek 8 

5th  point  on  Frio 10 

Ford  on  Leona 16 

Upper  Presidio  road  -        -        -^        -        -  14 

Wool  road 30 

Post  01^  Leona           -        -        -        -      .  -  4 

Prom  Corjius  Christi  to  the  military  post  on  the  Leona,  two  hundred 
and  seventeen  miles,  by  the  route  travelled  during  this  reconnaissance. 
From  the  examination,  we  found  that  in  several  places  the  course  travelled 
was  somewhat  longer  than  the  length  of  the  road  would  necessarily  be, 
in  consequence  of  leaving  it  to  further  our  knowledge  of  the  country; 
but  twenty  miles  would  easily  cover  such  deviations.  The  only  labor 
necessary  to  complete  the  road  consists  in  freeing  it  from  timber;  and  all 
of  the  latter  placed  together  would  not  cover  a  distance  of  six  miles  to  be 
cleared. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  remark  that  the  country  passed  over  offers  everf 
facility  for  opening  a  good  road;  and,  with  comparatively  little  labor,  com*» 
mnnication  can  be  had  between  the  two  places  by  any  mode  of  convey- 
ance. With  the  exception  of  a  few  settlements  near  Corpus  Christi  and 
San  Patricio,  you  meet  with  none  for  the  whole  distance,  and,  in  conse- 
quence, can  obtain  nothing  along  the  road  beyond  the  Wild  productions 
of  nature.  • 

There  was  an  abundance  of  game — wild  cattle  and  deer  in  numbers. 
Most  of  the  creeks  and  rivers  abounded  in  jSsh  of  different  varieties — the' 
trout  in  greatest  abundance. 

Whilst  at  Corpus  Christi,  I  visited  St*  Joseph's  island,  and  attempted 
the  sounding  of  Aransas  pass.  Owing  to  the  heavy  swells  from  the  gulf, 
was  not  able  to  accomplish  the  purpose  with  satisfaction;  but  from  this, 
and  a  previous  attempt  in  January  last,  the  depth  of  water  to  be  relied 
upon  in  passing  over  this  bar  may  be  set  down  at  ten  feet.  Lamar,  on 
Aransas  bay,  is  the  only  point  to  which  a  vessel  able  to  cross  this  bar 
can  approach  and  be  close  to  the  shore.  At  this  place  a  shell  reef  runs  out 
from  shore;  and  at  its  extremity  nine  feet  water  can  be  obtained^  so  that 
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t  plank  may  be  thrown  from  the  ship  to  the  reef.  Aransas  pass  is  evi- 
dentlf  improving  and  hecoming  deeper — a  greater  body  of  water  being 
thrown  through  it  in  consequence  of  several  other  passes  connecting  this 
bay  and  galf  becoming  sradualiy  closed. 

Respectnillv,  sir^  your  obedient  servant^ 

N.  MICHLER,Jr., 
Brevet  2d  lAeut.  Top.  Engineers. 
Major  Geo.  Deas^ 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Sih  Milittvy  Department. 


Caup  at  Las  C&vcitas,  on  Rio  Grande, 

October  3,  1849. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  pro* 
ceeded,  September  21,  from  the  camp  opposite  EI  Paso^  with  the  escort 
designated,  to  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the  Sacramento  mountains,  and 
ascertain  if  there  existed  a  pass  through  them  practicable  for  wagons. 
Leaving  camp  at  2  p.  m.,  and  taking  the  Salt  Lake  road,  the  day  follow- 
ing I  reached  the  Arroyo  Solidad,  the  first  water  from  the  Rio  Grande — 
estimated  distance  thirty>eight  miles,  and  general  direction  north  4^  east. 
This  creek  rises  in  the  Sierra  Solidad,  its  headspring  being  about  one 
Bule  distant  from  my  camp,  and  was  represented  by  the  guides  as  being 
generally  drv,  except  at  the  spring.  The  next  water  on  the  road  (which  I 
stiU  followed)  was  that  of  the  Ojo  de  San  Nicolas,  distant  twenty-one  and 
a  half  miles^  in  a  direction  slightly  east  of  north.  From  this  poiut,  leaving 
the  wagon  road,  I  followed  a  large  Indian  trail  to  the  Canon  del  Perro,  the 
nearest  point  of  the  Sierra  Sacramento — distance  thirty-two  miles;  course 
north  69"^  45'  east.  This  canon  furnishes  a  fine  supply  of  water,  but  is  so 
narrow  and  rough  that  the  Indian  trail,  in  place  of  following  it,  leads  directly 
over  the  mountain.  Passing  along  parallel  to  the  base  of  the  mountain, 
as  near  as  the  rocky  spurs  would  admit,  I  crossed  a  small  running  creek, 
distant  ten  miles  from  the  Canon  del  Perro,  and  reached  the  creek  '^  HI 
Agna  de  Nuestra  Senora  de  la  Luz,"  nine  miles  beyond.  The  general  di- 
leetioD  from  Caiion  del  Perro  was  north  10?  IIK  west.  The  canon  from 
which  this  creek  flowed  was  but  little  wider  than  the  first  one  mentioned, 
sod,  at  the  distance  of  one  and  a  half  miles  from  its  mouth,  brfinched 
into  two  narrow  ravines.  From  this  creek  I  followed  the  base  of  the 
mountain  for  six  miles,  in  a  direction  north  15^  west,  and  arrived  at  the 
entrance  to  what  was  said  by  the  guides  to  be  a  pass  through  the  moun* 
tains.  A  ride  of  two  and  a  quarter  miles,  m  a  direction  about  north  73^ 
east,  brought  me  into  the  narrow,  rocky  valley  of  a  salt  creek.  Find- 
ing that  there  was  no  pass  here,  I  made  my  way  out  of  the  hilis  by  trav- 
eiUng  down  the  bed^of  the  creek  for  about  two  miles,  and  then  taking  an 
Indian  trail  leading  off  to  the  northeast,  across  several  spurs  and  inter* 
aediate  valleys;  at  the  distance  of  five  miles,  entered  the  valley  of  La 
Cienegu — a  marshy  creek  flowing  between  the  Sierra  Sacramento  and 
Blanca.  The  width  of  this  valley  was  about  five  miles;  but  the  great 
immber  of  small  spurs  putting  out  on  either  side  from  the  .mountains  to 
tbe  banks  of  the  creek  would  cause  a  considerable  amount  of  labor  to 
be  laid  out  on  them  before  being  pracucable  for  wagons.  About  seven 
and  a  half  miles  above  the  point  of  entrance  into  the  valley,  the  creek 
forked — one  toaach  coming  in  from  tbe  southeast;  and  the  other  from  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


[61] 


14 


north  of  east.  I  first  examined  the  left  branch;  but  the  difBculties  en- 
countered in  a  distance  of  three  miles,  and  the  appearance  of  the  valley 
ahead,  where  it  became  narrow  and  rugged,  caused  mc  to  retrace  my 
steps,  and  attempt  the  valley  of  the  other  branch.  Crossing  the  left 
branch  with  great  difficulty,  I  found,  afler  a  mile's  travel  in  the  second 
valley,  that  it  possessed  no  advantages  over  the  first,  and  started  for  the 
Rio  Grande.  The  portion  of  the  Sierra  Sacramento  to  the  south  of  the 
Canon  del  Perro  I  did  not  examine,  for  the  reason  that  the  guides  in- 
formed me  that  there  was  neither  water  nor  a  country  practicable  for 
wagons.  On  my  return,  after  arriving  at  the  Salt  creek,  I  left  the  trail 
made  in  going  up,  passed  below  the  running  water  of  "El  Aguade  Nuestra 
Senora  de  la  Luz,"  and  struck  for  the  southern  point  of  an  extensive 
range  of  white  sand  hills,  situated  in  the  middle  of  the  immense  valley 
lying  between  the  Sierra  Sacramento  and  the  mountains  near  the  Rio 
Grande.  This  course  (south  39^  SC  west)  led  by  a  brackish  spring,  and 
about  one  mile  and  a  half  to  the  right  of  Salt  lake.  From  the  sand  hills 
to  the  Ojo  de  Ste.  Nicolas,  the  course  was  south  53^  3(y  west,  and  dis- 
tance sixteen  and  three-quarter  miles.  Agreeably  to  orders,  on  leaving 
the  Arroyo  Solidad,  I  entered  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande  by  the  <*Paso 
delos  Alamitos,"  abroad  elevated  valley  connecting  the  Salt  Lake  and 
Rio  Grande  valleys,  and  presenting  no  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  wagons 
between  the  two.  The  distance  from  the  Arroyo  Solidad  to  the  point  of 
the  Rio  Grande  about  thirty  miles  above  the  rancho  opposite  El  Paso,  is 
about  twenty-one  miles,  and  the  direction  south  30°  west. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  SMITH, 
Lieutenant  Ihpographical  Enginters. 
Captain  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Top.  Engineers,  Brevet  Colonel  U.  S.  A. 


San  Antonio,  December  1, 1849. 

CoLONEX  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  fit>ra 
headquarters,  8th  military  department,  of  June  9, 1849,  I  left  this  city, 
with  a  party  of  thirty  men,  for  El  Paso  del  Norte,  via  Fredericksbui^. 

June  14, 1849,  ^rst  day. — Made  fourteen  miles  to  a  water-hole,  where 
we  bivouacked  for  the  night  Country  from  San  Antonio  to  this  place  is  a 
rolling  prairie,  having  abundance  of  mezquiie  grass,  which  affords  excel- 
lent pasturage  for  horses  and  other  stock  ;  road,  in  many  places,  lies  over 
limestone  rock,  which  makes  it  rough  and  injurious  to  wagons.  Country 
somewhat  hilly,  and  covered  with  clumps  of  live-oak  and  other  timber. 

June  15,  second  fjay^ — Country  of  the  same  character  as  yesterday,  ex- 
cept that  the  hills  are  higher  and  more  frequent.  The  road,  too,  is  more 
rocky  and  uneven  ;  hills  on  the  left  lie  quite  close  to  the  road.  Leaving 
Misenbergs,  the  road  is  still  rocky  and  uneven  ;  on  the  left  hand  is  a  deep 
ravine  with  bluff  banks.  After  passing  the  Cibolo,  four  miles  from  Mi- 
senbergs, the  road  becomes  very  good,  being  smooth  and  level.  The 
Cibolo,  where  the  road  crosses  it,  is  a  dry  ravine.  About  two  miles  above 
there  is  plenty  of  pure  water.  Stretches  of  prairie,  with  groves  of  live 
oak,  occur  at  intervals.  Reach  Post  Oak  springs  at  11^  a.  m.,  and  en- 
camp.   The  springs  are  to  the  right  of  the  toad,  and  in  the  flats. 

June  16,  third  day. — Left  camp  at  8  o'clock  this  mornings  and  marched 
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about  two  miles  from  Post  Oak  smugs;  passed  betweenlwo  ranges  of  hills 
fanning  quite  a  gorge.  Country  aroand  is  beautiful,  consisting  ahernately 
of  rolling  prairie  and  flats,  which  latter  are  at  times  boggy,  and  difficult 
for  loaded  wagons.  Next  stream  is  Spring  creek,  the  i^ter  of  which  is 
beautifully  pure  and  clear,  flowing  over  a  pebbly  bed.  Limestone  occurs 
oa  its  banks  ;  timber  of  large  size  is  also  found  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 
Country  from  this  creek  to  the  Sabinal  is  a  rolling  prairie,  with  many 
clamps  of  trees.  The  road  at  Sabinal  becomes  very  difficult,  the  sides  of 
the  ravine  through  which  the  creek  flows  being  very  steep  and  stony. 
At  three  miles  from  Sabinal,  we  passed  Wasp  creek,  through. the  same 
kind  of  country,  except  that  the  hills  are  higher.  Many  flats  occur  in 
the  intervals^  covered  with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  mezquite  grass  and  wild 
rye.  The  crossing  at  Wasp  creek  was  very  difficult,  the  wagons  all  stall- 
ing, and  obliging  us  to  double  teams.  Uountry  continues  the  same  to 
Gdadalupe  river,  a  distance  of  four  miles.  Passed  the  Guadalupe  and 
marched  hali  mile  furtlier  to  Sisters  creek,  where  we  encamped  at  3 
o'clock. 

June  lly  fourth  day. — From  Guadalupe  river  to  Fredericksburg,  the 
country  continues  of  the  same  character,  being  an  alternation  of  prairie 
and  post- oak  woods.  The  grazing,  dther  on  the  prairie  or  in  the  woods,  is 
excellent,  and  very  abundant.  Sisters  creek  crosses  the  road  several  times 
vithin  seven  miles  from  Guadalupe  river.  At  ten  miles  from  camp,  we 
entered  a  beautiful  valley,  the  ascent  from  which  was  quite  steep.  There 
is  a  trail  leading  to  the  right  across  the  mountains,  which  shortens  the 
distance  to  Fredericksburg  considerably,  but  is  entirely  impracticable  for 
wagons  or  any  wheeled  vehicle*  Grape  creek  crosses  the  road  twice 
within  half  a  mile,  at  the  distance  of  thirteen  miles  from  our  camp  of  last 
night.  Country  is  well  wooded,  and  grazing  abundant.  The  Peider- 
nalls  next  occurs,  at  seven  miles  from  Grape  creek,  add  five  from  Freder- 
icksburg. There  is  a  small  stream  of  water  midway  between  these  two. 
Arrived  at  Fredericksburg  at  3  p.  m. 

June  21,  eighth  day, — We  were  obliged  to  remain  at  Fredericksburg 
three  days^  in  order  to  repair  our  wagons,  which  were  somewhat  out  of 
Older.  These  repairs  completed,  we  left  on  Thursday,  and  marched  eight 
miles  to  our  encampment  on  Banon's  creek.  The  course  on  leaving 
town  was  north  25^  west;  it  afkerwards  changed  to  10^  west.  The  road  is 
very  good,  being  the  one  travelled  to  the  German  settlements  on  the  Uano. 
The  country  is  beautiful,  well  wooded  and  watered. 

June  22,  ninth  day. — ^Marched  about  nine  miles  to  Pecan  spring,  which 
touches  the  road  on  the  left.  The  country  continues  of  the  same  charac- 
ler,  with  plenty  of  wood  and  water.  Leaving  Pecan  spring,  we  entered 
a  dkeep  valley,  through  which  the  road  wound.  The  descent  was  abrupt, 
but  easily  passed.  Granite  begins  to  appear  at  this  place,  along  with 
nieces  of  quartz.  Passed  several  places  where  there  appear  to  have  been 
ia^ge  bodies  of  water  during  the  rainy  season.  The  beds  of  such  ponds 
are  of  sandstone,  in  large  masses.  Road  near  camp  lies  over  a  reddish 
sttid.  Encamped  in  a  post-oak  groye  at  11  a.  m.  Course  to-day,  north 
10^  west. 

June  S3,  tenih  day. — Marched  about  four  miles  this  morning  to  the 
place  where  the  emigrant  trail  leaves  the  road  to  the  setdements  on  the 
Uano.  In  this  distance  there  were  two  places  unfavorable  to  the  passage 
of  wagons^  but  not  sufficient  to  cause  much  dfflculty.    Water  appears, 
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but  it  is  not  permanefnt.  The  emigrants'  toad  to  the  west  is  plainly  dis- 
cernible over  the  prairie.  The  country  through  which  it  passes  is  varied — 
sometimes  open  prairie,  the  post-oak  country,  and  the  hilly.  We  passed 
several  places  where  water  was  standing  in  quite  large  pools,  but  it  is  not 
permanent.  The  soil  over  which  we  passed  was  light  and  sandy,  and 
in  several  places  of  a  red  color.  Granite  occurs  in  several  places,  in  large 
masses.  Arrived  at  the  Llano  about  one  o'clock,  and  found  the  river  so 
high  OS  to  be  impassable  for  the  present  Encamped  about  twelve  miies 
above  the  German  settlements. 

June  24,  eleventh  day —  Started  this  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  and  ford- 
ed the  river  without  difficulty,  it  having  ikllen  during  the  night  and  mom- 
ing  about  two  feet.  The  banks  on  each  side  are  rough,  rocky,  and  pie- 
cipitous,  and  difficult  of  ascent  and  descent.  After  leaving  the  Llano,  the 
road  is  very  good  to  Comanche  creek,  which  is  easily  crossed.  This 
creek  affords  good  water,  and  it  is  a  permanent  running  stream.  From 
Comanche  creek,  the  road  lies  over  the  same  kind  of  country — rolline- 
prairie  and  hills — to  the  head  of  Honey  creek,  where  we  camped  at  4 
o'clock. 

June  25,  twelfth  day. — Ijcft  camp  this  morning  at  8^  o'clock.  The 
load  here  was  between  two  ranges  of  hills  Those  on  the  left  (west) 
are  extremely  rocky  and  precipitous.  Road  continues  level  and  good  for 
about  three  miles,  when  it  runs  through  a  gap  between  two  hills,  froai 
the  top  of  which  the  Lammeding  country  can  oe  seen  for  a  great  distance. 
It  afterwards  passed  for  nine  miles  over  an  alternation  of  hills  and  prairie, 
till  we  left  it.  After  leaving  the  road,  we  marched  north  20*^  west  throe 
miles  to  the  San  Saba  1'he  country  for  these  three  miles  was  hilly, 
and  covered  with  large  slabs  of  limestone.  The  banks  on  the  south  side 
of  the  San  Saba  slope  gradually  to  the  water,  which  is  about  eighteen 
inches  deep,  flowing  over  lai^e  slabs  of  limestone  rock.  On  the  north 
side  the  banks  were  steep,  and  of  soft  earth,  rendering  the  passage  diffi- 
cult.    We  were  obHeed  to  cut  away  the  bank  in  order  to  pass. 

June  26,  tkirteentk  cCay.-^Detained  in  camp  to  a  late  hour  to-day  by 
violent  rain.  At  eleven  we  started,  and  marched  about  five  miles  to  the 
head  of  Camp  creek,  where  we  halted  for  the  day.  Next  water  is  Bjady 's 
creek,  fifteen  miles  furtlier  on;  no  reliable  water  in  the  interval  We  have 
now  left  the  road,  and  follow  the  Indian  trails  whenever  the  direction  coin- 
cides with  ourown.  Ghround  over  which  we  pass  is  very  rough,  and  similar 
to  that  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Several  places  on  the  road  appear  to 
have  had  water  in  them;  there  was  a  little  when  we  passed.  The  beds  of 
these  places  were  of  rotten  limestone,  which  was  very  abiuidant  on  the  hills. 
Water  of  Camp  creek  is  good  and  abundant. 

June  27,  fourteenth  day. — Country . today  was  a  high  and  beautiful 
rarairie^  easily  travelled  over,  so  that  a  road  could  be  had-in  any  direction. 
The  wood  was  mesquite,  affording  fuel  merely;  grazing  good.  Many  dog 
towns  appear,  with  their  inhabitants — prairie  dogs  and  rattlesnakes.  Ajr- 
rived  in  camp  at  4  o'clock,  on  Brady's  creek. 

June  28yfifteeth  day. — Left  south  fork  of  Brady's  creek  this  morning* 
at  6  o'clock,  and  marched  through  a  beautiful  country  to  the  head-waters^ 
The  road  from  the  San  Saba  to  the  bead  of  the  creek  is  through  a  prairie 
covered  with  scattered  mezqhite  and  mezquite  grass.  There  is  abun* 
dance  of  wood  for  culinary  purposes,  and  the  grass  abundant  and  good 
for  grazing.    The  water  in  Brady's  creek^  at  the  heod^  and  in  the  south 
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knoch,  is  in  large  pools,  extending  sometimes  to  the  length  of  a  mile  or 
Dore,  and  having  a  depth  of  six  or  eight  feet.  The  country  is  level,  Of 
mat  eUsvatioQ,  and  can  be  travelled  over  with  wagons  in  any  direction. 
The  waters  of  the  creek  Aimish  large  quantities  of  catfish. 

June  29,  sixteenth  day. — Started  this  morning  at  6  o'clock,  taking  a 
tnul  leading  to  the  west.  After  marching  about  eight  miles,  we  arrived 
at  the  head- springs  of  the  creek.  Our  course  was  then  west  for  thirteen 
miles,  when  we  struck  Kickapoo  creek  at  3  o'clock.  The  country  be- 
tween Brady's  creek  and  Kickapoo  is  most  admirably  adapted  for  a  natu- 
nd  road;  not  a  single  place  where  ten  minutes'  work  is  needed.  Our 
whole  route  was  over  an  open,  levd  mezquite  prairie,  requiring  nothing 
but  traTelling  to  make  a  road  in  any  direction.  The  timber  is  mezquite-^ 
only  enough  for  cooking.  The  grazing  was  excellent.  We  passed  one 
or  two  amall  runs  of  water — not  permanent.  Dog  towns  and  rattlesnakes 
abounded  most  of  the  way.  The  Kickapoo  is  a  large  stream  of  good, 
dear  water,  opening  out  occasionally  into  large  pools,  from  which  we  ob- 
tained catfish  and  trout  in  abundance.  The  grazing  was  excellent  and 
atmndaut.  The  timber  on  the  banks  was  of  large  size,  consisting  of  live 
oak  and  pecan. 

^me  SOfSevetUeetUA  day. — ^Left  camp  this  morning  at  6^  o'clock,  and 
dossed  the  Edckapoo  without  any  difficulty,  beyond  cutting  out  the  brush. 
Country  becomes  hilly,  stony,  and  barren,  being  a  succc*ssion  of  gende 
elevations  and  depressions,  covered  with  broken  pieces  of  limestone.  We 
had  hilts  to  the  south  quite  near  us.  Those  to  the  north  of  the  Concho 
were  also  visible.  In  several  places  the  grazing  seemed  very  good;  but 
theie  was  an  almost  total  absence  of  anything  like  timber.  We  passed 
Potato  spring  at  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Kickapoo.  Reached  Lipan 
creek  at  12  o^clock,  and  made  our  camp.  The  water  here  is  running, 
and,  like  the  Salado,  near  San  Antonio,  opens  out  into  large  pools.  It  is 
of  good  flavor  and  pure.  Timber  of  pecan  and  live  oak,  and  very  heavy. 
Siruck  Lipan  creek  to  the  right  of  the  trail,  which  we  followed,  and  which 
we  suppose  to  be  Tonrey's. 

Jviif  1,  efghieefUh  day. — Left  Lipan  creek  at  6  o'clock,  crossed  it 
without  difficulty,  and  came  to  Antelope  creek.  Still  following  the 
tsail^  we  went  through  ^^ Pass-in  mountains."  The  country  is  high, 
roUing,  and  stony,  except  in  valleys,  where  there  is  excellent  mezquite 
grass.  A  road  can  be  easily  made  here  by  removing  the  loose  stones 
fiom  before  the  wagons — no  other  labor  being  necessary,  except  clearing 
away  weeds  and  bushes  whenever  a  stream  is  to  be  passed.  Spades  to 
cutaway  the  banks  have  not  been  used  since  we  crossed  the  San  Saba. 
Timber  on  the  banks  of  this  creek  is  pretty  large;  grazing  is  good. 
Course  to-day,  north  10^  west,  and  w^t. 

The  road  yesterday  and  to-day  should  probably  bend  more  to  the  north- 
nest,  in  order  to  get  further  into  the  valleys,  and  avoid  the  stony  ground 
over  which  we  have  (lassed.  Both  yesterday  and  to-day,  the  waters  on 
which  we  encamped  furnished  very  large  fish — catfish,  trout,  and  perch. 
Sattlesnakes  and  prairie  dogs  continue  in  abundance.  After  leaving 
Kickapoo  creek,  marched  about  three  miles  southwest  towards  its  head; 
then  suuck  northwest.  The  road  before  reaching  Kickapoo  is  over 
fodrie,  with  scarcely  any  stones. 

July  2j  nineteenth  day. — Left  camp  this  morning  at  5}  o'clock.  Coun- 
try continues  the  same  as  yesterday — an  alternation  of  gentle  elevations 
Ex.— 2 
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and  depressions^  caused  by  spurs  from  the  mountains  on  the  south  of  the 
Concho.  There  is  an  almost  total  absence  of  timber;  now  and  then  there 
is  a  solitary  live  oak,  and  to  the  right  may  be  seen  some  scattering  mez-. 
quite.  To-day  and  yesterday,  our  course  bore  for  the  Green  mounds, 
which  have  been  in  sight,  north  5°  west.  At  five  miles  from  camp,  came 
to  the  South  Concho — quite  a  large  stream,  with  a  gentle  current. 
Crossed  here  easily,  after  clearing  the  brush  from  the  banks.  Still  con- 
tinuing west  for  eight  miles,  we  crossed  Dove  creek.  Crossing  eflfected 
without  any  difficulty,  after  cutting  out  the  brush  from  its  banks.  Both  of 
these  streams  have  heavy  timber  immediately  on  their  banks,  but  no  fur- 
ther. The  water  of  both  is  good  and  runs  gently,  in  a  northern  direction. 
Grazing  is  only  tolerable,  the  grass  being  old  and  dry.  Pecan  timber  of 
large  size  is  found. 

July  3,  twentieth  day, — ^Left  our  camp  on  Dove  creek  this  morning  at  6 
o'clock,  and  rode  about  three  miles  to  a  small  branch,  which  crosses  the 
trail.  This  was  Good  Spring  creek;  the  water  was  pure  and  very  cold. 
Our  course  now  is  due  west,  occasionally  diverging  from  it  to  avoid  a  spur 
of  the  hills,  or  to  head  an  arroyo.  The  line  forming  the  Pass-in  moun- 
tains  and  Green  mounds  is  due  east  and  west.  From  the  half-way  point 
between  Dove  creek  and  Lipan  Camp  creek,  tlie  twin  mountains  bear 
north  45°  east.  Pass-in  mountains  bear  west  from  Brady's  creek  (ahead.) 
These  two  are  landmarks  scarcely  mistakeable.  Arrived  to-day  at  the 
main  Concho  about  3  o'clock.  The  country  at  Green  mounds  rocky  and 
broken,  but  did  not  offer  much  difficulty  to  the  passage  of  wagons. 
After  passing  Green  mounds,  the  country  becomes  rolling  prairie.  The 
grass  all  along  our  route  today  and  yesterday  appeared  dry  and  burnt  up, 
offering  but  little  sustenance  to  our  animals.  We  fell  in,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Concho,  with  the  emigrant  road  to  California,  which  we  expected 
to  find  at  the  Green  mounds.     It  lies  to  the  south  of  Green  mounds. 

July  4,  twenfy-Jirst  day. — Marched  three  miles  to-day,  merely  to  change 
camp  and  find  good  grazing  for  the  mules.. 

Jxdy  5,  twenty-second  day. — Started  this  morning  at  7  o'clock,  and  got 
into  camp  on  the  banks  of  the  Concho  at  1  o'clock.  Crossed  the  river 
at  nine  miles  from  camp  of  this  morning.  It  runs  here  in  a  northeast  direc- 
tion. One  mile  fiirther,  crossed  the  north  fork  of  the  Concho.  At  four, 
SIX,  and  fourteen  miles  from  camp,  we  crossed  deep  arroyos,  running 
north  into  the  Concho  ;  these,  however,  presented  no  difficulty. 

At  the  Green  mounds  this  road  was  visible  to  us;  but  as  it  was  to  the 
south  of  us,  we  continued  on  the  trail  we  were  following  until  we  arrived 
on  the  Concho,  where  the  wagon-road  is  deeply  marked  on  the  prairie. 
The  river  is  reached  at  seven  miles  from  Green  mounds,  but  the  road 
follows  the  southern  and  eastern  bank  for  twelve  miles  before  crossing. 
For  the  last  two  days  wood  has  been  very  scarce;  grazing  only  tolerable, 
grass  being  parched  and  dry.  The  water  of  the  Concho  is  good,  afford- 
ing catfish,  trout,  &c. 

Jidy  6,  twenty-third  day. — ^Road  to-day  continues  hard  and  excellent, 
having  hills  on  both  sides.  Here  rocks  appear  statified,  as  also  at  Kick- 
apoo  creek,  strata  varying  from  six  to  eighteen  inches  in  thickness; 
rocks  are  limestone.  To-day,  came  to  the  head  of  the  river;  it  rises  in  a 
valley  between  two  ranges  of  hills,  in  low,  swampy  ground,  appearing  in 
pools,  covered  with  leaves  like  those  of  lotus  plants.  Grazing  here  is  pretty 
gpod',  some  timber  to  be  had  at  a  distance  from  the  water. 
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July  7,  twenty-fourth  day. — ^Left  head  of  Concho  this  morning  at  7 
o'clock,  and  travelled  twenty  miles  over  a  hard,  smooth,  and  level  road 
to  this  place,  where  there  are  two  water-holes  of  large  size.  Country  over 
which  the  road  lies  is  situated  between  two  ranges  of  hills  of  shnall  ele- 
vation, and  is  extremely  destitute  of  wood.  For  the  first  nine  miles  there 
was  plenty  of  water  standing  in  holes,  but  not  permanent;  afler  that  there 
was  none  until  we  came  to  camp.  The  country  is  extremely  dry;  gra- 
SDg  very  indifferent. 

July  8,  twenty Jifih  day, — Came  to-day  twenty- two  miles  to  the  Wild 
China  ponds,  which  were  entirely  dry.  Hills  and  mountains  appear  on 
our  left  and  in  front;  country  around  us  rolling  prairie;  no  water  to-day,  and 
obliged  to  camp  without  it.  Five  miles  from  our  camp  of  yesterday  mom- 
iDg,  Connelly's  trail  leaves  the  road,  bearing  to  the  southwest.  There  is, 
probably,  abundance  of  water  at  these  water- holes  during  the  rsuny  seasons; 
the  ground  about  them  is  soft,  moist,  and  springy,  offering  a  chance  for 
finding  water  at  no  great  depth.  To-day  and  yesterday,  saw  large  droves 
of  mustangs.    Soil  to-day  is  light  and  sandy;  grazing  good,  but  no  wood. 

July  9,  twenty-sixth  day, — Arrived  in  camp  on  the  Pecos  river  at  i 
o'clock  to-day,  having  left  the  Wild  China  ponds  at  four  this  morning. 
At  Gap  water,  in  the  Caette  mountain,  thirteen  miles  from  camp,  we 
feund  a  little  dirty  and  brackish  water,  which  sufficed  to  water  our  mules, 
but  was  unfit  for  any  other  purpose.  The  road  runs  through  a  pass  in 
the  mountain ;  this  pass  is  very  winding,  and  goes  down  very  deep  into 
the  mountain,  the  rocks  rising  to  several  hundred  feet  above  it.  The  road 
through  this  place  was  cleared  for  us  \>y  CaUfornia  parlies  which  had  pre» 
ceded  us,  so  that  our  wagons  came  through  without  difficulty.  Between 
Wild  China  and  Caette  mountain,  high  mountains  appear  to  the  south 
and  southwest.  Leaving  Caette  mountain,  the  road  passes  over  an  ex- 
ceedingly barren  country,  sandy,  and  producing  scarcely  anything  bul 
prickly  pear.  This  continues  to  the  Pecos,  which  is  not  visible  until 
you  come  directly  upon  it,  its  banks  not  being  marked  by  trees  or  any- 
thing diflferent  from  the  surrounding  plains.  To  the  southwest,  high 
mounds  and  table  lands  appear.  The  road  bears  to  the  southwest,  ctoss- 
ing  many  large  Indian  trails,  all  of  which  bear  southwest. 

July  10,  twenty-severUh  day. — Spent  today  in  crossing  the  Pecos, 
which  was  accomplished  by  making  a  raft  of  sp^re  wagon-tongues  and 
bounds,  floated  by  empty  water-casks.  Everything  was  thus  salely  taken 
over.  The  Pecos  here  is  a  muddy  stream,  of  a  dark  red  color,  and,  running 
through  the  plains,  has  very  much  the  appearance  of  a  canal.  The  prairie 
docs  not  change  in  appearance  in  the  least  as  you  approach  the  river,  and 
one  is  immediately  on  the  river  before  he  is  aware  of  its  proximity.  The 
crossins:  which  we  used  is  known  as  the  *^Horse-head  crossing*' — no- 
doubt  from  the  number  of  horses'  heads  which  lie  scattered  near.  The 
soil  here  is  very  light,  like  ashes,  and  a  camp  soon  becomes  intolerable — 
especially  in  windy  weather.  Grass  here  is  coarse  and  hard,  and  appears 
to  have  but  little  nourishment.  There  is  no  wood  at  all  to  be  had.  The 
banks  where  we  crossed  were  low,  and  tolerably  firm;  but  this  must  be 
the  case  only  in  dry  weather.  In  other  places  where  we  approached  the 
water,  horses  sunk  to  the  girth  in  the  boggy  soil,  which  was  of  most 
tenacious  clay. 

July  11,  ttoeniy  eighth  day. — Spent  to-day  on  the  west  bank  of  thd 
Pecos,  in  order  to  give  men  and  animals  some  time  to  recruit*    Soil  on 
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this  side  same  as  on  the  other^  being  very  light  and  diy,  and  moved  inter 
clouds  of  dust  by  every  breath  of  wind.  The  grazing  is  somewhat  better 
than  on  the  eastern  bank^  but  still  only  tolerable. 

July  12,  twenty-ninth  rfoy. — Left  camp  this  morning  at  6  o'clock, 
and  marched  about  five  miles  over  the  same  flat  and  desolate  prairie; 
afterwards  the  country  became  covered  with  thickets  and  chaparral,  and 
then  continuing  to  alternate  between  chaparral  and  prairie^  more  or  less 
open.  The  river  continues  on  our  right,  our  course  having  been  west 
and  north^northwest.  The  current  is  quite  swift,  but  not  as  much  so  as 
that  of  the  river  at  San  Antonio.  The  banks  continue  to  be  so  high  that 
it  is  necessary  to  water  the  animals  by  means  of  buckets.  When  cut 
away,  they  become  boggy.  Our  present  camp  is  a  mezquite  chaparral  in 
a  bend  of  the  river.  Grazing  to-day  tolerable. 

Jiffy  13,  thirtieth  day. — Country  to-day  seems  as  yesterday — the 
ground,  here  and  there,  being  covered  with  saline  efflorescence.  This 
appears  at  every  few  yards  along  the  road,  impr^nating  the  water  and  the 
grass.  At  six  miles  from  camp,  we  came  to  the  falls  of  the  Pecos,  where 
the  water  tumbles  over  several  steps  of  rocks.  The  total  fall  is  about  ten 
feet.  Near  our  camp  to-night  there  is  a  pond  containing  very  pure  and 
clear  water,  but  it  is  also  very  salt.  Wild  fowl  abound  in  its  vicinity. 
The  river  is  crossed  here  by  several  Indian  trails.  At  this  point  the  depth 
is  about  five  feet;  bottom  of  gravel,  firm  and  hard.  Our  fuel  to-day  is 
mezquite  brush.    Grazing  pretty  good. 

Jidy  14,  tMrty-Jirst  day. — Road  to-day  went  through  a  kind  of  ravine, 
the  sides  being  of  red  sandstone  and  clay,  in  thin  layers.  The  soil  of  the 
road  next  becomes  sandy,  and  then  full  of  lime,  varying  every  few  miles* 
At  ten  miles  from  camp,  the  river  bends  into  the  road;  and  in  the  valley- 
there  is  very  good  grazing,  and  easy  access  to  the  water.  Two  miles 
from  this  place,  we  crossed  a  very  small  stream,  or  rather  succession  of 
water-holes,  for  the  water  was  not  running.  This  we  supposed  to  be 
Toyat  creek,  from  its  situation.  The  water  was  very  salt.  Ground  here 
was  broken,  and  in  wet  weather  must  be  very  boggy.  On  the  left  of  the 
road,  further  on,  there  is  a  succession  of  pools  of  very  salt  water.  Country 
here  is  more  rolling,  and  more  covered  with  brushwood  than  near  the 
Horse-head  crossing. 

Jtdy  15,  thirty-second  day, — Started  this  morning  at  6^  o'clock,  and 
came  to  this  camp,  twepty-two  miles,  through  a  country  which,  for  the 
first  four  miles,  is  somewhat  hilly  and  uneven,  and  then  becomes  a  level 
plain,  on  which  there  is  very  good  grazing.  At  twelve  miles  firom  canrn, 
came  to  a  pond  of  extremely  salt  water,  which  extended  on  our  right  for 
three  miles.  At  fifteen  miles  from  camp,  struck  a  range  of  hills  of  small 
elevation,  running  along  the  road  on  the  left.  Country,  except  for  these 
hills,  rolling  prairie.  Encamped  at  3  o'clock  in  a  horseshoe  formed  by 
the  river,  where  there  was  veiy  good  grazing,  but  no  wood. 

July  16,  thirty-third  day, — Left  this  morning  at  6^  o'clock,  and  marched 
over  a  hard,  fiat  road  to  this  camp,  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles.  A  ereal 
part  of  this  road  was  of  sandy  soil,  and  some  of  it  of  clay.  On  our  left  the 
ridge  of  hills  still  accompanied  us.  The  Pecos  is  on  the  right  all  the  way, 
ana  always  within  about  a  mile  of  the  road.  Our  course  has  been  varia- 
ble, as  the  road  follows  the  bend  of  the  river,  which  is  extremely  crooked, 
and  fill!  of  ^^horse-shoes."    The  general  direction  is  north  35"  west. 

July  17,  thirty-fourth  day. — Came  to- day  fourteen  miles  to  Saline  creek; 
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where,  not  fiDding  good  and  sufficient  grazing  for  our  animals,  we  left 
the  road,  and  again  caroe  to  the  Pecos,  to  a  place  where  the  grass  was  tol- 
erable. Banks  here  were  high  and  steep,  so  that  we  were  obliged  to 
lesort  Co  buckets  for  watering  animals,  aa  everywhere  dse  on  this  river. 
Country  now  becomes  hilly,  and  the  road  is  more  sandy.  For  the  first 
two  miles  the  road  was  soil  and  boggy;  afterwards,  as  the  country  becomes 
high,  road  runs  alternately  over  hard,  stonv  ground  and  sandy  soil.  Sa- 
line creek  was  entirely  dry  where  we  crossea,  though  the  guide  states  there 
is  ^enty  of  waler  some  miles  nearer  its  head.  The  ground  in  the  vicinity 
is  covered  with  efflorescence  of  salts.  Hills  appear  now  on  both  sides  of 
Che  river — the  road  sometimes  running  over  them,  and  sometimes  between 
diem  and  the  river. 

My  18,  thirty  fifth  day, — ^Lefi  camp  this  morning  at  7^  o'cbck,  and 
maicbed  for  ten  miles  ov>er  a  prairie  more  or  less  undulating.  Three 
miles  iirom  camp  we  came  to  the  first  of  those  deep,  precipitous  ravines 
which  roaik  the  upper  parts  of  this  sinuous  course.  Aft^  the  first  ten 
miles,  the  road  enters  the  hills,  through  which  it  winds  in  all  directions, 
the  general  course  bein^  north  60^  west.  The  toad  to-day  is  even  and 
bard,  and  mosdy  over  hmestone.  In  several  places  the  earth  had  caved 
in,  presenting  the  appearance  of  unfinished  wells.  The  hills  are  bare 
and  stony;  no  trees  on  the  route.  Encamped  at  2  o^clock  on  Delaware 
creek,  sixrecjp  miles  from  the  Pecos.  Grazing  here  is  excellent;  the 
water  of  this  creek  is  clear  and  beautiful,  but  slightly  impregnated  with 
solphar. 

July  19,  thirty ^sirth  day. — Spent  to-day  in  camp,  in  order  to  recruit  the 
animals,  which  are  much  fatigued. 

July  io^tkirty'Seventh  cfay, — Encamped  again  to-day  on  the.  banks  of 
Delaware  creek,  after  a  march  of  twenty-three  miles.  The  road  leads 
diTough  the  hills,  and  is  very  crooked  indeed,  taking  nearly  all  directions. 
Our  geneial  course  is  west  to  the  southern  point  of  Guadalupe.  There 
are  three  high  peaks  of  the  Sierra*  Guadalupe  which  seive  as  landmarks 
for  a  great  distance.  The  soil  of  the  road  is  sometimes  hmestone  and 
aonietimes  sand.  Grazing  to-day  is  very  poor  indeed,  and  very  little 
wood  to  be  had«  Our  camp  is  a  small  valley,  where  there  are  three  fine 
springs;  one  is  highly  impregnated  with  sulphur,  another  with  salts  of 
soda,  while  the  third  is  of  the  best  and  purest  water,  suited  for  the  use  of 
maa  and  beast.    Grazing  at  thiis  camp  is  very  good.   . 

July  21,  thirty -eighth  day. — Our  general  course  continues  west,  though 
ve  are  obliged  to  t^e  all  directions  around  the  spurs  of  the  mountains. 
Yesterday  and  to-day  we  saw  the  first  dwarf  cedars.  Wood  is  very 
scarce  indeed — scarcely  enough  to  cook  with,  and  even  that  brought  from 
a  distance,  and  collected  with  much  trouble.  The  road  to-day  lies  very 
high,  over  ridges  andspurs  of  the  mountain,  but  is  nevertheless  very  good. 
Ten  miles  from  this'niorning's  camp  there  is  a  deep  ravine,  where  there  is 
water  in  holes,  but  not  permanent.  Anrived  at  1  o'clock  at  Independence 
spring,  the  water  of  which  is  very  fine,  being  pure  and  cold.  Here  we 
fcund  the  first  trees  we  have  seen  since  we  left  the  Concho.  Grazing 
here  is  pretty  good. 

Jidy  22 f  thtrly-nirUhday. — Marched  to-day  six  miles  to  a  fine  spring  of 
pore  cold  water,  at  the  foot  of  Guadalupe,  and  encamped.  The  spring 
u  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  road,  in  a  comer  of  the 
moantains.    Heie  we  found  excellent  grass  for  tlie  animals,  good  water^ 
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and  fine  large  timber,  of  pine,  cedar,  serren,  &c.  The  camp  was  sepa- 
rated from  the  road  by  a  rocky  raviiie,  which  cost  us  some  trouble  tiy 
cross.  The  road  to-day  is  firm  and  hard,  and,  as  for  several  days  past, 
Hes  sometimes  high  on  the  ridges,  and  then  again  follows  the  valleys. 
We  are  now  at  the  foot  of  Guadalupe,  and  the  mountains  are  covered 
with  forests  of  large  timber,  and  contain  many  springs  of  excellent  water. 

July  23 y/m-tieth  day, — Spent  this  day  in  camp,  in  order  to  recruit  the 
animals.    ^ 

Juhf  2A:,  forty-first  day. — Left  camp  this  morning  at  5  o'clock,  and 
cleared  the  ravine  without  trouble.  About  three  miles  from  camp,  came  to 
a  fine  spring,  to  the  right  of  the  road,  at  the  commencement  of  the  descent 
of  the  fii-st  hill.  The  descent  was  very  rough,  and  continued  for  about 
two  miles  down  the  mountain  side.  The  road  continued  rocky  and  rough 
for  seven  miles,  when  it  became  smoother,  and  finally  deep  and  sandy. 
At  twenty  miles  we  came  upon  a  range  of  hills  of  pure  white  sand,  ex- 
tending some  distance  on  the  left  of  the  road.  At  twenty- four  miles,  the 
dry  bed  of  what  seems  to  have  been  a  salt  lake  appears.  It  is  a  per- 
fectly smooth  bed  of  white  sand.  The  ground  was  covered  with  efflo- 
rescence of  salt.  At  1  o^clock,  arrived  at  Ojo  del  Cuerpo,  which  is  a 
spring  of  brackish  water  in  the  open  prairie.  The  grazing  is  very  poor^ 
and  there  is  no  wood.  We  found  a  hole,  dug  under  the  bushes  by  some 
California  party,  which  furnished  us  tolerable  water.  The  spring  of  Ojo 
del  Ouerpo  is  quite  strongly  impregnated  with  sulphur.  Tlie  road  to-day 
has  been  rougher  than  any  we  have  had  since  leaving  Fredericksburg. 
Course  to-day  north  70^  westj  distauce  twenty  eight  and  a  half  miles. 

Jvly  25,  forty 'Second  day, — Left  camp  to  day  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  and 
marched  sixteen  miles  to  a  place  on  the  prairie  where  we  camped,  without 
water.  The  grazing  at  this  camp  was  excellent,  as  well  as  for  seveial 
miles  back.  The  road  is  excellent,  being  smooth  and  hard  and  very 
level.  We  passed  several  salt  plains,  and  some  lakes  of  very  salt  water, 
about  three  miles  to  our  left.  Some  of  these  plains  were  dry  beds  of  lakes, 
and  composed  of  glittering  white  sand.  Reached  this  place  at  6  o*clock  in 
the  evening,  and  encamped.  There  is  no  wood  to  be  had  here.  The 
distance  from  Ojo  del  Cuerpo  to  Connedos  del  Ahimo  is  thirty  miles — too 
long  a  march  for  one  day:  so  we  were  forced  to  make  two  marches  of  it. 

Mly  26,  forty-third  day, — Left  this  morning  at  6^  o*clock,  and  marched 
fourteen  miles  to  the  tanks  of  Connedos  Alamo,  which  were  reached  at 
9^  o'clock.  The  road  was  very  firm  and  hard,  composed  of  gravel  packed 
very  closely,  as  was  the  road  yesterday.  Rattlesnakes  and  dog  towns 
again  appear  in  great  numbers.  Road  to-day  is  rather  more  hilly  than 
yesterday;  mountains  appear  on  all  sides;  course  to  this  camp  from  Ojc 
del  Cuerpo  is  west.  The  mountain  here  is  nothing  more  than  a  mass  oJ 
gigantic  granite  rocks,  piled  upon  each  other  in  every  imaginable  way. 
Water  issues  firom  the  rock  in  several  places.  Outside  of  the  mountain; 
several  wells  have  been  dug  by  California  parlies.  These  wells  were  fill 
when  we  passed.  Inside  the  mountain,  in  a  cavern,  there  is  a  fine  large 
well  of  pure  water;  this  is  full  to  overflowing;  the  water  is  very  cold  anc 
of  good  flavor.  Besides  these  places,  there  is  a  large  tank  of  water  oi 
the  western  side  of  the  mountain.  Grazing  here  is  very  good,  and  plehtj 
of  wood  to  be  had. 

Jvly  2T,fartyfownh  day, — ^Marched  to  day  nine  miles  to  Ojo  del  Alamo 
The  road  is  firm  and  good,  leading  through  the  hills.    Wood  is  veri 
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scarce,  and  gtazing  alottg  the  road  only  tolerable.  The  water  here  is 
high  up  the  mountain  s  de^  and  is  found  in  several  tanks  or  wells,  and  is 
quite  difficult  to  get  at,  on  account  of  the  steepness  of  the  mountain.  The 
wagons  could  not  get  nearer  than  four  or  five  hundred  yards.  Wood  is 
not  to  be  had  here  at  all,  scarcely  even  brush.  Saw  to-day  the  Organ 
mountains,  and  Rohbro  and  Sierra  Colorado;  they  bear  from  this  camp 
north  8Q^  west,  and  west. 

July  28,  forty-fifth  day. — Marched  to-day  nineteen  miles  to  the  Waco 
mountain.  The  road  was  over  rolling  prairie,  having  high  mountains  on 
the  right  and  left  some  distance  from  us.  The  water  here  is  pure  and 
good,  and  in  great  abundauce;  but  it  is  very  difficult  of  access,  as  it  is  in 
tanks  high  up  the  rocky  side  of  the  mountain,  so  that  animals  cannot 
get  at  it,  uor  can  it  be  brought  down  to  them  in  buckets.  The  road  to 
this  point  is  very  good;  the  grazing  along  the  road  was  also  good;  but 
there  is  no  wood  at  all  to  be  had.  This  mountain  is  composed  of  un- 
mense  masses  of  granite,  with  very  little  earth  to  cover  the  rocks.  In  its 
inmiediate  vicinity  a  few  stunted  trees  may  be  found.  Leaving  this  place, 
we  passed  through  the  sierra  by  a  road  leading  mostly  over  the  dry  bed 
of  a  mountain  torrent,  now  and  then  crossing  ridges.  The  rocks  rose 
perpendicularly  on  each  side,  and  were  bare  and  stratified,  so  as  to  have 
the  appearance  of  regular  courses  and  layers.  Some  of  this  rock  was  of 
blue  limestone;  others  resembled  granite.  This  very  rough  road  lasted 
for  six  miles,  at  the  end  of  which  we  reached  the  Waco  tanks,  and  en- 
camped. The  tanks  are  situated  in  caves  of  large  masses  of  granite  rock. 
There  are  several  of  these  tanks  containing  immense  quantities  of  pure  cold 
water.  Grazing  at  this  canip  is  good,  and  plenty  of  fuel  is  to  be  had. 
The  tank  at  which  we  stopped  is  on  the  right  of  the  road.  There  are 
others  on  the  western  side  of  the  mountains. 

July  29,  forty-sixth  day. — To-day  we  arrived  at  the  Rio  Grande,  oppo- 
site Isleta,  after  a  march  of  twenty-two  miles.  The  road  for  the  first  two 
or  three  miles  is  rolling,  and  accompanied  by  spurs  of  the  mountain.  We 
left  the  direct  road  to  El  Paso  about  three  miles  from  the  Waco  tanks,  as 
the  guide  reported  it  impossible  to  obtain  subsistence  for  animals  opposite 
El  Paso.  The  road  till  within  five  miles  of  the  river  was  of  the  deepest 
and  most  fatiguing  sand.  The  country  through  which  we  passed  was 
extremely  barren;  scarcely  any  vegetation,  except  a  very  little  brushwood. 
Near  the  river,  limestone  appears;  but  still  there  is  no  more  vegetation. 
On  arriving  at  the  river,  the  scene  changes  entirely.  There  is  fine  gra- 
zing in  the  bottom,  and  plenty  of  large  cottonwood  timber,  besides  large 
ecnnfields,  orchards,  and  vineyards.  Encamped  on  the  island,  about  one 
mile  from  the  village  of  Isleta. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  remark  that  the  country  from  Fredericksburg 
to  El  Paso  del  Norte,  by  the  route  which  I  have  travelled,  presents  no 
obstructions  to  the  easy  passage  of  wagons.  Grass  and  water  may  be  had 
every  day,  within  marches  of  twenty-five  miles,  except  from  the  head  of  the 
Concho  to  the  Pecos — a  distance  of  sixty-eighlmiles,  which  is  entirely  with- 
out permanent  water  at  present.  The  character  of  the  country  is  such,  how- 
ever, as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  success  of  attempts  to  find  water  by 
means  of  wells,  sunk  at  proper  intervals.  The  soil,  in  many  places,  is  soft 
and  moist,  giving  promise  of  water  at  slight  depths.  The  remainder  of 
che  road  is  sufiiciently  well  watered.  In  passing  through  the  Guadalupe 
nountains^  we  encountered  two  places  which  might  be  much  improved 
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by  a  working  party,  and  one  place  m  the  Waco  monntains— though,  as 
they  stand,  they  may  be  passed  without  much  danger. 

After  leaving  Kickapoo  creek,  and  until  arriying  at  the  Concko,  it 
would  be  well  for  parties  taking  this  route  to  keep  further  to  the  north  than 
we  did,  and  thus  avoid  some  of  the  spurs  of  the  mountains  lying  on  the 
south  of  Concho  river. 

The  route  from  Fredericksburg  to  El  Paso  might  be  shorted  in  several 
piaces,  so  as  to  lessen  the  distance  at  least  fifty  miles — in  one  place,  from 
Fredericksburg  to  the  San  Saba;  one  between  San  Saba  and  ftady's 
creek ;  and  another  between  the  Pecos  and  the  Guadalupe  mountains.  1V> 
effect  this  diminution  of  distance  would  require  a  well  to  be  sunk  at 
each  of  three  places  between  the  spots  mentioned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  T.  BRYAN, 
Brwet  Ist  lAeui.  Typographical  Engineers. 
~  Lieut.  Col.  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Topographical  Engineers. 


Account  of  distances  from  San  Antonio  de  Bexar  to  Et  Paso  del  Norie. 


From  San  Antonio  to  1st  camp 


2d  camp. 


3d  camp, 
4th  camp, 

5th  camp, 
6th  camp, 
7th  camp, 
8th  camp, 

9th  camp, 
10th  camp, 
11th  camp, 
12th  camp, 
13th  camp, 

14th  camp, 
]  5th  camp, 
16th  camp, 

17th  camp. 


Salado  water   - 

Misen  bergs 

Post  Oak  springs 

Spring  creek     - 

Sabinal  creek  - 

Wasp  creek 

Guadalupe  river 

Sisters  creek    - 

Grape  creek     - 

Pieaemales 

Fredericksburg  (camp) 

Banon  creek     - 

Theudgills  creek 

On  Llano  river 

Comanche  creek 

Head  of  Honey  creek  - 

North  bank  of  San  Saba 

Head  of  Camp  creek    - 

South  branch  Brady's  creek 

On  Brady's  creek 

Head  of  Brady's  creek 

Kickapoo  creek 

Lipan  creek 

Antelope  creek 

South  Concho  - 

Dove  creek 

Good  Spring  creek 

Lipan  Camp  creek 

Green  mounds  • 


Miles. 

14.34 

3.14 

4.11 

7.60 

4.40 

2.b6 

3.12 

4.60 

0.34 

13.22 

7.00 

6.05 

8.22 

1614 

16.28 

8.66 

9.64 

11.11 

4.8£ 

14.21 

15. If 

7.6( 

13.7J 

11.6C 

11.2( 

4.11 

9.01 

3.4: 

6.3i 

6.T^ 
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18th  camp, 
19th  oamp; 


20th  camp, 

21st  camp, 

22d  camp, 
23d  camp, 

24th  camp, 
25th  camp, 
26th  camp, 

2Tth  camp, 
28th  camp, 
29th  camp, 
30th  camp, 
31st  camp, 
82d  camp, 
33d  camp, 
34th  camp, 
36th  camp, 
36th  camp, 
37th  camp, 
38th  camp, 
39rh  camp, 

40th  camp, 
41  St  camp, 


Concho,  or  Blue  river  -' 

On  Concho 

Crossing  of  Concho     - 

Dry  ravine  .    - 

On  Concho 

Kioway  creek  - 

Head-springs  of  Concho 

Water  holes     - 

Flat  Rock  ponds 

Wild  China  ponds 

Castle  mountain 

East  bank  of  Pecos     - 

West  bank  of  Pecos    - 

On  Pecos 

Palls  of  Pecos 

On  Pecos 

On  Pecos 

On  Pecos 

On  Pecos 

On  Pecos 

On  Delaware  creek 

On  Delaware  creek 

Independence  spring    - 

Guadalupe  spring 

Ojo  del  Cuerpo  - 

On  prairie 

Tanks  of  Connedos  del  Alamo 

Ojo  del  Alamo  - 


aco  mountains 
Waco  tanks 
Rio  Grande  at  Isleta 


Total  distance  from  San  Antonio  de  Bexar  to  41st  camp 


7.02 

2,86 

8.81 

6.T0 

1.61 

2.60 

8.22 

8.80 

11.69 

21.85 

12.94 

13.00 

0.00 

19.31 

12.98 

9.96 

16.25 

22.08 

16.02 

14.42 

16.05 

23.50 

16.63 

6.64 

28.21 

14.85 

13.30 

9.14 

19.05 

6.42 

21.54 

638.02 


HEADaVARTERS  ElGHTH  DEPARTMENT, 

San  AntoniOi  June  9^  1849. 

Sir:  Tou  will  proceed  to  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the  route  hence, 
ria  Fredericksburg,  to  El  Paso  del  Norte — the  same  lately  passed  over  by 
Major  Neighbors,  Indian  agent. 

The  object  of  this  reconnaissance  being  to  obtain,  with  perfect  accu- 
racy, the  best  information  in  reference  to  a  permanent  military  road  from 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  El  Paso,  you  are  desired  to  be  particular  in  your 
examinations  and  observations,  and  will  make  a  detailed  report  accordingly, 
in  order  that  a  comparison  may  be  drawn  between  this  and  the  route 
recently  explored  by  Lieutenants  Whiting  and  Smith,  having  in  view  the 
same  object. 
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After  your  arrival  at  El  Paso^  you  will  report  to  Lieut.  Col.  Johnston, 
chief  of  your  corps. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  DBAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  Oenerat. 
Lieutenant  Bryan, 

Topographical  Etigineers. 


San  Antonio,  December  28,  1849. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  the  beginning  of  June 
last,  I  was  ordered  by  Brigadier  General  Harney,  then  commanding  this 
department,  to  organize  two  topographical  parties  for  service  between  this 
point  and  El  Paso  del  Norte — one,  to  which  I  was  directed  to  attach  my- 
self, <<  to  direct  the  march  of  the  third  infantry  to  El  Paso,"  by  the  route 
discovered  by  Lieutenants  Whiting  and  Smith — the  other,  to  examine 
that  just  reported  by  Major  Neigh^rs.  Lieutenant  Bryan  was  detailed 
for  the  latter  duty,  and  directed  to  join  for  it  a  party  of  twenty-five  or 
thirty  men,  mounted  and  armed.  The  instructions  given  by  me,  to  gov- 
ern him  until  we  should  meet  on  the  Rio  Grande,  were  superseded  by 
others  issued  from  department  headquarters  after  I  left  San  Antonio. 
Lieutenant  Smith,  the  senior  subaltern,  was  attached  to  the  other  party, 
on  account  of  his  knowledge  of  the  other  route.  R.  A.  Howard,  esq., 
surveyor,  myself,  and  about  twenty  laborers,  required  to  make  a  practica- 
ble road  for  our  provision  wagons,  with  Captain  King's  company  first  in- 
fiintry  as  escort,  made  up  the  paity.  Captain  King  was  directed,  in  orders 
received  on  the  way  from  department  headquarters,  to  escort  Captain 
French's  party  from  El  Paso. 

Lieutenant  Bryan  set  out  from  San  Antonio  on  the  14th  June,  and 
reaahed  the  Rio  Grande,  near  El  Paso,  on  the  29th  July.  His  route  is  de- 
lineated on  the  accompanying  sketch.  His  very  favorable  report  is  ap- 
pended. He  remained  near  the  post  at  Dona  Ana  until  I  reached  El  Paso, 
when  he  reported  to  me. 

The  other  party  commenced  the  duty  assigned  it  on  the  13th  June,  at 
the  point  where  Wool's  road  crosses  the  Rio  Frio,  and  did  not  complete  it 
until  the  8th  September,  though  assisted  the  greater  part  of  jthe  way  by 
a  large  working  party  detailed  from  the  battalion  of  infentry  by  Major 
Van  Home.  The  road  is  generally  excellent,  with  abundance  of  grass 
and  fuel.  The  itinerary  appended  will  show  what  the  supply  of  water 
is.  For  a  minute  description  of  the  route,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the 
report  of  Lieutenant  W.  F.  Smith,  herewith  submitted.  The  road  marked 
out  for  the  battalion  of  the  third  infantry  deviates  little  (in  but  two 
places)  from  the  prescribed  route — in  both  cases,  to  avoid  labor  and  delay^, 
time  being  very  important  to  the  troops,  who  had  their  arrangements  ror 
winter  to  make  after  reaching  their  destination.  This  consideration  jus- 
tified me,  I  thought,  in  departing  from  the  letter  of  my  orders.  The  first 
deviation  is  between  the  lower  ford  of  the  San  Pedro  and  the  Pecos  ;  the 
other  in  approaching  the  Rio  Grande,  avoiding  several  rugged  mountain 
passes,  by  keeping  outside  of  the  mountains  near  the  river,  and  below  the 
Eagle  mountain. 

While  recruiting  the  teams  for  the  return  march,  the  valley  was  surveyed, 
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from  the  lower  end  of  the  island,  below  El  Paso,  to  Dona  Ana,  by  Lieu- 
tenant Bryan,  Mr.  Howard,  and  myself;  while  a  reconnaissance  was  made 
by  Lieutenant  Smith,  to  ascertain  if  there  is  an  available  pass  in  tlie  Sa- 
cramento mountains.    His  report  is  among  the  accompanying  papers. 

On  the  11th  of  October,  the  partyof  twenty-five  men,  besides  two  Dela-  ' 
ware  Indians,  engaged  as  guides,  set  out  on  tlie  return  march.    In  order  [ 
to  examine  the  country  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  heads  of  the  \ 
Colorado  and  Brazos,  I  took  the  northern  route  ;  but,  in  the  middle  of  Oc-   \ 
tober,  the  winter  set  in  with  such  severity,  that  I  thought  the  lives  of  our    \ 
mules  depended  on  turning  southward.     The  men,  3so,  were  equipped 
for  summer.    Therefore,  instead  of  crossing  the  Pecos,  we  marched  down 
it  to  the  southern  road,  which  was  followed  to  San  Antonio,  where  the 
party  arrived  on  the  23d  of  November. 

Mr.  Howard  and  myself,  with  ten  men,  turned  eastwardly  from  the 
head  of  the  San  Pedro,  hoping  to  find  a  direct  practicable  route  from  that 
point  to  Wool's  road  about  Vaudenburg,  both  to  shorten  the  distance  and 
avoid  the  rough  and  uncertain  road  along  the  San  Pedro.  We  found  the 
country  between  that  river  and  the  western  branches  of  the  Nueces 
(about  sixty  miles)  quite  destitute  of  water  ;  otherwise,  practicable. 

The  distance  to  El  Paso  by  the  southern  route  is  six  hundred  and 
seventy-three,  by  the  northern  six  hundred  and  forty-six  miles.  The 
first  distance  might  be  diminished  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  by  the  labor  of 
twenty  men,  fifteen  or  twenty  days,  between  the  San  Pedro  and  the  Pecos, 
The  other  might  be  shortened  as  much,  or  more,  by  the  labor  of  a  small 
working  party  on  the  Guadalupe  mountain  for  a  few  days,  and  by  re- 
quiring the  officer  who  conunands  the  first  train  to  straighten  the  road  by 
cutting  ofi*  the  unnecessary  curves,  which  now  increase  every  day's  march 
by  two  or  three  miles.  Another  improvement  would  be,  to  follow  the 
eastern  bank  of  the  Pecos,  instead  of  the  western. 

By  referring  to  the  accompanying  sketch,  you  will  see  that  both  the 
routes  now  used  v^ry  far  exceed  the  direct  distance  to  El  Paso.  It  is  so 
important  to  diminish,  as  much  as  possible,  the  present  enormous  cost  of 
transporting  supplies  to  the  posts  on  and  near  the  upper  Rio  Grande^  that 
I  strongly  recommend  the  employment,  as  soon  as  the  spring  commences, 
of  some  of  the  disposable  topographical  officers  in  the  department  in  the 
examination  of  the  Rio  Grande  above  Eagle  pass,  and  in  exploring  the 
southern  portion  of  the  country  between  the  Pecos  and  Rio  Grande,  in 
CMrder  to  continue  the  road  in  a  westerly  direction  from  the  head  of  the 
Saa  Felipe,  or  the  lower  ford  of  the  San  Pedro.  Besides  the  probability 
of  materially  shortening  the  distance,  this  change  offers  the  fiirther  ad  van- 
tages  of  conneeting  with  the  navigation  of  the  river,  should  it  be  found 
available  ;  forming  a  means  of  communication  firom  point  to  point  along 
the  frontier,  which  will  very  soon  be  required;  and  promoting  the  settle- 
ment of  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande^  the  most  extensive  tract  fit  for  set- 
tlement west  of  the  San  Pedro. 

The  two  positions  occupied  by  the  third  infantry,  near  El  Paso,  are  in 
a  direct  line — one  nineteen,  and  the  other  thirty-seven  miles  south  of  the 
point  at  which  the  thirty-second  parallel  crosses  the  Rio  Grande.  Any 
mounted  force  stationed  in  that  vicinity,  to  prevent  incursions  of  the  In- 
dians into  Mexico,  should  be  so  placed,  I  respectfiilly  suggest,  as  to  be 
able  to  operate  teadily  on  either  side  of  the  river,  and  therefore  above  the 
southem  boundary  of  New  Mexico.  ^ 
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We  crossed  many  Indian  trails  leading  into  Mexico — only  two,  however, 
which  seem  to  be  very  much  used.  One,  crossing  the  Pecos  at  the  Horses- 
head  crossing,  and  the  southern  road  at  the  Comanche  spring,  leads  to 
the  Rio  Grande,  about  eighty  miles  below  Presidio  del  Norte.  The  other, 
touching  the  heads  of  the  western  branches  of  the  Nueces,  crosses  the 
southern  road  at  the  head  of  the  Las  Moras. 

As  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  ask  what,  in  my  opinion,  are  the 
best  arms  for  mounted  troops  on  this  frontier,  I  strongly  recommend  those, 
modified,  with  which  the  men  who  accompanied  me  were  equipped — the 
rifle  for  use  on  foot  and  at  a  distance,  and  the  revolver  for  close  nght.  A 
steel  rifle,  of  the  length  and  weight  of  the  cavalry  carbine,  and  made  with 
the  skill  to  which  American  gunsmiths  have  attained,  will  have  a  range 
of  four  or  five  hundred  yards.  With  the  picket  bullet,  Colt's  five-cham- 
bered revolver,  made  for  the  round  bullet,  shoots  with  more  force  and  ac- 
curacy than  any  other  pistol,  and,  worn  at  the  belt,  is  less  cumbrous  than 
the  sabre;  while  the  repeating  principle  makes  it  more  effective  in  Indian 
warfare  than  the  cavalry  pistol  and  sabre.  The  pistols  furnished  to  the 
government  by  Mr.  Colt  are  inferior,  in  every  respect,  to  what  the  Tex- 
ans  call  "  fine  shooters."  To  admit  the  picket  bullet,  the  cylinders  are 
necessarily  so  long  as  togiv^  inconvenient  weight  and  destroy  the  balance 
of  the  weapon  ;  and  the  round  ball  is  thrown  by  the  same  pistol  with 
much  the  most  force  and  accuracy.  I  therefore  suggest  a  return  to  the 
old  pattern. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 
Oapt.  Top.  Eng.,  Lt.  CoL  U.  S.  A. 

Major  General  Brooke, 

Commanding  8th  Deparimeni. 


lA^t  of  encamping  places  on  the  southern  route  from  San  Antonio  to  El 

Paso,  with  distances. 


Castroville 
Quihi 

Yandenburg 
Hondo    - 
Rio  Seco 
Ranchero  creek 
Sabinal 

Comanche  creek 
Rio  Frio 
Head  of  Leona 
Nueces  • 
Turkey  creek     • 
Elm  creek 
Las  Moras 
Zoquite 
Maverick's  creek* 


26.42 
10.00 
7.17 
3.80 
8.98 
8.38 
3.94 
5.37 
8.60 
7.06 
9.04 
10.37 
16.23 
7.13 
7.46 
9.02 


*  A  creek  about  midway. 
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Pcbo     ■            •           • 

•                            •                            - 

2.50 

Spring   " 
San  Felipe 

* 

' 

1.31 

8.98 

San  Pedro 

• 

10.25 

Spring 

• 

19.02 

Second  ford  of  San  Pedro 

. 

18^4 

Head  of  Saa  Pedro 

m 

22.51 

Hovard  spring* 

. 

41.21 

Lre  Oak  creek' 

• 

32.40 

Ferry  of  the  Pecos 

m 

7.88 

Along  the  Pecos 

•                                  « 

36.66 

Escondido  creekf 

, 

18.24 

Head-spring 

• 

8.68 

Comanche  spring 

- 

19.47 

Leon      -            -           - 

• 

9.57 

Loripia| 

•                                  • 

36.32 

Along  Luripia    - 

• 

26.89 

Water-hole 

• 

13.74 

Small  stream^    - 

15.59 

Water-holell 

. 

6.00 

Rain  Water  creek 

m 

17.82 

Along  Rain  Water  creek 

• 

10  77 

Water-holes 

• 

8.00 

Eagle  spring 

. 

.        21.57 

Ko  Grande 

. 

32.42 

Along  Rio  Grande* 
San  Elisianoft 

• 

65.00 

• 

6.00 

Socorro 

• 

4.45 

Isleta     -            .            - 

.                             • 
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Military  post  opposite  El  Paso 

14.14 

672.70 

San  Ajo-onio,  Texas,  January  28,  1850. 
Sir:  Orders,  of  which  I  submit  the  following  copy,  were  receivied  by 
me  at  the  place  and  date  set  forth  therein: 

[8p£ciai«  Okdbrs  No.  50.]    HfiAoauARTERS  EiaHTfi  Department, 

San  AntoniOy  September  11,  1849. 
Agreeably  to  the  recommendation  contained  in  the  letter  of  Brevet 
Uentenant  Colonel  Johnston,  chief  topographical  engineer  within  the 
eighth  department,  dated  July  12,  1849,  Lieutenant  Michler,  with  his 

*  Bub  water  lenerally  to  he  fooD<l  between  ihe  Jast  two  places. 

t  Water  frequently  runs  four  or  liTe  miles  nearer  tbe  Pecos, 

\  This  ia  tbe  first  running  water,  which  is  sometimes  found  five  or  six  miles  nearer. 

i  Sinks  aboTe  the  direct  road. 

i  Jilore  than  two  miles  to  a  spring  in  tbe  foot  of  the  mountain. 

**  Cfossins  to  the  island  below  El  Paso. 

tt  Military  post. 
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party,  will  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  route  from  th6  upper  valley 
of  the  south  branch  of  Red  river  to  the  Rio  Pecos.  Should  there  be  evi- 
dences of  a  serious  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  likely  to  endanger 
the  lives  of  the  party,  Lieutenant  Michler  will  retrace  his  steps,  and  return 
to  this  place  for  further  instructions. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Major  General  Brooke: 

GEO.  DBAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  GenercU. 

Having  proceeded  to  execute  the  above  instructions,  I  have  now  the 
h(  nor  to  report  their  completion,  and  respectfully  furnish  the  following 
re  01 1  of  my  reconnaissance,  together  with  the  accompanying  map: 

Upon  leaving  San  Antonio,  my  escort  consisted  of  fourteen  men — all 
ci^  ilians.  I  decided  upon  taking  wagons  along,  as  far  as  possible,  as  they 
w<  uld  afford  the  best  test  of  the  practicability  of  a  road.  The  nearest 
pr  st  to  the  point  at  which  my  examination  was  to  commence  is  Fort 
V^  ashita,  in  the  Indian  territory.  Apart  from  the  fact  of  its  being  a  good 
starting-point  from  which  to  commence  the  survey,  it  possessed  the  ad- 
"\  artages  of  enabling  me  to  renew  my  supplies  of  provisions,  and  of  refit- 
ting out  my  expedition  with  animals,  or  whatever  might  be  needed,  before 
finally  getting  beyond  the  reach  of  the  settlements.  In  consideration  of 
these  circumstances,  I  proceeded  first  to  Fort  Washita — the  distance  being 
about  three  hundred  and  eighty  miles.  The  road  travelled  was  upon  the 
extreme  line  of  settlements,  although  within  the  present  line  of  military 
posts.  For  the  first  hundred  miles,  the  country  has  become  pretty  well 
settled;  for  the  rest  of  the  way,  farms  were  only  met  with  at  intervals  of 
ten  and  fifteen  miles.  With  but  few  exceptions,  the  road  was  an  excel- 
lent one  throughout;  the  country  was  generally  a  fine  grazing  one,  and 
well  watered,  fine  bold  streams  being  crossed  at  short  distances.  With 
the  exception  of  post  oak  and  one  or  two  other  varieties  of  oak,  no  timber 
was  to  be  met  with,  except  immediately  upon  the  banks  of  streams.  The 
principal,  and  I  might  say  the  only,  produce  of  the  farms  is  corn;  the  de- 
mand being  limited,  there  is  but  a  small  supply — each  farmer  raising 
merely  sufiicient  for  his  own  use  and  for  the  few  passing  travellers.  Upon 
approaching  Red  river,  some  few  fields  of  cotton  were  seen.  The  vil- 
lages along  the  road  are  mostly  small,  containing  perhaps  some  half  dozen 
dwellings— the  latter  but  poor  and  indiflferent.  Even  the  most  trivial  com- 
forts are  unknown  to  a  greater  portion  of  them.  Within  a  few  miles  of 
Red  river,  more  signs  of  industry  and  ease  are  visible,  and  you  seem 
transported  in  a  new  land.  Beyond  this  last  river,  among  the  Chicka- 
saws,  you  meet  with  some  fine  farms,  and  in  all  a  degree  of  comfort  which 
does  credit  to  them. 

In  consequence  of  some  heavy  rains,  a  few  slight  detentions  occurred ; 
but  we  at  length  reached  Fort  Washita  in  safety.  I  was  here  detained 
for  several  days,  after  renewing  my  outfit,  by  a  rise  in  the  False  Washita. 
Constant  rumors  of  Indian  hostilities  reaching  me,  I  here  increased  my 
party,  which  now  numbered  twenty-one  men.  With  this  escort,  and  with 
four  wagons,  loaded  with  provisions  for  two  months  and  a  half,  I  was  in 
readiness  for  a  start. 

To  Captain  Marcy,  fifth  infentry,  who  had  arrived  at  Washita  but  two 
days  previous  to  my  setting  out,  I  am  indebted  for  information  concerning 
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the  country  passed  over  by  him,  knowing  that  the  route  to  be  piirsxied  by 
me  would,  sooner  or  later,  intersect  his.  He  had  come  from  the  Pecos,  but 
had  kept  south  of  the  Red  river  until  he  reached  Preston.  I  attempted  to 
obtain  the  services  of  his  valuable  guide,  Black  Beaver,  a  Delaware,  but 
Med^  as  he  had  so  recently  returned  from  off  a  long  expedition.  I  con- 
sequently had  to  proceed  without  a  guide.  The  courses  and  distances 
from  Port  Washita  to  the  Pecos  were  actually  taken,  and  will  be  found  in 
the  notes  of  the  survey. 

The  Washita  river  having  fiillen,  we  proceeded  to  cross  it — ^the  entire 
day  being  occupied  in  accomplishing  the  crossing  of  the  wagons.  To 
he  better  able  to  impart  correct  ideas  of  the  country  traversed,  I  shall 
extract  parts  from  my  journal  of  each  day's  march: 

Nofcember^y  1849. — ^This  morning,  started  from  Fort  Washita.  The 
first  two  miles  was  through  the  Washita  bottom;  the  soil  rich,  red  clay 
mixed  with  sand,  being  excellent  cotton  land;  the  timber  cottonwood, 
hickory,  dogwood,  elm,  sycamore,  and  post  oak.  The  road  lay  partly 
on  a  post-oadc  ridge,  dry,  and  of  a  hard,  sandy  nature.  The  Washita  river, 
when  I  reached  it,  was  still  high,  although  fordable  on  horseback.  When 
low  even,  it  is  difficult  to  cross,  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of  quick- 
sands in  the  bed  of  the  river.  This  stream  is  about  three  hundred  miles 
in  length,  varying  in  breadth  constantly,  and  about  forty  yards  wide  at 
the  ford.  It  is  frequently  the  cause  of  the  great  rise  in  the  Red 
rivei.  The  water  is  of  a  bright  vermilion  color,  and  its  taste  brackish. 
They  speak  of  erecting  abridge  across  it;  the  tanks  are  high  and  fevora- 
ble  for  accomplishing  it.  On  the  west  side,  the  bottom  land  is  about 
half  a  mile  in  width,  very  dense  and  thick,  and  of  the  same  nature.  The 
road  then  passes  over  a  slightly- rolling  prairie  until  it  reaches  the  Lower 
Cross  Timbers.  To  the  left  are  seen  the  low  hills  along  the  Red  river;  and 
lo  the  right  one  continuous  prairie,  with  here  and  there  mots  of  post  oak. 
Several  small  creeks  were  passed;  the  country  seemingly  well  watered; 
the  timber  growing  very  thick  along  them.  The  soil  was  of  a  sandy  na- 
ture throughout  the  entire  distance.  The  prairie  grass  was  already  very 
dry  at  this  season,  the  si)ecies  of  gramma  being  most  abundant;  here  and 
there  spots  of  mezquite.  Saw  several  varieties  of  cactus  to-day.  At  the 
edge  of  the  Cross  Timbers,  we  found  an  unusual  formation  for  this  coun- 
try: upon  the  slopes  of  the  prairie  lay  large  rocks,  all  of  them  sharp  and 
of  a  slab  like  form,  set  in  the  ground  at  angles,  edges  upright,  and  all 
highly  fossiliferous,  but  no  common  direction  given  them.  The  distance 
from  the  Washita  river  to  the  edge  of  the  Cross  Timbers  is  about  nineteen 
miles.     Encamped  on  Sandy  creek. 

November  10  to  November  16.— The  road  for  the  next  eight  miles  still 
continued  in  the  Lower  Cross  Timbers.  This  body  of  timber  commences 
as  fiu-  south  as  the  Brazos,  and  crosses  the  country  in  a  northeast  direc- 
tion. To  pass  through  it,  we  were  compelled  to  follow  old  Indian  trails, 
cutting  our  way  wherever  the  wagons  could  not  pass.  Its  breadth,  by 
the  road,  was  ten  miles.  The  timber  generally  ffrows  pretty  thick,  and 
upon  a  sandy  soil.  Post  oak,  white  oak,  Spanisn  oak,  black-jack,  and 
other  varieties  of  oak,  together  with  elm,  black  and  white  hickory,  form 
the  principal  growth  of  the  Cross  Timbers.  The  country  is  rolling  through- 
out their  extent.  Many  small  creeks  traverse  them,  and  fine  walnut  and 
sycamore  grow  upon  their  banks,  and  often  cedar  is  found  along  them. 
The  road  laid  down  on  the  map  as  the  <^  Oil  Spring  road"  leads  to  a 
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spring  which  its  name  implies;  the  oil  is  said  to  resemble  naptha^  and 
patients  already  resort  to  it  for  its  beneficial  effects.  The  country  near 
the  edge  of  the  Cross  Timbers  became  more  rolling;  and  from  the  highest 
points  the  Red  river  could  be  easily  seen.  The  Lower  are  separated  from 
the  Upper  Cross  Timbers  by  a  high  rolling  prairie  fifteen  miles  in  breadth, 
by  our  course.  This  prairie  is  open  and  entirely  destitute  of  timber;  the 
soil  is  rich  until  you  again  reach  the  Cross  Timbers,  when  it  becomes 
loose  sand.  The  upper  are  vastly  inferior  to  the  lower,  both  in  kind  and 
quality  of  timber ;  the  former  are  composed  of  nothing  but  scrubby  post  oak . 

In  breadth  they  are  fifteen  miles,  the  main  body  extending  west  as  &r 
as  Mud  creek.    The  banks  of  the  streams  traversing  them  are  generally  of 
loose  sand,  and  it  is  difficult  for  wagons  to  cross  them;  at  almost  every 
one  of  them  we  were  coinpelled  to  double  teams,  and  cut  away  the  banks, 
in  order  to  cross  them.    The  water  is  generally  fresh,  with  the  exception, 
of  Salt  creek.    They  are  subject  to  frequent  and  sudden  risings,  but  soon 
run  out.    Upon  the' banks  of  one  of  them  we  were  detained  an  entire  day, 
in  consequence  of  a  heavy  rain  on  the  night  of  the  9th .    At  Walnu  t  bayou, 
Ipft  the  road  to  Warren's  trading-post,  and  followed  an  old  Indian  trail 
to  the  mouth  of  Mud  creek.     The  trading- house  was  broken  up  a  year  or 
two  ago,  and  two  or  three  old  Cherokees  alone  remain  at  the  spot.     We 
have  passed  several  Indian  villages,  principally  belonging  to  the  Caddo  and 
Bilusi  tribes;  they  have  settled  down  to  raising  com,  and  with  their  cows 
and  pouity  seem  quite  domesticated.    After  cutting  our  road  through  the 
Upper  Cross  Timbers,  we  reached  the  Red  river,  and  on  the  evening  of 
the  15th  encamped  on  its  banks,  within  half  a  mile  of  the  mouth  of  Mud 
creek,  and  distant  sixty-one  miles  from  Fort  Washita.    The  banks  of  the 
river  were  low.    The  water  was  falling  rapidly ;  and,  from  the  extent  of  drift, 
there  must  have  been  a  severe  freshet.     Unable  to  tell  the  natural  bed  of 
the  river.     There  was  some  fine  large  and  heavy  timber  upon  the  bank 
of  the  river — ^hackberry,  mulberry,  cottonwood,  Spanish  oak,  black-jack, 
and  willow  forming  the  principal  growth.    The  grazing  near  the  river 
is,  however,  extremely  bad. 

November  16  io  November  23. — Upon  examination  of  Mud  creek,  we 
found  that  it  was  impossible  to  be  passed,  except  by  bndgingit,  or  by  raft-, 
ing.  The  banks  are  steep  blufi3>  and  the  bed  ot  the  stream  exceedingly 
boggy,  although  not  deep.  It  seems  to  be  back-water  from  Red  river, 
and,  from  its  appearance  and  quality,  well  deserves  the  name  which  it  bears* 
The  water  is  brackish,  consisting  of  clay  and  water.  The  timber  on  it 
was  scarce,  and  of  the  same  kind  as  on  the  main  riyer.  In  order  to  be 
passable  atall  times,  itraust  be  bridged.  As  the  river  was  constantly  falling, 
we  found  that,  by  means  of  a  large  sand  bar  extending  above  and  below 
the  mouth  of  the  creek,  we  could  at  length  be  able  to  pass  in  that  manner; 
fords  were  found  from  the  sand  bar  to  the  shore  at  both  extremities.  By 
thus  keeping  up  the  middle  of  the  river  on  the  bar,  we  managed  to  get 
beyond  Mud  creek,  after  aday  's  tedious  work.  In  making  the  trail,  we  very 
nearly  lost  two  of  our  mules  in  the  quicksands.  The  road  lay  just  over 
aflat  prairie  for  several  miles,  the  river  remaining  in  sight;  it  then  passed 
over  a  high  rolling  prairie,  the  divide  between  the  Red  river  and  Mud 
creekr— both  streams  being  in  view,  and  running  parallel  to  each  other. 
Within  ten  miles  of  again  touching  the  river,  the  country  becomes  a  perfect 
dead  level.  Encamped  on  the  evening  of  the  22d,  on  the  south  side  of 
Red  river,  two  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Wichita,  and  one 
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hodredatid  four  miles  fiom  Fort  Washita;  Passed  two  beautiful  streams 
of  clear  ninaing  water,  together  with  several  smaller  ones,  since  leaving 
Had  creek.  To  the  north  of  us,  we  could  still  see  traces  of  the  Upper 
Cross  Timbers,  but  no  timber  immediately  along  the  road,  excepting  in  small 
fflotsand  along  the  streams.  In  crossing  the  latter  we  always  found  good 
lords,  being  led  to  them  most  generally  by  Indian  trails.  The  further  west 
ve  travelled,  the  better  grazing  we  ibund^the  gramma,  sedge,  and  buffalo 
grass  the  most  abundant,  but  the  mez^uite  constantly  becoming ;  more  fre- 
quest.  By  the  time  we  reached  this  point  of  Red  river,  having  satis-^ 
led  myself  of  its  position  with  respect  to  the  two  Wichitas  by  ezamina- 
tioDs  op  and  down  the  river,  I  found  that  the  water  had  considerably 
fidlen,  and  was  now  at  a  fordable  depth*  After  remaining  upon  its  north 
baok  one  day  to  recruit  my  animals  and  to  seek  a  ford,  a  second  day  was 
occupied  in  crossing  it.  The  same  difficulty  arose'  from  quicksands  aa 
before;  and  it  was  only  by  dividing  up  the  loads  into  several,  and  crossing 
porGoDs  at  a  time,  that  we  could  get  across.  At  this  point  there  seem 
to  have  been  several  bottoms — descending  high  bluff  banks  from  the 
&st  to  the  second,  and  each  successive  one  a  few  feet  lower  than  the  pre- 
ceding. In  leaving  the  channel  of  the  river,  you  first  come  upon  a  sand 
flat,  the  bed  of  the  river  in  high  water,  with  nothing  upon  it  but  large 
qoantities  of  drift;  then  the  first  bottom  land  of  the  river,  containing 
Dch  alluvial  soil,  sand  mixed  with  red  clay,  and  timbered  along  the 
edge  near  the  flat  with  young  Cottonwood  and  willow.  This  bottom  bears 
evidence  of  being  frequently  overflowed.  Then  comes  the  second,  sepa- 
ttted  from  the  first  generally  by  a  steep  bluff  bank,  the  latter  intersected  by 
gullies  and  ravines,  impassable  at  most  places  for  wagons.  High  sand  hills 
ve  found  on  the  edge  of  this  bottom.  At  the  foot  of  the  bluffs  are  fine 
ipriogs  and  lakes,  well  timbered,  and  good  grass  along  them.  This  bot- 
tom is  also  subject  to  overflows.  The  river  was  then  rapdly  felling  from 
thigh  freshet;  but,  notwithstanding,  it  was  filled  with  sand  bars,  and  but 
small  and  narrow  channels  for  the  water  to  pass.  At  the  ford,  the  breadth 
of  the  first  bottom  from  bluff  to  bluff  was  about  a  mile  and  a  half;  that 
of  the  river  bed,  at  any  ordinary  rise  of  the  water,  a  half  a  mile;  and  that 
of  the  regular  channel,  about  a  hundred  yards — the  depth  of  the  water 
ai)oat  two  feet  and  a  half:  at  most  points  the  channel  was  much  narrower^ 
bat  too  deep  for  a  ford.  It  was  impossible  to  cross  immediately  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Little  Wichita,  Thus  far  the  country  has  been  well  adapted 
to  a  road.  The  Cross  Timbers,  and  large  bends  in  the  river,  have  caused  our 
iDQte  to  be  somewhat  tortuous;  but  with  time,  and  a  small  working  party; 
^perfectly  straight  road  could  be  made.  It  has  been  watered  at  conve- 
fiient  points — the  water  mostly  fresh ,  with  the  exception  of  Red  river,  which 
is  a  brackish  red  stream. 

Hy  instructions,  as  stated  in  the  letter  of  recommendation  referred  to, 
were  to  conmience  the  examination  at  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Wichita;  and 
at  this  point  I  had  now  arrived. 

November  23  to  December  4 — On  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  November:, 
we  left  the  Red  river — a  most  uninteresting  one  to  the  gaze,  presenting 
nothing  pleasing  to  look  upon.  On  the  eveningof  December  4,  encamped 
QpoQthe  main  tbrk  of  the  Brazos:  the  distance  firom  the  former  to  the 
latter,  about  ninety  six  miles.  The  route  for  this  entire  distance  lay  upon 
the  divide  between  the  Big  and  Little  Wichita,  with  th«  exception  of  the 
last  ten  miles,  which  crossed  the  divide  between  tlie  Wichitas  and  the 
Ex.— 3 
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Brazos.  It  psses  over  a  slightly-roHing  prairie,  with  intervals  fer  miles  i 
perfect  dead-level  flats.  A  more  beautiful  country  for  roads  of  any  kind  caa 
not  be  found.  Near  the  Red  river  the  soil  is  slightly  sandy,  and  you  m^ 
with  some  few  post-oak  mots.  It  then  becomes  a  nne  mezquite  country 
well  timbered  with  mezquite,  and  for  miles  perfectly  level;  and  even  whel 
a  rolling  prairie,  the  elevations  and  depressions  are  smalU  The  grass  H 
first  is  principally  gramma,  and  the  ordinary  sed^e,  and  their  specieil 
but  then  come  the  fine  early  mezquite  and  the  winter  mezquite.  Th* 
whole  extent  was  well  watered  by  numerous  branches  of  the  two  Wichitas 
The  country  appeared  to  have  been  flooded  by  previous  heavy  rains,  ani 
numerous  water-holes  were  met  at  short  intervals.  Most  of  the  streanq 
possessed  a  slightly  brackish  taste:  all  of  them  were  well  timbiered. 

The  Big  Wichita,  I  have  been  informed,  rises  in  the  old  Wichita  moun 
tains.  It  is  much  larger  and  rises  much  further  west  than  any  of  the  oth€ 
branches  of  Red  river.  Upon  leaving  the  divide  and  approaching  it^^  th 
CTound  is  exceedingly  rough  and  uneven:  deep  gullies  had  b«en  washiBi 
through  the  clay  and  sand,  and  numerous  small  mounds  had  been  forme 
by  the  swift  cunents  during  the  high  freshets  to  which  this  stream  mm 
be  subject.  From  the  amount  of  drift  scattered  about,  it  must  rise  to 
very  great  height,  and  its  currents  become  remarkably  swift.  On  this  sid 
the  banks  were  high  eand  blufl!'s,butonthe  opposite  side  they  were  mud 
lower,  and  a  gradual  descent  to  the  ed^  of  the  water.  Its  breadth  i 
about  thirty  yaxds,  and  depth  only  a  few  feet,  with  no  very  strong  curreni 
The  water  is  of  the  same  color  as  that  of  Red  river,  and  tasted  ver 
brackish  and  bitter;  young  cottonwood  seems  to  be  the  only  timber  whici 
grows  along  it.  Within  a  few  yards  of  its  banks  you  find  many  lakes  o 
ponds,  the  water  of  which  is  much  more  agreeable  to  the  taste.  The  India] 
name  for  this  stream  is  "Ah-he-we-wo-nah:"  translated  into  English,  i 
signifies  "Pond  creek." 

The  Little  Wichita  heads  within  six  miles  of  the  waters  of  the  main  for 
of  the  Brazos — the  Trinity  headlngupagainst both  of  these  stt^cams,  and  bt 
a  few  miles  from  both.  The  divide  between  the  two  Wichitas  is  also  ver 
narrow  at  the  same  point,  the  two  being  separated  from  each  other  by  nbox 
eight  miles.  The  first  stream  is  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  < 
tfiirty  miles  in  length;  its  breadth,  at  different  points  at  which  I  saw  i 
varied  fiom  ten  to  fifteen  yards;  its  depth  was  but  a  few  feet,  and  its  bottoi 
very  boggy.  The  bottom  land  is  about  one  hundred  yards  in  width,  an 
heavily  timbered  with  elm,  hackberry,  and  cottonwood .  A  strip  of  lan< 
about  a  mile  in  width,  along  this  stream,  presents  a  peculiar  appearance 
and  has  been  subject  to  some  powerful  influence:  deep  gullies,  low  ridge: 
innumerable  small  mounds,  and  hillocks  of  every  conceivable  shap< 
thrown  together  without  order  or  arrangement,  present  to  the  eye  quite 
contrast  to  the  central  portion  of  the  divide.  The  soil  is  here  a  reddis 
sandy  clay.  Limestone  is  found  lying  about,  and  the  ground  is  covere 
with  gravel.  The  whole  is  the  result  of  heavy  rains,  and  the  freshe 
which  have  been  occasioned  by  them.  They  all  can  be  avoided  by  coi 
tinning  upon  the  divide.  The  distance  is  thus  slightly  increased,  but  t^ 
road  would  be  ahnost  perfectly  level ,  and  no  labor  would  be  requhred.  T^ 
clearness  of  the  waters  of  the  Little  Wichita  forms  a  striking  contrast  to  thot 
of  the  lower  Wichita;  it  is  a  clear  running  stream,  although  the  wat 
tasted  very  slightly  brackish  •   Almost  the  entire  distance  from  the  Red  rive 
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die  two  Wichitas  were  constantly  in  sight,  and  ceuld  easily  be  traced  by 
the  lines  of  timber  along  them. 

Crossing  the  divide  of  the  Brazos,  you  travel  over  a  continuation  of 
the  mezqaite  range,  and  come  across  the  Brazos  without  the  slightest  indi- 
cation of  its  presence.  No  timber  along  its  banks  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
Me:  yon  stumble  upon  it  without  any  forewarning.  High  bluff  banks 
lloog  iCs  v^  edge  conceal  it  until  you  reaeb  the  top  of  them.  Its  chan- 
liei  is  abom  fi%  yards  in  width,  and  bounded  but  by  a  small  strip  of 
bottomland.  We  easily  found  a  fold,  which  we  were  enabled  to  cross 
without  labor,  its  depth  being  about  two  feet.  Owing  to  its  red 
•indy  bottom,  the  waters  have  a  reddish  appearance,  though  clear,  aiKi 
fiee  from  mud.  The  Indians  call  this  stream  the  Colorado,  and  much 
more  deservedly  than  the  one  bearing  that  name  on  the  map  of  Texas. 
Hie  water  is  exceedingly  brackish .  Small  streams  of  fresh  water  are  found 
•mpiying  jnto  it,  which  will  serve  every  purpose.  In  the  bottom  was 
good  grazing  of  sedge  and  water  grass,  and  on  top  of  the  bluflSs  again 
ipaad  out  the  mezquite  flats.  Near  the  Red  river  the  formation  seemed 
tobe  sandstone,  but  on  the  Brazos  we  found  some  beautiful  limestone. 
The  blufis  were  white  with  the  large  limestone  rocks  that  lay  strown  on 
their  surface.  Layby  on  the  3d  to  recruit  my  mules.  Since  leaving 
Bed  river  we  have  met  with  several  tribes  of  Indians — Shawnees,  Delar 
wares,  Tongues,  <fco.  The  Comanches  and  Tongues  were  united  in 
diasing  the  bufiaio  above  the  Big  Wichita;  they  allowed  us  to  pass  unmo- 
lested. During  the  last  few  days  of  November  we  had  some  extremelv 
»ld  weattier,  and  our  animals  suffered  severely;  the  grass  became  dead* 
ened  by  frosts,  and  contained  but  little  nourishment. 

December  4  to  December  16. — On  rising  the  bluffs  of  the  main  fork  of 
(he  Brazos,  we  again  found  a  continuation  of  the  mezquite  flats,  over 
•^h  we  travelled  until  we  reached  the  head  of  the  Double  Mountain 
wk  of  the  Brazos.  Day  after  day  the  country  was  almost  perfectly  level: 
Oie  exception  alone  can  be  made,  a  distance  of  four  or  five  miles,  over 
•wnehi^  sand  hills,  perfectly  destitute  of  grass,  and  covered  with  tow  scrub 
•*;  the  rest  was  either  mezquite  flats  or  a  very  slightly. rolling  mezquite 
Mntry — the  distance  from  the  Brazos,  one  hundred  and  eighteen  miles. 
Tkt  whole  country  was  well  watered  by  branches  of  the  Double  Moun- 
tti  fork  and  the  Clear  fork  of  the  Brazos:  the  only  distance  without  water 
rfany  length  was  twenty  miles.  There  was  but  little  timber  upon  these 
•fleams  upon  first  leaving  the  niain  fork;  but  tlje  further  we  advanced  the 
■»ie  we  found — elm  being  the  princip  tl  growth.  The  whole  country  was 
Jdl  timbered  with  mezquite,  but  most  of  it  had  been  killed  by  prairie  fires* 
^  general  course  of  the  Double  Mountain  fork  is  northeast,  both  this 
>tieamandthe  main  fork  running  very  nearly  parallel.  As  its  waters  are  fresh, 
od  leading  at  the  same  time  near  the  waters  of  the  Colorado,  it  possesses 
Bach  greater  advantages  than  the  main  fork  for  thepurposes  of  travel.  Itis 
^  fine  clear  stream ,  although  of  no  great  width  ^at  many  places  it  runs  with 
fiwift  current,  although  frequently  standing  in  large  holes  or  lakes,  and 
Jtt  these  places  exceedingly  deep.  It  has  a  gravel  bottom,  and  in  a  few 
plwes  a  hard  limestone  hottom.  The  banks  are  generally  high,  the 
pirie  extending  to  the  edge  of  them.  At  a  distance  of  forty-five  miles 
fiwn  the  Brazos  we  first  struck  Captain  Marcy's  trail,  and  then  com- 
menced foIlQwing  it.  About  seventy  miles  from  the  Brazos,  the  country, 
which  had  hitherto  been  very  mountainous,  began  to  assume  some  new 
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features;  high  mounds  and  low  ridges  of  hills  came  in  sights  and  presented 
a  new  scene.  The  road,  however,  left  them  mostly  to  our  right,  and  they 
continued  to  extend  to  the  head  of  the  Double  Mountain  fork.  They  offer 
not  the  slightest  objection  to  the  road,  our  wagons  passing  along  without 
any  trouble  or  work.  They  are  low,  and  scarcely  bear  the  name  of  a 
hill,  except  in  comparison  with  the  level  country  about  th«n:  they  area 
succession  of  spurs  or  oblong  mounds,  overlapping  each  other,  separated  by 
deep  ravines  and  gullies.  Upon  ascending  them,  you  see  some  distance 
in  advance  of  you  two  high  paks,  jforming  prominent  landmarks,  and 
near  the  head  of  the  Double  Mountain  fork,  from  which  this  fork  derives 
its  name.  They  continue  constantly  in  sight,  and  your  course  is  directed 
towards  them.  Limestone  abounds  upon  these  hills.  The  live  oak  and 
cedar  first  are  seen  upon  them.  A  second  range,  parallel  to  the  first,  is  seen 
at  some  distance  further  off.  A  low  country  intervenes  between  them,  and 
appears  to  be  the  basin  of  the  main  fork.  During  this  interval  of  time,  we 
suffered  most  severely  from  cold  northers,  heavy  rains,  and  terrible  sleets. 
Our  mules  had  already  become  very  weak,  inconsequence  of  living  upon 
grass  alone -^ the  latter  having  lost  most  of  its  nourishment  firom  the  killing 
frosts  which  night  after  night  lay  upon  the  ground.  The  cold  affected  the 
Test;  and  nine  of  our  animals  were  either  frozen  to  death  or  left  so  stiff"  with 
cold  as  to  be  unable  to  be  moved.  Our  loss  would  have  been  greater  had 
not  the  men  divided  their  blankets  with  their  animals^  and  built  immense 
fires,  to  protect  them  as  much  as  possible  from  the  cold.  We  found  it 
necessary  to  change  the  party  from  mounted  men  to  foot  men,  and  replace 
the  wagon  mules  by  saddle  mules.  The  commencement  of  the  winter 
setting  in  so  severely,  we  knew  not  what  might  come  to  pass  ere  we 
returned  to  the  settlements. 

December  16  to  December  23. — Upon  leaving  the  head  of  the  Double 
Mountain  fork,  we  commenced  crossing  the  divide  separating  the  waters, 
of  the  Brazos  from  those  of  the  Colorado — ^a  distance  of  about  eightmiies. 
The  country  here  undergoes  a  complete  change.    You  now  meet  with 
high  rolling  praries,  arid,  and  destitute  of  timber,  and  scarcely  any  grass 
but  of  the  most  miserable  kind.    Occasionally  you  cross  low  sand  hills^ 
containing  some  low  cedar  and  scrubby  oak.    This  country  ei^tends  to  the 
'^Big  springs  of  Colorado,"   these  latter  distant  fiom  the  head  of  the 
Double  Mountain  fork  about  fifty  six  miles.     Several  fine  branches  of  the 
Colorado  were  crossed,  the  largest  of  which  was  the  Salt  fork.      With 
the  exception  of  the  latter,  they  were  all  streams  of  fresh  water  j  their 
banks  were  high,  but  they  were  all  of  no  great  width.     On  the  21st,  'we 
encamped  at  the  "Big  springs  of  the  Colorado,"  and  remained  there  the 
following  day  to  rest  our  animals.      These  springs  are  very  large,  and  a 
considerable  quantity  of  water  is  obtained  from  them;  they  cover  a  space 
of  about  twenty  feet  square,  and  in  some  places  the  water  is  fifteen  feet 
in  depth  by  measurement.    They  are  walled  in  by  a  ledge  of  high  rocks, 
forming  a  concave  surface,  within  which  the  basin  of  the  springs  lies. 
The  water  is  impregnated  with  lime,  and  is  cool,  fresh,  and  perfectly 
clear.    It  is  carried  away  in  a  bold,  running  stream,  which  in  a  short  dis- 
tance sinks  below  the  surface.     The  rocks  which  line  the  waters  are   a 
conglomerate  limestone,  formed  by  numerous  shells^  united  by  a  natural 
cement,  the  character  of  which  is  siiicious.      The  surface  of  the  ground 
.around  it  is  covered  with  angular  pieces  of  limestone.    High  mounds  and 
ixUls  surround  the  springs.     The  soil  is  chiefly  sand;  the  grass  is  poorj 
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BD  timber  bdt  yoang  mezquite  and  cedar;  some  scmbby  elm  borders  the 
Mream.  This  spot  has  been  a  favorite  place  for  the  camping-grounds  of 
Indians;  numerous  large^  well-beaten  trails  lead  from  it  in  different  direc- 
tions. 

December  23  to  DecenUfer  31. — On  the  morning  of  the  23d,  we  left 
the  ''Big  springs.^'  Our  road  now  lay  over  a  high  arid  plain,  perfectly  des- 
tityte  of  timber — scarcely  even  a  sprig  of  mezquite,  except  in  the  neigh* 
boibood  of  water-holes.     For  miles,  the  country  would  be  a  perfect  level, 
and  then  a  slightly-rolling  prairie;  it  seemed  destitute  of  all  growth  of  any 
kind,  and  nothing  to  be  seen  upon  it  excepting  the  antelope  and  wolf 
tod  prairie  dog  town.    The  grass  was  scattering;  and  miserably  poor;  oc- 
casionally a  small  spot  of  mezquite  was  found.    This  continued  until  the 
eommencement  of  the  low  sand  hills,  a  distance  from  the  '^Big  springs'^ 
of  about  seventy-six  miles.      At  the  distance  of  twenty-one  miles  were 
the  "Mustang  springs."  There  was  nothing  to  indicate  their  presence;  a 
bw  scattering  chaparral  bushes  were  growing  within  half  a  mile  of  them, 
bntin  proximitv  to  the  water  were  no  trees  or  bushes  of  any  kind.    A 
lov  prairie  of  aoout  a  bundled  acres  in  extent,  in  form  very  nearly  cir- 
colar,  and  bounded  by  low  bluffs,  composed  principally  of  white  lime- 
stone, contains  several  small  ponds  of  water — one  or  two  pretty  deep^  and 
the  rest  not  containing  much  water.      The  taste  of  the  water  is  flat  and 
sweet,  being  slightly  brackish.    From  the  number  of  trails  leading  to 
them,  and  the  number  of  mustangs  which  came  to  water  there,  and  the 
quantity  of  flag  and  other  vegetable  matter  growing  in  and  about  them, 
1  jadge  the  water  to  be  permanent.    Several  springs  were  found  bubbling 
npin  the  ponds.     Upon  reaching  the  sandhills,  we  found,  for  the  first 
twelve  miles,  low  ridges  of  sand,  running  psirallel  to  each  other,  plains  of 
the  same  kind  interspersed  between  them,  with  small  hillocks.  The  sand 
Was  here  of  a  black  color.    Then  come  the  white  sand  hills,  which  are 
leally  an  object  of  curiosity.  They  are  a  perfect  miniature  Alps  of  sand — 
ihe  latter  perfectly  white  and  clean:  in  the  midst  of  them  you  see  summit 
after  sunmiit  spreading  out  in  every  direction,  not  a  sign  of  vegetation 
apon  them — nothingbut  sand  piled  upon  sand.    They  form  a  belt  two  or 
three  miles  iu  width,  and  extend  many  miles  in  a  northwest  direction, 
Bm  a  matter  of  the  greatest  surprise  is  to  find  large  water-holes  among 
them:  they  are  found  at  the  base  of  the  hills,  are  large,  deep,  and  con- 
tain most  excellent  water,  cool,  clear,  and  {deasant.    The  water  is  perma- 
iKnt.    A  great  deal  of  vegetable  matter  and  young  willow  trees  are  found 
on  their  banks.      This  was  the  first  water  we  iound  since  leaving,  the 
•Mustang  springs" — a  distance  of  sixty-seven  miles  without  any:   du- 
ibg  this  entire  distance  we  saw  no  indications  of  any  whatever,    In- 
HBad  of  going  above  the  sand  hills,  we  crossed  them,  following  a  large 
Indian  trail  over  them;  and  then,  taking  up  our  course,  we  reached  the 
P^cos  in  twenty -two  miles.    The  first  two  miles  was  over  the  sand  hills; 
and  a  difficult  undertaking  it  was  to  cross  our  wagons.    The  country  was 
then  a  slightly-rolling  prairie,  a  hard,  sandy  soil.     A  thick  growth  of 
diapniral  extended    from  the  sand   hills   to   the  bottom  land  of  the 
ftcos.    The  grass  was  indifferent,  and  the  soil  poor  and  unproductive. 
A  low  ridge  bounded  the  bottom  land,  the  latter  being  about  a  mile  wide 
^bere  we  struck  the  Pecos.    The  course  of  the  stream  was  nearly  east 
ttd  west;  its  width  was  about  forty  feet;  and,  being  too  deep  to  ford,  we- 
encamped  on  its  left  bank,  it  answered  well  the  description  given  me  by 


i 


Digitized  by 


Google      — 


[64]  98 

Others,  and  was  truly  a  '^rolling  mass  of  red  mud  "^--Hiodiiii^  to  indicate 
its  presenee  but  a  line  of  high  reeds  growing  upon  its  banks.  Along  its 
banks  you  find  nuQieious  lakes,  the  water  of  whi^h  is  clear,  but  still  raort 
brackish  than  even  that  of  the  river.  On  December  30,  we  reached  *th« 
Pecos,  the  point  at  which  our  reconnaissance  wasto  end — a  distance  of  &ur 
bundled  and  ninety-two  miles  from  Fort  Washita.  From  this  examina^ 
tion  we  may  conclude  that,  for  the  distance  passed  over,  a  more  advanta* 
geous  country  for  roads  of  any  kind  cannot  be  found— fer  hundreds  of 
miles  almost  a  perfect  level,  well  watered  the  greater  portion,  and  well 
timbered.  It  stands  unrivalled  by  any  other  portion  of  Texas  that  I  hav^ 
seen.  The  sand  hills,  and  the  scarcity  of  wood  and  water,  from  the  '^Big 
springs''  to  the  Pecos,  form  the  only  objeetion.  We  carried  wagons 
with  us  throwghout  the  entire  distance,  without  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty. The  grass  is  mostly  the  fine  curiy  mezquite,  the  best  for  grazing 
purposes.  No  hills  or  mountains  to  form  any  obstacle,  and  no  work  to 
make  a  road  required.  The  whole  country  is  entirely  different  bom 
what  it  was  represented  to  be  by  persons  who  boasted  of  their  knowledge 
of  this  part  of  Teicas— showing  that  not  the  slightest  reliance  could  be 
placed  upon  their  statements. 

December  31,  1849,  to  January  24, 1850. — ^As  it  was  difficult  to  cross  the 
Pecos,  in  order  to  strike  the  road  to  El  Paso,  1  determined  to  continue  down 
the  left  bank  until  I  reached  the  Horse-head  crossing,  and  then  follow  the 
road  into  San  Antonio.  Our  route  continued  in  the  Pecos  bottom,  foU 
lowine  the  £;eueral  course  of  the  stream.  The  bottmn  was  solid,  and  made 
a  good  road,  and  was  perfectly  straight.  Low  ridges  bound  the  botumi 
until  near  the  crossing — the  width  of  the  bottom  varying,  on  this  side  of 
the  Pecos,  from  a  mile  to  only  a  few  yards.  At  any  stage  of  the  weather j 
a  good  road  can  be  found  along  the  foot  of  the  ridge.  The  distance  from 
where  we  struck  the  Pecos  to  the  Horse-head  crossing  was  about  forty 
miles.  During  the  march  down  the  Pecos  we  had  a  snow-storm,  and 
we  again  lost  two  mules.  Inconsequence  of  these  losses  we  had  beea 
compelled  to  leave  behind  two  of  our  wagons.  By  occasionally  replacing 
the  wagon  mules  by  saddle  mules.  We  still  managed  to  get  along 
pretty  well.  We  travelled  into  San  Antonio,  for  the  greater  distance^ 
by  the  same  route  which  Lieutenant  Bryan  pursued  in  going  to  El 
Paso.  His  report  will  be  sufficient  to  give  ail  the  necessary  informatioik 
concerning  it  Prom  the  Pecos  to  the  head-springs  of  the  Concho,  a  di3-» 
tance  of  sixty-eight  miles,  we  found  no  water.  l#eaving  the  Concho  at 
the  point  where  he  first  struck  it,  we  followed  the  emigrant  road  by  the 
head  of  the  San  Saba.  On  leaving  the  Concho,  the  road  ran  over  a  higb 
rolling  country;  the  only  peculiarities  of  it  were  the  numerous  mounds 
which  were  scattered  on  our  right  and  left — generally  of  a  spherical  form^ 
varying  in  size,  and  at  unequal  distances  from  each  other,  their  sides 
covered  with  loose  stone  and  low  brush.  The  country  was  hilly,  and 
large  rocks  lay  strown  about.  The  soil  has  been  a  ham  gravel  one;  its- 
only  recommendation,  that  of  making  a  good  road.  The  first  nineteen 
miles  we  found  plenty  of  water;  but  for  the  next  forty-five  miles,  until 
you  reach  the  San  Saba,  there  is  none  to  be  relied  upon.  On  reaching 
the  San  Saba,  we  travelled  down  the  valley  of  the  stream  for  thirty-five 
miles.  It  is  a  beautiful  mezquite  valley,  perfectlv  level,  and  varying 
,  in  width  from  a  mile  to  a  few  hundred  yards,  and  sunounded  by  high 
blufis. 
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Ob  leaving  the  San  Saba  we  crossed  the  divide  sepaiatiag  it  from  the 
Uano.  This  porlion  of  the  country  was  much  like  that  ere  reachiog  the 
Sail  Saba,  bat  not  quite  so  rugged.  Descending  from  the  divide,  we  fol- 
bwed  the  valley  of  Honey  creek,  one  of  the  branches  of  the  liano,  until 
ve  again  came  into  Lieutenant  Bryan's  road,  about  sixteen  miles  from  the 
aoKiDg  of  the  liano.  We  then  continued  along  it  until  we  reached  San 
Aotonio.    The  distance  from  the  Horse-head  crossing,  on  the  Pecos,  to  M 

Sin  Aiitoak),  by  this  route,  was  three  huadr^  and  forty-six  miles.    We  ^ 

inived  at  this  place  on  the  20th  of  January,  having  travelled  a  distance 
anee  leaving  it  of  nearly  thirteen  hundred  mfles. 
Very  respectfiuly,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  MICHLER,  Jr., 
Brevet  2d  Lieui.  Tap.  Eng. 
To  Brevet  Col.  J.  E.  JoaNSTox* 


San  Antonio,  April  16, 1850. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  sketch  of  the  river  Colo- 
ndo,  from  Austin  to  its  mouth.  Although  the  s<^e  is  not  large  enough 
Id  show  distinctly  the  cbaract^  of  the  channel,  it  is  as  large  as  the  mean^ 
rf  conveyance  (the  mail)  will  permit. 

The  examination  of  the  river  was  made  by  Lieutenant  W.  F.  Smithj^ 
assisted  by  Messrs.  R.  A.  Howard  and  J.  F.  Minter. 

There  are  three  sons  of  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  the  Colorado. 
The  (so  called)  raft,  snags,  and  overhanging  trees.  The  removal  of  these 
would  make  the  river,  in  ordinary  stages,  practicable  to  Austin  |br  boats 
drawing  two  feet  water. 

The  raft  occurs  in  eleven  separate  parts,  the  aggregate  length  of  which 
is  3,509  yards.  It  is  seven  miles  finun  the  head  of  the  first  to  the  foot  of 
the  last  portion,  and  eleven  miles  from  the  last  point  to  the  mouth  of  the 

The  expense  of  clearing  this  part  of  the  channel  is  estimated  at 
|30^  by  a  person  who  was  for  several  years  engaged  in  the  removal  of 
fte  Red-river  raft.  The  necessary  machinery  would  cost,  he  thinks^ 
180,000  more. 

Between  the  head  of  the  raft  and  Bastrop  there  are  fifty-fi>ur  clusters 
rf  snags — the  clusters,  as  well  as  the  smigs,  generally  smidl.  Between 
Bistrop  and  Austin  the  channel  is  in  three  places  choked  with  fidlen 
<rees^  and  in  three  othor  places  large  boulders  occur,  which  should  be 
ttmoved. 

Between  Austin  and  Lagrange,  lai^  trees  overhang  the  channel.  The 
«w  of  their  removal  could  not  exceed  $500. 

To  open  the  river  to  Austin,  then,  the  cost  would  be  about  $56,000^ 

To  remove  the  raft         ......    $50,000 

"       «   snags     -  .  -  .  .  -        6,000 

'^       ^'  trees  and  boulders         ....        1,000 


$66,ooa 


If  machinery  now  owned  by  the  United  States  could  be  used^  $20,000 
vioiild  of  course  be  deducted  fix)mxhis  estimata. 
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At  a  slight  additional  expense,  the  river  might  be  niade  navigable 
throughout  the  year.  There  are  nine  shoals  below  Austin,  in  each  of 
which  the  depth  of  water  could  be  increased  several  inches  by  slight  wing 
dams,  except  that  near  and  above  Columbus,  where  the  object  wouH  be 
accomplished  by  excavating  thirty  or  forty  feet  in  s«ft  soap  stone. 

The  improvement  of  the  Colorado  would  reduce  the  annual  expense  of 
transporting  suppKes  in  this  department  by  at  least  $20,000. 

Should  the  government  remove  the  ran,  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley 
of  the  Colorado  would  probably  complete  the  openmg  of  the  river.    More 
than  1^20,000  has  been  subscribed  for  that  purpose. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 
Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Corps  Tepographicai  Engineers, 


QlTARTERMASTER  GENERAL 's  OPFfCE^ 

WaahingUn  OUy,  June  13,.  1850. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  Copy  of  the  report  of 
Captain  S.  6.  French,  Assistant  Qwartennaster,  in  relation  to  the  road 
opened  between  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  El  Paso  del  Norte,  required  by 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  dated  8th  instant. 
I  remain,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  THOMAS, 
Lietii.  Cd,,  Q.  M.  in  charge  of  the  effi/x^ 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford,. 

Secrettxry  of  War,   Washington,  D.  O. 


Assistant  Quartermaster's  Office, 

San  Antonio,  Texas y  December  21,  184&. 

A  report  in  relation  to  the  route  over  which  the  government  train  moved 
from  San  Antonio  to  El  Paso  del  Norte,  made  In  pursuance  to  orders 
received  from  Major  E.  B.  Babbitt,  A.  CL-  M.  U.  S»  A.^  dated  May  30^ 
1849. 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Captain  and  A.  Q.  M^ 


REPORT. 

In  February  last,  Lieutenant  Whiting,  of  the  Engineers,  and  Lieuten<^ 
ant  W.  F.  Smith,  Topographical  Engineers,  left  San  Antonio  for  Paso  dek 
Norte,  to  explore  the  country,  and  ascertain  if  it  were  possible  to  open  a 
road  for  military  and  commercial  puiposes  between  the  two  places. 
During  their  absence,  the  train  to  transport  the  governmettt  stores  and  the* 
property  of  a  battalion  of  the  3d  infantry  to  £1  Paso  was  got  in  readi- 
ness, and  ordered  to  proceed  by  way  of  Fredericksburg;  but,  when  oi> 
the  eve  of  starting,  the  return  of  the  engineers,  and  their  favorable  report^ 
induced  the  general  commanding  to  change  the  route,,  and  diiectiona  wee ^ 
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E'ven  for  the  expedition  to  proceed  by  way  of  the  military  station  on  the 
K>na. 

Late  in  May  the  trains  were  started,  and  ordered  to  encamp  on  the 
Leona,  and  there  await  the  arrival  of  the  troops  under  order  to  move  on 
ike  1st  of  June.  The  day  fixed  for  their  departure  proved  exceedingly 
unfavorable;  the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  which,  added  to  those  that  had 
fillen  a  few  days  previous,  rendered  the  roads  extremely  bad.  The  com- 
mand, however,  moved  on,  and  eucamped  for  the  night  on  the  I^on  creek. 
The  following  day  a  violent  thunder-storm  arose  early  in  the  morning, 
and  the  command  remained  in  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  they  moved  to  the  San  Lucas  springs;  aad, 
before  the  tents  were  pitched,  again  the  rains  began  to  fall.  The  prairies 
were  now  inundated — the  roads  so  bad  that  it  was  with  difficulty  the  com- 
pany  teams,  overloaded  as  they  were,  could  move. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  I  left  the  troops  encamped  for  the  day,  and 
moved  on  to  Castroville,  25.42  miles  from  San  Antonio.  The  road  from 
San  Antonio  to  Castroville  runs  through  a  generally  level  prairie,  covered 
with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  grass;  the  soil  is  good,  and  country  well 
adapted  to  cultivation  and  grazing.  The  town  is  situated  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Medina  river,  and  contains  about  500  inhabitants,  mostly 
Gh^rman  emigrants.  The  place  presents  but  few  signs  of  improvement, 
and  idleness  and  poverty  are  more  visible  than  industry  and  wealth; 
honses  are  falling  to  decay,  and  the  rich  lands  lie  uncultivated. 

The  Medina  is  hdre  a  clear,  bold,  rapid  stream,  about  30  yards  wide, 
flowing  between  banks  that  rise  near  60  feet  in  height  on  either  side. 
It  empties  into  the  San  Antonio  river  about  12  miles  below  the  town  of 
Son  Antonio. 

Prom  Castroville  the  road  leads  over  some  gentle  hills,  and  thence 
Ifaroiigh  a  tract  of  land  pretty  well  timbered,  until  it  opens  out  into  what 
is  here  known  as  a  "hog- wallow"  prairie.  We  found  the  road,  owing 
to  the  rains,  as  bad  as  can  well  be  imagined.  Beyond  this  prairie  is  a 
dightly  elevated  ridge,  from  the  top  of  which,  spread  out  before  him,  the 
traveUer  sees  the  beautiful  valleys  of  the  duihi  and  the  Hondo,  pent  in 
by  the  blue  hills  in  the  distance.  The  valley  of  the  Quihi  is  sparsely 
covered  with  timber,  principally  mezquite  and  oak.  The  land  is  extremely- 
rich,  and  affords  at  all  seasons  excellent  grazing.  In  midsummer  the 
stream  ceases  to  flow,  but  the  water  at  intervals  collects  in  never-failing 
pools.  "  The  village  of  Quihi  is  a  German  settlement,  being  a  branch  of 
the  main  one  at  Castroville,  and  consists  of  only  a  few  miserably  rude 
hnts — -distance  from  Castroville,  10  miles. 

Six  miles  further  on  the  road  is  the  town  of  Tandenburg,  a  third  settle- 
ment made  by  the  same  colony;  it  consists  of  some  21  log  houses  or  huts. 
The  country  around  is  beautiful  and  productive,  and  nothing  but  industry 
18  lequiied  to  make  it  teem  with  all  the  productions  of  agriculture.  The 
nearest  water  is  the  Hondo,  four  miles  distant.  On  reaching  it,  however, 
we  found  it  but  the  dry  bed  of  a  river,  with  occasional  ponds  of  water. 
Rising  from  the  Hondo,  the  road  stretches  over  a  prairie  country  to  the 
8eco,  crossing  a  ^^  hog-wallow"  that  we  found  nearly  impassable. 

The  Seco,  at  this  season,  like  the  two  previous  streams,  afforded  no 
tunning  water,  notwitlistanding  the  late  rains.  Two  miles  below  the 
erossing,  on  the  left  bank,  there  is  a  settlement  of  Germans,  at  Dermis. 
Here^  as  at  Tandenburg,  great  inconvenience  arises  from  the  want  of 
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water;  and  while  we  were  encamped  on  the  banks,  the  people  had  to 
drive  all  their  cattle  two  miles  to  a  pond  found  in  the  bed  of  the  streanu 
This  has  been  selected  as  a  site  for  a  military  post;  and  on  our  return 
we  found  stationed  here  two  companies^  one  of  dragoons  and  one  of  in« 
fantry — the  distance  from  Yandenburg^  12.78  miles;  distance  from  San 
Antonio,  55.37  miles. 

Prom  the  Seco,  the  country  is  undulating  in  appearance  for  several 
miles,  and  then  opens  out  into  a  level  prairie,  which  continues  to  Ran- 
ohero  creek— distance  from  the  Seco,  8.38  miles. 

Four  miles  further  is  the  Sabinal — a  clear,  cool,  delightful,  running 
stream,  with  banks  bordered  with  large  trees,  suitable  for  building  pur- 
poses. Leaving  the  Sabinal,  the  country  is  more  rolling  and  diversined| 
the  growth  of  small  mezquite  bushes  begins  to  take  the  i^ace  of  the  open 
prairie.  With  but  little  change,  the  roaid  continues  its  westerly  course 
across  the  Comanche  creek,  and  thence  to  the  Rio  Frio,  13.87  milesv 
We  found  in  the  Rio  Frio  no  running  water.  Its  banks  are  high^  pzesent- 
mg  in  places  a  wall  of  li.nestone  of  considerable  height;  and  evidences  of 
its  being  swollen  to  a  stream  of  large  size,  at  times,  were  visible.  Its  bed 
is  covered  with  well-attritioned  limestone^  and  its  edges  are  bordered  in 
many  places  with  oaks  of  large  growth.  Thus  far  the  road  over  which 
we  had  travelled  is  known  as  Wool's,  or  the  Presidio  road,  and  extends  to 
the  Rio  Grande. 

But  at  the  crossing  of  the  Rrio  Frio,  the  road  to  El  Paso  leaves  it,  and 
commences  its  course  over  the  hitherto  untrodden*  prairie.  Bearing  a 
more  northerly  course,  it  strikes  the  head- waters  of  the  Leona  above  tba 
site  of  the  military  post. 

The  Leona — a  clear,  cool,  and  beautiful  stream — has  its  source  in  this 
neighborhood,  and  forms,  in  the  course  of  a  few  miles,  a  creek  some  fifty 
feet  wide,  Aowins  through  a  dense  forest,  on  either  side  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  width.  The  lands  on  this  stream  will  vie  in  fertility  with  any 
portion  of  Texas;  and  the  abundance  of  timber  scattered  over  the  whole 
extent  of  the  Nueces  adds  much  to  its  value.  No  part  of  the  State  offers 
greater  inducements  to  the  agriculturist,  and  as  a  grazing  country  it  is 
unrivalled.  Indeed,  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  whole  extent  of  coun* 
try  from  San  Antonio  to  the  Nueces.  The  post  is  located  on  the  left  bank^ 
above  the  Presidio  crossing,  near  a  rocky  conical  hill  or  mound.  It  is  a 
beautiful  site  for  a  military  station,  shaded  as  it  is  from  the  scorching  rays 
of  the  summer's  sun  by  a  dense  foliage,  and  the  forest  that  renders  it 
cool  in  summer  shielding  it  from  ^^northers"  in  winter. 

From  here  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  E.  Johnston  and  Lieutenant  W".  F. 
Smith,  Topographical  Engineers,  and  party,,  with  a  small  train  of  wagons, 
proceeded  in  advance,  to  commence  their  explorations  of  the  country,  and 
the  opening  of  a  road.  The  recruits  having  joined  the  baitalion,  the 
whole  expedition  moved  to  the  Nueces  on  the  19th.  At  the  point  where 
the  road  strikes  the  river,  it  flows  through  a  sandy  bottom  land,  near  a  half 
mile  in  width,  covered  with  large  treei<. 

We  found  the  Nueces,  at  that  season,  a  clear  stream,  running  over  a  bed 
of  white  stones  and  pebbles,  and  aifording  a  volume  of  water  forty  feet  in 
width,  and  about  one  and  a  half  in  depth,  Uiough  it  shows  signs  ot  iiaving 
been  at  times  a  large  river,  forcing  in  its  course  &r  above  its  present  bed 
lar^  quantities  of  rocks,  rounded  by  the  action  of  the  current. 

The  grazing  on  the  left  bank  is  good  :  distance  from  the  Leona^  nine 
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ades.  Bdow  tfie  eTOssing^a  shorl  distance,  bitummous  coal  is  said  to  be 
Amid  m  great  abundance.  Passing  the  Nueces^  the  ^neral  features  of 
Ihe  couatry  begin  to  change^  and  it  becomes  slightly  hilly.  At  inegoiai 
ktervais,  the  nills  rise  on  the  leA  to  considerable  elevation.  The  rich 
loamy  soil  is  found  only  in  the  valleys.  Limestone  rocks  make  their  ap« 
pearance  on  the  surface,  and  the  hills  are  stony  and  barren.  This  conr 
tiones  about  ten  miles  to  Turkey  creek.  The  valley  at  the  head  of  this 
stream  is  of  large  extent  and  fertile,  and  covered  with  a  large  growth  of 
mezquite  trees.  The  bimks  of  the  creek  are  bordered  with  post  and  live 
eak.  The  grazing  is  fine  and  abundant.  At  this  place,  owing  to  heavy 
nine,  the  command  was  stopped  nine  days.  The  road  heads  the  main 
^Qg  from  which  the  creek  rises,  though,  on  our  return,  water  flowed 
bom  a  small  lake  a  little  higher  up. 

After  leaving  the  valley  of  Turkey  creek,  the  country  becomes  more 
lolling,  smd  the  trees  more  scarce,  giving  it  the  appearance  of  a  more  open 
country.  A  march  of  about  thirteen  miles  brought  us  to  the  bed  of  a 
eieek,  ^th  rain  water  collected  in  large  ponds.  Three  miles  further  on^ 
die  road  crosses  EUn  cieek.  Below  the  crossing,  whidi  in  summer  is 
dry,  the  water  runs  bom  a  springs  and  forms  a  small  creek,  that  flows 
^ver  a  rocky  bottom.  It  doubdessly  derives  its  nsime  from  the  trees 
that  bo(cder  its  shores,  though  post  ocdc  and  hackbeny  are  the  principal 
ones  that  grow  near  its  source. 

The  next  stream  of  note  is  the  Las  Moras,  which  takes^its  rise  below 
Ae  rood.  Its  waters,  gushing  out  from  the  springs,  form  at  once  a  large 
Greek.  Trees  line  its  banks  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach.  To  the  north 
lisee  a  conical  hill  that  may  be  seen  many  miles  distant,  and  is  known  as 
'^Las  Moias  mound." 

Formerly  this  stream  was  much  resorted  to  by  the  Indians,  and  large^ 
weU-beaten  trails  are  now  seen  following  down  its  course.  From  the  Las 
Moias  to  the  Piedra  Pinca,  a  distance  of  over  seven  miles,  the  country  con* 
tioues  tfae  same  general  appearance.  This  stream  is  about  ten  feet  widoi 
Bear  three  deep,  running  over  a  bed  of  limestone.  The  crossing  is  bad, 
the  banks  being  very  boggy. 

Leaving  the  Piedia  Pinta,  the  country  is  open,  with  only  here  and  there 
a  few  mezqnite  trees.  The  approach  to  the  Rio  Grande  is  marked  by  the 
appearance  of  distant  mountains  on  the  left,  now  distinctly  visible  from 
Oe  rising  ground.  The  next  water  is  the  Zoquete,  a  smaU  stream  that 
flows  through  a  bed  of  rushes.  The  surrounding  country  is  an  open 
prairie,  the  soil  good,  and  covered  with  fine  grass.  At  the  point  whero 
the  road  crosses  this  creek,  it  branches^  one  branch  bearing  tne  name  of 
Maverick's  creek.  The  crossing  is  not  good,  the  soil  being  miry.  About 
three  miles  in  advance,  the  road  crosses  Arroyo  Pedro,  a  creek  of  cleax 
water,  coursing  along  the  wide  stony  bed  of  a  stream  which,  during  the 
lainy  season,  is  swollen  to  the  dimensions  of  a  river.  The  crossing  ia 
good.  Large  oaks  are  found  in  groves  on  its  shores.  Beyond  this  arroyo 
the  soil  becomes  stony  and  barren,  and  covered  widi  cactus  and  dwarf 
chaparral,  as  far  as  the  San  Felipe.  The  load  crosses  this  stream  a  little 
way  below  its  head-waters. 

To  the  north  of  the  road,  and  a  half  mile  distant,  thero  is  a  beautiful 
spring  of  water,  fifty  feet  in  diameter  at  the  surface,  the  sides  of  which 
jDcline  towards  a  centre,  like  an  inverted  cone,  and  then,  sinking  in  a 
cylindrical  form  to  the  depth  of  twenty-eight  feet^  through  a  soil  of  hard 
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clay,  afford  a  passage  for  the  water  to  rise.  The  water  comes  to  the  sur- 
face with  slight  ebullition,  and  flows  off  in  a  volume  that  would  fill  a 
cylinder  two  feet  in  diameter.  This  spring  is  the  source  of  the  San  Fe- 
lipe ;  as  it  flows  on,  the  volume  of  its  waters  is  increased  by  other  large 
springs,  on  either  side,  until  it  becomes  a  creek,  when  it  empties  into  the 
Rio  Grande,  eight  miles  below  the  crossing,  some  thirty  feet  wide  and 
several  feet  deep.  Near  its  junction  with  the  Rio  Grande,  its  banks  are 
shaded  with  large  groves  of  pecan,  maple,  elm,  and  mulberry  trees.  This 
IS  the  last  of  those  small,  clear  streams,  flowing  through  fertile  valleys, 
with  banks  admitting  every  access  to  their  waters.  At  this  place,  Malor 
Van  Home,  with  the  command,  started  in  advance,  on  the  oth  of  July, 
leaving  the  supply  trains  an  escort.  We  moved  on  the22d,  and  thus  con- 
tinued the  march  to  El  Paso.  Eleven  miles  distant  is  the  San  Pedro 
river,  beyond  which,  and  close  by,  on  the  north,  is  the  great  table  forma- 
tion.  These  features  of  the  country  may  tend,  ere  long,  to  point  the  San 
Felipe  out  as  a  site  for  a  frontier  post. 

The  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  below  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  for  many 
wiles,  are  nearly  or  quite  inaccessible.  From  the  San  Fehpe  to  the  San 
Pedro,  the  country  becomes  more  elevated,  inclining  to  a  high  plain,  67 
below  which,  in  a  deep,  rugged  canon,  the  waters  of  the  latter  find  an 
outlet  into  the  Rio  Grande.  The  descent  to  the  river  is  made  through 
crooked  ravines,  that  required  much  labor  to  make  them  passable. 

Viewed  from  this  point,  the  San  Pedro  is  a  stream  about  sixty  yards 
wide,  running  over  a  level  bed  of  solid  limestone  rock.  This  is  perhaps 
the  only  point  at  which  it  is  possible  to  gain  the  opposite  bank,  for  several 
miles,  either  up  or  down  the  river.  When  returning,  we  found  that 
during  our  absence  the  autumnal  rains  had  caused  a  great  freshet,  and  the 
usually  shallow  waters  had  risen  nearly  twenty  feet. 

From  the  table  land  above,  on  either  side,  the  country  presents  a  dreary 
aspect,  and  no  traces  of  the  river  can  be  seen  in  the  depth  below.  About 
two  miles  beyond,  water  is  found  in  a  ravine;  and  near  by  is  the  only 
encamping-ground  in  the  vicinity.  From  some  lude  Indian  paintings  on 
the  rocks,  it  has  been  called  the  ^'  Painted  caves.**  From  there  the  road 
continues  up  the  ravine  to  the  open  country;  and  the  first  water  we  found 
beyond  was  at  some  springs  sunk  in  the  open  plain  at  and  near  Pallas 
Blancas.  In  July,  1  but  a  scanty  supply  of  water  was  found  here  for  so 
many  animals  ;  but,  on  our  return,  in  November,  we  found  it  a  running 
stream.    The  grazing  is  good,  but  no  wood  whatever  is  found. 

From  Pallas  Blancas  the  road  gradually  ascends  for  a  short  distance, 
and  then  runs  apparently  parallel  to  the  river,  with  a  succession  of  hills 
on  the  left.  About  eight  miles  further  on,  the  road  passes  through  a  goi^ 
of  the  mountains,  and  then  stretches  out  over  some  high  table  land  for 
several  miles,  until  it  commences  winding  around  the  base  of  the  irregu- 
lar mountains,  now  rising  and  then  descending,  as  it  approaches  the  river 
again.  For  five  or  six  miles  it  is  very  rocky  and  rough;  and  during  the 
whole  distance  the  country  is  a  constant  succession  of  hills  on  hills,  des- 
titute  of  grass  and  wood,  and  giving  support  only  to  the  sawleaf  palmetto. 
It  is  a  miserably  rough,  broken,  and  barren  region,  avoided  alike  by  every 
living  thing.  Uy  winding  around  the  base  of  the  mountains,  a  descent 
is  made  to  the  river. 

The  San  Pedro,  from  its  source  to  this  point,  flows  down  a  valley  formed 
by  mountains  on  either  side^  and  which  are  not  unlike^  in  appearance^ 
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those  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  The  valley  varies  from  a  quarter  to 
one  and  a  half  miles  in  widths  up  which  the  road  runs,  crossing  and  re- 
onossing  the  stream  manv  times^  and  often  following  up  its  bed  over  a  con- 
tinuous mass  of  rounded  and  attritioned  rock,  varying  from  an  inch  to 
two  feet  in  diameter. 

In  many  places,  the  road  over  which  we  had  passed,  we  found,  on  our 
letom^  haid  been  at  least  twenty  feet  under  water.  All  the  way  up  the 
vriley,  at  intervals,  the  road  is  very  rough — ^particularly  at  some  of  the 
eiossings.  The  grazing  is  poor  until  you  reach  the  head  of  the  valleyi 
where  it  is  excellent — the  gentle  slopes  of  the  mountain  sides  being  covered 
vith  gramma  grass.  It  is  a  place  resorted  to  by  the  Indians,  and  numer- 
ous lodges  are  found  by  the  water's  edge. 

At  the  point  where  the  road  leaves  the  stiream,  the  valley  is  divided. 
Following  the  more  westerly  one  a  distance  of  nine  miles  brings  us  to  the 
table  lands  that  stretch  between  the  waters  of  the  San  Pedro  and  Pecos 
rivers.  It  is  of  limestone  formation^  with  horizontal  strata,  and  the  gen- 
era] appearance  is  that  of  a  vast  level,  unbroken  plain;  but  such  is  not 
the  case:  valleys  extend  out  from  the  streams;  from  these  others  branch 
off  to  the  right  and  left,  ramifying  the  country  in  every  direction;  and 
near  the  Pecos  these  valleys  head  in  innumerable  chasms  and  canons, 
tiareTsing  the  plain  in  every  course,  with  rocky  sides  so  high  and  steep  as 
to  form  impassable  barriers.  In  places,  and  particularly  about  Howard's 
^ngs,  the  valleys,  with  all  these  ramifications,  seem  to  have  quietly 
sank  from  the  general  level — the  same  strata  of  stone  marking  the  precise 
level  on  the  different  hill  sides  for  miles.  But  these  apparent  hills  are  but 
the  natural  slopes  of  earth  from  the  valleys  to  the  generally  level  lands 
tbove. 

The  nearest  water  after  leaving  the  San  Pedro  is  found  at  Howard's 
springs,  forty-one  and  a  quarter  miles  distant.  The  road  is  good,  and  the 
grass  in  the  valleys  very  fine,  consisting  of  gramma  and  fine  mezquite. 
The  springs,  from  the  large  basin  they  form,  afford  a  small  stream  of  run* 
aing  water  in  the  summer,  which,  after  flowing  a  short  distance,  sinks 
iato  the  ground.  Wood,  in  sufficient  quantities  for  fuel,  is  found  near 
Ae  springs.  It  is  a  place  much  resorted  to  by  the  Indians.  From  thence 
to  Live  Oak  creek,  the  next  reliable  water,  is  a  journey  of  thirty-two 
miles,  though  after  rains  water  may  be  found  in  )xh)1s  in  the  rocky  bottoms 
of  ravines  near  the  road.  When  approaching  the  Pecos,  the  road  leads 
down  a  steep  hill  into  a  valley,  along  which  it  continues  several  miles  to 
the  valley  of  Live  Oak  creek.  After  crossing  this  stream,  the  route  is 
down  its  right  bank  to  the  valley  of  the  Pecos,  and  thence  up  it  to  the 
crossing. 

For  the  distance  of  near  forty  miles,  the  route  lies  up  the  east  bank  of 
the  river.  A  few  miles  below  the  ferry,  the  valley  of  the  Pecos  disappears, . 
and  the  mountains  on  either  side  approach  each  other  very  closely.  Pro- 
ceeding up,  they  gradually  widen  out,  forming  a  level  valley  from  one  to 
three  miles  in  width;  and  a  little  above  where  the  road  leaves  the  valley, 
they  stretch  to  the  left  over  the  plain  in  a  broken,  irregular  line. 

The  Pecos  is  a  remarkable  stream*  narrow  and  deep,  extremely  crooked 
in  its  course,  and  rapid  in  its  current.  Its  waters  are  turbid  and  bitter, 
and  carry,  in  both  mechaniccd  mixture  and  chemical  solution,  more  im- 
parities than  perhaps  any  other  river  in  the  south.  Its  banks  are  steep, 
and,  in  a  course  of  two  hundred  and  forty  miles,  there  are  but  few  places 
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where  an  animal  can  approach  them  for  water  in  safety.  Not  a  tree  or  bash 
marks  its  course;  and  one  may  stand  on  its  banks  and  not  know  that  the 
stream  is  near.  Tfae  only  inhabitants  of  its  waters  are  catfish ;  and  the  an- 
telope and  wolf  alone  visit  its  dreary^  silent;  and  desolate  shores.  It  is 
avoided  even  by  the  Indians. 

The  grass  on  the  lower  part  of  the  stream  is  good;  but  further  up  the 
salt  marshes  begin^  and  it  becomes  coarse.  The  average  width  of  the 
river  is  about  sixty  feet;  and  its  depth  eight  feet.  A  few  miles  above  the 
point  where  the  road  leaves  the  river,  there  is  an  Indian  ford;  near  thirty 
miles  stilt  fiirther  up  is  the  ^'Horse-head  crossing,"  on  the  Fredericks- 
burg route;  below  this  is  the  ford  where  the  great  Comanche  war- trails 
pass  from  the  north  down  to  the  great  bend  in  the  Rio  Grande,  and  thence 
into  Mexico ;  below  this  is  Connelly's  crossing.  The  road  up  the  Pecos  is 
good;  the  greatest  difficulty  is  in  watering  the  animals,  rendering  it  a 
choice  whether  to  do  it  by  means  of  buckets  or  cutting  away  the  banks, 
if  the  water  be  high,  and  letting  it  into  the  salt  lakes  near  the  shore. 

Leaving  the  Pecos,  the  road  turns  directly  to  the  west,  up  a  wide  valley 
or  plain,  with  hills  in  broken  ridges  on  both  sides.  As  the  distance  in- 
creases, the  soil  becomes  more  and  mere  sterile,  without  grass,  and  yield- 
ing support  to  nothing  but  dwarf  bushes,  Spanish  bayonets,  and  stunted 
cactus.  Continuing  over  a  gently- swelling  hill ,  another  valley  is  entered, 
following  which  about  six  miles,  water  is  found  in  jx)nds,  some  of  them 
quite  deep,  surrounded  by  a  tall  growth  of  rushes  and  cane.  The  water 
rises  from  a  rocky  bottom,  and,  as  it  imperceptibly  glides  away,  gives  life 
and  freshness  to  the  coarse  grass  and  cane.  This  water  is  distant  from 
the  Pecos  about  eighteen  miles,  and  has  been  called  Escondido  creek. 
The  grazing  is  not  good,  and  wood  for  fuel  is  scarce.  Eight  miles  further 
on  are  the  Escondido  springs.  The  water  gushes  out  from  beneath  a 
shelf  of  rocks,  and  flows  some  distance  down  the  creek.  The  country 
around  is  rocky  and  barren,  covered  with  chaparral  and  prickly  pear.  The 
grazing  is  limited,  and  wood  by  no  means  plenty. 

From  Escondido  to  the  Comanche  springs  the  road  is  good.  The  hills 
now  gradually  disappear,  and  the  country  becomes  open.  The  soil  is 
light,  and,  on  being  trodden  up  by  our  animals,  was  wafted  by  the  strong 
wind  over  the  prairie,  covering  the  bushes  and  grass  for  miles.  By  the 
volumes  of  dust  that  arose,  the  trains  could  be  descried  at  a  great  distance; 
and,  thus  viewed,  the  clouds  of  dust  that  filled  the  air  appeared  like  smoke 
flx)m  the  prairies  when  on  fire.  Fortunately,  the  wind  blew  directly  across 
the  road:  otherwise  the  animals  would  have  suffered  very  much. 

The  Comanche  springs,  situated  as  they  are  in  the  open  plain,  have 
long  been  a  celebrated  encamping-place  for  the  Indians.  Here  four  roads 
may  be  said  to  cross  at  the  same  point:  first,  the  great  Comanche  war-paths, 
leading  into  Mexico,  marked  by  the  bones  of  animals;  second,  Connelly's 
trail  to  Presidio  del  Norte;  the  route  of  emigrants  from  Fredericksburg  to 
Presidio;  and  the  road  from  San  Antonio  to  El  Paso. 

The  water  rises  from  a  number  of  springs,  and  forms  a  stream  of  excel- 
lent water,  perhaps  twenty  feet  wide  and  two  feet  deep,  which,  after  flow- 
ing some  ten  miles,  disappears  in  a  salt  plain. 

The  glazing  is  pretty  good.  The  only  wood  for  fuel  consists  of  dead 
chaparral  and  mezquite  bushes  in  the  vicinity.  The  place  is  noted  for 
the  number  of  bones  of  horses  and  mules  scattered  around  its  waters. 

From  these  springs  to  Presidio  del  Norte  the  distance  is  estimated  atone 
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hinibed  and  sixty  miles;  thence  to  Chihaahua,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles;  from  here  to  Paso  del  Norte,  it  measures  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine  mfles;  from  Bl  Paso  to  Chihuahua,  the  distance  is  estimated  to  be 
between  two  hundred  and  forty  and  two  hundred  and  eighty  miles. 
These  distances  show  the  advantage  of  the  road  from  here  to  Chihuahua, 
and  large  trains  -with  emigrants  have  already  passed  over  it;  and,  as  com- 
merce is  usually  forced  by  enterprise  and  competition  into  the  nearest 
and  cheapest  channels  of  communication,  this  may  in  time  divert  it  from 
ftose  over  which  is  now  carried. 

The  next  watering-place  on  the  route  is  the  Oio  de  Leon.  The  country 
between  the  two  places  is  extremely  sterile.  The  water  rises  to  the  siu*- 
iee  from  out  of  springs,  thirty  or  forty  feet  in  diameter,  that  sink  to  a 
great  depths  like  large  wells.  The  water  runs  from  one  spring  to  another, 
and  findly,  in  the  course  of  a  half  mile,  sinks  into  the  earth.  Near  the 
springs  the  ground  is  bare,  and  covered  with  a  finely-crystallized  salt,  which 
tt  a  distance  appears  like  snow.  The  odor  of  sulphur  is  perceptible  about 
the  springs.  The  grass  is  course;  and  no  wood,  except  from  the  dead 
bnahes,  can  be  procured  for  ftiel.  duitting  Ojo  de  l^eon,  the  road  still 
eontinnes  over  a  dreary,  barren  country,  without  timber  or  grass,  until  it 
enters  the  valley  of  the  Sierra  Diablo. 

The  general  features  of  the  country  now  change:  mountains  rise  on  the 
i^t  and  left;  the  limestone  formation  has  generally  disappeared;  and  the 
hills  wear  a  sombre  appearance,  from  the  dark  rocks  of  the  primitive  for- 
mations. The  distance  from  the  Ojo  de  Leon  to  the  Limpia  is  near  forty 
miles;  and  no  water  uitervening  can  be  relied  on,  though  at  certain  seasons 
it  may  be  found. 

At  the  point  where  the  road  strikes  the  Limpia,  it  is  a  small  stream, 
lising  from  its  rocky  bed,  and,  flowing  a  short  distance,  soon  disappears. 

The  hills  were  here,  in  August,  clothed  in  verdure  as  green  as  if  it  were 
eariy  spring.  The  country  is  beautiful;  and  the  mountains, covered  with 
green  grass  to  their  summits,  present  a  pleasing  appearance. 

Leaving  the  valley,  the  road  enters  the. Wild  Rose  pass.  But  few  places 
can  present  anything  more  lovely  than  this  litde  valley,  surrounded  as  it 
spp^rs  to  be  by  a  wall  of  vertical  rocks,  rising  a  thousand  feet  in  altitude — 
these  rocky  walls  partly  forming  the  sides  of  mountains  that  rise  still  higher^ 
and  overlook  the  valley  from  every  point.  Prom  here  the  road  leads  over 
a  spur  of  the  mountains,  and  descends  on  the  other  side,  and,  continu-  ' 
ing  up  the  bed  of  the  stream  several  miles,  through  a  deep,  narrow  canon, 
leads  to  a  more  elevated  plain,  in  which  this  litde  stream  takes  its  rise. 
This  cafion  in  some  places  is  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards  in  width. 
Columnar  basaltic  rocks,  that  rise  one  behind  the  other  to  many  feet  in 
altitude,  form  its  sides,  and  present  a  singular  appearance. 

The  mountains  of  the  Sierra  Diablo  do  not  form  a  single  continuous 
ridge,  but  rise  in  irregular  order,  mountain  on  mountain,  and  peak  on  peak, 
covering  an  immense  extent  of  country,  forming  innumerable  small 
ahad^  iralleys,  deep  canons,  and  ravines,  that  wind  in  a  circuitous  course 
Bioand  their  base. 

The  country,  viewed  from  the  top  of  one  of  the  highest  mountains,  pre- 
aenia  to  the  eye  of  the  beholder,  in  every  direction,  hills,  in  their  pristine 
giaadeux^  as  coundess  as  the  billows  of  the  ocean.  Far  and  wide  these 
ten  thousand  single  conical  mountains  rise,  intersecting  each  other  at  their 
base,  or  higher  up  their  sides,  forming  an  impassable  barrier,  had  not 
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some  convulsion  of  nature  seemed  partly  to  have  opened  the  pass  and 
canon  through  which  the  road  runs. 

The  first  encampment  on  the  plain  is  called  the  Painted  camp.  Gram* 
ma  grass  is  abundant^  and  wood  plenty.  The  liimpia  here^  though  near 
its  source,  affords  more  water  than  where  it  was  first  met,  thirty  miles 
below.  A  little  distance  up  the  stream  there  was  growing  a  small  field 
of  corn,  planted  by  the  Indians;  and  on  its  banks  were  some  of  their 
lodges,  constructed  of  willow  sticks  bent  in  the  form  of  an  arc,  and  inter- 
laced at  the  top.  From  Painted  camp,  the  road  continues  over  the 
plain,  and  is  remarkably  good.  For  several  miles  it  runs  through  a  prairie 
dog  town;  and  over  the  whole  country  they  inhabit  the  herbage  is  kept 
closely  cropped  by  those  little  animals,  and  the  fi'esh  grass  springing  up 
gives  it  the  appearance  of  a  bright  lawn. 

By  the  road  side,  fourteen  miles  distant,  beneath  a  large  boulder  of 
granite,  water  may  be  found;  but  it  was  unfit  for  use  when  we  passed  it, 
having  been  completely  trodden  up  with  mud  by  the  animals  ot  the  ad- 
vance trains. 

The  first  reliable  water  is  at  Smith's  run,  twenty-six  miles  from  th« 
Limpia.  The  last  six  miles  of  the  road  runs  on  ground  covered  with 
small  angular  fragments  of  rocks,  rendering  it  very  rough.  This  creek  is 
found  in  a  ravine  at  the  base  of  a  high  range  of  mountains  on  the  right; 
and  to  reach  it,  the  road  turns  off  the  direct  course  near  two  miles.  The 
grazing  is  good,  and  wood  is  found  in  abundance. 

These  mountains  on  the  right  form  a  lofty  and  continuous  ridge,  pre- 
senting an  extremely  jagged  and  serrated  crest.  They  are  formed  princi- 
pally of  rocks  of  igneous  origin.  Near  their  tops,  forests  of  pine  are  vis- 
ible, and  some  logs,  borne  down  by  the  mountain  torrents,  were  discovered 
in  the  ravines.  Continuing  along  the  base  of  these  mountains,  water  is 
found  again  in  some  springs  ten  miles  distant.  But  from  here  to  Eagle 
springs,  a  distance  of  sixty  miles,  no  certain  or  living  water  is  found, 
though  there  are  intermediate  ponds,  and  Rain  Water  creek,  twenty  miles 
distant,  is  sometimes  swollen  to  a  stream  of  considerable  size.  Between 
these  points  the  country  is  mostly  an  elevated  plain .  The  road,  leaving  the 
mountairson  the  right,  passes  over  to  the  range  on  the  left.  From  the 
plain  other  ch  ains  of  mountains  rise,  and ,  running  to  wards  the  north  in  a  par- 
allel direction,  terminate  in  the  vast  plain  east  of  El  Paso.  Eagle  springs  are 
found  in  a  ravine  formed  by  the  spurs  of  the  mountains.  Although  the  pre- 
caution was  taken  to  march  the  train  in  four  divisions,  each  on  consecutive 
days,  yet  water  tv^as  not  found  sufficient  for  one-third  of  the  animals:  conse- 
quently, they  had  to  travel  seventy  miles  without  water.  The  water  did 
not  run,  but  merely  oozed  out  of  the  ground,  and  was  collected  in  numerous 
holes  dug  for  that  purpose.  During  most  of  the  year,  perhaps,  more  water 
might  be  found;  and  now,  at  all  seasons,  there  will  be  found  in  the  pits 
that  were  sunk  enough  for  ordinary  trains.  From  Eagle  springs,  the 
road  leads  near  the  mountains  on  the  left,  until  it  crosses  over  to  the  plain 
beyond,  and  runs  towards  a  chain  of  mouiitains  that  rise  near  the  Rio 
Grande;  continuing  near  their  base,  it  enters  a  deep  rugged  caRon;  and, 
after  winding  down  its  course  a  few  miles,  the  spurs  of  the  mountains 
diminishing  in  height,  the  canon  opens  into  the  plain  beyond,  and  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande  are  visible,  about  a  league  and  a  half  distant. 

The  bottom  lands  of  the  Rio  Grande  valley,  on  the  American  side,  to  the 
lower  end  of  the  island,  a  distance  of  fifty-five  miles,  are  in  many  places 
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Tcry  fertile.  Timber  is  thinly  scattered  over  the  whole  extent.  The 
road  up  the  lower  part  of  the  valley  leads  over  a  sandy  soil,  and  is  not 
food;  the  grass  is  coarse,  and  the  grazing  but  ordinary.  The  road  crosses 
over  a  shallow  ford  to  the  island,  and,  passing  through  the  villages  of  San 
Elizario,  Socorro,  and  Isle.ta,  recrosses  to  the  main  land  at  the  upper  ford, 
•nd  continues  thence  to  the  intersection  of  the  Santa  Fe  road  at  the 
rancho  opposite  El  Paso — ^making  the  distance  from  San  Antonio  six  bun-  • 
died  and  seventy-three  miles.  The  worst  portions  of  the  route  are  found 
on  the  San  Pedro  and  up  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  amount  of  labor  required  to  open  the  road,  and  render  it  fit  hereafter 
fcr  military  and  commercial  purposes,  gave  constant  employment  to  a 
large  working'  party  during  all  the  time  we  were  on  the  march. 

The  long  distance  in  advance  that  the  engineers  were  obliged  to  make 
leconnaissances  before  determining  the  route  from  one  point  to  another 
rendered  their  duties  arduous. 

It  was  not  enough  to  know  that  a  road  could  be  made  up  one  valley, 
Of  that  a  range  of  mountains  could  be  passed,  but  it  became  necessary  to 
explore  the  country  further  beyond,  to  definitive  points,  before  the  open- 
ing of  the  route.  When  the  nature  of  the  country  is  seen  by  those  who 
may  hereafter  pass  over  the  road,  it  may  excite  surprise;  but  it  will  not  be 
that  so  practicable  a  route  has  been  found,  but  rather  that  any  was  found 
atall. 

The  town  of  El  Paso  is  wholly  situated  in  Mexico— there  being,  ex- 
cepting the  villages  on  the  island,  but  three  houses  on  the  American  side. 

beginning  at  a  point  on  the  Rio  Grande  ten  miles  cUfove  the  town,  and 
fcUowing  dotim  the  Santa  Pe  road  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  the  con- 
tinuous chains  of  high  mountains  on  the  left  approach  close  to  the  river, 
ad,  rising  on  the  opposite  side,  stretch  oiF  to  the  south.    Through  the 

Ers  of  these  mountains  the  Rio  Grande  forces  its  way;  and  this  is  "Ell 
o"  (the  pass)  of  the  river. 

A  few  miles  below  this  point,  and  near  the  town,  the  river  has  a  fell  of 
WDe  twelve  feet.  The  water  from  this  elevation  is  conveyed  in  large 
"zcquias,"  or  ditches,  for  the  purp^  ses  of  irrigation. 

Below  the  pass,  and  beyond  the  mountains,  (approaching  by  the  Santa 
Pe  road,)  the  country  opens  into  a  broad  plain,  in  which  the  VfiUey  of 
H  Paso  lies.  The  valley  on  the  American  side  is  narrow,  if  the  island 
be  excluded — the  greater  portion  being  on  the  opposite  side,  in  which 
the  town  is  situated. 

The  plaza  and  main  buildings  of  El  Paso  are  in  the  upper  end;  but  the 
dvellings  extend  down  tlie  valley,  forming  a  continuous  village  for  about 
tvelve  niiles.  The  houses  are  universally  built  of ''adobes,'*  and,  with 
fev  excepiions,  are  but  little  better  than  mud  hovels. 

A  gamson  of  two  hundred  men  is  stationed  in  the  town;  and  the  senti- 
■ds  placed  on  the  banks  of  the  river  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  guar^ 
dians  of  the  ford  and  the  revenue. 

The  people  for  years  have  lived  under  the  constant  fear  of  the  Indians,. 
Uid  not  without  cause;  for  the  Apaches  have  committed  repeated  depre- 
daiions  in  open  daylight  in  the  sight  of  the  town.  From  this  cause,  and 
the  miserable  system  of  ^'peonage"  that  prevails,  the  products  of  agricul- 
toie  are  barely  sufficient  to  support  the  inhabitants;  and  grain  to  supply 
the  wants  of  emigrants^  and  for  other  purposes,  has  to  be  brought  from 
Chihuahua. 

Ex.— 4 
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The  grape  k  extensively  cultivated  on  the  irrigjable  lands,  and  m  siz^ 
and  flavor  is  perhaps  unequalled.  The  wine  it  yields,  however,  owin^ 
pprhaps  to  the  mode  of  manufecture  or  making,  is  rather  indifferent. 
Some  of  the  old  wine  is  said  to  possess  a  fine  flavor.  Peaches,  pears, 
and  apricots  are  good.  The  apples  are  small,  and  very  inferior  in  qualit5r  . 
Vegetation  obtains  an  enormous  growih.  Cacti  were  found  that  meas- 
ur&i  six  and  a  half  feet  in  circumference. 

Excellent  stone  for  building  is  found  in  the  hills  close  by.    Saw- mills, 
are  now  being  erected  in  the  Sacramento  mountains,  eighty  miles  distant, 
where  timber  is  said  to  be  found  in  great  abundance. 

In  the  plains  near  these  mountains  are  extensive  salt  lakes,  from  which 
the  State  of  Chihuahua  draws  its  supplies.  The  testimony  is  concurrent 
in  relation  to  the  richness  of  the  silver  mines  in  the  neighborhood;  but 
tl^e  Indians  have  always  prevented  their  being  worked  to  any  advantage. 

The  country  around  EI  Paso,  excepting  the  bottom  lands  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  is  sandy,  and  covered  with  a  dwarf  growth  of  bushes.  The 
lafge  plains  towards  the  east  would  afford  a  place  for  grazing  cattle,  were 
th^y  secure  tcom  the  Indians;  and  were  water  discovered  in  abundance, 
it  might  become  a  pastoral  country. 

The  island  is  low  and  flat;  the  soil  is  rich  and  productive;  and  a  system. 
of  irrigation  is  extended  as  far  down  as  the  settlements.  Its  populatioii 
is  estimated  at  two  ttiousand. 

The  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande,  in  proper  hands,  is  capable  of  supporting 
a  large  population;  and,  below  the  island,  the  larger  portion  is  on  the 
American  side. 

El  Paso,  from  its  geographical  position,  presents  itself  as  a  resting-place 
on  one  of  the  great  overland  routes  between  the  seaports  of  the  Atlantic  on 
one  side  and  those  of  the  Pacific  on  the  other. 

Fourteen  miles  above,  and  our  territory  crosses  to  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Rio  Grande;  a  little  further  to  the  north  and  west  are  the  head- waters 
of  the  Gila:  and  should  the  route  from  El  Paso  to  the  seaboard  on  die 
west  present  no  more  difficulties  than  that  from  the  oast,  there  can  easily 
be  established  between  the  Atlantic  States  and  those  that  have  so  sua* 
denly  sprung  into  existence  in  the  west— and  which  are  destined  to  change, 
perhaps,  the  political  institutions  and  commercial  relations  of  half  the 
world — a  connexion  that  will  strengthen  the  bonds  of  union  by  free  and 
constant  intercourse.  The  government  has  been  a  pioneer  in  the  enter* 
prise,  and  the  little  labor  bestowed  may  not  be  lost  to  the  public  weal. 
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Thikifdidanets,  bmngaecwnte  measurement nmd$  hy  the  engineers^ 
endgetteralfyindicaiiMg  thepoitUs  where  water  may  he  found. 


Vtom  poini 

Dutuioa 

to  point,  or 

ftomSui 

■ 

camp. 

Antonio. 

Fnm  San  Antonio — 

MilM. 

Mile*. 

ToCastmville 

25.42 

126.42 

"Qoihi 

10.00 

35.43 

"  Tandenburg        .           .           .           -           - 

r.i7 

42.59 

"  Anoyo  Hondo    -           -            -           •           - 
"RioSeco 

3.80 

46.39 

8.98 

55.37 

"  Raocheras  credc             .... 

8.38 

63.75 

"Sabinal 

3.94 

67.69 

"  Comanche  creek             .... 

6.37 

73  06 

"BioPrio 

8.60 

81.56 

"  Head  of  Leona   .           .           -           -           - 

7.06 

88.63 

"Noeces                 -            - 

9.04 

97.66 

"  Tnrkey  creek 

10.37 

108.03 

"Elm  creek 

16.23 

123.26 

"Las  Moras 

7.13 

130.39 

"PiedraPinta 

7.46 

137.85 

"  Zoquete  creek     .           .           -           -           - 

9.02 

146.87 

"  AiToyo  Pedro      .            .            -            •            - 

3.81 

150.68 

"San  Felipe 

8.98 

159.66 

"San  Pedro 

10.70 

170.36 

"  Painted  caves     ..... 

2.64 

172.90 

«  Pallos  BlancoB    ..... 

16.48 

189.38 

"  Camp  second,  crossing  San  Pedro 
"  Head  ranning  water  in  snouner 

18.64 

208.02 

8.63 

216.65 

"  Camp — leave  river  valley            ... 

13.88 

230.53 

"  Howard's  springs           .... 

41.21 

271.24 

"  Live  Oak  creek               -           - 

32.40 

304.14 

"Penyof Pecos    .           -           -           -           . 

7.88 

312.02 

"  Camp  above  ferry           .... 

12i!9 

324.61 

"  Second  camp  above  ferry 

16.23 

340.84 

"  Third  camp  above— leave  Pecos 

7.74 

348.68 

"  Eacondido  creek             .... 

18.24 

366.83 

"  Escondido  springs          .... 

8.58 

376.40 

"  Comanche  springs          .... 

19.47 

394.87 

"  Leon  springs       ..... 

9.67 

404.44 

"  Umpia    - 

37.00 

441.44 

"  Entrance  to  pass             .... 

6.97 

448.41 

"  Camp  in  small  valley      .... 

4.60 

452.91 

"  Painted  camp      ..... 

14.08 

466.99 

I^Snuth'srun 

26.33 

493.33 

"Rain  Water  creek           .           .           .           . 

9.00 

602.33 

17.83 

620.14 
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Table  of  distances — Continoed* 


From  point 

Disunce 

to  point,  or 

from  Sen 

CAinp. 

AatoniD. 

Miles. 

Miles. 

To  Water-holes 

• 

• 

. 

18.77 

638.91 

"  Ea8:le  springs 

- 

- 

- 

21.67 

660.48 

«'  Entrance  to  canon 

- 

- 

. 

22.61 

683  09 

«^  Rio  Grande 

• 

• 

« 

8.81 

691.90 

"  Lower  ford 

• 

• 

^ 

54.80 

646.70 

<^  San  Elizario 

. 

• 

. 

6.0() 

651.70 

*<  Socorro 

• 

• 

• 

6.45 

656.15 

'<  Isleta      - 

. 

• 

. 

3.10 

659.25 

'^  Upper  ford 

. 

^ 

• 

7.05 

666.30 

'^  Coon's  hacienda 

■" 

• 

- 

7.09 

673.39 

It  might  be  well  to  lemark  that^  in  all  the  streams  between  the  San 
Antonio  and  the  San  Pedro^  fish  are  abundant;  and  that  in  their  vicinity 
deer  and  turkeys  are  found.  The  head- waters  of  the  San  Pedro  are  in- 
habited by  beaver.  Bear  and  peccary  are  also  found  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood; antelope  on  the  other  side  of  the  Pecos. 

Four  different  kinds  of  quails  were  killed:  the  common  quail;  the  tufted 
quaili  slightly  ash-colored;  the  California  quail,  with  a  long  plume  from 
the  top  of  its  head;  and  another  variety ,  with  dark  breast  and  black  belly, 
the  feathers  on  the  breast  having  round  white  spots  on  them^  and  thos^ 
on  the  back  black  spots — found  principally  on  the  rocky  sides  of  the 
mountains. 

This  side  of  the  Pecos^  there  is  no  difficulty  in  subsisting  on  game,  if 
good  hunters  are  with  the  parties. 

In  returning  to  San  Antonio,  we  came  by  the  Fredericksburg  or  upper 
route  to  the  point  where  it  crosses  the  Pecos. 

Leaving  El  Paso,  this  road  bears  an  easterly  course  for  thirty  miles  to 
the  Waco  tanks.  The  road  runs  over  a  level' plain,  and  is  sandy  and 
heavy. 

The  supply  of  water  in  these  tanks  depends  on  the  rains.  We  did  nol 
find  sufficient  in  them  for  a  large  train— scarcely  enough  for  three  hun- 
dred animals. 

The  passage  of  the  Waco  mountain  is  steep  and  difficult  by  the  road 
that  we  made  the  descent.  The  next  water  of  note  is  found  at  '^Ojo  de 
los  Alamos,"  in  small  holes  dug  on  the  side  of  a  granite  mountain  of  rather 
difficult  access.  They  will  not  contain  a  sufficient  quantity  for  two  thou- 
sand animals.    Others  could  be  sunk. 

Distant  from  Waco  tanks  twenty-five  miles,  the  grazing  is  fine;  but 
there  is  no  wood  to  be  found  for  fuel,  except  small  bushes.  At  Thorn's 
springs,  about  nine  miles  further  on  the  road,  water  is  found  in  abun- 
dance; but  it  has  to  be  taken  in  buckets  fipom  a  natural  well  in  a  c$ive 
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nidtBd  over  with  rocks.  From  the  Waco  mountain  to  the  '^  Qjo  del 
Coerpo"  the  road  is  excellent.  Here  water  in  abundance  is  found;  the 
gtaziogis  good,  but  there  is  no  wood.  Numerous  saUae  lakes  are  found 
00  the  plain. 

From  here  the  road  runs  over  several  small  spurs  of  hills,  and  then 
enters  a  large  ravine,  intersected  by  numerous  small  ones,  which  render 
the  travelling  very  rough  and  difficult. 

At  the  h^  or  the  larse  ravine,  the  long  ascent  of  the  Guadalupe 
mountains  commences.  The  road  winds  alon^  its  side  for  near  half  a  mile 
before  the  plain  above  is  reached .  The  ascent  is  so  steep  that  the  maximum 
load  that  can  be  drawn  up  may  safely  be  stated  not  to  exceed  one-half 
that  which  can  be  transported  on  ordinary  roads. 

Water  was  found  at  the  head  of  the  ravine,  and  in  a  forest  of  pines  six 
mfles  beyond,  and  again  a  few  miles  in  advance. 

The  Guadalupe  mountains  rise  abruptly  fiom  the  plain  near  this  point 
to  their  highest  elevation,  and,  in  an  unbroken  chain,  stretch  over  the 
table  land  in  a  northeasteily  direction,  until  the  tops  sink  beneath  the 
horizoQ  in  the  distance. 

From  these  mountains,  one  vast,  irregular,  and  slighdy-broken  plain 
or  "mesa''  extends  to  the  Peoos  river,  and  thence  beyond  view  towards 
the  head- waters  of  the  Colorado  and  Brazos  rivers. 

After  striking  the  Pecos  below  Delaware  creek,  the  route  lies  down  the 
river  to  the  '<Horse-head  crossing,"  a  distance  of  over  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  miles. 

But  few  places  can  foe  found  more  solitary,  or  that  present  a  more  dreary 
>pp»irance,  than  all  this  region  of  the  Pecos.  The  only  sign  of  life  or 
noving  thing  is  now  and  then  a  single  deer,  a  few  antelope,  a  flock  of 
ducks  circling  over  the  lagoons,  or  a  solitary  crane  winging  his  way  up 
Ae  course  of  the  stream. 

The  numerous  salt  marshes  through  which  the  road  runs  were  very 
miry,  and  the  animals  would  sink  down  in  the  quicksand,  unable  to 
riae. 

The  streams  that  carry  to  the  river  the  surcharged  waters  from  the  salt 

Ues  on  the  plain  were  wich  difficulty  passed;  and  it  is  from  them  that 

tlie  water  of  the  Pecos  derives  some  of  its  saline  and  bitter  properties. 

The  grass  is  coarse  and  salt,  and  wood  for  culinary  purposes  is  with 

^iifficulty  obtained. 

The  country  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Pecos  is  a  little  more  elevated  than 
that  over  which  we  came,  and  appears  free  from  marahes. 

The  country  about  the  Horse-head  crossing  was  very  bo^y.  Prom 
^re,  striking  out  from  the  river  to  avoid  the  salt  marshes,  the  return 
lOQte  joins  the  one  over  which  we  went  to  El  Paso  near  the  point  where 
it  turns  off  from  the  Pecos  for  Escondido  springs.  The  time  occupied 
in  returning  with  a  small  train  of  about  thir^-five  wagons  was  forty-one 
^ys.  The  upper  route  from  the  Horse  head  crossing  on  the  Pecos  con- 
tinues, by  way  of  the  Concho  and  San  Saba  rivers,  &c. ,  to  Fredericksburg, 
^  firom  thence  to  the  seaboard,  either  by  San  Antonio  or  Austin,  and 
fc«s  been  examined  and  surveyed  by  Lieutenant  P.  T.  Bryan,  Topo- 
gnphieal  Engineers.  Such  were  the  routes  over  which  we  travelled.  But, 
in  couchision,  it  might  be  observed,  that  a  road  following  up  the  level' 
coantry  that  obtains  netween  the  Pecos  and  the  Sierra  Diablo  range  to 
^  point  where  these  mountains  terminate  in  the  plains  to  the  north,  and 
then  striking  over  towards  the  &io  Grande,  leaving  the  Guadahy^e  moun* 
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tains  to  the  right,  would  avoid  the  passes  of  the  one  and  the  heights  of 
the  other,  and  ran  throughout  its  whole  extent  over  a  comparatively  level 
country,  fiivorable  to  transit'  by  steam;  but  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
running  water  at  proper  intervals  would  seem  to  render  intercommunica- 
tion impiacticaUe  by  the  ordinary  means  of  travelling  with  wagon  trains. 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Captain,  and  A.  Q.  M^ 
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IM  Sesmon.  No.  64. 


REPORT 

or 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 


COMHVlilGATINO 


The  report  of  Lieutenani  J.  H.  Simpson  of  an  expedUion  into  the 
Naoajo  counUnj  in  1849;  and^  aboj  the  report  of  Certain  S.  Q. 
French  reUUioe  to  the  road  opened  between  San  Antonio  and  El  Paso 
del  Norte. 


JiiLT  6,  I860, . 

Read. 

August  10^  1850. 

(Mrad  to  be  iirinted  with  Ex.  Doc  No.  64,  and  that  3,000  additional  eopks  be  primed,  )00  of 
whieh  are  ior  the  Topographical  Bareau. 


War  Department^  Washingtonj  My  3^  1850. 
Sir:  I  haTe  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  reports  from  Lieu- 
tenant J.  H.  Simpson,  of  the  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers,  and 
Captain  S.  6.  French,  of  the  duartermaster's  Depa^ment,with  accom- 
panyia^  maps  and  sketches,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  8th  ultimo,  requesting  ''copies  of  the  journals*  of  all  reconnais- 
Ances  returned  to  the  lV)pographical  Bureau  by  officers  of  the  United 
States  making  such  surveys  within  the  last  year,  and  not  heretofore  com* 
nnnicatedy  together  with  copies  of  the  maps  and  sketches  belonging'  to 
laid  reeoonaissances;  also,  the  report  of  Captain  French,  of  the  Cluarter- 
master's  Department,  designadng  a  route  ibra  military  road  from  San  An* 
tenio  to  £1  Paso." 

Very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretatif  of  War. 
Hov.  MuxARD  Fillmore, 

Preeideniof  the  Senate. 


Bureau  op  Topooraphii3al  Ekginberb, 

Waski$^on^  July  2,  1S50. 
Sir:  Under  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  dth  June,  I  have  the  honor 
10  transmit  the  report  and  map  of  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Simpson,  Corps  Topo- 
•graphical  Engineers,  of  an  exi>edition  into  the  Navajo  country  in  1849. 
The  vesolution  calls  for  aU  sketches  and  drawings  belonging  to  rqportsu 
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In  the  present  case  there  aiw  seventy-five  sketches  and  drawings  of  great 
interest,  and  highly  necessary  to  illustrate  the  report.  It  has  not  been 
possible  to  have  these  copied  in  time,  but,  in  the  printing  of  the  report, 
the  engraver  will  be  allowed  access  to  the  originals,  from  which  he  would 
rather  engrave  than  from  copies,  and  which  course  will  also  save  time. 

In  the  printing  of  the  report,  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  print- 
ing  of  the  map  and  sketches  should  be  done  under  the  superintendeuce 
of  this  office,  from  the  belief  that  much  time  would  be  saved  thereby. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABEBT, 
Col.  Corps  Topographical  Enffhieers. 
Hon.  G.  W.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Journal  of  a  military  reconnaissance  from  Santa  /T?,  New  Mexico^  to 
the  N'lvajo  country y  made  with  the  tro'^ps  under  the  command  of  Brevet 
Lieufenattt  CoUmd  John  M.  Washing  ton,  chief  of  the  9th  militcay 
department^  and  governor  of  New  Mexico^  in  1849,  by  James  H. 
Simpson,  A.  M,y  Pirst  LAeutenafU  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers. 

Santa  Fe,  N.  M.,  AprU  11,  1850. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  hereto  subjoined,  my  journal  and 
map  of  a  reconnaissance  of  the  country  traversed  by  the  troops  under  the 
command  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  M.  Washington,  chief  of 
the  9th  military  department,  and  governor  of  New  Mexico,  in  an  expedi* 
tion  against  the  Navajo  Indians,  in  the  months  of  August  and  September 
of  the  vear  1849. 

In  addition  to  the  journal  will  be  found  a  number  of  appendices,  vizt 
^'A,"  my  report  to  Colonel  Washington  of  a  reconnaissance  of  the  borders 
of  the  Navajo  country,  with  a  view*  to  the  establishment  of  a  post;  <^B,'' 
a  comparative  vocabulary  of  the  language  of  the  Pueblo  or  civilized  In* 
diansof  New  Mexico,  and  of  the  tMd  tribes  living  upon  its  borders;  ^^C,*^^ 
a  letter  from  Assistant  Surgeon  John  F.  Hammond,  of  the  army,  giving^ 
a  description  of  a  room  he  saw  among  the  ruins  of  Pueblo  Bonito;  ^'D,'' 
a  schedule  of  minerals  illustrative  of  the  mineralogical  and  geological 
character  of  the  country  traversed;  <^E,"  a  table  of  geographical  posiUon&; 
and  ^<F,"  a  table  of  astronomical  observations,  with  the  results  of  cal- 
culation. 

I  also  submit  a  number  of  sketches  illustrative  of  the  personal,  natural^ 
and  artificial  objects  met  with  on  the  route,  including  portraits  of  dis- 
tinguished chiefs,  costume,  scenery,  singular  geological  fonnations,  petri- 
fiictions,  ruins,  and  fac  similf^s  of  ancient  iuscriptions  found  engraven  on 
the  side  walls  of  a  rock  of  stupendous  proportions,  and  of  fair  surface. 
For  these  truthful  delineations,  and  the  topographical  sketches,  I  am  in- 
debted to  my  two  assistants,  Messrs.  R,  H.  Kern  and  E.  M.  Kern,  brothers — 
the  former  having  furnished,  with  few  exceptions,  all  the  sketches  of 
scenery,  &c.,  and  the  latter  the  topography  and  other  artistical  work  dis- 
played upon  the  map.  To  both  ttiese  gentlemen  I  tender  my  gratefiU 
acknowledgments  for  the  kind,  zealous,  and  effective  manner  in  which 
Ihey  ever  were  found  ready  to  co-operate  with  me  in  the  discharge  of  my 
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dades;  aod  I  o\ire  it  to  them  also  to  state  that,  having  left  Washington 
the  spring  previous,  with  orders  to  return  from  Santa  Fe  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable after  my  exploration  of  the  Fort  Smith  route,  1  consequently  came 
hither  unorovided  with  the  proper  appliances  necessary  for  the  most  suc- 
cessful exnibition  of  their  skill  and  labor.  This  circumstance  will  ex[dain 
the  unfit  character,  in  many  instances,  of  the  paper  on  which  the  sketches 
have  been  drawn,  and  which  it  required,  even  such  as  it  is,  the  ransack- 
ing of  almost  every  store  in  the  place  to  sufficiently  supply.  But  these 
gentlemen  had  learned  what  a  practical  acquaintance  with  life,  in  its  more 
destitute  forms,  will  always  develop — a  ready  resort  to,  and  application 
of,  expedients ;  and  this  readiness  was  not  without  its  Value,  under  the 
destitution  referred  to. 

I  also  submit  an  herbarium  of  plants,  which  I  think  will  not  be  without 
iatoest,  in  its  relation  to  the  botanical  character  of  the  country  passed 
thiough.  For  this  collection  I  am  indebted,  upon  my  solicitation,  to  As- 
sistant Surgeon  John  P.  Hammond,  who  is  entitled  to  all  the  credit  for 
the  zeal,  industry,  and  labor  which  this  department  of  research  exhibits. 

I  also  forward  a  box  of  minerals,  the  latter  marked  correspondingly  with 
the  numbers  to  be  found  on  the  margin  of  the  schedule  already  referred 
to,  as  designated  ^^  D"  in  the  appendix.  A  duplicate  of  the  schedule  will 
also  be  found  in  the  box  containing  the  minerals.  These  specimens,  1 
trust,  will  not  be  without  their  value  to  the  critical  eye  of  a  competent 
mineralogist  and  geologist,  to  whom  I  would  be  glad  to  have  them  referred. 
I  would  also  respectfully  request  that  a  reference  be  made  of  the 
plants  to  an  accomplished  botanist,  for  his  judgment  and  expression  as. to 
their  true  character,  novelty,  &c.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that,  in 
the  absence  of  a^arometer,  or  other  proper  instrument  to  determine  the 
atmospheric  elevation  of  the  localities  of  the  plants,  their  normal  condi- 
tion in  respcK^t  to  climate  can  only  be  approximately  arrived  at,  under  the 
hyporhetical  elevation  assumed.  The  same  want  of  precision,  however, 
does  not  exist  in  respect  to  the  position  of  their  localities  in  reference  to 
the  eath's  siirface,  it  being  stated  absolutely  in  latitude  and  longitude. 

The  comparative  vocabulary  of  the  languages  of  the  different  Peublo 
bdians  in  New  Mexico,  and  of  the  wild  tribes  inhabiting  its  confines^ 
although  by  no  means  complete,  will  not,  I  trust,  be  without  its  value  in 
the  investigations  that  are  being  made  in  our  country  in  regard  to  the 
ethnological  condition  of  the  various  tribes  which  inhabit  our  domain.  I 
diink,  among  inferences  which  may  be  drawn,  the  singular,  and  as  I  be- 
lieve the  hitlierto  unknown,  certainly  uiipublished,  fact  is  evolved,  that, 
among  the  10,000  (estimated)  Peublo  Indians  who  inhabit  New  Mexico, 
as  many  as  six  distinct  dialects  obtain,  no  one  showing  anything  more 
than  the  faintest,  if  any,  indications  of  a  cognate  origin  with  the  other* 
The  vocabulary  as  distinctly  shows  the  kindred  character  of  the  lauguagea 
of  the  Navajos  and  of  the  Ticorillas  branch  of  the  Apache.* 

*Gxt^<,  ID  his  -'Conimeroe  oftbe  Prairie*/'  vol.  1,  p.  369,  says:  **  There  are  but  three  or  four 
^ifietent  languai^ea  epiken  amon<;  ihem,  (he  is  speaking  of  Uie  Peubloa  of  New  Mexico,)  and  ' 
these,  ind«cd,  may  be  disUnetty  allied  to  ehch  olher.^' 

Tbe  E^lieb  au«iior  Ruxton,in  hia  **  Mexicoand  the  Rocky  Moantains,'^ pase  194,  remarks: 
*Thc  Kdian*  of  norihero  Mexico,  including  the  Peubloa,  belong  to  ihesame  family—ihe  Apache; 
kum  which  branch  the  iXavajoti,  Apaches,  Coyotero^,  Mencdleros,  Mogeri^i,  YuOipiHs,  Ma- 
aecovstf,  Chcrecaquis,  CheiMerabaSi  yurroarjaia,  (the  lasi  two  tribes  of  the  Moqiii,)  and  the 
|iij«ffas,  a  small  tribe  on  the  Uila.  All  these  speak  dialects  of  the  same  language,  tuote  ur  less 
■ppioxinuuii  g  to  the  Apache,  and  of  all  of  which  Uie  idiomatic  siruciure  is  the  same.    They 
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In  regard  to  the  geographical  pr)8ition$  enuroetated  fti  appendix  ^'E/' 
which  I  determined  in  every  instance"  by  a  series  of  astroiiomical  observa- 
tions, I  do  not  claim  for  them  that  rigid  approximation  to  the  truth  which 
a  nice  regard  to  the  thermometrical  and  barometrical  condition  of  the  atmo- 
'  sphere^  iri  the  possession  of  the  proper  instruments,  would  have  enabled 
me  to  arrive  at ;  but  I  do  claim  tor  them,  as  they  were  in  every  instance 
referred  chronometrically  to  the  meridian  of  Santa  Pe,  and  not  to  each 
other,  and  thus  an  accumulating  error  avoided,  a  degree  of  accuracy  suf- 
ficiently high  to  subserve  aU  the  practical  purposes  for  which  the  survey 
was  made. 

In  regard  to  the  map,  it  has  been  my  aim  to  present  on  its  face  all  the 
data  necessary  fot  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  country  through  which 
our  route  lay;  and  I  think,  with  the  information  given  hi  the  table  and 
note,  no  expedition  can  hereafter  go  over  the  same  ground  without  being 
enabled  to  so  prearrange  its  march  as  to  make  its  progress  comfortable 
and  succeissfut. 

I  cannot  dismiss  this  introduction  to  my  jdumal  without  acknowledg- 
;ihg,  as  I  tidw  do,  the  important  aid  which  I  have  received  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  my  researches  from  the  following-named  gentlemen,  who  have 
assisted  me  in  various  ways,  but  chiefly  by  kindly  interpreting  for  me, 
Svhich  their  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  enabled  Wiem  to  do,  whenever  I 
found  it  necessary  to  call  updn  them :  Ohief  Justice  Joab  Houghtonj 
Senor  Vigil,  secretary  oi  the  province;  Mr.  SaiAuel  Ellison,  official  trans- 
lator in  the  State  Department;  Mr.  James  L.  Colhns,  official  interpreter  to 
Colonel  Washington  on  the  expedition;  Assistant  Surgeons  Lewis  A.  Ed- 
wards, Horace  R.  Wirtz,  and  Johii  P.  Hammond,  of  the  army;  and  Cap- 
tain Henry  L. '  Dodge  and  Lieutenant  Lorenzo  Torefl|  of  the  Mexican 
volunteers. 

I  must  also  express  my  acknowledgments  to  Brevet  Major  Henry  L. 
Kendrick,  who  daily  furnished  me  with  the  distances  from  camp  to  camp 
indicated  by  the  viameter  which  was  attached  to  a  wheel  of  one  of  his 
gun-carriages. 

To  the  Topographical  Department  1  must  also"  express  rhy  obligations 
'for  the  opportune  receipt  of  the  work  entitled  "  A  collection  of  tables  and 
formulas  useful  in  geodesy  and  practical  astronomy,  by  Captain  Thomas 
I.  Ltee,"  of  the  corps,  and  which  forms  **  No.  3"  of  the  "  proers  relating 
to  the  duties  of  the  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers.*'  This  wbrk  I 
found  exceedingly  useful  in  the  soltitlon  of  the  astrotiomicol  problems  and 
^odetic  operations  incidental  to  niy  duties  ;  and,  containing,  as  it  does, 
fntdium  inparvo,  and  that  in  a  cbmjprehensive  as  well  as  succinct  form, 
I  'cannot  but  regard  it,  on  account  or  the  &cilities  which  it  ^affords  for  dto 
prompt  and  scientific  solution  of  the  astronomical  smd  geodetic  questions 

likewise  all  underatahd  each  other's  tongue.  'What  relation  this  language  bearsto  (he'Mexican, 
is  unknown,  bat  my  impression  is,  that  it  win  be  (bund  to  BBsimilate  greaiTy,  jf  not  to  be  ideotieal.** 
This  iweeping  declaration  of  Ruxton,  grossly  erroneous  at  it  is,  shows  with  what  asaid^ibaf 
care  travellers  who  profess  to  give  to  the  public  &cis  as  they  find  them  should  distinguish  be- 
tween what  tbey  have  derived  second-hand,  and  which  is,  therefore,  to  be  taken  with  proper 
distrusi,  and  that  which  they  have  obtained  directly  at  the  fountain-head,  which  is  alone  to  bs 
received  as  philosophically  saiisfactory.  1  am  the  more  surprised  at  (ho  remarks  of  this  author, 
as,  from  the  litle-page  of  his  work,  1  notice  that  he,  at  the  time  he  wasmakmghis  iovesiigatioitfi 
was  a  member  of  an  ^*  eihnotogical  society.** 
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to  which  our  duties  are  constantly  giving  rise^  as  a  most  valuable  eontri- 
bation  10  the  corps. 

J.  H.  SIMPSON, 
First  Lima.  Corps  Thp.  Eng. 
Colonel  John  J.  Abert, 

Grief  Corps  of  Top.  Engineers,  Washington,  D:  C. 


JOURNAL. 

Santa  Fh,  New  Mexico,  August  14,  1849.— To  ^y  the  IblloVring 
^dera  were  issued  from  headquarters: 

IOeDBBS  No.  32.]  HSADQtrAltTliRS  9th  MiLITART  DfiPARTMeNT, 

Santa  Fe,  Nm  Mexico,  August  14,  1849. 

I.  The  colonel  commanding  intending  to  make  a  movement  against 
iflie  Navajo  Indians,  the  following  troops  will  rendezvous  at  Jemez,  sub- 
ject to  further  orders: 

Poor  companies  of  the  3d  infahtrjr,  under  the  command  of  Brevet 
Lieutenant  Coloner  Alexander,  3d  in&ntry;  two  companies  of  the  3d 
irtiUery,  tirider  command  of  Brevet  Major  Kendrick,  3a  artillery;  Cap- 
lain  Ker's  company,  (K,) 3d  dragoons;  and  Captain  Chapman's  mounted 
eompany  of  volunteers. 

The  in&nftry  aiid  artillery  commands  will  move  from  Santa  Fe  on  the 
morning  of  the  16th  iostant;  and  Captains  Eer  and  Chapman  will  mote 
with  their  companies  and  be  at  Jemez  on  the  19th  instant.  The  artillery 
oommatid  will  take  one  six-pounder  gun  and  three  mountain  howitzers,  in 
addition  to  their  other  guns. 

II.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  provide  pack  mules  and  packs 
'fcr  the  transportation  of  the  necessarv  baggage  of  the  command,  and  for 
flirty  days'  rations  for  five  hundred  men;  and  the  commissary  depart- 
ment will  furnish  the  necessary  subsistence  stores. 

III.  Lieutenant  Simpson,  Topographical  Engineers,  will  accompany  (he 
expedition,  making  such  a  survey  of  the  country  as  the  movements  of 
the  troops  will  permit. 

IV.  Assistant  Surgeon  Hammond  will  leave  the  general  hospital  m 
charge  of  a  citizen  physician^  until  the  return  of  Assistant  Surgeon 
Edwards/ and  '^oceed  with  the  command  on  the  16th  instant. 

By  order  of  lieutenant  Colonel  Washington: 

JOHN  H.  DIOEERSON, 

Lieutenant,  dnd  A.  A,  A.  Genieral. 

In  consequence  of  said  orders,  all  the  departments  of  the  service  are 
Imsily  engaged  in  preparing  for  the  contemplated  movement. 

Santa  Fe^  August  15. — To  day,  in  consequence  of  information  having 
leached  headquarters  of  the  concentration  of  the  Utahs  near  Albiquin^ 
orders  No.  33  have  been  so  far  modified  that  Captain  Ker's  company  of 
dragoons,  now  stationed  at  Albuquerque,  and  Captain  Chapman's  com* 
|iany  of  mounted  volunteers,  now  stationed  at  the  Placer,  instead  of 
moving  on  Jemez,  are  to  proceed  to  Albiquin,  and,  in  conjunction  with 
Major  Giier'a  company  of  dragoons  and  Captain  Yaldez's  company  of 
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mounted  volunteers,  the  whole  under  the  command  of  Brevet  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Beall,  effect,  if  possible,  a  peace  with  the  Utahs  in  that  quarts, 
or,  failing  in  this,  prosecute  a  war  against  them.  Effecting  a  peace, 
Captains  Ker  and  Chapman,  with  their  companies,  are  to  join  the  main 
command  under  Colonel  Washington  at  Chelly.  Not  accomplishing  a  peace 
amicably,  or  by  force  of  arms,  Colonel  Washington  will,  after  accom- 
plishing his  objects  with  the  Navajos,  join  the  troops  in  the  Utah  country. 

First  camp  J  Atigtisi  16. — The  preparations  being  in  a  sufficient  state  of 
forwardness,  the  portion  of  the  troops  referred  to  in  orders  No.  32  stationed  at 
Santa  Pe  took  up  the  line  of  march  this  morning,  their  destination  being 
Jemez,  via  Santo  Domingo.  These  troops  consist  of  two  companies  of 
the  2d  artHlery,  ("B,"  commanded  by  Brevet  Major  John  J,  Peck;  ^^D,*' 
by  2d  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Nones;  the  battalion  by  Brevet  Major  H.  U 
Kendrick,)  and  four  companies  of  the  3rd  Infantry,  (^*D,"  commanded  bv 
Brevet  Captain  George  Sykes;  "P,"  by  2d  Lieutenant  C.  B.  Brown;  "G,^* 
bv  2d  Lieutenant  Andrew  Jackson;  and  ^*H,''  by  first  Lieutenant  A.  J. 
Williamson;  the  battalion  by  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  E.  B.  Alex- 
ander)— ihe  whole  aggregating  (fifty-five  of  artillery,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  of  infantry)  an  effective  force  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
men,  under  ihe  command  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  M.  Wash- 
ington, 3d  artillery,  commandant  of  the  6th  military  department,  and 
fovernor  of  New  Mexico.  The  officers  of  the  staff  are  1st  Lieutenant 
.  H.  Simpson,  Corp  Topographical  Engineers;  Brevet  1st  Lieutenant 
James  N.  Ward,  3d  infantry,  acting  assistant  quartermaster  and  com- 
missary; 2d  Lieutenant  John  H.  Dickerson,  1st  artillery,  acting  assistant 
adjutant  general;  and  As&istant  Surgeon  J.  H.  Hammond.  Lieutenaat 
Simpson  has  with  him,  to  assist  him  in  his  duties,' Mr.  Edward  M.  Kern, 
of  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Thomas  A.  P.  Champlin,of  Buffalo.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  officers  mentioned,  James  S.  Calhoun,  esq.,  of  Georgia,  Indian 
agent,  goes  out  with  a  small  party  of  assistants  to  efft^ct,  in  connexion 
with  the  colonel  commanding,  a  proper  treaty  with  the  Navajos;  and  Mr. 
James  L.  Collins  accompanies  Colonel  Washington,  as  Spanish  interpreter.. 

Wagon  transportation  is  furnished  to  the  troops  as  far  as  Jemez,  and  theu 
pack  animals  are  to  he  resorted  to. 

The  road  taken  by  the  artillery  (see  accompanying  map,  the  red  dotted 
line  indicating  the  route  pursued  by  the  troops)  was  the  usual  one  to 
Santo  Domingo,  via  Agua  Fria,  (a  small  collection  of  ranchos — farm^ 
six  miles  from  Santa  Fe,)  and  thence  along  the  Rio  de  Santa  Fe,  on  its 
east  side,  to  Sieneguilla,  a  distance  of  16.02  miles,  where  they  encamped. 
The  general  course  was  east  of  south. 

The  infantry  and  ray  own  party,  having  taken  a  more  eastern  route- 
that  usually  travelled  by  wagons  to  Algadones— after  having  marched 
about  the  same  distance,  sixteen  miles,  are  encamped  two  miles  to  the 
east  of  the  artillery,  on  a  small  tributaiy  of  the  Rio  de  Santa  Fe. 

The  face  of  the  country  to-day  has  been  generally  level— a  few  arroyoi 
(dry  beds  of  streams)  intersecting  it  at  intervals,  and  the  famous  Placer  or 
Gold  mountain,  and  the  Sandia  mountain,  with  some  intermediate  coni- 
cal mounds,  forming,  to  our  front,  the  chief  features  of  the  landscape, 
(See  plaie  I.)  Saving  a  very  narrow  and  interrupted  margin  bordering 
the  Kio  de  Santa  Fe  between  Agua  Fr'a  and  Santa  Fe,  and  which 
was  cultivated  in  corn,  the  country  has  exhibited  one  extended  barren 
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vaste,  with  nought  to  diversify  it  but  a  few  dwarf  or  bush  cedars,  sparsely- 
scattered. 

At  Sieneguilla — a  village  composed  of  one  Roman  Catholic  church  and 
a  few  scattered  ranchos — good  grass  and  water  are  found,  and  sufficient 
fbel. 

At  this  place,  Captain  Ker,  with  his  command,  has  also  encamped,  on 
his  way  to  Albiquin.  It  was  the  intention  of  Colonel  Washington,  after 
reaching  Santo  Domineo,  to  make  a  night  march  upon  the  Ucahs  about 
I  Albiquin,  and  thus,  emcting  a  junction  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Beall's 
command ,  strike  the  enemy  a  blow  when  he  might  be  least  expecting  it;  but 
Captain  Ker's  force  being  unexpectedly  in  advance  of  such  a  movement, 
it  is  abandoned. 

Second  camp y  August  17. — The  infantry,  as  also  my  own  party,  joined 
the  artillery,  in  the  canon  of  the  Rio  de  Santa  Pe,  iust  after  the  latter  had 
left  their  camp.  The  general  course  to  day  was  slightly  south  of  west, 
the  road  threading  the  cafton*  of  the  Rio  de  Santa  F^  to  its  mouth,  a  dis- 
tance of  six  miles;  thence  across  the  valley  of  the  margin  of  the  Rio 
Grande  del  Norte,  seven  rhiles,  to  the  Pueblo  de  Santo  Vomingo;  and 
thence  by  ford  across  the  Rio  Grande  to  our  camping-ground,  directly  op- 
posite Santo  Domingo — the  whole  march  having  been  14.85  miles. 
Through  the  caflon,  the  road,  on  account  of  rocks  and  boulders,  and  for  a 
mile  and  a  half  before  reaching  Santo  Domingo,  on  account  of  sand  hills, 
is  rough;  the  remaining  portion  is  level  and  good. 

The  canon  of  the  Rio  de  Santa  Pe  is  quite  interesting.  Varying  in 
depth  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  the  Rio  de  Santa 
Fe  trickling  through  it,  its  mfisa  (table)  heights  on  either  side  are  crowned 
by  overlying  basaltic  trap.  This  trap  shows  eminently,  in  particular  lo- 
calities, the  blackening,  scoriaceous  effect  of  fire;  and  in  some  places  is  to 
be  seen  underlying  it  an  earthy  formation  of  an  a5?hy  character,  and  in 
others  a  reddish  porphyritic  rock  in  beds  slightly  dipping  towards  the 
east.  At  the  mouth  of  the  canon,  on  its  north  side,  is  a  well-defined  ash- 
oolored  formation  of  an  argillo-silicious  character,  dispersed  in  layers,  and 
presenting,  with  striking  and  pleasing  effect,  (he  appearance  of  the  facade 
of  a  highly-finished  piece  of  Grecian  architecture.  This  object  cannot  fail 
10  attract  the  notice  of  the  traveller. 

Debouching  firom  the  caiion,  an  extended  plain— upon  which  I  saw 
some  fifty  he^  of  cattle  grazing — stretches  westward  about  six  miles  to 
the  Bio  Grande;  the  Jemez  mountains  appear  on  the  further  side  of  the 
ritrer,  quartering  to  your  light;  an  extended  mesa  shows  itself  also  beyond 
the  river  to  your  front;  and  tlie  Sandia  mountain  lifts  itself  high  and  sub- 
lime to  your  left.  Not  a  tree  is  to  be  seen  until  you  can  look  down  upon 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  then  the  cottonwood  is  noticed  sparsely  skirting  its 
banks*  The  bed  of  the  Rio  Galisteo,  which  we  crossed  just  before  enter- 
ing Santo  Domingo,  indicated  only  here  and  there  that  it  was  even  moist- 
ened with  water. 

Santo  Domingo,  which  lies  direcdy  on  the  Rio  Grande,  is  a  pueblo  or  In- 
dian town,  containing  about  eight  hundred  inhabitants.  It  is  laid  out  in 
streets  running  perpendicularly  to  the  Rio  Grande.  The  houses  are  con- 
structed of  adobes^  (olock's  of  mud,  of  greater  or  less  dimensions,  sun-dried;) 

*  The  wofd  caflon  ia  moat  genarally  applied  to  a  deep  and  narrow  valley,  endoaed  on  either 
ade  by  eaearpnenta.    It aometimea,  however, meana a ahallow  valley. 
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are  two  stories  in  height^  the  upper  one  set  retreatii^ly  on  the  lower^  so  as 
to  make  the  superior  covering  or  ceiling  of  the  lower  answer  for  a  ferrace  or 
platform  for  the  upper;  and  have  roo&  which  are  nearly  flat.   These  roofs 
are  made  first  of  transverse  logs^  which  pitch  very  slightly  outward^  andt 
are  sustained  at  their  ends  bjr  the  side  walls  of  the  building;  on  these^  a 
layer  of  slabs  or  brush  are  laid  longitudinally;  a  layer  of  bark  or  straw  is 
then  laid  on  these;  and  covering  the  whole  is  a  layer  of  mud  of  six  ox, 
more  inches  in  thickness.    The  height  of  the  stories  is  about  eight  or 
nine  feet.    The  lower  stories  have  very  small  windows,  and  no  doors }, 
die  lights  of  the  windows^  wherever  there  were  any^  being  of  selenite— 
the  crystallized  foliated  form  of  gjrpsum.  The  mode  of  access  to  the  building, 
is  by  exterior  ladders^  which  may  be  seen  leaning  against  every  house. 
In  the  west  end  of  the  town  is  an  estuffiiy  or  public  building. in  which 
the  people  hold  their  religious  and  poUtical  meetings.    The  structure^ 
which  is  built  of  adobes,  is  circular  in  plan^  about  nine  feet  in  elevation,  and 
thirty-five  feet  in  diameter,  and^  with  no  doors  or  windows  laterally^  has  a 
small  tiap-door  in  the  terrace  or  flat  roof  by  which  admission  is  gained. 
Direcdy  below  the  opening,  and  detached  from  the  wall,  is  a  fire-place^ 
in  plan  thus. 


its  height  being  about  three  feet— the  opening  referred  to  serving  as  a 
vent  to  the  smoke. 

The  men,  I  notice,  wear  generally  nothing  but  a  shirt  and  a  breech -cloth; 
the  women,  a  dark-colored  blanket,  covering  one  shoulder,  and  drawn  un» 
der  thedther,  a  girdle  confining  the  blanket  about  the  waist,  and  the  anns 
being  lefl  free  and  bare.  This  appears  to  be  their  ordiTUxry  summer  dress* 
The  children  run  naked. 

At  the  house  of  the  governor,  I  noticed  a  woman,  probably  his  wife,  go- 
ing through  the  process  of  baking  a  very  thin  spieces  of  corn  cake,  called^ 
according  to  Oregg,  guayave.  She  was  hovering  over  a  fire,  upon  which 
lay  a  flat  stone.  Near  her  was  a  bowl  of  thin  corn  paste,  into  which  she 
thrust  her  fingers;  allowing  then  the.  paste  to  drip  sparingly  upon  the 
stone,  with  two  or  three  wipes  from  the  palm  of  her  hand  she  would  ■ 
spread  it  entirely  and  uniformly  over  the  stone;  this  was  no  sooner 
done  than  she  pealed  it  off,  as  fit  for  use;  and  the  process  was  again  and 
again  repeated,  until  a  sufficient  quantity  was  obtained^-the  necessarily 
rapid  character  of  the  process  causing  the  perspiration  to  roll  from  her 
&ce  in  streams.  The  woman,  noticing  the  interest  I  took  in  the  operation^ 
handed  me  a  sheet  of  the  food  to  eat.  Like  the  Mexican  tortilla,  al- 
though I  was  excessively  hungry,  it  did  not  fiail  to  leave  at  the  stomach 
a  slight  sensation  of  nausea.  When  folded  and  rolled  together,  it  does 
not  look  unlike  (particularly  that  made  from  the  blue  com)  a  ^'hornet's 
nest" — a  name  by  which  it  is  sometimes  called. 

The  Rio  Grande,  at  the  ford,  is  about  three  hundred  yards  wide, is  be- 
tween tliree  and  four  feet  deep,  and  is  full  of  bars*  Its  bottom,  in  spots, 
is  of  quicksand  character — ^two  of  the  wagons  stalling  on  this  account. 
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The  soil  to  day >  excepting  a  very  limited  aiea  upon  th^i  Hio  Santa  Fe, 
at  Sienegoilla^  and  for  a  breadth  of  about  a  mile  along  the  Rio  Grande,  is 
probably  worthless  for  cultivation,  and  of  but  very  slight,  if  of  any,  value 
for  grazing  pu]:poses.  i 

Oor  camping-ground)  which  is  near  some  cemfields,  is  a  fine  one — ^the 
Rio  Grande,  besides  fumishiog  us  with  water  to  drink,  affording  us  a  re- 
freshing bath;  and  the  grass  in  the  vicinity  being  good,  and  wood  suffix 
ciently  near. 

A  series  of  astronomical  observations  make  the  latitude  of  this  caitip 
35<>  30'  56^';  its  longitude,  106°  2^  45". 

TTiird  campf  Jemezy  August  18.— Not  being  able  last  evening,  on  ac- 
count of  the  strong  wind,  to  get  satis&ctory  astronomical  observations,  I 
obtained  some  this  morning,  before  daylight. 

Our  route  to-day,  to  Jemez,  a  distance  of  26.60  miles,  was  generally 
in  a  northwesterly  direction,  and,  besides  being  exceedingly  heavy  on 
account  of  sand,  and  rough  and  uneven  on  account  of  sand  hills  and 
arroyosj  did  not  furnish  us  a  drop  of  water  throughout  its  whole  extent. 

For  the  first  nine  miles,  it  was  up  a  heavy  sandy  array Oy  at  the  fourth 
mile  of  which  there  was  a  short  steep  hill  to  ascend,  and  at  the  ninth  a , 
rather  long  and  steep  one — which  surmounted,  brought  us  td  apiece  of  ta- 
ble land  of  about  three  miles  in  breadth,  whence  could  be  seen,  al« 
most  due  west,  about  thirty  five  miles  ofi",  the  remarkable  peak  called 
Cerrtrde  la  Cabezn.  This  table  land  traversed,  we  reached  the  brow  of. 
the  valley  of  the  Rio  de  Jemez,  whence,  looking  down  upon  and  across 
the  valley,  a  confused  mass  of  sedimentary  hills  and  mesa  heights  ap* 
peared  to  sight— the  escarpment  walls  of  the  mesa  being  generally  of^a 
well-defined  stratified  character,  and  of  sensible  dip  towaids  the  south. 
To  our  right,  and  on  our  side  of  the  Rio  de  Jemez,  were  misa  heights, 
crowned  with  basaltic  trap,  apparantly  fifty  feet  thick.  From  the  brow  of 
the  valley  down  to  the  Rio  de  Jemez,  the  road  is  very  heavy  and  rough, 
on  account  of  sand  hills  and  arroyos. 

Four  miles  from  our  last  camp,  I  noticed  on  the  route  an  outcrop  of 
silicious  limestone,  containing,  spaiselv,  some  particles  of  felspar.  Near 
this  spot,  observing  a  plateau  or  mksa  n*om  two  hundred  to  three  hundred , 
feet  high,  which  promised  a  fine  view  of  the  country  we  had  been  tra- 
versing, I  ascended  it,  to  scan  the  landscape.  As  I  anticipated,  a  noble . 
view  extended  itself  before  me.  There  lay,  far  oflf  towards  the  northeast, 
the  Santa  Fe  mountains;  to  the  southeast,  the  Placer  mountain  and  Sandia 
mountain ;  intervening  between  them,  and  just  discoverable,  lying  beyond 
the  gleaming  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  the  litde  town  of  Santo  Domingo; 
to  the  north  and  northwest,  i^etching  &r  away,  were  the  Jemez  moun- 
tains; to  the  south,  rnksa  formations,  crowned  with  basaltic  trap; and  every- 
wheie  else,  sparsely  scattered  over  mountain  and  plain,  the  dwarf  cedar. 

The  Pueblo  of  Jemez,  as  its  prefix  indicates,  is  "^n  Indian  town  of  prob- 
ably between  four  and  five  hundred  inhabitants,  and,  like  the  Pueblo 
of  Santo  Domingo,  is  built  upon  two  or  three  parallel  streets,  the  houses 
being  of  adobe  construction,  and  having  second  stories  disposed  retreat- , 
iogly  on  the  first,  to  which  access  is  had  by  ladders.  I  notice  here,  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  village,  the  usual  accompaniment  of  Mexican  and 
pueblo  towns,  the  ragged-looking  picketed  goat  enclosure— it  giving  to  the 
sabarbs  an  unsightly  appearance.  About  the  premises  are  probably  a 
dozen  of  acres  covered  with  apricot  and  peach  trees.  An  iniantry  corn- 
Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


[64]  64 

pany  of  Mexican  volunteers,  under  command  of  Captain  Henry  L.  Dodge, 
IS  stationed  at  this  place.  A  sketch  of  the  pueblo  and  some  curious- 
shaped  sandstone  hills  in  the  vicinity  is  given  m  plate  4. 

The  Rio  de  Jemez,  upon  which  the  pueblo  lies,  is  an  affluent  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  varies  from  thirty  to  fifty  feet  in  breadth,  is  of  a  rapid  current, 
abd  tends  southwardly.  Its  bed  is  a  commixture  of  red  sand  and  gravel. 
Patches  of  good  corn  and  wheat  skirt  it  here  and  there  along  its  banks; 
and  the  extent  of  cultivable  land  bordering  it  may  be  estimated  at  about  a 
mile  in  breadth.  Its  waters  are  palatable;  good  grass  is  found  along  it, 
and  wood  exists  in  the  vicinity.  Our  encatpping-ground,  which  is  just 
to  the  north  of  the  town,  has,  therefore,  all  the  requisites  to  make  it  a 
good  one. 

The  soil  along  the  route  to-day,  excepting  the  narrow  margin  along  the 
Rio  de  Jemez  already  mentioned,  is  utterly  worthless  for  cultivation. 

The  latitude  of  this  camp,  by  astronomical  observation,  is  35*^  36'  7"; 
itslongitude,  106O51'15". 

Third  camp,  Jemez,  August  19. — ^The  wagon  attached  to  headquarters 
breaking  down  yesterday,  on  account  of  the  rough  state  of  the  road ,  it  did 
not  reach  us  early  enough  in  the  evening  to  have  our  tents  pitched.  The 
consequence  was,  that  the  colonel  commanding  and  his  staff  bivouacked 
for  the  night — a  change  which  we  found  quite  agreeable. 

The  troops  will  remain  here  for  a  day  ot  two,  until  the  assistant  quar- 
termaster, Captain  Brent,  can  perfect  his  arrangements  for  a  change  from 
wagon  to  pack-mule  transportation,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
time  for  the  concentration  of  the  Pueblo  and  Mexican  force,  which  is  to 
join  us  at  this  point. 

•  This  afternoon,  a  dance — called,  in  the  language  of  the  Jemez  Indians, 
tiOU-pel'lay,  or  the  green-corn  dance — having  been  reported  as  beingabout 
to  be  enacted  in  the  village,  several  persons  from  camp,  (among  them  my 
assistant,  Mr.  E.  M  Kern,  from  whom  I  get  my  information,)  went  down 
♦to  witness  it.  In  order  the  better  to  see  the  performance,  they  took  a  posi- 
tion on  one  of  the  houses  in  the  principal  streets.  (See  plate  No.  6.) 
When  the  performers  first  appeared,  all  of  whom  were  men,  they  came 
in  a  line,  slowly  walking,  ana  tending  and  stooping  as  they  approached. 
They  were  dressed  in  a  kirt  of  blanket,  the  upper  portion  of  their  bodies  being 
naked,  and  painted  dark  red.  Their  legs  and  arms,  which  were  also  bare, 
were  variously  striped  with  red,  white,  and  blue  colors;  and  around  their 
arms,  above  the  elbow,  they  wore  a  green  band,  decked  with  sprigs  of 
piUon,  A  necklace  of  the  same  description  was  worn  around  the  neck. 
Their  heads  were  decorated  with  feathers.  Jn  one  hand  they  carried  a 
dry  gourd,  containing  some  grains  of  corn,  with  which  they  produced  a 
Rattling  kind  of  music;  in  the  other,  a  string,  from  which  were  hung  sev- 
eral tortillas.  At  the  knee  were  fastened  small  shells  of  the  ground  tur- 
tle and  antelope's  feet;  and  dangling  from  the  back,  at  the  waist,  depended 
a  fox  skin.  The  musicians  were  habited  in  the  common  costume  of  the 
village,  and  made  their  music  in  a  sitting  posture.  Their  instruments 
consisted,  each,  of  half  a  gourd,  placed  before  them,  with  the  convex  side 
up;  upjon  this  thev  placed,  with  the  left  hand,  a  smooth  stick,  and  with 
their  right  drew  wrward  and  backwards  upon  it,  in  a  sawing  manner,  a 
notched  one.  This  produced  a  sound  much  like  that  of  grinding  com 
upon  a  matate,  (a  slightly  concave  stone.) 
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The  movements  in  the  dance  differed  but  slightly  from  those  of  Indians 
generally. 

The  party  were  accompanied  by  three  elders  of  the  town,  whose  busi- 
h  was  to  make  a  short  speech  iu  front  of  the  different  houses,  and,  at  par- 
ticular times,  join  in  the  singing  of  the  rest  of  the  party.  Thus  they 
went  from  house  to  house  singing  and  dancing,  the  occupants  of  each 
awaiting  their  arrival  in  front  of  their  respective  dwellings. 

My  second  assistant,  Mr.  R.  H.  Kern,  brother  to  my  first  assistant^ 
Mr.  E.  M  Kern,  joined  me,  from  Taos,  this  afternoon. 

Third  campy  Jemez,  August  20.— During  the  past  night,  wehadaa 
onusually  heavy  rain,  attended  with  sharp  thunder  and  lightning. 

This  morning,  after  breakfast.  Major  Kendrick,  Assistant  Surgeons  Ed* 
wards  and  Hammond,  Mn  E.  M.  Kern,  and  myself  left  camp  for  Los  U/09 
GalietUeSj  (the  Hot  springs,)  said  to  be  twelve  miles  above,  in  the  valley 
of  the  Rio  de  Jemez.  The  lieutenant  governor  of  Jemez  accompanied  \x^ 
as  guide.  Our  course,  which  lay  directly  up  the  valley  called  the  Canon 
of  San  Diego,  was  slighdy  east  of  north.  Soon  after  leaving  camp,  we 
passed  some  red-colored  argillaceous  rocks,  well  stratified,  the  dip  of  strati 
fication  on  either  side  being  anticlinal,  and  the  gorge  which  we  threaded 
being  coincident  with  the  line  of  strike.  An  upheave,  therefore,  must, 
in  all  probability,  have  taken  place,  the  resulting  force  of  which  was 
doubtless  normal  to  the  line  01  strike.  A  sinking  of  the  two  series  of 
sCiatificalion  at  the  foot  of  their  respective  slopes  could  indeed  have  caused 
the  like  effect;  but,  the  first  mode  of  accounting  for  the  phenomenon  being 
the  simplest,  it  is  most  reasonable  to  suppose  it  to  have  occurred. 

Two  miles  from  camp,  we  came  to  a  Mexican  settlement,  which  con- 
tinued sparsely  Scattered  along  the  river  for  about  five  miles.  The  most 
poiHilous  portion  of  it,  called  CafioiicitOy  we  found  to  be  about  three 
miles  from  camp,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cajian  de  Gttadalupe.  Here  I 
saw,  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  village,  a  small  gray  wolf  shying  o^ 
very  reluctantly  from  us. 

For  a  distance  of  six  or  seven  miles,  the  bottom  of  the  Cafion  de  San 
Diego  is  pretty  well  cultivated— corn,  wheat,  and  peppers  being  the  chief 
product  of  the  soil:  the  corn,  which  looked  well,  greatly  predominated. 

Beyond  the  settlements,  the  ruins  of  old  (idobe  buildings  were  ever  and 
anon  to  be  seen,  which,  according  to  our  guide,  were  once  inhabited  by 
Mexicans,  who  had  deserted  them  from  fear  of  the  Navajos. 

Nine  miles  up  the  canon  we  found  an  old  copper-smelting  furnace, 
which  looked  as  if  it  had  been  abandoned  for  some  considerable  period. 
It  is  quite  small,  is  built  of  stone,  and  has  arched  ovens  traversing  each 
other  at  right  angles,  each  oven  being  furnished  with  a  stone  grating. 
We  picked  up  some  fragments  of  copper  ore  (probably  green  malachite) 
which  lay  scattered  around. 

Twelve  miles  from  Jemez,  we  came  to  Los  Ojos  Calientes.  Here^ 
desiring  to  make  some  examinations,  and  it  being  our  purpose  to  regale 
ourselves  with  the  eatables  we  had  brought  with  us,  we  unsaddled  aur 
horses  and  turned  them  loose  to  graze. 

On  examination,  we  found  the  springs  to  be  situated  within  the  compass 
of  a  few  feet  of  each  other,  some  of  them  boiling  up  immediately  from 
the  bed  of  a  small  bifurcated  branch  of  the  Rio  de  Jemez.    The  princi- 

Cl  one,  which  is  in  the  branch  mentioned,  issues  from  a  small  knoll  or 
ap  of  boulder  stones,  which  seem  to  partake  both  of  a  calcareous  and 
Ex.-6 
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1)asaltic  character,  the  vent  not  being  more  than  a  foot  above  the  bed  fl^om 
which  it  springs.  The  volume  of  water  which  issues  from  it  may  be 
estimated  at  about  a  gallon  and  a  half  per  minute.  This  spring,  as  well 
as  all  the  other  principal  ones,  shows  a  limited  accumulation  of  a  crys- 
talline deposite  about  its  toouth,  which,  on  account  of  its  fine-grained  char- 
acter and  hardness,  may  probably  come  under  the  head  of  travertine. 
The  complexion  of  the  deposite  is  white,  with  a  shade  of  greenish  yellow. 

We  put  into  the  iagged  cup  or  bowl  of  the  fountain  some  eggs  and  raw 
venison,  both  of  which  were  cooked  in  about  twenty  minutes.  The  time 
Squired  to  do  this  would  doubtless  have  been  much  less  had  the  bow) 
been  sufficiently  concave  to  have  admitted  a  more  perfect  immersion  of 
the  articles,  and  the  fi:xtnre  of  a  cover,  by  which  the  heat  lost  through 
Evaporation  could  have  been  retained.  As  it  was,  upon  an  immersion 
by  Major  Kendrick  of  a  thermometer,  Dr.  Edwards  assisting  him,  this 
highest  point  to  which  the  mercury  would  rise  was  169*^. 

These  springs  are  said,  in  diseases  of  a  cutaneous  or  rheumatic  kind, 
to  possess  powers  of  a  highly  curative  character^  and  it  is  doubtless  oti 
this  account  that  the  arbors  which  we  noticed  near  the  main  springs 
are  placed  over  some  basins,  scooped  out  from  the  ground,  into  which  the 
hot  water  finds  its  way.  A  view  of  these  springs,  with  their  accessory 
scenery,  and  among  it  the  tower  of  a  distant  ruined  church,  may  be  seen 
in  plate  14. 

Observing,  about  a  third  of  a  mile  above  the  springs,  the  ruins  just 
mentioned,  we  saddled  up  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  them.  On  reaching 
the  spot,  we  found  them  to  be  the  remains  of  an  old  Roman  Catholic 
church,  in  dimensions  about  fifty  feet  front  by  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
deep.  The  tower,  which  was  octagonal  in  form,  and  which  rose  up  from 
the  middle  of  the  rear  end  of  the  building,  was  still  standing,  as  were 
also  the  greater  portion  of  the  walls  of  the  main  building.  The  height 
of  the  tower  I  estimated  at  thirty  feet.  The  thickness  of  the  walls  of  the 
main  edifice  at  base  measured  six  feet.  A  good  view  of  these  ruins  may 
be  seen  in  plate  15. 

It  getting  late,  we  were  obliged  to  hasten  our  return  to  camp — a  drench- 
ing rain,  which  had  in  the  mean  time  sprung  up,  adding  not  a  little  to  our 
alacrity.  A  spring,  however,  which  we  unexpectedly  met  with  on  our 
TOute,  tempting  us  by  its  cool  appearance,  we  could  not  resist  the  desire 
to  alight  and  try  its  waters,  which  we  found  not  less  grateful  than  they 
were  unexpected. 

The  Cottonwood,  the  cedar,  and  pine,  the  latter  of  dwarfish  growth, 
•and  all  rather  sparsely  scattered,  constitute  the  sylva  of  the  i^lley.  The 
wild  currant  we  found  growing  in  great  luxuriance  and  perfection  about 
the  old  church. 

Third  camp,  Jemez,  Avgnst  21. — This  afternoon,  Captain  Dodge,  the 
brothers  Kern,  and  myself  visited  the  Roman  Catholic  church  of  the  vil- 
Jage — the  governor  of  the  town,  Hosta,  procuring  for  us  the  keys,  and  act- 
ing as  cicerone.  The  church,  an  adobe  structure,  some  one  hundred 
by  twenty-eight  feet  in  plan,  appeared  very  old,  and  was  evidently  wast- 
ing away  under  the  combined  influence  of  nerfect  and  moisture.  The 
swallows,  as  is  to  be  noticed  in  the  Roman  Catholic  church  at  Santa  Pe, 
«eemed  to  be  perfectly  at  home  within  it,  and  now,  as  in  the  church  men- 
iioneAf  brought  home  to  me  the  appositeness  of  those  beautiful  remarks 
'•of  the  sweet  psahnist  of  Israel  to  be  found  in  P^simsy  84th,  3d.    A  pilas- 
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ter  and  arch  arrangement,  with  crosses  at  intervals,  characterized  the  side 
walls;  and  a  number  of  paintings,  all  daubs,  excepting  the  central  one, 
the  wall  back  of  the  chancel.  Hosta  informed  us  that  this  central  piece 
was  a  representation  of  San  Diego  bearing  the  cross.  At  present  it  is  con- 
siderably defaced,  but  the  touches  of  a  genuine  artist  are  yet  visible  upon^ 
it.  None  but  a  true  son  of  the  muse  could  have  thrown  into  the  counte- 
nance the  expression  of  beautiful  sadness  with  which  it  is  radiant.  In 
addition  to  the  objects  of  garniture  already  mentioned,  I  noticed  upon  a 
projecting  piece  of  the  side  pulpit  a  human  skull  and  some  bones,  and  in 
a  side  room,  to  which  I  could  only  peep  in,  some  images  and  pictures. 

Finishing  our  examination  at  the  church,  we  visited  the  esttfffas  of  the 
town,  of  which  there  are  two.  Both  are  one  story  high,  and,  like  the  one 
noticed  at  Santo  Domingo,  have  no  doors  or  windows  laterally,  and  are  only 
accessible  from  above,  through  the  flat  roof.  They  differ  from  it,  how- 
ever, in  being  rectangular — the  one  we  measured  being  twenty  by  twenty- 
seven  feet  in  the  clear,  and  seven  and  a  half  feet  high.  On  the  walls 
were  representations  of  plants,  birds,  and  animals — the  turkey,  the  deer, 
the  wolf,  the  fox,  and  the  dog,  being  plainly  depicted;  none  of  them, 
however,  approaching  to  exactness,  except  the  deer,  the  outline  of  which 
showed  certainly  a  good  eye  for  proportions.  For  an  exact  picture  of 
these,  both  as  regards  details  of  form  and  color,  and  also  as  respects  the 
dingy,  smokj-  complexion  of  the  walls  upon  which  they  are  painted,  1 
refer  the  reader  to  plates  7,  8,  9,  10,  and  11. 

Upon  questioning  Hosta  in  relation  to  the  object  of  these  estiiffasy  he  in- 
formed us  that  they  were  after  the  custom  of  Montezuma,  and  for  that 
reason  they  were  not  allowed  to  give  them  up.  He  also  called  them  the 
churches  of  Montezuma.  In  the  spring,  he  says,  they  go  there  to  chant 
to  him  to  send  them  rain;  and  in  the  fall  they  sing  to  him  to  obtaim  any 
good  thing  they  may  want.  He  further  remarked — (and  I  give  what  fol- 
lows to  show  the  superstition  of  these  people,  for  he  narrated  it  as  if  he 
thought  it  might  be  tnle^ — he  further  remarked,  there  was  a  tradition 
among  bis  people,  that  Montezuma,  whenever  in  his  travels  he  stopped 
for  the  night,  would  make  a  house  in  one  hour;  and  that  he  would  plant 
com  one  night,  and  the  next  morning  it  would  be  fit  to  be  plucked.  He 
went  on  further  to  inform  us  that  they  worshipped  the  sun,  moon,  and 
fire.  The  moon  he  called  the  captain  of  the  nignt.  The  sun,  however, 
when  he  rises,  he  remarked,  puts  away  all  the  children  of  the  night,  and 
therefore  he  is  the  great  captain. 

To  the  question  of  the  object  of  the  paintings  upon  the  walls  of  the  es- 
hiffa^  he  said  they  were  par  bonilOy  (for  ornament.)  The  circles  represent 
the  sun  and  moon;  the  semicircles,  clouds;  and  the  barbed,  zigzag  line, 
the  forked,  destructive  lightning.  The  emblem  of  good  lighntning 
be  represented  in  pencil  upon  my  note-book  as  terminating  more  bluntly, 
thus: 


The  two  human  figures  with  trumpets  to  their  mouths,  which  may  bfe 
0een  illustrated  in  plate  9,  he  represents  as  the  adjutants  of  Montezuma, 
'vrho  are  sounding  a  call  tb  him  for  rain. 

Before  the  conquest^  he  says^  according  to  tradition,  ih%  Jemez  Indians 
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were  fighting  with  all  the  other  tribes — those  of  San  Felipe^  Santa  Anna,  aifd 
Santo  Domingo.  At  length  a  Spanish  priest  appeared  among  them  very 
mysteriously.  This  priest,  whenever  he  celebrated  mass,  made  it  a  con- 
dition of  his  acceptance  of  them  that  they  should  every  previous  Satur- 
day bring  him  wood.  And  it  was  his  habit,  whenever  he  wanted  anything, 
such  as  skins  or  blankets,  to  take  them.  The  people  at  lengthy  getting  en- 
raged at  such  treatment,  determined  to  kill  him.  He,  hearing  of  it,  how- 
ever, disappeared  as  mysteriously  as  he  had  come.  They  then  looked  for 
his  tracks;  but,  the  snow  having  covered  them  up,  they  concluded  he 
must  have  gone  down  the  Ojo  Caliente  !  (one  of  the  hot  springs  I  have 
already  described.) 

He  further  told  us,  that,  when  living  upon  the  mksa  between  the  ca- 
nons of  Guadalupe  and  San  Diego,  there  came  another  jwidre  among  them, 
whom,  whilst  on  his  way  to  receive  the  confessions  of  a  sick  man,  they 
killed.  That,  upon  another  occasion,  whilst  engaged  in  their  dances, 
they  were  told  that  the  Spaniards  were  below;  but  they  did  not  believe 
it,  and  continued  dancing.  The  consequence  was,  that,  one  night,  after  a 
dance,  and  when  they  had  retired  for  the  night,  the  Spaniards  came  upou 
them  with  all  their  force,  and  they,  having  nothing  but  their  arrows  and 
knives  to  defend  themselves  with,  closed  in  with  one  another,  and  began 
to  throw  each  other  over  the  precipice  of  the  mtsa.  Just  at  this  time, 
there  appeared  in  the  direction  of  the  Cation  de  Guadalupe  Nuestra  Se- 
nora  de  Guadalupe,  (our  Lady  of  Guadalupe,)  and  in  the  direction  of  the 
Canon  de  San  Diego  the  saint  of  that  name!  The  Indians,  noticing  this, 
fled — some  to  Sandia,  some  to  Isieta,  and  some  settling  here  at  Jemez. 
All,  however,  have  since  come  to  live  at  the  last-mentioned  place. 

The  Pecos  Indians,  he  went  on  further  to  inform  us,  were  the  only 
people  that  speak  the  same  language  they  do;  that,  during  one  of  the  rev- 
olutions of  the  country,  whenhe  was  quite  a  youth,  this  tribe,  being  very 
much  harassed  by  the  Spaniards,  (Mexicans,)  asked  permission  of  the 
people  of  Jemez  to  come  and  live  among  them.  They  not  only  granted 
them  permission  to  do  this,  but  sent  out  persons  to  help  them  get  in  their 
crops,  and  bring  them  and  their  property  to  their  new  abode.  When  they 
arrived,  they  gave  them  houses  and  fields.  The  old  man  and  his 
daughter,  who  at  the  time  were  tending  the  sacred  fire  at  Pecos,  the 
enemy,  he  says,  seized  and  beat — the  daughter  at  length  being  carried 
away  captive,  and  the  old  man  escaping  by  the  way  of  Galisteo  to  Jemez. 
This  was  the  reason  of  the  fire  of  Montezuma  ceasing.  He  went  on  to 
state  that  the  Pecos  and  Jemez  Indians,  though  they  speak  the  same 
language,  differ  somewhat  in  their  religious  customs.  In  relation,  how- 
ever, to  Montezuma,  the  different  Pueblo  Indians,  although  speaking  dif- 
ferent languages,  have  the  same  belief.  Yesterday,  in  getting  some  in- 
formation fi'om  a  Jemez  Indian,  I  asked  him  whether  they  now  looked  upon 
God  and  the  sun  as  the  same  being.  He  said  they  did.  The  questioa 
was  then  put,  whether  they  still  worshipped  the  sun,  as  God,  witli  con« 
trition  of  heart.  His  reply  was,  *<Why  not?  He  governs  the  world!*' 
From  this  Indian  I  also  learned  that  they  worship  the  sun  with  mosf 
pleasure  in  the  morning,  and  that  they  have  priests  to  administer  theif 
own  religion,  which  they  like  better  than  the  Koman  Catholic,  which  hj 
says  has  been  forced  upon  them,  and  which  they  do  not  understand.  E^ 
said  they  were  all  the  children  of  Montezuma,  and  a  tradition  had  te^ 
current  among  them  that  they  were  to  be  delivered  by  a  people  who  wcu^ 
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come  fiom  the  east;  that,  inconsequence  of  the  good  treatment  they  were 
lecciving  from  the  Americans,  they  were  beginning  to  believe  that  that 
people  had  come;  that  General  Kearny  had  told  them  they  would  believe 
this  more  and  more,  because  they  would  continue  to  be  treated  well  by 
the  Americans,  and  they  were  finding  it  so. 

Prom  Hosta  I  learn  there  are  now  living  among  his  people  only  fifteen  Pecos 
IndianSjSevcn  being  male  adults,  seven  female,  and  one  a  little  girl.  One 
Pfecos  male  adult,  he  says,  is  living  sit  Cuesta,  one  at  Santo  Domingo,  and 
one  in  the  Canon  of  Pecos.  These  eighteen,  he  states,  are  all  that  are  now 
liFing  of  this  people. 

For  a  portiait  of  Hosta,  in  his  war  costume,  as  also  of  his  wife,  in  her 
best  attire,  with  some  of  the  accessories  characteristic  of  their  mode  of 
life,  I  would  refer  the  reader  to  plates  4  and  5.  Hosta  is  one  of  the  finest 
boking  and  most  intelligent  Pueblo  Indians  I  have  seen,  and,  on  account 
of  his  vivacity  and  ofF-hand  graciousness,  is  quite  a  favorite  among  us.  A 
profile  sketch  of  Wash-Urhoste^  a  Pecos  Indian,  will  also  be  seen  in 
plate  12. 

I\nirth  mmp,  Augvst  22. — ^The  arrangement  for  transportation  by  pack 
mules  being  complete,  and  the  Pueblo  levies,  55  in  number,  having  joined 
OS,  the  command  also  having  been  increased  by  Captain  Dodge's  company 
of  Mexican  volunteer  infantry,*  the  whole  force  took  up  its  line  of  march 
to  day  for  the  Ccmon  of  O/ielli/.f  At  the  same  time,  Brevet  Lieutenant 
Col inel  Alexander,  on  account  of  indisposition,  and  Assistant  Quarter- 
master Brent  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Edwards,  on  account  of  the  theatre 
of  their  duties  being  at  that  post,  returned  to  Santa  Pe.  Our  route  lay 
directly  down  the  valley  of  the  Rio  de  Jemez,  the  stream  of  which  we 
CTDssed  just  above  San  Ysidro,  a  small  Mexican  settlement  about  three 
miles  below  Jemez.  Three  miles  more  brought  us  to  our  present  camping- 
ground,  where  we  find  good  water,  tolerable  pasturage,  and  wood  in  the 
vicinity.  The  valley,  as  far  as  San  Ysidro,  is  hemmed  in  by  secondary 
mountains,  and  within  this  extent  is  but  slightly  cultivated. 

At  San  Ysidro  I  called  to  see  Sefior  Francisco  Sandoval,  the  proprietor 
rf  the  copper  furnace  we  saw  two  days  since  up  the  Canon  de  San  Diego. 
He  informs  me  that  the  mine  near  this  furnace  was  worked  until  about 
three  years  since;  that  one  man  could  get  from  it  ten  arrobasj  of  rich  ore 
per  day,  and  that  gold  was  found  in  association  with  it.  He  fnrther 
Slated  that  he  had  now  cacfied  (buried)  near  the  furnace  twenty-three 
<inobat  of  piu^e  copper. 

Several  times  to  day,  on  the  march,  a  beautiful  humming-bird,  the  first 
I  have  seen  since  I  left  the  States,  has  been  hovering  about  me.  The 
bsttime  it  paid  me  a  visit,  I  was  seated  under  a  tent,  where  it  lit  for  a 
moment  within  a  foot  or  two  of  my  person,  and  then  disappeared,  not  to 
be  seen  again. 

The  length  of  the  march  today  has  been  only  5.78  miles — it  having 
been  deemed  pnidcnt,  on  the  first  day'^s  trial  with  the  packs,  to  go  but  a 
short  distance. 

Fifth eamp^  August  23. — The  troops  decamped  at  8  o^clock  this  morn- 
ing—a Mexican,  by  name  Parravahal,  whose  residence  is  at  San  Ysidro^ 

*L'«ai«:nfint  Lorenzo  fores,  a  subaltern  of  the  conApany,  accompanied  the  expedition. 
^Tfae  onbogrdphy  «rthii«  word  1  get  from  Sefior  Donuciano  Vigil,  secretary  of  the  pnoviaceit 
•bo  inform^  me  that  it  is  of  [rHliin  origin.     Its  pronunc-'inion  is  chay-e. 
Xkn  arroba  is  a  weight  of  25  pouoda. 
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accompaBying  them  as  gnide.  Our  course  lay  generally  for  the  day  north 
olwest,  and  for  the  first  14  miles  directly  up  the  Canon  de  Pena$ca— low 
mountains  of  a  ridgy,  pnmary  character  skirting  it  on  the  right,  and  mesa 
heights,  of  some  3()0  or  400  feet  elevation,  bordering  it  on  the  left.  The 
formation  of  these  latter  is  generally  an  ash-colored  sandstone,  alternating 
with  a  red  argillaceous  friable  rock.  A  mile  further,  and  we  were  upon 
the  high  land  dividing  the  waters  of  the  Rio  de  Jemez  from  those  of  the 
Rio  Puerco — an  extensive  prospect  of  the  valley  of  the  latter,  with  the 
accessories  of  some  high  isolated  mountain  peaks,  bursting  unexpectedly 
upon  us  from  this  point.  Among  the  peaks  are  to  be  noticed  the  Cerro  dt 
la  Oabeza,  the  summit  of  which  was  an  object  of  interest  on  our  march 
from  the  Bio  Grande  to  Jemez.  This  head  mountain,  I  perceived,  re* 
seuibled  very  much  in  contour,  though  much  higher,  Cerro  Tucumcarri, 
a  prominent  landmark  about  160  miles  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  on  the 
Fort  Smith  route.  This  mountain  1  described  in  my  report  of  that  route 
9S  resembling  very  much  in  shape  the  dome  of  the  Capitol  at  Washing- 
ton; and  Cerro  de  la  Cktbezay  though  not  so  good  a  representation,  yet 
cannot  fsiil  to  suggest  to  the  traveller  a  like  resemblance. 

The  top  of  the  high  land  referred  to  being  reached,  the  road  commences 
descending  towards  the  Rio  Puerco,  two  miles  further  bringing  us  to  the 
Hio  de  Oiacoli,  a  small  affluent  of  the  Puerco,  upon  which  we  are 
encamped. 

Two  miles  from  our  last  camp,  and  directly  on  the  route,  are  several 
springs  of  a  mineral  character,  the  taste  of  the  water  sensibly  indicating 
the  presence  of  soda,  (probably  sulphate  of  soda,)  nitre,  and  some  ferrugi- 
nous  matter.  One  ot  these  springs  has  made  lor  itself  a  basin  of  an 
elliptical  shape,  which  is  several  feet  in  diameter,  and  raised  about  three 
feet  above  the  argillaceous  soil  from  which  it  flows.  The  incriistration 
about  the  mouth  of  the  spring  appears  to  be  of  a  calcareous  character,  and 
colored  with  iron.  These  springs,  on  account  of  my  having  left  the  road 
to  examine  a  geological  formation,  I  did  not  see;  and  for  the  information  I 
have  given  I  am  indebted  to  Majors  Eendrick  and  Peck. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  springs,  cropping  out  from  the  base  of  the  mesa, 
forming  the  south  wall  of  the  canon,  I  noticed  large  beds  of  eaithy  gypsim 
and  sulphate  of  lime;  and  constituting  the  superior  strata  of  the  mesa  was 
a  fonnatioii,  some  eighty  feet  thick,  composed  of  an  alternation  of^  crys- 
tallized fibrous  gypsum  and  thin  layers  of  argillaceous  shale.  At  the 
foot  of  the  escarpment,  I  picked  up  what  appeared  to  be,  from  its  taste 
and  a]^arance,  common  salt,  (chloride  of  sodium.)  I  afterwards  noticed, 
four  miles  further  on  the  route,  another  bed  of  gypsum. 

About  nine  miles  firom  our  last  camp,  in  the  cafk)n,  thrown  together 
promiscuously,  are  some  huge  specimens  of  conglomerate  boulders,  one 
of  them  in  magnitude  probably  not  being  short  of  twenty ^five  by  twen- 
ty-five feet,  or  containing  over  fifteen  thousand  cubic  feet.  And  near 
our  present  camp,  there  is  to  be  seen  cropping  out  of  a  side  hill  a 
red  argillaceous  rock,  in  appearance  very  much  like  that  from  which  the 
Indians  living  on  the  head- waters  of  the  Mississippi  make  their  pipes. 

It  is  observable  that  the  overlying  basaltic  fornjation  which  1  have  al- 
ready, in  my  journal,  noticed  as  beginning  at  Sieneguilla,  on  the  Rio  de 
Santa  Fe,  and  extending  westward  as  far  as  the  valley  oi  the  Riode  Jemez^ 
has  not  been  seen  to-day  on  either  side  of  the  route.    The  valley^  then^ 
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of  tbe  Rk>  dc  Jemez  may  be  considered  as  the  limit  of  this  fonaatio^ 
westward. 

The  march  to-day  has  been  16.27  miles.  Tbe  first  hdf  of  the  road 
was  tolerably  good  ;  the  last  half,  very  rough — the  tongue  of  tbe  six- 
pounder's  liml^r  having  been  broken  on  account  of  it.  Mot  a  particle  of 
cuhivable  soil  did  we  meet  with  until  we  reached  the  valley  of  the  Rio 
^  Chacoli,  where  we  find  it  rich  and  mellow.  The  sylva  has  been 
generally  the  dwarf  cedar,  sparsely  scattered;  and  some  pines  were  observe 
able  on  the  last  portion  of  the  route. 

Our  camping-ground  furnished  goood  grazing,  tolerable  water,  and  «^ 
sufficiency  of  wood.  The  water,  however,  cannot  be  depended  upon^i 
except  in  the  wet  ^ason.  ^ 

There  have  joined  us  to-day  some  eighty  Mexican  mounted  militia. 
Our  force,  then,  as  now  constituted,  consists  of  fiftyr-five  men  of  the  regu- 
lar artillery,  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  the  regular  in&ntry ,  fifty  of  Mexi- 
can volunteer  infantry,  fifty-five  of  Pueblo  or  Indian  mounted  militia,  and 
eighty  of  Mexican  mounted  militia — in  ail  aggregatmg,  with  the  employes 
of  the  quartermaster's  and  subsistence  departments,  about  four  hundred 
men.     The  longitude  of  this  camp,  by  observation,  is  107^  3'  l&'\ 

Sixth  camp,  August  34.— We  had  some  fine  showers  of  rain  Icist  even- 
ing and  during  the  night* 

Seven  men  belonging  to  tbe  Mexican  mounted  militia  are  reported  tp 
have  deserted  last  evening. 

The  troops  resumed  the  march  at  8  a.  m.— our  course  for  the  day  being 
generally  northwest.  One  and  a  hsdf  miles  from  camp,  we  crossed  the  Rio  <^ 
Chaadiy  a  running  stream,  four  feet  in  breadth  and  a  few  inches  in  depth, 
trilh  banks  six  feet  high,  which  had  to  be  cut  down  to  give  pas.'^age  to 
the  artillery.  This  creek  traversed,  the  route  lay  up  a  very  shallow  val« 
ley  for  about  three  and  a  half  miles,  when  we  got  on  the  brow  of  the  im« 
inediate  valley  of  the  Rio  Puerco — this  valley  being  hemmed  in  on  its  west 
side  by  heights,  with  tableau  tops,  and  precipitous  escarpment  walls. 
Tiie  Rio  Puerco,  as  &r  as  visible,  runs  a  course  west  of  south,  and  if 
slightly  fringed  with  the  cotton  wood.  Cerro  de  la  Cabeza  and  other 
ooouutain  peaks  to  the  south  and  west  show  well  from  this  point.  Clos^ 
by  the  route,  on  its  right,  just  before  reaching  the  bed  of  the  Puerco,  is  an 
old  circular  stone  comd  (enclosure)  about  tlurty  teet  in  widths  and  three 
in  height,  laid  in  mud  mortar. 

The  Rio  Puerco,  which,  from  its  great  length  upon  the  maps,  we  ha4 
conjectured  to  he  a  flowing  stream  of  some  importance,  we  foupd  to  con- 
tain water  only  here  and  there,  in  pools — the  fluid  being  of  a  greenish, 
sdekening  color,  ai^d  brackish  to  the  tast£.  The  width  of  its  bottom, 
which  is  a  commixture  of  clay  ajad  gravel,  is  about  one  hundred  feet.  Itf 
banks,  between  twenty  and  thirty  feet  high,  are  vertical,  and  had  to  b^ 
graded  down  to  allow  the  artillery  and  pack  animals  to  cross  them.  The 
AX-pounder  had  to  be  unlimbered  and  dragged  up  on  the  west  side  by 
men  at  the  prolongas.  A  mule,  with  one  of  the  howitzers  pac^Led  on  his 
oack,  in  attempting  to  traverse  the  bed  of  the  river,  lost  his  footing  and 
capsized — thenowitzer,  on  account  of  its  great  weight,  natumlly  seeking 
the  lowest  place,  and  the  legs  of  the  poor  animal  correspondingly  tending 
upwards.  The  sight,  it  may  well  be  conceived,  partook  both  of  the  pain- 
£il  and  the  ludicrous. 

The  valley  of  tbe  Rio  de  Chacoli  and  that  of  the  Puerco^  both  of  whicb^ 
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on  account  of  the  slight'' elevation  of  the  dividing  ridge,  may  be  consid- 
ered as  but  one,  and  which  embraces  a  breadth  of  about  six  miles,  is^  to  all 
appearances,  quite  a  rich  body  of  land,  and,  if  not  ordinarily  too  dry, 
must  be  susceptible  of  productive  cultivation.  It  differs  from  the  other 
cultivated  soil  we  have  passed  over,  in  being  argillaceous,  instead  of  fel- 
spatic. 

A  mile  beyond  the  Rio  Puerco,  we  entered  the  Cation  de  la  Copa,  (Cup 
Cation,)  so  called  on  account  of  the  cup  or  vase  like  appearance  of  some 
of  the  sandstone  rocks  forming  its  walls.  (See  sketch  in  plate  6.)  In  the 
left-hand  or  south  escarpment  wall  of  the  canon  may  be  seen  some  weU- 
defined  and  beautiful  stratification,  its  dip  being  slightly /r(w»  the  valley 
of  the  Puerco,  or  westward.  The  breadth  of  the  cafion  is  about  one  hun- ' 
dred  and  fifty  yards.  Among  thej  escarpment  rocks  I  noticed  some  seams 
of  a  perfectly  white  saline  pulverulent  substance,  which,  fi-om  its  taste,  I 
should  judge  to  be  soda.  We  also  found,  in  the  same  locality,  in  some 
crevices,  and  also  attached  to  the  rock,  a  dark  pitchy  substance,  aggluti- 
nated with  the  excrement  of  birds,  and  of  animals  of  the  rat  species. 

Near  these  rocks  are  several  deep  and  narrow  arroyos,  which  required  to 
be  worked  to  make  them  practicable  for  the  passage  of  the  artillery. 

About  half  a  mile  further,  just  as  we  emerged  rrom  the  canon,  noticing 
on  the  right  of  the  road  what  appeared  to  be  bituminous  coal,  I  exam- 
ined it,  and  found  it  to  be  veritably  such,  though  of  animpure,.slaty  char- 
acter. It  exists  in  beds  a  foot  thick,  which  are,  in  some  instances,  over- 
laid by  yellowish  sandstone,  and  then  again  by  calcareous  rock.  I 
noticed ,  in  some  instances,  superposing  the  coal,  loose,  disintegrated  masses 
or  fragments  of  what  appeared  to  be  a  species  of  jasper,  the  evidences  of 
igneous  influence  being  quite  apparent  from  its  baked  and  blackened  as- 
pect. The  coal,  when  fractured,  occasionally  discovers  resinous  particles 
of  a  beautiful  iridescent  character,  the  reflections  being  those  of  the  garnet. 

Getting  out  of  the  Cajion  de  la  O'pa,  the  country  becomes  very  much 
broken  by  low  hills  of  a  mound  or  mesa  shape,  some  of  them,  on  account 
of  the  symmetry  of  their  fonn,  creating  a  degree  of  interest. 

Prom  twelve  to  fifteen  miles  ofl!",  on  our  l^ft,  have  appeared,  all  day,  a 
chainof  pretty  high  mountains,  some  of  them  ridgy,  and  someof  mesa  shape. 

After  a  march  of  13.27  miles,  felling  upon  an  insignificant  tributary  of 
the  Rio  Puerco,  which  drains  the  valley  called  Canctda  de  Pieora  de 
Lumbre,  we  have  encamped — the  pasturage  about  our  camp  being  but  tol- 
erable, the  water  (of  a  high  clay  color)  barely  endurable,  and  fuel  being 
found  in  the  vicinity.  The  water,  however,  can  only  be  depended  U5)0& 
during  the  wet  season. 

.The  face  of  the  country  to  day,  as  usual,  has  presented  pine  and  cedar, 
of  a  dwarf  growth,  very  thinly  scattered  ;  and  the  artemisin  has  been 
seen  everywhere.  The  soil,  excepting  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Puerco,  for 
purposes  of  cultivation,  may  be  considered  as  worthless.  Astronomical 
observations  put  this  camp  in  latitude  35°  46'  13". 

Seventh  camp,  August  25. — Three  more  of  the  Mexican  mounted  militia 
are  reported  to  have  deserted  yesterday. 

The  troops  took  up  the  line  of  march  at  7  a.  m.  Our  general  course 
for  the  day  has  been  about  northwest.  At  the  start  our  route  lay  through 
a  shallow  valley — a  succession  of  them,  bounded  by  tableau  or  rounded 
hills,  crossing  each  other  in  every  direction,  and  causing  the  country  to 
4)ave  a  broken  appearance,    A  mile  or  two  from  camp,  looking  back,  an 
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imposing  view  of  Ckrro  de  la  Cabeza  presented  itself  to  ns.    There  was 
nothing  about  it  to  detract  from  its  towering  sublimity ;  and  as  the  morning 
son  threw  its  golden  light  upon  its  eastern  slope,  leaving  all  the  other  por-v 
tions  in  a  softened  twilight  shade,  I  thought  I  had  never  seen  anything 
more  beautiful,  and  at  the  same  time  grand.     (See  plate  17.) 

Four  miles  on  the  route,  to  the  left  of  the  road,  upon  a  little  hillock,  an- 
other and  more  extensive  viewof  the  country  bursts  upon  you.  To  the 
south,  some  twenty  miles  off,  lay  an  extensive  range  of  mountains,  of  a 
mesa  and  ridgy  character;  intermingled  with  these,  and  diversifying  the 
leene,  were  Cerro  dela  Cabeza  and  half  a  dozen  other  peaks,  one  of  them 
quite  sharp;  to  the  east  and  northeast  were  still  to  be  seen,  stretching  from 
oonh  to  south,  from  forty  to  fifty  miles  off,  the  Jemez  mountains;  and 
everywhere  else  a  broken  country,  made  up  of  low  swelling  hills,  isolated 
cones,  and  m<sa  heights,  sprinkled  with  pine  and  cedar  ofa  scrub  growth, 
and  with  the  artemisia,in  connexion  with  an  everywhere-prevailing  dirty 
yellowish  arenaceous  soil,  completed  the  picture. 

As  we  proceeded  on,  the  country  stretched  out  more  prairie-like  and 
lolling,  fiiraishing  an  extensive  range  of  view  on  every  hand.  Six  miles 
from  our  last  camp,  we  met  some  very  dirty,  clay-colored  water,  in  pools,  the 
permanency  of  which,  however,  cannot  be  depended  on.  A  mile  and  a 
half  further,  we  traversed  about  one- third  of  a  mile  of  what  appeared  to  be 
good  argillaceous  soil.  Pour  miles  from  this,  a  very  beautifully- shaped 
tableau  mound  appears,  ranging  directly  in  front  of  our  course.  After  a 
march  of  thirteen  and  a  half  miles,  coming  upon  an  arroyo  containing 
some  water  of  a  highly-charged  clay  character,  as  scanty  in  quantity  as 
unpalatable  to  the  taste;  and,  the  guide  who  had  been  sent  in  advance 
not  returning  in  time  to  give  the  colonel  commanding  the  information 
seeded  in  respect  to  water  to  make  it  prudent  for  him  to  go  any  further 
for  the  day,  the  order  was  givefl  to  encamp. 

The  valley  through  which  the  arroyo  runs  is  called  the  Canon  de  7br- 
rijon;  and  I  notice  a  few  cottonwoods  skirting  the  arroyo.  The  pastu- 
mee  about  camp  is  but  tolerable. 

'The  soil  to-day,  excepting  the  very  narrow  belt  already  alluded  to,  is 
worthless.    The  road  was  pretty  good. 

About  sundown,  Major  Kendrick  and  myself  took  a  stroll  about  a  mile 
from  camp,  in  a  northwest  course,  to  a  tableau  mound,  where  we  found, 
borizontaily  disposed,  an  outcrop  of  bituminous  coal,  of  an  indifferent 
character,  on  account  of  earthy  admixtures.  Sandstone  both  over  and 
underlies  it.  We  also  saw  an  alternation  of  thin  layers  of  fibrous  gypsum 
and  of  arenaceous  rock  overlying  it  in  places. 

The  latitude  of  this  camp,  by  astronomical  observations,  is  36^  Siy  31"; 
its  longitude,  lOT^'  2SI  45". 

tiigfuh  campy  August  26. — The  nights  and  mornings  at  the  last  two 
camps  have  been  quite  cold.  This  is  doubtless  owing  to  our  great  elevation. 
We  have  been  ascending  more  or  less  ever  since  we  left  the  Rio  Grande. 
Indeed ,  firom  the  appearance  of  the  Jemez  mountains  and  other  indi&atiims^ 
it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that  the  country  we '  have  been  travelling  over  to- 
ds^ is  considerably  higher,  atmospherically,  than  Santa  Fc.  But  this 
point,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  I  cannot  determine,  for  the  want  of  a  barometer, 
with  which  it  was  impossible  to  supply  myself  on  setting  out  upon  the 
expedition.  Major  Emory,  in  his  report,  speaks  of  the  absence  of  dew 
along  the  Hio  Uila,  and,  on  that  account,  of  his  scarcely  ever  finding  it 
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necessary  to  wife  his  horizoa-glass.    I,  oa  the  contrary^  find  th^m  so 
heavy  in  this  region  as  to  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  wipe  laine  often. 

The^  troops  decamped  at  7  a.  m. — the  weather^  as  it  generally  has  been^ 
being  beautiful,  clear,  and  pleasant.  Our  general  course  during  the  day 
was  northwest;  and  for  the  first  seven  miles  the  route  was  gradually 
ascending. 

Just  aUer  leaving  camp,  we  passed,  to  the  right  of  the  road,  the  beauti- 
foUy- shaped  mound  referred  to  yesterday.  Pour  miles  from  camp,  oa 
the  right  of  the  road,  is  an  oblong  mound  or  hill,  about  fifty  feet  high, 
exhibiting  very  strikingly  the  gradual  effect  of  igneous  action  upon  matter^ 
in  proportion  to  its  proximity  to  the  source  of  heat.  Highly  seoriaceoua 
rocks  protru4ed  here  and  there  through  argillaceous  rocks,  burnt  to  dif> 
ierent  degrees  of  calcination;  and  a  dirty  yellowish  firiable  sandstone  rock 
crops  out  all  around  from  underneath  the  mass.  This  is  the  first  scoria-? 
ceous  or  lava  rock  I  have  noticed  since  I  left  the  valley  of  the  Jemez* 
From  the  mound  just  adverted  to,  Cetro  de  la  Cabeza  and  the  Jemez 
mountains  ct)uLd  still  be  seen  to  our  rear. 

A  mile  and  a  half  further  on  the  route  we  came  to  a  locality  where  coa| 
crops  out  of  the  soil.  Near  this  locality  is  a  very  shallow  depression  of 
basin,  caused  by  the  washing  of  the  rains.  In  this  basin  we  found  some 
beautiful  specimens  of  petrified  wood — ^in  two  instances  the  trunks  of  the 
trees  still  standing  erect  and  in  siiu.  One  of  these  trunks  was  two  feel 
high  by  two  in  diameter,  and  the  other  three  feet  high  by  two  aii4 
a  half  in  diameter.  In  another  instance,  a  trunk  of  a  tree,  in  itspetri- 
fied  state,  had  fallen  over  and  split  open,  the  parts  lying  together  as  if 
they  had  but  just  been  cleft  with  an  axe.  For  a  sketch  of  iwo  of  these  petri* 
factions,  se^  plates  18  and  19.  Do  not  these  petrifactions  show, that  this 
country  was  once  better  timbered  than  it  now  is?  All  the  sylva  we  now 
find — except  the  cottonwood  occasiojniily  to  be  seen  on  the  water- 
courses —is  a  scrub  growth  of  cedar  and  pine. 

Prescott,  in  his  "History  of  the  Conquest  of  Mexico,*'  speaking  of  the 
absence  of  forest  trees  in  southern  Mexico  at  the  present  period,  remarks: 
^^  In  the  time  of  the  Aztecs,  the  table  land  was  thickly  covered  with 
larch,  oak,  Cyprus,  and  the  other  forest  trees — ihe  extraordinary  dimen.f' 
sions  of  some  of  which,Temainiijgto  the  present  day,  show  that  the  curse 
of  barrenness  in  later  times  is  chargeable  more  on  man  than  nature."* 

If  by  this  remark  this  fovorite  author  means  to  say  that  the  curse  of 
barrenness  may  be  chargeable  to  the  wickedness  of  the  people  who  in- 
habit it,  I  can  assent  to  it;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  his  idea  is  that  its  in- 
habitants had  caused  it  by  their  own  spontaneous  agency,  (positive  of 
negative,)  either  by  acts  of  devastation  or  neglect  of  culture,  I  do  not  per- 
ceive that  a  sufficient  motive  could  be  assigned  to  the  former;  and  th^ 
history  of  rich,  uncultivated  lands  in  other  portions  of  the  world  does  not, 
in  my  judgment,  justify  the  belief  of  the  latter.  Surely  He  who,  as  ReVr 
elation  declares,  and  as  the  countries  of  the  East  now,  in  connexion  with 
sacred  end  profane  history,  attest,  *^  turneth  rivers  into  a  wilderness,  and 
the  water  springs  into  dry  ground^  a  fruitful  land  into  barrenness,  for  the 

*  Vo'iime  1,  page  9. — Sec  Isuiah,  chapter  24;  also,  Psalms,  chapter  107,  venitB  33  and  34; 
in  Nvhi<  h  ihe  Hebrew  word,  which  in  ihe  Uxt  is  rendered  '*  barrennesa,"  is  also,  according  to 
the  m?irgiital  reference,  convertiMe  into  $aUfUss  ;  and  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  cause 
of  thu  bttrrenness  of  the  soil  in  Old  as  well  as  New  Mexico,  is,  in  a  very  considerable  degreo,  if 
oot  inajuiy,  owing  to  this  same  condition  of  the  earih—- its  saluiess« 
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vickednes6  of  them  that  dwell  therein;"  He  who  ^'maketh  the  earth, 
empty  and  waste;"  who'^turneth  it  ui)side  down,  and scattereth  wide  the 
inhabitants  thereof, ' ' — could  also,  in  His  sovereignty ,  not  only  have  cursed, 
and  for  a  similar  cause,  the  country  in  question  with  the  barrenness  under 
which  we  see  it  languishing,  but  by  this  very  means  have  scattered 
abroad  its  inhabitants,  as  the  ruins  everywhere  attest  He  has  done.  It 
is,  however,  a  pleasing  thought,  that  He  who  inflicteth  such  judgments 
upon  the  land  for  the  wickedness  of  the  people  dwelling  therein,  also,  (or 
their  righteousness,  ^^turneth  the  wilderness  into  a  standing  water,  and 
dry  ground  into  water  sprines;  and  there  maketh  the  hungry  to  dwell, 
that  thev  may  prepare  a  city  tot  habitation,  and  sow  the  fields,  and  plant 
Tineyards,  which  may  yield  fruits  of  increase."*  But  to  resume  my 
journal: 

Seven  miles  fix>m  our  last  camp,  we  reached  the  highest  point  of  the 
land  dividing  the  tributaries  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  fiom  those  of  the 
Pacific.  This  land,  on  all  the  maps  I  have  seen,  is  represented  as  being 
either  of  a  ridgy,  primary  character,  or  of  a  misa  or  tableau  character,  its 
lateral  walls  in  the  latter  case  being  represented  steep  and  deep.  On  some 
maps  it  is  designated  as  the  Sierra  de  las  Mimbresy  or  in  others  as  the 
Sierra  Madre.    Our  exploration  shows  that,  instead  of  its  exhibiting  iu 

Haveise  section  the  sharp  angles  of  the  primary  mountains,  thus  /\^  9 


or  the  flat  table-shaped  aspect  of  the  mesa  formation,  thus  H  V   , 

it  presents  more  strictly  the  outline  of  a  formation,  thns^^        ^^"^  > 

the  country  intervening  between  the  iar-distant  escarpments  being  very 
considerably  convex. 

The  highest  point  of  land  just  referred  to  reached,  we  commenced 
gradually  descending  its  western  slope — three  miles  more  bringing  us  to 
the  Rio  Chaco,  a  tributary  of  the  Rio  San  Jium;  and  live  miles  more  to 
a  point  whence  could  be  seen  in  the  distance,  on  a  slight  elevation,  a  con- 
spicuous ruin,  called,  according  to  some  of  the  Pueblo  Indians  with  us, 
Pueblo  de  Montezuma^  and  according  to  the  Mexicans,  Pueblo  Colorado. 
Hosta  calls  it  Pueblo  de  Ratones;  Sandoval,  the  friendly  Navajo  chief 
with  us,  I^blo  Grande;  wid  Carravahal,  our  Mexican  guide,  who 
probably  kiirows  mo|e  about  it  than  any  one  else,  Pueblo  Pintado. 

After  having  marched  21.45  miles,  coming  to  a  spring  of  good  water  in 
a  ravine  to  the  left  of  the  road,  about  a  mile  from  the  ruins,  in  the  vicinity 
of  which  we  found  fuel  and  good  gra:^ing,  we  encamped. 

The  superior  rock  to-day  was  argillo- arenaceous^  the  soil  the  same;  tha 

•  I^aliDS,  chapter  107,  venet  35  and  37.  Set  also,  in  thia  connexion,  Major  Emory's  ra* 
Mft  from  Ctoliroroia,  ander  date  of  August  20,  1849,  to  the  chief  of  the  Corps  of  Tupogiaphical 
Engineer*,  from  which  I  make  thia  extrttct :  ''  A  ver]^  remarkable  circumstance  baa  occurred  in 
that  fiortion  of  the  country  bet«reen  the  mouth  of  ihe  Gila  river  am)  the  rooumains  usually 
mlled  ihe'Dfaert,'  aometimt-a  the  *  Jornado.'  A  river  forty  Teet  wide  aid  more  than  >«aist 
Attp  ha«  appeared  in  the  middle  of  the  desert,  affording  ddicioua  water  to  drink,  ninking  an 
OttBia  a(  the  moat  convenient  spot  for  the  iraveMer  "  Suiely,  then,  heie  is  a  liierul  veriiirution 
of  the  power  of  (he  Almij^hiy  to  turn  *'  a  wdderness  into  a  standing  water,  and  dry  ground 
iDto  water  springs.'* 

And  i  will  remark  here,  that  I  waa  informed  lasi  aumnoer,  by  a  citizen  of  Sinta  F«,  who  had 
fhco  recnily  travelled  the  Spanish  trail  route,  that  the  river  had  broken  out  very  aiti^uiurly  alio 
Bpon  Uiat  route. 
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route  smooth  and  good.  About  a  dozen  hares,  half  a  dozen  doves,  and 
one  curlew,  are  all  the  game  I  have  seen  since  I  left  Santa  Fe.  A  wolf 
is  seen  occasionally.     To-day  I  saw  four;  two  of  them  very  large. 

After  partaking  of  some  refreshments,  I  started  oflF,  with  high  expecta- 
tions— my  assistants,  the  Messrs.  Kem,  accompanying  me — to  examine  the 
ruins  of  Pueblo  Pintado,  We  found  them  to  more  than  answer  our 
expectations.  (See  sketches  in  plates  20  and  21.)  Forming  one  structure, 
and  built  of  tabular  pieces  of  hard,  fine  grained,  compact  gray  sandstone, 
(a  material  entirely  unknown  in  the  present  architecture  of  New  Mexico,) 
to  which  the  atmosphere  has  imparted  a  reddish  tinge,  the  layers  or  beds 
being  not  thicker  than  three  inches,  and  sometimes  as  thin  as  one-fourth  of 
an  inch,  it  discovers  in  the  masonry  a  combination  of  science  and  art  which 
can  only  be  referred  to  a  higher  smge  of  civilization  and  refinement  than 
is  discoverable  in  the  works  of  Mexicans  or  Pueblos  of  the  present 
day.  Indeed,  so  beautifully  diminutive  and  true  are  the  details  of  the 
structure  as  to  cause  it,  at  a  little  distance,  to  have  all  the  appearance  of  a 
magnificent  piece  of  mosaic  work.     (See  plate  41 ,  drawing  I.) 

In  the  outer  face  of  the  buildings  there  are  no  signs  of  mortar,  the 
intervals  between  the  beds  being  chinked  with  stones  ot  the  minutest 
thinness.  The  filling  and  backing  are  done  in  rubble  masonry,'  the 
niortar  presenting  no  indications  of  the  presence  of  lime.  The  thick- 
ness of  the  main  wall  at  base  is  within  an  inch  or  two  of  three  feet; 
higher  up,  it  is  less— diminishing  every  story  by  retreating  jogs  on  the 
inside,  from  bottom  to  top.  Its  elevation,  at  its  present  highest  point,  is 
between  twenty-five  and  thirty  feet,  the  series  of  floor  beams  indicating 
that  there  must  have  been  originally  at  least  three  stories.  'I'he  ground 
plan,  includingthe  court j  in  exterior  development,  is  about 403  feet.  On  the 
ground  floor,  exclusive  of  the  outbuildings,  are  fifty-four  apartments,  some 
of  them  as  small  as  five  feet  square,  and  the  largest  about  twelve  by  six  feet. 
These  rooms  communicate  with  each  other  by  very  small  doors,  some  of 
them  as  contracted  as  two  and  a  half  by  two  and  a  half  feet;  and  in  the  c€Lse 
of  the  inner  tfuite,  the  doors  communicating  with  the  interior  court  are  9S 
small  as  three  and  a  half  by  two  feet.  The  principal  rooms,  or  those  most 
in  use,  were,  on  account  of  their  having  larger  doors  and  windows,  most 

Erobably  those  of  the  second  story.  The  system  of  flooring  seems  to  have 
een  large  transverse  unhewn  beams,  six  inches  in  diameter,  laid  trans- 
versely from  wall  to  wall,  and  then  a  number  of  smaller  ones,  about  three 
inches  in  diameter,  laid  longitudinally  upon  them.  What  was  placed  on 
these,  does  not  appear,  but  most  j)robably  it  was  brush,  bark,  orslabs^ 
covered  with  a  layer  of  mud  mortar.  (See  plate  41,  drawing  6.)  The 
beams  sliow  no  signs  of  the  saw  or  axe;  on  the  contrary,  they  appear  to 
have  been  hacked  off  by  means  of  srmie  very  imperfect  instrument.  On 
the  west  face  of  the  structure,  the  windows,  which  are  only  in  the  second 
story,  are  three  feet  two  inches  by  two  feet  two  inches.  On  the  north 
side,  they  are  only  in  the  second  and  third  stories,  and  are  as  small  as 
fourteen  by  fourteen  inches.  At  different  points  about  the  premises  were 
three  circular  apartments  sunk  in  the  ground,  the  walls  being  of  masonry. 
These  apartments  the  Pueblo  Indians  call  estuffas,  or  places  where  the 
people  htlJ  their  political  and  religious  meetings.  For  further  and  more 
detailed  information,  including  the  position  of  the  structure  with  respect 
to  the  (<)ur  cardinal  points,  I  refer  to  plate  2^. 
'i'he  Mce  of  the  ruius  is  a  knoll,  some  twenty  or  thirty  feet  above  the 
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snTTonnding  plain — the  Rio  Chaco  coursing  by  it,  two  or  three  hundred 
yards  distant,  and  no  wood  being  visible  within  the  circuit  of  a  mile. 

The  quarry  from  which  the  material  was  obtained  to  build  the  structure 
seems  to  have  been  just  back  of  our  camp. 

Hosta  says  this  pueblo  was  built  by  Montezuma  and  his  people,  when 
they  were  on  their  way  from  the  north  towards  the  south;  that,  after 
living  here  and  in  the  vicinity  for  a  while,  they  dispersed,  some  of  them 

S^in^  east  and  settling  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  others  south  into  Old 
exico. 

The  captain  of  the  Mexican  mounted  militia  informs  me  that  twenty 
of  his  men  have  deserted  since  they  joined  us  on  the  23d.  The^Iatilude 
of  this  camp  is  found  to  be  35°  56'  27" ;  its  longitude,  107®  46'. 

Ninth  camp,  August  27. — ^Not  finishing  our  examinations  at  the  ruins 
of  Pueblo  Pintado  yesterday  afternoon,  we  again  visited  theni  early  this 
morning.  On  digging  about  the  base  of  the  exterior  wall,  we  find  that, 
for  at  least  two  feet,  (the  depth  our  time  would  permit  us  to  go,)  the  same 
kind  of  masonry  obtains  below  as  above,  except  that  it  appears  more  com- 
pact. We  could  find  no  signs  of  the  genuine  arch  about  the  premises, 
the  lintels  of  the  doprs  and  windows  being  generally  either  a  number  of 
pieces  of  wood  laid  horizontally  side  by  side,  a  single  stone  slab  laid  in 
this  manner,  or  occasionally  a  series  of  smaller  ones  so  placed  horizou- 
taUy  upon  each  other  that,  whilst  presenting  the  form  of  a  sharp  angle, 
in  vertical  longitudinal  section,  they  would  support  the  weight  of  the  Sib- 
lie  above.  (See  this  last  indicated  in  plate  41,  drawing  4.)  Fragments 
of  pottery  lay  scattered  around,  the  colors  showing  taste  in  their  selection 
and  in  the  style  of  their  arrangement,  and  being  still  quite  bright.  (See 
plate  22.)  We  would  gladly,  had  time  permitted,  have  remained  longer 
to  dig  among  the  rubbish  of  the  past ;  but  the  troops  having  already  got 
some  mites  in  advance  of  us,  we  were  reluctantly  obliged  to  quit. 

Two  miles  over  a  slightly-rolling  country,  our  general  course  being  still 
northwest,  brought  us  to  the  commencement  of  the  Canon  de  Chaco,  its 
width  here  being  about  two  hundred  yards.  Friable  sandstone  rocks, 
massive  above,  stratified  below,  constitute  its  enclosing  walls.  Four  miles 
further,  on  the  right  side  of  the  canon,  is  a  habitation  excavated  in  the 
rockSy  its  front  wall  being  of  stone  and  mud  masonry.  The  height  of  the 
apartment  is  four  feet;  dimensions  in  plan,  fourteen  by  fourteen  feet;  and 
size  of  doorway,  two  by  two  feet.  Alongside  of  it  is  another  small 
apartment,  also  excavated  in  the  rocks. 

Bitnminous  coal  again  makes  its  appearance,  nine  miles  from  our  last 
eamp^  cropping  out  from  sandstone  rocks.  A  mile  further,  on  the  lefl- 
hana  side  of  (he  road,  is  a  stone  and  mortar  enclosure,  elliptical  in  shape, 
sixteen  by  eight  feet  in  plan,  and  having  two  equal  compartments.  About 
a  mile  fiirther  are  to  be  seen  a  number  of  very  large  sandstone  boulders, 
Tirhich  have  tumbled  from  the  rocks  above,  some  of  them  containing  prob- 
ably as  much  as  fifteen  thousand  cubic  feet.  In  some  instances,  I  no- 
ticed rocks  of  the  same  kindm  situ,  and  just  ready  to  tumble  down.  On 
several  of  these  boulders  were  found  a  number  of  hyeroglyphics — for  a 
lemesentation  of  which,  see  plates  23,  24,  and  25. 

Thirteen  miles  from  our  last  camp,  we  came  to  another  old  ruin,  called 
by  Carravahal  Pueblo  Weje-gi,  built,  like  Pueblo  Pintado,  of  very  thin 
tabular  pieces  of  compact  sandstone.  The  circuit  of  the  structure,  inclu- 
ding the  court,  was  near  seven  hundred  feet.    The  number  of  apartments 
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on  the  ground  floor,  judging  from  what  was  distinguishable,  was  probably 
ninety  nine.  The  highest  present  elevation  of  the  exterior  wall  is  about 
twenty -five  feet.  The  great  mass  of  rubbish  below,  however,  shows  that 
it  must  have  been  higher.  For  a  sketch  of  these  ruins,  in  combination 
with  the  magnificent  amorphous  rocks  of  the  north  wall  of  the  canon 
back  of  them,  see  plate  26;  and  for  their  ground  plan,  see  plate  27. 

The  view  from  these  ruins,  both  up  and  down  the  canon,  is  fine. 
Rocks  piled  upon  rocks  present  themselves  on  either  side,  and  in  such 
order  as  to  give  the  idea  of  two  parallel  architectural  facades,  converging 
at  either  extremity,  at  a  remote  distance.  Another  and  more  splendid 
view  burst  upon  us  as  we  turned  an  angle  of  the  canon,  just  before  reach- 
ing camp  The  chief  object  in  the  landscape  was  Mesa  fhchada,  a  circu- 
lar mound,  with  tableau  top,  rising  abruptly,  midway  in  the  caflon,  to  a 
height  of  from  three  hundred  to  four  hundred  feel.  The  combination  of 
this  striking  and  beautiful  oJuect  with  the  clear  sky  beyond,  against 
which  it  was  relieved,  in  connexion  with  lesser  mounds  at  its  base,  the 
serried  tents  of  the  command,  the  busy  scene  of  moving  men  and  animals 
in  the  vicinity,  and  the  curling  smoke  from  the  camp  fires,  made  up  a  pic- 
ture which  it  has  been  seldom  my  lot  to  witness. 

The  distance  travelled  to-day  was  14.86  miles.  The  road  was  tol- 
erably good.  Scrub  cedars,  very  thinly  scattered,  were  to  be  seen  on  the 
heights;  and  the  artemisia  characterized  the  flora.  Some  patches  of  good 
gramma  grass  could  occasionally  be  seen  along  the  Rio  Ghaco.  The  coun- 
try, as  usual,  on  account,  doubtiess,  of  constant  drought,  presented  one 
wide  expanse  of  barren  waste.  Frequently  since  we  left  the  Puerco  the 
soil  has  given  indications  of  containing  all  the  earthy  elements  of  fer- 
tility, but  the  refreshing  shower  has  been  wanting  to  make  it  productive. 
The  Rio  Chaco,  near  our  camp,  has  a  width  of  eight  feet,  and  a  depth 
ol  one  and  a  half.  Its  waters,  which  are  of  a  rich  clay  color,  can  only  be 
relied  upon  with  certainty  during  the  wet  season. 

August  28. — This  morning,  the  route  of  the  command  deviating  from 
the  Oafion  of  Chaco,  in  which  were  represented  to  be  some  more  ruins  of 
an  interesting  character,  I  obtained  permission  from  the  colonel  com- 
manding to  visit  them — it  being  my  intention  to  join  the  command  upon 
the  Chaco,  which  it  was  said  the  troops  would  strike  again  before  halting 
for  the  night.  I  took  with  me  Mr.  R.  H.  Kern  and  the  guide,  Carravahal, 
seven  mounted  Mexicans  accompanying  us  as  an  escort.  Mr.  E.  M.  Kern 
was  directed  to  continue  with  the  troops,  and  keep  up  the  topography  of 
the  route. 

Proceeding  down  the  canon  one  and  a  half  miles,  (its  general  course 
northwest  by  west,)  we  came  to  an  old  ruined  structure,  called  by  Carrava- 
hal  Pueblo  Una  Vida.  The  circuit  of  this  pueblo  we  found  on  measure- 
ment to  be  nine  hundred  and  ninety -four  feet.  The  structure  has  been 
built,  like  those  I  have  already  described,  of  very  thin  tabular  fine-grained 
sandstone^he  highest  present  elevation  of  the  main  walls  being  about 
fifteen  feet.  Two  stories  are  now  discoverable,  but  the  mass  of  debris  at 
the  base  of  the  walls  certainly  shows  that  there  must  originally  have  been 
more.  The  remains  of  four  circular  estuffas  are  still  apparent.  For  a  view 
of  these  ruins,  with  the  beautiful  Mesa  Fachada  in  the  distance,  see  plate 
28;  and  for  a  view  of  the  plan  of  the  pueblo^  so  &r  as  it  was  distinguish- 
able, see  plate  29. 
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A  mfle  further  down  the  canon,  we  came  to  another  paeblo  in  ruins, 
called  by  Carravahal  Hungn  Pavie^  which  he  interprets  Crooked  Nose. 
These  ruins  show  tlie  same  nicety  in  the  details  of  their  masonry  as  those  1 
have  already  described .  The  ground  plan  (for  which  see  plate  30)  shows 
an  extent  of  exterior  development  of  eieht  hundred  and  seventy-two  feet, 
and  a  number  of  rooms  upon  the  ground  floor  equal  to  seventy- two.  The 
stractiire  shows  the  existence  of  but  one  circular  e*^^,  and  this  is  placed 
in  the  body  of  the  north  portion  of  the  building,  midway  from  either  ex- 
tremity. This  estuffa  differs  from  the  others  we  have  seen,  in  having  a 
number  of  interior  counterforts.  The  main  walls  of  the  building  are  at 
base  two  and  three-quarter  feet  through,  and  at  this  time  show  a  height  of 
about  thirty  feet.  The  ends  of  the  floor  beams,  which  are  still  visible, 
plainly  showing  that  there  was  originally,  at  least,  a  vertical  series  of  four 
floors,  there  must  then  also  have  been  originally  at  least  a  series  of  four 
stories  of  rooms;  and  as  the  debris  at  the  base  of  the  walls  is  very  great, 
it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  there  may  have  been  even  mere.  The  floot 
beams,  which  are  round,  in  transverse  section,  and  eleven  inches  in 
diameter,  as  well  as  the  windows,  which  are  as  small  as  twelve  by  thir- 
teen inches,  have  been  arranged  horizbntally,  with  great  precision  and 
regularity.  Pottery,  as  usual,  was  found  scattered  about  the  premises — 
specimens  of  which  are  illustrated  in  plate  32. 

Continuing  down  the  canon  one  and  three  quarter  miles  farther,  we 
came  to  another  extensive  structure  in  ruins,  the  name  of  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  guide,  is  Pxieblo  Cheitro  Kettlcy  or,  as  he  interprets  it,  the 
Rain  Pueblo.  These  niins  have  an  extent  of  exterior  circuit,  inclusive  of 
flie  court,  of  about  thirteen  hundred  feet.  The  material  of  which  the 
structure  has  been  made,  as  also  the  style  of  the  masonry,  is  the  same  as 
that  of  the  ruined  pueblos  1  have  already  described — the  stone  a  sand- 
stone, and  the  beams  pine  and  cedar.  The  number  of  stories  at  present 
discoverable  is  four — there  having  been  originally  a  series  of  windows 
(four  and  a  half  by  three  and  a  half  feet)  in  the  first  storv,  which  are  now 
walled  up.  The  number  of  rooms  on  the  first  floor,  all  of  which  were 
distinguishable,  excepting  those  in  the  west  wing,  must  have  been  as 
many  as  one  hundred  and  twenty- four.  (See  ground  plan  of  structure  in 
plate  33.)  The  circular  esiuffas,  of  which  there  are  six  in  number,  have 
a  greater  depth  than  any  we  have  seen,  and  differ  from  them  also  in  ex- 
hibiting more  stories,  one  of  them  showing  certainly  two,  and  possibly 
three,  the  lowest  one  appearing  to  be  almost  covered  up  with  debru.  In 
the  northwest  corner  of  these  ruins  we  found  a  room  in  an  almost  perfect 
fstate  of  preservation,  a  sketch  of  which  can  be  seen  in  plate  34.  This 
loom  is  fourteen  by  seven  and  a  half  feet  in  plan,  and  ten  feet  in  elevation. 
It  has  an  outside  doorway,  three  and  a-half  feet  high  by  two  and  a 
quarter  wide,  and  one  at  its  west  end,  leading  into  the  adjoining  room, 
two  feet  wide,  and  at  present,  on  account  of  rubbish,  only  two  and  a  half 
feet  high.  The  stone  walls  still  have  their  plaster  upon  them,  in  a  tole- 
rable state  of  preservation.  On  the  south  wall  is  a  recess,  or  niche,  three 
feet  two  inches  high  by  four  feet  five  inches  wide  by  four  feet  deep.  Its 
position  and  size  naturally  suggested  the  idea  that  it  might  have  been  a 
fireplace;  but  if  so,  the  smoke  must  have  returned  to  the  room,  as  there 
was  DO  chimney  outlet  for  it.  In  addition  to  this  large  recess,  there  were 
three  smaller  ones  in  the  same  wall.     The  ceiling  showed  two  main 
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beamS;  laid  transversely;  on  these,  longitudinally,  were  a  number  of 
smaller  ones  in  juxta  position,  the  ends  being  tied  together  by  a  species 
of  wooden  fibre,  and  the  mterstices  chinked  in  with  small  stones;  on  these 
again,  transversely,  in  close  contact,  was  a  kind  of  lathing  of  the  odor  and 
appearance  of  cedar — all  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.  Depending  from 
the  beams  were  several  short  pieces  of  rope,  a  specimen  of  which  I  got. 
The  floor  of  the  room  is  covered  with  rubbish.  A.  large  quantity  of  pottery 
lay  strewed  about  the  niins. 

Two  hundred  yards  further  down  the  canon, in  its  north  wall,  are  to  be 
seen,  about  twelve  feet  from  the  ground,  upon  the  same  level,  and  within 
a  numberof  feet  of  each  other,  three  horizontal  perforations,  each  about  two 
feetin  diameter,  and  having  smaller  ones  between  them,  on  the  same  line  of 
level.  Besides  these  perforations,  there  were  other  small  ones  arranged 
in  a  vertical  line  from  the  ground  to  one  of  the  larger  ones.  What  the 
object  of  these  perforations  may  have  been,  it  is  difficult  to  divine,  unless, 
indeed,  back  of  the  larger  ones,  and  extending  from  one  to  the  other,  is 
an  excavation  which  may  answer  as  a  hiding-place — the  small  orifices  on 
the  same  level  serving  for  light  and  ventilation,  and  those  extending  from 
the  ground  to  one  of  the  large  ones  as  means  of  ascent,  thus  : 

Elevation  on  C  /?,  or  face  of  toall. 


Horizontal  section  on  A  J5,  or  plan  of  excavation. 


And  this  conjecture  agrees  with  the  statements  made  by  one  of  tlie 
Mexicans  with  me,  that  it  was  a  casa,  (house.)  It  is  to  be  regretted, 
however,  that  the  want  of  the  proper  appliances  to  insert  in  Jhe  holes  as 
steps  for  ascent,  together  with  the  necessity  of  hurrying  on  to  the  other 
labors  of  the  day,  did  not  permit  us  to  satisfy  our  miuds  upon  this  point. 
Below  the  perforations  on  the  face  of  the  rock  were  a  number  of  hiero- 
glyphics, which  are  represented  in  part  in  plate  35,  some  fragments  of 
the  drawings  having  become  lost. 

Two  or  three  hundred  yards  duwn  the  canon,  we  met  another  old  pue- 
bio  in  ruins,  called  Pueblo  Bonito.  For  a  distant  view  of  these  ruins, 
and  the  magnificent  rocks  back  of  them,  see  plate  36;  and  for  a  view  of 
its  north  elevation,  see  plate  39.     This  pueblo,  though  not  so  beautiful  in 
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the  arrangement  of  the  details  of  its  masonry  as  Pneblo  Piniadoy  is  yet 
saperior  to  it  in  point  of  preservation.  The  circuit  of  its  walls  is  about 
tturteen  hundred  feet.  Its  present  elevation  shows  that  it  has  had  at 
least  four  stories  of  apartments.  The  number  of  rooms  on  the  ground 
floor  at  present  discemable  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine.  In  this 
Mwmeraiion,  however,  are  not  included  the  apartments  which  are  not 
distiDguishable  in  the  east  portion  of  the  pueblo,  and  which  would  prob* 
Bbly  swell  the  number  to  about  two  hundred.  There,  then,  having  been 
It  least  four  stories  of  rooms,  and  supposing  the  horizontal  depth  of  the 
edifice  to  have  been  uniform  from  bottom  to  top,  or,  in  other  words,  not 
of  a  retreating  terrace  ferm  on  the  court  side^  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
infer  that  the  original  number  of  rooms  was  as  many  as  eight  hundred. 
But,  as  the  latter  supposition  (as  will  be  shown  presently)  is  probably  the 
D»st  tenable,  there  must  be  a  reduction  from  this  number  of  one  range 
of  rooms  for  every  story  after  the  first;  and  this  would  lessen  the  number 
to  six  hundred  and  forty-one.  The  number  of  esttiffas  is  four-  the  largest 
being  sixty  feet  in  diameter,  showing  two  stories  in  height,  and  having 
aprewnt  depth  of  twelve  feet.  All  these  estujfas  are,  as  in  the  case  of 
tte  others  I  have  seen,  cylindrical  in  shape,  and  nicely  walled  up  with 
thin  tabular  stone.  Among  the  ruins  are  several  rooms  in  a  very  good 
stale  of  preservation — one  of  them  (near  the  northwest  corner  of  the  north 
ninge)  being  walled  up  with  alternate  beds  of  large  and  small  stones,  the 
J^larity  of  the  combination  producing  a  very  pleasing  eflFect.  (See  draw- 
ing No.  2,  plate  41.)  The  ceiling  of  this  room  (see  plate  38)  is  also  more 
tasteful  than  any  we  have  seen — the  transverse  beams  being  smaller  and 
more  numerons,  and  the  longitudinal  pieces  which  rest  upon  them  only 
8bout  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  beautifully  regular.  These  latter  have 
lomewhat  the  appearance  of  barked  willow.  The  room  has  a  doorway 
ttcach  end  and  one  at  the  side,  each  of  them  leading  into  adjacent  apart- 
ments. The  light  is  let  in  by  a  window,  two  feet  by  eight  inches,  on  the 
north  side.  There  was  among  the  ruins  another  room,  which,  on  account 
of  the  lateness  of  the  hour  and  the  consequent  despatch  of  our  examina- 
tioo,  escaped  our  scrutiny.  This  room  having  been  represented  by  As- 
sistant Surgeon  J.  H.  Hammond  and  Mr.  J.  L.  Collins  (both  of  whom 
•farted  from  camp  with  us)  as  being  more  perfect  in  its  details  than  any 
of  the  others  we  had  visited,  and  as  indicating  the  use  of  smooth  plank 
iu  the  flooring,  I  requested  the  former  to  iurnish  me  with  a  description  of 
it.  This  description  (thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  the  doctor)  will  be  found 
in  the  appendix  ^'C' 

Besides  the  ruins  of  the  main  structure,  there  were  some  others  lying 
just  to  the  northeast  of  the  pueblo,  along  the  wall  of  the  canon. 

A  few  hundred  yards  further  down  the  caflon,  we  fell  in  with  another 
poeblo  in  ruins,  called  by  the  guide  Hueb^o  del  Arroyo,  the  circuit  of 
which  was  about  one  hundred  feet.  The  day,  however,  being  far  gone,. 
*nd  the  camp  of  the  command  doubtless  many  miles  in  advance  of  us^ 
We  were  obliged  reluctantly  to  forego  the  critical  examination  of  these 
nrins  which  we  would  have  been  pleased  to  give  them. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  further,  we  came  to  another  small  ruined  edi- 
fce;  and  half  a  mile  further,  to  still  another— the  style  and  construction  of 
fiach  bein?  the  same  as  of  those  already  described,  except  that  the  stones 
of  the  walls  were  a  little  larger. 
All  the  rains  we  have  seen  to-day,  up  to  this  point,  have  been,  en  the 
Ex.— 6 
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north  side  of  the  cafion,  and  within  a  few  feet  of  its  escarpment  wall,  tht 
sandstone  rocks  composing  it  being  magnificently  amorphous,  and  run- 
ning up  to  a  height  of  about  one  hundred  feet.  Two  miles  further  down 
the  canon,  but  on  its  left  or  south  bank,  we  came  to  another  pueblo  in 
ruins,  called  by  the  guide  Pueblo  de  Penasca  Blanca,  the  circuit  of 
which  I  ascertained  to  be,  approximately,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
feet.  This  is  the  largest  pueblo  in  plan  we  have  seen,  and  differs 
from  others  in  the  arranagement  of  the  stones  composing  its  walls.  Th« 
walls  of  the  other  pueblos  were  all  of  one  uniform  character  in  the  sev- 
eral beds  composing  it;  but  in  this  there  is  a  regular  alternation  of  large 
and  small  stones,  the  effect  of  which  is  both  unique  and  beautiiul.  The 
largest  stones,  which  are  about  one  foot  in  length,  and  one  half  a  foot  in 
thickness,  form^  but  a  single  bed,  and  then, alternating  with  these,  aie 
three  or  four  beds  of  very  small  stones,  each  about  an  inch  in  thickness. 
(See  drawing  No.  2,  plate  41,  for  an  illustration  of  this  style  of  masonry.) 
The  general  plan  of  the  structure  also  differs  from  the  others  in  approx- 
imating the  form  of  the  circle.  The  number  of  rooms  at  present  discov- 
erable upon  the  first  floor  is  one  hundred  and  twelve;  and  the  existing 
walls  show  that  there  have  been  at  least  three  stories  of  apartments.  The 
number  of  circular  estuffas  we  counted  was  seven. 

The  question  now  arises,  as  we  have  seen  all  the  ruins  in  this  quarter, 
What  was  the  form  of  these  buildings? — I  mean  as  regards  the  continuity 
or  non- continuity  of  its  front  and  rear  walls.  Were  these  walls  one 
plain  surface  from  bottom  to  top,  as  in  the  United  States,  or  were  they 
interrupted  each  story  by  a  terrace,  as  is  the  case  with  the  modern  pueblo 
buildings  in  New  Mexico? 

The  front  or  exterior  walls  were  evidently  one  plain  surface  from  bot- 
tom to  top;  because,  whenever  we. found  them  in  their  integrity,  which  we 
did  for  as  many  as  four  stories  in  height,  we  always  noticed  them  to  be  un- 
interruptedly plain. 

The  rear  walls,  however,  were,  in  no  instance  that  I  recollect  of,  fouui 
to  extend  higher  than  the  commencement  of  the  second  story;  and  th< 
partition  walls  were,  if  my  memory  is  not  at  feult,  correspondingly  step 
like  in  their  respective  altitudes.  The  idea,  then,  at  once  unfolds  itself,  thai 
jn  elevation  the  inner  wall  must  have  been  a  series  of  retreating  svir&ces 
or,  what  would  make  this  necessary,  each  story  on  the  inner  or  court  sid< 
must  have  been  terraced.  This  idea  also  gathers  strength  from  the  fac 
that  we  saw  no  indications  of  any  internal  mode  of  ascent  from  story  U 
story,  and  therefore  that  some  exterior  mode  must  have  been  resorted  to— 
.such  as,  probably,  ladders,  which  the  terrace  form  of  the  several  storiei 
would  make  very  convenient.  Again,  the  terrace  form  of  the  storiei 
would  best  conduce  to  light  and  ventilation  for  the  interior  ranges  o 
apartments.  The  idea,  then,  which  Mr.  R.  H.  Kern  was  the  first  U 
suggest — that  these  pueblps  were  terraced  on  their  inner  or  court  side — i 
,not  without  strong  grounds  of  probability;  and  it  is  in  consonance  witl 
this  idea  that,  in  his  restoration  of  the  Pueblo  Hungo  Painc,  (see  plate  31, 
he  has  given  it  the  form  exhibited  in  the  drawing  .♦ 

It  is  a  curious  &ct,  that  in  no  single  instance  did  we  find  in  thes 

ruins  either  a  chimney  or  a  fireplace,  unless,  indeed^  the  recesses  describe! 

\  

*UnwUtirgly  Mr.  Kern  has  fallen  one  story  short  of  the  Dumber  the  ruins  exhibited.  I 
their  restortd  state,  four  stories  should  appear. 
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|»  existing  in  some  of  the  rooms  were  used  as  fireplaces,  which  their 
slight  height,  as  well  as  deprivation  of  chimney  flues,  would  scarcely  au- 
thorize. Neither  were  there  any  indications  of  the  use  of  iron  about  the 
premises. 

Iq  r^rd  to  the  position  of  the  several  structures  in  respect  to  the  four 
trae  cardinal  points  of  the  heavens,  it  deviated  in  every  instance  more  or 
less  from  them;  but  iii  no  instance  was  the  variation  from  the  nux-gnetio 
ordinal  points  moje  than  five  degrees,  except  in  the  case  of  the  Pueblo 
Ciw  Fiflfa,  where  U  was  as  great  as  fifteen  degrees  east.  The  magnetic 
matiou  of  the  needle  from  the  true  pole  being,  at  these  localities,  about 
liurteen  and  a  half  degrees  east,  the  deviation  from  the  four  tri^e  cardinal 
pints,  in  the  case  of  the  PueMo  Una  Vida,  would  then  be  as  much  m 
treoty  eight  and  a  half  degrees.  In  the  case,  however,  of  all  the  other 
joeblos,  it  was  but  a  very  few  degrees. 

In  regard  to  the  origin  of  these  remains,  there  is  nothing  that  I  can 
kam  conclusive  in  relation  to  it.  Hosta,  one  of  the  most  intelligent 
Pueblo  Indians  1  have  seen,  says,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  that  they 
vere  built  by  Montezuma  and  his  people,  when  on  their  way  from  the 
Aorth  to  the  region  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  to  Old  Mexico.  Sandoval, 
a^erv  intelligent  Navajo  chief,  also  says  they  were  built  bv  Montezuma^ 
Ittt  further  states  that  the  Navajos  and  all  the  other  Indians  were  once 
fei  cue  people,  and  Uved  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Silver  mountain;  that 
tUs  mountain  is  ^bout  one  hundred  miles  north  of  the  €haco  ruins; 
far  ihe  Pueblo  Indians  separated  from  them,  (the  Navajos,)  and  built 
towns  on  the  Rio  Grande  and  its  tributaries,  but  that  ^'their  house  con- 
toues  to  be  the  hut  made  of  bushes."  Nothing  more  satisfactory  than 
Ihis  have  I  been  able  to  ^t  from  either  Indians  or  Mexicans. 

On  Coiton's  map  of  North  America,  however,  I  notice  that  Humboldt 
is  made  to  locate  the  residence  of  the  Aztecs,  in  the  twelfth  century,  be-  * 
tveeu  the  thirty -sixth  and  thirty-seventh  parallels  of  north  latitude,  and 
the  one  hundred  and  ninth  and  one  hundred  and  twelfth  meridians  of 
vest  longitude;  but  upon  what  ground  the  great  explorer  has  based  this 
bypotliesis,  I  know  not,  for  I  have  not  his  works  at  hand  to  consult.  Thi$ 
(biag,  however,  is  certain:  the  ruins  I  have  described  were  found  upon 
4e  Rio  Chaco;  they  are  evidently,  from  the  similarity  of  thyeir  style 
and  mode  of  constniction,  of  a  common  origin;  they  discover  in  the 
inaterials  of  which  they  are  composed,  as  well  as  in  the  grandeur  of  their 
<^e$igQ  and  superiority  of  their  workmanship,  a  condition  of  architectural 
txcdience  beyond  the  power  of  the  Indians  or  New  Mexicans  of  the 
pr^Qtday  to  exhibit;  and  they  are  all  situated  between  the.  thirty-sixth 
aod  thirty  seventh  parallels  of  north  latitude,  and  near  the  one  hundred 
^eighth  degree  of  west  longitude.  It  is,  then,  not  at^ll  improbable  that 
^y  are  the  identical  ruins  to  which  Humboldt  has  referred. 

But  it  may  be  said,/'  It  is  true  these  remains  discover  a  race  of  men 
«operior  to  the  natives! of  New  Mexico  of  the  present  day;  but  where  are 
tbe  evidences  of  the  very  high  stage  of  civilization  to  which  the  Aztecs 
tte  said  by  historians  to  have  attained  in  Anahuac  ?  Where  are  the  evi- 
nces of  a  mechanical  knowledge  equal  to  that  which  must  have  been 
ttocised  in  the  construction  of  the  temple  of  Xochicalco,  the  palaces  of 
Tezcotzinco,  and  the  colossal  calender  stone  in  the  capital. '  '*  But,  waiving 

*  Piucott^B  Ck^Dqucft  of  Mexico,  yol.  I,  pp.  142,  182-185 ;  vol.  II,  Ap.,  part  I,  noto  73. 
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the  question  whether  these  remains  are  not  of  Toltec,  rather  than  of  Aztec 
origin^  or  of  an  origin  yet  more  remote,  is  it  at  all  an  impossible  thing 
that  a  people  who  could  show  the  ingenuity  and  skill  which  the  reins  of 
Chaco  attest  could  also,  self-instructed,  by  the  time  of  the  Spanish  conr 
quest,  or  within  the  space  of  three  centuries,  (the  interval  between  th^ 
twelfth  and  fifteenth  centuries,)  have  made  such  advances  in  the  mechanic 
arts  as  to  be  equal  to  the  work  in  question?  And  still  further,  is  it 
not  very  likely  that,  as  history  bases  the  advanced  state  of  the  arts  among 
the  Aztecs  of  Anahuac  more  upon  the  superior  attainments  of  their  pre- 
decessors, the  Toltecs,  and  their  contemporaries,  the  Tezcucans,*  than 
upon  their  own  spontaneous,  self- instructed  efforts — is  it  not  very  Hkely,  I 
say,  that,  under  such  favorable  auspices,  the  Aztecs  could  have  attained 
to  the  degree  of  proficiency  ascribed  to  them  ?  The  foregoing  fkcts  and 
reflections,  it  is  true,  do  not  with  certainty  yS^z  an  Aztec  origin  to  the  ruins 
of  the  Chaco;  but  they  go  to  show  that,  as  far  as  is  known,  there  is  noth- 
ing to  invalidate  the  hypothesis,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  great  deal  to 
make  it  probable. 

Gregg,  in  his  excellent  work  upon  New  Mexico,  entitled  "  Commerce  of 
the  Prairies, "t  speaking  of  one  of  the  Chaco  ruins,  Pueblo  BowitOj  re- 
marks, (most  probably  from  information  derived  from  others,)  that  it  re- 
sembles so  much  those  of  Casas  Grandes  as  to  make  it  probable  that 
they  were  originally  built  by  the  same  people;  and,  as  he  seems  to  adopt 
the  idea  of  the  historian  Clavigero,  that  these  latter  are  of  Aztec  origin, 
the  inference  is,  that  he  also  attributes  the  former  to  the  same  source. 
Wislizenus,  on  the  contrary,  in  his  interesting  "  Memoir  of  a  Tour  to  North- 
ern Mexico  in  1846  and  1847, "J  says,  (he  professes  only  to  speak  from 
report,)  that  the  ruins  of  Ceistzs  Grandes  are  "built  of  culobes  and  wood 
squared,"  and  have  "  a  gallery  of  wood  and  staircase  from  the  outside." 
If,  then,  the  information  derived  by  Wislizenus  be  correct,  these  ruins  can- 
not be  said  to  resemble  those  of  the  Chaco,  for  the  latter  are  built  eniirely 
of  stofiey  and,  besides,  do  not  discover  the  slightest  evxdences  of  ever  hav- 
ing had  exterior  *^  galleries"  or  staircases.  It  is  most  probable,  then,  that 
they  are  not  both  of  the  same,  or  of  Aztec  origin;  but  as,  with  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, I  am  inclined  to  doubt  the  Aztec  origin  of  the  former,  or  those  of 
Casas  Grandesy  so  am  I  equally  strong  in  the  opinion  that  those  of  the 
latter,  the  Chaco  ruins,  are  of  that  origin. 

Major  Emory  also,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  (to  be  found  in  appen- 
dix No.  I  of  his  "  Reconnaissance  in  New  Mexico,")  speaking  of  the  ruins 
on  the  Rio  €ft7a,says:  "  My  own  impression  is,  that  the  many  ruins  we 
saw  on  the  Gila  might  well  be  attributed  to  Indians  of  the  races  we  saw  in 
New  Mexico,  and  on  the  Gila  itself.  I  mean  by  the  last  the  Pimos,  who 
might  eaisily  hana  lost  the  art  of  building  adobe  ox  mud  houses."  It 
'Would  then  seem  to  be  very  probable  that  not  only  were  the  ruins  of  the 
Chaco  of  Aztec  origin,  but,  as  far  as  has  been  at  present  discovered,  it  is 
not  at  all  unlikely  that  they,  instead  of  those  on  or  near  the  Gila,  consta- 
tuled  the  last  resting  place  of  this  people  before  entering  upon  the  con- 
quest of  Anahuac. 

The  great  historian  Robertson,  it  is  said,  has  stated  (I  have  not  his 
works  near  me  to  verify  the  fact,)  that  "  there  is  not  in  all  the  extent  of 

*  PrescoifB  Conquest  of  Mexico,  vol.  3,  pp.  215,  316,  414. 
fVol.  1,  pp.  283-285. 
1  Page  59. 
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Jfev  Spfthi  any  monmnent  or  vestige  of  a  building  more  ancient  than  the 
eonqHest;  that  the  temple  of  Choltda  is  nothing  but  a  mound  of  solid 
earth,  withont  any  facing,  or  any  steps,  covered  with  grass  and  shrubs; 
tod  that  the  houses  of  the  peojde  of  Mexico  are  mere  huts,  built  with 
toif  or  branches  of  trees,  like  those  of  the  rudest  Indians."*  However 
apfdicabfe  this  may  be  to  the  ancient  remains  said  to  have  been  found  in 
New  Spain — and  I  have  no  reason,  from  ray  reading,  to  believe  it  so — ^it 
eatain{y  cannot  be  }Nredicated  of  those  discovered  on  the  Rio  Chaco. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  journal  of  our  route:  The  last  ruins  passed^ 
le  obtained  from  the  same  eminence  on  which  they  are  situated  a  fine 
W9  of  the  Tumecha  mountains,  some  forty  miles  off,  to  the  west,  and 
ikeir  apparent  range  very  nearly  perpendicular  to  our  course,  and  the  waters 
«f  the  Chaco,  glittering  under  the  rays  of  an  opposite  and  declining  sun, 
mrsing  their  way  as  far  as  they  could  be  seen  towards  them.  Already 
itvas  5  o'clock  p.  m.,and  no  signs  of  the  camp  of  the  troops  were  visible. 
lliineen  miles  more  were  made  by  us — the  darkness  of  the  night  having 
come  upon  us — and  still  the  camp  was  not  in  view.  Just  at  this  moment, 
1  strange  horse  neighed  directly  in  front  of  us.  I  felt  assured  that  we  had 
It  last  reached  the  camp.  An  exclamation  of  joy  from  me  was  the  natural 
eonseqaence;  and  I  cried  out  loud  enough  to  get  a  response  from  it,  if  such 
it  was.  All ,  however,  was  as  silent  as  death.  The  thought  then  flashed 
ipoa  me,  we  have  perchance  got  into  a  Navajo  snare,  and  I  prepared  my 
iieanns  accordingly.  The  sergeant,  however,  soon  ascertained  that  the 
borse  was  an  American  one,  and  had  a  laricU  (a  long  halter)  upon  him* 
This  at  once  gave  me  the  idea  that  the  camp,  if  not  just  at  hand,  could  not ' 
be  fer  off.  I  therefore  again  gave  the  word,  ^'  Forward.'*  We  had,  how^ 
€fer,  not  gone  more  than  fifty  yards  before  I  heard  a  voice  calling  out, 
lithin  but  a  few  yards  of  me,  **Simpson!  Simpson!  come  over  here.'* 
Orer  an  intermediate  stream  I  went,  and  who  should  I  find  stretched 
«it  for  a  Qight^s  repose  but  Doctor  Hammond!  It  appears  that  the  doc- 
tor and  Mr.  Collins,  both  of  whom  had  preceded  us  from  the  ruins  in 
leafch  of  camp,  had,  up  to  this  point,  not  fallen  in  with  it;  and  the  former 
Uieviag  that  it  jnrouid  be  better  to  wait  where  he  was  for  the  troops,  and 
4e  latter  that  it  was  preferable  to  strike  oflF  south  from  the  river  in  search 
tf  Aem,  they  had  both  acted  correspondingly — the  doctor  spreading  out  his 
bf^seblanket  and  overcoat  as  a  pallet  for  tiie  night,  and  Mr.  Collins  taking 
tff  with  him  the  two  or  three  Pueblo  Indians  they  had  had  in  company  with 
tbeni.  Of  course,  this  accidental  meeting  was  congratulatory  on  hoth  sides: 
lad  particularly  fortunate  was  it  for  the  doctor  that  he  was  awake  to  hail  us 
18  we  were  passing;  for  had  it  been  otherwise,  his  horse,  which  one  of  the 
escort  was  taking  away  with  him,  would  have  been  found  missing  in  the 
ttoming,  and  he,  consequently,  in  rather  a  iielpless  plight. 

indging  from  the  information  given  me  by  the  guide  that  the  country 
alfflitied  of  the  commands  striking  the  Chaco  about  iwo  miles  lower  down, 
(vhich  it  will  be  recollected  I  was  told  before  ieaviug  camp  they  would 
i»  before  encamping,)  the  doctor  consenting  to  aca)mpany  us,  we  pushed 
en  that  distance,  but  only  to  be  again  disappointed.  The  consequence 
vas,  that  we  were  obliged  to  come  to  a  halt  and  bivouac  for  the  night.  Not 
anticipating  anything  of  this  kind  when  we  left  the  troops,  neither  Mr. 
Kern,  the  doctor,  nor  myself  had  brought  with  us  any  provisions  or  bed 

*  See  Mii«eiiai  of  Foreign  Literftture  ud  ScioDce,  Pjiiladelphioi  vol.  VII,  page  16d. 
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dothing.  The  Mexicans,  however,  kindly  shared  their  afole  (a  sort  rf 
thin  mush)  with  us;  and,  clubbing  oiir  horse-blankets  and  overcoats  to- 
jB^ether,  our  saddles  serving  as  pillows,  we  prepared  for  ourselves  a  tolera- 
bly comfortable  bed. 

The  whole  distance  travelled  to-day  was  about  twenty-three  miles;  and, 
considering  the  amount  of  labor  we  accomplished  at  the  ruins,  we  look 
upon  our  day's  work  as  being  considerable. 

The  soil  in  the  Carton  de  Ghaco,  though  now  very  arid,  seems  to  pos- 
sess the  elements  of  fertility;  and,  probably,  when  the  mined  pueblos  along 
it  were  instinct  with  life,  it  was  cultivated.  The  water  of  the  Rio  Chaco 
has  been  gradually  increasirjg  in  volume  in  proportion  as  we  descended. 
The  flora  and  sylva  have  been,  as  usual,  the  artemisia  and  a  stunted 
growth  of  cedar,  the  latter  here  and  there  sparsely  disposed  on  the  table 
lands. 

Eleventh  camp^  August  30. — ^AU  had  a  good  night  of  it,  notwithstand- 
ing our  untoward  circumstances.  The  Mexicans  again,  from  their  little 
stock,  furnished  us  with  a  sufficiency  to  cause  us  to  feel  that  we  had  a 
breakfast.  Believing  that  we  were  in  advance  of  the  troops,  and  that, 
therefore,  they  would  meet  us,  I  determined  to  wait  for  them  where  we 
were.  In  the  mean  time,  I  examined  the  geological  structure  of  the  rocks 
forming  the  enclosing  walls  of  the  caiion.  Beginning  at  the  base 
and  proceeding  upwards,  I  found,  first,  a  bed  of  impure  bituminous  coal 
five  feet  thick;  next,  a  stratum  of  argillaceous  earth  twelve  feet  thick;  next, 
two  feet  of  argillaceous  rockof  aieddish  ferruginous  aspect,  presenting  evi- 
dences of  induration  by  heat;  and  last,  forming  the  crowning  rock  of  the 
whole,  an  amorphous  yellow  sandstone,  interstratified  with  gray  argillace- 
ous shale,  of  about  two  feet  in  thickness.  Upon  the  Pdus  of  the  escarpment 
I  picked  up  also  some  fragments  of  selenite.  The  formation  just  described 
has  characterized  the  country  generally  ever  since  we  left  the  Rio  Puerco^ 

Between  10  and  11  o^clock  a.  m.,  Carravahal,  who  had  gone  with  my 
reconnoitring  glass  up  the  neighboring  misa  height  to  look  out  for  the 
command,  giving  a  shout,  we  were  at  once  convinced  that  some  person  or 

Sersons  were  approaching.  And, sure  enough,  not  many  minutes  elapsed 
efore  we  noticed  Mr.  Collins  coming  down  the  caiion  with  a  party  of 
fifteen  Indians.  He  had  come  to  look  us  up,  and  supply  us  with  something 
to  eat.  Last  night,  after  a  hard  ride,  he  had  fellen  in  with  the  main  camp, 
some  ten  miles  south  from  the  river.  Satidovetl,  the  Navajo  guide  with  the 
command,  it  appeared,  had  either  honestly  changed  his  mind  about  striking 
the  Rio  Chaco,  or  his  intentions  had  unwittingly  been  misinterpreted,  or 
he  had  in  view  something  sinister.  But,  be'  this  as  it  may,  we  again 
started  off  to  lind  the  troops  at  their  next  camp — our  course  continuing 
to  be,  for  the  first  ten  miles,  as  yesterday,  northwest  by  west,  and  imme- 
diately down  the  canon.  Having  proceeded  five  and  a  half  miles,  we  passed 
a  mound,  which,  the  Indians  perceiving,  they  rushed  towards  in  amass> 
to  provide  themst^lves  with  some  of  the  red  paint  which  crops  out  near  its 
summit.  It  was  not  many  minntes  before  they  came  dashing  upon  us 
again,  their  faces  totally  coated  with  paint,  <ind  with  them  a  Mexican, 
having,  not  orjly  his  face,  but  the  sleeves  of  his  shirt,  of  a  deep  red  color; 
and  soon  after  I  noticed,  not  only  this  fellow's  entire  clofhing,  but  even 
his  mule's  head,  of  this  barbarous  complexion — the  object  being,  doubtless, 
to  give  him  the  ferocious,  bloody  look  which,  in  his  soul,  probably,  he 
felt  be  could  testify  in  no  other  way.    About  this  locality  were  some  fresh 
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fccn  tracks  visible,  supposed  to  be  those  of  Navajo  spies  who  had  been 
dogging  as.  A  mile  further,  wecarrie  to  a  heniispherical  mound,  fifteen 
feet  high,  and  of  about  fifty  feet  base.  At  the  base,  coal  crops  out.  Im- 
mediately above  is  a  blue  rock,  apparently  argillo-calcareous,  two  feet  thick, 
blackened  as  if  by  fire.  Above  this,  and  forming  the  chief  covering,  is  a 
grayish-white  pulverulent  nnlass,  intermingled  with  fragments  of  red  argil- 
laceous rock,  also  showing  marks  of  heat;  and  immediately  at  the  apex, 
or  summit,  are  fragments  of  the  same  kind  of  rock,  highly  scoriaceous.  Is 
it  not  reasonable  to  presume  that  here  has  been  a  slight  upheave  from  be- 
kv,  attended  with  fusion — indeed,  a  volcano  on  a  small  scale? 

liCaving  the  cafion  at  a  point  about  ten  miles  fit)m  our  place  of  bivouac, 
we  strack  a  general  course  south  of  west — the  country  for  the  next  ten 
iBiles  being  a  barren  waste  of  broken  hills  and  arid  plains,  and  some  of 
the  hills  being  so  steep  as  to  require  us  to  lead  oiur  horses  down  them, 
tod  even  then  at  the  risk  of  their  limbs — the  soil  of  the  plains  presenting 
very  much  the  levity  and  color  of  ashes,  and  looking,  if  possible,  more  un- 
to a  cttr$e  than  the  generality  of  that  we  have  passed  over.  This  dis- 
fcnce  traversed,  we  got  in  the  midst  of  a  most  singular  profusion  and  con- 
fasionof  deep,  rugged  ravines,  and  high  sandstone  rocks,  of  almost  every 
Aape  and  character  imaginable.  Here  were  at  once  to  be  seen  domes, 
pillars,  turrets,  pinnacles,  spires,  castles,  vases,  tables,  pitched  roofs,  and 
a  number  of  other  objects  oi  a  well-defined  figurative  character,  specimens 
of  two  of  which  will  be  seen  in  plate  .42.  The  base  of  these  formations  is 
tn  argillaceous  firiable  rock. 

At  length,  reaching  the  brow  of  the  Tumecha  valley,  much  to  ottr  joy, 
we  could  see  in  a  direction  south  of  west  the  camp  of  the  troops,  some  seven 
or  eight  miles  oflT,  the  tents  appearing  at  times  like  white  specks,  and  cheer- 
ing us  by  the  peaceftil  blue  smoke  with  which  they  were  canopied.  The 
intermediate  plain,  of  an  ash-colored,  herbless,  forbidding  character,  rapidly 
traversed,  it  was  not  long  before  we  were  entering  camp,  much  to  the  grat- 
ification of  our  comrades,  who,  it  appeared,  had  felt  no  little  anxiety  on  our 
wcount,  and  greatly  to  our  own  satisfaction. 

Our  day's  travel  has  been  about  twenty-nine  miles.  Tlie  water  at  this 
tttrop,  of  a  highly  alkaline  character,  is  obtained  from  dug  pits.  JVood  of  a 
•hnib  or  bush  character  is  used  for  fuel.  There  being  no  grass  near,  fod- 
te  is  obtained  fropri  the  green  cornfields  of  the  Navajos  in  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Kern' having  been  directed,  on  my  diverging  from  the  route 
«f  the  troops,  to  keep  up  the  topography  of  the  country  through  which 
*ey  would  pass,  the  following  is  his  journal  for  the  two  days  we  have 
Seen  separated: 

^^  Tenth  camp,  AuguM  28. — ^Raised  camp  at  7  o'clock.  General  course 
west.  About  nine  miles  from  our  camp  of  last  night,  on  our  left,  about 
feTee  miles  distant,  appeared  the  ruins  of  an  old  pueblo.  The  mesa  that 
fcnned  the  left  side  of  the  Cafion  de  Chaco  turns  off  square  opposite  the 
Mesa  Pachada,  and  runs  in  a  southerly  direction,  leaving  qn  our  left  a  plain, 
•lightly  broken  by  gullies  and  isolated  hills. 

"The  road  to  day  has  been  very  interesting  on  account  of  the  curious 
nndstone  formations,  having  much  the  appearance  of  a  large  ruined  city. 
These  places  rendered  the  rOad  somewhat  difficult.  Camped  to-night  at 
•ome  pools  of  water,  sufficient  for  the  camp.  Petrified  wood  along  the 
nver.    Made  24.50  miles. 

^^iSkventh  campy  August  29. — ^Moved*  at  T  o'clock.    The  artillery,  at 
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about  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  turned  a  short  distance  to  the  left  to  avoid  a 
bad  ascent  of  the  mesa.  The  country  of  the  same  character  as  of  yester- 
day, but  road  better.  A  few  uninteresting  ruins  of  old  houses  in  the 
rocks.  Broken  bluffs  on  the  right.  Camped  at  some  Indian  wells.  Made 
14.60  miles.     No  vegetation  to  speak  of  for  the  past  two  days." 

Astronomical  observations  ^ive  for  the  latitude  of  this  camp  36°  04'  36"; 
for  the  longitude,  108^  39'  30". 

TiDclfth  camp,  Auffust  30. — Several  Navajo  men  and  women  were  yes- 
terday afternoon  and  this  morning  in  our  last  camp.  They  said  the  troops 
had  come  over  sooner  than  they  had  expected;  that  their  people  were  yet 
living  on  their  cornfields  near  by;  and  that  they  had  collected  some 
fifteen  horses  and  mules,  and  a  number  of  sheep,  to  deliver  up,  according 
to  the  requirements  which  the  colonel  commanding  had  made  of  them, 
through  Brevet  Major  Grier,  some  weeks  previous,  at  Jemez;  that  they 
would  conform  to  the  treaty  which  Colonel  Nuby  had  made  with  them: 
did  not  want  to  fight,  <fcc. 

The  women  I  noticed  wore  blankets,  leggins,  and  moccasins — the 
blankets  being  confined  about  the  waist  by  a  girdle.  They  bestrode  their 
horses  a  la  mode  deshommes.  One  of  them,  on  horseback,  had  a  child  at 
her  breast,  confined  on  its  back  to  a  board,  the  upper  portion  canopied  by 
a  fi*ame  of  willow  work,  to  protect  its  head  from  the  weather. 

The  troops  decamped  this  morning  at  seven — their  course,  which  was  up 
the  valley  of  the  Tumecha,  being  generally  about  northwest.  Having  pro- 
ceeded five  and  a  half  miles,  a  most  splendid  view  of  the  peaks  of  the  Ojo» 
Calientes  (Warm  springs)  presented  itself  to  our  front.  This  view  may 
be  seen  in  plate  43 — several  Navajos,  in  costume,  being  exhibited  in  the  fcre- 
ground,  gazing  at  the  troops  in  the  distance  beyond .  These  splendid  peaka 
first  appeared  to  view  yesterday,  from  the  brow  of  the  Tumecha  valley.  Two 
miles  further,  another  body  of  Navajos  appeared  in  front  of  us,  about  a 
mile  distant,  who,  as  we  approached,  discovered  themselves  to  be  mounted. 
Soon  the  Pueblo  Indians,  who  were  in  the  advance,  were  scampering  off 
to  commingle  with  them;  and,  dressed  as  they  all  were  in  their  costumes^ 
they  formed  quite  an  interesting  and  formidable  group.  Several  of  the 
Navajos,  I  noticed,  wore  helmet-shaped  caps,  which  were  in  some  instance* 
heightened  in  picturesque  effect  by  being  set  off  with  a  bunch  of  eagles* 
feathers. 

One  of  them,  I  observed,  had  hair  approaching  to  red,  and  looked,  as 
was  observed  by  several,  very  much  like  a  white  man  painted.  Another 
man,  who  was  quite  old,  and  of  very  large  frame,  had  a  grave  and  con- 
templative countenance,  not  unlike,  as  many  of  the  ofiicers  remarked,  (1 
hope  the  comparison  will  be  pardoned,)  that  of  General  Washington. 
Some  of  them  were  almost  naked — one  of  them  entirely  so,  excepting  his 
breech-cloth,  his  whole  person  at  the  same  time  looking  ghastly,  on 
account  of  a  kind  of  whitewash  with  which  it  was«covered. 

Colonel  Washington  and  his  staff  having  remained  among  the  group 
sufficiently  long  to  enable  the  main  body  of  the  troops  to  come  up,  the 
word  was  given  by  hiui,  "Tell  Sandoval  to  direct  these  people  to  go  for- 
ward !"  Soon  I  could  see  the  whole  body  of  Indians  (Pueblos  and 
Navajos)  moving  in  a  cloud  of  dust  in  advance  of  us.  A  dark,  porten- 
tous cloud  was  hovering  at  the  time  over  the  Tumecha  mountains  beyond, 
the  forked  lightning  ever  and  anon  darting  vividly  athwart  it;  the  beautiful 
jeakfi  of  the  Ojos  Calientes   lay  quartering  to  the  right;  and  in  rear 
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oonld  be  seen  the  main  command— first  the  packs,  then  the  infimtrjr,  and 
last  the  artillery^  (which,  on  account  of  some  obstacle,  had  for  the  moment 
got  behind,)  coming  forward. 

Fifteen  miles  on  our  route,  we  came  to  a  hill,  about  fifty  feet  bigh,  up 
which  the  artiUery  was  drawn  with  some  difficulty.  Six  miles  further 
brought  us  to  the  Rio  Tumecha,  (a  primary  or  secondary  tributary  of  the 
Sao  Juan,)  upon  which  we  are  now  encamped. 

The  peaks  of  the  Ojos  Cahentes,  as  we  approached  them  to-day,  ap- 
peared very  much  Hke  ships  under  full  sail— rtwo  of  them  looking^  very 
okish,  and  the  other  more  upright,  as  if  moved  by  a  gentle  breeze. 

We  passed  along  the  route  some  very  exteqsive  and  luxuriant  cornfields^ 
ie plant  looking  finer  than  any  I  have  seen  in  this  country;  and  what 
ffiakes  it  more  remarkable,  at  least  in  this  part  of  the  world,  is,  there  were  no 
eridences  of  a  resort  having  been  had  to  irrigation .  The  soil  was  arenaceous 
ind  light,  the  ears  of  the  plant  springing  low  down  from  the  stalk,  and 
kftking  sometimes  as  if  they  came  directly  from  the  soil.  Colonel  Wash- 
ingtoQ  informs  me  that  the  latter  is  probably  owing  to  the  deep  planting, 
which  the  Navajos  practice  more  than  other  Indians.  They  plant  us  deep 
as  a  foot  or  a  foot  and  a  half,  ^nd  he  has  been  assured  that  they  never  fail 
ID  their  crops.  This  kind  of  planting,  however,  1  suppose,  can  only  be 
fioccessful  in  light,  porous  soils. 

The  water  in  the  Rio  Tumecha  we  find  amply  sufficient  and  good,  and 
doukless  its  constancy  may  be  relied  on.  The  pasture  along  the  stream, 
however,  is  but  scant,  and  therefore  the  cornfields  of  the  Navajos  in  the 
vicinity  have  to  be  drawn  upon.  It  having  been  represented  that  the 
Navajos  would  resist  the  troops  in  cutting  the  corn,  Captain  Dotfge,  with  a 
command,  was  sent  to  enforce  the  order. 

This  afternoon,  several  of  the  head-men  of  the  Navajo  tribe  have  been 
incarop,  and  had  a  talk  with  Colonel  Washington  and  the  Indian  agent, 
Mr.  Calhoun — the  object  of  these  gentlemen  being  to  inform  them  that  the 
troops  were  there  in  accordance  with  the  determination  made  known  to 
them  some  weeks  since  at  Jemez;  that,  if  they  did  not  comply  with 
the  treaty  made  with  them  by  Colonel  Nuby,  which  required  that  they 
should  give  up  all  Me^cican  captives,  all  murderers  of  Mexicans  who  had 
dieted  themselves  among  them,  and  all  Mexican  stock  they  had  driven 
off  since  the  establishment  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  over 
them,  the  United  States  would  send  among  them  a  body  of  troops  to  en- 
tree it.  The  result  of  the  conference  was,  mat  the  chiefs  present  promised 
to  send  word  out  to  all  the  other  chiefs,  who,  they  said,  would  be  in  camp 
tomorrow  at  noon,  to  hold  a  council  with  the  United  States,  and  have 
matters  settled. 

The  latitude  of  this  camp,  by  observation,  is  36^  12'  59";  the  longitude, 
10S^o(y45". 

Tkirieenth  campj  Attgust  31. — To-day,  about  noon,  at  our  last  camp, 
three  Navajo  chiefs  appeared  in  council — Narbona,  Jos6  Largo,  and  Ar- 
chuletie — when  something  like  the  following  colloquy  took  place,  the 
inlwpreter,  Mr.  Conkling,  of  Santa  Pe,  delivering  the  several  points  *m- 
•^m,  as  they  were  expressed  by  Colonel  Washington  and  Mr.  Calhoun: 

Colmel  Washington.  Tell  them  that  I  wish  them  to  go  to  Chelly,  so 
that  a  treaty  may  1^  made  with  the  whole  nation. 

Tell  them  the  treaty  I  wish  to  make  with  them  is  to  establish  the  con- 
^ns  they  pronused  yesterday  to  comply  with. 
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Tell  th^m  the  treaty  I  propose  to  make  with  them  will  be  based  upon 
the  demands  I  have  ahready  made;  and  the  object,  in  addition,  will  be  a 
permanent  peace. 

Mr,  Calhoun.  Tell  them  they  'are  lawfiilly  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  and  they  must  respect  that  jurisdiction. 

Interpreter,  They  say  they  understand  it. 

Mr,  Calhoun.  Tell  them  thaty  after  the  treaty  is  made,  their  friends  will 
be  the  friends  of  the  United  States,  and  their  enemies  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States. 

Tell  them,  when  any  difficulty  occurs  between  them  and  any  other  na- 
tion, by  appealing  to  the  United  States  they  may  get  redress. 

Are  they  willing  to  be  at  peace  with  all  the  frtendsof  the  United  States? 

Interpreter.  They  say  they  are  willing. 
^      Mr.  Calhoun.  Tell  them  that,  by  the  treaty  which  it  is  proposed  to  make 
with  them,  all  trade  between  themselves  and  other  nations  will  be  recog- 
nised as  under  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  United  States. 

Colonel  Washingtoti.  And  the  object  of  this  is  to  prevent  their  being 
imposed  upon  by  bad  men. 

IrUerpreter.  They  understand  it,  and  are  content. 

Mr.  Calhoun.  Tell  them,  if  any  wrong  is  done  them  by  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  or  by  a  Mexican,  he  or  they  shall  be  punished  by  the 
United  States  as  if  the  wrong  had  been  done  by  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  on  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

I/iterpreler.  They  say  they  understand  it,  and  it  is  all  right. 

Mr.  CalMun.  That  the  people  of  the  United  States  shall  go  in  and  out 
of  their  country  without  molestation,  under  such  regulations  as  shall  be 
prescribed  byjthe  United  States. 

Interpreter.  They  say,  very  well. 

Mr.  Cfdhoun,  Tell  them  that,  by  this  treaty,  the  government  of  the 
United  States  are  to  be  recognised  as  having  the  right  to  establish  military 
posts  in  their  country  wherever  they  may  think  it  necessary,  in  order  to 
the  protection  of  them  and  their  rights. 

That  the  government  of  the  United  States  claim  the  right  to  have  their 
boundaries  fixed  and  marked,  so  as  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding  on 
this  point  between  them  and  their  neighbors. 

Interpreter.   They  say  they  are  very  glad. 

Mr.  Calhoun.  For  and  in.  consideration  of  all  this,  and  a  faithful 
performance  of  the  treaty,  the  government  of  the  United  States  will,  from 
time  to  time,  make  them  presents,  such  as  axes,  hoes,  and  other  farming 
utensils,  blankets,  &c. 

Interpreter.  They  say  it  is  all  right. 

The  several  points  of  the  proposed  treaty  having  been  explained  to  the 
chiefs  to  their  satisfaction,  Narbona,  the  head  chief,  and  Jose  Largo,  both 
very  aged — ^he  former  about  eighty,  and  the  latter  about  seventy — volun- 
tarily signed  powers  of  attorney,  by  which  full  authority  was  granted  to 
Armijo  and  Pedro  Jos<,  two  younger  chiefs,  to  act  for  them  at  Chelly  in 
the  proposed  council,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  they 
would  do  were  they  present. 

The  council  breaking  up,  Sandoval  harangued  some  two  or  three  hundred 
Navajos,  ranged  before  him  on  horseback — the  object,  as  it  occurred  to  me, 
being  to  explain  to  them  the  views  and  purposes  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  Sandoval  himself  habited  in  his  gorgeously -colored  dress, 
and  all  the  Navajos  as  gorgeously  decked  in  r^^  blue^  and  white^  with 
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riBc  erect  in  hand,  the  spectacle  was  very  imposing.  But  soon  1  percieved 
ftere  was  likely  to  be  some  more  serious  work  than  mere  talking.  It  ap- 
pears that  it  was  ascertained  very  satisfactorily  that  there  was  then  among 
the  horses  in  the  possession  of  the  Navajos  present  one  which  belonged 
to  a  Mexican,  a  member  of  Colonel  Washington's  command.  The 
colonel,  particularly  as  the  possessor  of  it  acknowledged  it  to  be  stolen, 
demanded  its  immediate  restoration.  The  Navajos  demurred.  He  then 
told  them  that,  unless  they  restored  it  immediately,  they  would  be  fired 
into.  They  replied  that  the  man  in  whose  possession  the  horse  was  had 
fed.  Colonel  Washington  then  directed  Lieutenant  Tores  to  sieze  one  in 
reprisal.  The  Navajos,  immediately  perceiving  it,  scampered  off  at  the 
top  of  their  speed.  The  guard  present  Were  then  ordered  to  fircnpon 
ftem — the  result  of  which  was,  that  their  head  chief,  Narbona,  was  shot 
dead  on  the  spot,  and  six  others  (as  the  Navajos  subsequently  told  us) 
were  mortally  wounded.  Major  Peck  also  threw  among  them,  very 
haudsomely — much  to  their  terror,  when  they  were  afar  off,  and  thought 
diey  could  with  safety  relax  their  flight — a  couple  of  round  shot.  (See  plate  My 
/JT  for  a  sketch  of  Nabona,  taken  just  before  his  death — the  scourge  of 
ftc  Mexi(;ans,  doubtless,  for  the  last  half  century.) 

These  people  evidently  gave  signs  of  being  tricky  and  unreliable,  and 
probably  never  will  be  chastened  into  perfect  subjection  until  troops  are 
Rationed  immediately  among  them. 

They  had,  previous  to  the  affray,  during  the  day,  brought  in  about  one 
hundred  head  of  sheep,  and  four  horses  and  mules;  and  immediately  after 
it,  some  thirty  or  forty  more  head  of  sheep  were  driven  in  by  the  troops. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that,  in  the  hurry-skurry  movement  of  the  enemy, 
some  of  the  pack  animals,  which  were  at  the  time  ready  to  accompany  the 
troops  to  the  next  camping  ground,  should  have  been  frightened  off. 

Immediately  after  the  aflair  alluded  to,  at  about  5  p.  m.,  the  command 
resumed  the  line  of  march.  We  had  jiot  proceeded  more  than  a  mile  be- 
fcre  a  Navajo  appeared  ahead  of  us,  as  if  anxious  to  hold  a  parley.  Mr. 
Coakling  was  sent  forward  to  see  what  he  wanted.  He  said  he  wished  to 
fclk  to  the  commanding  officer.  Colonel  Washington  told  him  to  come 
forward.  He  did  so;  and,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  (I  do  not  know  how 
easily  these  fellows  may  cry,)  he  said  he  did  not  wish  to  live  any  longer 
ttnong  these  people;  that  he  wanted  peace;  that  he  was  related  to  Sando- 
val, and  wished  to  convey  his  mother  to  Sandoval's  people,*  among  whom 
he  desired  to  live.  The  colonel  told  him  to  go  home  and  keep  the  j)eace; 
that  he  was  at  liberty  to  convey  away  his  mother- 

Our  march  this  afternoon  was  only  4.32  miles.  The  soil  of  the  valley 
Ve  have  been  threading  for  the  last  two  days,  it  occurs  to  me,  is  (a  great 
^1  of  it)  good,  and  could  doubtless  be  cultivated  much  more  extensively 
than  it  is. 

OeruTol  character  of  the  country  traversed  east  of  the  Sierra  de  Tumeeha. 

And  now,  as  we  shall  commence  the  ascent  to-morrow  of  the  Sierra  de 
TVnwerA'/,  which  traversed,  according  to  the  report  of  one  of  the  guides,  Is 
to  introduce  us  into  a  more  fertile  region,  the  opportunity  seems  to  be  a 

'Sandoval  is  the  recogntecd  chief  of  a  small  number  of  friei.dly  Navajos,  living  near  Cebo- 
itt«A  OD  tbit  iiaad^waton  uf  the  San  JO0&    (See  map.) 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


[64] 


92 


favorable  one  for  summing  up,  in  one  general  view,  the  several  chara&» 
teristics  of  the  country  we  have  been  passing  through  since  we  left  Santa  Fe. 

The  geological  features  of  the  country  have  been,  from  Santa  Fe  to  the 
Rio  Jemez,  an  intermixture  of  primary  and  secondary  mountains,  and 
mesa  or  table  heights — the  latter  for  the  most  part  being  overlaid  with 
basaltic  trap.  From  the  valley  of  the  Rio  de  Jemez  to  where  we  now  are, 
(or  to  the  Sierra  de  Tumecha,)  the  formation  is  entirely  of  a  secondary 
character,  the  superior  rocks  being  generally  finely  (in  contradistinction 
to  coarse  grained)  argillo- arenaceous — in  a  few  localities  exposing  out- 
crops of  massive  gypsum,  selenitic  gypsum  being  found  pervading,  but 
sparingly,  and  bituminous  coal,  but  of  an  impure,  slaty  character,  charac- 
terizing almost  continuously  this  whole  section.  And,  commensurate  with 
this  section,  carroyos,  canotis,  mesas,  with  their  well-defined  crests  and 
escarpments;  plateau  and  hemispherical  mounds,  intermitting  dirty,  clay- 
colored  rills,  dignified  with  the  name  of  Hos,  (rivers;)  and  an  all-perva- 
ding dull,  yellow,  dirty,  buff-colored  soil, — have,  in  their  respective  mag- 
nitudes and  relations,  characterized  the  face  of  the  landscape. 

In  regard  to  the  fertility  or  productive  qualities  of  the  soil  for  the  whole 
area*  traversed  this  side  of  Santa  Fe,  saving  the  inconsiderable  exceptions 
which  have  from  time  to  time  been  noted  in  my  journal,  the  country  is 
one  extended  naked,  barren  waste,  sparsely  covered  with  cedar  and  pine 
of  a  scrub  growth,  and  thickly  sprinkled  with  the  wild  sage,  or  artemisia, 
the  color  of  the  domestic  sage,  suggesting  very  appropriately  the  dead^ 
lifeless  color  of  the  wild. 

Our  camp  for  the  night  is  on  a  very  small  rill  of  good  water,  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  some  cornfields,  whence,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  pasture,  we 
are  obliged  to  draw  our  forage. 

A  party  of  Mexicans  and  Pueblo  Indians,  who,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Kendrick,  assisted  by  Captain  Dodge,  left  camp  this  morning  to 
reconnoitre  the  pass  of  the  Tumecha  mountains,  are  still  out;  and  some 
fears  are  entertained  lest,  on  account  of  their  being  ignorant  of  the  affraj 
this  afternoon,  they  may  be  surprised,  and  possibly  be  taken,  at  a  disad- 
vantage. Sandoval  and  a  party  of  Mexicans  started  off  this  evening  to 
meet  them  and  direct  them  to  camp. 

Fhttrteefith  camp,  September  1. — Major  Kendrick  got  in  with  a  portion 
of  his  party  late  last  evening,  the  horses  of  the  Pueblo  Indians  being  too 
much  broken  down  to  permit  them  to  return  with  him.  We  all  have 
some  apprehension  lest  their  ignorance  of  our  present  relations  with  the 
Navajos  may  unwittingly  lead  them  to  give  the  enemy  an  advantage  over 
them. 

Major  Kendrick  reports  that  the  Navajo  guide  who  accompanied  him 
was  called  aside  on  the  way  by  another  Navajo,  and  doubtless  informed 
of  the  affair  of  yesterday.  He  thinks  he  must  have  been  made  acquainted 
with  it;  for  on  two  occasions  he  endeavored  to  lead  the  major  and  his 
command  aside,  to  give  battle  ta  a  bear,  which,  he  said,  another  Na- 
vajo had  at  bay,  aside  of  the  route.  The  major,  however,  was  not  to  be 
diverted  fit>m  his  course;  and  probably  it  is  very  well  he  was  not,  for,  the 
guide  making  bis  escape  soon  after,  the  chances  were  that  his  object  was  to 
lead  thetn  into  an  ambush. 

The  major  knew  nothing  of  the  commencement  of  hostilities  till  he  ar- 
rived in  camp.  And,  what  liked  to  have  proved  a  very  serious  affair,  he 
and  his  party,  last  night,  whilst  approaching  the  camp,  were  fired  upoa 
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by  the  Mexican  picket-guard.  -Captain  Dodge  was  so  near  one  of  these 
valiant  fellows  as  to  become  unhorsed  by  his  animal  suddenly  starting  aside 
from  the  flash  of  the  fellow 's  musket ;  and ,  what  was  still  more  unaccceptable, 
a  ball  came  whizzing  by  him  nearer  than  he  had  ever  had  one  before;  and, 
to  cap  the  climax,  he  afterwards  learned  that  the  shot  had  been  made  by 
one  of  his  own  company,  who  happened  to  be  on  guard !  A  soldier  was  also 
thrown  from  his  horse  for  the  same  cause;  and  the  guide,  Carravahal,  had 
his  arm  grazed  by  a  ball.  This  vigilant  Mexican  guard,  it  seems,  had 
mistaken  the  major  and  his  party  for  a  bbdy  of  the  enemy!  Twice  last 
evening  they  gave  a  false  alarm! 

The  troops  decamped  at  7  a.  m. — our  course  west  of  south,  and  the 
route  commencing  the  ascent  of  the  Tumecha  mountains.  One  mile  and 
a  half  from  camp,  we  came  to  a  very  steep  hill,  probably  about  seventy 
or  eighty^  feet  high.  The  artillery,  to  overcome  this,  had  to  be  nnlimbered, 
and  all  hands  were  required  at  the  bricoles.  The  slope  of  the  hill  ap- 
proaching quite  nearly  the  vertical ,  it  would  seem  that  no  obstacle,  no  matter 
how  steep,  can  obstruct  the  passage  of  artillery ,  where,  with  adequate  human 
power,  and  sufSciendy  strong  bricoles,  there  is  present  in  the  officers  com- 
manding (as  there  was  here)  the  necessary  energy  to  secure  success. 
A  mile  further,  we  crossed  an  caroyo^  coming  in  from  the  mountain,  from 
the  banks  of  which  bituminous  coal,  apparently  of  an  excellent  quality, 
exists,  in  beds  of  from  two  to  three  feet  in  thickness,  with  argillaceous 
shale  intervening. 

About  10  o'clock,  the  command  was  cheered  with  the  sight  of  Hosta 
and  Sandoval,  returning  with  the  Pueblo  Indians,  who  had  not  been  able 
to  get  into  camp  last  night.  They  were  received  with  cheers,  and  Hosta — 
the  handsome,  tnagnanimous  Hosta,  apparently  unconscious  of  anything 
distinguishing  about  him — was  greeted  with  a  most  cordial  welcome.  (See 
him,  in  his  war  costume,  in  plate  4.)  They  reported  that  three  of  their 
mules  had  been  stolen  by  the  enemy,  but  no  attack  had  been  made  upon 
them. 

Scarcely  had  the  Pueblos  joined  us,  before  a  couple  of  the  enemy  showed 
themselves,  a  great  distance  off,  to  our  front,  and,  in  the  peculiar  far- 
reaching  tone  of  the  Swiss  mountain  peasant,  in  which  the  Navajos  seem 
to  be  proficients,  they  made  known  to  us  that  they  wished  to  have  a  talk 
with  Sandoval.  Sandoval,  with  Mr.  Collins,  approaching  them,  one  of 
them  said  it  was  to  be  regretted  that,  for  so  trifling  a  thing  as  a  horse,  so 
much  damage  had  been  done;  that  by  it  they  had  lost  one  of  their  great* 
est  warriors,  (Narbona;)  that  the  people  wanted  peace;  and  that  they 
would  come  in  to-day  or  to-morrow  to  obtain  it.  He  fiirther  remarked 
thaty  in  the  affair  of  yesterday,  he  had  had  a  relative  shot  in  the  thigh, 
who  might  probably  die  from  the  wound.  i 

The  road  to-day  up  the  slope  of  the  Sierra  de  Tumecha  has  been 
very  rocky^  A  few  Navajo  huts  have  been  seen.  These  huts  are  of  coni- 
cal shape,  about  eight  feet  high,  eighteen  feet  in  diameter  at  base,  and 
constructed  of  poles,  which,  laid  against  each  other  at  the  apex,  are  spread 
oat  to  the  required  diameter  at  the  base,  the  whole  being  covered  with 
bark  or  brush  and  mud.  Yellow  pine,  about  eighty  feet  high,  and  twelve 
feet  in  circumference  at  the  trunk,  as^aiso  some  scrub  oak — the  first  we 
hatre  seen — ^grow  along  the  route. 

Pluikers  were  thrown  out  to  day  on  either  side,  to  flush  any  way-lay- 
ei8  that  might  be  along  the  route*    Our  day's  march  has  been  about  tea 
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miles.  Our  e&campment  is  near  a  pond  of  excellent  water,  margined 
with  fine  grass,  ana  being  shaded  by  some  noble  pines ,  and  a  very  pretty 
wide  spreading  oak  adding  its  variety  to  the  landscape:  the  combination 
makes  up  the  most  refreshing  picture  we  have  seen  during  the  expedition. 
This  camp  is  found  to  be  in  latitude  36°  T'  4j?';  in  longitude  108^ 
64'  15". 

Fifteenth  cnmpy  September  2. — ^A  sentinel  fired  during  the  night  at  an 
Indian,  as  he  says,  prowling  about  camp  on  horseback.  The  troops  re- 
sumed the  march  at  7  a.  m. — the  general  course  west  of  south.  Three 
miles  on  the  route,  we  passed  on  our  right  a  fine  pond  of  water,  bordered 
by  a  margin  of  good  gras^.  A  mile  further  brought  us  to  a  small  stream- 
lot,  which,  taking  its  rise  in  the  pass  of  the  mountain,  flows  eastwardly, 
doubtless  to  join  the  Rio  de  Tumecha.  At  this  stream  the  troops  were 
commanded  to  halt,  in  order  to  make  the  proper  preparations  forasuccess- 
ful  passage  through  the  gorge  or  gate  of  the  mountain. 

Major  Kendrick,  who,  day  before  yesterday,  with  a  party,  had  recon- 
noitered  the  pass,  having  represented  it  as  being  very  difficult,  both  on  ac- 
count of  the  obstacles  in  the  way  to  the  passage  of  artillery  and  the  com- 
manding heights  on  either  side  of  it,  it  was  believed  that  here,  if  any- 
where, the  enemy  would,  in  abody,  make  a  stand  to  dispute  our  advance. 
The  artillery  were  accordingly  placed  in  a  position  to  cover  the  passage  of 
our  troops;  and  forty  Pueblos,  under  their  elected  chief  Ow'te-wa,  (see 
plate  13,)  Captain  Dodge  voluntarily  offering  to  lead  them,  were  pushed 
forward  in  advance,  with  directions  to  scale  and  take  post  on  the  heights 
to  the  right  of  the  defile.  1  had  noticed  with  my  reconnoitring-glass 
several  of  the  enemy  upon  the  heights,  to  the  left  of  the  defile;  and  it  was 
not  at  all  improbable  that  they  were  strongly  posted  on  the  still  more  com- 
manding heights  on  the  right.  The  Pueblo  Indians  having  gallantly 
gained  the  heights,  and  met  no  enemy,  a  peconcerted  signal,  tlie  firing  of 
a  rifle,  was  given,  to  inform  the  commanding  colonel  of  the  feet.  The  in- 
fantry weie  then  ordered  to  move  forward,  a  portion  of  them  being  at  the 
same  time  directed  to  scour  the  more  accessible  heights  command- 
ing the  pass  on  the  left.  Soon  after,  the  whole  command  was  put  iu 
motion — the  packs  in  the  centre,  and  the  artillery  bringing  up  the  rear. 

The  pass  at  the  most  dangerous  point  we  found  extraordinarily  formi- 
dable. On  the  north  side  is  a  wall  of  trap,  capped  with  sandstone,  run- 
ning perpendicularly  up  6:om  the  bottom  of  the  defile  to  a  height  of  about 
six  hundred  feet;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  there  are  two  others,  but  further 
removed .  On  the  left  side  is  another  height,  running  up  from  the  defile,  with 
an  accessible  slope,  to  a  height  of  probably  about  three  hundred  feet.  The 
width  of  the  pass  at  this  point  is  probably  not  more  than  fifty  feet,  and 
barely  furnishes  a  passage-way  (a  sidling  one  at  this)  for  the  artillery. 
This,  the  most  difficult  portion  of  the  pass,  is  probably  about  three  hun- 
dred yards  long.  Colonel  Washington  informs  me  it  is  the  most  formi- 
dable defile  he  has  ever  seen.  The  artillery  were  three  hours  in  getting 
through  it.  In  honor  of  the  colonel  commanding,  I  have,  on  my  map, 
called  it  Pass  Washington.     (See  plate  46  for  a  view  of  it,  looking  back.) 

The  narrow  portion  of  the  pass  got  through,  it  immediately  expands  into 
one  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  which,  for  this  country, 
is  of  extraordinary  beauty.  The  soil  here  is  of  a  very  rich  quality.  The 
pines  are  tall  and  large,  the  grass  luxuriant,  and  the  surfeceof  the  ground, 
which  is  sweetly  undulating,  is  covered  with  a  profusion  of  the  most 
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beautiful  and  delicate  flowers— the  wild  rose,  the  first  I  have  seen  during 
the  expedition,  being  among  them.  A  stream  of  pure,  wholesome  water^ 
trickling  along  through  this  scene^  westward,  adds  its  beauty  to  the  pic* 
ture.  It  is  in  the  mi£t  of  a  landscape  like  this,  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  from  the  narrowest  portion  of  the  gorge,  we  are  encamped. 

The  rocks  about  the  pass  are  at  base  a  dark  green  trap,  overlaid  by  sand- 
stone. A  late  work,  entitled  ^'Doniphan's  Expedition,"  represents  the 
Sierra  de  Tumecha  as  ^Hhe  grandest  of  moimtaius^  consisting  of  large 
masses  of  granite  piled  on  granite,  and  penetrating  into  the  region  of  clouds 
md  permanent  snows.  "*  In  crossing  the  ridge,  we  discovered  no  granite ; 
aod  neither  remotely^  when  observing  the  heights  from  the  plains,  nor 
vhen  near  by  them,  could  we  perceive  the  slightest  indications  of  snow. 

It  is  observable  that  troops  attempting  to  pass  the  defile  from  the  ectst 
sde  of  the  mountain  will  find  a  subordinate  eminence,  to  the  west  of  the 
point  where  it  was  stated  the  battery  was  established  to  cover  the  move* 
meut,  upon  whirh  a  battery  could  be  placed  which  would  be  in  effective 
range  of  the  heights  commanding  the  pass  on  either  side. 

Captain  Dodge  informs  me  that,  before  the  Pueblos  reached  the  heights 
they  were  ordered  to  scale,  they  halted  on  the  way  to  receive  from  their 
chiefe  some  medicine  from  the  medicine-bags  which  each  of  them  carried 
about  his  person.  This  they  rubbed  upon  their  heart,  as  they  said,  to 
make  it  big  and  brave;  and  they  also  rubbed  it  on  other  parts  of  their 
bodies,  and  upon  their  rifles,  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  distance  marched  to-day  is  estimated  at  six  miles.  For  the  past 
two  days,  on  account  of  the  roughness  of  the  route  and  consequent  fear 
of  damage,  the  viameter  has  been  detached  from  the  wheel  of  the  six- 
pounder.  It  was  quite  apparent  that  the  route  we  have  come  is  practicable 
for  wagons  only  as  as  far  as  the  east  base  of  these  mountains. 

A  very  pretty  stone,  between  the  jasper  and  chalcedony,  has  been  found 
strewed  over  the  ground  at  this  and  our  last  encampment.  A  grizzly  bear,  itis 
reported,  has  been  seen  near  our  present  camp.  The  whole  command  has 
been  in  the  most  buoyant  spirits  ever  since  we  commenced  the  ascent  of 
the  Sierra  de  Tumecha — the  air,  the  water,  and  the  scenery  all  doubtlessly 
contributing  their  joint  influence. 

^xteenth  camp,  Se^temAer  3. — Carravahal  representing  that  there  yet 
remained  a  very  narrow  and  difiicult  defile  to  pass  through  before  we  should 
be  entirely  extricated  from  the  natural  defiles  of  the  route,  I  was  ordered 
this  morning  by  the  colonel  commanding  in  advance,  (thirty  Pueblos  and 
Lieutenant  Tores  accompanying  me,)  to  reconnoitre  the  defile.  After 
getting  about  half  a  mile  from  the  camp,  we  entered  a  gorge,  which, 
for  about  a  mile,  we  found  very  narrow,  and  commanded  by  heights  on 
either  side.  These  heights,  however,  are  easily  accessible,  and  can  be 
swept  by  troops  thrown  out  as  flankers.  The  very  narrowest  portion  of  the 
goige  extends  only  for  about  one-third  of  a  mile.  The  turtillery  were 
detained  here,  on  account  of  obstacles,  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  also 
slightly  in  crossing  the  Rio  Negro,  which  they  did  twice  subsequently. 
This  stream,  which  is  the  one  spoken  of  as  passing  through  our  camp  of 
yesterday,  and  taking  its  rise  in  the  pass,  is  a  beautiful  mountain  brook, 
and,  coursing  generally  south  of  west,  probably  runs  mto  the  Canon  de 
Chelly. 

•  Page  179. 
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The  gorge  we  found  to-day,  as  yesterday,  surpassingly  beautiful.  Pri- 
mary mountain  heights  extend  on  either  hand  for  the  first  three  miles,  and 
then  the  secondary  commence.  Pour  miles  further,  the  gorge  expands 
indefiniteljf  to  the  right  and  left,  the  greatest  elevation  of  the  heights  on 
either  side  being  probably  about  eight  hundred  feet. 

The  soil  of  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Negro  is  exceedingly  rich.  Among 
the  sylva^  I  noticed  towering  pines  and  firs,  also  the  oak,  the  aspen,  ana 
the  willow;  and  bordering  5ie  stream  was  a  great  variety  of  shrubbery,  the 
hop  vine,  loaded  with  its  fruit,  being  intertwined  among  them.  Flowers 
of  rich  profusion,  and  of  every  hue  and  delicacy,  were  also  constantly 
before  the  eye — upwards  of  ninety  varieties  having  been  picked  up  since 
we  entered  the  gorge  yesterday.  Indeed,  we  are  all  in  hopes  that,  yester- 
day and  to-day^  we  have  been  having  an  earnest  of  what  we  may  yet 
behold  in  this  part  of  the  world — a  rich,  well-timbered,  and  sufficiently- 
watered  country,  a  thing  1  have  not  seen  since  I  left  the  confines  of  the 
United  States. 

Our  march  to-day  is  estimated  at  twelve  miles,  and  we  are  encamped 
upon  the  Sieneguilla  Chicita,  (Little  Meadow,)  near  the  Rio  Negro,  a  locality 
which  fiirnishes  good  water  and  grass;  and  near  at  hand  is  an  abundance 
of  the  <xrtemisia,  which  answers  very  well  for  fuel.  For  a  view  of  the 
Sieneguilla  fi"om  the  west  face  of  the  mountain,  see  plate  46.  Its  soil  is 
very  rich. 

Carravahal  informs  me  that  the  governor  of  New  Mexico,  some  years 
since,  attempted  to  make  his  way  into  the  Navajo  country  through  the  pass 
we  have  been  threading,  and  was  driven  back. 

Grogg  also,  in  his  **  Commerce  of  the  Prairies,"  probably  refers  to  the 
same  pass  in  the  following  passage: 

''Towards  the  close  of  1835,  a  volunteer  corps,  which  most  of  the  lead- 
ing men  in  New  Mexico  joined,  was  raised  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
war  into  the  territory  of  the  Navajos.  The  latter,  hearing  of  their  approach, 
and  anxious  no  doubt  to  save  them  the  trouble  of  so  long  a  journey,  mus- 
tered a  select  band  of  their  warriors,  who  went  forth  to  intercept  the  inva- 
ders in  a  mountain  pass,  where  they  lay  concealed  in  an  ambuscade. 
The  valiant  corps,  utterly  unconscious  of  the  reception  that  awaited  them, 
soon  came  jogging  along,  in  scattered  groups,  indulging  in  every  kind  of 
boisterous  mirth;  when  the  war-whoop,  loud  and  shrill,  followed  by 
several  shots,  threw  them  all  into  a  state  of  speechless  consternation. 
Some  tumbled  off  their  horses  j^-ith  fright;  others  fired  iheir  muskets  at 
random;  a  terrific  panic  had  seized  everybody;  and  some  minutes  elapsed 
before  they  could  recover  their  senses  sufficiently  to  betake  themselves  to 
their  heels.  Two  or  three  persons  were  killed  in  this  ridiculous  engage- 
ment— the  most  conspicuous  of  whom  was  a  Captain  Hinofos,  who  com- 
manded the  regular  troops." — (Pages  288,  289.) 

Hosta,  to-cfay,  has  been  tr  ating  us  again  with  some  more  of  his  tradi- 
tionary lore.  The  French  (so  he  says)  once  attempted  to  subdue  the 
aboriginal  Mexicans,  and  failed.  The  Spaniards  then  came,  and  succeeded. 
The  latter  began  to  brag  of  their  guns,  by  which  they  had  accomplished 
the  conquest.  Montezuma,  hearing  of  it,  said  they  had  no  reason  to  do 
this,  for  he  could  bring  a  bigger  gun  than  they  could.  '"^Why,  what  can 
your  gun  do?"  remarked  he  to  the  Spaniards.  ^'It  can  make  a  hole 
through  a  tree,"  was  the  reply.  "Well,"  says  Montezuma,  "mine  can 
split  a  tree  firom  top  to  bottom.    Now,  show  me  what  yours  can  do  ?"    So 
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the  Spaniards  shot  at  a  tree  and  made  a  hole  in  it.  Montezuma^  seeing 
this,  then  called  down  his  thunder  from  the  clouds  and  shivered  it  from 
lop  to  bottom! 

A  series  of  astronomical  observation's  make  the  latitude  of  this  camp 
^Vr-,  its  longitude,  IW  6'  45". 

Snenteefitk  campy  September  4. — The  weather,  during  the  nights,  ever 
since  we  left  the  Puerco,  'has  been  quite  cold ;  during  the  day,  on  the  con- 
tiary,  it  has  been  generally  pleasantly  warm— occasionally  very  warm. 

Four  Navajos  had  a  talk  with  Sandoval  outside  the  line  of  sentinels 
4is  morning.  Subsequently,  four  more  came  to  the  conference.  They 
il,  however,  being  unimportant  men,  nothing  came  out  of  it. 

Our  route  to-day,  more  winding  than  usual,  has  been  generally  west  of 
»tth.  The  distance  marched  was  13.43  miles.  For  the  first  half  of  the 
istance,  the  Sierra  Rayada  was  immediately  on  our  left;  and  throughout 
ike  whole  of  it,  the  Sierra  dc  Sierieguilla  was  immediately  on  our  right. 
These  monntains  are  of  a  basaltic  trap  character,  in  some  instances 
lejembling  very  much  the  palisades  on  the  Hudson  river.  This  trap  is 
Ifparently  the  effect  of  protrusion,  rather  than  of  overflow,  and  is  more 
in^lar  in  its  outlines  than  that  I  have  already  noticed  as  characterizing 
ifce  country  west  of  the  Rio  de  Jemez. 

At  about  six  miles  from  our  last  camp,  immediately  on  the  right  of  the 
wd,  1  observed  a  well-marked  dike  of  trap  rock,  its  course  being  north  o 
«t  and  it  leaning  slightly  towards  the  north.  Itexhibits  itself  in  an  outcrop 
ofdetatched  blades,  some  of  them  being  from  thirty  to  forty  feet  above 
'  4e  plain,  and  about  three  feet  thick.  (See  sketch  in  plate  47.)  The  soil 
fiwn  which  it  projects  is  of  a  reddish  argillaceous  character.  This  out- 
oop,  it  is  obvious,  must  have  been  the  effect  of  protrusion  from  below, 
*aiat  a  time  when  there  were  rocks  against  it  to  prevent  an  overflow; 
•ad  these  adjacent  formations  must  since  have  been  either  decomposed  or 
^▼e  sunk. 

About  half  a  mile  fimher,  we  crossed  a  shallow  stream  of  very  good 
*^r,  mnning  southwestwardly,  good  grazing  being  apparent  along  it. 
feren  and  a  half  miles  from  our  last  camp,  we  passed  on  our  left  a  very 
Kb  field  o{  wheat,  the  stalks  averaging  five  and  a  half  feet  high,  the 
^  very  full,  and  the  grains  plump  and  large.  A  mile  and  a  half  fur- 
*er,  another  streamlet  comes  in  from  the  northeast  and  crosses  the  route, 
•noticed,  also,  in  the  vicinity  of  this  stream,  some  good  grazing. 

Ten  miles  from  our  last  camp,  we  met  a  very  steep  rocky  ascent  of 
^t  fifty  feet  in  altitude,  where  the  men  had  to  assist  at  the  guns.  A 
■fle  further  brought  us  to  the  Sieneguilla  de  Juanita,  (Little  John's 
l^ov,)  the  soil  of  which,  of  considerable  area,  and  of  a  rich  mellow 
t>lcaieo-argillaceous  character,  looks  as  if  it  might  produce  well.  Lig- 
^^f^  petrifactions,  and  carbonate  of  lime,  in  lamellar  pieces,  of  a  satin 
^t,  in  firacture,  probably  the  result  of  tufaceous  deposite,  lie  scattered 
^  the  surface.  I  noticed,  also,  a  great  deal  of  horse  ordure  lying  about, 
H indicating  that  the  Sieneguilla  is  a  favorite  resort  tor  these  animals, 
lonning  through  the  ^Heneguitla,  in  a  southerly  direction,  and  probably 
i^tbe  Canon  de  Chelly,  is  the  Rw  de  JuanitOy  a  stream,  of  a  sandy  bot- 
*•»,  fifty  feet  wide,  and  of  a  few  inches  in  depth,  upon  which  we^  are 
•camped.  The  water  of  this  stream,  whicli  is  probably  constant,  is  good; 
^  the  neighborhood  furnishes  proper  grass  and  fuel. 

The  syha,  to-day,  has  been  the  large  yellow  pine  and  the  pifion — ^wii-^ 
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lows  fringing^  in  places ,  the  streams.  Signs  of  large  droves  of  sheep  have 
been  noticed.  Ptairie  dog  towns,  and  rattlesnakes,  their  concomitants, 
though  not  so  common  as  on  the  great  plains  intermediate  between  the 
United  States  and  this  country,  aie  occasionally  to  be  met  with.  Just 
before  reaching  camp,  we  crossed  a  well-beaten  Navajo  trail,  running  north 
and  south. 

It  is  very  interesting  to  see  the  picket-guard,  composed  entirely  of 
Pueblosy  gathered  around  the  commanding  officer's  tent  every  evening,  to 
receive  from  him  their  instructions  for  the  night.  Habited  as  they  are, 
with  their  blankets  thrown  around  them,  their  white  turbans  (assumed  to 
distinguish  them  from  theenemy,  who  generally  wear  rerf)  encircling  their 
heads,  their  rifles  lying  in  their  arms,  or  their  bows  and  quivers  slung  to 
their  backs,  their  attitude  that  of  respectful  attention,  they  present  a  group 
of  a  very  interesting  character.  These  people  possess  a  great  deal  of  na- 
tive ease  and  dignity;  and  in  their  calm,  reflective  countenances,  I  think 
I  can  perceive  a  latent  energy  and  power,  which  it  requires  only  a  proper 
political  and  social  condition  to  develop  and  make  useful. 

Some  more  Navajos  (uninfluential  men)  have  had  a  talk  this  afternoon 
with  Sandoval,  outside  the  line  of  sentinels.  The  word  is,  as  usual,  that 
they  want  peace;  but  the  oflicial  persons,  the  chiefs,  not  presenting  them- 
selves to  obtain  it,  the  colonel  commanding  is  determined  to  push  on  to 
Chelly,  the  heart  of  their  country,  and  dictate  the  terms  there.  Besides, 
according  to  his  original  design,  he  is  anxious  to  meet  Captain  Eer,  who, 
with  his  command,  from  information  obtained  from  a  chiefat  the  last  coun- 
cil, he  is  disposed  to  think  must  have  pushed  on  to  that  place. 

The  resultmg  latitude  of  this  camp,  from  a  series  of  observations,  is 
36^  10'  36";  the  longitude,  lOO^  12'  15". 

Eighteenth  campy  September  5. — ^This  morning,  a  party,  composed  of 
Colonel  Washington,  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Collins,  Major  Kendrick,  Lieu- 
tenant Dickerson,  the  two  brothers  Kern,  and  myself,  visited  the  head  of 
the  renowned  Canon  of  Chelly,  lying  southwest  about  five  miles  distant 
from  our  last  camp.  This  cafion  has  been  for  a  long  time  of  distinguished 
reputation  among  the  Mexicans,  on  account  of  its  great  depth  and  impreg- 
nability— ^the  latter  being  not  more  due  to  its  inaccessibility  than  to  the 
fort  which  it  is  said  to  contain.  This  fort,  according  to  Carravahal,  is  so 
high  as  to  require  fifteen  ladders  to  scale  it,  seven  of  which,  as  he  says, 
on  one  occasion,  he  ascended,  but,  not  being  permitted  to  go  higher,  he  did 
Bot  see  the  top  of  it. 

On  reaching  the  canon,  we  found  it  to  more  than  meet  our  expectations— 
so  deep  did  it  appear,  so  precipitous  its  rocks,  and  so  beautiful  and  regular 
the  stratification.  Its  probable  depth  I  estimate  at  about  eight  hundred 
feet.  At  its  bottom  a  stream  of  water  could  be  seen  winding  its  way  along 
it,  the  great  depth  causing  it  to  appear  like  a  mere  riband.  (See  sketch  in 
plate  48.) 

As  far  as  time  would  permit  an  examination,  for  a  depth  of  about  three 
hundred  feet — I  could  descend  no  further,  on  account  of  the  wall  becoming 
'Vertical — the  formation  appeared  to  be  sandstone,  horizontally  stratified 
with  drift  conglomerate.  At  this  depth  I  found  protruding  horizontally 
ftom  the  wall,  its  end  only  sticking  out,  a  petrified  tree  of  about  a  foot  in 
diameter,  a  fragment  of  which  I  broke  oflf  as  a  specimen.  How  did  this 
itree  get  there?  I  also  picked  up  at  this  point,  upon  the  shelf  on  which  I 
"was  standing,  a  species  of  iron  ore,  probably  red  hemalite.    The  colonel 
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fommandtng  recaming  to  camp,  after  a  curaory  look  at  the  cafion,  in  oider 
to  put  the  tioops  in  motion  for  the  day's  march,  I  had  not  the  time  neces* 
sary  to  make  the  full  examination  which  I  would  have  liked.  I  saw^  how* 
t?er,  enough  to  assure  rae  that  this  caiion  is  not  more  worthy  of  the  atteo- 
tion  of  the  lover  of  nature  than  it  is  of  the  mineralogist  and  geologist. 
The  whole  party  returned  to  camp  gready  pleased  with  this  offset  excur- 
fion,  and  promise  themselves  still  greater  delight  when,  on  their  reaching 
&e  mouth  of  the  canon,  they  will  have  more  time  to  examine  it. 

In  consequence  of  the  excursion  this  morning,  the  troops  did  not  move 
till  aboat  9.  Our  course  for  the  day  was  generally  west  of  north.  Two 
md  a  half  miles  from  our  last  camp,  we  passed  on  our  right  a  cylindrical 
mass  of  trap  rock  protruding  from  the  summit  of  the  mountain  ridge,  the 
(KUCTop  being  probably  as  much  as  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high.  This 
fiDgular  landmark  was  seen  yesterday  before  reaching  camp.  Two  and  a 
half  miles  farther  can  be  seen,  also,  immediately  on  the  right  of  the  road,; 
I  dike  of  trap  rock  ranging  very  nearly  east  and  west,  its  eastern  terminus 
of  the  form  of  a  semt-conical  abutment,  about  five  hundred  feet  in  protrusion 
bom  the  jdain  below.  A  portion  of  this  dike  is  perfectly  columnar  in  its 
deiaik. 

Five  and  a  half  miles  on  our  route,  we  reached  the  brow  of  a  valley 
rDQQing  generally  north  and  south,  it  being  apparently  hemmed  in  at  the 
Bonh,  nearest  to  us,  by  a  range  of  secondary  mountains,  and  further  oflT 
bjr  mesa  heigh C8.  The  former  are  of  rounded  form,  and,  on  account  of 
their  white  ground  being  sprinkled  with  the  evergreen  cedar,  have  m 
motley  aspect.  The  latter  present  a  beautiful  &cade-like  appearance,  and 
«e  of  a  deep  red  color.  The  intervening  valley,  on  account  of  the  copse- 
&e  character  of  its  sylvcy  in  contrast  with  the  barren  wastes  which  we 
traversed  on  the  east  side  of  the  Tumecha  ridge,  was  very  refreshing  to  us. 

Having  marched  7.39  miles,  we  came  to  the  creek  upon  which  we  are 
eacamped.  This  creek  is  a  clear  stream  of  good  water,  ten  feet  wide  by 
Uf  afoot  deep,  coursing  west  of  south,  over  a  clean  and  pebbly  bottom, 
lad  presenting  here  and  there  rapids  and  cascades  as  delightful  to  the  eyB 
as  th^  are  rare  in  the  country.  Upon  its  margin  we  find  a  sufficiency  of 
gnss  for  our  animals. 

The  road  to-day  has  been  generally  good,  there  having  been  but  two  steep 
iuUs,  which  detained  the  artillery  but  a  short  while.  The  soil  has  been 
<tf  an  aigillaceous  character,  and  in  the  valleys  always  appeared  to  be  fer- 
tile; the  timber,  which  has  been  pine  and  cedar,  of  a  large  growth;  a 
few  kiige  oaks  were  also  seen.  The  (xriemisiay  as  usual,  has  been  the 
diief,  and  almost  the  only,  plant,  especially  upon  the  uplands. 

Twenty-five  Mexicans  were  sent  out  this  afternoon  to  examine,  with 
Cairavahal,  the  river  ahead  for  a  few  miles.  They  had  not  proceeded,  how- 
ever,  more  than  a  mile,  when,  seeing  three  or  four  of  the  enemy,  their 
hearts  &iled  them,  and  they  remmed  to  camp.  Some  Pueblos  were  then 
ttided  to  the  party,  and  the  whole  put  under  the  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Tores.  The  party  returned  at  about  dusk,  and  report  the  road  good  for 
^tmiles,  excepting  one  steep  hill,  which,  however^  LieutenautT.  thinks 
pnctieable. 

Nineteenth  camp,  Ckelfyf  Siptember  6. — ^The  troops  decamped  at  6 
tiiia  morning — an  hour  earlier  than  usual,  on  account  of  an  anticipated 
loDg  march  without  water.  Our  route,  though  curving  considerably 
tovaids  the  norths  has  been  generally  a  little  south  of  west. 
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At  the  respective  distances  of  six  and  a  half,  twelve,  thirteen^  tfiiiteini 
and  a  half^  sixteen  and  a  hatf,  sixteen  and  three-quarters;  and  eighteen 
miles,  we  crossed  some  deep  rocky  arroyos,  the  first  detaining  the  artillery 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  the  fourth  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  the 
last  an  hour.  The  artillery  to-day  have  been  obliged  to  work  harder  than 
they  have  done  any  day  Since  they  started  on  the  expedition.  They,  how- 
ever,  appear  to  be  equal  to  any  emergency,  and,  though  detained,  at  times, 
necessarily,  on  account  of  difficulties^  they  are  always  sure  to  be  getting 
along  in  due  time.  The  infantry,  under  Captain  Sykes,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  march,  have  constantiy  preserved  a  compact,  effeetive 
fcrm,  and  have  ever  appeared  as  aunt/,  to  be  wielded  by  their  leaders  with 
precision  and  power. 

The  country  to-day  has  been  roHing-r-almost,  indeed,  broken — behs  and 
clusters  of  trees,  and  sometimes  soKiary  ones,  diversifying  its  fece.  Pinon, 
jrellow  pine,  and  cedar  have  beem  the  sylva— acres  of  the  latter  occasion- 
ally being  dead;  the  cause  not  obvious.  The  artemisia  has  been  the  chief 
flcrm.  The  cactus,  which  hitherto  has  been  seen  but  seldom,  to-day  was 
more  prevalent. 

When  two  miles  on  our  route,  looking  back,  a  fine  view  presented 
itself,  made  up  of  mountains,  beautifully  variant  in  outline,  prominent 
pefri^s  here  and  there  in  the  background,  and,  intermediate  between  them 
and  myself,  the  troops — horsemen,  footmen,  and  artillery— their  arms 
glittering  under  the  glancing  rays  of  a  morning  sun,  and  a  cloud  of  dust 
betokening  their  approach. 

A  mile  and  a  half  further,  some  beautiful  red  bastion-like  rocks  ap- 
peared, two  miles  distant,  on  our  right,  capped  with  a  whitish  armorphous 
formation.  Fifteen  miles  from  our  last  camp,  on  our  right,  we  noticed 
two  very  singular  mesa  formations,  one  of  them  looking  like  ^  a  high 
square  fort,  and  discovering,  by  the  daylight  which  could  be  seen  through 
it,  the  appearance  of  a  tunnel  running  horizontally  through  and  through. 

Though  not  expecting  to  find  water  along  the  way,  thirteen  and  a  half 
miles  from  our  last  camp  we  met  some,  in  deep  pools,  in  a  rocky  arrayo 
which  we  crossed.  Here  maybe  seen  some  singular-shaped  basins  and 
arches,  all  the  effect  of  the  erosive  influence  of  water  upon  sandstone 
formatioQ. 

Innumerable  signs  of  stock,  principally  of  sheep,  have  been  seen  along* 
the  routes  and  the  road  we  have  been  travelling  looks  as  if  it  might  be  one 
of  the  great  thoroughfares  of  the  nation. 

One  of  the  pack  animals  to-day  falling  too  far  in  rear  of  the  main  body^ 
of  the  command,  the  soldier  in  charge,  seeing  a  Navajo  near,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  dust  in  rear,  as  if  made  by  a  host  of  the  enemy  approaching, 
thought  that  discretion  was  the  better  part  of  valor,  and,  leaving  his  pack, 
fled.  The  force  in  rear,  however,  proving  to  be  the  Mexican  cavalry, 
and  Lieutenant  Dickerson  happening  at  the  time  to  be  with  them,  he  di- 
rected a  chase  after  the  Navajo,  who  by  this  time  had  got  possession  of 
the  pack  animal,  and  was  appropriating  the  contents  of  its  pack  to  himself, 
lieutenant  Dickerson  informs  me  that  he  got  five  distinct  shots  at  the 
fellow  with  his  revolver,  and,  though  he  was  not  able  to  bring  him  to  a 
Bunender,  was,  nevertheless,  successful  in  causing  him  to  leave  the  ani- 
nlialand  his  pack. 

It  was  somewhat  exciting  to  observe,  as  we  approached  the  valley  of 
CheUVf  the  huts  of  the  enemy,  one  after  another,  springing  up  into  smoke 
and  &me,  and  their  owners  scampering  off  in  flignt. 
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lust  after  daik  j  Bfter  crossing  an  extensive  down  or  sand  drift,  we  reached 
^r  camping- ground,  in  the  valley  of  Chelly;  and,  much  to  onr  disappoint- 
tn^it,  after  a  hard  day's  march  of  26.45  miles,  we  are  obliged  to  spend 
the  night  without  water.  The  cornfields  among  which  we  are  encamped 
loniish,  however,  an  abundance  of  forage  |br  tl^  animals,  and  fine  roast- 
ing ears  for  the  men;  but  the  great  beverage  of  tho  soldier  in  his  marches-^ 
eoflTee — will,  in  most  instances,  have  to  be  dispensed  with. 

Nineieenih  camp,  Chelly,  September  7. — The  fires  of  our  camp  were 
all,  yesterday,  at  dark,  from  motives  of  military  expediency,  extinguished*^ 
a  i^enomeuon  which  doubtless  was  not  without  its  moral  effect  upon  the 
enemy,  who  are  hovering  around  «s. 

This  morning,  a  couple  of  Navajos — one  of  thera  a  chiei^were  brought 
into  canap  by  Sandoval,  both  of  them  embracing  Colonel  Washington  and 
Mr.  Oaihoun,  apparently,  with  a  great  deal  of  good  will.  The  chief, 
whose  name  is  Mariano  Martinez — habited  as  he  was  in  a  8ky-blue« 
blanket  greatcoat,  apparently  of  American  manufacture,  and  not  unlike 
jny  own;  a  tarpaulin  hat,  of  rather  narrow  brim,  and  semispherical  crown; 
buckskin  ieggins  and  moccasins;  bow  and  quiver  slung  about  him;  a 
pouch  and  knife  at  his  side;  and  possessing  a  sombre  cast  of  countenance, 
which  seemed  to  Indicate  <^nergy  and  perseveranoe  combined — appeared 
like  a  man  who  had  naturally  risen  up  by  virtue  of  the  energy  of  his 
chaiaeier,  and,  from  the  effects  of  a  maurauding  life  upon  a  civilized  com* 
mnnitVy  had  become  impressed  with  the  jacobin  look  which  he  at  the 
time  aiscovered.  (See  a  sketch  of  this  chief  in  ]4ate  49.)  The  conver* 
satioQ  which  passed  between  these  chiefi  and  the  colonel  commanding 
was  as  follows: 

Cr^lonel  WaMngton.  Who  is  this  roan?  (referring  to  Martinez.") 

AUerpreter,  He  is  the  principal  chief  of  the  Navajos. 

VoUnel  WashiHgttm,  Tell  him,  when  a  chief  wishes  to  talk  with  roe« 
by  making  known  his  intentions  by  a  white  flag,  he  will  b^  conducted 
safely  into  camp;  but  that  everybody  else  nuist  keep  a  mile  off,  or  else  be 
liable  to  be  shot. 

Ave  he  and  his  people  desirous  of  peace  ? 

iUerpreter.  He  says  they  are. 

Colonel  Waskington.  Tell  them,  if  they  are,  they  can  easily  obtain  it 
by  complyiag  with  the  terms  of  the  treaty  which  they  have  made,  and 
that  thB  sooner  they  do  comply  with  them  the  better  it  will  be  for  them, 
as  less  of  their  property  will  be  wasted  and  destroyed. 

btfterpreter.  His  reprfy  is,  that  they  will  bring  in  all  they  have  stolen, 
and  comply  with  the  treaty. 

Ooknel  Washington.  Mr.  Collins,  where  is  the  list  of  the  property  to 
be  restored  under  the  treaty? 

1£-.  OoUins.  Here  it  is,  sir. 

Colonel  Washington.  Add  to  it  that  which  has  been  stolen  from  us  ovk 
Che  march. 

Mr.  CoVins.  Here  it  is,  sir,  with  the  additions  made. 

Oolonel  Washington.  Tell  the  chief  the  stolen  property  which  the 
nation  is  required  to  restore  is  1,070  head  of  sheep,  34  head  of  mules,  19 
bead  of  horses,  and  78  head  of  cattle. 

Interpreter.  The  cattle,  the  chief  says,  he  knows  nothing  about;  the 
Apaches  nuist  have  stolen  them. 
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Oohnel  Washington.  Tell  him  that,  if  this  should  afterwErds  prove  to 
be  true,  the  cattie  will  be  paid  fof . 

Interpreter.  He  says,  if  he  cannot  bring  ki  the  same  cattle^  he  will 
bring  in  others  to  supply  their  place. 

Colonel  Waghhtgton.  When  can  the  chiefs  coHect  here  to  make  a  treaty 
with  me? 

Interpreter.  He  says  the  day  after  to-morrow. 

Coloml  Washington.  Tell  him  that  will  do;  and  thal^  when  the  treaty 
is  made  with  them,  all  the  property  the  troops  have  taken,  they  will  be 
compensated  for.  And  there  was  one  more  tiling  he  would  say  :  that,  if 
they  now  entered  into  a  treaty  with  him  in  good  feith,  it  woi»ld  result  in 
bfessings  upon  him  and  his  people;  but  if  they  did  not,  it  would  result  in 
their  destruction. 

Interpreter.  The  chief  replies  that  his  peo^  wilt  do  i^  be  ha» 
promised. 

Colonel  Washington.  Tell  him  the  talk  is  good. 

The  conference  ended,  the  chief  and  his  attendant,  a  la  mode  Mesti- 
sainBy  again  embraced  Colonel  Washmgton  and  Mr.  Calhoun  very  im» 
pressirely,  and  apparently  with  much  endearment. 

To  day ,  by  digging  several  pits  five  feet  deep  in  the  arr^yo  of  the  vaDey ^  )0l 
sufficient  supply  of  good  water  has  been  obtained  for  the  camp. 

The  latitude  of  this  camp,  by  a  series  of  astronomical  observa^ons,.  is 
found  to  be  36°  9'  4";  its  tongitude,  109^  42'  30". 

Nineteenth  cwnpy  CheUyy  September  8. — ^Early  this  morning,  a  Mexican 
captive,  of  about  30  years  of  age,  came  into  camp  to  see  the  colonel  com- 
manding. He  represented  that  he  was  stolen  by  the  Navajos  seventeen  yeara 
agp,  auS  that  he  did  not  now  widh  to  be  restored  to  his  people  again. 
Indeed,  he  did  not  as  much  as  ask  about  his  friends,  who,  I  am  informed^ 
are  now  living  at  Santa  Fe-^from  the  vicinity  of  which  he  was  stolen^ 
whilst  tendiug  sheep.  He  is  a  very  active,  intelligent-looking  fellow,  and 
speaks  like  a  native  born  Navajo — having  all  their  characteristics^  in  dress^ 
conversation^  and  manners. 

Agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  colonel  commanding,  I  left  camp  at  7J 
o'clock  this  morning  to  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the  renowned  Canon  of 
Chelly.  In  addition  to  my  assistants,  the  two  Kerns  and  Mr  Champlin^ 
Ibere  were  in  company  an  escort  of  about  6(^  men — Brevet  Major  Kenarick 
being  in  command,  assisted  by  Captain  Dodge.  lieutenants  Ward,  Dick- 
erson,  Jackson,  and  Brown,  as  also  Assistant  Surgeon  Hammond  and  Mr. 
CoUins,  accompanied  the  party.  Our  course  for  nearly  two  miles,  as  for 
as  the  mouth  of  the  canon,  was  east  of  south,  and  up  the  valley  oC 
Chelly.  The  soil  of  this  valley,  which  is  generally  very  sandy,  is  in  ^poXs- 
quite  fertile— on  an  average,  a  belt  of  probably  half  a  mile  in  breadth  being 
planted  in  corn.  The  cane,  also,  1  noticed  growing  very  luxuriandy  m 
places.    The  whole  breadth  of  this  valley  is  about  three  miles. 

Reaching  the  mouth  of  the  Cafionof  Chelly,  we  turned  to  the  teft  to  go^ 
up  it.  Its  escarpment  walls  at  the  mouth  we  found  low.  Its  bottom^ 
which  in  places  is  as  little  as  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide,,  though 
generally  as  wide  as  three  or  four  hundred  foet,  is  a  heavy  sand.  The 
escarpment  walls,  which  are  a  red  amorphous  sandstone,  are  rather  friable^ 
and  show  imperfect  seams  of  stratification — the  dip  being  slight,  and 
towards  the  west. 

Proceeding  up  the  canon,  the  walls  gradually  attain  a  higher  aLtitudej, 
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tin,  at  about  three  mites  from  the  mouth,  they  begin  to  assume  a  stu- 
pendous appeatance.  Almost  perfectly  vertical,  they  look  as  if  they  had 
oeen  chiselled  by  the  hand  of  art;  and  occasionally  cizous  marks,  ap- 
parently the  effect  of  the  rotary  attrition  of  contiguous  masses^  could 
be  seen  on  their  faces. 

At  the  point  mentioned,  we  followed  up  a  left-hand  branch  of  the 
canon — this  branch  being  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred 
yards  wide,  and  the  enclosing  walls  continuing  stupendous.  Two  or 
duee  patchesof  com,  intermingled  with  melons,  pumpkins,  and  squashes, 
were  met  with  on  the  way. 

Haifa  mile  up  this  branch,  we  turned  to  the  right,  up  a  secondary 
branchy  the  width  of  which  was  rather  narrow.  This  branch  shows 
locks,  probably  as  high  as  three  hundred  feet,  almost  perfectly  vertical, 
and  in  some  instances  not  discovering  a  seam  in  their  races  from  top  t6 
bottom.  About  half  a  mile  up  this  branch,  in  the  right-hand  escarpment 
wall,  is  a  hemispherical  cave,  canopied  by  some  stupendous  rocks,  a  small, 
cool,  acceptable  spring  being  sheltered  by  it.  A  few  yards  further,  this 
blanch  terminates  in  an  almost  vertical  wall,  affording  no  pathway  for 
tikie  ascent  or  descent  of  troops.  At  the  head  of  this  branch  I  noticed  two 
or  three  hackberry  trees,  and  also  the  stramoniuntj  the  first  plant  of  the 
kind  we  have  seen. 

Retracing  our  steps  to  the  primary  branch  we  had  lefl,  we  followed  it 
up  to  its  head,  which  we  found  but  two  or  three  hundred  yards  above 
the  Ibrk — the  side  walls  still  continuing  stupendous,  and  some  fine  caves 
being  visible  here  and  there  within  them.  I  also  noticed  here  some  small 
habitations,  made  up  of  natural  overhanging  rock,  and  artificial  walls,  laid 
in  stone  and  mortar — the  latter  forming  the  front  portion  of  the  diwelling. 

Having  got  as  far  up  the  lateral  branches  as  we  could  go,  and  not  yet 
having  seen  the  famous  fort,  we  began  to  believe  that,  in  all  probability, 
b  would  turn  out  to  be  a  fable.  But  still  we  did  not  know  what  the  main 
canon  might  yet  unfold,  and  so  we  retunied  to  explore  it  above  the  point 
or  fork  at  which  we  had  left  it.  Starting  from  this  point,  our  general 
course  lay  about  southeast  by  east.  Half  a  mile  ftirther,  or  three  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  canon,  on  its  left  escarpment,  I  noticed  a 
shelving  place  where  troops  (but  not  pack  animals)  could  ascend  and  de- 
aeend.  Less  than  a  mile  further,  I  obi>erved,  upon  a  shelf  in  the  left-hand 
wall,  some  fifty  feet  above  the  bottom  of  the  canon — ^unapproachable  ex- 
cept by  ladders,  the  wall  below  being  very  nearly  vertical  -a  small  pueblo 
min,  of  a  style  of  structure  similar,  to  all  appearances,  to  that  found  in  the 
minson  the  Chaco.  1  also  noticed  in  it  a  circular  wall,  which,  in  all 
probability,  has  been  an  estuffa.  The  width  of  the  canon  at  this  point 
18  probably  from  two  to  three  hundred  yards  wide,  the  bottom  continuing 
sandy  and  level.  And,  what  appears  to  be  singular,  the  sides  of  the  laterd 
walls  are  not  only  as  vertical  as  natural  walls  can  well  be  conceived  to  be, 
but  they  are  perfectly  free  from  a  talus  of  debris,  the  usual  concomitant  of 
locks  of  this  description.  Does  not  this  point  to  a  crack  or  natural  fissure 
as  having  given  origin  to  the  cation,  rather  than  to  aqueous  agents,  which, 
at  least  at  the  present  period,  show  an  utter  inadequacy  as  a  producing 
cause? 

About  five  miles  from  the  mouth,  we  pasted  another  collection  of  unin- 
habited houses,  perched  on  a  shelf  in  the  left-hand  wall.  Near  this  place, 
in  the  bed  of  the  canon,  I  noticed  the  ordinary  Navajo  hut,  (a  conical  lodge,) 
and  close  by  it  a  peach  orchaxd.    A  mile  further;  observing  several  Nava* 
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JOS,  high  above  us,  on  the  verge  of  the  north  wall,  shouting  and  gestien^ 
lating  as  if  they  were  very  glad  to  see  us,  what  was  our  astonishment 
when  they  commenced  tripping  down  the  almost  vertical  wall  before  them 
as  nimbly  and  dexterously  as  minuet-dancers!  Indeed,  the  force  of  gravity, 
and  their  descent  upon  a  steep  inclined  plane,  made  such  a  kind  of  per- 
formance absolutely  necessary  to  insure  their  equilibrium.  All  seemed  to 
allow  that  this  was  one  of  the  most  wonderful  feats  they  had  ever  witnessed. 

Seven  miles  from  the  mouth,  we  fell  in  with  some  considerable  pueblo 
ruins.  These  ruins  are  on  the  left  or  north  side  of  the  caiion,  a  portion  af 
them  being  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  escarpment  wall,  and  the  other  por- 
tion upon  a  shelf  in  the  wall  immediately  back  of  the  other  portion,  some 
fifty  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  caiion.  The  wall  in  front  of  this  latter  por- 
tion being  vertical,  access  to  it  couid  only  have  been  obtained  by  means 
of  ladders.  The  front  of  these  ruins  measures  one  hundred  and  forty  five 
feet,  and  their  depth  forty  five.  The  style  of  structure  is  similar  to  that  of 
the  pueblos  found  on  the  Chaco — the  building  marerial  being  of  small, 
thin  sandstones,  from  two  to  four  inches  thick,  imbedded  in  mud  mortar, 
and  chinked  in  the  facade  with  smaller  stones.  The  present  height  of  its 
walls  is  about  eighteen  feet.  Its  rooms  are  exceedingly  small,  and  the 
windows  only  a  foot  square.  One  circular  estuffa  was  all  that  was  visi- 
ble. For  a  sketch  of  these  ruins,  with  the  stupendous  rocks  in  rear  and 
oveihanging  them,  see  plate  63;  and  for  a  sketch  of  the  pottery  picked  up 
about  them,  see  plate  54. 

Half  a  mile  above  these  ruins,  in  a  reentering  angle  of  the  canon,  on 
its  left  side,  are  a  peach  orchard  and  some  Navajo  lodges.  Proceeding  still 
further  up  the  caiion,  the  walls,  which  yet  preserve  their  red  sandstone 
charactgr,  but  which  have  increased  in  the  magnificence  of  their  propor- 
tions, at  intervals  meseut  facades  hundreds  of  feet  in  length,  and  tliree  or 
four  hundred  in  neigbt,  and  which  are  beautifully  smooth  and  vertical. 
These  walls  look  as  if  they  had  been  erected  by  the  hand  of  art — ^the 
blocks  of  stone  composing  them  not  unfrequently  discovering  a  length  in 
the  wall  of  hundreds  of  feet,  and  a  thickness  of  as  much  as  ten  feet,  and 
laid  with  as  much  precision,  and  showing  as  handsome  and  well-pointed 
and  regular  horizontal  joints,  as  can  be  seen  in  the  custom-house  of  the 
city  of  New  York. 

About  eight  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  caiion,  a  small  rill,  which  be- 
low this  point  had  lost  itself  in  the  sandy  bottom  of  the  canon,  appears 
above  ground;  and  about  five  hundred  yards  further,  on  the  right-hand 
side,  is  a  lateral  canon,  in  which  we  saw  another  peach  orchard. 

Having  ascended  the  canon  nine  and  a  half  miles,  the  horses  of  the 
Pueblos  in  company  with  us  not  being  strong  enough  for  a  further  explom- 
tion,  there  being  no  prospect  of  our  seeing  the  mwch-XsAked'Of presidio  or  fort 
of  the  NavaJQs,  which  had  all  along  been  represented  to  us  as  being  near  the 
mouth  of  the  canon,  and  the  reconnaissance  having  already  been  con- 
ducted further  than  Colonel  Washington  had  anticipated  would  be  found 
necessary,  the  expedition  returned  to  camp,  highly  delighted  with  what 
they  had  seen.  We  found,  however,  the  further  we  ascended  it,  the 
greater  became  the  aliitude  of  its  enclosing  walls — this  altitude,  at  our  point 
of  returning,  being  (as  I  ascertained  by  an  indirect  measurement)  fivehun- 
dred  and  two  feet.  The  length  of  the  canon  is  prqjbably  about  twenty-five 
miles.  Its  average  width,  as  far  as  we  ascended  it,  may  be  estimated 
at  two  hundred  yards.  For  a  view  of  the  canon,  as  seen  from  tlie  lat* 
«ral  branch  eight  miles  above  its  mouthy  see  plate  55. 
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Both  in  going  up  and  returning  through  the  canon,  groups  of  Navajos 
lod  single  persons  were  seen  by  us,  high  above  our  heads,  gazing  upon 
us  from  its  walls.  A  fellow  upon  horseback,  relieved  as  he  was  sharply 
a^inst  the  sky,  and  scantling  us  from  his  elevation,  appeared  particu- 
larly picturesque.  Whenever  we  met  them  in  the  canon,  they  appeared 
very  friendly — the  principal  chief,  Martinez,  joining  and  accompanying  us 
Id  oar  exploration,  and  the  proprietors  of  the  peach  orchards  bringing  out 
Uanket-loads  of  the  fruit  (at  best  but  of  ordinary  quality)  for  distribution 
among  the  troops.  Indeed,  the  chief  admonished  bis  people,  as  they 
Blood  gazing  upon  us  from  the  heights  above,  to  go  to  their  homes  and 
give  us  no  trouble. 

I  noticed  the  cross,  the  usual  emblem  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  stuck 
op  but  in  one  instance  in  the  canon;  and  this  is  the  only  one  I  have  seen 
b  the  Navajo  country. 

Should  it  ever  be  necessary  to  send  troops  up  this  canon,  no  obstruction 
vould  be  found  to  prevent  the  passage  of  artillery  along  its  bottom.  And 
ikould  it  at  the  same  time,  which  is  not  at  all  unlikely,  be  necessary  that 
t force  should  skirt  the  heights  above  to  drive  off  assedlants  from  that 
foaiter,  the  south  bank  should  be  preferred,  because  less  interrupted  by 
lateral  branch  canons. 

The  mystery  of  the  Canon  of  Chelly  is  now,  in  all  probability,  solved. 
TTiis  canon  is,  indeed,  a  wonderful  exhibition  of  nature,  and  will  al- 
ways command  the  admiration  of  its  votaries,  as  it  will  the  attention  of 
(eologists.  But  the  hitherto-entertained  notion  that  it  contained  a  high 
mailated  plateau  fort  near  its  mouth,  to  which  the  Navajos  resorted  in 
times  of  danger,  is  exploded.  That  they  may  have  had  heights  upon  the 
ride  walls  of  the  canon,  to  scale  which  would  require  a  series  of/mirieen 
ladders,  is  indeed  probable;  for  it  wtruld  require  more  than  this  number  to 
wmvount  the  height  we  measured: 

I  did  expect,  in  ascending  the  caiion,  to  £uid  that  the  Navajos  had  other 
^  better  habitations  than  the  conical  pole,  brush,  and  mud  lodge  which, 
Dp  to  this  time,  we  had  only  seen.  But  none  other  than  these,  excepting 
mined  ones,  the  origin  of  which  they  say  they  know  nothing  about,  did 
ve  notice.  Indeed,  a  Mexican  who  is  a  member  of  the  command,  and 
vho  was  a  captive  among  them,  says  they  have  no  other  habitation.  In 
the  summer,  he  informs  us,  they  live  wherever  the  cornfields  and  stock 
>iB.  In  the  winter,  they  take  to  the  mountains,  where  they  can  get  plenty 
of  wood.  As  yet,  we  have  not  met  a  single  village  of  them — ^it  appearing 
to  be  their  habit  to  live  scatteringly,  wherever  they  can  find  a  spot  to 

et  corn  or  graze  stock.  The  necessity  of  living  more  densely,  probably, 
notheretofore  existed,  from  the  feeUug  which  they  doubtless  have  bad 
t^P  to  this  period  that  the  inaccessibility  of  their  country  was  a  sufficient 
wier  to  the  intrusion  of  an  enemy,    . 

It  seems  anomalous  to  me  that  a  nation  living  in  such  miserably-con- 
ttmcted  mud  lodges  should,  at  the  same  time,  be  capable  of  making,  prob« 
%,  the  best  blankets  in  the  world! 

(^regg,  in  introducing  his  remarks  relative  to  their  skill  in  this  kind  of 
manufacture,  holds  the  following  language: 

'^They  (the  Navajos)  reside  in  the  main  range  of  the  Cordilleras,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two^hundred  miles  west  of  Santa  Fe,  on  the  waters 
rf  Rio  Colorado  of  California,  not  far  from  the  region,  according  to  his- 
Maas,  from  whence  the  Aztecs  emigrated  to  Mexico;  and  there  are 
lA&oy  reasons  to  suppose  them  direct  descendanta  firom  the  iemnant> 
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which  remained  in  the  north,  of  this  celebrated  n^ition  of  antiquity.  Al- 
though they  live  in  rude  jacalesy  somewhat  resembling  the  wigwams  of 
the  Pawnees,  yet,  from  time  immemorial,  they  have  excelled  all  others  in 
their  original  manufactures;  and,  as  weU  as  the  Moquies,  they  are  still  distin- 
guished for  some  exquisite  styles  of  cotton  textures,  and  display  consid- 
erable ingenuity  in  embroidering  with  feathers,  the  skins  of  animals,  ac- 
cording to  their  primitive  practice.  They  now,  also,  manufacture  a  sin- 
gular species  of  blanket,  known  as  the  Sarape  Navajo,  which  is  of  so  close 
and  dense  a  texture  that  it  will  frequently  hold  water  almost  equal  to 
gum-elastic  cloth.  It  is  therefore  highly  prized  for  protection  against  the 
rains.  Some  of  the  finer  qualities  are  often  sold  among  the  Mexicsms 
as  high  as  fifty  or  sixty  dollars  each."  ♦ 

As  regards  the  hypothesis  which  Gregg  advances  in  the  above,  that  the 
Navajos  are  the  direct  descendants  of  the  Aztecs,  it  is  possible  they  may 
be.  But  if,  as  is  likely,  and  as  Gregg  also  supposes,  this  ancient  people 
once  inhabited  the  pueblos,  now  in  ruins,  on  the  Chaco,  how  is  it  that 
they  have  retrograded  in  civilization  in  respect  to  their  habitations,  when 
they  have  preserved  it  in  their  manufactures? 

1  know  of  but  two  ways  to  account  for  it.  Either  the  Navajos  are  de- 
scended from  a  cognate  stock,  prior  to  that  which  built  the  Chaco  pueblos, 
which  stock  lived,  as  the  Navajos  do  now,  in  lodges — ^and  this  agrees  with 
the  tradition  given  by  Sandovalf — or,  in  process  of  time,  the  cultivable  and 
pastoral  portion  of  the  countiy  becoming  more  and  more  reduced  in  area^ 
and  scattered  in  locality,  the  people  of  necessity  became  correspondingly 
scattered  and  locomotive,  and  thus  gradually  adopted  the  habitation  most 
suitable  for  such  a  state  of  things — the  lodge  they  now  inhabit. 

In  regard  to  the  manufacture  of  cottmi  fabrics,  in  which,  according  to 
C»regg,  they  excel,  we  observed  no  evidences  at  all  of  this  species  of  man- 
ufacture  among  them,  nor  any  signs  of  the  domestic  culture  of  the  plant 
firom  which,  rather  than  from  a  foreign  source,  they  would  be  most  likely 
to  draw  the  raw  material.J 

In  regard  to  the  manufacture  oi  plumage  ^ox  feather-work,  they  certainly 
display  a  greater  fondness  for  decorations  of  this  sort  than  any  Indians 
we  have  seen;  but,  though  they  exhibit  taste  in  the  selection  and  disposi- 
tion of  this  kind  of  ornament  about  their  persons,  I  saw  no  exhibition  of 
it  in  the  way  of  embroidery.   * 

In  respect  to  the  population  of  the  Navajo  nation,  it  has  been  impossible 
for  me  to  arrive  at  anything  like  an  approximation  of  it.  Indeed,  if  the 
few  we  have  seen  bear  a  proper  proportion  to  the  whole  number  contained 
in  the  country,  the  extent  of  this  population  has  been  greatly  exaggerated* 
But  I  prefer  to  believe  that,  as  a  nation,  they  live  much  scattered,  and  that 
those  through  whose  precincts  we  have  passed  have  studiously  avoided 
us.  Ail  things  considered,  then,- 1  would  estimate  the  population  from 
eight  thousand  to  ten  thousand  souls:  this  last  number  is  Gregg^s  estimate. 

As  regards  their  stock,  so  far  as  I  could  observe,  and  from  what  the  re- 
claimed Mexican  captive  before  referred  to  has  told  me,  I  should  say  that 
it  consisted  mainly  of  sheep  and  horses — mules  and  cattle  forming  but  an 

*  Commerce  of  the  Prairies,  toI  I,  pages  285  and  286. 

f  Aah,  August  28. — Discussion  of  the  origin  of  the  Chaco  raiiM. 

J  Since  writing  ihc  above,  on  inqairy,  I  Itam  from  Sefior  Vigil,  aecretary  of  the  provinoe, 
that  the  Navajos  (he  has  been  in  their  country)  formerly  manafactured  a  few  cotton  fabrios 
from  the  raw  material,  which  they  were  in  the  habit  of  importing  from  Santa  Pe  and  other 
l^keo^  bot  that  this  speciea  of  manaActoM  has  jm>w  alnMMti  if  not  ^tirely^,  oawad* 
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ACOQsiderable  portion  of  it.  We  have  as  yet,  however,  not  fallen  upon 
I  diOTC  ol  either  of  these  animsis — which  the  Mexican  explains  by  saying 
that  they  have,  the  better  to  conceal  them  from  the  troops,  been  driven  to 
Ike  mountains.  Innnnaerabls  signs  of  sheep,  however,  have  been  seen  by 
as.  Their  horses,  though  generally  better  than  those  to  be  seen  among 
the  New  Mexicans,  and  capable  of  long  and  rapid  journeys  under  the  sad- 
Hbj  are  not,  in  my  judgment,  near  as  fine  as  what  I  have  seen  among  the 
&)maoches;and  in  all  these  cases  they  are  far  inferior  to  ourown^in 
piifit  of  bulk  and  power. 

NmeteerUh  camp^  OJfeUy^  September  9. — ^To-day,  the  two  chiefs.  Ma- 
BQo  Martinez  and  (;hapaton,  thelatterthechief  of  theSanJuanNavajos, 
(sebis  portrait  in  plate  50,)  have  beeni^,  on  the  part  of  the  nation,  to 
iliver  up  some  of  the  captives,  stock,  and  other  property  required  to  be 
Mvered  according  to  the  treaty  made  by  Colonel  Nuby,  and  also  to 
eaterimo  a  more  comprehensive  and  complete  treaty.  A  large  portion  of 
iiis  property  not  being  immediately  available,  as  they  said,  on  account  of 
ie  distance  whence  it  had  to  be  brought,  the  colonel  commanding^with 
lifiir  consent,  appointed  a  limited  period — thirty  days — ^in  which  all  that 
jetiemained  outstanding  was  to  be  delivered  up  at  Jeme2.  The  mur- 
^of  a  citizen  of  Jemez  was,  as  soon  as  he  could  be  apprehended,  to 
tetomed  over  lo  the  governor  at  Santa  Fe.  ^ 

The  parties  there  entered  into  a  treaty,  by  which  the  "^vemment  of 
the  United  States  assumed  the  paternal  control  it  has  been  in  the  habit 
^exercising  over  the  tribes  of  Indians  within  or  bordering  upon  its  do- 
uain;  and  the  Navajo  nation,  on  its  part,  through  its  head  chiefs,  Martinez 
ind  Chapaton,  who  r^resentM  that  what  they  did  was  binding  on  the 
vhoie  nation,  gave  their  full  and  unequivocal  assent  to  all  its  terms, 
hnicalar  care  was  taken,  both  by  the  colonel  commanding  and  the  In- 
fan  commissioner,  to  make  the  chiefs  comprehend  the  full  import  of  the 
*«ly  to  which  they  were  invited  to  give  their  assent.  And,  to  be  certain 
*tt  all  was  done  that  could  be  done  to  insure  this,  each  and  every  officer 

Cnt  was  appealed  to  to  know  whether  he  considered  the  treaty  had 
sufficiently  explained;  to  which  they  all,  without  exception,  respond- 
4  io  the  affirmative. 

All  that  could  be  accomplished  by  the  expedition,  then,  may  be  consid- 
^  as  having  been  accomplished.  A  fuU'and  complete  treaty  has  been 
jB^le  wiih  the  Navajos,  by  which  they  have  put  themselves  under  the 
Miction  and  control  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  thd 
*QB  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  tribes  bordering  the  United 
««ea.  The  portion  of  the  captives  and  stolen  prq)erty  near  enough  to 
k  Qiade  available  have  been  •given  up,  and  the  remainder  has  been 
Nniaed  to  be  restored  within  a  determinate  period.  Added  to  this,  what 
jsof  IK)  inconsiderable  value,  the  troops  have  been  enabled  to  penetrate 
ttto  the  very  heart  of  their  country,  and  thus  a  geographical  knowledge 
li^  been  obtained  which  cannot  but  be  of  the  highest  value  in  any  future 
Mitary  demonstration  it  may  be  necessary  to  make. 

It  is  true  the  Navajos  may  &il  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  treaty, 
^t,  whether  they  comply  or  not,  the  fact  still  remains  the  same,  that  a 
^^  covering  the  whole  ground oi  their  fealty,  (the  former  covered  but  a 
KV  points,)  as  well  iu  the  general  as  the  particular,  was  necessary,  in  order 
tosatify  the  public  mind,  as  well  as  testify  to  the  whole  world  that,  should 
*By  future  coercion  become  necessary,  it  would  be  but  a  just  retribution, 
'^^  in  a  manner,  their  own  act. 
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In  the  afternoon,  after  the  treaty  was  concluded,  quite  a  number  of 
Navojo  warriors,  at  least  a  hundred,  came  within  the  vicinity  of  the  camp  to 
trade  with  the  troops,  seemingly  happy  that  so  peaceful  a  termination  had 
been  given  to  aflFairs.  They  were  generally  ariped  with  bows  and  lances, 
and  carried  also  shields.  Very  few  of  them  had  rifles.  In  someinstances 
they  were  very  handsomely  dressed,  an  appendage  of  eagle  feathers  to 
their  helmet-shaped  cap  adding  not  a  little  to  the  picturesqueness  of  their 
appearance.    (For  a  sketch  of  a  Navajo  in  costume,  see  plate  52.) 

Their  principal  articles  of  traffic  consisted  of  blat>kets  of  their  peculiar 
and  superior  handiwork,  dressed  skins,  and  peaches. 

The  blankets,  though  not  purchasable  with  money,  as  it  is  not  used  as 
a  tender  among  them,  were  sold,  in  some  instances,  for  the  most  trifling 
article  of  ornament  or  clothing — it  being  their  manner,  if  they  saw  any- 
thing about  your  dress  which  they  fimcied,  and  wanted  to  buy,  to  point  to 
it,  and  then  to  the  article  for  which  they  were  willing  to  barter  it 

There  was  a  Moqui  Indian  present  at  the  council  this  morning  as  a 
spectator;  and  a  more  intelligent,  frank-hearted  looking  fellow,  I  have 
seldom  beheld.  (See  a  sketch  of  him  in  plate  51 .)  Indeed,  it  occurred  to 
me  that  he  had  all  the  air  and  manner  of  a  well-bred,  vivacious  American 
gentleman;  and  the  only  thing  Indian  in  his  appearance  was  his  com- 
plexion. His  people,  whom  he  represents  as  living*  three  days'  travel 
from  this  place,  have  the  reptiiation  of  being  quite  intelligent  and  orderly — 
it  being  one  of  the  articles  of  their  political  as  well  as  religious  creed,  that 
they  are  at  liberty  under  no  circumstances  to  lake  human  life;  and  in 
regard  to  infidelity  on  the  part  of  their  women,  their  laws  are  said  to  be 
very  stringent.  These  people,  I  am  informed,  herd  stock,  grow  com,  and 
live  in  pueblos,  of  which  there  are,  according  to  the  Moqui  present  at 
this  time,  but  three.  It  is  reported  that  originally  they  had  a  greater 
number  of  towns;  but,  one  or  more  of  them  becoming  guilty  of  shedding 
human  blood,  they  were  on  that  account  exscinded.  Does  not  this  article 
of  their  creed,  if  true,  point  to  a  civilized  origin?  At  all  events,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  features,  manners,  and  general  appearance  of  the  Moqui 
I  have  seen  to  belie  such  an  hypothesis,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  great  detd 
to  make  it  probable.* 

Martinez,  the  principal  Navajo  chief,  brought  in  a  beautiful  mule  this 
morning  to  present  to  the  colonel  commanding.  The  <Jolonel,  however, 
with  the  remark  that  it  was  neither  customary  nor  proper  on  the  part  of 
public  officers  to  receive  such  presents,  graciously  declined  it. 

There  having  been  various  contradictory  reports  among  us  relative  to 
other  American  troops  having  visited  Chelly  besides  Colonel  Washing- 
ton's command,  I  to-day  inquired  ol  j^lartinez  whether  such  was  the 
fiwt.    His  reply  was,  that  the  first  American  troops  that  had  visited  Chelly 
■  were  those  at  present  there. 

The  climate  of  this  valley  we  find  much  milder  during  the  night  than 
that  we  have  heretofore  experienced  since  leaving  Jemez. 

*iiia  proper,  however,  to  ttate,  that  SeAor  Viinli  who  has  twice  Tisited  these  people,  aaye 
be  Know8  ni  thin^  of  ihia  peculiar  article  of  ih^-ir  fdith.  He  knows,  ho>vever,  that,  though  they 
are  a  doeile  people,  ihey  once  were  in  a  defensive  war  with  the  Navajos,  against  whom  they 
used  the  bow  and  arrow.  1  suspect,  when  the  exact  truth  is  known  with  re^rd  to  these  people, 
it  will  be  found  that,  though  incUned  to  a  state  of  peacft»  they  sre  not  bo  disinclined  to  war  as 
not,  und«r  cof  reive  circttnoatanccs,  to  stand  up,  even  at  the  risk  of  bloodshed,  to  defend  their  lives 
and  property. 
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Timtieih  eampy  September  10. — Colonel  Washington  leam'ng  yes- 
inlay  ftom  Chapatoh  that  Captain  Ker  was  not  on  his- way  to  meet  him 
Hthis  place,  as  he  was  led  at  xumecha,  through  information  from  a  chief, 
b believe  might  be  the  case,  and  a  report  havmg  been  received  that  the 
ijwhes  had  within  a  few  days  made  an  attack  upon  the  friendly  Pueblo 
Wiansof  Zufii,and  killed  anumberof  them,  the  programme  of  operations 
hsaccordingly  been  altered,  and  our  destination  is  now  Santa  Pe,  by  the 
Wf  of  Zuiii— the  object  being  to  afford  this  people  all  the  necessary  aid 
Tkich  their  reported  situation  demands. 

The  troops  accordingly  took  up  their  line  of  march  from  Chelly  at  7 
I.II1.,  the  general  course  for  the  day  being  southeast.  For  the  first  two 
nlesour  route  lay  up  the  valley  of  Chelly,  and  then  turned  moreeast- 
^irdly,  it  at  this  point  commencing  the  ascent  of  a  species  of  mesay  or 
Hker  upland.  Three  miles  further,  the  road  approximates  within  a  few 
jais  of  the  Canon  of  Chelly,  To  this  point  the  road  is  exceedingly 
wkyaud  hiUyj  but  these  hills  can  in  all  probability  be  avoided  by  con- 
teoiog  up  the  valley  of  Chelly  as  &r  as  the  opposite  point  mentioned,  and 
kn  turamg  to  the  left  up  the  mesa.  (See  map.)  The  country  at  the  pomt 
Ared  to  begins  to  be  rolling — scrub  pine  and  a  species  of  spruce,  thickly 
Mospersed,  constituting  the  sylva.  Four  miles  further,  a  protrusion  of 
ftp  rock,  looking  for  all  the  world  like  the  square  tower  of  a  church,  with 
»indows,could  be  seen ,  bearing  northeast,  some  twelve  miles  off.  Eighteen 
>8es  from  our  last  camp,  we  commenced  the  ascent  of  the  Sierra  de 
^fwifl,  the  slope  of  which  wagons  would  find  some  difllculty  in  over- 
nuing,  unless  one  more  easy  could  be  found — a  thing  not  at  all  improb- 
*le— or  some  labor  be  expended.  The  ascent  we  found  to  be  two  miles 
*Bf— which  accomplished,  we  were  on  a  plateau;  a  mile  more  bringing 
istootur  camp-ground  for  the  night,  where  we  find  an  abundance  of 
»wd,  a  sufficiency  of  pasturage,  but  no  water. 

The  soil  to-day  has  been  principally  of  an  arid,  argillaceous  character — 
kscrob  pme  and  cedar  characterizing  this  portion  of  the  route.  Since  com- 
*adDg  the  ascent  of  the  Sierra  delxxguna,  scrub  oak  and  yellow  pine  of  a 
^je  growth  have  been  the  sylva.  Cacti  have  been  frequently  seei:. 
*« crossed  a  number  of  heavy  Navajo  trails;  and  signs  of  large  droves  of 
fcepwere  observable.  The  day's  march  has  been  20.50  miles. 
TfBeniyJirst  campy  September  11. — ^The  troops  raised  camp  at  a  quarter 
*f6a.  m.,  and  followed,  as  yesterday,  a  well  beaten  trail — the  general 
'wne  for  the  day  continuing  about  southeast.  Having  proceeded  two 
^&  half  miles,  one  of  the  guards  sent  in  advance  yesterday  to  find 
^r  returning  and  informing  the  colonel  commanding  that  there  Was 
^  in  a  caHon  to  the  left,  al^ut  five  miles  off,  a  detour  to  the  northeast 
^made  by  the  troops  in  order  to  reach  it.  This  cafion  is  said  to  be  a 
Wh  of  the  Canon  de  Chelly;  and  its  banks  were  so  steep  as  to  make  it 
^^f^txsxY  f^^i*  ^^  animals  to  be  disburdened  of  their  packs  to  enable  them 
pleach  the  water  at  its  bottom.  The  supply  we  found  ample,  and  it 
•wbtless  is  constant. 

After  halting  for  about  an  hour,  the  troops  resumed  the  march,  the 
^aing  portion  of  the  day's  route  continuing  slightly  more  southwardly, 
for  the  first  fourteen  and  a  half  miles  the  country  is  a  pine  barren,  re- 
*>*ling  very  much  in  appearance,  and  in  the  arenaceous  character  of  its 
*  the  pine  barrens  of  Florida,  excepting  that  the  former  is  more  com- 
M.  Porthe  remaining  portion  of  the  route^  it  is  aroUing  prairie,  variegated 
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with  copses  of  piiion — the  soil  being  of  a  reddish  color,  argillaceons  it 
character,  and  doubtless  fertile,  if  sufficiently  watered.  Five  miles  befow 
reaching  our  present  camp,  a  m^a  escarpment  comes  in  from  the  left,  anc 
skirts  the  road  on  that  side  for  the  balance  of  the  way.  The  walls  of  thi 
mesa  are  probably  from  three  to  four  hundred  feet  in  height.  Just  before 
reaching  camp,  a  most  singular-looking  column  appears  on  the  left  of  tfy 
road — ^resembling,  when  viewed  near  by,  a  vase;  when  remotely,  a  statue 
It  is  of  sandstone  formation,  and  has  an  altitude  of  from  thirty  to  fortj 
feet.     (See  sketch  in  plate  56.) 

Our  camp  for  the  night  is  more  pleasant  than  usual — a  small  pond  o 
lake,  bordered  by  a  margin  of  green  luxuriant  grass,  being  directly  ii 
front  of  us,  to  gladden  our  sight;  and  the  beautiful  stratified  walls  of  thi 
Canoncito  Bonito,  down  which  we  are  to  turn  to  morrow,  adding  iti 
beauty  to  thescene.  Some  ducks,  I  notice,  are  constantly  hovering  arounic 
this  spot. 

The  road  to-day  has  been  good.  The  distance  marched  is  24.83  miles 
Several  showers  of  rain  have  passed  around  us. 

Astronomical  observations  put  this  camp  in  longitude  109*^  15'  30". 

Twenty-second  campf  September  V2. — trailing,  on  account  of  ahaaj 
atmosphere,  to  get  my  usual  astronomical  observations  last  evening,  ] 
succeeded,  after  the  exercise  of  a  great  deal  of  patience,  to  get  a  few  bare!] 
tolerable  ones  after  midnight. 

The  command  left  this  excellent  camp-ground  at  seven  a.  m. — its  gen 
eral  course  for  the  day.  being  a  trifle  west  of  south.  Immediately  on  re 
suming  the  march,  we  turned  short  to  the  left,  or  eastwardly,  to  tbreac 
the  Canoncito  Bonito^  (Beautiful  Little  Canon.)  This  cation,  which  h 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  is,  on  account  of  its  high  eficlosin§ 
walls,  and  the  well-defined  character  of  their  stratification,  beautiful 
The  walls,  which  are  nearly  vertical,  are  probably  from  three  to  fouj 
hundred  feet  high.  Their  formation  is  a  red  fi*iable  sandstone — the  strat 
ification,  which  discloses  a  dip  of  about  ten  degrees  towards  the  east,  ai 
also  the  line  of  clearage,  being  very  distinctly  marked.  The  width  o 
the  cafion  is  about  one  hundred  feet,  a  small  stream  ^finding  its  waj 
through  its  bottom.  This  canon  differs  from  that  of  Chelly,  in  thf 
face  of  its  walls  not  being  so  smooth,  in  not  presenting  as  large  unstralA 
fied  masses,  and  in  having  a  talus  of  debris  si  the  foot  of  the  walls. 

This  canon  passed  through,  the  route  turned  almost  due  south — follow- 
ing, for  the  remaining  portion  o!*  the  day,  a  succession  of  wide,  shallow 
fertile  valleys,  which  are  generally  bordered  on  their  eastern  side  by  es- 
carpment walls  of  a  white  and  red  sandstone  formation. 

Just  after  we  debouched  firom  the  Canoncito  Bonito^  a  most  singular 
prospect  of  detached  turret-like  rocks  appeared  skirting  the  valley  jusi 
referred  to  on  its  eastern  side.  And  down  the  valley,  in  a  more  southerlj 
direction,  a  trap  dike  of  a  striking  character  presented  itself,  a  short  dis 
tance  to  our  front.  For  a  sketch  of  this  view,  see  plate  37.  This  dyke, 
on  examination,  I  found  to  present  a  most  interesting  exhibition  of  igne* 
ous  action  and  vertical  protrusion.  Its  height  above  the  plain  is  some 
three  or  four  hundred  feet;  its  breadth,  one  hundred  and  My;  and  its 
length ,  about  two  hundred  yards.  Its  strike  is  nearly  due  east.  Here  can  be 
seen,  in  the  same  formation,  rocks  that  have  been  once  perfectly  fused, 
and  then  cooled  under  pressure,  the  effect  being  to  make  them  more 
dense;  rocks  that  have  been  fused,  and  then  cooled  under  the  pressuM 
only  of  the  atmosphere^  the  effect  bemg  to  make  them  scoiiaceoiis^  and 
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locks  that  look  as  if  they  had  not  been  fused,  but  merely  baked.  I  no- 
ticed also  here^  in  a  sort  of  cave^  a  large  mass  of  the  same  kind  of  blacky 
igglutinated,  pitchy  substance  I  have  already  described  as  having  been 
seen,  August  24,  in  the  rocks  of  the  Ckinon  de  la  Copa.  It  was  here,  as 
there,  intemiingled  with  bits  of  straw,  &c-  These  cure  the  only  trap  rocks 
ve  have  seen  near  our  route  since  we  left  our  eighteenth  camp. 

About  nine  miles  from  our  last  camp,  on  the  route,  is  HieneguUld  de 
Mam,  where  we  found  some  very  cold  water,  and  grass  of  an  excellent 

Sty.  The  supply  of  water  here  is  probably  perennial.  Three  miles 
er,  some  very  singular  whitish  abutment  rocks,  probably  of  sand- 
stone, ar3  to  be  seen  on  the  left,  jutting  out  from  among  rocks  of  a  sand- 
skme  character  and  red  color.  The  difference  in  the  complexion  and 
diape  of  the  former  of  these  rocks  indicates  a  superior  hardness,  in  the 
famation  of  which  there  are  prommences.  Four  miles  further,  just  to 
the  right  of  the  road^  appears  a  beautiful  exhibition  of  horizontal  stratifi* 
oiion,  terminating  in  one  of  a  bent,8emicircular  character— the  strata  (red 
tt>Qe)  in  the  last  case  being  concentric,  4ike  the  coatings  of  an  onion,  and 
liisclosing  themselves  both  by  a  side  and  end  view.  Eighteen  miles  from 
«r  last  camp,  we  crossed  a  rough,  bad  place,  where  some  little  labor  would 
k  required  to  make  it  practicable  for  wagons.  Two  miles  further,  im- 
loediately  on  the  left  of  the  road,  are  two  enormous  hemispherical  masses 
of  solid  sandstone  rock,  the  radius  of  one  of  them  being  about  one  hun- 
ted feet. 

After  a  march  of  23.02  miles,  reaching  a  babbling  streamlet  of  excel- 
lent water,  which  heads  in  a  spring  not  far  distant,  and  the  vicinity  afford- 
ing fine  pasturage  and  ^denty  of  fuel,  we  encamped. 

The  soil  to-day  along  the  route  has  been  of  an  argillaceous  character^ 
and  looks  as  if  it  might  produce  well.  As  usual,  pine  and  cedar,  of  rather 
a«cnib  growth,  have  constituted  the  timber.  A  deer  was  killed  by  a  sol- 
dier this  morning,  after  running  the  gauntlet  of  numerous  shots  from  the 
command — myself,  among  the  number,  throwing  away  a  pistol  shot.  This 
is  the  first  deer  which  *as  been  killed  by  any  of  the  party.  The  scarcity 
tf  this  kind  of  game  may  therefore  readily  be  inferred.  Indeed,  a  more 
etched  country  for  game  of  every  kind  I  have  never  seen  than  that  we 
We  been  traversing  since  we  left  Santa  Pe.  A  rattlesnake  was  also  killed 
to-day,  and  a  wildcat  is  reported  to  have  been  seen.  I  noticed  to-day, 
fcr  the  first  time  on  the  march,  a  flock  of  blackbirds.  I  have  also  seen 
^ng  the  route  a  species  of  swallow  different  from  anything  of  the  kind 
I  have  ever  before  met  with.  It  is  peculiar  in  being,  a  large  portion  of  it, 
l»th  on  its  back  and  its  belly,  white.     It  probably  is  a  bank  swallow. 

It  is  reported  that  there  is  a  wagon-route  from  CanoncUo  Bmito  to  the 
Pueblo  of^  Jemez;  but,  as  I  have  no  certain  knowledge  of  its  existence, 
^  none  at  all  of  its  location,  1  caniiot  even  trace  it  generally  on  my  map. 

The  tongitude  of  this  camp,  by  observation,  is  found  to  be  1099  18'  30". 

Twenty-third  cawp,  September  13. — In  consequence  of  a  settled,  steady 
ain,nearly  all  last  night— a  thing  uncommon  in  this  country — the  troops  did 
Qot  raise  camp  to-day  till  about  noon.  Our  route  today  has  been  a  litde 
«asl  of  south,  through  a  narrow  valley,  skirted  on  the  left  by  a  red  sand- 
stone escarpment,  and  on  the  right  by  a  height^  sloping  gently  towards  the 
^ley. 

Two  miles  on  the  way,  to  the  right  of  the  road,  a  cafion  comes  in  from 
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the  southwest,  exhibiting  some  red  sandstone  rocks,  beautifully  stratified 
in  curves,  very  similar  to  those  of  the  cycloid  reversed. 

Just  before  reaching  camp,  we  noticed  to  the  left  of  the  road  a  singular 
combination  of  swelling  buttresses,  vertical  piers,  and  caves,  and  surmount- 
ing the  whole  a  natural  sandstone  formation,  having  very  much  the  ap 
pearanceof  a  tankard.  The  cover,  as  well  as  the  handle,  was  perfect  in 
outline — ^the  latter  appearing  not  a  little  like  the  imbodiment  of  William 
Penn.     (See  sketch  in  plate  68.) 

A  few  hundred  yards  from  this,  in  the  direction  of  our  progress,  a  beau- 
tiful view  opened  upon  us,  made  up  of  finely  stratified  and  variegated 
rocks,  and  a  refreshing  green  valley,  interspersed  with  copses  of  cedar. 

The  soil  to-day  has  been  argillaceous,  and  looks  productive.  The  sylva 
has  been  large  yellow  pine,  cedar  of  a  medium  size,  and  a  few  scruboaks. 
The  artemisia  has  been  very  common.  Limestone  boulders  have  been 
seen  to-day  for  the  first  time  since  we  left  the  valley  of  the  Rio  de  Jemez. 
Fragments  of  pottery  are  found  about  our  present  encampment,  as  they 
have  been  about  others;  and,  wimt  seems  strange,  and  has  occurred  at 
other  points,  is,  that  you  not  unfrequent'y  find  it  in  localities  where  you 
would  not  suppose  anybody  would  ever  think  of  having  a  habitation. 

Our  encampment  to-night  appears  peculiarly  beautiful.  The  heavens 
are  deeply  blue;  the  stars  shine  resplendently  bright;  the  bivouac  fires 
mark  well  the  form  and  extent  of  the  camp;  and  peacefully  ascendingcan 
be  seen  the  blue  smoke — the  whole  forming,  in  combination  with  the  gen- 
eral cheerfulness  which  pervades  all  nature,  both  animate  and  inanimate,  a 
most  pleasing  picture.  Indeed,  this  cheerfulness  has  been  a  general  char- 
acteristic of  our  encampments  ever  since  we  began  the  march. 

The  water  near  our  camp,  which  is  in  small  pools,  can  only  be  relied 
on  after  showers.     The  grazing  is  good,  and  wood  abundant. 

Some  cutting  of  cedars  along  the  route  today  would  probably  be 
required  to  make  it  practicable  for  wagons. 

Tweniy-fourth  eatnp^  September  14. — The  ma||h  was  resumed  at  7 
o'clock  a.  m.,  the  course  for  the  day  being  about  southeast.  Two  miles 
on  the  route,  we  crossed  an  atroyoy  comingin  from  the  north,  and  coursing 
through  a  valley  half  a  mile  wide,  this  valley  being  skirted  on  either  side 
by  fMsa  heights  of  red  sandstone.  The  arroyo,  I  noticed,  had  a  few  cotton 
trees  bordering  it.  Five  miles  more  brought  us  to  a  steep  hill,  about 
eighty  feet  high — ascending  which,  we  got  out  of  the  valley  we  had  been 
traversing  since  we  left  camp.  Wagons,  to  overcome  this  hill,  would  re- 
quire a  slope  of  easier  ascent  than  the  one  we  followed;  and  this  could  be 
attained  by  making  a  road,  half  excavation  and  half  emba!nkment,  along 
the  side  of  the  hill,  or,  what  is  very  probable,  by  finding  a  natural  grade 
at  some  other  locality.  Three  miU«  further,  another  very  steep  hill,  of 
about  one  hundred  feet  in  altitude,  was  surmounted*  Here,  as  at  the 
other  hill,  a  better  locality  could  doubtless  be  found  for  a  wagon-road,  or 
this  one  be  made  practicable,  as  suggested  in  relation  to  the  other.  The 
ascent  of  this  hill  accomplished,  we  again  descended  and  crossed  another 
valley,  and  then  a  succession  of  shallow  ones,  until  we  reached  a  cane- 
brake  pond,  where,  finding  a  bare  sufficiency  of  water  and  some  good  grass, 
we  encamped.  ^  The  taste  of  the  water,  as  well  as  its  discoloring  effect 
upon  the  soil  through  which  it  oozes,  shows  it  to  be  decidedly  of  a  cha- 
lybeate character. 
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Fragments  of  painted  pottery  were  seen  to-day  for  miles  strewed  along 
Ihe  road. 

The  soil,  for  the  first  two-thirds  of  the  route,  has  been  argillaceous  and 
fertile;  the  last  third  was  arenaceous  and  arid.  The  stjlvahasheen  piiion, 
yellow  pine,  and  cedar-.  Artemisia,  as  usual,  has  been  very  common. 
Nodules  of  compact  limestone  are  found  on  the  road  eight  miles  from  our 
last  camp,  in  an  aTgillaceous  soil.  More  labor  would  be  required  on  the 
route  to  day  to  make  it  practicable  for  wagons  than  upon  any  portion  since 
deleft  Chelly;  but  still  it  can  be  done  without  a  very  considerable  expen- 
tfmre  of  labor. 

Onr  march  to-day,  though  but  12.09  miles,  hasbsen,  on  account  of  the 
feat,  more  exhausting  to  the  men  than  any  day's  march  we  have  had. 

I  find  this  camp,  by  astronomical  observation,  to  be  in  latitude  35^  11' 
W,  and  longitude  109^  6'  45". 

Tysenty fifth  camp^  Septernber  15. — The  troops  decamped  at  7  o'clock 
im. — the  general  course  for  the  day  being,  as  yesterday,  about  soutli- 
fasL  They  immediately  commenced  ascending  a  hill,  which  would  re- 
quire a  little  labor  to  make  it  practicable  for  wagons.  Having  proceeded 
four  and  a  half  miles,  we  reached  the  brow  of  a  long  gradual  slope,  whence 
an  extended  prospect  of  distant  moimtaiiMi,  motnttain  peaks,  mesas,  and 
talleys  burst  upon  us,  some  of  these  peaks  being  probably  as  much  as  one 
hundred  nrtles  off.  Three  and  a  half  miles  further,  we  crossed  an  arroyoj 
which  would  require  some  little  labor  to  make  it  traversable  by  wagons. 
Haifa  mile  further,  an  old  rubble  stone  wall,  without  mortar,  of  an  inferior 
character,  ^vas  passed  on  our  left.  Two  miles  further,  a  couple  of  mesa 
monnds,  with  a  very  singular-looking  pinnacle  standing  isolated  between 
them,  were  also  to  be  seen  on  the  left. 

Thirteen  miles  from  our  las^t  camp,  we  entered  the  valley  of  the  Rio  del 
ftscadoy  (or,  as  some  call  the  stream,  the  Rio  de  Zuui,)  which  we  find 
extensively  cultivated  in  corn.  There  are  indications  also  of  there  having 
been  an  abundant  harvest  of  wheat.  The  Pueblo  of  Zuiii,  when  first  seen, 
about  three  mileis  off,  appeared  like  a  low  ridge  of  brownish  rocks — not  a 
tree  being  visible  (a  general  characteristic  of  Mexican  and  pueblo  towns) 
to  relieve  the  nakedness  of  its  appeamnce.  We  had  not  more  than  begun 
^  get  sight  of  the  pueblo,  when  we  noticed  a  body  of  Indians  approaching 
OS  from  it.  This  party  purported  to  be  a  deputation,  headed  by  the  gov-^ 
emor  (cacu[iie)  and  alcalffe,  which  had  come  out  for  the  purpose  of* 
escorting  tlie  governor  of  New  Mexico  (Colonel  Washington)  into  town. 
Their  reception  of  the  governor  and  his  suite  was  very  cordial.  The 
ofeo&fe,  I  noticed,  was  habited  in  the  undress  frock  of  the  officers  of  the 
army,  garnished  with  the  white  metallic  button. 

After  proceeding  in  company  about  a  mile,  we  were  unexpectedly 
saluted,  at  a  preconcerted  signal  from  a  chief,  with  an  exhibition  of  a 
sham  fight,  in  whi(jh  men,  young  and  old,  and  boys  entered  with  great 
spirit.  Guns  were  fired,  dust  was  thrown  in  the  air,  men  on  foot  and  on 
horseback  could  be  seen  running  hurry-skurry  hither  and  thither,  t-ie 
war-whoop  was  yelled,' and  altogether  quite  an  exciting  scene  was  exliih- 
ited.  Just  as  we  reached  the  town,  quite  an  interesting  scene  occurr.?d. 
All  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  place,  inckiding  gray-headed  old  men,  the 
middle  aged,  and  the  youthful  portion  of  the  population,  came  out  to  see 
the  governor  and  shake  hands  with  him.  It  was  particularly  interesting 
to  see  the  juvenile  portion  of  the  community  engaged  in  this  refined  act 
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of  courtesy.  The  governor  and  suite  were  .then  condncted  to  the  casa 
(house)  of  the  govf^rnor  of  the  pueblo,  where  bread,  in  every  variety  ot 
*  form,  (loaf,  tortilla ^  and  ^uayavcy)  watermelons^  muskmelons^  and 
peaches,  were  laid  in  profusion  before  us. 

Governor  Washington  took  this  occasion  to  make  known  to  the  chief 
men  of  the  pueblo  the  cause  of  his  coming  among  them,  (the  report,  now 
found  to  be  felse,  of  the  Apaches  having  killed  some  of  their  people,)  and 
expressed  to  them  the  great  satisfaction  he  felt  in  seeing  their  people  in  so 
flourishing  a  condition.  He  also  represented  to  them  the  care  which  the 
government  of  the  United  States  had  for  their  welfare.  The  talk  over, 
the  governor  and  suite,  after  bidding  their  hospitable  entertainers  cuiios, 
continued  their  journey  a  couple  of  miles  further  to  the  camp  for  the  night. 

Zuni  is  a  pueblo  or  Indian  town  situated  on  the  Rio  de  Zuni.  This 
river,  at  the  town,  has  a  bed  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide; 
the  stream,  however,  at  the  time  we  saw  it,  only  showed  a  breadth  of 
about  six  feet,  and  a  depth  of  a  few  inches.  It  is  represented  as  running 
into  the  Colorado  of  the  West.  The  town,  like  Santo  Domingo,  is  built 
terrace- shaped— each  story,  of  which  there  are  generally  three,  being 
smaller,  laterally,  so  that  one  story  answers  in  part  for  the  platform  of  the 
one  above  it.  It,  however,  is  far  more  compact  than  Santo  Domingo — ^its 
streets  being  narrow,  and  in  places  presenting  the  appearance  of  tunnels, 
or  covered  ways,  on  account  of  the  houses  extending  at  thesa  places  over 
them.  The  houses  are  generally  built  of  stone,  plastered  with  mud.  It 
has  a  Roman  Catholic  church,  m  dimensions  about  one  hundred  feet  by 
twenty-seven,  built  of  adobes.  A  miserable  painting  of  Nuestra  Seft/tra 
de  Guadalupe  and  a  couple  of  statues  garnish  the  walls  back  of  tlie 
chancel.  The  walls  elsewhere  are  perfectly  bare.  This  is  by  fiir  the  best- 
built  and  neatest-looking  pueblo  I  have  yet  seen,  though,  as  usual,  the 
ragged  picketed  sheep  and  goat  pens  detract  not  a  little  from  its  appear- 
ance. The  population  of  the  place,  based  upon  the  number  the  governor 
has  given  me  of  persons  capable  of  bearing  arms,  I  estimate  at  2,000. 
But,  judging  from  the  size  of  the  town  and  the  number  of  its  inhabi- 
tants 1  saw,  I  should  not  place  it  above  1,200.  Gregg,  I  notice,  puts  it  at 
between  1,000  and  1,600.*  And  the  author  of  Doniphan's  Expedition 
(page  195)  states  that  it  is  upwards  of  6.000. 

These  people  seem  hirther  advanced  in  the  arts  of  civilization  than  any 
•  Indians  I  have  seen.  They  have  large  herds  of  sheep  and  horses,  and 
extensively  cultivate  the  soil.  Being  far  off  from  any  mercantile  popula- 
tion, thejr  will  sell  nothing  for  money,  but  dispose  bf  their  commodities 
entirely  in  barter.  Some  of  our  command  thought,  from  their  apparent 
closeness  in  business  transactions,  they  were  the  most  contracted  people 
they  had  met.  But  to  my  mind,  in  view  of  the  treatment  which  they 
represent  themselves  to  have  received  from  a  party  of  California  emigrants 
which  hd^  but  a  week  or  two  previously  passed  through  their  town,  their 
conduct  discovered  only  a  proper  degree  of  caution — a  caution  founded  on 
the  principles  of  self-conservation,  and  which  it  was  wise  only  to  allow  to 
be  removed  in  proportion  as  they  discovered  us  to  be  different  from  that 
party,  or,  in  other  words,  more  worthy  of  their  confidence. 

In  Doniphan's  Expedition,  (pages  194,  195,  196,)  I  notice  that  this 

*  Commerce  of  the  Prairies,  note,  page  S69. 
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pueblo  is  represented  as  having  been  discovered  hy  that  expedition;  and 
the  author,  after  calling  it  *'  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  cities  in  the 
world,'*  adds,  **  that  perhaps  it  is  the  only  one  now  known  resembling 
those  of  the  ancient  Aztecs." 

As  regards  the  fact  of  its  remaining  undiscovered  until  the  expedition 
of  Colonel  Doniphan  brought  it  to  light,  I  have  only  to  remark,  that  the 
archives  of  the  State  Department  of  New  Mexico  show,  from  1692,  the 
year  when  these  people  were  reconquered  by  the  governor  and  captain- 
general  of  the  State^  Curro  Diego  de  Bargas  Zapata,  until  the  present 
time,  they  have  been  a  recognised  and  loyal  portion  of  said  territory.* 

And  as  respects  its  claim  to  be  regarded  as  ^^  one  of  the  most  extraordi- 
nary cities  in  the  world,''  and  as  undoubtedly  resembling,  and  as  proba- 
bly being  the  only  one  now  known  to  resemble,  'the  cities  of  the  ancient 
Aztecs,  the  only  marked  difference  I  can  perceive  between  it  and  the 
fueblos  I  have  visited  in  New  Mexico  is,  that  the  town  is  rather  more 
compactly  built,  and  its  streets  at  some  points  have  the  houses  built  over 
them,  in  the  habits  and  dress  of  the  people,  so  far  as  they  exhibited  them- 
selves to  us,  excepting  that  they  appeared  to  be  somewhat  more  advanced 
in  refinement,  I  could  observe  no  difference  between  them  and  the  other 
pueblos.  So  that  one  pueblo  seems  to  have  as  good  a  claim  to  tly  Aztec 
descent,  as  far  as  appears  to  be  known,  as  another.  And  who  can  say 
positively,  or  even  with  any  satisfactory  basis  of  hypothecation,  that  any 
of  them  are  descended  from  that  remarkable  people. 

It  is  true  that  these  people,  as  did  the  Aztecs,  possess  the  art  of  taming 
bhds;  and  some  might  reason  from  this  that  they  are  probably,  on  that  ac- 
count, from  the  same  stock.  But  the  people  of  the  Pueblo  of  Teswfue 
also  possess  the  same  art.  And  Abert  says  it  is  an  art  common  to  the 
"Pueblos"  generally. t  The  Tesuques  then, as  also  all  the  other  Pueblos, 
on  the  ground  mentioned,  (taming  of  birds,)  have  equal  claims  to  the 
same  descent.  But  the  langijages  of  the  Tesuques  and  the  Zuiiis,  as  will 
be  seen  by  referring  to  appendix  B,  are  radically  different.  They  cannot 
then  have  descended  from  a  common  stock.  In  other  words,  they  cannot 
both  be  of  Aztec  origin,  though  both  resemble  the  Aztecs  in  the  practice 

*  For  the  following  extract  from  the  official  journal  of  Dnn  Diego  de  Bargas  Zapata,  now  filed 
eaonj  the  archives  of  the  State  Deparunent  at  Santa  Fe,  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Samuel  Ellison,, 
dieofficiai  loterpreter  for  that  d«partment  As  it  fixes  the  date  of  the  reeonquering  of  Z'ifii  by 
ffev  Mexico,  and  dwcoTersinciiien tally  the  previous  Spanish  Roman  Catholic  rule  which  obtained 
«Trr  the  pueblo,  it  will  not  be  without  interest.  The  literal  translation  furnished  me  by  Mr. 
BliiOD'  )  ave  freely  turned  into  the  following : 

"Tuesday,  11th  November,  1693:  I,  the  said  governor  and  captain-general,  on  this  dty 
nuered  the  Pueblo  of  ZuSi,  and  received  the  submission  of  its  people.  On  the  same  day,  the 
Beverend  Fathe<s  Corbera  and  Banoso  baptized  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  children,  male  and 
fanale.  This  concluded,  1  was  conducted  lo  a  roono,  and  shown  an  altar,  on  which  Were  burning 
two  large  tallow  candles.  Removing  a  piece  of  ornament,  I  found  the  foUowing  articles  of  reli- 
SM  worship :  two  brass  images  of  Christ,  four  inches  in  length,  set  in  wooden  crosses ;  also 
•Bother  image  of  Christ,  eighteen  inches  long;  a  portrait  of  John  the  Baptist,  beautifully  executed;. 
<iDe  conseciated  vase,  gildra  with  gold  ;  a  small  box  with  two  plates  of  glasn,  in  which  the  host 
>  exposed  to  public  view;  four  chalices*  ail  of  silver,  and  of  different  pitierns ;  sne  ancient  mass- 
Itook,  very  well  preserved ;  one  confession-book,  in  the  Spanish  and  Mexican  language,  dx.,  dkc. 
D.  DiKoo  DE  B\RGA8  2Ufata,  Roque  Macbrbd, 

LuoAN  Ponce  de  Liok,  Juan  de  Dios, 

Martin  de  Aldat,  Cvceeo  de  Qodot. 

Juan  Paiz  Hurtada, 
**Befors  me:  ALQNZO  RAIL  DE  AQUILAR, 

Secretary  qf  8taU  mui  of  mnr.^'' 

tB<port  of  lieot.  J,  W.  Abett  of  iris  ^x«minfttioD  of  New  Mexico,  1846-M7,  October  30. 
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mentioned.  And  so  with  all  the  other  Pueblos.  The  different  langimges 
they  speak  are  all  resolvable  (see  appendix  B)  into  six  distinct  t*ingues. 
If,  then,  either  of  them  is  to  be  regarded  as  of  the  Aztec  descent,  on  the 
ground  stated,  all  the  others,  on  the  ground  of  a  radical  difference  of  lan- 
guage, must  be  thrown  out  of  the  pale  of  that  descent.  And  yet  they  all 
alike  practice  the  same  Aztec  art,  from  report.  The  idea  has  also  beea 
entertained  that  the  people  of  Zuiii  "live  in  houses  scooped  from  the 
solid  rock."  The  description  of  their  habitations  which  I  have  already 
given  will  show  this  to  be  a  fallacy. 

The  governor  of  Zuni  paid  us  a  visit  this  evening;  and  a  very  inter- 
esting man  we  found  him  to  be — about  six  feet  high,  athletic  in  structure, 
uncommonly  graceful  and  energetic  in  action,  fluent  in  language,  and  in- 
telligent— in  fact,  he  actually  charmed  me  with  his  elocution.  From  him 
I  learned  that  his  people,  a  long  time  ago,  lived  on  a  high  mesa  directly 
in  front  of  our  camp,  the. ruins  of  which,  he  says,  ore  still  visible,  (see 
a  sketch  of  Zuiii,  with  the  mesa  referred  to  in  the  background,  in  plate 
59;)  that,  according  to  tradition,  the  cause  of  their  quitting  it  for  their 
present  location  was  as  follows:  The  waters  of  the  valley  on  one  occasion 
came  up  higher  and  higher,  until  at  last  they  threatened  to  sweep  them  all 
away  fi\  the  flood.  Seeing  this,  they  resorted  to  this  expedient  to  save 
themselves:  they  let  down  into  the  waters,  from  the  me-a,  a  man  and  a 
wommi  who  had  never  known  each  other,  and  the  result  was  their  imme- 
diate subsidence.  But  why  they  should  go  down  from  a  mesa  height 
into  a  valley  to  protect  themselves  from  another  possible  rise  of  water,  ia 
not  apparent.  I,  however,  give  the  narration  just  as  it  was  interpreted  to 
me  by  the  official  interpreter.  The  waters,  the  chief  said,  came  from  the 
Rio  Grande  and  other  rivers,  and  spouted  up  all  around.  If  this  rise  of 
water  is  not  altogether  a  fable,  I  know  no  other  way  to  account  for  it  than 
by  supposing  it  to  have  been  the  result  of  an  earthquake.  He  further  rep- 
resents that  they  came  originally  from  the  setting  sun.  To  the  question, 
whence  the  origin  of  the  Albinos  among  them,  he  replied  that  they  were 
all  of  pure  Zuiii  blood,  (and  I  have  since  learned  from  him,  at  Santa  Pe, 
that  there  are  but  seven  of  them  among  his  people.)  In  regard  to  the 
ruins  on  the  Chaco,  he  says  he  has  seen  them,  but  knows  nothing  of  their 
origin. 

Two  Navajos  came  into  camp  this  afternoon  and  delivered  up  a  captive 
Mexican  boy.  They  represent  they  are  from  Chtcsca,  and  that  their  peo- 
ple are  collecting  the  stolen  property  for  the  purpose  of  surrendering  it, 
agreeably  to  treaty. 

The  services  of  the  Pen  bio  Indians  being  no  longer  required,  they  w'-ere 
this  evening,  after  a  complimentary  notice  of  their  conduct  by  the  colonel 
commanding,  discharged. 

The  soil  to-day  along  the  route,  for  the  first  eight  miles,  was  arena- 
ceous; for  the  balance  of  the  way,  it  was  argillo-arenaceous.  For  the  first 
ten  miles,  the  sy/wa  was  cedar  and  piiion;  for  the  balance  of  the  way, 
there  was  no  wood  to  speak  of.  The  distance  marched  was  17.45  miles. 
The  road  was  heavy,  but,  with  some  little  labor  upon  the  arroyosy  can  be 
made  practicable  for  wagons. 

Just  before  reaching  Zuni,  we  passed  the  dead  body  of  an  Indian  lying 
perfectly  exposed  upon  the  ground.  We  afterwards  learned  from  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  pueblo  that  the  body  was  thatt)f  a  Navajo  prisoner,  whom 
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they  had  killed  five  days  since,  by  direction  of  a  California  emigrant. 
Competent  authority,  surely! 

Twniiy  sixth  carnp^  September  16. — I  left  this  morning  in  advance  of 
the  troops,  to  visit  the  ruins  of  Old  Zuiii  spoken  of  by  the  governor  of  the 
paeblo  last  evening.  To  reach  the  mesa  on  which  they  are  represented 
K)  be  situated,  1  passed  a  large  number  of  cornfields.  On  reaching  the 
foot  of  the  mesay  I  found  the  ascent  so  difficult  as  not  to  he  able,  with  the 
time  I  had  at  my  disposal,  to  reach  its  summit.  I  therefore  struck  off 
dbgonally  to  meet  the  command,  which  I  noticed  had,  in  the  mean  time, 
aithe  usual  hour — 7  a.  m. — resumed  its  march.  I  paused,  however, 
sufficiently  long  near  the  mesa  to  contemplate  the  figure  of  a  woman 
seated  high  up  upon  a  pedestal,  from  which,  with  face  turned  towards 
tte  probable  locality  of  the  ruins,  she  presented  the  appearance  of  one 
overcome  with  grief  at  the  sad  picture  which  lay  before  her.  The  formation 
was  probably  of  sandstone;  and  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that  the  narrative 
flade  by  the  governor  last  evening  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  con- 
ait. 

The  route  to-day,  which  has  been  slightly  north  of  east,  up  the  valley 
«f  the  Rio  de  Zuhij  after  getting  a  mile  and  a  half  firom  camp,  passed  be- 
tween a  couple  of  low  mesas,  capped  with  basaltic  trap — that  on  the  left  be- 
iQg  surmounted  with  the  remains  of  some  old  but  comparatively  recent 
buildings  and  corral  enclosures.  These  structures  have  been  built  of 
basaltic  boulders,  coarsely  held  together  with  mud  mortar.  The  circuit 
rfthe  pueblo,  in  plan,  is  about  five  hundred  by  one  hundred  feet.  I  no- 
ticed here,  for  the  first  time  on  the  march,  a  beautiful  exhibition  of  lava, 
which  had  been  fixed  in  its  wavy,  undulating  state  by  sudden  refrigera- 
tion. This  locality  is  the  commencement,  eastward,  of  the  evidences  of 
a  basaltic,  if  not  of  a  comparatively  recent  volcanic  overflow,  and  on  that 
account  was  regarded  by  me  with  considerable  interest.  The  thickness 
of  the  overflow  was  as  much  as  thirty  feet  above  the  soil,  and  seemed  also 
to  extend  below  it. 

A  mile  and  a  half  further,  we  crossed  the  Rio  de  Zuiii — its  bed  at  this 
point  being  about  thirty  feet  wide,  and  very  miry.  We  then  threaded  a 
canon  of  about  three  hundred  yards  in  breadth,  bounded  by  mesa  walls 
fif  sandstone. 

Twelve  miles  from  our  last  camp,  we  passed,  on  our  left,  the  ruins 
of  another  old  pueblo,  the  plan  of  whicn  was  about  three  htmdred  by 
fciir  hundred  feet.  The  houses,  I  noticed,  were  continuous  in  stnic- 
tine,  originally  two  stories  in  height;  had  been  built  of  flat  stones,  cement- 
ed by  mud  mortar;  and  were  arranged  on  the  sides  of  a  rectangle,  thus 
making  a  large  interior  court.  In  the  centre  of  the  court,  I  noticed  what 
appeared  to  have  been  a  square  estuffa,  eighteen  by  twelve  feet  in  plan, 
aikd  ten  feet  in  height — its  flat  roof,  oxazotea^  still  remaining  quite  perfect. 
The  floor  joists  of  the  houses  could  still  be  seen  protruding  from  the  walls, 
in  a  very  good  etate  of  preservation ;  and  fireplaces  and  chimneys  were  yet 
apparent.  This  pueblo,  like  those  on  the  Chaco,  ranges  about  north  and 
south,  but  in  the  details  of  its  masonry  it  is  far  inferior;  and  in  the  style  of 
its  architecture  it  resembles  not  a  little  that  of  the  Mexicans  of  the  present 
day.  Indeed,  the  evidences  are  that  it  is  of  a  comparatively  modern  origin. 
The  court-yard,  I  noticed,  had  been  recently  cut  into  corrals  for  stock. 
Fragments  of  pottery,  as  usuelI,  lay  scattered  around.  In  Doniphan's 
Expedition,  pages   197,  198,  I  read  as  follows;  "On  the  head-waters 
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of  the  Piscaoy  and  high  up  in  the  mountains,  Colonel  Doniphan  relates 
that  he  came  to  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  city.  Near  the  ruins  are  immense 
beds  of  vitreous  deposite  and  blackened  scoriae,  presenting  the  appearance 
of  an  immense  molten  lake  in  the  valleys,  and  other  volcanic  remams,  with 
chasms  and  apertures  opening  down  through  tiiis  stratum  of  lava  to  an 
unknown  depth.  This  vitreous  surface,  with  its  sharp  asperities,  was  ex- 
ceedingly severe  on  the  feet  of  the  mules  and  horses,  wearing  them  to  the 
quick  in  a  short  time.  The  figure  of  the  city  was  that  of  an  exact  square^ 
set  north  and  south,  so  that  its  four  sides  corresponded  with  the  four  car- 
dinal points.  In  the  centre  was  a  large  square,  or  plaza,  which,  from  its 
appearance,  might  have  been  used  for  military  parade-grounds,  and  for 
corralling  stock  in  the  night  time.'*  Query?  As  the  ruins  I  have  just  de- 
scribed are  the  only  ones  we  saw  on  the  head- waters  of  the  Pescado  (which 
we  followed  up  to  its  source)  approaching  the  form  of  a  square,  are  they  not 
the  same  as  those  referred  to  in  the  above  extract?  But  we  saw  nothing  of 
the  ^'extensive  molten  lake  in  the  valleys,  with  chasms  and  apertures  open- 
ing down  through  lava  to  an  unknown  depth,"  spoken  of  as  being  near  the 
ruins;  neither  did  our  animals  have  their  hoofs  ^^worn  to  the  quick  in  a 
short  time"  by  travelling  over  any  vitreous  surfaces.* 

But  to  proceed  with  my  journal:  There  are  about  the  ruins  just  advert- 
ed to  some  fine  springs;  and  the  waters  of  the  Rio  del  Pescado  course 
directly  by  it,  clear  and  bubbling.  The  soil  in  the  vicinity  exhibits  signs 
of  recent  cultivation,  and  appearances  indicate  that  the  valley  in  this  quarter 
was  once  yet  more  extensively  cultivated.  Two  miles  further  brought  us  ta 
a  couple  of  noble  springs,  bubbling  up,  pure  and  cold,  from  the  foot  of  some 
basaltic  rocks.  These  springs  seem  to  be  the  main  sources  of  the  Rio  del 
Pescado,  (Rio  de  Zuni,)  and  are  called  Los  Ojos  del  Pesceulo,  Near 
thesQ  springs  we  are  encamped. 

Within  a  few  yards  of  us  are  several  heaps  of  pueblo  ruins.  Two  of 
them,  on  examination,  1  found  to  be  of  elliptical  shape,  and  approximating 
a  thousand  feet  in  circuit.  The  buildings  seem  to  have  been  chiefly  built 
on  the  periphery  of  the  ellipsis,  leaving  a  large  intenor  court;  but  their  style 
and  the  details  of  their  construction,  except  that  they  were  built  of  stone 
and  mud  mortar,  are  not  distinguishable  in  the  general  mass.  The  areas 
of  each  are  now  so  overgrown  with  bushes,  and  so  much  commingled 
with  mother  earth,  as,  except  upon  critical  examination,  »o  be  scarcely  dis- 
tinguishable from  natural  mounds.  The  usual  quantum  of  pottery  lies 
scattered  around. 

The  governor  of  Zuni,  who  is  again  on  a  visit  to  us,  informs  us  that 
the  ruins  I  have  just  described,  as  also  those  seen  a  couple  of  miles  back, 
are  the  remains  of  pueblos  which  his  people  Ibrmerly  inhabited.  He 
has  brought  to  Colonel  Washington  a  finished  specimen  of  the  wicker- ware 
which,  both  among  the  Navajos  and  the  Zunis,  1  have  noticed,  in  the 
shape  of  large  bowls  and  vases.  This  species  of  vegetable  ware  is  of  so 
closely-compacted  a  texture  as  to  hold  water,  and  is  superior  to  anything 
of  the  kind  I  have  ever  seen  in  the  States.  The  Zuni  give  the  Coj/sten> 
Indians  the  credit  of  making  them. 

*  Some  fifty  miles  east  of  this  locality,  on  our'rou'e  to  Lazuna,  we  met  acres  of  lava,  and 
eztennive  fisiiu^e^;  but  this  was  on  the  liead-waiers  of  the  Rio  San  JoFe,  a  tribataiy  of  thft 
Rio  Puerco.    I  never  keard,  however,  that  our  anioiaJs  KUlltred  Xrom  soie  fetU 
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TTic  (lay's  march  has  been  13.71  miles.  The  route,  which  has  been  of  a 
fiadnal  ascent,  excepting  for  an  inconsiderable  portion  of  it,  among  some 
basaltic  rocks,  and  at  the  crossing  of  the  Rio  de  Zuiii — neither  of  these 
riaces  presenting  any  formidable  impediments — is  excellent  for  wagons. 
The  soil  of  the  valley,  which  is  of  an  argillo-arenaceous  character,  is  ex- 
ceedingly fertile.  Scrub  cedars  have  dotted  the  hills,  and  the  artemisia 
the  vidleys. 

We  have  met  to-day,  as  we  did  yesterday,  a  number  of  Zufii  Indians 
tanying  bags  of  wheat  upon  horses  and  burros  (asses)  to  their  pueblo. 
Tliese  people  seem  to  have  discovered  the  principle  of  industrial  accumu- 
laion,  and  therefore  of  social  progress,  more  than  any  Indians  I  have  seen. 

My  astronomical  observations  j^ace  this  camp  in  latitude  35°  &  12",  and 
hngitude  1080  41' 45". 

Bicmac,  Inscriptvm  rocky  September  11 . — ^The  incidents  of  to-day  have 
ten  peculiarly  interesting,  as  the  narration^of  them  in  their  natural  order 
til  ^ow: 

The  troops  resumed  their  march  at  7  a,  m,,  the  course  for  the  day  being 
ffneially  nearly  due  east,  and,  for  the  first  three  or  four  miles,  up  the  val- 
fef  of  the  Rio  de  Zuiii.  This  distance  travelled,  an  extended  and  beau- 
lifci  view  of  handsomely-rounded  blue  hills,  or  mountain  peaks,  presents 
itself  to  the  front,  low  distant  hills  being  seen  on  the  right,  and  exhibit- 
ing itself  a  champaign  country  intermediate. 

A  couple  of  miles  further,  meeting  in  the  road  Mr.  Lewis,  who  was 
witing  for  me  to  offer  his  services  as  guide  to  a  rock  upon  the  face  of 
which  were,  according  to  his  repeated  assertions,  half  an  acre  of  inscrip- 
totts,  many  of  them  very  beautiful,  and  upon  its  summit  some  ruins  of  a 
iwy  extraordinary  character,  I  at  once  fell  in  with  the  project,  and  ob- 
ttined  from  the  colonel  commanding  the  necessary  permission.  Taking 
vithmeone  of  my  assistants,  Mr.  R.  H.  Kern,  ever  zealous  in  an  enter- 
prise of  this  kind;  the  faithful  Bird,  an  employe  who  had  been  with  me 
wer  since  I  left  Fort  Smith — ^Mr.  Lewis  being  the  guide — and  a  single 
(Kk  animal,  loaded  with  a  few  articles  of  bedding,  a  few  cooking  utensils, 
and »me provisions, — we  diverged  from  the  command,  (see  map,)  with  the 
expectation  of  not  again  meeting  it  until  we  should  reach  the  Pueblo  of 
Uguna,  from  seventy  to  eighty  miles  distant.  There  were  many  in  the 
command  who  were  inclined  to  the  belief  that  Lewis's  representations 
^re  aH  gammon.  In  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  inscriptions,  I  could  not 
tel  believe  so  too;  but  as  respects  the  fact  of  there  being  some  tolerable 
to  for  so  grandiloquent  a  description,  I  could  not,  reasoning  upongen- 
^  principles  of  human  nature,  reject  it.  Mr.  Lewis  had  been  a  trader 
soAODg  the  Navajos,  and,  according  to  his  statement,  had  seen  these  in- 
^iptions  in  his  journeyings  to  and  from  their  country.  And  now  he  was 
widy  W  conduct  me  to  the  spot.  How  could  I  doubt  his  sincerity?  I 
could  aot;  and  my  faith  was  rewarded  by  the  result. 

Bearing  off  slightly  to  the  right  from  the  route  of  the  troops,  we 
Emerged  for  eight  miles  a  country  varied,  in  places,  by  low  mesas, 
Uackeaed  along  their  crests  by  outcrops  of  basalt,  and  on  our  left  by  fan- 
tastic white  and  red  sandstone  rocks,  some  of  them  looking  like  steam- 
boats, and  others  presenting  very  much  the  appearance  of  facaSes  of  heavy 
%{)tian  architecture.  This  distance  traversed,  we  came  to  a  guadran- 
{ular  mass  of  sandstone  rock,  of  a  pearly  whitish  aspect,  fiom  two  hun- 
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dred  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  height,  and  strikingly  pecnliaron 
account  of  its  massive  characieT  and  the  Egyptian  style  of  its  natural 
buttresses  and  domes.  Skirting  this  stupendous  mass  of  rocky  on  its  left 
or  north  side,  for  about  a  mile,  the  guide,  just  as  we  had  reached  its  east- 
ern terminiLs,  was  noticed  to  leave  us,  and  ascend  a  low  mound  or  ramp 
at  its  base,  the  belter,  as  it  appeared,  to  scan  the  face  of  the  rock,  which 
he  had  scarcely  reached  before  he  cried  out  to  us  to  come  up.  We  imme- 
diately went  up,  and,  sure  enough,  here  were  inscriptions,  and  some  of 
them  very  beautiful;  and,  although,  with  those  which  we  afterwards 
examined  on  the  south  face  of  the  rock,  there  could  not  be  said  to  be  half 
an  acre  of  them,  yet  the  hyperbole  was  not  near  as  extravagant  as  I  was 
])repared  to  find  it.  The  fact  then  being  cenain  that  here  were  indeed 
inscriptions  of  interest,  if  not  of  value,  one  of  them  dating' as  far  back  as 
1606,  all  of  them  very  ancient,  and  several  of  tt>em  very  deeply  as  well 
as  beautifully  engraven,  I  eave  directions  for  a  halt — Bird  at  once  pro- 
ceeding to  get  up  a  meal,  and  Mr.  Kern  and  myself  to  the  work  of  making 
foe  similes  of  the  inscriptions. 

These  inscriptions  are,  a  part  of  them,  on  the  north  face  of  the  rock, 
(see  plate  60,)  and  a  part  on  the  south  face,  (see  plate  61.)  fbc  similes 
of  those  on  the  north  face,  drawn  to  a  given  scale,^  will  be  found  in  plates 
65,  66,  and  67,  the  order  of  enumeration  being  that  of  their  relative  posi- 
tion from  east  to  west,  and  the  strength  or  weakness  of  the  letters  in  the 
drawing,  as  well  as  the  complexion  of  the  rock,  being  an  imitation  of  them 
as  we  found  them  on  the  rock.  Fac  similes  of  the  inscriptions  on  the 
south  face  will  be  found  in  plates  6S,  69,  70,  71,  72,  73,  and  74. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  greater  portion  of  these  inscriptions  are  in 
Spanish,  with  some  little  sprinkling  of  what  appeared  to  be  an  attempt  at 
Latin,  and  the  remainder  in  hyeroglyphics^  doubtless  of  Indian  origin. 

The  face  of  the  rock,  wherever  these  inscriptions  are  found,  is  ol  a  fair 
plain  surface,  and  vertical  in  position.  The  inscriptions,  in  most  instances^ 
have  been  engraved  by  persons  standing  at  the  base  of  the  rock,  and  are, 
therefore,  generally  not  higher  than  a  man's  head. 

The  labor  of  copying  the  inscriptions  having  employed  us  from  about 
noon  till  near  sunset,  and  there  yet  being  more  than  enough  to  keep  us  at 
work  for  the  balance  of  the  day,  we  suspended  copying  the  remainder  till 
the  morrow,  in  order  that  before  dark  we  might  visit  the  ''wonderful 
ruins"  Lewis  had  assured  us  we  would  find  on  the  summit  of  the  rock. 
So,  taking  him  as  our  guide,  we  went  around  to  the  south  face  of  the  wall^ 
along  which  we  continued  until  we  came  to  an  angle,  thus: 

Plan  of  rock. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


iftx  C^] 

rhere,  canopied  by  some  magnificent  rooks,  and  shaded  by  a  few  pine 
frees,  the  whole  forming  an  exquisite  picture,  (see  sketch  in  plate  62,)  we 
fcund  a  cool  and  capacious  spring — an  accessory  not  more  grateful  to  the 
lover  of  the  beautiful  than  refreshing  to  the  way-worn  traveller.  Contin- 
uinff  along  the  east  fece  of  the  rear  projection  or  spur  of  the  rock  a  few 
yards  further,  we  came  to  an  accessible  escarpment,  up  which  we  com- 
menced our  ascent,  the  guide  taking  off  his  shoes  to  enable  him  to  accom- 
plish it  safely.  After  slipping  several  times,  with  some  little  apprehen- 
sion of  an  absolute  slide  off,  and  a  pause  to  take  breath,  we  at  last  reached 
the  summit,  to  be  regaled  with  a  most  extensive  and  pleasing  prospect. 
On  the  north  and  east  lay  stretching  from  northwest  to  southeast  the 
Serra  de  Zuhiy  richly  covered  with  pine  and  cedar;  to  the  south  could 
be  seen  gracefully-swelling  mounds  and  distant  peaks^  beautifully  blue 
on  account  of  remoteness;  to  the  west  appeared  the  horizontal  outline  of 
mesa  heights,  with  here  and  there  a  break,  denoting  an  intervening  canon 
or  valley;  and  lying  between  all  these  objects  and  my  point  of  view  was 
I  circuit  of  prairie,  beautifully  tasty  on  account  of  solitary  and  clustered 
trees,  or  sombrously  dark  on  account  of  low  mesas  and  oblong  ridges 
covered  with  cedars. 

This  extensive  scene  sufficiently  scanned,  we  proceeded  to  examine  the 
ruins  which  the  guide,  true  to  his  word,  pointed  out  immediately  before  us. 
These  ruins  present,  in  plan,  a  rectangle  two  hundred  and  six  by  three  hun- 
dred and  seven  feet,  the  sides  conforming  to  the  four  cardinal  points.  The 
ipartnients  seem  to  have  been  chiefly  upon  the  contour  of  :he  rectangle,  the 
heaps  of  nibbish  within  the  court  indicating  that  here  there  had  been 
some  also.  (See  ground  plan  in  plate  63.)  There  appear  to  have  been 
two  ranges  of  rooms  on  the  north  side,  and  two  on  the  west.  The  other 
two  sides  are  in  so  ruinous  a  condition  as  to  make  the  partition-walls  in- 
distinguishable. On  the  north  side  was  found  traceable  a  room  seven 
feet  four  inches  by  eight  and  a  half  feet;  and  on  the  east  side,  one  eight 
and  a  half  by  seven  fefet.  There  was  one  circular  estuffa  apparent,  thirty- 
one  feet  in  diameter,  just  in  rear  of  the  middle  of  the  north  face.  The 
main  walls,  which,  except  for  a  length  of  about  twenty  feet,  were  indis- 
tinguishable, appear  from  this  remnant  to  have  been  originally  well  laid — 
the  facing  exposing  a  compact  tabular  sandstone  varying  from  three  to 
eight  inches  in  thickness,  and  the  backing  a  rubble  kind  of  masonry, 
cemented  with  mud  mortar.  (See  facing  depicted  in  drawing  No.  3,  plate 
*l.)  The  style  of  the  masonry,  though  nexty  as  far  as  our  observation 
has  extended,  to  that  of  the  pueblos  of  Chaco,  in  the  beauty  of  its  details 
is  for  inferior.  Here,  as  usual,  immense  quantities  of  broken  pottery  lay 
scattered  around,  and  of  patterns  different  from  any  we  have  hitherto 
seen.  (See  plate  64.)  Indeed,  it  seems  to  me  that,  to  have  caused  so 
tnuch  broken  pottery,  there  must  have  been,  at  some  lime  or  other,  a  reg- 
tilar  sacking  of  the  place;  and  this,  also,  may  account  lor  this  singular 
phenomenon  being  a  characteristic  of  the  ancient  ruins  generally  in  this 
country.  At  all  events,  we  see  nothing  of  this  kind  around  the  inhabited 
piieblos  of  the  present  day,  in  which  pottery  is  still  much  used;  and  I  can 
see  no  reason  why,  if  their  inhabitants  were  of  their  own  accord  to  desert 
them,  they  should  go  to  work  and  destroy  the  vessels  made  of  this  kind 
of  material. 

To  the  north  of  west,  about  three  hundred  yards  distant,  a  deep  canon 
intervening,  (see  plan  of  rock,  &c.,  above,)  ou  the  summit  of  the  same 
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massive  rock  upon  which  the  inscriptions  are  found,  we  could  see  another 
ruined  pueblo,  m  plan  and  size  apparently  similar  to  that  I  have  just  de- 
scribed. These  ruins,  on  account  of  the  intervening  chasm,  and  want  of 
time,  we  were  not  enabled  to  visit. 

What  could  have  possessed  the  occupants  of  these  villages  to  perch 
themselves  so  high  up,  and  in  such  inaccessible  localities,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive, unless  it  were,  as  it  probably  was,  from  motives  of  security  and 
defence. 

The  idea  has  been  generally  entertained,  and  I  notice  Gregg  gives  cur- 
rency to  it,  that  a  portion  of  the  ruins  of  this  country  are  "at  a  great  dis- 
tance from  any  water,  so  that  the  inhabitants  must  have  entirely  depend- 
ed upon  rain,  as  is  the  case  with  the  Pueblo  of  Acoma  at  the  present  day. '  '* 

Near  all  the  ruins  I  have  yet  seen  in  this  country,  I  have  most  gener- 
ally found  water;  and  in  those  cases  where  there  was  none,  the  dry  bed  of 
a  stream,  in  convenient  proximity,  gave  sufficient  evidence  that  even  here, 
in  times  past,  there  was  a  supply.  Besides,  there  are  at  the  present  day- 
Mexican  ruins  to  which  the  inhabitants  now  point  as  having  been  de- 
serted on  account  of  the  creeks  near  them  feiling.  Such,  for  instance,  is 
the  Mexican  village  called  Rita,  (which  we  subsequently  passed,)  on  the 
San  Jose — its  Roman  Catholic  church  and  other  buildings  conclusively 
attesting  that  it  had  been  deserted  not  many  years  back. 

As  regards  the  inhabitants  of  Acoma  at  the  present  day  relying,  as 
Gregg  states,  for  water  upon  the  rains,  his  information  must  have  been 
from  report;  for  Abert  expressly  tells  us  the  contrary.  His  language  is, 
(he  is  speaking  of  Acoma  and  its  vicinage,) "  We  had  encamped  by  the  side 
of  some  holes  that  the  Indians  had  dug;  these,  they  said,  yielded  a  con- 
stant supply  of  water;  and  between  our  camp  and  the  city  there  was  some 
water  that  ran  along  the  bed  of  a  stream  for  a  few  yards,  when  it  disap- 
peared beneath  the  sand.  This  furnished  the  inhabitants  with  drinking 
water, "t  Besides,  I  doubt  very  much  if  in  this  country  the  water  that 
could  be  collected  from  rains  by  any  artificial  process  would  be  near  suf- 
ficient to  answer  the  wants  of  the  people.  I  doubt  it,  for  the  reason  that 
the  chief  sources  of  supply  to  the  streams  appear  not  to  be  from  the  rains 
— few  and  scant — which  fall  upon  the  plains,  but  from  the  rains  whicli 
are  produced  by  and  break  upon  the  mountains. 

But  to  continue  my  journal:  The  shades  of  evening  falling  upon  us  in 
our  labors,  we  were  constrained  to  retrace  our  way  down  to  the  plain ;  and  it 
was  not  long  before  we  were  at  the  base  of  the  rock,  hovering  over  a  bi- 
vouac fire,  eating  our  suppers,  and  talking  «ver  the  events  of  the  day — the 
grim  visage  of  the  stupendous  mass  behind  us  occasionally  fastening  our 
attention  by  the  sublimity  of  its  appearance  in  the  dim  twilight. 

Twenty-eighth  camp^  Ojo  del  Oallo,  September  18. — The  excitement 
of  yesterday's  discovery,  together  with  rather  a  hard  pallet,  and  the  howl- 
ing of  the  wolves,  prevented  my  having  as  comfortable  a  night's  rest  as  I 
would  have  liked.  Often  did  I  gaze,  in  my  restlessness,  au  ciel^  to  witness 
the  culmination  of  that  beautiful  constellation,  Orion,  the  precursor,  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  of  the  approach  of  day;  and  as  oflen  did  I  find 
myself  obliffed  to  exercise  that  most  difficult  of  virtues,  patience — the  sure 
key,  with  the  proper  application  of  subordinate  means,  to  success. 
—  •  -  —  -  _ ^ 

Commerce  of  the  Prairies,  vol.  I,  p.  284. 

tlieutenant  Abert'a  Report  on  New  Mexico,  184(-*47,  October  21. 
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The  dawn  of  day  at  3  o'clock  appearing,  we  got  up,  for  the  purpose  of 
hastening  breakfast,  in  order,  that  by  daylight  we  might  be  ready  to  oon- 
tinae  our  labors  upon  the  inscriptions.  Besides,  finding  that,  to  reach  the 
lock  yesterday,  our  divergence  from  the  route  of  the  troops  had  been  but 
tbout  three  miles,  and  being  anxious  to  join  the  command  to-night,  in 
Older  that  I  noight  keep  up  the  proper  succession  of  astronomical  positions, 
(my  instruments  being  with  the  troops,)  I  felt  desirous  to  hasten  our 
work,  so  that  I  might  effect  the  object. 

Our  breakfast  over,  the  day  opening  beautifully,  and  the  feathered  race 
negaling  us — an  unusual  treat-^-with  their  gay  twittering,  we  hastened  to 
ll»  work  of  finishing  the  fac  similes.  These  completed,  and  Mr.  Kern 
having  engraved  as  follows  upon  the  rock :  ^^Lt.  J.  H.  Simpson,  U.  S. 
A.,  and  R.  H.  Kern,  artist,  visited  and  copied  these  inscriptions^ Septem- 
b»17,  1849,'*  we  found  ourselves  ready  by  8  o'clock  to  commence  our 
joamey  to  overtake  the  command. 

A  large  number  of  the  hieroglyphics,  (on  the  south  side  of  the  rock,) 
aid  many  names  and  dates,  are  evidently — ^from  the  in  some  cases  faint^ 
and  in  others  interrupted  or  broken,  appearance  of  the  inscriptions — ^gone; 
aod  for  this  cause,  as  well  as  from  an  occasional  failure  in  the  perfect  en- 
gnivement  of  a  letter,  and  therefore  its  assimilation  in  appearance  to 
others  nearly  resembling  it  in  form,  the  Jac  similes ^  though,  as  a  whole^ 
generally  transcriptive  of  the  letters  or  words  intended  by  the  inscribers, 
in  some  few  instances  are,  doubtlessly,  variant  from  the  exact  orthography 
intended,  and  therefore  difficult  to  be  deciphered.  A  literal  rendering  of 
them  into  English,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  have  it  accomplished,  by 
the  conjoint  assistance  of  Chief  Justice  J.  Houghton,  Seiior  Donaciano 
VigU,  secretary  of  the  province,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Ellison,  the  official  trans- 
lator, will  be  found  below.  I  prefer  to  give  them  literally,  because  it  is 
the  most  faithful  mode  of  translation;  and  though  the  sense,  in  some 
instances,  might  be  given  in  better  English,  yet,  for  the  sake  ot  accuracy, 
and  because  the  meaning  is  apparent  under  a  literal  translation,  I  think  it 
best  to  ]iresent  them  in  this  form,  beginning  with — 

Plate  65. 

"Augnstin  de  Hinojos.'* 

"In  the  year  1641,  Bartolome  Romelo,"  (here  words  not  decipherable.) 

"In  the  year  1716,  upon  the  26th  day  of  August,  passed  by  this  place 
Don  Feliz  Martinez,  Governor  and  Captain  General  of  this  kingdom,  for 
the  purpose  of  reducing  and  uniting  Moqui,"  (a  couple  of  words  here 
ttot  decipherable.) 

"Licentiate  Chaplain  Priar  Antonio  Camargo,  Custodiari,  and  Ecelesi- 
astical  Judge/' 

"Simon  de  Salas." 

"Antonio  Nomoya.'* 

Plate  66. 

"On  the  28th  day  of  September,  of  the  year  1737,  arrived  at  this  place 
Batchelor  Don  Juan  Ignacio  de  Arrasain." 
"Passed  by  this  place  Diego  Belasgues." 
*^On  the  28th  day  of  September,  oif  the  year  1737,  anived  at  this  place 
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the  Illustrious  Doctor  Don  Martin  De  Liza  Cochea,  Bishop  of  Durango, 
and  on  the  29th  left  for  Zuni.'' 

'^Joseph  Dominguez  passed  by  this  place  in  October,  and  others  Sep- 
tember 28,  with  much  caution  and  some  apprehension." 

"Juan  de  San  Esteban." 

"Puilancies." 

"The  Father  Ezquerr." 

"Antonio  B***/'  (this  name  not'decipherable.) 

(Here  a  word  or  two  not  decipherable.)  "Don  Francisco,  (a  word  or 
two  not  decipherable,)  for  the  impossibility — Jene — there  to  subject;  his 
arm  undoubted,  and  his  valor,  with  the  wagons  of  our  Lord  the  King,  a 
thing  which  he  alone  did — E  fecio  de  Abtosio  G — six  himdred  and  twen- 
ty nine,  (probably  intended  for  1629.)  Quesby  Eu  Acuni  Pose  y  la 
FeUeuey 

Plate  67. 

"Juan  Garica  de  la  Revas,  Chief  Alcalde,  and  the  first  elected  of  the 
town  of  Santa  Fe,  in  the  year  1716,  on  the  26th  of  August.  By  the 
hand  of  Bartolo  Fernandez  Antonio  Fernandez  Moro." 

"Augustin  de  Minojos." 

^*Juan  Gonzalos,  year  1629." 

(The  characters  in  the  double  rectangle  seem  to  be  literally  a  sign- 
manualy  and  may  possibly  be  symbolical  of  Francisco  Manuel,  though 
the  double  thumb  would  appear  to  indicate  something  more.) 

"On  the  I4th  day  of  July,  of  the  year  1736,  passed  by  this  place  Gen- 
eral Juan  Paez  Hurtador,  Inspector.  And  in  his  company  Corporal  Jo- 
seph Armenta,  Antonio  Sandobal  Marlines,  F.  Guapo,  Alonzo  Barela,  Mar- 
cus Duran,  Francisco  Barela,  Louis  Pacheco,  Antonio  de  Salas,  Roque 
Gomas." 

"Vicente  de  Senorgorta  and  (name  not  decipherable)  fought  on  account 
of  these  questions,"  (the  remainder  not  intelligible,  except  that  lecor — 
probably  intended  lor  licor^  liquor — seems  to  have  had  something  to  do 
with  the  quarrel.) 

"Joseph  Ramos." 

"Diego  Nunez  Bellido." 

"Diego." 

"Friar  Zapata." 

"Bartolome  Narrso,  Governor  and  Captain  General  of  the  Provinces  of 
New  Mexico,  for  our  Lord  the  King,  passed  by  this  place,  on  his  return 
from  the  Pueblo  of  Zuni,  on  the  29th  of  July,  of  the  year  1620,  and  put 
them  in  peace,  at  their  petition,  asking  the  favor  to  become  subjects  of  his 
Majesty,  and  anew  they  gave  obedience;  all  which  they  did  with  free 
consent,  knowing  it  prudent,  as  well  as  very  christian,  (a  word  or  two  ef- 
faced,) to  so  distinguished  and  gallant  a  soldier,  indomitable  and  lamed; 
we  love"  (the  remainder  effaced.) 

Plate  68. 

"Antonio  Gon  Salez,  in  the  year  1667.  (Some  characters  not  decipher- 
able.) Country  of  Mexico,  in  the  year  1632,  folio  (some  characters  do 
intelligible,)  Bengoso,  by  order  of  Father  Liebado  Lugan." 
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Plate  69. 

"Passed  by  this  place  with  despatch,  (a  word  or  two  not  decipherable,) 
16th  day  of  April,  1606/* 
"Cayado,1727." 
<'l.  Aparela,  1619."     (Hieroglyphics  not  decipherable.) 

Plate  70. 

"Passed  by  this  place  Sergeant  Major  and  Captain  Juan  Archutela,  and 
the  traveller  Diego  Martin  Barba  and  Second  Lieutenant  Juan  Ynes 
Josano,  iu  the  year  1936,"     (Hieroglyphics  not  decipherable.) 

Plate  71. 

"Here  served  General  Don  Diego  de  Bargas,  to  conquer  to  Santa  Pe, 
far  the  royal  crown,  New  Mexico,  by  his  own  cost,  in  the  year  1692  " 

^By  this  place  passed  Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  de  Payba  Bascon- 
ttfos,  in  the  year  in  which  the  council  of  the  kingdom  bore  the  cost,  on 
the  18th  of  February,  in  the  year  1726." 

Plate  72. 

"In  the  year  1696  passed  D.  M." — (hieroglyphics  not  decipherable.) 

Plate  73. 

"P-  Joseph  de  la  Candelaria." 

''O.  R.,  March  19,  1836."  (These  are  the  only  initials  with  an  Eng- 
lish date  before  Mr.  Kern  engraved  ours.  The  hieroglyphics  not  deci- 
pherable.) 

Plate  74. 

"Pero  Vacu  (possibly  intended  for  vaca — cow)  ye  Jarde." 

"Alma.'' 

"Leo." 

"Captain  Jude  Vubarri,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1,"  (probably  meaning 
1701 .  The  hieroglyphics,  excepting  what  appears  to  designate  a  buffalo, 
iK)t  decipherable.) 

The  translations  of  the  several  inscriptions,  so  far  as  it  has  been  possi- 
ble to  have  them  effected,  having  now  been  given,  I  introduce,  in  this 
connexion,  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  province,  (received  since  the 
expedition,)  by  which  it  will  be  perceived  that  two  of  the  persons  whose 
names  are  inscribed — General  Don  Diego  de  Bargas,  and  General  Juan 
Paez  Hurtador — have  been  governors  of  New  Mexico.  This  letter  is  also 
interesting  on  account  of  the  other  historical  facts  which  it  divulges.  For 
its  translation  I  am  indebted  to  Chief  Justice  Houghton: 

"  Santa  Pe,  October  19, 1849. 
"Sir:  The  engravings  which  are  sculptured  on  the  rock  of  Pish  spring, 
licar  the  Pueblo  of  Zuni,  copies  of  which  you  have  taken,  were  made  in 
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the  epochs  to  which  they  refer.  I  have  an  indistinct  idea  of  their  exist- 
ence; but,  although  1  have  passed  the  place  some  three  times,  I  never 
availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  observe  them.  The  other  signs  or 
characters  noticed  are  traditional  remembrances,  by  means  of  which  the 
Indians  transmit  historical  accounts  of  all  their  remarkable  successes. 
To  discover  these  Sets  by  themselves,  is  very  difficult.  Some  of  the  In- 
dians make  trifling  indications,  which  divulge,  with  a  great  deal  of  re- 
serve, something  of  the  history,  to  persons  in  whom  they  have  entire 
confidence. 

*<The  people  who  inhabited  this  country  before  its  discovery  by  the 
Spaniards  were  superstitious,  and  worshipped  the  sun. 

"I  would  be  glad  to  relate  to  you,  with  exactness,  events  which  are 
passed;  but  I  am  deprived  of  this  satisfaction  from  the  want  of  certain  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  particulars,  because  some  of  them  occurred  a  very 
few  years  after  the  conquest  made  by  Juan  de  Onate,  in  the  year  1596, 
and  all  records  preceding  the  year  1680  are  lost,  as  the  Indians  burnt  the 
archives  in  their  insurrection  against  the  conquerors  who  then  occupied 
the  country. 

*^In  1681,  Governor  Antonio  deOtermin  received  orders  from  the  viceroy 
to  return  and  conquer.  He  made  his  entrance  to  the  Pueblo  of  Cochin, 
encountered  resistance,  and,  on  account  of  the  small  force  he  brought, 
retired  to  El  Paso  in  the  same  year.  Gerbaceo  de  Cruzat  y  Gongora 
succeeded  him  in  command,  who  also  remained  established  at  El  Paso. 

*'In  the  following  year,  Cruzat  made  an  expedition  against  New  Mexico, 
took  possession  of  the  capital,  and  extended  bis  conquests  a  little  more 
effectually,  until  the  following  year,  when,  it  being  impossible  for  him  to 
sustain  himself  longer,  he  returned  to  El  Paso. 

"In  the  year  1693,*  Curro  Diego  de  Bargas  Zapata  penetrated  as  far  as 
the  Pueblo  of  Zuni,  and,  without  proceeding  further,  returned  to  El  Paso. 
In  the  year  1695,  he  obtained  the  entire  pacification  of  the  country. 

"There  were  afterwards  a  succession  of  governors,  among  whom  axe 
numbered  Feliz  Martinez,  Jtuan  Paez  Huriado,  and  many  others,  of 
whom  can  be  produced  exact  information  by  referring  to  the  time  of  the 
administration  of  each,  according  to  the  registry  in  the  ancient  archives 
of  the  government.  The  short  time  before  your  departure  does  not  aflford 
the  necessary  opportunity  to  register  and  give  to  you  an  historical  relation 
of  these  events.  This  account,  therefore,  should  not  be  regarded  by  you 
as  on«  which  should  direct  your  idea  entirely,  for  my  limited  capacity 
does  not  permit  ine  to  search  into  all  the  particulars  necessary;  but  it  may 
serve  you  as  a  certain  guide  to  direct  the  history,  the  events  being  marked 
in  chronological  order. 

'^Should  these  remarks  prove  useful  to  you,  and  I  have  facility  of  access 
to  the  archives,  as  I  have  now,  I  will  with  pleasure  undertake  the  task 
of  making  the  relation,  and  will  despatch  it  to  the  point  you  may  direct 
me. 

"With  nothing,  more,  I  am,  seiior,  your  obedient  servant, 

"DONACIANO  VIGIL. 

*^Lieut.  J.  H.  Simpson, 

"  Topographical  CorpSj  U.  S.  4.'* 

*Accordlnff  to  the  extract  from  De  Banna's  toaraal  already  given  in  a  note  under  the  head  of 
the  twenty-fifth  camp,  hie  conquest  of  Zufii  bean  date  November  11, 1692,  and  in  thia  year 
eorreapondi  with  that  inscribed  on  the  rock. 
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But  to  pTDceed  with  ourjoumey:  Lewis  thinks  the  load  toLaguna  by 
the  way  of  the  MorOy  or  Inscription  rock,  and  the  Pueblo  of  Acoma,  is 
better  for  wagons  than  that  which  the  troops  have  taken.  He  says  it 
has  only  one  bad  place,  and  that  can  be  avoided  by  making  a  detour  of 
two  miles.  Water  and  grass,  according  to  his  representation,  are  ample 
along  it.  Carravahal,  however,  (and  a  most  excellent  guide  he  has  proved 
himself  to  be,)  thinks  the  other  the  best,  and,  according  to  the  map,  it 
would  appear  to  be  quite  as  direct. 

As  has  been  already  remarked,  by  8  o^clock  a.  m.  we  were  ready  to 
commence  our  journey — it  being  our  intention  to  join  the  main  command, 
if  possible,  before  night.  For  the  first  three  miles  our  route  lay  east  of 
fiorth,  when,  getting  again  into  the  road  taken  by  the  troops,  we  imme- 
diately turned  to  the  right  upon  it — our  course  thence  for  the  day  being 
Dearly  due  east.  This  road,  we  find,  gives  indications  of  having  been 
considerably  more  travelled  than  that  passing  by  the  Inscription  rock.  A 
mile  and  a  half  more  traversed,  over  a  heavy  sandy  soil,  upon  which  I 
Boticed  the  flax  growing  in  its  wild  state,  we  found  ourselves  commencing 
llie  ascent  of  the  Sierra  de  Zufli.  This  ascent,  for  a  few  miles,  is  quite 
^dual,  the  road  leading  up  a  beauiiful  narrow  valley,  clothed  with  a 
rich  black  loamy  soil,  and  interspersed  with  large  pines.  Six  and  a 
half  miles  on  the  route,  I  noticed  some  massive  limestone,  in  large  quanti- 
ties, cropping  out  from  either  side  of  the  valley.  Some  of  it  is  a  coarse- 
grained marble.  Two  miles  further,  the  ascent  becomes  quite  steep  and 
difficult  on  account  of  loose  rocks.  The  route,  however,  continues  prac- 
ticable for  wagons;  and  no  doubt  an  easier  grade  could  be  found,  possibly, 
to  the  right. 

A  mile  further  traversed,  we  found  ourselves  on  the  summit  of  the  pass 
of  the  sierruy  from  which,  bearing  north  of  east,  some  thirty  miles  off,  we 
caught  si^ht,  for  the  first  time,  of  one  of  the  finest  mountain  peaks  I 
have  seen  in  this  countrv.  This  peak  I  have,  in  honor  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  called  Mount  Taylor.  Erecting  itself  high  above 
the  plain  below,  an  object  of  vision  at  a  remote  distance,*  standing  within 
the  domain  which  has  been  so  recently  the  theatre  of  his  sagacity  and 
prowess,  it  exists,  not  inappropriately,  an  ever-enduring  monument  to  his 
patriotism  and  integrity.     (See  plate  75.) 

Descending  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Sierra  de  Zufli,  after  a  ride  of  two 
mOes^  we  reached  the  Q/o  de  GaUinaSy  where  the  still  smoking  embers 
of  recent  fires,  in  connexion  with  their  relative  positions,  showed  very 
plainly  the  locale  of  the  last  night's  encampment  of  the  troops.  Finding 
some  good  water  and  grass  here,  and  being  considerably  fatigued,  we 
gladly  halted  for  an  hour  to  take  a  lunch  and  let  our  animals  graze. 
Resuming  our  journey,  we  passed  two  miles  of  very  hilly  pine-barren 
country — a  mile  further  bringing  us  to  a  locality  where,  immediately  on 
the  right  of  the  road,  for  the  first  time,  some  unseemly  piles  of  blackened 
sconaceous  volcanic  rocks  make  their  appearance.  Three  miles  further,  in 
a  kind  of  basin,  we  met  another  series  of  piles  of  lava  debris,  covering  an 
area  of  at  least  one  hundred  acres.  These  piles  look  like  so  many  irregu- 
lar heaps  of  stone  coal.  A  mile  further  brought  us  to  the  entrance  of  the 
GifUm  de  Galloy  down  which  the  route  continued  its  course.    This  ca- 

*  Since  1117  retarn  to  Santa  Pe,  I  find  it  can  be  seen  from  Fort  Marcy  and  other  surrounding 
hcighti,  the  air-line  distance  being  as  great  as  one  hundred  milea. 
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lion,  which  is  a  rather  narrow  one,  and  walled  on  either  side  by  sandstone 
rocks  some  three  hundred  feet  high,  is  quite  interesting,  both  as  an  ob- 
ject of  vision  and  because  of  the  blackened  volcanic  sooriaceous  rocks 
^vhich  crop  out  from  its  bottom.  Did  this  caiion  exist  before  the  develop- 
ment of  these  volcanic  rocks,  or  was  it  the  result  of  that  development?  Is 
it  not  possible  that  the  incalescent  mass  below,  and  the  gases  generated  by 
the  heat,  in  connexion  with  the  ruptures  of  the  superincumbent  sedimen- 
tary strata  which  such  a  condition  of  things  would  be  like  to  produce — I 
say,  is  it  not  possible  that  such  a  combination  of  circumstances  could  have 
given  rise  first  to  the  caiion^  and  then  to  the  volcanic  matter  cropping 
from  its  bottom? 

This  canon  is  quite  rapid  in  the  descent  of  its  bottom — more  so  than  any 
we  have  seen.  Four  miles  from  its  entrance,  it  is  almost  choked  up  with 
large  masses  of  rock,  threading  which,  however,  I  subsequently  learned, 
the  artillery  found  little  or  no  difficulty.  Three  miles  further,  we  debouched 
from  the  canon  into  the  broad,  beautiful,  and  fertile  valley  of  the  O/o 
de  Gallo,  Bearing  thence  gradually  to  the  right,  four  miles  further  brouglit 
us,  much  to  our  gratification,  just  after  dark,  to  the  camp  of  the  troops, 
where  we  found  them  all  rejoicing  in  the  possession  of  a  fine  spring, 
abundant  pasture,  and  the  feelings  consequent  upon  the  exhilirating  efiect 
of  a  beautiful  and  far-extended  expanse. 

We  noticed  along  the  road  several  rattlesnakes  which  the  troops  had 
killed.     One  of  them  was  very  large. 

Our  day's  travel  I  estimate  at  thirty-two  miles.  The  march  of  the 
troops  yesterday,  I  learn,  was  27.14  miles;  to-day,  18.49  miles.  The  lati- 
tude of  this  camp,  by  observation,  is  35^  5'  17". 

Twent7/-7ii?fth  carrw,  near  Piccblo  of  Laguna,  September  19. — The 
troops  decamped  at  8  a.  m.,  the  course,  as  yesterday,  continuing  (ov  the 
day  nearly  due  east.  The  first  six  miles  was  directly  across  the  valley  of 
the  Gallo,  and  then  down  the  valley  of  the  Rio  de  San  JosL  The  valley 
of  the  Gallo  is  one  of  the  richest  I  have  seen,  its  soil  being  a  rich  black 
loam.  A  great  deal  of  scoriaceous  matter,  in  black  angular  fragments,  lies 
scattered  over  the  surface  of  this  valley  in  piles  and  ridges:  and  it  is 
doubtless  owing  to  this  source  that  its  soil  is  so  fertile;  for  wherever  this 
igneous  product  is  observable,  there  have  I  noticed  the  soil  in  proximity 
to  it  to  be  of  this  character. 

Just  before  entering  the  valley  of  the  San  Jose,  about  seven  miles  from 
our  morning's  camp,  are  hundreds  of  acres  of  volcanic  rock,  a  great  deal 
of  it  exhibiting,  with  marked  distinctness,  the  undulations  of  the  wave 
in  its  oscillatory  motion.  I  endeavored,  by  the  curvature  of  these  waves, 
to  find,  by  a  normal  or  rather  an  apphcable  radius^  the  crater  or  source  of 
the  outflow,  but  it  resulted  in  nothing  satifactory.  I  ascended  an  adjoin- 
ing hill  to  overlook  the  whole  field,  and  found  the  lava  to  exist  in  ridges 
ranging  generally  north  and  south,  the  curvature  being  thus: 


^:a^B 
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bf  a  cfoss  section  on  A  B  of  the  ridge  or  pile^  thus: 


[64] 


TWs  9eecns  to  point  to  a  swelling  or  intumescence  of  the  fluid  mass, 
ioQgitadinally — a  partial  overflow — and  a  fixedness  of  condition,  caused 
hf  refrigeration,  before  it  could  spread  laterally  to  any  considerable  extent, 
ifld  subsequently  a  tumbling  in  at  the  sides,  from  disintegrating  causes, 
and  the  want  of  subjacent  support. 

Near  this  very  large  field  of  volcanic  matter,  the  road  takes  up  a  long, 
rtecp,  rocky  hill — two  miles  further  bringing  us  again  to  the  valley  of  the 
San  Jos^.  This  hill  could  probably  be  avoided  by  not  leaving  the  valley 
rf  the  San  Jose  at  all.  Ten  miles  from  our  last  camp,  for  about  a  quarter 
rfamile,  we  traversed  a  sliding  rocky  hill,  where  a  few  picks,  crowbars, 
md  spades  could,  with  no  great  labor,  in  a  short  traie,  make  it  practi- 
able  for  wagons.  Along  this  portion  of  the  route,  a  dense  growth  of 
ixishcs,  intertwined  with  vines,  bearing  a  most  delicious  grape — ^in  size, 
*at  of  our  winter  grape — skirts  the  stream,  and  cheered  us  with  its  rich 
kxnriaace.  The  stream  here  also  came  tumbling  down  in  a  small  but 
beantiful  cascade,  the  din  of  its  waters  not  being  more  delightful  to  the 
ear  than  its  appearance  was  to  the  sight.  A  mile  further,  the  volcanic 
wcks  which,  as  far  down  as  this  point,  have  lain  along  the  valley  in 
nattered  oblong  heaps,  terminate.  About  a  mile  .from  this,  we  crossed 
Ae  San  Jose,  at  this  point  a  clear  stream,  fifteen  feet  wide  and  one  deep, 
mtining  swiftly  over  a  gravelly  bottom.  Willows,  I  noticed,  lined  the 
ttieam. 

The  valley,  tins  far,  has  been  bounded  on  its  left  or  north  side  by 
mesas  of  a  sedimentary  character,  overlaid  by  basaltic  trap;  on  the  right, 
«  south  side,  by  sedimentary  rocks,  the  superior  formation  of  which  is 
andstone. 

Three  miles  from  our  last  crossing  of  the  San  Jose,  we  crossed  it  again — 
Ae  valley,  from  this  point,  gradually  unfolding  itself  more  uninterruptedly, 
and  continuing  so  down  to  Laguna,  a  distance  of  fourteen  miles,  within 
two  miles  of  which  we  are  encamped.  All  along  the  valley,  for  this  dis- 
tance, the  land  is  cultivated  in  com  and  melons,  the  luxuriance  of  their 
growth  attesting  the  good  quality  of  the  soil.     I  also  noticed,  at  different 

C"  ntB,  a  number  of  circular  places  upon  the  ground  where  wheat  had 
!Q  trodden  out  by  horses.  This  is  the  usual  mode  in  this  country  of 
tqaiating  it  from  the  husk.  The  culuvators  of  the  soil  are  Pueblo 
hdians,  and  belong  to  the  villages  of  Laguna  and  Acoma.  They  were 
very  liberal  to  us  in  their  donations  of  muskmelons,  of  which  they  seem 
to  have  a  great  abundance.  I  nonce  that,  to  preserve  them  for  winter, 
diey  peal  them,  take  out  ttie  seeds,  and  then  hang  them  in  the  sun  to 
Ex.— 9 
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day.    A  dry  cedar  tree  covered  with  them^  for  this  purpose,  presented  • 
very  singular  appearance. 

Within  about  a  couple  of  miles,  the  San  Jose  expands  into  a  small  lake, 
which  is  the  resort  of  large  j3ocks  of  cranes. 

This  day's  march,  28.93  miles,  has  been  the  most  fatigning  one  we 
have  had — the  artillery  not  getting  in,  on  account  of  the  horses  giving  out, 
until  after  dark.  The  regular  infantry,  whether  the  march  is  short  or 
long,  uniformly  preserve  the  same  compact  form  and  rate  of  travel,  and, 
in  this  respect,  are  superior  to  any  troops  1  have  ever  served  with. 

The  soil  along  the  route  has  been  arenaceous,  and  a  great  deal  of  it 
good.  No  sylva  to  speak  of,  except  near  the  head  of  the  san  Jose,  ha5 
been  seen  in  the  valley,  though  scrub  cedar  has  dotted  the  heights. 
Bunch  and  gramma  grasses  have  been  seen  in  patches  along  the  way. 
The  cactus  has  been  quite  common. 

A  flock  of  two  thousand  head  of  sheep  was  seen  by  us  before  reaching 
camp. 

Tnis  camp,  which  observation  places  in  latitude  35°  (X  49/'  has  all 
the  requisites  of  wood,  water,  and  grass. 

The  alcalde  of  the  Pueblo  de  Laguna  called  to  pay  his  respects  to  Gov- 
ernor Washington  this  evening^  and  a  very  respectable  man  he  appears  to 
be.    He  is  more  at  home  in  American  garb  than  was  the  alcalde  of  Zuhu 

Thirtieth  camp^  ^September  20. — The  alcalde  of  Laguna  was  again  in 
our  camp  this  mor^ng.  He  represents  to  Governor  Washington  that 
some  persons  belonging  to  the  party  of  California  emigrants  who  passed 
through  his  village  two  or  three  weeks  since,  on  their  way  west,  tied  and 
£»rced  off  one  of  his  people  to  Zufii,  against  his  will,  and  then  gavehim  no 
compensation;  that  they  drove  off  eight  mules  belonging  to  bis  people, 
and  even  tied  the  governor,  because  he  would  not  do  an  impossibility  which 
they  wished  to  exact  of  him.  He  also  represented  that  some  Mexicans 
were  endeavoring  to  get  from  him  a  pistol  which  an  emigrant  had  given 
him  in  remuneration  for  his  care  of  him  during  his  illness.  Governor 
Washington  told  him  that  he  and  his  people  should  defend  their  property, 
if  necessary,  even  to  the  taking  of  life;  and  that,  no  matter  how  many 
were  sacrificed  in  this  way,  the  government  would  sustain  them  in  it^ 
that  this  was  a  rule  of  the  government  under  which  he  was  now  living. 
He  also  gave  him  a  paper,  calling  on  all  persons  to  respect  the  rights  of 
his  people. 

This  morning  I  preceded  the  troops  a  short  while  for  the  purpose  of 
visiting  the  Pueblo  of  Laguna.  The  houses  of  this  pueblo,  I  find,  axe  built 
like  the  others — terrace  fashion,  each  story  forming  by  its  roof  a  jAatform 
or  sill  for  entrance  to  that  above,  and  the  ascent  from  story  to  story — of 
which  there  are,  in  some  instances,  as  many  as  three— being  by  ladders 
upon  the  outside.  They  are  built  of  stone,  roughly  laid  in  mortar,  and,  on 
account  of  the  color  of  the  mortar,  with  which  they  are  also  faced,  they 
present  a  dirty  yellowish  clay  aspect.*  They  have  windows  in  the  base- 

*The  idea  which  has  been  entertained  that  this  pueblo  is  eitaated  on  a  rocky  promontoiy* 
iiMceeMtfrle  to  a  savage  foe,  is  incorrect,  as  wagons  find  no  difficulty  in  getting  up  to  and  passing 
directly  through  the  town. 

Equally  incorrect  is  the  idea  that  the  towns  of  Pojuate,  CeboIIeta,  Covero,  and  Moquino  ara 
made  up  of  houses /our  sforifs  high,  built  upon  xnauuMt  rocky  heights.  I  have,  since  the 
Navajo  expedition,  made  a  military  reconnaissance  of  the  country  in  which  these  towns  ara 
situated,  and  therefore  speak  from  personal  observation.  It  is  also  a  mistake  to  regard  ths 
thiea  last-mentioned  towns  as  Indian  pueblos  ^  they  are  srdinary  Mexican  yillagea. 
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rnent  as  well  as  upper  stories;  selenite,  as  usual,  answers  the  purpose  of 
vindow-lights.  The  pueblo  has  one  Roraan  Catholic  edifice,  which,  on 
account  of  the  key  not  being  immediately  available,  I  did  not  enter.  I 
noticed  in  its  belfry  a  couple  of  bells,  and  on  its  roof  a  sort  of  dial — ^prob- 
ably a  niock  one.  Oom  in  the  shuck,  after  having  been  boiled,  as  also 
strings  of  red  pepper,  could  be  seen  hanging  up  in  front  of  nearly  every 
house  to  dry.  Indeed,  the  evidences  are  that  these  people  are  quite  in- 
dustrious and  thrifty.  Their  cattle — of  which,  probably  on  accouni  of  the 
good  pasturage  in  the  vicinity,  they  seem  to  have  more  than  any  other 
pneblo — look  fine;  and  their  sheep  and  goat  folds — which,  as  usual,  en- 
ooach  upon  the  circuit  of  the  towns,  much  to  the  annoyance  of  both  sight 
and  smell — show  also  that  they  are  well  supplied  with  this  species  of  stock. 
1  noticed  also  about  the  place  a  number  of  carts,  of  the  ordinary  lumber- 
tag  Mexican  make.  The  population  of  the  town  is  probably  about 
ei^t  hundred. 

A  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  are  at  this  time  away,  gathering 
fi&onesy  an  edible  fruit  of  the  pifion,  the  common  scrub  pine  of  the  coun- 
try. The  dress  of  these  people  is  like  that  of  the  other  Pueblo  Indians — 
4e  women,  as  usual,  having  the  calves  of  their  legs  wrapped  or  stuffed  in 
nich  a  manner  as  to  give  them  a  swelled  or  dropsical  appearance.  They, 
Ske  the  Zunis,  regard  us  with  considerable  reserve;  but  how  could  it  bo 
otherwise,  when  they  have  been  so  shamefully  treated  as  they  have  been 
lecently  by  persons  bearing  the  name  of  Americans,  like  ourselves?  Com- 
Bon  prudence  certainly  dictates  a  proper  reserve  until  they  can  learn  by 
experience  that  we  are  not  extortioners  like  some  of  our  forerunners;  and 
this  they  are  begining  to  learn,  for  the  longer  we  were  among  them  the 
more  firank  and  liberal  they  became. 

The  troops  passing  through  the  pueblo  about  11  o'clock,  I  left  the  place 
to  accompany  them.  The  course  to-day  is  south  of  east,  and,  as  yester- ' 
day,  the  road  runs  along — though  not  so  near— the  San  Josi,  which  it 
crosses  at  Laguna.  Just  as  I  got  out  of  the  town,  observing  a  Mexican 
packer  appropriating  to  himself  a  watermelon,  right  in  the  face  of  an  old 
woman  who  was  guarding  the  patch,  in  my  indignation  I  rushed  upon 
him  full  tilt,  and  the  consequence  was  an  instantaneous  disgorgement. 
The  many  signs  which  the  old  woman  made  to  express  her  gratitude- 
amply  testified  how  deeply  she  felt  the  slight  act  of  humanity.  Tw^ 
miles  from  Laguna,  we  descended  a  rocky  shelving-place,  to  get  into 
the  valley  of  the  San  Jose.  Wagons  will  find  no  insuperable  difficulty 
liere.  This  hill  descended,  and  some  basaltic  trap  passed,  lying  in  a  short 
canon  through  which  the  road  runs,  the  Rio  de  San  Jos6  is  again  crossed — 
the  water,  which  heretofore  has  been  quite  clear,  now  becoming  of  &  clay 
color.  The  river  at  this  point  is  about  twenty  feet  wide,  one  deep)  and 
has  a  muddy  bottom.  The  San  Jose  crossed,  some  old  ruins  appear,  perched 
upon  a  mesa  some  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  high,imme{Iiatelyon  your 
light-  To  clamber  up  to  them,  I  had  no  little  difficulty;  and  on  Beaching 
them,  I  found  they  scarcely  compensated  me  for  the  exertion.  They  con- 
sisted of  a  few  old  stone  and  mortar  structures,  and  some  siane  coiraky, 
(enclosures,)  the  latter  showing  signs  of  having  been  recentiy  used  as 
iheep-pens.  What  a  barbarous  state  of  things  these  ruins,  which  are  ocw 
easionally  seen  on  almost  inaccessible  heights,  show  to  have  ooce  existed; 
and  how  much  more  glorious  their  condition  now,  when  the  iahabitMils 
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can  live  upon  the  plains  below  in  comparative  ease  and  quiet^  convenient 
to  iheir  fields,  water,  and  stock! 

Shortly  after  passing  the  ruins,  basaltic  trap  again  appears  in  the  valley; 
and  on  the  left,  immediately  by  the  road,  gypsum  crops  out  from  over- 
lying sandstone.  Eight  miles  from  Laguna,  an  extensive  view  unfolded 
itself  to  our  front,  of  distant  blue  mountains,  miaa  heights,  tableau  and 
conical  mounds — a  broad  expanse  of  green  valley  intervening.  Just  be- 
yond this  point  appears,  on  your  left,  an  almost  perfect  natural  fac  simUe 
of  a  house,  with  its  chimney-top.  About  a  mile  further,  to  our  right,  on  the 
iar  side  of  the  Rio  San  Jose,  could  be  seen  the  remains  of  a  Mexican  vil- 
lage called  RitOy  which  is  represented,  and  no  doubt  truthfully,  to  have 
been  deserted  on  account  of  the  water  of  the  San  Jose  failing  at  this  point. 
This  is  the  village  before  referred  to  as  illustrating  the  fact  that  at  the  pre- 
sent day,  as  in  more  remote  periods,  towns  are  deserted  on  account  of  the 
water  near  them  giving  out.  {AiUe^  September  17.)  A  few  miles  beyond 
this  spot,  the  colonel  commanding  noticing  a  very  large  herd  of  sheep 
moving  very  hastily  away  from  the  command,  as  if  all  were  not  right,  1 
pode  off  to  see  how  the  matter  stood.  I  soon  discovered,  Eowever,  that 
the  flock  was  under  Mexican  and  not  Navajo  control,  and,  from  my  con- 
versation with  the  pastor,  became  assured  that  our  apprehensions  were 
groundless.  It  was  beautiful  to  see  the  young  shepherd  carrying  in  his 
bosom  a  little  lamb;  and  it  at  once  suggested  to  me  the  force  and  appro- 
priateness of  the  sentiment  to  be  fonnd  in  Isaiah,  (chapter  46,  verse  11,) 
expressive  of  the  care  of  the  Saviour  for  the  tender  ones  of  his  flock:  '*  He 
shall  feed  his  flock  like  a  shepherd ;  he  shall  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm, 
and  carry  them  in  his  bosom. *' 

About  fifteen  miles  from  Laguna,  it  being  represented  by  Carravahal  that 
we  could  get  water  in  the  San  Jog£,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  right, 
we  turned  off  the  beaten  track  to  encamp  upon  the  stream.  The  water  of 
this  stream  at  this  point  is  scarcely  an  inch  in  depth,  and  of  a  bright  red 
color.  Its  constancy  cannot  be  depended  upon.  Good  bunch  grass  is 
jEbund  in  the  vicinity,  and  wood  about  half  a  mile  off. 

The  road  to-day  has  been  generally  quite  good.  Gypsum  crops  out  on 
the  left  all  along  the  way  for  the  last  six  miles.  The  soil  has  been  argil- 
laceous, and,  in  spots  of  limited  extent,  looks  as  if  it  might  produce  pretty 
well.     The  sylva  has  been  the  dwarf  cedar,  sparsely  scattered. 

The  Mexican  mounted  militia  were  discharged  this*  evening,  the  colonel 
<jommanding  tendering  them  his  thanks  for  their  services,  and  strongly 
reprobating  the  conduct  of  those  who  had  deserted  the  command,  and 
whom,  he  hoped,  they  would,  on  their  return  to  their  homes,  hold  up  to  the 
just  ignominy  which  they  deserved. 

Thirty-first  camp y  Atrisco J  opposite  Albuquerque y  September  21. — ^The 
wolves,  last  night,  in  the  vicinity  of  our  camp,  were  more  uproarious 
than  usual. 

The  troops  resumed  the  march  at  7  a.  m.,  the  course  for  the  day  being 
about  north  of  east.  The  country  to  day  has  been  generally  rolling  in  the 
direction  of  our  progress — for  the  first  six  or  seven  miles,  mesa  heights,  with 
intervening  areas  of  prairie  land,  being  seen  on  our  left.  Soon  after  leav- 
ing camp,  we  could  see  ahead  of  us  the  serrated  mountains  of  the  Rio 
Grande  stretcliing  from  north  to  south,  looking  blue  and  beautiful,  and 
further  to  the  south  a  couple  of  twin  peaks  lifting  themselves  high  and  con- 
spicuously.   Between  four  and  five  miles  on  our  route,  the  highest  points 
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of  the  Santa. Fe  mountains  shoved  themselves  for  the  first  time,  bearing 
northeast,  the  prospect  suggesting  the  pleasing  thought  that  our  labors 
would  soon  terminate.  Eight  miles  further  brought  us  to  the  Rio  Puerco, 
in  the  bed  of  which  not  a  drop  of  water  could  be  seen.  The  broad  bed 
of  this  so-called  river  is  about  one  hundred  feet  across,  the  narrower 
about  twenty  feet  A  few  cottonwood  trees  skirt  the  banks.  Between 
three  and  four  miles  beyond  the  Puerco,  earthy  limestone  crops  out  from 
the  soil.  Proceeding  a  few  hundred  yards  further,  we  reached  the  summit 
of  a  swell  of  land,  whence  could  be  seen  the  broad  valley  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  the  mountains  just  back  of  Albuquerque  now  showing  them- 
selves in  all  the  magnificence  of  their  proportions.  Shortly  after,  much  to 
COT  relief,  we  met  a  wagon  loaded  with  barrels  of  water  which  had  been 
sent  out  by  Major  Howe,  from  Albuquerque,  agreeably  to  the  instructions 
of  the  colonel  commanding,  forwarded  by  express.  The  men  were  ex- 
ceedingly thirsty,  and  drank  correspondingly.  When  within  seven  miles 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  we  caught,  much  to  our  delight,  the  first  sight  of  its 
glimmering  waters.  A  mile  further,  we  fell  in  with  a  couple  more  of  wagons 
trom  Albuquerque,  loaded  with  water  and  forage  for  the  troops.  The 
river,  however,  being  but  five  or  six  miles  ahead,  the  order  was  given  to 
continue  forward.  Two  miles  more  brought  us  to  where  we  could  see  the 
town  of  Albuquerque  quartering  on  our  left;  houses  could  also  be  seen 
lying  scattered  for  miles  up  and  down  the  river,  the  cottonwood  very 
sparsely  dotting  its  banks.  Just  at  dusk,  we  were  winding  our  way 
through  the  little  village  of  Atrisco,  situated  on  the  Rio  Grande,  opposite 
Albuquerque — our  camp  for  the  night  being  to  the  north  of  the  town,  in 
the  midst  of  a  fine  plot  of  pasturage,  convenient  to  the  river. 

The  soil  to  day  has  been  alternately  argillaceous  and  arenaceous.  The 
fiice  of  the  country  presented  one  expanse  of  barren  waste,  thinly  sprinkled 
with  dwarf  cedar.  The  last  half  of  the  road  was^  a  good  portion  of  it, 
very  heavy  on  account  of  sand,  and  in  places  quite  hilly.  The  day's 
march  has  been  28.33  miles. 

We  met  on  the  road  to-day  •  three  Mexican  men  on  horseback,  two  of 
them  each  with  a  woman  behind  him,  and  the  third  with  a  very  pretty 
child  in  his  arms.  This  is  a  common  mode  of  travelling  among  them — 
the  woman,  however,  most  generally  sitting  in  front.  These  women  had 
their  faces  plastered  with  a  sort  of  whitewash,  also  a  very  common  fashion— 
the  object  being,  a$  I  am  told,  to  protect  them  from  the  weather.  Not 
unfrequently  they  are  covered  with  a  red  pigment — but  for  what  purpose, 
unless  for  the  same  reason  the  whitewash  is  used,  I  cannot  divine.  The 
&ct,  however,  of  their  more  frequently  putting  it  on  in  blotches,  would 
seem  to  point  to  some  otherobject.  But,  whatever  be  the  purpose,  they 
io  both  instances  give  to  the  iace  a  frightful  and  disgusting  appearance. 

Sad  news  has  reached  us  to-night.  The  mail  from  the  States,  for  which 
we  alt  have  been  looking  with  so  much  anxiety,  is  reported  to  have  been 
cut  off  by  the  Navajos,  on  its  way  out  to  us,  at  Chelly.  This  is  a  serious 
disappointment  to  us  all. 

Algadones^  Septentber22. — The  expedition ,  in  its  integrity ,  terminated  at 
Atrisco.  The  different  commands,  artillery  and  infantry,  are  to  march 
independently,  each  under  the  head  of  their  respective  chiefs,  to  Santa 
Pe,  as  soon  as  practicable.  Colonel  Washington  and  staff  crossed  over  to 
Albuquerque  this  morning  at  the  ford.  Tlie  river  at  this  point  is  probably 
about  three  hundred  yards  wide,  the  stream  rapid,  its  depth  four  kei,  and 
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its  bottom  of  a  somewhat  quicksand  character.  During  the  higher  stages 
of  the  water,  the  river  is  too  deep  to  be  forded;  but,  though  this  is  the  case 
at  the  several  fords  along  its  course,  boats  seem  never  to  be  resorted  to  by 
the  Mexicans.  Indeed,  1  have  not  seen  a  single  one  since  I  have  been  in 
the  country. 

Albuquerque,  for  a  Mexican  town,  is  tolerably  well  built.  Its  buildings, 
like  all  I  have  seen  inhabited  by  Mexicans,  are  of  a  right  parallelopipedon 
shape,  constructed  of  adobes,  (blocks  of  sun-dried  mud,)  and  arranged 
generally  on  the  four  sides  of  a  rectangle,  thus  creating  an  interior  court 
(pateo)  upon  which  nearly  every  one  of  the  apartments  opens.  There  is 
generally  but  one  exterior  or  street  entrance;  and  this  is  generally  quite 
wide  and  high,  the  usual  width  being  about  six  feet,  and  the  height  seven. 
They  appear  to  be  made  thus  wide,  at  least  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
discover,  to  enable  the  burros  (asses)  and  other  annuals  to  go  through 
with  their  packs.  They  are  generally  secured  by  double  doors.  There 
are  two  or  three  buildings  in  the  town  with  extensive  fronts  and  poricUes, 
(porches,)  which  look,  for  this  country,  very  well — one  of  them  being  the 
house  formerly  occupied  by  Governor  Armijo.  There  is  a  military  post 
at  thia  place,  garrisoned  by  a  couple  of  companies  of  dragoons,  the  com- 
manding officer  being  Major  M.  S.  Howe,  of  the  2d  dragoons.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  town  and  its  immediate  suburbs  is  probably  about  one  thou- 
sand.   Wood  for  fuel  has  to  be  drawn  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles. 

Colonel  Washington  and  myself,  after  partaking  of  the  generous  hos- 
pitality of  Major  Howe  and  his  lady,  left  at  two  o'clock  for  Sante  Pe,  it 
being  our  intention  to  tarry  all  night  at  Algadones,  the  usual  stopping-^ 
place  for  travellers  either  way  between  Albuquerque  and  the  former  place. 
Mr.  Calhoun  and  Captain  Ker  were  in  company,  the  latter  having 
kindly  provided  the  vehicle  which  conveys  us  hiiher.  On  our  left  was 
the  Rio  i^rande,  and  on  our  right,  some  eight  or  nine  miles  oflF,  the  lofly 
mountains  of  Albuquerque  and  Saudia,  The  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande 
for  a  number  of  miles  above  Albuquerque,  presents  the  finest  agricultural 
and  pastoral  country  I  have  yet  seen  in  New  Mexico.  The  breadth  of 
the  valley  under  cultivation  is,  probably,  not  quite  a  mile.  The  clemency 
of  the  climate — it  is  some  two  thousand  feet  lower  in  altitude  than  Santa 
Fe — is  such  as  to  cause  the  grape  and  peach,  as  well  as  the  melon,  to  grow 
to  perfection.    The  corn  also  looks  luxuriant  and  productive. 

About  six  miles  from  Albuquerque,  we  passed  the  inconsiderable  village 
of  Alameda,  the  most  conspicuous  building  in  it  being  the  Roman  Catholic 
church.  Six  miles  further,  we  passed  by  the  pueblo  of  Sandia,  a  town 
similar  in  the  style  of  its  buildings  to  the  other  pueblo  villages — the  usual 
quaritum  of  ladders  and  ragged-looking  sheep  and  goat-pens  discovering 
themselves  about  the  premises.  Just  after  leaving  Sandia,  within  the 
space  of  about  a  mile  along  the  road,  are  between  sixty  and  seventy 
piles  of  stones,  which  are  said  to  designate  the  localities  where  as  many 
IVavajos  fell  in  a  battle  which  the  Pueblo  Indians  had  with  that  people, 
some  years  since.  Six  miles  more  brought  us  to  the  small  village  of  Berna- 
lUiOy  its  vicinage  presenting  some  respectable-looking  rancho  residences^ 
surrounded  by  well-cultivated  grounds,  which  are  fenced  by  adobe  walls. 
Some  of  these  walls  are  twelve  feet  high,  and  crowned  with  the  cactus,  to 
prevent  their  being  scaled.  Another  six  miles  traversed,  we  found 
ourselves  at  Algadones,  our  stopping  place  for  the  night.  This  mis- 
«erable-k>oking  village  contains  about  tony  houses^  and  tias  a  population 
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©f  some  two  or  three  hundred  souls.  Subsistence,  such  as  it  is,  and 
ferage,  can  be  obtained  here.  The  inn,  kept  by  a  Mexican,  is  far  from 
being  such  as  it  should  be,  either  as  respects  cleanhness  or  the  character  of 
the  euisine.  Miserable  muddy  coffee,  a  stew  made  of  mutton  smothered  in 
onions,  half-baked  tortillas^  (thin  corn*cakes,)  and  a  few  boiled  eggs,  con- 
stitute the  best  meal  it  pretends  to  furnish.  I  do  not  know  why  it  is,  but 
I  have  not  yet  drunk  a  cup  of  coffee  or  eaten  a  tortilla  of  Mexican  prepa- 
ation,  without  its  creating  in  some  degree  a  sensation  of  nausea  at  the 
Moonach.  There  is  certainly  great  room  for  improvement  in  the  cuisine 
of  this  country.  The  only  eatable  I  have  yet  partaken  of  which  does 
not  become  tainted  by  their  cookery  is  the  egg  in  its  boiled  state;  and 
this  is  doubtless  owing  to  its  being  protected  by  the  shell. 

The  toad  from  Albuquerque  to  Algadones  is  generally  sandy,  and  in 
»me  places,  on  account  of  it,  quite  heavy. 

SatUa  fhy  September  23. — Having,  by  a  few  moments  of  experience, 
last  evening,  become  convinced  that  if  I  lay  within  doors  all  night  I 
should  not  only  have  a  fight  with  rabid  insects,  but  have  also  great  vio- 
lence done  to  ray  olfactoriesy  Lieutenant  Ward  and  myself  slept  in  the 
vagoo;  and  a  pretty  comfortable  night  we  have  had  of  it. 

We  left  Algadones  for  Santa  Pe  at  half-past  7  a.  m.,  our  general  course 
for  the  day  being  about  northeast,  and  we  taking  the  road  via  Delgado^s 
vmcho^  (fenn,)  the  usual  wagon-route  between  the  two  places. 

Basaltic  trap,  I  noticed,  crowned  the  mesa  heights  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Rio  Grande  between  Algadones  and  San  Felipe,  the  inferior  forma- 
don  a(^.aringto  be  sandstone,  horizontally  stratified. 

Six  miles  above  Algadones,  we  passed  the  pueblo  of  San  Felipe.  This 
town  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  mha^  on  the  west  side  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  the  river  contracting  at  this  point  to  a  width  of  probably  less  than 
eoe  hundred  yards.  This  pueblo,  like  the  others,  has  its  two  storied 
houses,  accessible  by  ladders;  but  neither  it  nor  Sandia  is  as  purely  Indian 
in  the  style  of  its  buildings  as  the  other  pueblos  we  have  visited.  It  is, 
however,  rather  a  neat-looking  village,  the  Roman  Catholic  church, 
as  Qsttal,  showing  conspicuously.  The  ruins  of  what  is  usually  called 
Old  San  FhUpe  are  plainly  visible,  perched  on  the  edge  of  the  m<sa,  about 
a  mile  above  the  present  town ,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  These  ruins 
tie  generally,  I  believe,  regarded  as  indeed  the  remains  of  Old  San 
Felipe;  but  a  very  intelligent  Indian  residing  in  the  present  town  of  that 
name  has  informed  me  that  they  are  the  remains  of  a  people  who  have 
bug  sinee  passed  away,  and  of  whom  they  know  nothing.  Half  a  mile 
above  San  Feiipe,  the  road  branches  off — one  branch  extending  to  Santa 
Pc  by  the  way  of  Santo  Domingo,  and  the  other  to  the  same  place  by  the 
way  of  DelgMo's  rancho,  (farm.)  The  former  branch  is,  probably,  three 
or  four  miles  shorter  than  the  latter,  and  is  on  that  account  generally 
(referred  for  pack  animals.  The  latter,  however,  is  so  much  the  better 
vagon-foad  as  to  cause  it  to  be  preferred  fox  wheeled  vehicles. 

About  twenty  miles  firom  Algadones,  we  crossed  the  Rio  Galisteo,  the 
load  following  it  up  for  some  distance.  Where  we  first  met  it,  not  a  par- 
liele  of  water  could  be  seen  in  its  bed ;  but  at  the  point  where  we  left  it, 
about  half  a  mile  above,  it  was  a  running  stream.  Colonel  Washington 
informs  me  that  in  Chihuahua  he  traversed  the  bed  of  a  river  which  was 
fertdctly  dry  when  the  head  of  the  column  commenced  crossing,  but 
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within  half  an  hour,  before  the  whole  column  had  paaaed  orer,  it  ura^ 
scarcely  fordable. 

Some  fine  specimens  of  trap  dike  are  discoverable  just  after  crossing 
the  Rio  GaIisteo*~one  of  ihem  resembling,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  artificial 
wall;  another,  the  dark-colored  remains  of  an  old  pueblo.  About  six 
miles  further,  we  crossed  the  small  affluent  of  the  Rio  de  Santa  Fe,  on 
which  Delgado's  rancko  is  situated.  Travellers  sometimes  make  this 
rancho  a  stopping-place  for  the  night  between  Santa  Fe  and  Albu- 
querque.  Sixteen  miles  more  traversed,  at  half  past  three  in  the  after- 
noon, much  to  the  gratification  of  the  whole  party,  we  reached  Santa  Pe. 

The  road  from  Algadones  to  Santa  Fe  is  generally  very  good,  the  only 
exception  being  a  few  short  steep  hills. 

The  face  of  the  country  to-day  has  presented,  with  some  trifling  ex- 
ceptions— along  the  Rio  Grande,  at  Delgado's,  and  between  Agua  Fria 
and  Santa  Fe — one  extended  barren  waste  of  uncultivable  soil. 

Santa  Fe^  September  26. — The  artillery,  under  Major  Kendrick,  reached 
this  place  yesterday;  the  infantry,  under  Captain  Sykes,  to-day. 

Character  of  the  soil  from  the  eastern  base  of  the  Sierra  de  Tktm^JiaU^ 
Chelly^  and  thence  to  Santa  Fe,  by  the  return  joute.* 

It  may  be  thought,  from  the  frequent  mention  of  good  land  along  the 
route  since  we  left  the  eastern  base  of  the  Tumecha  mountains,  on  our 
return  trip,  that  fertility  has  characterized  the  country  generally  through 
which  we  have  passed  since  that  period.  But,  lest  so  erroneous  an  im- 
pression may  obtain,  I  think  it  proper  to  observe  that,  for  the  greater  por- 
tion of  this  distance,  the  road  has  threaded  the  valleys  of  the  country,  and 
therefore  the  land  has  presented  itself  such  as  I  have  described  it.  The 
country,  it  is  true,  has  exhibited  a  greater  extent  of  cultivable  soil  than 
that  traversed  between  Santa  Fe  and  the  Tumecha  mountains,  but  yet, 
in  comparison  with  the  whole  area  of  surface,  it  should  still  be  considered 
as  but  a  very  small  fractional  part. 

The  idea  I  pertinaciously  adhered  to  when  in  the  States,  before  ever 
having  seen  this  country,  was,  that,  besides  partaking  of  the  bold  charac- 
teristics of  the  primary  formations,  rocks  confusedly  piled  upon  rocks,, 
deep  glens,  an  occasional  cascade,  green  fertile  valleys — the  usual  accom- 
paniments of  such  characteristics  with  us  in  the  States — it  was  also,  like 
the  country  of  the  States,  generally  fertile,  and  covered  with  verdure.  But 
never  did  I  have,  nor  do  I  believe  anybody  can  have,  a  full  appreciation 
of  the  almost  universal  barrenness  which  pervades  this  country,  until  they 
come  out,  as  I  did,  to  "search  the  land,"  and  behold  with  theirown  eyes 
its  general  nakedness.  The  primary  mountains  present  none  of  that  wild, 
rocky,  diversified,  pleasing  aspect  which  they  do  in  the  United  States> 
but,  on  the  contrary,  are  usually  of  a  rounded  form,  covered  by  a  dull, 
lifeless-colored  soil,  and  generally  destitute  of  any  other  sylva  than  pine 
and  cedar,  most  frequently  of  a  sparse  and  dwarfish  character.  I'he  sed- 
imentary rocks,  which,  contrary  to  my  preconceived  notions,  are  the  prev- 
alent formations  of  the  country,  have  a  crude,  half-made-up  aj^arance, 
sometimes  of  a  dull  buff  color,  sometimes  white,  sometimes  red,  and  some* 

*See  ofUe,  thirteenth  campi  August  31,  for  general  character  of  the  coumry  traveceed  •citttf 
the  Sierra  de  Tumecha. 
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toes  these  alternating,  and,  being  almost  universally  bare  of  vegetation, 
except  that  of  a  sparse,  dwarfish,  sickening-colored  aspect,  cannot  be  re- 
girded  as  a  general  thing — at  least,  not  until  familiarity  reconciles  you 
k)  the  sight — without  a  sensation  of  loathing.  The  face  of  the  country,  for 
tip  same  reason — ^the  general  absence  of  all  verdure,  and  the  dead,  dull, 
fdlow  aspect  of  its  soil— has  a  tendency  to  create  the  same  disagreeable 
seasation.  I  desire  it,  therefore,  to  be  borne  in  mind  that,  when  I  have 
in  the  course  of  my  journal  spoken  of  fertile  soil,  or  of  beaiUiful  prosipects, 
1  lave  spoken  reiatively — that  is,  in  relation  or  contrast  with  the  other  por- 
tions of  the  country  in  which  these  exceptions  have  occurred,  and  not  in 
nfafton  to  our  more  favored  domain  in  the  States. 

Candusion. 

Before  concluding  my  journal,  1  think  it  proper  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
the  department  the  expediency  of  having  the  country  examined  west  of 
the  Pueblo  of  Zuni,  for  the  ascertainment  of  a  wagon-route  from  the  for- 
mer point  to  the  Pueblo  de  los  Angeles,  or,  failing  in  this,  to  San  Diego. 

The  route  from  Santa  Feto  Zuiii — a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  four 
miles — is,  with  a  very  slight  application  of  labor,  practicable  for  wagonsj 
iiid  the  guide,  Carravahal,  who  has  been  down  the  Rio  de  Zuni  to  its 
jonetioQ  with  the  Colorado  of  the  West,  says  it  continues  practicable  all 
it  way  along  this  tributary  to  the  point  mentioned. 

Mr.  Richard  Campbell,  of  Santa  Pe,  since  my  return,  has  informed  me 
til,  in  1827,  with  a  party  of  thirty-five  men  and  a  number  of  pack  ani- 
aals,  he  travelled  from  New  Mexico  to  San  Diego  by  the  way  of  Zuni 
md  the  valley  of  the  Rio  de  Zuni,  and  found  no  difficulty  throughout  the 
Thole  distance.  He  fupther  states,  there  is  no  question  that  a  good  wagon- 
»mte,  furnishing  the  proper  quantum  of  wood,  water,  and  grass,  can  be 
fcond  in  this  direction,  both  to  San  Diego  and  the  Ptteblode  los  Angeles, 
He  informs  me,  however,  that,  in  order  to  reach  the  Rio  Colarado,  the  Rio 
de  Zuni  would  have  to  be  diverged  from  at  the  fells,  within  a  few  miles 
ef  its  confluence  with  the  Colorado,  and  a  valley  running  generally 
tonthwardly  followed  down  to  its  junction  with  the  valley  of  thtjt  river. 

He  has  narther  iiifbrnied  me  that  above  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  de  Zuiii 
dure  is  a  ford,  called  El  Vado  de  los  Padres y  (the  Ford  of  the  Fathers,)  to 
Tfaicb  a  route  leads  fi'om  Zuiii  by  the  way  of  the  pueblos  of  the  Moquis 
This  route,  which  he  represents  as  much  shorter  than  the  other,  is,  how- 
«Ter,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  crossing  the  canon  of  the  river  at  the 
fefd,only  practicable  for  pack  animals. 

The  Colorado,  when  he  crossed  it,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  de  Zuni, 
was  fordable;  but  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  might  not  always  be  found 
to. 

It  is  proper  for  me,  however,  in  this  connexion,  to  state  that  I  havecon*- 
Tosed  with  two  or  three  trappers,  who  represent  that  the  Colorado  is  so 
^ply  canoned  from  its  mouth  upwards  as  to  make  a  wagon-route  in  the 
direction  proposed  impracticable.  These  persons,  however,  have  at  the 
BiBe  time  stated  that  they  know  nothing  personally  of  the  continvous  ex- 
Hteace  of  this  canon,  never  having  been  immediately  on  the  ground:  their 
sepresentations,  then,  should  not  counterbalance  the  statement  of  those 
vho  have. 

I  have  introduced  the  above  representations,  to  which  I  might  add  those 
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of  Other  persons,  corroborativeof  the  statements  of  Messrs.  CarravahsJ  and 
Campbell^  in  order  that  the  department,  being  advised  of  the  true  state  oi 
the  infonnation  attainable  upon  the  subject,  might  take  such  action  and 
give  such  instructions  in  the  premises  as,  in  its  judgment,  it  might  deem 
expedient. 

By  reference  to  the  map,  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  a  route  from  Santa 
Fe  to  Pueblo  de  los  Angeles,  in  the  direction  suggested,  nmning  as  it 
would  intermediate  between  the  southern  detour  of  Cook's  route  and  the 
northern  detour  of  the  "Spanish  trail"  route,  or,  in  other  words,  as  direct 
as  possible,  would  not  only  be  shorter  by  probably  as  much  as  three  hundred 
miles  than  either  of  these  routes,  but,  passing  by  the  pueblos  of  Laguna  and 
Zuni,  and  possibly  of  the  Moquis,  situated  siill  further  westward,  would 
furnish  j^upplies  of  subsistence  and  repairs  of  outfit  for  certainly  the  first  two 
hundred,  if  not  throe  hundred^  miles  of  the  way — desidercUa  certainly  not 
to  be  disregarded. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  H.  SIMPSON, 
First  Lieutenant  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 

APPENDIX  A. 

Lieutenant  Simpson^s  report  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Washington  of  a  re- 
comtaissance  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  a  post  on  the  borders  of 
the  Navajo  country. 

Santa  Fe,  October  10, 1849. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  orders  No.  35,  current  series,  issued  from 
headquarters  of  department  No.  9,  requiring  me  to  make  a  reconnais- 
sance of  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Cebolleta,  with  a  view  to  the  se- 
lection of  a  suitable  position  for  a  post  in  that  vicinity,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  that  I  have  made  the  reconnaissance  required  by  said  ordeTi 
and  present  the  following  as  the  result. 

The  point  I  would  suggest  as  the  most  suitable  one  for  the  location  of 
a  post  is  the  small  settlement  called  Cebolletita,  situated  two  and  a  quar- 
ter miles  to  the  south  of,  and  in  the  same  valley  with,  Cebolleta,  and  on 
the  road  leading  from  the  Pueblo  of  Laguna  to  Cebolleta.  My  reasons 
for  this  selection  are  involved  in  the  following  considerations: 

The  Navajo  nation  is  the  principal  one  to  which  the  post  in  question,  in 
its  military  aspects,  is  to  have  relation.  Coming  frofti  the  mountains  im- 
mediately to  the  north  and  back  of  Cebolleta,  (see  map,)  and  passing  by 
Cebolleta  and  Cebolletita,  is  an  avenue  of  approach  from  the  Navajo 
country  to  the  Mexican  settlements  in  that  and  the  neighboring  quarter 
to  the  east  of  it  To  the  east  oi  the  selected  point,  I  was  informed  there 
was  another  or  other  avenues  ot  approach.  To  the  west^  by  the  way  of 
the  valley  of  the  Rio  de  San  Jose  and  one  of  its  tributaries,  there  are  two 
other  avenues  of  descent  to  be  guarded  against.  Now,  as  the  number  of 
posts  to  be  established  is  but  one,  it  is  obvious  that  its  position  should  be 
such  as  to  affect  the  greatest  possible  area  of  country,  and  that  in  the  most 
prompt  and  effective  manner.  This  position,  evidently^,  then,  should  be  a 
ceniral  one.  This  condition  is  fulfilled  in  the  case  m  question  by  loca- 
ting the  post  at  the  place  stated — Cebolletita. 
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The  next  considerations  are,  that  the  locality  selected  is  where  the  es- 
»ntials  wood  and  water  are  abundant  for  the  troops,  grass  abundant  for 
the  stock,  and  corn  doubtless  to  be  bad  in  sufficient  quantities  from 
that  and  the  neighboring  villages. 

In  regard  to  8ie  quarters  at  the  point  referred  to ,  there  are  three  ranckas, 
npoD  which  are  buildings  suitable — with  some  slight  repairs,  in  the  case 
of  one— for  the  quarters  of  the  troops.  These  buildings  belong,  respect- 
ivdy,  to  Juan  Chavez,  Manuel  Chavez,  and  Jose  Francisco  Arogonas; 
wd  the  order  in  which  they  are  named  is  the  order  of  their  convenience 
b  respect  to  wood  and  water.  The  first  two,  I  was  assured,  could  be 
irated;  the  third,  in  all  probability,  if  necessary,  could  be  also. 

Id  regard  to  the  facilities  of  communication,  there  is  a  pack -mule  route 
fram  Cebolletita  to  Alburqueque,  the  distance  between  the  two  places 
bffljg  rejM^sented  to  be  from  forty- five  to  fifty  miles.  There  are  also  two 
tagon  roads  from  Cebolletita  to  Albuquerque — one  by  way  of  the  Pueblo 
ileLigana,  which  we  found  pretty  good;  and  the  other,  a  more  direct  one, 
1^  the  way  of  Alamo,  said  to  be  the  shorter,  and  equally  good.  The 
i&tance  to  Albuquerque  by  the  Laguna  road  is:  to  Laguiia,  sixteen  miles; 
tlience  to  Albuquerque,  forty-five  miles — ^in  all,  sixty-one  miles.* 

The  valley  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  locate  the  post,  I  would  further 
aaoark,  besides  being  the  most  ptesLsant  one  I  saw  within  the  circuit  of 
siy  reconnaissance,  is  more  thickly  populated  with  Mexicans  than  any 
ifl  that  region. 

Another  advantage  the  locality  possesses  is  its  proximity  to  the  friendly 
.Wajos — a  position  which  enables  them  to  be  reciprocally  protected  by  our 
^I^,  and  at  the  same  time  give  that  information  in  relation  to  their 
aeighbors  which  might  be  of  the  highest  importance  to  us  in  our  rela- 
*>Qs  with  them. 

I  should  not  fail  to  report,  that  the  escort  accompanying  me  was  com- 
aaiided  by  Lieutenant  John  Buford,  of  the  2d  dragoons,  whom  I  ever 
bund  willing  and  efiective  in  his  co-operation  with  me  in  the  discharge 
rf  my  duties. 

1  am,  &c., 

J.  H.  SIMPSON, 
First  Lieut.  .Corps  Topographical  Engineers, 

To  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  M.  Washington, 

Commanding  9th  Military  Department, 

^Sbtt  the  etablishment  uf  the  po#t  at  Cebolleta,  a  pack-mule  route  has  been  discovered  from 
^  poft  to  Snnra  Pe  by  the  way  o£  the  Puebio  of  Jemez,  which,  doubtless,  is  from  fifteen  to 
**ttiyiiule9  shorter  than  by  the  way  of  Albuquerque. 
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APPEP 
A  compareUive  vocabulary  of  words  in  the  languages  of  the  Pueblo  or  cUn 


Id  the  language  of  the  Pueblo  Ii 

Name  of  the 
objcot     in 
English. 

Qod 

Heavens .... 

Dio»,(Sp.)   Mon- 
tezu(na,theysa]r, 
i»    8yn^nyIDOu^ 
with  Dios. 

Giye  no  other 

the     Span. 
Dios. 

HuafD-may-ah  .••.«..• 

Pay.    (Same  as  for 
■un.) 

Sun 

Pah 

Poy-ye 

A-doy-e-ah  . 

Hoo-len*iiah 

Pav 

Moon 

Star 

She-cat'!!!.'.!! 

Panoah ... 

Hah-he-glan-nah  ...... 

Pah-ah 

Woon-bah 

Cloud 

Earth 

Hah-ats 

Hataaee 

Ndiat-'iay 

K>ir-natf^hu 

Q-nue * 

Nah 

Sdy-en .... 

Ker 

Nah-ve-flo  . . 
An-ooh 

Pah-han-nah 

Dock-ah.... 

Man 

Tah-hah-r»e-nah 

Clav-an-nah.     ........ 

Shu-o-tish 

Woman...... 

Wife 

Could  eive  no  word . . . 
Dv-vou-oo-nah 

Ne-ohoy .••.••< 

Boy 

Bay  (infant). 
Girl 

Sah-wiah-aha. . 
Koy-yah 

Sah-vish-«ha.... 

Ah-cue 

An-ugh 

Koo-a&lon-nah 

Giri  (infant). 
Head 

Foud-o-hoa-che ...... 

Naah-can-ne .... 

Cop-pay 

Ko-wah 

Kan-nah 

Kar-wish-she . . . 

Tttee-kah 

Har>at-chay-nay. 

Wah-at-chin 

Tyara-kah 

Eah-ae-pah 

Har-tran 

Wii-irah-ne 

Kah-u-may .... 

Pum-bah  . . . 
Sic-co-?ah  . . 

Oha-ay 

Chay 

Shay 

Slio 

Moo-ah  .... 

Hah 

Sab-boh 

0-ye-o 

Poh 

Kah    

Ko 

Pi-ne-nah 

Chit-choua 

Porehfad  .... 

Puh-hetn-nah  .......... 

Wah-pay ,.... 

Tcbo-tah  . .  •  •  • 

Face 

Cha-gah-neem-may  .... 
Che-nay.  ..••••.•••... 

Eye 

Noae 

Saech ...•• 

Poo-aa-nak 

For-aaech.. 

Mouih 

Teeth 

Tongue 

Clah-mo-e-nah 

Mo  1-en-nah-en-hay .... 

May-oon-on-en-ah 

Clah-bon-hay 

E-ae-quah 

Ooo-whan 

Ain-lah 

Chin 

Ah-tiflh ; 

Ear 

Ta£-lav-o-nav  

Wash-chish 

Hair 

»  «^  »» J   v-tivkj  ......... 

Pah-han-nav .......... 

Fore^lah 

Neck* 

Gah*ne-mav  ....••.... 

Toe     

Arm  ...•••.. 

Hah-en-nay 

Hah , 

Elbov 

Hand 

Kah-mosh  tay. . . 

Mah 

Mab-tish    

Fingfr 

Breast 

Ctuaisi-pah 

Kay-ah-ktth.... 

Pe-ah 

Pah-ah-kay-nay-ne-may 
Pah-nav 

Pay.lu 

Leg 

Hong 

Knee .  t 

&  «u<     ••«^   ...•...•••«... 

Foot 

Kar-tay 

Ke-«h-ne 

Moo-«hat« 

Kah-yni-oh 

(Probably  a  cor- 
ruption   of   th» 
Span,  cahalio.) 

Skers-ker 

Ah 

Ei-en-en-nah 

A  wn-da(>b 

Deer 

Ptth-ye 

Kah 

Aa  in  Span. . 

Could  give  no 
word. 

Tah-mean-mah  

Kah-nah-neem-mah .... 

Kah-wan-nah.     (Prob- 
ably a  corruption  of 
the  Spanish.) 

Pah-ah 

Buffalo 

Horse 

Tosa-chach 

Gu-nah 

Serpent 

Pay-«ha-tah 
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DIXB. 


M  htSans  of  New  Mexico  and  of  the  wild  tribes  ififtabiting  its  borders. 


ianof- 


In  the  language  of  the  wild  tribes  denominated — 


a 


HNe>v<HMio-we'K>-nah . 


TiHock-ktih. 


? 
S 


S 

? 


Toe-kill. 


lby«hchu-way., 


^'s-lock-nan-naT . 

h^ 

^<ire. 


CwjH  riwe  no  word. 
A»tte-ke 


TyHtth. 


WMttth-nah 

Njock-quin-nay 

n«k.kin-nay 

J>poft-ne-na7 

Too-nah-way 

afl-iiiHiay 

Jc^ah-an-nay 

^ab-way 

»<Hjin-nay 

^y-which-chin-nay.. . 
Jj^'Whnck-tin-ray  .. . . 

Trth-wsy 

Kanin-riay ,.. 

Ar'«e-way 


Toke»pay-lah . 

Tah-wa+i 

Moo-yah 


O-rnow 

TouJiM)uae.. 
Se-ke-ah 


Yiiah-del-kill. 


Cho-hae-nae-i. 
Old-chay  .  . . . . 
Oel-gay-he... 


dua-tah . 
Col-ler.. 


a«Kk^ 


le-way . 


J^Han-nay. 
«k-<j«e-way. 


^•ke<j«e-a-W8y.. 


J«)*Wkay-on€-na-way 
Te<h«hc 


Cbe^o-lah. 


Po-se 

Ya-kuck — 

Mo-ah 

Tah-mah 

Ling-a 

Ke-at 

Nook-a-wuck . . 

Hay-me 

Gtua-pe 

Mah-at 

Chei^ber 

Mock-tay 

Mah-Iaiz 

T«e-witz-kah  ., 

Ho-kah 

Tom-me 

Her-kuck 


As  in  Spanish.. 


Ne 

Ten-nay 

E* -ten-nay.  . 
Cha-at 


Ohe-ysz. 


Chay-way... 

Hut^e. 

Hnt-tah 

Hun-ne  . .  . , 
Hun-nah . . . . 
Hut-chin  . . . . 
Huz-zay  . . . . 
How-go... «. 

Hot-so , 

Hi-ot-ze 

Hut-ehah. ... , 

House 

Huck-quoss.. 
Hut-con . . . . , 


Hu'-lah . 


Hay-ycte . 
Hut-yah .. 


Hutrkay. . 
Pay-ye... 
A-yan*ne . 
Kle 


Kot-«o. 


J50 

SI 


Dios.    (Span.) 


Shah. 


?^ay 

Tilt-lay 

Tay-kay 

Pe-aug-oo-!o  . 
la-ke-e ...... 


Mem-che-to., 
(Doubtless      a 
corruption  of 

Spanish.) 

It-se 

Pin-nay  .... 


Pin-dah  .... 
Witch-chess  . . 
Huz-zay..., 

E-gho 

£-zah-te ... 
E-zay-tah.., 
Wick-yah . 

It-se 

Wick-cost.. 
Wit-sc.,.., 


Wis-lah. 


Ko-jay-ae. . 
Wit  cha-te.. 


Tap. 

Mah-tots 

Glaah-lantz. 


Toc-r>n-pay-ah. 
Nai-Jah. 


Wit-kay.. 
Pay-ah.  • , 
Yah-nay . 
Shle 


Ko-ob., 


tih-pats. 
Mah-mats. 


Tats. 

Mui-tock. 

Koo-elp. 

Put-ty-shoe. 

Mah-ve-tah. 

Tirop. 

Tone:. 

Ah-oh. 

Hah-noek-qaell. 

Nink. 

Su-ooh. 

Kol|>h. 

Poo-ir. 

Mas-seer. 

Pay.        . 

Namp. 

Kah-Ttth. 


To«-weroe 
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APPENDIX  B- 


In  the  langi]age  of  the  Paeblo  li 

Name  of  the 
objpct     in 
Engliah. 

Santo  Domingo,  San 
Felipe,  Santa  Anna, 
Silla,  Laguna,  Po- 
juate,  Aconm,  Co- 
Chlti.     (1.) 

San  Juan,  Santa  Cla- 
ra,   8.     Aldefonso, 
Pojuaque,   Nambe, 
Tesuque.    (2.) 

u 

1* 

Rattlesnake. . 

Shrue-o-we 

Tish 

Pay-yoh.... 

Cher 

Moo-sab.... 

Tah 

Sun 

Pi-ho-own .^ 

KaeHih-yae-lah 

^s 

Cat...... .1. 

Sf>-dor-nah 

Cavi'-nu  .••...«•.... 

Moos  ..•••..••• 

Moon-sah  ...••••••• 

Fire 

Hah-kan-ye 

Pah-an-nah .  ...••..... 

Twa-ah 

Wood 

Water ...... 

Tseats 

Ogh 

Poh-ah-oon.  • 

Pah 

Stone  .• 

Kl^h-ah 

Cactus 

Ae-roorch-te .... 

Sow-wah.... 

Te-ah 

Corn 

Bean.  •  •  ... 

Bread 

Pah.    (Probably 
a  corrupt  ion  of 
the  Span,  pan) 

Ish-sha-ne 

As  in  Span.. 
Pe-we 

Ah-coon-nah  .••••.«... 

Z(>-tane*bae>lah  .... 

Flesh....... 

Zoe-an-nay 

Qu-nay-nat-sL 

Bow 

Arrow. 

Fusil 

0-nistz... ,. 

Pe-quar-re.. 

Tah-we-nan.  •  • 

Tah-his-tah 

Sword  • .   ... 

Spurs  .••... 

Whin 

PipLf....ii! 

Hal 

Friend 

Kcnah 

NOTES. 

(1.)  Obtained  by  Lieutenant  Simpson  from  U-kat-te-wah,  (all  the  world  looks  as  the  man  tha 
sings,)  governor  of  tiie  pueblo  of  Santo  Domingo. 

(2.)  Obtained  by  Lieutenant  Simpson,  through  Mr.  E.  M.  Eern,  from  an  Indian  belonging  c< 
the  pueblo  of  San  Juan. 

(3.)  Obtained  by  Lieutenant  Simpson,  through  Di.  Horace  R.  Wirtz,  XT.  S.  A  ,  from  an  In 
dian  belonging  to  the  pueblo  of  Taos. 

(4.)  Obtained  by  Lieutenant  Simpson  from  an  Indian  belonging  to  the  pueblo  of  Jcmez,  b] 
name  Da-ha-du-lu,  (eagle.) 

(5.)  Obtained  by  Lieutenant  Simpson  from  an  Indian  belonging  to  the  paeblo  of  Zufli,  b] 
name,  as  he  wrote  it  himself,  Lilu.    Mexican  name,  Juan  Christoval. 

(6.)  ObUiined  by  Lieutenant  Simpson  from  a  Moqui  Indian  who  happened  to  be  at  Chell] 
vhen  the  troops  weft  there. 

(7.)  Obtained  by  Lieutenant  Simpson  from  a  friendly  Nayajo  chief,  b7  namt  Tus«caho< 
gont*le.    Mexican  name,  Sandoval. 

(8.)  Obtained  by  Lieutenant  Simpson  from  an  Apache  Indian,  a  prisoner  in  the  goard-bonsi 
at  Santa  Fe. 

(9  )  Obtained  by  Lieutenant  Simpson  from  an  Utah  Indian, «  prisoner  in  the  euard-hoosi 
at  Santa  Fe. 
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bntmned. 


faaofl- 

In  the  language  of  the  wild  tribes  denomioated*- 

1 

Ticorillas,  (a  branch 
of    the   Apaches.) 
(8) 

1 

KUsh 

Klay-cho 

Moose 

El-chin.  .•••.. 

Klin-cha-ah... 

Moo-sah 

Gone 

WMMsh 

Po-ku 

Sah-reets. 

MtHih 

Moo-sah. 

llKk^e. 

Day-bor 

8ei^her-be 

Coon. 

Oof. 

W>wa]r ••-•  •• 

Too!'/.!'/.!!.. 

Ko 

Pah. 

52^y ; 

Kai^ulc 

Pah.  (Probably 
a    corruption 
of  the  Span. 

es::?. 

Klay-ton-che- 
chay. 

It-ae 

i»ii^^j\y,l\\\[V. 

Se-ka-mo-ae 

Ie4a« 

A«-ah 

Ho.huck 

Pay-dil-ston  . . 

Jeh-kay 

Wfto-DaD-fiaf 

A-fDock-te 

Le-po-wah 

Le-pom*uck-ke.. 
Wobock-pc.... 
Chong*.  ....•••• 

» 

<*•••••••  •••■■••••■••• 

Pa-to-nock-a-chee 

NOTES. 

billiach  syllables  as  ab,  nnah,  nah,  tah«  Ac,  a  has  the  same  sound  as  in  fat. 
hiB  such  syllables  as  ay,  may,  nay,  kay,  &c.,  a  has  the  same  soond  as  in  fate. 
TIm  following  Indian  names  were  obtnined  by  Lieuteoant  Simpson,  through  Mr.  R.  H.  Kern, 
,^  iodians  belonging  to  the  pueblos  named : 

The  Indian  name  of  the  pueblo  of  Scmta  Anna.. . .  .is  Tom-i-ya. 

Do do Santo  Domingo  is  Qe-e-way. 

Do... do Cochiti is  Ko-cke. 

Do .do SiUa is  Tse-ah. 

Do do San  Felipe is  Ko-lis-cha. 

Do do Pecos is  A-cu*lah. 

Do •  •  • .  .do Jemez is  Ha-waw-wah-Iah-too-waw. 

'viiaformed  that  the  Indians  of  the  Pueblo  de  Lentes  have  lost  their  original  tongue,  and 
^ipeak  entirely  the  Spanish  language. 

The  only  tribes  wihich,  in  the  above  vocabulary,  discover  any  obvious  affinity  in  their  lan« 
9>S^,are  the  Navajos  and  the  Tlcoriilas.  It  is,  however,  somewhat  remarkable  that  the  word 
^aii  (noose,)  with  some  slight  variaUoDs,  should  be  found  common  to  them  all. 
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APPENDIX  C. 


A^nstani  Surgeon  Haw.nwnd^$  description  of  a  room  found  among  the 
ruins  of  the  Pueblo  Bonito, 

CAii^oN  DE  Chai,  Upper  California, 
September  7, 1849. 

Sir:  At  your  request,  I  send  you  a  descriptioji  of  a  room  that  I  saw,  in 
company  with  Mr.  Collins,  of  Santa  Fe,  in  the  ruins  of  the  Pueblo  Bonito, 
in  the  Cation  of  Chaco,  on  the  28th  ult. 

It  was  in  the  second  of  three  ranges  of  rooms  on  the  north  side  of  the 
ruins.  The  door  opened  at  the  base  of  the  wall,  towards  the  interior  of 
the  building;  it  had  never  been  more  than  two  feet  and  a  half  high,  and 
was  filled  two-thirds  with  rubbish.  The  lintels  were  of  natural  sticks  of 
wood,  one  and  a  half  to  two  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  deprived  of 
the  bark,  and  placed  at  distances  of  two  or  three  inches  apart;  yet  their 
ends  were  attached  to  each  other  by  withes  of  oak  with  its  bark  well  pre- 
served. The  room  was  in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram,  about  twelve,  feet  in 
length,  eight  feet  wide,  and  the  walls,  as  they  stood  at  the  time  of  obser- 
vation, seven  feet  high.  The  floor  was  of  earth,  and  the  surface  irregu- 
lar. The  walls  were  about  two  feet  thick,  and  plastered  within  with  a 
layer  of  red  mud  one-fourth  of  an  inch  thick.  The  latter  having  fallen 
off  in  places  showed  the  material  of  the  wall  to  be  sandstone.  The 
stone  was  ground  into  pieces  the  size  of  our  ordinary  bricks,  the  angles 
not  as  perfectly  formed,  though  nearly  so,  and  put  up  in  break-joints, 
having  intervals  between  them,  on  every  side,  of  about  two  inches.  The 
intervals  were  filled  with  laminae  of  a  dense  sandstone,  about  three  lines 
in  thickness,  driven  firmly  in,  and  broken  off  even  with  the  general  plane 
of  the  wall — the  whole  resembling  mosaic  work.  Niches,  varying  in  size 
firom  two  inches  to  two  feet  and  a  half  square,  and  two  inches  to  one  and 
a  half  feet' in  horizontal  depth,  were  scattered  irregularly  over  the  walls, 
at  various  heights  above  the  floor.  Near  the  place  oi  the  ceiling,  the 
walls  were  penetrated  horizontally  by  eight  cylindrical  beams,  about 
seven  inches  in  diameter;  their  ends  were  on  a  line  with  the  interior 
planes  of  the  walls  they  penetrated ,  and  the  surfaces  of  them  perpen- 
dicular to  the  length  of  the  beam.  They  had  the  appearance  of  having 
been  sawed  off  originally,  except  that  there  were  no  marks  of  the  saw  left 
on  them;  time  had  slightly  disintegrated  the  surfaces,  rounding  the  edges 
somewhat  here  and  there.  Supporting  the  floor  above  were  six  cylindri- 
cal beams,  about  seven  inches  in  diameter,  passing  transversely  of  the 
room,  and  at  distances  of  less  than  two  feet  apart — the  branches  of  the 
trees  having  been  hewn  off  by  means  of  a  blunt  edged  instrument. 
Above,  and  resting  on  these,  running  longiti^dinally  with  the  room,  were 
poles  of  various  lengths,  about  two  inches  in  diameter,  irregularly  straight, 
placed  in  contact  with  each  other,  covering  all  the  top  of  the  room,  bound 
together  at  irregular  and  various  distances,  generally  at  their  ends,  by 
slips  apparently  of  palm-leaf  or  marquez,  and  the  same  material  con- 
verted into  cords  about  one-fourth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  formed  of  two 
strans,  hung  from  the  poles  at  several  points.  Above,  and  resting  upon 
the  poles,  closing  all  above,  passing  transversely  of  the  room,  were  planks 
about  seven  inches  wide  and  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  The 
width  of  the  plank  was  uniform^  and  so  was  the  thickness.    They  were 
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in  contact^  or  nearly  so,  admittiDg  but  little  more  than  the  passage  ofa  knife 
Hade  betveen  them,  by  the  edges,  through  the  whole  of  their  lengths.  They 
vere  not  jointed;  all  their  surfaces  were  level,  and  as  smooth  asif  planed, 
eicepting  the  ends;  the  angles  as  regular  and  perfect  as  could  be  retained 
bysueh  vegetable  matter.  They  are  probably  of  pine  or  cedar,  exposed 
to  the  atmosphere  for  as  long  a  time  as  it  is  probable  these  have  been. 
The  ends  of  the  plank,  several  of  which  were  in  view,  terminated  in  a 
line  perpendicular  to  the  length  of  the  plank,  and  the  plank  appears  to 
hire  been  severed  by  a  blunt  instrument.  Th^  planks— I  examined 
them  minutely  by  the  eye  and  the  touch,  for  the  marks  of  the  saw  and 
oOier  instruments — ^were  smooth,  and  colored  brown  by  time  or  by  smoke. 
Beyond  the  plank  nothing  was  distinguishable  from  within.  The  room 
^as  redolent  with  the  perfume  of  cedar.  Externally,  upon  the  top,  was  a 
heap  of  stone  and  mua,  ruins  that  have  fellen  from  above,  immovable  by 
the  instruments  that  we  had  along. 

The  beams  were  probably  severed  bycontusionsfrom  a  dull  instrument, 
and  their  surfaces  ground  plain  and  smooth  by  a  slab  of  rock;  and  the 
plank,  split  or  hewn  from  the  trees,  were,  no  doubt,  rendered  smooth  by 
the  same  means. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  HAMMOND, 
AssiatarU  Surgeon  U,  S^  Army. 

First  Lieut.  J.  H.  Simpson, 

Corps  Topographical  Engineers^  U.  S.  Army. 

Ex.— 10 
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APPENDIX  D. 

Schedule  of  tninertUs  eoUeeted  by  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Simpson,  corps  ofUh 
fographical  engineers,  along  the  route  from  Santa  Fe,  JS'ew  Mexico, 
to  Cheliy,  in  the  Navajo  country,  via  Santa  Domingo,  Jemez,  and 
Pass  Washington  of  the  Sierra  de  Tunechd,  and  from  Chelly  back 
to  Santa  Pe,  by  the  xcay  of  Zuni,  Laguna,  and  Albuquerque,  in  the 
faU  of  1849. 


i 


Locality. 


Name. 


Valley  of    the    Rio 
Jemez. 
do 


Cafion  dcPenaaca. . . 

do 

CafiondelaCopa ... 

do 


Sierra  Madre  (or 
highlands)  dividing 
the  waters  of  the 
Atlantic  from  those 
of  the  Pacific. 


Sierra  de  lo8  Mim- 
bres. 


Pueblo  Pintado,  (one 
of  the  ruins  of  Cha- 
co.) 


Latitude. 


Deg.  min,  sec 
35    46    00  N. 

35    48    00 


35  34  00 

35  38  00 

35  40  00 

35  40  00 


35    51    00 


35    51    00 


35    58    00 


Longitude. 


Beg.  mtn.  see. 
106    47    00  W 

106    48    00 


106  57  00 

107  00  00 
107  11  00 

107  11  00 


i07    29    00 


107    29    00 


107    47    00 


Remarks. 


Found  about  an  abandoned 
furnace.* 

Ircrustationa  about  mouth  of 
Los  0J08  calientea  (hot 
fiprings.)  Thermometer, 
wlien  immersed,  rose  to 
1690  Fahrenheit.  Eggs 
were  cooked  in  from  15  to 
20  minutes,  and  venieon  m 
a  much  shorter  time.  Boil- 
ing point  of  wa.'er  at  the 
Pueblo  of  Jemez  several 
feet  lower  in  altitude,  190°. 


Found  in  thin  seams  in  sand- 
stone formation. 

Found  in  cn.vices  of  sand- 
stone rock,  and  fon>etime8 
adhering  to  the  fare  of  the 
rock. 

Scoriaceoua  matter  protrud- 
ing through  un  argillace- 
ous rock  wi'ich  is  burnt  to 
difTerent  dcg:rfes  of  calci- 
nation and  underlaid  by  a 
friable  sandstone  of  a  dirty 
yeliowieh  color. 

Broken  off  a  stump,  which, 
by  falling  over,  had  split 
into  two  parts.  Length  of 
Slump  4  feet  diameter;  in 
its  intrgrity  2^  feet.  Some 
stumps  ptill  standing  up- 
right, in  place  J  upon  the 
surface  of  a  very  shallow 
basin.  Bituminous  eoal 
cropping  from  the  soil  in 
close  proximity.  Draw- 
ings of  these  petrefactions 
accompany  my  report. 

A.  fragment  of  a  stone  taken 
from  a  front  face  of  the 
structure  j  hn  thickness 
about  the  ordinary  thick- 
ness of  the  building  mate- 
rial. 


^Believinfi;  that  the  department  could  submit  the  specimens  to  a  competent  ^logist  for  ex- 
amination, I  have  thought  it  would  best  comport  with  accuracy  to  defer  presenting  their  scien- 
iflc  names  until  they  could  be  given  by  such  authority. 
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Locality. 


r 


rfame. 


19  Cajloaof  Chaco. 
illTQo&iia  valley.. 


Eatt  baK  of  the  Si- 
em  de  Tuneeha. 


Put  Waahingtoo  of 

the  Sierra  de  Tiin&- 

cha. 
SicDdgailla  de  Tua- 

aiia  (Little   John's 

meadows.) 
GuSonof  Cbelly 


CiSonofCbelly.. 


Latitude. 


D^.  mtn.  tec. 


36    13    00  N. 


36  3  23 
36  10  36 
36     7    00 


36      7    00 


35    13    00 


Longitade. 


Deg.  mm,  tee. 


108    52    00  W 


108  56    00 

109  12    15 
109    16    00 


109    16    00 


109    11    00 


Remarks. 


Found  on  the  side  of  a  knoD. 

Found  in  fra^pments  ever  since 
we  left  the  valley  of  the 
Rio  Puerco.  Bituminous 
coal  of  a  slaty  character,  in 
connexion  wiih  arenaceous 
and  argillaceous  rocks,  be- 
ing in  association  with  iC 

Bituminous  coal,  as  above 
stated,  has  been  found  co- 
extensive with  the  country, 
lying  between  the  valley  of 
the  Rio  Puerco  and  the  east 
base  of  the  Sierra  de  To- 
necha,  or  through  a  longi- 
tudinal interval  of  l'^^  but 
none  so  goOd  as  that  illus- 
trated by  the  specimen  pre- 
sented. This  last  crops 
out  from  the  escarpment  of 
an  arrojo  in  beds  from  2  to 
3  feet  thicK,  interstratified 
with  argillaceons  shale. 

Similar  specimens  found  at 
other  points  of  the  Sierra 
deTunecha  along  the  nouts. 

Found  strewed  extensively 
over  the  meadows. 

Broken  from  a  petrified  tree 
wHch  protruded  horizon- 
tidly  from  the  north  escaip- 
mcnt  of  the  cafion  of  Chel- 
ly,  its  end  only  being  visi- 
ble. Diameter  of  tree  1 
foot.  Found  in  drift  con- 
glomerate, this  formation 
alternating  with  sandstone 
rock  composing  the  super* 
incumbent  mass  of  rock  to 
the  topor  crest  of  the  caflon, 
or  for  a  height  of  about  300 
feet. 

Found  on  a  shelf  of  the  north 
wall  of  the  cafion  about 
300  feet  below  the  top  or 
crest. 

Found  strewed  over  an  ai^^ 
leceous  soil  of  a  reddish 
color. 
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APPENDIX  D— Condnued. 
Schedule  of  miscellaneous  apewnens  fotmd  along  and  nOtr  the  route. 


I. 


18 


19 

20 
21 


LocalitjT. 


Name. 


Ruins   in  eafton  of 
ChAco. 


Ruins  of  Chaco. 
Ruins  of  cafion  of 

ChcUy. 
Ruins  of  Inscription 

or  Moro  rock. 
Navajo  country... ,  \ 


Vicinity  of  Santa  F<. 


Latitude. 


Dtg.  flitn.  f  e«. 
Between 

35  37    00  and 

36  04    00  N.. 


Longitude. 


Between 

107  47    00  and 

108  08    00  W. 


Remarks. 


Fragment  of  the  end  of  a  floor 
beam  6  inches  in  diameter, 
also  of  a  piece  of  board ; 
each  showing  an  end  just 
as  it  was  found ;  also  spe- 
cimens of  the  hrushwoad 
and  bark  whieh  sustain 
upon  the  floor  beams  the 
superincumbent  flooring  of 
mud  mortar ;  also  a  speci- 
men  of  a  rope  found  de- 
pending: from  the  eeiUng  of 
one  of  the  rooms. 

Specimens  of  pottery  floand 
at  the  ruins  mentioned. 

€rot  from  a  Navajo  Indioo ; 
precise  locality  not  known. 

These  caleareoiti  fossils  wibre 
found  imbedded  at  foot  of 
west  slope  of  Santa  F^ 
(Rocky)  mountains.  Dip 
of  beds  about  450  eastward, 
or  toward  the  axis  of  the 
range  Contiguous  to  the 
calcareous  outcrop,  and  on 
its  west  side,  is  an  outcrop 
of  micaceous  slate  antich« 

.  nal  to  the  limestone  forma* 
tion ;  or,  in  other  words,  it 
has  a  dip  westward  of 
about  45^.  Does  not  thk 
relation  show  that  the  lime- 
Btone  must  have  been  de- 
posited cuftM^uml  to  the 
elevation  of  the  Rocky 
mountains,  butsHer  to  the 
upheave  of  the  data  forma- 
tion i 

AH  the  specimens  ezoept  the 
yellowish  one,  whieh  waa 
got  from  a  neighbonne  lo- 
cality, and  donbtlsaa  ftom 
the  same  formation,  ahow 
signs  of  having  been  aij^ht* 
ly  calcined  la  the^kUn 
whieh  is  at  the  outcrop. 
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APPENDIX  F. 

TABLE  OP  ASTRONOMICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 
August  14,  1849. — Santa  Fe^  New  Mexico. 

DBTSEMIKATIOV  OF  XUUi. 


[«4] 


Time— P.  M. 

Donfole  altitudes  of  ion's 

upper  liinb* 

k. 

mku 

•ee. 

Jkg. 

Sim. 

tec 

4 

51 

51 

61 

12 

20 

5 

2 

13 

47 

0 

0 

5 

3 

47 

46 

21 

50 

5 

5 

47 

45 

32 

30 

5 

7   • 

5 

45 

0 

50 

KBIULT  OF  OALCULATUMI. 


Mean  time. 

Chronometer  fast. 

Longitude. 

h.        imn.           ue. 
4          49            56.4 

h.         mifi.         ttc, 
0           12           12 

A.            still.          MC. 

7           4           10 

NoTi.^(ndex  error  of  asxtant  =  —  37  sec.;  and  this  error  was  found  to  be  so  nearly  con* 
AM  during  the  several  observations  along  the  route,  that  it  may  be  regarded  as  such  without 
wterially  afiecting  the  results. 

lUte  of  chronometer,  on  a  comparison  of  obaervatfon  made  at  Santa  Fe  before  and  afYer  the 
tKsiaa'ion  of  the  recDnnaiasaoce,  found  to  be  a  gaining  one  1.17  seconds;  and  this  is  the  rate 
Mimed  in  the  determination  of  the  geographical  posiiions. 

Cif  11  time  is  made  use  of  in  all  the  observations. 

The  laiitiidA  and  longitude  of  Santa  Fe  as<9umed,  as  determined  absolutely  by  BrcTet  Major 
Efflory  in  1846,  and  to  the  latter  are  referred  chronometrirally  the  several  geographical  : 
Itov^See  tabU  •/  geogrt^ical  pasUuru  on  Einory^9  map  ^  1846-'47.) 
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APPENDIX  F— Continued. 
August  17, 1849. — Camp  2,  on  Rio  Cfrande,  opposite  Sanio  Domingo. 

DBTBSUflNATIOW  OF  TUB. 


lime— P.  M. 

Doable  altitudes  of  sun's  upper  limb. 

k. 

MM. 

6 

Me. 

30 

%■ 

2              10 

8 

37 

68 

11              10 

9 

52 

67 

40              50 

12 

54 

66 

27              10 

14 

19 

65 

52              50 

RBIULT  OF  CALCULATIOir. 


Meantime. 

Cbrooometer  fast. 

Longitude. 

h,         mtn.           tee. 
3           56           22.25 

A.         mtn*          tee. 
0           14           4.15 

k.        min.       tee. 
7           5           59 

August  18,  1849.— Oifwp  2. 

DBTBRimrATIOir  OF  LATmrPB. 


Tipe-A.  M. 

Double  altitudes  of  Polaria. 

Resulting  laUtude. 

k.        win.         tee, 
4             7           40 
4           11           27 
4           13           35 
4           16           13 

Deg.       Msfi.       see. 
74           2           50 
74           2           40 
74           1            0 
74           1             0 

Deg.       mm.         etc. 
35          30           56 
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APPENDIX  F— Continued. 

AoGusT  19, 1849. — Camp  3,  one-third  mile  north  ofJemez. 

sirnMiifATiox  or  *i«. 


Ti]iie-A.Bd. 

Deoble  altitudes  of  inn's 

upper  limb. 

L 

Mia. 

tee. 

^- 

min. 

fee. 

8 

17 

33 

19 

40 

8 

18 

57 

€3 

53 

40 

8 

20 

29 

64 

30 

30 

8 

99 

23 

65  . 

15 

50 

8 

93 

30 

65 

43 

40 

aStULT  or  CALCDL4TI0ir. 


Mews  time. 

Chronometer  fast. 

Longitude. 

i.      flwi.         tee. 
8          5           1.9 

k.        mki,          iee. 
0           15          32.3 

k.        mill.       Me. 
7           7          25 

August  21^  1849. — Oamp  3,  one-third  mile  north  ofJemez. 

DBTBRMOrATIOV  OF  LATITUDB. 


Tmie— P. 

M 

Double  altitudee  of  Polaris. 

Resulting  latitude. 

i.       min. 
8          49 
8          55 

8  59 

9  1 
9            3 
9           5 

tee. 
11 
38 
21 
51 
50 
9 

^- 

70 
71 
71 
71 
71 

mm.         fee. 

54           40 

57           30 

0           30 

3             0 

3  30 

4  10 

35          36            7 
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41PPENDIX  F— Continued. 
AvoysT  24, 1849. — Catt^  5,  vaUey  of  Chacoli. 

DaCSMMMATION  or  TIN*. 


Time— A.  M. 

Double  altitudes  of  the  Ban's 

upper  limb. 

h. 

wim. 

tee. 

"^^ 

fmn. 

He. 

B 

22 

12 

25 

10 

8 

S3 

6    . 

63 

46 

0 

8 

24 

6 

64 

10 

30 

8 

25 

38 

64 

47 

40 

8 

26 

28 

65 

7 

30 

RESULT  or  CALCULATION. 


Mean  time. 


Chronometer  fajst. 


Longitude. 


8 


sec. 

51.7 


0 


min.  tee. 

16  26.3 


1 


IRtll. 

8 


ue. 
13 


August  25, 1849.— Ca?np  6. 

DETERMINATION^  OF   LATITUDE. 


Time- A.  M. 


h.  min.  tee. 

12  59  3 

1  1  43 


Double  altitudes  of  Polftris. 


)«ff. 

min. 

tee. 

74 

8 

40 

74 

9 

0 

Resulting  latitude. 


Deg. 
35 


46 


ttc. 
13 


Note. — Interrening  clouds  prevented  more  obserraiions  being  taken. 
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APPENDIX  F— Continued. 
A06OBT  25, 1849. — Camp  7,  Caflon  de  Torrejen. 

nSTkUIUIATMH  0*  TIMB. 


[6i] 


Time— P.  M. 

Doable  altitodea  of  aiui's 

upper  limb. 

k. 

milt. 

«re. 

^- 

mm. 

Me. 

4 

54 

35 

45 

21 

4 

56 

13 

46 

38 

10 

4 

67 

18 

46 

11 

20 

4 

58 

9 

45 

50 

40 

BA9VLT  OF  CALCULATION. 


Meantime. 

Chronomelei  fa«t. 

i        mm.            sec, 
i        38           43.45 

h»         win.          tee. 
0           17           50.3 

&.         mtn.        tec. 
7           9           35 

August  25. — C9mp  7. 

DBTBEMIirATIOM  OF  LATITIJOB. 


Timis-P.  M. 

Double  altitudee  of  Bolarii. 

ReaultiDg  latitude. 

i        mtn.         tee. 
8          42             0 
8          47            47 
8         51            37  . 
8         53            58 
8         55            35 

Dig,       min.         ttfl.     • 
71           26           10 
71           31           20 
71           33          .10 
71           36           10 
71           36           50 

Dig.       min.         ttr. 
35          50           31 
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APPENDIX  P— Continued. 
August  26, 1849. — Ckanp  8,  tme  mile  south  of  ruins  of  Pueblo  Pintado. 

DBTBRMIirATIOV  OT  TIMI. 


TinK^P.  M. 

Doable  aldtades  of  Aretunu  ( 

^in  Che  weet.) 

h. 

mm. 

Me. 

^- 

mfai. 

see. 

8 

30 

42 

32 

50 

8 

32 

35 

60 

48 

20 

8 

34 

3 

60 

12 

50 

8 

37 

41 

58 

44 

10 

KBIVLT  or  CALCULATIOW. 


Mean  time. 

Longitude. 

h,        mm,           tee- 
8           14           25.7 

n*              mill.                 SM. 

0           19          20.18 

h*            mm.            tee. 
7               11               4 

August  26, 1849.— Camp  8. 


DBTIEMINATIOir  OF  LATITUDS. 


Time— P.M. 

Double  altitudes  of  Polaris. 

Resulting  latitude. 

Ik. 
8 
8 
8 
8 
•  8 
8 

46           21 
48            0 

50  21 

51  s34 
53           19 
55           38 

•     D«r.        mni.        Me. 
71           43           50 
71           45           30 
71           45           40 
71           47           20 
71           48           80 
71           51           40 

1%.       wSi^         jce. 
35          56           27 
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APPENDIX  P— Continued. 
AvGUST  29, 1849 — Canqi  11,  T\mieha  vaUey. 

DBTBBMniATIOM  Or  Ul*ITin>B. 


[64] 


TSme^P.  M. 

Doubto  altitades  of  Polaris. 

Remlting  ladcade. 

i       mm.        Mt. 
8         18           43 
8         20           47 
8         24           44 
8         26           37 
8         28           31 

Dtg.        tmi^.        tee. 
71           43           50 
71           45           30 
71           48           20 
71           51           40 
71           51           30 

MJtfm          Mill*           M6. 

36            4          35 

August  29, 1849.— Gimp  11. 

PBTBRMIirATIOW  OF  TIMB. 


Timo-P.  M. 

Double  Altitudes  of  Arcturus  (ia  the  vest) 

8 
8 

8 
8 
8 
8 

mill. 
32 
34 
37 
41 
45 
47 

6 
42 
58 
56 
34 
41 

Dew.            mill.            see. 
57              43              10 
56              40              10 
55              18              40 
53              42              50 
52              16              10 
51              23              40 

mStULT  OF  CALCVLATIOlff. 


Chronometer  ftsc 


Loogitade. 


17 


1.70 


0 


22 


57.80 


A. 

7 


14 ' 
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APPENDIX  F— Continued. 
AtTGUST  30,  1849. — Camp  12,  Thenechd  creek. 


DETERMINATFOir  OF  TIME. 


Time— P.  M. 

Double  altitudes  of  sun's  upper  limb. 

h,             min, 
4               39 
4               40 
4               41 
4               42 
4               43 
4               44 

see. 

0 

2 
16 

4 
14 

6 

Deg,           mtn.            see, 
53               11               50 
52               47               10 
62               18               10 
51              59                0 
51              30              10 
51              10               10 

RBtULT  09  CALCULATION. 


Mean  time. 

Chronometer  fast. 

Longitude. 

»•          mtn.           sec* 
4           17           53.93 

h,         ndn*           sec 
0           23           43.40 

h,        mtn.        wc 
7           15       22  68 

August  30,  1849 Camp  12. 

DETERMINATION  OF   LATITUDE. 


Time-P.  M. 

Double  altitudes  of  Polaris. 

Resulting  latitude. 

h, 

8 
8 
8 
.     8 
8 
8 

min,         see, 
25            40 
27           29 
30             6 
35           40 
37           46 
40             8 

Deg,       mill,         see, 

72             8           20 

•   72           10           30 

72            12            40 

72           19             0 
72           19           10 
72           20             0 

Deg.        min.        sec 
36           12           59 
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APPENDIX  F— Continued. 
Settbmbbr  1, 1849. — damp  14. 

DBtlKMIKATIOM  OV  TIM*. 


[64] 


Time— P.  M. 

Doable  altitudes  of  sun's 

upper  limb. 

k.             min. 

Me. 

D«. 

min. 

tec. 

4              26 

45 

57 

6 

10 

4               27 

45 

56 

42 

40 

4               2^ 

37 

56 

21 

40 

4               29 

24 

56 

3 

40 

4               30 

13 

55 

43 

40 

4               31 

16 

55 

19 

10 

4               33 

43 

54 

20 

10 

RESULT  OF  OALOULATION. 


September  1, 1849. — Camp  14. 

DfiTBRMUfATIOK  OF  L&TITUDB. 


Tioie— P.  M. 

Double  altitudes  of  Polaris. 

Resalting  latitude. 

h.        min,        see, 
8         50         47 
8           3           8 
8           8         40 
8         11         39 
8         13         28 
8         14         48 

Deg,      min,        nee. 
71         43         50 
71         46         50 
•  71         52           0 
71         52         30 
71         55         30 
71         55         10 

Dcg,       win.      He, 
36           7         42 
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APPENDIX  F— Continoed. 
Septkmber  2,  l8A9.~Comp  15,  Pass  Washington,  Sierra  de  TunaM. 

DarsuuKATiON  or  tuu. 


Timc--P.  M. 

Doable  altUades  of  sun's 

upper  limb. 

mill. 

#ee. 

t 

nwti. 

«e. 

/ 

44 

53 

23 

40 

46 

21 

48 

48 

40 

47 

51 

48 

12 

30 

48 

56 

47 

%6 

40 

EB8ULT   OF  CALCVLATIOV. 


Mean  time. 

Chronometer  fast. 

Longitude. 

n*       miiia         #ee« 
4         22         52.25 

h*       ffitfi*        Me* 
0         24           8 

• 
7        "l?        44* 

Sbptembbr  2, 1849. — Camp  16. 

DBTBRMINATIOW  OF  LATITUDE. 


Time— P.  M. 

Doable  aldtudei  of  Polaiia. 

Reauldog  latitude. 

M*          lltili.          MC. 

8         11         53 
8         13         48 
8         18         37 
8         20           9 
8         24         20 
8         28           6 

Dtg*     witi.       fee. 
71         47         40 
71         49         30 
71         53         40 
71         54         30 

71  58         20 

72  1           0 

Deg,       mill.     fee. 
36          3         29 
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APPENDIX  F— Continued. 

Septembbk  3, 1849. — Oernip  16,  Rio  Negro. 

McrukimiAnMi  or  xnn. 


[•41 


Time— P.  M. 

DouUe  ftltitttde  of  Ma*i  upper  limb. 

i.            imN. 

MC. 

^' 

win. 

aee. 

4              36 

10 

34 

50 

4              38 

28 

51 

39 

40 

4               40 

1 

51 

2 

50 

4               41 

30 

50 

27 

20 

4               42 

59 

40 

51 

40 

RBSVLT  OP  CALCULATION. 


Mean  tim«« 

Chronometer  fast 

Longitude. 

A          OTtn*           wc> 
4          15            26 

&.         fiivii*         see, 
0           24           47 

h,         min.         tee. 
7           16           23 

September  3. — Camp  16. 

DBTERMIMATION  OP  LATITUDE. 


Time— P.  M. 

Double  altitude  of  Polaris. 

Resulting  latitude* 

L        miA.          te«. 
8         li            15 
8         14             2 
8         15            26 
a         18           20 
«         20            26 
^         22           21 

Deg,       ffUfi.         tec. 
71           47           50 
71           50           50 
71           50           30 
71           52           50 
71           55           40 
71           55           50 

Deg.       wan,         see. 
36            9            7 

Ex.— 11 
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APPENDIX  P— Continued. 
Sbptbhber  a,  1849. — Camp  17^  Sieneguilla  de  Juaniia. 


BumaMWAnmi  ow  Tim. 


Tin»-P.  M. 

Double  altitudes  of  sii»  V  apper  limb. 

ft.                  MiN. 

fee. 

Dig,          mim.            aw. 

4              36 

47 

52              18              30 

4              37 

31 

51              41               10 

4              38 

43 

51                8              40 

4              39 

5& 

50              40              30 

4              40 

58 

50               15                0 

4              41 

48 

49              55                0 

RK8ULT  or  GALOVLATIOW. 


Meantime. 

Clironometer  faat 

Longitude. 

•.             fRVfl.                9€e» 

4           13           48.53 

A.          mtn.           Me. 
0           35           16.80 

tu         mm.        m€. 
7           16           49 

September  4, 1849. — Camp  17. 

DSTBRmVATlOX  OP  LATITODS. 


Time-P.  M. 

Double  altitudes  of  Polaris. 

Resulting  latitade. 

h,         wdn.        see, 
8            4          33 
8            6           13 
a            9          48 
8           13          31 
8           15          30 
18          35 

Dtf.        mtn.        iee, 

n        1       30 

73            3          30 
73            5           40 
73            8           10 
73           10           30 
73           13           30 

Deg.        mm.        ue. 
30          10           36 
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APPPENDIX  P— Continued. 


[64  1 


Sbptbmuer  7, 1819. — Oamp  19^  oneandchkalf  mile  northwest  of  inouth 

(^  canon  of  Chelly. 


DCTERMOfATIOiV  OF  TIMC. 


rime-P.  M. 

Double  altitttdea  of  sun^s  upper  limb. 

ft. 

min. 

fee. 

Dfg.           mm.            tee, 
63              30              50 

8 

45 

6 

8 

49 

53 

65              30              10 

8 

50 

54 

65               44               10 

8 

53 

10 

66               13              10 

8 

53 

37 

66               43               30 

8 

54 

53 

67               15              90 

RB8ULT  or  CALCULATIOK. 


Mean  time. 

ChroDometer  fast. 

Longitude. 

ft.        nmt.        tec, 
8         83       43.66 

ft        min.       tee, 
0         37          80 

ft.        min,       tee, 
7         18          50 

September  7, 1849. — Camp  19 


DBTEEimiATION  OP  LATITI7DB. 


Time-P.  M. 

Double  altitudes  of  Polaris. 

Besoltiiig  latilude. 

ft.        min.       tee. 
8          13         34 
8         14         18 
8         16          6 
8         18         31 
8         30         17 
8         31         55 

Deg,      min.       tee, 
73         13         50 
73         14         10 
73         16         30 
73         18           0 
73         18         50 
73         30         40 

Veg,     win,      tee, 
36          9 
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APPENDIX  P— Continued. 
September  11, 1849. — Camp  21,  OafUmeito  Boniio. 


DETERMINATION  OP  TIME. 


Time— P.  M. 

Double  ahitudea  of  Alpha  Corone  Borenlis. 

K 

min. 

aec« 

Btg.           min.            fee. 

8 

47 

0 

71                0              30 

8 

48 

40 

70               19                0 

8 

51 

53 

69                2                0 

8 

53 

38 

68              20              50 

8 

55 

35 

67              35               10 

8 

57 

55 

66              37                0 

RESULT  or   CALCULATION. 


Mean  time. 

Chronometer  fast. 

Longitude. 

A*           fittft.           9f€t 

8         26        49.83 

h.       mm.       tte. 
0         25         37 

h.       min,        tfc 
7         17          a 

September  13, 1849.— Ozwjd  22. 


DETERllTNATION  OF   TIME. 


Time— A.  M. 

Double  altitudes  of  eun's  upper  limb. 

k. 

nAi^. 

wc. 

/)^ff. 

mtfi.             fee. 

8 

16 

31 

51 

18               40 

8- 

18 

21 

52 

2               50 

8 

19 

16 

52 

23               20 

8 

20 

7 

52 

43                0 

8 

91 

10 

53 

8              20 

8 

95 

6 

54 

40               30 

RESULT  OP   CALCULATION. 


Mean  time. 


Chronometer  fast. 


Longitude. 


7 


54 


fee. 

14.49 


0 


25         50. 6( 


7 


17 


14 
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APPENDIX  P— Continued. 
September  14, 1 849, — Camp  24. 

DSTERMINATIOV  dF   TIME. 


[64] 


Time— P.  M. 

Double  altitudes  of  8iiq*8  upper  limb. 

•mn. 

HC 

t>tg. 

min.             fee. 

49       . 

4 

64 

57                 0 

50 

7 

64 

32               50 

50 

55 

64 

14               30 

51 

46 

63 

54               50 

53 

45 

63 

32               10 

53 

30 

63 

15               10 

BEttTLT   or  CALCVL4T10V. 

Mean  time. 

Chronometer  fast. 

•  Longitude. 

3 

fltttn.            9tt- 
26           12.87 

h*         iiiin.             eee- 
0           25             8  30 

4. 

7 

min,         Ho» 
16           27 

September  14, 1849. — Camp  24. 

DCTERMINATIOH  OP  LATITUDE. 


Tiine-.P.M. 

Double  altitudes 

of  Polaris. 

Resulting;  latitude. 

i.        mill.         Me. 

A.         min. 

sec. 

Dtg,       min,           see. 

8            6           43 

70           37 

40 

8            8          23 

70           38 

30 

8            9           43 

70           40 

20 

35           11           56 

8           11             5 

70           41 

50 

8           13           10 

70           43 

50 

8           14           51 

70           44 

20 

^ 
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APPENDIX  F-^Oontinuei. 
September  16, 1849. — Camp  26,  OJo  Pescado. 

DBTBUmlATIOM  OF  LONOITUDB. 


Timft-P.  M. 

Double  altitude!  of  8uo*a  upper  limb. 

h. 

itrin. 

aec 

Dor.           flntn.             fM. 
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September  16, 1849. — Camp  26. 
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APPENDIX  P- 

-Continued. 

Septbmbsr  18^  1849* 

—Camp  28,  Q 

h  da  OaUo. 
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SBTTKifBER  19, 18A9.— Camp  29, 2  mUes  northwest  of  Puebto  of  Laguna. 


DBTBRMINATlOir  OF  LATITimB. 


Tmie-P.  M. 

Doable  altitudes  of  Polaris. 

Resoliing  latitude. 

i.          mid.        Me. 
9            S6           43 
9             48             8 
9             49           13 
9             59           4« 
9             54           21 
9            56             6 

\                

1 

mln.         see. 
40           30 
50           10 
49           20 
60           50 
55           20 
55           40 

> 

35 

mill.       sie. 
0          49 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


[64] 


168 

APPENDIX  P— Continned. 
September  27,  1849 Santa  f}s. 

DBTMUmrATIOII  •»  TOiS. 
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Equal  altitudes  of  1 
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REPORT  OP  CAPTAIN  R.  B.  MARCY. 

Port  Smith^  Arkansab,  November  %0,  1849. 
8m:  On  the  second  day  of  April,  1849, 1  had  the  honor  to  receive  the 
fallowing  orders  from  the  headqnarters  of  the  7th  military  department: 

Headquarters  Seventh  Military  Department, 
[Orders  No.  6.]  Ihrt  Smith,  April  2,  1849. 

1.  In  compliance  with  ^'special  orders'*  No.  6,  dated  Adjutant  General's 
office,  January  23,  1849,  an  escort  consisting  of  one  subaltern  and  thirty 
men  of  the  1st  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  one  captain,  two  subalterns,  and 
%men  of  the  5th  regiment  of  infantry,  will  leave  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas, 
on  the  5th  instant,  for  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
potection  to  our  citizens  emigrating  to  our  newly  acquired  territories. 

2.  The  quartermaster's  department  will,  upon  the  requisition  of  the 
commanding  officer,  furnish  ample  transportation,  funds,  and  such  other 
fccilities  as  may  be  necessary  ror  the  expedition.  The  commissary  de- 
partment will  furnish  the  necessary  funds  and  subsistence  for  five  months. 

3.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  escort  will  employ  a  citizen  physi- 
cian to  accompany  the  troops  to  Santa  Fe  and  back  to  Fort  Smith ;  and 
the  medical  officer  at  this  post  will  provide  a  good  supply  of  medicines, 
hospital  stores,  (fcc,  for  the  command. 

Captain  R.  B.  Marcy,  the  commanding  officer,  will  receive  a  letter  of 
instructions  for  his  guidance  on  the  march,  before  his  departure  from 
this  post. 
By  conxmand  of  Brigadier  General  Arbuckle. 

P.  P.  FLINT, 
,  Acting  Assistant  Adujant  General. 
Captain  R.  B.  Makcy, 

Pifth  Regiment  bifardryy  commanding  escort. 

On  the  4th  day  of  April,  1 849,  the  following  letter  of  instructions  was 
received  by  me: 

HEAOaXJARTERS  SEVENTH   MILITARY  DEPARTMENT, 

fort  Smithy  April  4,  1849. 

Captain:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  proceed  with  your 
command  from  this  place,  in  accordance  with  department  orders  No.  5, 
^ng  the  valley  of  the  main  Canadian,  wholly  on  the  south  side  of  the 
nver,  by  the  most  direct  practicable  route,  to  your  destination,  Santa  Fe, 
New  Mexico.  It  is  expected  you  will  move  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
•making  such  improvements,  dbc,  in  the  road,  as  you  may  deem  necessary, 
nntil  you  arrive  near  to  Edwards',  where  you  will  secure  an  ample  sup- 
ply of  corn  and  beeves,  and,  after  remaining  there  a  day  or  two,  you  will 
]»oceed  slowly  to  the  vicinity  of  Chouteau's,  where  (if  not  already  over- 
taken by  the  Port  Smith  company  and  others  who  intend  starting  about 
fte  lOih  instant)  you  will  await  their  arrival. 

The  principal  objects  of  this  expedition  are :  to  ascertain  and  establish 
Ihe  best  route  from  this  point  to  New  Mexico  and  CaHfomia;  to  extend  to 
Wch  of  our  citizens  as  design  leaving  here  in  a  few  days  and  traversing 
your  route  such  feicilities  as  circumstances  may  require,  and  it  is  in  your 
power  to  give^  to  insure  them  a  safe  and  unmolested  passage  across  the 
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prairies;  and  to  conciliate  as  &r  as  possible  the  different  tribes  of  Indians 
who  inhabit  the  region  of  country  through  which  you  will  pass. 

With  this  view,  therefore^  you  will  cause  an  accurate  examination  of  the 
country,  survey,  and  measurement  of  the  road  travelled  to  be  made,  keep- 
ing a  correct  journal  of  each  day's  march;  noting  the  distances  between 
good  camping  places;  whether  wood  and  water  are  to  be  met  with  izk 
abundance;  and,  in. short,  embracing  all  subjects  worthy  of  observation, 
or  that  may  be  of  interest  or  service  to  the  future  traveller.  On  reaching^ 
the  "  Grand  Prairie,"  you  will  most  undoubtedly  meet  with  the  Co- 
manches;  should  you  do  so,  you  will  hold  a  "  talk"  with  them,  and  pre- 
sent the  principal  chiefs  with  a  few  pipes  and  some  tobacco,  informing 
them  that  the  present  is  intended  to  remind  them  of  the  treaty  they  made 
with  the  whites,  through  General  Arbuckle  and  others,  some  years  ago, 
at  <'Camp  Holmes,"  or  "Chouteau's  Trading  house,"  near  the  Canadian, 
in  which  they  stipulated  that  our  citizens  should  be  permitted  to  pass 
through  their  country  in  safety  and  without  molestation;  and  that,  as  a 
great  number  of  our  people  will  probably  travel  over  the  road  which  is 
being  established  to  New  Mexico  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
it  is  hoped  they  will  remember  their  promises,  &c.  You  will  also  en- 
deavor to  create  and  maintain  a  good  understanding  with  such  other  tribes 
as  you  may  chance  to  meet  with,  by  presents  of  pipes  and  tobacco,  kind 
and  friendly  intercourse,  and  by  preventing  the  occurrence  of  any  such 
acts  on  the  part  of  your  men  or  others  as  may  tend  to  diminish  their  con- 
fidence in  our  citizens,  alienate  their  friendly  feelings,  or  excite  iu  them 
a  spirit  of  hostility  and  revenge. 

if  you  should  find  among  the  Comancbes  an  intelligent  Indian  who  is 
acquainted  with  the  country  between  the  *^  Plains"  and  the  Del  Norte, 
and  who  knows  that  there  is  a  good  pass  through  the  mountains  practi- 
cable for  wagons,  from  some  point  on  the  Del  Norte  about  one  hundred 
and  eighty  or  two  hundred  miles  below  Santa  Pe,  you  are  authorized  to 
employ  him  to  accompany  you  as  a  guide.  And  in  case  you  should  be 
fully  convinced  of  the  correctness  of  his  statements  from  information  re- 
ceived on  your  arrival  at  Santa  Fe,  and  that  you  can  march  from  thai 
point  on  the  Del  Norte  to  the  *<  Plains,"  or  to  your  outward  trail  inter- 
secting it,  perhaps  somewhere  near  the  mouth  of  Dry  river,  in  perfect 
safety^  and  without  subjecting  your  command  to  the  necessity  of  encoun- 
tering severe  trials  or  hardships,  you  will  return  by  that  route ;  but  if  other* 
wise,  you  will  furnish  the  commanding  officer  at  Santa  Fe  with  a  copy 
of  your  field  notes  west  of  Dry  river,  and,  after  having  sufficiently  re- 
cruited your  animals  and  refreshed  your  men,  you  will  return  with  your 
command  to  Fort  Smith  with  as  little  delay  as  convenience  permits* 

You  are,  doubtless,  well  aware  of  the  importance  and  necessity  of  the 
strictest  vigilance  and  care,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances, 
upon  an  expedition  of  this  nature;  and  much  must,  from  the  necessity  oi 
the  case,  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  commanding  officer,  who,  as  cir- 
cumstances arise,  should  shape  his  course  and  make  his  arrangements ' 
accordingly,  having  a  view  to  the  main  objects  to  be  attained. 

It  is  understood  that  an  engineer  officer  will  arrive  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days  to  accompany  your  command.  If  he  should  join  you  on  the 
march,  you  will,  of  course,  affi>rd  him  every  facility  necessary  to  enable 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


171  £64  ] 

him  to  properly  discharge  his  duties.    Tou  will  please  avail  yourself  of 
&TOiabIe  opportunities  to  report  your  progress,  ^^c. 
I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully*  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  F.  FLINT, 
Assisttrnt  Acting  AdjtUatU  General. 
Captain  R.  B.  Marct, 

FSfth  Regiment  Infantry y  conymKmdmg  Santa  fh  Expeditiouy 

Fhrt  Smith,  Arkansas. 

In  obedience  to  the  foregoing  orders,  I  employed  Dr.  Julian  Rogers,  of 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  to  act  as  physician  to  the  escort,  and  made  requi- 
sitions upon  the  quartermaster's  and  subsistence  departments  for  such 
supplies  as  I  thought  would  be  necessary  for  an  expedition  of  this  kind, 
all  of  which  were  furnished  promptly.^  I  would  remark,  however,  that 
loany  of  the  mules  furnished  were  those  which  had  been  driven  from 
Mexico  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and,  being  poor,  were  not  such  as  I  should 
hare  selected.  In  consequence  of  this,  we  were  longer  upon  the  road 
than  we  otherwise  should  have  been,  as  we  were  obliged  to  make  short 
SBiches  and  stop  frequently  to  recruit  them. 

The  detachment,  as  organized^  Fort  Smith,  consisted  of  Lieutenant 
J.  Buibrd,  and  twenty-six  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  P 
company  1st  dragoons,  and  Lieutenants  M.  P.  Harrison  and  J.  Updegraff, 
with  fifty  non-commissioned  oflScers  and  privates  of  the  5th  infantry. . 

Twenty  men  of  this  detachment,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  J, 
Updegrajf,  as  you  are  aware,  had  been  previously  sent  forward  upon  the 
route  to  assist  Captain  Dent,  6th  infantry,  in  making  an  examination  of 
the  country  upon  the  south  side  of  the  Canadian  river  as  far  as  near 
Edwards'  Trading- house,  and  to  open  a  road  for  wagons  through  the 
heavily-timbered  country  between  Fort  Smith  and  that  point. 

The  road  having  been  surveyed  and  measured  by  Captain  Dent  as  far 
as  the  point  where  I  overtook  him,  and  he  having  made  a  report  of  the 
same,  I  shall  pass  briefly  over  this  portion  of  our  route,  remarking  that 
my  report  of  this  part  of  the  road,  so  far  as  relates  to  courses  and  distances, 
is  based  entirely  upon  the  notes  furnished  by  that  oflicer,  and  that  I  have 
oonnected  his  survey  with  my  own  upon  the  accompanying  map  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  give  all  the  information  which  is  necessary  for  travellers 
over  the  road. 

The  character  of  the  country  upon  our  route  for  the  first  himdred  and 
fifty  miles  from  Fort  Smith  is  of  such  a  nature  that  it  becomes  extremely 
soft  and  boggy  in  a  wet  season,  and  is  then  almost  impassable  for  loaded 
wagons,  except  in  the  beaten  roads.  It  is  generally  a  soft  alluvial  soil 
upon  a  substratum  of  quicksand,  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber, 
mostly  post  oak;  and  before  the  road  is  packed,  it  will  often  be  heavy. 

Previous  to  and  after  my  departure  from  Fort  Smith,  there  had  been 
very  frequent  rains  throughout  the  whole  country  over  which  we  passed, 
and  the  earth  had  become  perfectly  saturated  with  water;  indeed,  it  was 
often  remarked  that  there  had  not  been  so  wet  a  season  for  many  years. 
For  this  reason,  our  progress  in  making  a  new  road  upon  the  first  part  of 
our  ronte  and  passing  over  it  with  loaded  wagons  was  necessarily  very  slow> 
and  caused  some  of  the  emigrants  to  think  that  a  better  route  could  have 
been  selected. 

This  part  of  the  road,  however,  is  much  more  directly  on  our  course 
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than  the  old  road  to  Little  river,  and  will,  in  addition  to  heitig  mme  thirty 
miles  shorter,  be  as  good,  when  it  has  been  travelled  sufficiently  to  beat 
down  the  earth  and  pack  it.  Another  advantage  which  this  roadpossseses 
over  the  old  road  is  in  the  fact,  that  upon  the  latter  there  are  large  streams 
to  cross,  which  often  detain  the  traveller  for  several  days;  whereas,  upon 
the  new  road  there  are  no  large  streams,  as  it  continues  altogether  upon 
the  south  side  of  the  Canadian. 

Upon  the  map  which  accompanies  this  report  I  have  noted  our  camps, 
and  in  a  table  laid  down  the  distances  between  each,  and  have  also  noted 
the  best  places  for  encamping:  these  I  have  intended  as  daily  stages  for 
travellers  with  loaded  wagons,  and  they  can  easily  be  made  with  mule  or 
ox  teams.  Where  there  is  no  wood  (and  there  are  but  few  such  places) 
will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  table:  at  such  places,  a  supply  for  cook- 
ing should  be  carried  forward  from  the  previous  camp.  Generally  there 
is  an  abundance  of  wood,  water,  and  grass  at  all  the  caminng  places  upon 
the  road. 

For  the  first  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Port  Smith  the  road  passes 
over  a  gently  undulating  country,  mostly  timbered,  but  interspersed  with 
small  prairies  affording  excellent  grass,  and  the  numerous  small  creeks  and 
rivulets  give  the  traveller  an  opportunity  of  encamping  atalmost  anyplace 
he  may  desire. 

Beyond  this  we  struck  the  plains,  where  wood  and  water  are  not  so 
abundant,  yet  there  is  no  place  upon  the  whole  road  where  a  very  long 
drive  has  to  be  made  to  get  water. 

After  reaching  the  prairie,  west  of  the  upper  Cross  Timbers,  the  ^und 
is  then  as  smooth  and  firm  as  the  macadamized  road  almost  theentiredis- 
tance  to  Santa  Fe. 

From  Fort  Smith  to  Santa  Pe,  the  road  was  measured  with  a  chain  and 
viameter;  the  measurement  by  the  chain  was  a  little  less  than  that  of  the 
viameter,  as  the  latter,  being  attached  to  a  wheel,  measured  all  the  slight 
inequalities  of  ground  over  which  the  wheel  passed,  whereas  the  chain, 
being  held  horizontal,  was  more  accurate^  I  have  therefore  given  the  dis- 
tances as  determined  therewith. 

In  returning  from  the  "Rio  del  Norte,"  by  the  southern  route,  I  only 
used  the  viameter,  and  made  a  deduction  of  the  same  per  cetUage  in  the 
distance  determined  as  was  found  between  the  two  measurements  in 
going  out. 

The  bearing,  or  course  of  our  road,  was  taken  with  a  compass  every 
mile,  and  a  mean  of  the  observations  taken  during  each  day  has  been  as*- 
sumed  as  the  course  for  that  day's  march. 

The  variation  of  the  needle  was  determined  by  Lieutenant  Siinpson, 
(the  topographical  officer  who  accompanied  the  escort,)  at  four  difierent 
points  on  our  outward  route;  and  by  myself  at  four  points,  about  equal  diB- 
tances  from  each  other,  between  the  Rio  del  Norte  and  Fort  Smith,  in 
returning.  Between  these  points  a  mean  of  the  observation,  on  each  side, 
has  been  taken  as  the  correct  magnetic  variation  for  that  portion  of  the 
road. 

With  these  data,  and  personal  observations,  together  with  information 
obtained  from  guides  and  others  who  could  be  relied  upon,  I  have  plotted 
my  map.  As  I  have  thought  that  a  better  idea  of  the  country  over  which 
we  passed  could  be  had  by  making  this  report  in  the  form  of  a  journal,  I 
have  accordingly  adopted  that  plan,  and  shall  commence  it  at  the  point 
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viieiB  I  oTertook  Captain  Dent,  after  making  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
eountry  we  passed  over  before  reaching  him. 

Our  "train,"  consisting  of  eighteen  wagons,  one  six-pounder  iron  gun 
and  a  travelling  forge,  each  drawn  by  six  mules,  crossed  the  Poteau  river 
alPort  Smith,  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  April,  1849.  On  the  mor- 
ning of  the  5th  we  commenced  our  march,  keeping  the  old  road  through 
the  Poteau  bottom,  to  the  Choctaw  agency.  Two  miles  from  here  there 
are  three  roads;  the  left  is  the  old  road  to  Port  Washita,  the  right  leads  to 
Edwards'  trading  house,  and  the  middle  one  is  our  road:  keeping  this, 
our  course  is  20"^  south  of  west,  passing  over  a  smooth  and  gently  rolling 
ttODtry  of  timber  and  small  prairies  until  we  reach  the  **Sansbois," 
(f)ity-seven  miles  from  Port  Smith.) 

This  stream  is  an  affluent  of  the  Canadian,  and  can  be  forded  at  almost 
uif  stage  of  water.  It  is  sixty  feet  wide,  two  and  a  half  feet  deep  at 
amediuai  stage,  and  not  rapid. 

Prom  the  Sans  Bois  to  Cooper'^s  creek  the  course  is  20^  SCK  south  of 
west. 

Oar  road  lay  between  two  ranges  of  low  mountains,  in  a  beautiful 
pniiie  valley,  and  ascended  very  gradually  until  we  reached  the  summit 
i  the  ridge  dividing  the  waters  of  the  Sansbois  from  those  of  the  south 
fakof  the  Canadian  or  Gaines's  creek. 

From  Cooper's  creek  to  where  the  road  touches  a  bend  of  the  Sans 
Bois,  sixty-one  miles  from  Fort  Smith,  our  course  was  west;  from  that 
point  to  the  summit  of  the  dividing  ridge,  30^  south  of  west,  and  from 
fceace  to  the  south  fork  of  the  Canadian,  20°  south  of  west. 

The  sonth  fork  of  the  Canadian  is  76 j^  miles  from  Fort  Smith;  is  one 
hmdred  feet  wide,  and  twelve  feet  in  depth  at  the  ferry.  There  is  a  ford 
iboat  three  hundred  yards  above  the  ferry,  where  the  stream  can  be 
crossed  when  the  water  is  not  high. 

From  here  our  course  was  18°  south  of  west,  over  a  rolling  prairie,  for 
ten  miles,  until  we  struck  the  bottom  of  Coal  creek,  88  tniles  from  Port 
Smith. 

The  creek  is  thirty  yards  wide,  has  a  gravelly  bed,  with  two  feet  of 
mer  in  the  channel.  Although  it  is  sometimes  above  fording  for  a  few 
iiys  at  a  time,  yet  it  can  generally  be  crossed  without  difficulty.  We 
vorked  upon  the  banks  and  made  a  good  passage  for  wagons. 

Bitumiaous  coal  is  found  upon  this  creek,  and  used  by  the  blacksmiths 
rf  the  country,  who  pronounce  it  of  an  excellent  quality. 

Frona  here  to  the  Shawnee  trail,  our  road  runs  15^  south  of  west;  from 
theace  to  the  second  ford  of  Coal  creek,  30*^  30'  south  of  west;  thence  to 
Utde  Cedar  mountain,  100  miles  from  Fort  Smith,  the  course  is  2SP  south 
tf  west;  here  the  road  runs  18^  north  of  west  to  Stony  Point,  6^  north  of 
vest  to  the  Shawnee  village,  and  20^  south  of  west  to  Shawneetown, 
125  miles  from  Fort  Smith. 

At  this  place  the  road  forks;  the  right  going  to  Edwards'  trading  house, 
(eight  miles  oflf,)  and  the  left  is  our  trail.  Should  travellers  desire  to  pur- 
ehise  supplies,  this  is  the  last  point  where  they  can  be  obtained,  as  the 
»ad  here  leaves  the  settlements.  Horses,  cattle,  com,  and  many  articles 
if  merchandise,  can  be  had  at  Edwards'  settlement,  on  the  north  side  of 
Ae  Canadian. 

While  here  I  engaged  a  Delaware  Indian,  named  ^^  Black  Beaver,"  to 
accompany  us  as  guide  and  interpreter;  and  he  proved  to  be  a  most  use- 
Digitized  by  vjOOQIc 


[64] 


174 


fill  man.  He  has  travelled  a  great  deal  among  many  of  the  western  and 
northern  tribes  of  Indians,  is  well  acquainted  with  their  character  and 
habits,  and  converses  fluently  with  the  Comanches  and  most  of  the  other 
prairie  tribes. 

He  has  spent  five  years  in  Oregon  and  California — ^two  years  among  the 
Crow  and  Black  Feet  Indians;  has  trapped  beaver  in  the  Gila,  the  Colum- 
bia, the  Rio  Grande,  and  the  Pecos;  has  crossed  the  Rocky  mountains  at 
-many  different  points,  and  indeed  is  one  of  those  men  that  are  seldom  met 
with  except  in  tne  mountains. 

While  encamped  opposite  the  mouth  of  Little  river,  we  were  visited  by 
some  of  the  Shawnees  who  live  in  the  vicinity,  and  I  discovered,  much 
to  my  surprise,  that  their  langiiage  was  very  similar  to  that  of  the  Chip- 
pewas;  indeed,  many  of  their  words  were  the  same:  for  instance,  they 
both  call  fire  "5coto,"  water  "nc/?MA,"  tobacco  "^oma,**  bear^mwc- 
jtta,"  and  many  others  are  the  same.  They  live  principally  by  agricul- 
ture, and  have  some  good  farms;  they  raise  corn,  wheat,  cattle,  hogs,  and 
horses,  and  appear  to  have  an  abundance  of  every  thing. 

On  the  1st  of  May  we  left  our  camp,  opposite  Edwards',  taking  a  course 
almost  south,  gradually  turning  to  the  west  to  pass  around  mountain^ 
which  border  the  Cana)dian,  until  we  reached  the  Delaware  mountain, 
146  miles  from  Fort  Smith. 

The  country  is  here  very  beautiful,  being  a  rolling  prairie,  jwith  numer- 
ous small  islands  or  groves  of  timber,  and  many  streams  of  pure  spring 
water,  skirted  with  trees  of  different  kinds. 

The  soil  is  of  a  good  quality,  resting  upon  a  basis  of  limestone,  and 
in  every  respect  well  adapted  to  cultivation. 

Prom  the  Delaware  mountain,  our  road  passed  by  a  gradual  and  easy 
ascent  up  the  ridge  dividing  the  "Boggy'*  (a  tributary  of  Bed  river) 
from  the  waters  of  the  Canadian.  Directly  where  we  passed,  there  is  a 
high,  round  mound,  and  upon  the  top  a  pile  of  rocks,  which  can  be 
seen  for  a  long  distance  around,  and  is  a  good  landmark  for  the  traveller. 
One  mile  from  this  mound  we  reached  a  beautifully  clear,  rapid  stream, 
abounding  with  fish,  and  here  we  found  Captain  Dent  encamped.  After 
he  had  furnished  me  with  a  copy  of  his  field-notes,  he  turned  back  for 
Fort  Smith,  and  I  proceeded  on',  taking  Lieutenant  Updegraff  and  the 
detachment  under  his  command.  Seven  miles  from  where  we  overtook 
Captain  Dent,  we  crossed  another  and  much  larger  stream,  thirty  yards 
wide  and  one  foot  deep,  with  a  very  rapid  current:  this  is  called  by  the 
Indians  "  To-paf-kees"  creek.  There  is  walnut,  oak,  ash,  and  other 
kinds  of  hard  timber,  growing  upon  the  creek,  but  no  grass;  SLbout  a  mile 
from  here,  however,  at  the  border  of  the  prairie,  we  found  good  grass^ 
and  encamped  on  the  night  of  the  3d  of  May. 

May  4. — We  did  not  move  to* day,  as  it  has  rained  most  violently  all 
day:  the  earth  has  become  very  soft,  and  the  creeks  are  full. 

May  6. — We  made  an  early  start  this  morning  and  travelled  over  a 
beautiful  prairie,  crossiBg  two  small  streams  (affluents  of  the  Washita^ 
which  are  called,  afi;er  they  unite,  ^'Mustang  creek,"  from  the  &ct  that 
wild  horses  are  often  found  upon  it. 

As  Beaver  assured  me  that  we  should  find  no  more  hickory  timbei 
after  passing  this  stream,  I  procured  an  extra  suppler  of  poles,  axles,  and 
hounds  for  our  wagons,  to  serve  us  across  the  <<  plains,'*  and  would  ad- 
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116 sfl. persons  passing^  over  the  road  to  do  the  same^  as>  after  passing 
kre,  there  is  no  suitable  timber  for  such  purposes. 

I  saw  to-day,  for  the  first  time,  the  ^^  mezquite"  grass,  and  it  is  prob- 
iHf  this  which  attracts  the  wild  horses^  as  they  are  very  fond  of  and 
wm  fatten  upon  it. 

The  hills  we  passed  to-day  are  of  a  red  sandstone  formation  ^  highly 
faraginous,  and  in  a  state  of  decomposition.  Limestone  is  also  found 
iapbces.  The  country,  as  we  advance,  is  becoming  more  destitute  of 
timber. 

Kay  6. — ^It  rained  during  the  whole  of  last  night,  and  has  made  our 
iwdso  heavy  that  I  have  concluded  to  "  lie  by'*  until  to-morrow.  This 
efffiing  we  have  another  thunder  storm^  accompanied  by  the  most  in* 
tensely  vivid  lightning  I  have  ever  seen.  The  whole  artillery  of  heaven 
i|feais  to  be  playing;  and,  as  the  sound  reverberates  in  the  distance  over 
we  vast  expanse  of  prairie,  the  effect  is  indeed  most  awfully  sublime. 
Dpon  such  an  occasion  one  realizes  truly  the  wonderful  power  and 
iqesty  of  the  Deity,  and  the  total  insignificance  of  man.  While  I  am 
viitiDg  the  rain  pours  down  in  torrents,  and  the  wind  comes  whistling 
nerthe  distant  plain  with  terrific  violence.  The  flies  of  our  tents,  soaked 
viththe  driving  storm,  and  drawn  to  their  utmost  tension  by  the  shrink- 
ing of  the  cords^  strike  the  tents  with  such  force  as  to  produce  reports 
lib  pistols.    The  whole  surface  of  the  earth  is  deluged  with  water. 

May  7. — ^We  were  so  fortunate  as  to  keep  our  tents  in  ah  upright  j)osi- 
tbo  last  night,  and  the  st<9rm  ceased  after  about  two  hours'  duration. 
hkm  a  start  this  morning,  by  hard  work  on  our  men  and  animals  we 
■denve  miles.  The  country  has  been'rollhig  prairie,  with  several 
ttili  patches  of  oak  and  elm  timber.  The  soil  continues  highly  charged 
^th  iron  and  of  a  deep  red  color;  it  is,  however,  becoming  thin  and 
P»ras  we  advance.  At  our  camp  of  this  evening  we  can  see  the  valleys 
rfboth  the  Washita  and  the  Canadian,  and  we  are  now  upon  the  ridge 
hiding  the  waters  of  these  two  rivers.  As  we  are  now  coming  into  the 
ndnity  of  the  Comanche  "  range/'  I  have  given  orders  for  cartridges  to 
Ijc  issued  to  the  command,  and  shall  take  up  our  line  of  march  from  this 
lioein  the  following  order:  the  dragoons  in  advance  about  one  mile  from 
Retrain,  the  main  body  of  the  escort  directly  in  front  of  the  train,  the 
^ooQ  in  the  centre,  and  the  guard  in  the  rear. 

ihy  8. — We  marched  eleven  miles  to- day r  and  struck  the  dividing 
ilge  after  crossing  a  stream  some  five  miles  irom  our  camp  of  last  night, 
^e  found  many  small  branches  rising  near  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  run- 
ning off  into  the  Washita  and  Canadian ;  they  are  skirted  with  trees  suf- 
nnt  for  fuel,  and  in  many  of  them  there  is  water  near  the  road ;  they 
^  afford  good  camping  places.  Oar  road  approached  near  and  in  view 
^the  Canadian;  a  short  distance  of  our  camp  of  to-night  we  could  dis- 
^''^  much  more  timber  upon  the  opposite  bank.  The  grass  continues 
M)  but  the  soil  is  of  a  poor  quality. 

May  9. — We  resumed  our  march  this  morning,  keeping  the  high  prairie 
Kiide  fi>r  seventeen  miles,  where  the  ridges  turns  to  the  left,  nearly  op- 
Nte"01d  Port  Holmes."  As  the  Port  Smith  company  have  not  yet 
Viched  us,  we  shall  await  their  arrival  here,  as  ordered.  The  ctose  of 
1^  delay  has  been,  that  they  crossed  the  Canadian  at  Edwards',  and 
^  band  the  road  much  worse  than  on  this  side.  The  country  we 
we  possed  over  to-day  has  been  entirely  prairie,  with  the  exception  of  a 
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few  scattering  trees  upon  the  borders  of  the  branches  heading  near  the 
crest  of  the  <*Divide."  As  we  are  now  near  the  eastern  borders  of  the 
^^Lower  Cross  Timbers/'  I  shall  start  out  in  the  morning  and  endearor  to 
find  a  good  road  to  pass  our  wagons  through. 

May  10. — Taking  Beaver  with  me,  I  started  out  this  morning  to  ex- 
amine the  country  ahead.  We  found  that  the  Divide  turned  south  into 
the  Cross  Timbers,  was  very  circuitous  in  its  course,  and  extended  some 
fifteen  miles  before  it  came  out  upon  the  prairie  west  of  the  "Timbers/' 
It  would  have  required  several  days'  labor  to  open  a  road  upon  the 
"Divide,"  and  I  determined  to  make  a  further  examination.  On  our 
return  to  camp,  we  followed  down  a  creek  called  "Chouteau's  creek,*' 
which  heads  near  where  we  turned,  and  runs  almost  a  due  east  course 
between  the  "Cross  Timbers"  and  the  Canadian;  we  found  a  smooth 
prairie  along  the  bank  of  the  creek,  and  encamped  at  sundown.  As  we 
had  taken  nothing  from  camp  with  us  except  some  hard  bread  and  tea,  I 
began  to  be  fearful  towards  night  tliat  our  supper  would  be  but  a  sorry 
one,  and  intimated  as  much  to  the  Indian,  telling  him  "that  a  good 
hunter  should  certainly  kill  game  enough  for  two  men's  supper;"  soort 
alter  this  he  discovered  a  turkey  upon  the  prairie,  and,  puUing  spurs  to 
his  horse,  started  after  Jiim  at  full  speed.  I  thought  this  a  novel  method 
of  hunting  wild  turkeys,  and  looked  on  the  chase  with  a  good  deal  of 
interest,  particularly  as  I  knew  that  the  quality  of  our  supper  depended 
upon  the  result.  The  turkey  was  about  half  a  mile  ahead  at  the  start, 
and  made  good  running  for  a  short  time,  but  isoon  found  it  necessary  to 
resort  to  flight.  The  hunter  followed  on  till  the  turkey  alighted  and 
ran  into  a  timbered  ravine;  he  still  followed  out  of  sight  with  his  hcHrae, 
but  soon  appeared  again  with  a  stick  driving  the  exhausted  bird  before 
him.  I  expressed  much  surprise  at  the  facility  with  which  he  run  down 
and  caught  the  turkey;  but  he  informed  me  that  they  seldom  ever  fly 
more  than  twice  before  they  become  exhausted,  and  are  then  easily  taken. 

May  11. — ^This  morning  we  continued  down  the  creek  upon  a  narrow 
strip  of  prairie  lying  between  the  "Cross  Timbers"  and  the  creek,  which 
led  us  back  to  camp  in  a  direct  course. 

May  12. — ^As  the  Fort  Smith  company  have  not  arrived,  we  are  burn* 
ning  a  small  coal-pit,  sufiicient  to  serve  us  across  the  "plains."  This 
evening  I  received  a  note  from  Captain  Dillard,  of  the  Port  Smith  com- 
pany, informing  me  that  he  will  join  us  in  three  days.  He  has  had  great 
difliculty  in  passing  over  the  road  upon  the  north  side  of  the  Canadian, 
and  the  company  express  much  regret  that  they  were  not  governed  by  his 
wishes  to  follow  upon  our  trail;  they  promise  to  do  so  in  future. 

May  13. — We  remained  in  camp  to-day,  waiting  Captain  Dillard's  ar* 
rival,  but  shall  move  forward  to-morrow  about  five  miles,  for  the  purpose 
of  bridgujg  two  small  streams  which  intersect  our  route  and  run  mto 
Chouteau's  creek. 

May  14.— Starting  this  morning,  we  marched  to  the  first  creek,  bridged 
it,  and  encamped  upon  the  second;  they  are  spring  brooks  rising  in  the 
"Timbers,"  and  have  good  water  in  them  sd  all  seasons  of  the  year. 
Upon  the  banks  of  Chouteau's  creek  there  is  cottonwood,  elm,hackbeny, 
and  a  species  of  oak  bearing  an  acorn  about  the  size  of  a  btaclc  walnut, . 
with  a  very  thick  bur^  and  a  fringe  at  the  top  of  it  encireling  the  out; 
this  is  called  by  the  Indians  "overcup."  This  evening  there  suddenly 
arose  one  of  the  most  terrific  stonxus  i  ever  witnessed — ^it  was  a  perfect 
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temado;  the  first  blast  laid  nearly  eveiy  tent  in  the  camp  flat  upon  the 
(round,  and  sent  beds,  trunks,  and  tables  whirling  and  tumbling  in 
erery  direction.  Our  camp  presented  for  a  few  minutes  a  most  perfect 
sceoe  of  confusion.  As  1  looked  out  from  under  my  tent,  (which  had 
yienupon  iiiei  and  held  me  fast,)  I  saw,  by  the  incessant  flashes  of  light- 
Diag,  officers  and  men  running  in  all  directions  through  the  rain — ^some 
tiyipg  to  find  shelter,  and  others  following  up  a  hat,  blanket,  or  tent 
^ich  the  gale  had  seized  upon^  and  was  carrying  off"  upon  the  prairie. 
fWiiog  could  resist  the  violeuce  of  the  storm;  it  continued  about  an 
iwor,  when  the  wind  abated,  and  we  went  to  work  to  put  up  our  tents 
agiin.  Everything  is  soaked,  and  we  shall  remain  to-morrow  to  dry, 
when  we  hope  to  be  joined  by  the  Port  Smith  company. 

May  15. — This  has  been  a  day  of  general  drying  throughout  camp, 
and  we  are  now  ready  to  move  forward  again,  as  soon  as  we  learn  that 
C^in  DlUard  is  near  us.  Dr.  Rogers  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  all 
kb  botanical  specimens  ruined  by  the  storm  last  night;  this  is  to  be 
Bfflch  regretted,  as  he  had  a  great  variety  of  plants  and  flowers  which  he 
^Inot  meet  with  again,  being  near  the  Grand  Prairie  where  the  charac- 
teof  vegetation  is  entirely  different  from  what  we  have  passed. 

iWay  16. — learning  that  the  Fort  Smith  company  are  near  us,  upon 
fc  other  side  of  the  creek,  I  started  this  morning  and  moved  a  few  miles 
^Ihe  valley. 

The  grass  irt  the  creek  bottom  is  fine  and  the  soil  good. 

May  17. — This  morning  we  continued  up  the  creek  for  about  a  mile, 
*«»  turned  to  the  left,  and  struck  the  Divide  in  the  "Cross Timbers;"  after 
•srching  six  miles,  we  reached  the  large  prairie  between  the  two  "Cross 
libers"  and  encamped  upon  the  head  of  Chouteau's  creek,  where  we 
W  good  grass,  fine  clear  spring  water,  and  oak  wood. 

Through  the  "Cross  Timbers"  the  wood  is  black-jack,  post  oak,  over- 
%  and  hackberiy.  The  soil  is  gravelly  sand,  and  the  rocks  a  dark,  hard 
^tone.  I  found  iron  ore  upon  Chouteau's  creek,  and  the  soil  con- 
fcttfsto  be  ferruginous.  We  have  seen  some  deer  to-day;  but  game  is 
w  abundant. 

tt^l8. — Continuing  iipon  the  high  and  dry  dividing  ridge,  we  made 
J^en  miles;  the  soil  is  of^a  good  quality,  but  there  is  no  timber  and  but 
•fewater;  we,  however,  found  wood,  water,  and  grass  sufficient  for  camp- 
■S  purposes.  We  have  seen  occasionally  detached  pieces  of  gypsum 
Way,  and  some  limestone,  but  the  rocks  have  generally  been  a  soft, 
^•ne  standstone.  Our  road  approached  within  two  miles  of  the  Cana- 
^  at  one  point  of  our  march  to-day,  and  directly  at  this  place  we  were 
flwsiiethe  mouth  of  "Spring  creek,"  a  very  beautiful  stream  of  pure 
^g  water;  has  good  grass  upon  it,  and  wood  sufficient  for  camping  pur- 
ines. The  Port  Smitlx  company  joined  us  yesterday,  and  we  shall  now 
^ve  on  more  rapidly. 

^  20. — This  being  Sunday,  and  a  very  rainy  day,  we  remained  in 
^P;  the  rain  commenced  with  one  of  those  thunder  showers  which  are 
•fiiquent  upon  the  prairies,  and,  as  usual,  it  was  accompanied  by  a  perfect 
^pestof  wind.  We  are  now  near  the  "Upper  Cross  Timbers,"  andlfind 
^n  examination  that  we  cannot  follow  the  "Divide"  through,  as  it  be- 
^oviesvery  rough  and  broken  immediately  upon  entering  the  timber.  I  shall, 
*«efore,  leave  the  "  Divide,"  cross  Spring  cieek,  and  take  the  high  prairie 
Ex 12 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


[64] 


178 


between  that  stream  and  the  Canadian.  In  this  way  1  shall  be  enabled 
to  pass  on  the  prairie  entirely  around  the  Upper  Cross  Timbers. 

I  met  with  the  wild  squash  to-day;  it  has  mtich  the  appearance  of  the 
cultivated  varieties,  except  that  the  leaves  are  of  a  light  blue  color;  they 
are  now  in  blossom. 

May  21. — Our  road  to-day  continued  on  the  *^ Divide"  for  three  miles, 
when,  coming  near  the  Timbers,  we  turned  to  the  right  and  took  the  prairie 
valley  up  ^^Spring  creek,"  skirting  the  lower  edge  of  the ''Cross  Tim- 
bers;" here  we  found  a  fine  road,  and  moved  along  with  great  ease  to 
our  animals.  We  encamped  upon  one  of  the  numerous  spring  branches 
which  flow  into  Spring  creek,  and  found  an  abundance  of  good  wood, 
water,  and  grass. 

May  22. — This  morning  we  continued  up  the  south  side  of  the  creek 
for  three  miles  further,  where  we  turned  to  the  right  and  crossed  to  the 
dividing  ridge  lying  between  the  creek  and  the  Canadian;  at  the  point 
where  the  road  strikes  the  crest  of  ihe  ridge  we  found  ourselves  only  one 
mile  from  the  river,  and  continued  that  distance  from  it  until  we  reached 
the  head  of  Spring  creek,  where  we  encamped,  making  our  day's  march 
sixteen  miles.  The  valley  of  Spring  creek  is  beautifully  situated  for  farms; 
slopes  gently  to  the  south,  and  is  a  mile  in  width,  abundantly  watered, 
arable  soil,  and  timbered  with  black  walnut,  elm,  hackberry,  and  cotton- 
wood.  It  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Upper  Cross  Timbers,  where 
post-oak  timber  is  abundant,  affording  a  good  material  for  building  and 
fencing  purposes.  It  is  also  directly  opposite  Xhe  head  of  the  Little  Washita 
river,  where  there  is  said  to  be  hickory  and  sugar-maple  timber,  within  a 
distance  of  ten  miles  from  this  place. 

I'hese  advantages,  in  connexion  with  the  fact  that  there  are  no  other 
streams  for  three  hundred  miles  west  of  here  upon  our  route,  which  have 
good  soil,  or  any  other  building  timber  except  cottonwood,  (and  that  in 
very  small  quantities,)  render  this  stream  a  suitable  point  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  military  station,  should  the  government  determine  to  place 
troops  upon  this  road.  It  is  also  a  place  where  the  Comanches  and 
Kioways  frequently  resort  for  the  purpose  of  killing  bufialoes.  Moreover, 
no  settlements  can  be  made  upon  our  road  west  of  this  point,  as  there  is 
no  place  where  the  soil  and  timber  will  admit  of  it. 

May  23. — We  turned  slightly  to  the  left  this  morning,  and,  after  travel- 
ling two  miles,  struck  the  main  '^Divide"  of  Washita  and  Canadian, 
Continuing  on  this  "Divide"  for  thirteen  miles,  we  passed  several  high 
round  mounds  of  a  very  soft  red  sandstone,  rising  up  almost  perpendicu- 
larly out  of  the  open  table  land,  and  can  be  seen  lor  a  longdistance  before 
reaching  them.  At  the  base  of  the  southern  mound,  following  an  old 
Indian  trail,  it  led  us  down  into  a  deep  ravine,  where  there  is  a  fine  spring 
of  cool  water,  with  wood  and  grass. 

Our  road  from  here  took  a  direct  course  for  a  point  of  timber  which 
can  be  seen  from  the  top  of  the  largest  mound,  but  deviates  somewhat 
finom  the  general  bearing.  As  we  found  little  water  to-day,  we  made  this 
digression  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  a  camping-place,  and  were  much 
delighted,  on  arriving  at  the  timber,  to  find  a  splendid  spring  of  water, 
rising  in  a  basin  of  white  limestone,  as  perfectly  hollowed  out  as  it  could 
have  been  done  by  art,  and  filled  with  fine  cool  water.  About  five  hun« 
dred  yards  below  this  the  stream  formed  by  the  water  of  the  spring  be- 
comes enlarged,  and  contains  an  abundance  of  sunfish. 
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The  soil  upon  our  route  to-day  has  been  gravelly  sand,  and  no  timber 
except  upon  the  borders  of  ravines.  There  is  wood  sufficient  for  encamp- 
ing upon  this  stream,  and  fine  grass. 

May  2A. — Our  road  continued  on  the  Divide  during  the  whole  day*, 
and  was  ver}'^  fine  and  good.  We  are  now  passing  through  a  Country 
when  gypsum  is  found  in  great  quantities:  in  many  places  the  surface  of 
the  earth  is  covered  with  a  white  incruscation  of  decomposed  ^psum, 
and  frequently  large  blocks  were  seen,  in  which  there  were  all  varieties, 
from  beautiful  transparent  selenite  to  common  ^'plaster  of  Paris,"  gradual- 
ly merging  from  opaque  to  pure  transparent.  The  fibrous  varieties  were 
also  found  frequently.  The  soil  upon  our  road  has  been  verj'  poor,  and 
but  little  water;  at  our  encampment  to  night  we  have  water  that  is  bitter 
and  unpalatable,  but  will  answer  for  cooking  when  none  other  can  be  ob- 
tained. 

May  25. — Our  road  has  kept  the  Divide  all  day  and,  as  usual,  was  fiirm 
and  smooth;  passes  over  a  gypsum  fonnation,  and  many  off  the  hills  have 
been  entirely  composed  of  it.  At  our  camp  we  have  good  wood  and  grass, 
but  the  water  is  as  usual  where  gypsum  abounds — for  fironi  being  sweet. 

We  have  seen  many  antelopes  and  turkeys  during  the  last  few  days, 
but  deer  are  becoming  scarce  as  we  advance,  Buffalo  tracks  have  been 
seen  frequently,  but  as  yet  none  of  the  animals  themselves. 

May  26. — We  continued  to  follow  the  dividinsfridge  to-day  for  thir- 
teen miles,  when  we  came  to  a  large  lateral  ridge,  running  off  from  the 
main  Divide,  which  we  followed,  and  did  not  discover  our  mistake  until 
we  had  gone  about  three  miles,  where  we  encamped  on  a  branch  of  the 
Canadian. 

We  found  the  wood  and  grass  good,  but  the  water  continues  slightly 
saline.  There  is  elm,  Cottonwood,  hackberry,  and  wild  china  upon  the 
creek  where  we  are  encamped.  As  I  was  riding  in  advance  of  the  train 
to-day  I  saw  the  fbrst  buffalo;  there  were  two  bulls,  quietly  feeding,  about 
three  miles  from  me.  I  gave  them  a  chase  of  about  ten  miles,  fired  some 
five  or  six  balls  into  one  of  them,  but  did  not  succeed  in  getting  him  to 
the  ground.  1  had  a  most  exciting  chase,  but  it  was  very  severe  upon 
my  horse,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  injured  him  more  than  three  weeks'  trav- 
elling. Poor  fellow!  he  performed  his  part  most  nobly,  for  which  I  re- 
warded him  with  a  good  feed  of  corn- on  my  return  to  camp;  and,  as  he 
had  been  living  on  ^ss  alone  for  several  weeks,  I  have  no  doubt  he  felt 
well  rewarded  for  his  labor — at  all  events,  his  countenance  assumed  a 
most  grateful  expression  when  it  was  placed  before  him. 

May  27. — To-day,  (Sunday,)  in  accordance  with  a  rule  I  have  adopted, 
we  **lay  by,"  to  give  the  men  tirpe  to  wash,  and  the  animals  to  graze  and 
recruit. 

May  28. — We  retraced  our  steps  back  to  the  dividing  ridge  this  morn- 
ine,  and  placed  a  stake,  with  directions  to  those  following  us  "to'keep  the 
left  hand  trace."  Our  road  passed  from  here  to  our  camp  upon  high  rol- 
ling prairie;  with  no  water  or  wood,  and  we  were  obliged  to  turn  from  the 
dividing  ridge  down  to  the  bank  of  the  Canadian.  We  passed  down  over 
a  gap  in  the  bluffs;  found  good  wood,  water,  and  grass. 

May  29. — The  country  we  have  passed  over  to  day,  near  the  Divide, 
has  been  principally  a  formation  of  gypsum  and  blue  limestone  ledges,  in 
which  we  discovered  petrifactions  of  oysters  and  muscles.  These  are  the 
first  fossils  we  have  seen  upon  our  road. 

We  encamped  on  a  branch  of  the  Little  Washita;  found  wood  and 
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grass  abundant.  The  country  between  our  road  and  the  two  rivers  is 
much  broken  by  hills  and  ravines,  which  appear  to  have  been  thrown  up 
without  the  shghtest  reference  to  finish  or  utility;  and  I  am  convinced 
that  the  only  place  along  near  our  route  where  a  natural  wagon  road  can 
be  fbund  is  directly  upon  the  crest  of  the  Divide,  From  a  high  ridge  near 
our  camp  we  can  see  the  Antelope,  or  Boundary  mounds,  far  to  the  west. 

Map  30, — Our  road  was  upon  the  dividing  ridge  all  day,  and  very  firm 
and  smooth,  but  somewhat  circuitous,  following  the  windings  oi  the 
"Divide;"  this  has  generally  been  very  direct,  and,  for  the  two  hundred 
miles  we  have  travelled  upon  it,  I  have  never  seen  a  better  natural  road. 
The  country  upon  each  side  falling  ojff  towards  the  Canadian  and 
Washita,  leaves  the  crest  perfectly  dry  at  all  seasons.  There  are  numer- 
ous small  branches  rising  near  the  road  which  are  skirted  with  timber 
and  grass,  thereby  giving  the  traveller  an  opportunity  to  encamp  at  almost 
any  time  he  feels  disposed.  The  soil  is  unfit  for  cultivation,  being  a  hard 
gravelly  sand,  and  very  poor.  We  left  the  Divide  near  our  camp,  and 
are  upon  a  branch  of  the  Canadian;  the  water,  wood,  and  grass  are 
good. 

May  31. — This  morning  we  followed  down  the  creek,  and  travelled  for 
several  miles  upon  the  Canadian;  finding  this  part  cf  our  road  sandy, 
however,  we  soon  tufned  back,  and  came  upon  the  high  prairie  between 
two  of  the  Antelope  buttes.  These  hills  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  high,  of  porous  sandstone,  and  appear  to  be  the  result  of  volcanic 
action.  They  rise  almost  perpendicularly  from  the  smooth  prairie,  are 
flat  upon  the  top,  and  present  every  indication  of  having  been  raised  out 
of  the  earth  by  volcanic  agency.  They  are  near  the  100th  degree  of 
longitude,  and  are  sometimes  called  the  Boundary  mounds,  as  being  near 
the  line  formerly  claimed  by  Xexas  as  her  eastern  boundary.  We  en- 
camped this  evening  without  wood  at  some  holes  of  water  in  the  prairie; 
we  could  have  found  wood  by  going  six  miles  further,  but  our  mules 
were  wearied,  and  I  concluded  to  use  the  "buffalo  chips"  rather  than 
drive  that  distance. 

June  1. — Taking  the  "Divide"  again  this  morning,  we  marched  four- 
teen miles  over  a  viery  direct  and  firm  road,  without  a  hill  or  ravine,  unlil 
we  reached  our  camp,  upon  a  small  lake  on  the  high  prairie.  There  is 
an  abundance  of  never-failing  water  in  the  lake,  and  the  bufliilo  grass 
grows  luxuriantly  upon  its  banks.  This  grass  is  very  short  and  thick; 
but  animals  are  extravagantly  fond  of  it,  and  it  is  very. nutritious.  There 
are  hills  about  a  mile  to  the  east  of  the  lake  similar  to  the  "Antelope 
buttes;"  these  can  be  seen  for  a  long  distance  upon  our  road,  and  are 
gjod  landmarks.  As  it  is  half  a  mile  *from  the  lake  to  the  nearest  wood, 
1  would  recommend  to  travellers  to  throw  a  few  sticks  for  cooking  into 
their  wagons  before  reaching  here.  We  received  a  visit  this  evening  from 
four  Kioway  Indians,  dressed  in  their  war  costume,  and  armed  with 
rifles,  bows,  lances,  and  shields.  They  were  on  thfeir  way  (as  they  told 
us)  to  Chihuahua,  Mexico,  where  they  were  going  to  steal  mules  and 
horses,  and  expected  to  be  absent  from  here  a  year  or  more.  I  brought 
them  into  camp,  presented  them  with  some  tobacco  and  pipes,  gave  them 
supper,  and  told  them  that  we  were  disposed  to  be  friendly  and  at  peace 
with  the  Kioways;  that  it  was  the  desire  of  their  "great  father,"  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  on  terms  of  peace  with  all  his  "red 
children."     This  appeared  to  please  them^  and  they  replied  that  thef 
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loold  communicate  my  ^^talk"  to  their  people,  who  live  forty  miles 
BDrth  of  here  upon  the  north  fork  of  the  Canadian.  1  was  much  sur- 
prised at  the  ease  and  facility  with  which  '^Beaver"  communicated  with 
dxem  by  pantomime.  This  appears  to  be  a  universal  language  among 
Indians,  and  the  same  signs  and  gestures  are  made  use  of  and  understood 
by  all  tribes-  The  grace  and  rapidity  with  which  this  mute  conversation 
was  carried  on  upon  a  variety  of  topics  relative  to  our  road  and  their  own 
affiurs  astonished  me  beyond  measure.  I  had  no  idea  before  that  the 
Indians  were  such  adepts  at  pantomime;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  they  would  compare  with  the  most  accomplished  performers  of 
oor  operas. 

Jme  2. — ^We  travelled  sixteen  miles  to-day  over  a  very  good  road,  with 
tat  litde  water  near  it,  however,  until  we  reached  our  present  camp;  here 
vehave  wood  and  water  in  a  ravine.  The  country,  as  we  advance,  be- 
comes gradually  higher,  and  the  soil  continues  poor,  with  but  little  tim- 
ber. We  are  yet  upon  the  ^'Divide"  of  the  Washita  and  Canadian — 
tboot  fiv«  miles  from  the  latter,  and  three  miles  from  a  large  branch  of 
tite  former.  The  wife  of  one  of  the  emigrants  encami^ed  near  us  has 
Wen  sick  for  several  days,  and  reported. to-night  as  very  low.  The  fatigue 
ttd  inconveniences  to.  which  she  is  necessarily  exposed  in  a  journey  over 
tbe  prairies,  has,  no  doubt,  had  a  tendency  to  aggravate  her  disease. 
Bong  a  lady  of  delicate  constitution,  and  havmg  never  before  been  sub- 
JBcted  to  the  privations  and  hardships  of  a  camp  life,  she  is  but  poorly 
ftted  to  endure  in  sickness  a  march  of  this  kind. 

Jme  3. — ^This  being  Sunday,  we  stopped  to  recmit  our  men  and  ani- 
ttis. 

June  4- — We  made  a  march  of  ten  miles  to-day,  and  reached  Dry 
STff,  crossed  and  encamped  on  the  west  bank.  We  lound  bluffs  about 
1*0  hundred  feet  high  on  the  east  side,' very  abrupt,  and  crowned  with 
ledges  of  sandstone;  but  after  a  short  examination,  discovered  a  pass 
ihich  led  us  by  a  very  gradual  descent  to  the  river  bottom.  The  dis- 
6ncc  between  the  top  of  the  bluffs,  from  one  side  of  the  stream  to  those 
rfthe  other,  is  five  miles,  and  the  valley  where 'we  crossed  about  two 
■lies  in  width.  There  is  wood,  water,  and  grass  in  abundance  here,  and 
itisafine  camping  place.  The  bed  of  the  stream  is  one  hundred  and 
%  feet  from  bank  to  bank;  but  when  we  arrived  in  the  evening  there 
tas  no  water,  except  in  holes.  The  next  morning,  however,  there  was 
water  running  over  the  quicksand,  forming  a  stream  some  ten  feet  wide. 
I  could  account  for  this  in  no  other  way  than  from  the  fact  that  the  quick- 
and  absorbs  a  large  portion  of  the  water  flowing  through  the  stream,  and 
iothe  daytime  the  sun  evaporates  the  remainder;  but  in  the  night,  there 
king  but  little  evaporation,  the  water  not  absorbed  passes  off  over  the  bed 
8f  the  river. 

On  approaching  Dry  river  from  the  cast,  our  road  passed  up  the  ridge 
diriding  the  head  branches  of  the  Washita  from  ^'Dry  river;"  here  the 
Diride,  which  our  road  has  followed  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  mites, 
tarns  away  to  the  south,  and  from  this  place  we  see  it  no  more.  I  am 
mformed  by  Beaver,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  this  part  of  the  country, 
diat  this  stream  has  its  source  in  an  extensive  salt  plain  southwest  of  here, 
nd  that  "Red  river,"  which  has  never  been  explored  to  its  head,  rises 
k  the  same  plain,  and  near  the  same  place.  It  has  generally  been  sup- 
posed that  Red  river  extended  fiu:  west  of  here,  near  the  Peccs;  and 
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passed  through  a  portion  of  the  ^*Llano  Estacado,"  but  Beaver  says  it 
rises  east  of  that  plain.  The  Canadian,  for  the  last  two  days'  travel,  has 
been  shut  in  by  high  bluffs  on  each  side,  and  the  country  between  the 
bluffs  and  our  road  much  broken  by  sharp  round  hills  and  deep  gulleys. 

The  soil  in  this  vicinity  is  totally  worthless  and  unproduciivej  no  tim- 
ber fit  for  building,  and  but  little  water.  We  have  seen  many  fresh  In- 
dian •'^'^igns''  to-day,  but  no  Indians.  I  have  cautioned  the  emigrants  to 
be  vigilant  in  guarding  their  animals^  as  many  of  them  continue  to  be  very 
careless. 

June  5. — We  ascended  this  morning,  through  a  smooth  pass,  to  the  top 
of  the  western  bluff  of  Dry  river,  where  we  found  ourselves  upon  a  very 
elevated  plain  which  divides  the  waters  of  Dry  river  from  tho  Canadian. 
Passing  along  this  on  our  course  we  made  seventeen  miles  and  encamped 
upon  a  small  tributary  of  the  Canadian,  where  we  found  good  water,  but 
standing  in  holes  along  the  bed  of  the  creek.  We  passed  several  of  these 
streams  to- day,  and  they  were  all  similar  to  this.  The  soil  is  still  poor, 
and  wood  scarce.  The  formation  of  the  bluffs  near  our  camp  is  sand- 
stone of  a  very  soft  and  porous  character. 

June  6. — We  made  a  drive  of  twenty-two  and  a  half  miles  to-day,  but 
did  not  follow  the  ^^Divide"  far,  as  it  turned  too  much  south.  We 
crossed  several  dry  ravines,  where  there  will  generally  be  water  found, 
as  it  is  but  a  few  days  since  they  became  dry.  We,  however,  found  no 
water  until  we  arrived  at  our  present  camp.  This  is  upon  a  very  beau- 
tiful, clear  stream  of  spring  water.  The  valley  through  which  the  stream 
runs  is  about  five  miles  wide,  and  has  a  great  deal  of  large  coltonwood 
timber  upon  it.  The  grass  is  of  the  best  quality,  (mezquiie,)  and  there 
is  a  liitle  arable  soil  upon  the  banks  of  the  creek.  This  is  the  largest 
affluent  of  the  Canadian  we  have  passed  since  leaving  Spring  creek.  Not- 
withstanding it  runs  over  a  very  wide  bed  of  quicKsaud,  yet  there  will 
always  be  running  water  found  here,  as  the  stream  is  fed  by  numerous 
large  springs.  It  is  one  of  the  best  camping  places  upon  the  road,  and 
as  some  of  our  wagon  tires  are  loose  and  require  resetting,  I  shall  ''lie 
over"  to  morrow  for  that  purpose  From  the  fact  of  this  stream  having 
so  much  more  timber  upon  its  banks  than  the  others  we  have  passed,  i 
have  called  it  Timbered  creek  upon  my  map. 

June  7. — We  remained  upon  '^Timbered  creek"  and  repaired  oui 
wagons  to-day. 

June  8. — ^At  seven  miles  from  our  last  camp  we  crossed  another  stream 
of  pure  spring  water,  whei-e  there  is  wood  and  grass  in  abundance;  and  at 
our  present  camp  we  have  another  small  spring  creek,  which  will  always 
afford  sufficient  water  for  the  traveller's  purposes.  We  left  the  Port  Smith 
company  this  morning  at  ^'Timbered  creek."  They  were  detained  in 
consequence  of  the  illness  of  the  wife  of  an  emigrant;  and  we  have  learnec 
this  evening  that  the  result  of  the  detention  has  been  an  addition  to  th< 
company  of  two  proqaising  boys,  (twins,)  which  the  happy  father  hai 
done  Captain  Dillard  and  myself  the  honor  of  calling  "DiUard**  anc 
*'Marcy."  For  my  part  I  feel  highly  complimented;  and  if  I  never  se< 
the  gold  regions  myself,  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  ini 
name  is  represented  there.  I  wish  the  young  gentleman  a  safe  jouxne^ 
tp  California,  and  much  happiness  and  gold  after  he  gets  there.  Ou 
road,  has  continued  to  approach  the  Canadian  for  the  last  three  days^  au< 
we  are  now  about  four  nules  firomit. 
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June  9. — After  marching  three  miles  this  morning,  we  arrived  upon  the 
border  of  a  deep  valley,  with  high  rocky  ruffs  upon  each  side,  which. 
we  at  once  pronounced  to  be  the  stream  Gregg  calls  "Bluff  creek.'* 
Indeed,  after  we  had  passed  it  and  ascended  to  the  high  plain  on  the  op- 
posite side,  we  fell  into  an  old  wagon  trace,  which  confirn^ed  me  in  the 
belief 

"Bluff  creek"  has  good  wood  and  grass  upon  its  banks,  and  water 
plenty.  It  is  of  the  same  character  as  Dry  river,  with  quicksand  bed 
and  poor  soil  in  its  valley.  We  followed  Gregg's  trace  for  several  miles,  and 
encamped  in  a  ravine,  where  we  found  large  pools  of  water  coming  from 
spiings,  with  excellent  grass  and  fuel.  One  of  our  gentlemen  killed  an 
antelope  to-day,  which  we  made  our  dinner  from,  and  found  it  equally  as 
good  as  venison.  These  animals  frequent  the  highest  and  most  arid 
plains,  where  no  other  animal  ever  resorts,  and  I  have  often  found  them 
vhere  there  was  no  water  for  many  miles  around.  This  has  induced  me 
to  believe  that  they  seldom  require  that  element,  without  which  most 
odier  animals  perish  in  a  short  time.  They  are  exceedingly  timid;  at  the 
same  time  have  much  curiosity;  and  if  the  hunter  will  conceal  himself 
in  the  grass,  he  can  call  them  near  him  by  showing  his  hand,  or  some 
odier  small  object,  above  the  grass. 

Jmte  10. — We  made  a  late  start  this  morning  and  travelled  three  and  a 
half  miles,  when,  ascertaining  that  there  was  no  water  for  a  longdistance 
ihead,  and  Captain  Dillard  having  marched  about  ten  miles  to  overtake 
US,  I  determined  to  encamp  at  a  ravine  where  we  found  wood  and  water* 
Although  there  may  be  times  when  there  is  no  water  h^re,  yet  I  think  it 
ean  always  be  depended  upon,  except  in  the  very  dryest  season.  This 
place  cannot  be  mistaken,  as  it  is  due  south  of,  and  about  two  miles  from, 
I  very  prominent  round  mound,  which  can  be  seen  for  several  miles. 
We  have  passed  over  a  high  rolling  prairie  for  the  last  three  days,  desti- 
tute of  wood,  except  a  narrow  fringe  of  trees  upon  the  borders  of  the 
ravines — a  soil  worthless  and  utterly  unfit  for  cultivation.  We  found 
great  quantities  of  grapes  in  the  ravines  iiear  our  road,  growing  on  low 
bashes,  very  similar  to  those  that  are  trimmed  and  cultivated. 

June  11. — We  started  this  morning,  our  road  continuing  over  the 
devated  plateau,  destitute  of  water,  until  we  reached  here,  where  there 
is  a  fine  spring  creek,  with  a  great  abundance  of  wood  and  grass.  Our 
march  was  fourteen  and  three-quarter  nliles;  and  this  position  must  be 
reached,  as  it  is  the  first  camping  place  after  leaving  our  camp  ef  last 
night.  We  are  at  this  point  about  eight  miles  from  the  Canadian.  We 
have  several  varieties  of  wild  fruit  upon  the  creek  near  our  camp;  among 
others,  grapes  and  gooseberries.  There  has  been  but  little  game  seen 
for  the  last  three  days.  I  killed  a  turkey  this  evening,  which  is  the  first 
we  have  seen  for  a  week.  Quails  or  partridges  are  found  at  all  places 
npon  onr  road;  this  bird  and  the  meadow* lark  appear  to  be  common  in 
all  latitudes,  from  the  extreme  northern  States  to  the  most  southern. 

The  streams  through  this  part  of  the  country  have  but  few  fish  in 
them.  We  have,  however,  seen  the  sunfish  and  catfish  wherever  there 
is  a  stream  of  any  magnitude. 

June  12. — Onr  march  this  morning,  for  the  first  four  miles,  was  over 
lather  heavy  and  sandy  road,  after  which  we  had  a  smooth  prairie.  The 
soil  for  several  days  past  has  been  of  a  white,  sandy  appearance;  but  to* 
day^  as  soon  as  we  struck  a  red  soil^  our  road  became  at  once  as  firm  a« 
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marble,  and  our  mules  passed  over  it  with  great  ease.  Should  travellers 
encamp  at  this  place,  they  will  be  obliged  to  put  a  few  sticks  of  wood 
in  their  wagons  for  cooking  before  reaching  here,  as  there  is  none  to  be 
found  on  this  stream.  It  requires  but  very  little  fuel  to  cook  supper  and 
breakfast,  if  it  is  properly  economized.  It  should  be  cut  short  and  split 
into  small  pieces;  then  digging  a  hole  in  the  ground  about  twelve  inches 
in  depth,  and  of  a  size  suitable  for  the  wood  and  cooking  utensils,  all  the 
heat  is  preserved,  and  a  very  small  fire  serves  to  cook  a  meal.  We  ob- 
served a  very  beautiful  species  of  cactus  along  our  road  to-day,  growing 
upon  the  high  prairie  to  the  height  of  six  or  eight  feet.  It  shoots  up  from 
the  ground  in  joints  of  about  six  inches  in  length,  of  an  octagonal  form, 
and  every  joint  as  it  rises  making  an  angle  with  the  one  beneath,  some- 
times branching  off  horizontally,  and  all  nearly  of  the  same  size  and 
length.  A  plant  generally  covers  an  area  of  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  diam- 
eter, and,  filled  (as  they  are  at  this  season)  with  a  multitde  of  beautiful 
pink  blossoms,  they  make  the  desert  prairie  look  like  a  flower-garden. 
Our  road  has  run  nearly  parallel  to  the  course  of  the  Canadian  to-day, 
and  the  bluffs  upon  it  can  be  seen  nearly^ the  whole  distance.  We  have 
seen  a  few  mezquite' bushes  during  the  past  three  days. 

June  13. — The  bluffs  bordering  the  "Llano  Estacado"  have  run  par- 
allel to  our  road,  at  from  one-fourth  to  one  mile  distant,  during  most  of 
the  day.  They  are  from  100  to  250  feet  high,  generally  sandstone,  cov- 
ered in  places  with  a  growth  of  dwarf  cedar.  We  marched  17J  miles 
over  a  very  smooth  prairie,  and  found  an  abundance  of  good  water  at 
four  different  places  alon^  to  road. 

As  our  wagon  tires  contined  to  become  loose,  from  the  shrinkage  con- 
sequent upon  the  extreme  dryness  of  the  atmosphere  in  these  elevated 
plains,  I  was  desirous  of  finding  a  place  where  wood  was  plenty,  in  order 
that  we  might  reset  them.  We  were  so  fortunate  as  to  find  this  a  most 
favorable  spot  for  that  purpose,  and  at  a  convenient  day's  drive  from  onr 
last  encampment.  Our  present  position  is  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
road,  to  the  left,  near  the  timber.  It  is  directly  in  a  gap  or  notch,  formed 
by  the  bluffs  of  the  "Llano  Estacado,"  which  here  jut  in  very  near  the 
road,  and  present  the  appearance  of  the  walls  of  fortifications,  with  glacis 
revetted  with  turf.  Tiiere  is  one  near  our  camp,  detached  from  the  main 
bluff,  that  can  be  seen  for  many  miles;  and  as  it  is  round,  very  symmet- 
rical, and  crowned  with  a  stone  cap  in  the  form  of  a  reversed  plate,  it  is 
a  good  landmark. 

We  passed  a  great  deal  of  the  small  mezquite  and  numberless  plants  of 
the  jointed  cactus  to  day.  The  stalk  of  the  latter  is,  when  dried,  a  hard 
wood,  and  makes  good  fuel. 

Our  road  has  for  a  good  portion  of  the  day  been  passing  through  a 
continuous  dog-town.  One  of  the  animals  was  brought  alive  into  camf; 
this  evening,  and  having  an  opportunity  to  examine  it,  I  was  at  a  loss  tc 
conceive  why  it  should  ever  have  been  called  ^^prairie  dog."  It  is  s 
very  timid  animal;  but,  when  irritated,  bites  severely,  as  one  of  our  youn^ 
gentlemen  can  testify.  It  is  but  little  larger  than  the  gray  squirrel,  of  s 
reddish  brown  color,  with  head,  teeth,  and  feet,  very  similar  to  that  ani 
mal,  and  a  more  appropriate  lyame,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  '* prairie 
squirrel.*'  In  passing  through  one  of  their  towns,  early  in  the  morning 
they  are  observed  sitting  upright  at  the  mouths  of  their  burrows,  enter 
taining  each  other  by  a  most  incessant  barking,  very  similar  to  thai  o 
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the  gray  squirrel.  On  the  approach  of  an  intruder  they  all  disppear  in 
their  holes,  but  very  soon  can  be  seen  poking  their  noses  above  ground 
again  to  see  if  the  stranger  is  gone;  and  if  so,  the  concert  is  resumed. 

The  ratdesnake  and  a  small  species  of  owl  are  found  in  the  same 
holes  wth  the  dogs-  At  first  I  was  doubtful  whether  this  domestic  ar- 
laDgement  was  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  owner  of  the  prem- 
ises, but,  a  short  time  since,  1  was  satisfied  no  such  friendly  relations  ex- 
isted between  them,  for,  on  killing  a  rattlesnake  at  one  of  the  dog  holes, 
it  was  found  that  he  had  swallowed  a  young  dog,  thereby  establishing 
the  fact  that  the  snake  is  an  intruder,  and  preys  upon  the  dogs. 

June  14. — Leaving  camp  early  this  morning,  we  travelled  two  miles 
on  OUT  course,  when  we  encountered  a  spur  of  the  plain,  running  too  far 
east  (or  us  to  pass  around  under  it;  and  finding  a  very  easy  ascent  to  the 
summit,  I  took  the  road  over  the  plain.  When  we  were  upon  the  high 
table  land,  a  view  presented  itself  as  boundless  as  the  ocean.  Not  a  tree, 
shrub,  or  any  other  object,  either  animate  or  inanimate,  relieved  Ihe  dreary 
monotony  of  the  prospect;  it  was  a  vast,  illimitable  expanse  of  desert 
prairie — the  dreaded  "Llano  Estacado"  of  New  Mexico;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  great  Zahara  of  North  America.  It  is  a  region  almost  as  vast 
and  trackless  as  the  ocean — a  land  where  no  man,  either  savage  or  civil- 
ized, permanently  abides;  it  spreads  forth  into  a  treeless,  desolate  waste 
of  uninhabited  solitude,  which  alwavs  has  been,  and  must  continue,  un- 
iokibited  forever;  even  the  savages  dare  not  venture  to  cross  it  except  at 
two  or  three  places,  where  they  know  water  can  be  found.  The  only 
herbage  upon  U^iese  barren  plains  is  a  very  short  buffalo  grass,  aud,  on 
account  of  the  scarcity  of  water,  all  animals  appear  to  shun  it.  Our  road 
was  perfectly  hard  and  smooth,  and  our  animals  did  not  suffer  much 
fiom  the  effects  of  the  long  drive  of  twenty-eight  miles  which  we  made. 

There  are  wood  and  water  at  nine  miles  from  where  we  encamped  last 
night;  but  from  that  point  to  our  present  camp  is  18^  miles,  and  no  water 
in  the  intermediate  distances.  Should  travellers  not  leel  disposed  to  make 
the  long  drive  of  twenty-eight  miles,  they  will  fidd  a  good  camping  place 
at  the  first  point  indicated,  and  will  have  an  easy  drive  for  the  following 
day.  Two  miles  before  reaching  camp  we  descended  from  the  plain  to  a 
creek  with  fine  water,  but  little  wood. 

June  15. — We  travelled  for  ten  miles  to-day  along  the  foot  of  the  bluffs 
upon  our  left,  when  we  reached  a  stream  where  the  water  was  standing 
in  large  pools,  widi  sufficient  wood  and  grass.  I  determined  to  encamp 
here,  the  distance  to  the  next  water  being  about  ten  miles.  This  has 
been  an  old  camping  place  for  Mexicans,  as  the  trees  in  the  vicinity  are 
well  stripped  of  their  branches,  and  show  marks  of  the  axe;  moreover,  we 
are  now  upon  the  old  Mexican  cart-road. 

Our  friends  in  the  emigrants'  camp  are  enjoying  themselves  much  this 
evening;  they  have  managed  to  raise  some  music,  and  are  dancing  around 
their  camp  fires  most  merrily.  It  certainly  looks  as  if  they  were  deter- 
mined to  keep  up  their  spirits  as  they  go  along. 

Jni%e  16. — In  consequence  of  a  shower,  which  came  up  about  daylight, 
we  made  a  late  start  and  travelled  twenty-two  miles,  when  I  ascertained 
fiom  an  advanced  party  which  I  had  sent  out  early  in  the  morning  that  I 
was  still  nine  mile^  from  the  first  water;  as  our  teams  were  too  tired  to  make 
that  distance  I  encamped  for  the  first  time  without  that  most  necessary 
dement.    Our  mules  will  suffer,  but  1  shall  make  an  early  drive  and 
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'Mie  over'*  to-morrow  at  the  first  water.  I  passed  an  oxteam  to-day^ 
owned  by  some  men  who  had  been  left  three  hundred  miles  from  here  by 
a  company  in  advance  of  ns.  One  of  their  number  had  gone  out  for  the 
purpose  of  hunting,  and  was  lost.  These  men,  with  their  team,  had 
stopped  back  to  search  for  him,  and  it  was  about  ten  days  before  they 
succeeded  in  finding  him.  They  then  started  forward  again,  and  have 
made  a  most  extraordinary  drive,  averaging  over  thirty  miles  per  day 
with  a  loaded  wagon;  and,  notwithstanding  thoy  made  a  drive  of  thirty- 
eight  miles  yesterday,  their  cattle  looked  well. 

This  proves  conclusively,  I  think,  that  oxen  can  perform  a  journey  as 
well  as  any  other  animal. 

About  three  miles  from  our  camp  of  last  night  we  came  in  sight  of  the 
'^Cerro  Tucumcari."  It  appeared  to  be  about  thirty  miles  distant,  a 
little  to  the  right  of  our  course,  apparently  perfectly  round  and  symmetri- 
cal, and  is  a  most  conspicuous  landmark.  It  presents,  when  seen  at  a 
long  distance,  veiry  much  the  appearance  of  the  dome  of  the  Capitol  at 
Washington. 

June  17. — We  hitched  up  our  mules  at  2  o'clock  this  morning,  and 
pushed  ahead  over  the  dry  prairie  lor  13  miles  before  we  found  water; and 
this  hardly  deserved  the  appellation,  for  it  had  more  the  appearance  of  the 
drainings  of  a  stable-yard  than  the  pure  element  we  were  in  search  of. 
Notwithstanding  this,  our  half-famished  animals  plunged  in,  and  swal- 
lowed large  quantities.  It  was  sulphurous  and  decidedly  disagreeable  to 
the  taste,  yet  we  made  use  of  it  freely,  and  experienced  no  ill  effects  from 
it.  Had  we  known  the  different  points  upon  the  road  where  water  could 
have  been  obtained,  we  might  have  encamped  at  the  last  water,  22  miles 
from  here,  and  easily  driven  to  this  place  the  following  day. 

Our  present  camp  is  nearly  opposite  the  «^  Cerro  Tucumcaid,"  and 
near  the  bluffs  bordering  the  plains  "Indian  signs"  have  been  seen  for 
the  last  three  days,  and  the  emigrants  have  lost  several  hordes,  supposed 
to  have  been  taken  by  them.  Notwithstanding  this,  many  of  them  are 
very  careless,  and  do  not  guard  their  animals  as  they  should.  It  is  ne- 
cessary in  the  Comanche  and  Kioway  country  to  be  always  upon  the 
alert,  as  these  Indians  frequently  follow  a  train  for  days  together,  otily 
waiting  for  a  favorable  opportunity  to  steal  horses. 

A  section  of  the  vertebra  of  a  buffalo,  with  several  ribs  attached,  in  a 
petrified  state,  was  found  to-day;  also,  several  petrifactions  of  pieces  of 
wood  and  muscles. 

The  slope  of  the  bluffs  for  the  last  25  miles  has  been  covered  with  a 
dense  growth  of  small  cedar  trees  upon  a  white  sandstone  rock,  and  Beaver 
informs  me  that  it  is  to  such  places  as  this  that  the  grizzly  bear  and 
mountain  sheep  resort.  We  have  seen  no  game  for  several  days.  Horned 
frogs,  rattlesnakes,  chameleons,  and  swifts,  are  abundant,  and  appear  to 
constitute  almost  the  only  indications  of  animal  life  upon  these  desert 
prairies. 

June  18. — We  travelled  this  morning  along  under  the  bluffs  for  three 
miles,  where  we  crossed  an  "  arroyo,"  in  which  there  were  water  and 
wood  in  abundance.  At  about  eight  miles  we  were  overtaken  by  a  party 
of  20  or  30  Comanches,  who  came  upon  their  trim-built  ponies  to  pay  us 
a  visit.  Their  chief  was  a  fine  looking  old  man  by  the  name  of^Is-sa- 
ki-ep.  He  professed  much  love  for  Americans,  and  prsisted  in  testifying 
it  by  giving  me  an  embrace  *''  a  la  Mexicaine/'  which,  for  the  good  of  the 
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service,  I  forced  myself  to  submit  to.  Seizing  me  in  his  brawny  arrasf 
(re  were  still  mounted  on  our  horses)  and  laying  his  greasy  head  upon 
ojjr shoulder,  he  gave  me  a  most  bruin-like  squeeze;  after  undergoing 
which  I  flattered  myself  that  the  salutation  was  completed;  but  in  this  I 
was  mistaken,  and  was  doomed  to  suffer  another  similar  torture,  with  the 
savage's  head  upon  my  other  shoulder,  at  the  same  time  rubbing  his 
greasy  face  s^ainst  mine;  all  of  which  he  gave  me  to  understand  was  to 
be  regarded  as  a  most  distinguished  and  signal  mark  of  aflTeclion  for  the 
American  people,  (whom  he  loved  so  much  that  it  almost  broke  his  heart,) 
and  which  1,  as  their  representative,  had  the  honor  **pour  amor  patria'* 
» receive.  They  followed  us  to  our  camp,  where  1  told  the  chief  that  it 
wsihe  desire  of  their  Great  Father,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
beon  terms  of  friendship  and  at  peace  with  all  his  red  children,  and  that 
he  expected  emigrants  would  receive  good  treatment  in  passing  through 
the  Comanche  country.  They  protested  the  utmost  friendship  and  good 
vill;  after  which  I  gave  them  some  pipes  and  tobacco,  and  they  went  off 
tell  pleased. 

Our  encampment  is  upon  a  small  creek  directly  between  two  mount- 
«»,  called  by  the  Comanches  the  "  Big  and  Little  Tucumcari.*'  The 
l*?erone  is  about  three  miles  to  the  south  of  our  road,  and  some  eight 
Biies  in  diameter  at  the  base.  The  small  one  is  about  eight  miles  north 
rflheroad,  two  miles  in  diameter,  and  750  feet  high. 

hie  19. — As  our  animals  have  become  a  little  jaded  from  the  long 
tehes  we  have  been,  making  for  a  few  days  past,  I  concluded  to  stop 
koeand  give  them  a  day's  rest. 

We  were  visited  again  this  morning  by  our  Indian  friend  Is-sa-ki-ep 
»d  about  fifty  of  his  band,  with  several  women  and  children.  The  Co- 
fi«nche  women  are,  as  in  many  other  wild  tribes,  the  slaves  of  their  lords, 
^  it  is  a  common  practice  for  their  husbands  to  lend  or  sell  them  to  a 
*itof  for  one,  two,  or  three  days  at  a  time.  There  is  no  alternative  for 
*fi  women  but  to  submit,  as  their  husbands  do  not  hesitate,  in  case  of 
Obedience,  to  punish  them  by  cutting  off  an  ear  or  nose.  1  should  not 
^ne,  however,  that  they  would  often  be  subjected  to  this  degradation; 
*fj  if  we  may  judge  of  them  by  the  specimens  before  us,  they  are  the 
^t  repulsive- looking  objects  of  the  female  kind  on  earth — covered  with 
Bthand  dirt,  their  hair  cut  close  to  the  head,  and  features  ugly  in  the 
^nae.  No  one  would  ever  imagine  that  they  belonged  to  the  same 
*Nes  as  the  Anglo-Saxon  women.  They  have  several  Mexicans  (slaves) 
jjK>ng  them  which  they  liave  kidnapped.  They  make  use  of  the  boys  to 
Kid  their  animals,  and  the  women  for  wives.  Those  who  visited  us  this 
"torning  were  armed  with  the  bow,  quiver,  and  shield,  and  they  gave  us 
li  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  force  with  which  they  can  throw  the 
*^w.  As  we  were  about  to  slaughter  an  ox,  one  of  the  Indians  requested 
^^se  his  bow  for  that  purpose,  and  approached  to  within  abount  twenty 
Ns  of  the  animals,  strained  his  bow  to  the  full  extent,  and  let  fly  an 
JJW|w,  which  buried  itself  in  the  vitals  of  the  oix,  passing  through  and 
"^king  two  ribs  in  its  course.  It  is  thus  that  they  kill  the  buffalo,  upon 
*bich  these  Indians  (who  are  called  the  upper  Comanches,  or  "  buffalo 
^rs")  mainly  depend  for  a  subsistence. 

They  renewed  their  professions  ©f  friendship  to  us  and  all  Americans. 
Jiecieyed  their  assurances  with  the  semblance  of  coiifidence — neverthe- 
^)  did  not  on  that  account  exercise  any  less  vi^lance  in  the  care  of  our 
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animals;  for  these  fellows  make  their  living  by  robbing  the  Mexicans  of 
their  horses  and  mules,  and  disposing  of  such  as  they  do  not  require  to 
the  traders  who  come  among  them. 

The  wealth  of  the  Comanches  consists  entirely  in  these  animals.  They 
serve  them  to  ride,  carry  their  burdens,  traffic,  and  for  food  when  no  other 
animals  can  be  found.  Many  among  them  own  from  fifty  to  two  hundred 
horses  and  mules;  and  that  man  who  has  only  twenty  is  regarded  as  a 
poor  man.  It  is  considered  a  great  accomplishment  to  be  able  to  steal 
horses  successfully,  and  those  who  excel  in  this  are  the  most  highly  hon- 
ored in  the  tribe. 

The  band  near  us,  consisting  of  about  300  souls,  have  2,500  horses 
and  mules — many  of  them  fine  animals;  and  they  generally  have  the 
Mexican  brand  upon  them.  They  require  much  care  and  attention,  as 
they  are  herded  upon  the  open  prairies,  and  never  receive  any  other  food 
than  that  which  the  grass  furnishes.  Their  details  of  herdsmen  are  made 
daily,  with  as  much  regularity  and  system  as  the  guard  details  at  a  mili- 
tary post.  Their  animals  are  divided  into  separate  herds  of  about  160 
each,  and  are  guarded  night  and  day  with  the  strictest  vigilance  and 
attention.  In  the  summer,  these  Indians  follow  the  buffalo  as  far  north 
as  Arkansas  river,  returning  in  the  autunm  to  the  south  as  fer  as  the  head- 
waters of  the  Brazos  and  Colorado,  where  they  find  the  grama,  mezqnite, 
and  buffalo  grasses.  These,  remaining  green  during  the  winter,  afford 
pasturage  for  their  animals  until  the  following  spring,  when  they  return 
again  to  the  north.  Thus  they  migrate  back  and  forth.  They  plant  no 
corn,  and  their  otily  food  is  meat  and  a  few  wild  plants  that  grow  upon 
the  prairies. 

One  of  the  gendemen  of  the  Fort  Smith  company  lost  a  horse  last 
night,  and,  learning  he  had  been  seen  at  the  Comanche  camp,  went  foi* 
him,  but,  on  his  arrival,  was  told  that  he  had  not  been  there.  The  chief 
was  in  our  camp  at  the  time,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  until  his 
return  home,  when  he  required  the  horse  to  be  delivered  to  him  by  a 
young  man  who  had  taken  him,  and  brought  him  back  to  me,  ten  miles, 
saying  that  he  was  our  firiend,  and  would  not  suffer  us  to  be  wronged  by 
any  of  his  band.  This  evidence  of  his  sincerity  went  further  to  convince 
me  of  his  good  faith  than  all  he  had  said  or  done  before,  and  I  did  not 
suffer  him  to  go  away  unrewarded.  I  have  now  no  doubt  but  the  Co- 
manches, seeing  such  numbers  of  whites  passing  through  their  country, 
are  satisfied  that  they  are  not  able  to  cope  with  us,  and  that  their  best 
policy  is  to  remain  at  peace. 

I  had  a  talk  with  them  to-day,  in  which  I  told  them  that  their  Great 
Father,  the  President,  having  such  a  multitude  of  white  children  in  the 
country  towards  the  east  that  there  was  not  room  sufficient  for  all  of  them, 
had  purchased  another  country  far  towards  the  setting  sun,  and  that  he 
was  now  sending,  and  would  continue  to  send,  many  of  his  children 
through  their  country  to  occupy  the  new  purchase.  Bie  hoped  an<l  ex- 
pected the  Comanches  would  not  molest  these  people  in  their  journey 
through  their  country,  but  would  take  them  by  the  hand,  and  treat  them 
as  friends  and  brothers.  That  General  Arbuckle  (their  father  at  Fort 
Smith)  remembered  well  the  treaty  he  had  made  with  Ta-ba-guee-ua  and 
other  chiefe  of  the  Comanches  at  Fort  Holmes,  in  1834,  wherein  they  • 
stipulated  that  our  people  should  be  allowed  a  free  and  uninterrupted  pas- 
sage through  their  country.    That  he  hoped  they  had  not  forgotten  it. 
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cd  he  had  sent  them  some  pipes  and  tobacco  to  smoke  in  remembrance 
oi  t}ie  same. 

The  chief  replied,  that  the  talk  was  good;  it  did  not  go  into  one  ear 
and  pass  out  of  the  other,  but  sank  deep  into  his  heart  and  would  remain 
there  alwavs.  That  he  was  a  firm  friend  to  Americans,  and  should  treat 
Ihem  kindly  wherever  and  whenever  he  met  them.  He  was  not  one  of 
those  who  took  a  friend  by  the  hand  and  let  him  go  whenever  It  suited 
his  purposes^  but  that  he  held  him  fast,  and  remained  true  and  sincere. 
He  also  stated  that  he  had  recently  paid  a  visit  to  the  Indian  agent  at  Bent's 
Port,  had  held  a  ''talk"  with  him,  and  liked  all  the  agent  had  said,  ex- 
cept two  things— one  of  which  was,  that  our  government  would  not  suffer 
the  Comanches  to  commit  further  depredations  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
pioTince  of  Chihuahua,  or  other  parts  of  Mexico;  the  other,  that  they 
would  he  required  to  give  up  all  Mexican  prisoners  now  in  their  posses- 
sion. These  two  things,  he  said,  gave  him  much  pain.  After  he  con- 
daded,  I  made  him  a  present  of  tobacco  and  pipes,  and  some  fresh  beef, 
and  they  departed  well  pleased. 

June  20. — Our  march  has  been  along  one  to  day,  as  we  passed  no  water 
after  leaving  the  head  of  the  creek  upon  which  we  encamped  last  night. 
We  are  here  upon  the  "Laguna  Colorado, *'  where  the  Texans  were  taken 
prisoners.  Although  there  is  but  little  water  above  the  surface  in  the  bed 
rf  the  iaguna,  yet,  by  digging  about  three  feet,  we  found  the  greatest 
abundance.  Our  camp  is  on  the  left  of  the  road,  near  the  timber,  with  a 
plain  trail  leading  to  it.     Grass  good. 

June  21. — Mx^x  marching  seven  miles  this  morning  through  a  grove  of 
cedars^  Tve  crossed  an  arroyo  with  many  large  pools  of  water,  about  400 
yards  to  the  right  of  the  road,  where  there  is  good  camping  ground,  with 
dmber  and  grass. 

At  our  camp  to-night  we  are  seventeen  miles  from  our  last  encampment 
upon  Pajirato  creed,  a  branch  of  the  Canadian.  It  is  a  good  camping 
pbce;  and  should  travellers  pass  over  this  road  towards  Fort  Smith  in  a 
ray  dry  season,  I  would  recommend  them  to  encamp  here,  and  the  fol- 
bwing  day  at  the  large  pools  I  have  spoken  of  as  seven  miles  from  our 
last  camp,  as  there  is  a  greater  quantity  of  water  at  that  place  than  where 
re  encamped  upon  the  Laguna  Colorado.  They  would  then  be  able  to 
drive  to  the  head  of  the  creek,  where  wg  met  the  Comanches,  the  follow- 
ing day. 

June  22. — We  travelled  over  a  smooth  dry  prairie  to-day  for  thirteen 
miles,  and  encamped  upon  ^'Gallenos  creek,''  an  affluent  of  the  Rio  Pe- 
cos. Here  we  had  good  water,  with  some  cottonwood  upon  the  creek, 
but  the  grass  is  short,  the  Mexicans  having  recently  made  this  a  pasture 
pound  for  large  flocks  of  sheep.  We  have  passed  many  high  sandstone 
liiUs  on  each  side  of  our  road  to-day,  and  we  have  seen  far  off  in  the  dis- 
tance the  northwest  mountains,  with  their  tops  covered  with  snow.  The 
couDtry  in  this  vicinity  is  a  miserably  sandy  plain,  and  fit  for  no  other 
purpose  l)Ut  for  grazing  sheep. 

June  23. — Our  road  passed  for  fifteen  miles  over  a  very  high  rolling 
prairie,  with  detached  rocky  hills  upon  our  right,  running  off  towards  the 
Canadian,  until  we  reached  the  principal  branch  of  the  Qallenos  creek;  a 
line  running  stream,  with  a  rock  bed,  and  fifty  yards  wide.  Nine  miles 
fiom  here  there  is  a  spring  of  cold  water;  and  at  this  place  the  road  forks, 
the  right  leading  to  San  Miguel,  the  left  to  Anton  Chico.    We  took  the 
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latter,  and  reached  the  Pecos  before  night,  making  a  drive  of  thirty-one 
miles.  This  was  the  first  settlement  we  had  seen  since  leaving  Edwards' 
trading-honse;  and  we  were  much  delighted  to  see  houses  and  cultivated 
fields  once  more. 

Anton  Chicois  a  town  of  about  five  hundred  inhabitants,  situated  upon 
the  west  bank  of  the  Rio  Pecos,  built  (as  all  towns  in  New  Mexico  are) 
of  ^'adobes,''  or  unburnt  blocks  of  clay,  and  looks  at  a  distance  like 
many  piles  of  unburnt  bricks.  The  inhabitants  raise  corn,  wheat,  onions, 
beans,  and  peas,  upon  which  they  subsist. 

June2i. — After  our  long  march  of  yesterday,  I  determined  to  remain 
here  to-day,  and  rest  our  animals.  This  is  St.  John's  day,  and  with  the 
Mexicans  a  gala  day,  in  which  they  all  congregate,  for  the  purpose  of 
running  horses,  fighting  chickens,  dancing,  and  a  variety  of  other 
amusements,  in  w^hich  they  all  participate  with  real  hearty  good  will. 
In  the  evening  I  visited  a  fandango  for  a  few  minutes,  where  1  saw  the 
Mexicans  in  their  favorite  national  amiisement,  the  dance;  and  1  was 
much  surprised  to  see  with  what  ease  and  grace  a  "peon,"  who  is  de- 
graded to  a  condition  worse  than  slavery,  and  is  constantly  employed  in 
the  lowest  kind  of  menial  services,  would  hand  his  signorita  to  the  floor 
to  engage  in  a  gallopade  or  waltz.     They  are  really  very  graceful. 

Juuk  25. — From  all  I  could  learn  at  Anton  Chico  relative  to  the  road 
to  Santa  Fe,  1  inferred  that  the  one  passing  through  Galleno  was  the 
shortest  and  best.  I  therefore  took  this  in  preference  to  the  San  Miguel 
route.  After  crosi^ng  the  Pecos,  which  we  here  found  a  very  rapid 
stream  of  one  hundred  feet  wide  and  two  feet  deep,  we  travelled  over  a 
well-beaten  wagon  road  for  fifteen  miles,  when  we  came  opposite  a  beau- 
tiful little  town  on  the  Pecos,  called  "Questa."  As  the  main  road  does 
not  pass  in  sight  of  the  town,  I  took  a  trail  which  can  be  easily  travelled 
with  wagons,  and  rode  out  until  I  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  came  upon 
the  crest  of  a  bluif  terminating  the  high  plain.  Here,  a  most  magnificent 
view  presented  itself  as  I  stood  upon  the  top  of  the  almost  perpendicular 
cliff  bordering  the  7alley  of  the  Pecos,  and  one  thousand  feet  above  it:  I 
could  see  the  valley  up  and  down  the  river  for  several  miles.  It  is  here 
about  one  mile  wide,  and  shut  in  with  immense  walls  of  lime  and  sand- 
stone. Casting  my  eyes  down  from  this  giddy  height,  a  magnificent 
carpet  of  cultivated  fields  of  wheat,  corn,  and  other  grains  was  spread 
out  direct  beneath  me,  with  the  beautiful  little  river  winding  quietly 
and  gracefully  tlirough  the  centre j  this,  together  with  the  Mexicans  in 
their  broad-brimmed  sombreros  and  strangely  shaped  costume,  plodding 

Suietly  along  behind  their  ploughs  and  "carretas,"  and  the  "Sierras 
•lancos,"  covered  with  perpetual  snow,  and  glistening  in  the  distance 
like  burnished  silver  as  the  sun  shone  upon  them,  formed  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  landscapes  that  it  is  possible  to  conceive  of.  The  town  of 
Questa  is  upon  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  and  has  about  eight  hun- 
dred inhabitants.  I  called  at  the  house  of  the  alcalde,  but  unfortunately 
he  was  absent.  "El  Signora,"  however,  gave  me  a  dinner,  and  did  the 
honors  of  hostess  with  much  hospitality  and  grace;  and  I  am  indebted 
to  her  for  a  most  capital  repast.  I  would  advise  those  who  pass  over 
this  road  in  future  to  turn  firom  the  main  road  about  two  miles  before  ar- 
riving opposite  here,  and  encamp  at  the  place  where  the  road  strikes  the 
top  of  the  bluffs.    They  will  here  have  grass  and  wood,  and  can  drive 
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tkeir  animals  down  into  the  valley  for  water.    Our  camp  is  ten  miles 
iiom  Questa,  ai  a  pool  where  we  expected  to  have  found  water. 

June  26. — This  has  been  the  longest  day's  march  we  have  made  since 
leaving  Fort  Smith,  (33f  miles.)  Twelve  miles  from  our  last  camp  we 
passed  several  lagunas  or  ponds,  where  we  watered  our  animals,  and 
gave  them  two  hours'  rest.  At  this  place  there  are  two  roads — the  left 
goes  to  Albuquerque,  the  right  to  Santa  Fe.  Taking  the  latter,  it  led  us 
over  a  very  hard  prairie  until  we  reached  Gallestia. 

Jme  27. — This  town  is  situated  on  a  creek  which  rises  in  the  mount- 
ains near  by,  and  runs  through  a  dry  plain  into  the  Rio  del  Norte  at  San 
Domingo.  VVe  found  a  large  encampment  of  emigrants  here,  recruiting 
their  auinialS)  laying  in  their  supplies  of  provisions,  and  making  prepara- 
tioDs  for  their  outward  journey  to  California. 

They  bring  their  teams  to  this  place  to  graze;  audit  is  the  nearest  point 
to  Sauta  Fe  where  they  can  find  grass.  They  then  visit  Santa  Fe,  make 
their  purchases,  and  return. 

From  this  place  to  Santa  Fe  there  are  two  roads.  We  started  out  in 
the  evening,  arul  took  the  right  hand  after  passing  the  point  of  the  mount- 
ain near  ihe  town,  and  travelled  nine  miles,  encamping  in  a  ravine 
nulling  down  from  the  mountain^  found  the  grass  here  short,  as  it  is 
ewrywhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Santa  Fe. 

June  28. — Continuing  up  the  ravine  this  morning,  we  struck  the  Inde- 
pendence road  at  the  top  of  the  mountain,  and  from  here  continued  in  it 
Wilil  we  reached  Santa  Fe,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

The  geological  formation  of  the  country  changed  the  moment  we  entered 
te  Independence  road.  Up  to  this  time  we  had  seen  no  primitive  rocks, 
tat  now  our  road  wound  through  the  '^canons"  of  the  mountains,  bor- 
dered by  chffs  composed  of  huge  masses  of  granite,  until  we  arrived 
vithin  five  miles  of  Santa  Fe;  from  here  to  the  town  the  country  is  a 
nccession  of  barren  hills,  covered  in  places  with  a  growth  of  dwarf 
cedars,  destitute  of  grass  and  totally  unfit  for  cultivation. 

The  route  we  have  travelled  over  from  Fort  Smith  to  Santa  Fe,  as 
B^asured  with  the  chain,  is  819^  miles;  and,  for  so  long  a  distance,  I 
kave  never  passed  over  a  country  where  wagons  could  fnove  along  with 
te  much  ease  and  facility,  without  the  expenditure  of  any  labor  in  making 
a  road,  as  upon  this  route.  Our  course  being  altogether  upon  the  south 
ade  of  the  Canadian,  and  generally  upon  the  ridges  dividing  the  tributa- 
lies  of  that  river  from  those  of  Red  river  and  the  Washita,  until  we  reached 
tfie  grand  prairie,  we  were  not  obliged  to  cross  any  large  streams,  and  but 
few  ravines  or  gullies.  After  passing  beyond  ihe  head  of  the  Washita 
we  found  the  plains  approached  and  continued  near  the  Canadian;  con- 
sequently all  the  streams  flowing  into  it  were  short  and  small,  thereby 
afibiding  water  sufficient  for  the  traveller's  purposes,  but  not  presenting 
any  obstacle  to  his  progress. 

The  general  course  of  the  Canadian,  along  our  route,  is  east  and  west; 
and  as  iSanta  Fe  is  almost  due  west  from  Fort  Smith — the  latitude  of  the 
fcnner  being  N.  35°  44'  6",  of  the  latter  about  N.  35^  20'— this  makes  our 
mute  very  direct  between  the  two  points.  The  country  lying  between 
ibe  two  meridians  of  Fort  Smith  and  Santa  Fe  is  intersected  by  a  narrow 
kelt  of  timbered  land,  running  from  north  of  the  Canadian  to  the  southern 
part  of  Texas,  and  varying  from  ten  to  thirty  miles  in  width.  This, 
bordering  the  great  western  plains,  forms  the  boundary  line  between  the 
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MToodlands  and  prairies.  That  portion  of  the  country  lying  east  of  this  id 
generally  a  rich  and  fertile  soil,  varied  by  lawns  and  woodlands,  abound- 
ing with  a  multitude  of  beautiful  streams  and  rivulets,  and  in  every  respect 
well  adapted  to  cultivation;  whereas,  on  the  west,  it  is  an  ocean  of  barren 
prairie,  with  but  here  and  there  a  feeble  stream  and  a  few  solitary  trees. 

It  would  seem  as  if  the  Creator  had  designed  this  as  an  immense  natural 
barrier,  beyond  which  agriculturists  should  not  pass— leaving  the  great 
prairies  for  the  ravage  to  roam  over  at  will. 

There  are  no  ranges  of  mountains  to  cross  over  on  our  road,  and  but 
few  hills  of  any  magnitude;  and  these  could  in  most  cases  be  avoided  en- 
tirely by  passing  aironnd  them,  or  their  slopes  made  very  gradual  and 
easy.    Generally,  the  face  of  the  country  is  extremely  uniform  and  smooth. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  the  opinion,  that  but  few  localities  could  be  found 
upon  the  continent  which  (for  as  great  a  distance)  would  present  as  few 
obstacles  to  the  construction  of  a  railway  as  upon  this  route.  It  is  true 
that,  upon  the  western  extremity,  there  is  but  little  timber  except  cotton- 
wood;  but,  in  many  places  destitute  of  timber,  there  are  large  quarries  of 
lime  and  sandstone,  whose  divisional  structures  are  so  perfectly  smooth 
and  uniform  that  the  masses  could  easily  be  wrought  into  shape,  and  in 
many  cases  made  use  of  as  substitutes  for  timber.  The  surface  of  the 
ground  is  generally  so  perfectly  even  and  level  that  but  little  labor  would 
be  required  to  grade  the  road;  and,  as  thereare  but  few  hills  or  ravines, 
there  would  not  be  much  excavation  or  embankment. 
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Immediately  after  our  arrival  at  Santa  Fe  I  sent  our  mules  to  Tocolote, 
about  sixty  miles  off,  to  recruit.  This  was  said  to  be  the  nearest  and  best 
place  for  grazing  in  the  vicinity  of  Santa  Fe.  I  made  arrangements  also 
to  have  them  fed  with  corn  while  they  were  at  the  grazing  camp,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  in  a  condition  to  travel  and  make  the  return  march  at 
as  early  a  period  as  possible.  They  were,  however,  in  such  poor  condi* 
tion  when  we  reached  Santa^Fe,  that  it  required  six  weeks'  rest  before  I 
considered  them  sufficiently  recruited  to  perform  the  journey  back. 

In  the  mean  time,  during  our  stay  in  New  Mexico,  Lieutenant  Buford, 
with  the  dragoons  of  my  command',  was  ordered  to  "James,"  (seventy 
miles,)  upon  an  expedition  against  the  "Navajo  Indians,*'  who  had  been 
committing  depredations  in  that  quarter,  and  was  absent  about  three 
weeks  upon  this  service.  Lieutenant  Harrison  and  Dr.  Rogers  were  also 
fat  (heir  lequest)  assigned  to  duty  with  a  detachment  sent  out  on  an  expe- 
dition against  the  Apaches,  under  Major  Steen,  and  marched  about  six 
hundred  miles  through  the  country  south  of  Santa  Fe,  while  I  remjuned 
with  the  infantry  portion  of  my  command  as  the  only  garrison  of  Santa 
Fe. 

I  made  inquiries  relative  to  the  practicability  of  finding  a  wagon  route 
from  a  point  south  of  Santa  Fe,  upon  the  Rio  del  Norte,  crossing  the  Rio 
Pecos  and  striking  in  an  easterly  course  to  the  headwaters  of  Red  river, 
or  the  Brazos,  and  from  thence  back  to  Fort  Smith;  but,  as  the  country 
lying  east  and  adjacent  to  the  Rio  del  Norte  is  for  the  most  part  infested 
by  Apaches  and  other  hostile  Indians,  I  found  but  few  Mexicans  who 
knew  anything  about  the  country,  and  these  were  unwilling  to  act  as 
ffuides  and  return  home  alone  through  the  Indian  country.  I,  however, 
K>un<i,  a  Comanche  Indian  living  at  San  Miguel  who  was  born  and  raised 
directly  in  the  country  over  which  we  desired  to  pass,  and  was  perfectlv 
familiar  with  almost  every  stream  and  water-hole  upon  the  prairies,  u 
was  his  opinion  that  wagons  could  pass  without  difficulty  from  a  point  ol 
the  Rio  Grande  called  "Joya  de  Cibaletta,"  about  one  hundred  and  fifly 
miles  below  Santa  Fe,  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Colorado,  crossing  the 
Pecos  at  a  grove  of  timber  called  ^'Bosque  Redondo,"  about  seventy-five 
miles  below  Anton  Chico.  Upon  this  route  he  stated  that  he  could  take 
the  wagon  train  from  Santa  Fe  to  the  head  of  the  Colorado  in  one  month, 
and  would  insure  water  for  the  mules  every  night.  He  furthermore 
stated  that  there  were  but  three  places  where  the  Llano  Estacado,  or 
Staked  Plain,  which  extends  four  hundred  miles  from  north  to  south  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Rio  Pecos,  could  be  crossed,  on  account  of  the  scarcity 
of  water;  one  of  them  was  north  of  the  "Joyade  Cibaletta,"  and  another 
nearly  opposite  El  Paso.  As  all  the  California  emigrants,  after  their  ar- 
rival  at  Santa  Fe,  are  obliged  to  turn  and  go  down  the  Rio  Grande  (some 
three  hundred  miles)  to  Cooke's  route,  before  they  can  find  a  wagon 
road  through  the  mountains  west  of  the  river,  it  occurred  to  me,  that 
if  there  was  a  practicable  route  from  that  point  to  Fort  Smith,  it  would 
ahorten  the  distance  to  California  very  much;  and  as  several  parties  ol 
emigrants  had  reached  El  Paso  from  Texas,  I  was  satisfied  I  could  go 
through,  and  I  employed  the  Comanche  guide  and  determined  to  return 
by  the  southern  route.  Previous  to  our  departure  Lieutenant  Sacketthad 
been  promoted  to  the  company  to  which  the  dragoon  portion  of  the  escort 
belonged,  and  Lieutenant  Buford  having  been  promoted  to  a  company  star 
tioned  in  California^  they  were  transferred  by  order  of  the  commanding 
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oEeerat  Santa  Fe.  These,  with  the  exception  of  one  man  left  sick  at 
SiBta  Fe,  were  the  only  changes  in  the  command  from  the  time  we  left 
Fort  Smith. 

Prom  Santa  Pe  we  struck  the  Rio  Grande  at  Algodones,  and  followed 
the  road  down  the  east  bank  of  the  nver  until  we  reached  Pra  Cristobal 
oa  the  evening  of  the  25th  of  August. 

At  this  point  the  bluffs  of  the  mountains  approach  near  the  river,  and 
lender  it  nececsary  to  keep  to  the  left  across  a  large  bend,  where  in  a  dry 
season  there  is  no  water,  until  reaching  the  river  again;  this  is  the  com- 
meDcementof  the  *<Journado  del  Muerto." 

Leaving  Pra  Cristobal  at  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  and 
passing  up  through  a  canon  out  of  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande,  we  en- 
toed  the  dreary  plain  of  the  Journado,  and  marched  to  the  "Laguna  del 
Maerto,"  a  distance  of  26 J  miles  by  the  viameter.  Although  there  ii 
Mmetimes  water  in  the  Laguna  for  several  days  after  a  rain,  yet,  when  we 
ttrived,  the  bed  was  perfectly  dry.  We  had,  however,  filled  our  water 
IJMels  at  the  river,  and  the  men  did  not  suffer.  After  resting  our  animals 
»od  giving  them  time  to  graze,  we  again  started  forward,  and  marched  to 
Ptoiilo  or  "Point  of  Rwjks,"  28^  miles.  Here  we  found  rain-water 
standing  in  pools,  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

On  the  28th,  after  marching  23|  miles,  we  reached  the  river  again  at 
tie  southern  extremity  of  the  Journado,  making  the  entire  distance  across 
ffce  desert  77 J  miles.  The  road  passes  over  a  very  high  and  level  plain, 
is  perfectly  firm  and  smooth,  and  is  generally  travelled  (when  there  is  no 
*«ter)  in  two  nights  and  one  day  with  loaded  wagons.  As  this  is  upon 
tkemain  and  only  road  from  Santa  Pe  to  El  Paso,  and  has  been  travelled 
fcrmany  years  by  the  inhabitants  of  New  Mexico,  I  presume  there  is  no 
^ of  avoiding  it.  We  found  the  grass  good,  and  a  small  growth  of 
s^bby  brush,  which  answered  very  well  to  cook  with;  but  there  were 
DO  trees  or  other  vegetation,  except  several  varieties  of  the  cactus  and 
pimetto. 

Dpon  both  sides  of  the  road  there  were  detached  mountains  in  sight 
JJftstantly,  and  one  near  which  we  passed  soon  after  leaving  Pra  Cristo- 
1*1  was  composed  entirely  of  large  masses  of  dark  basalt  thrown  together 
«*sely  into  an  immense  hill  or  mountain  of  some  five  hundred  feet  high. 

On  the  29th  we  reached  Dona  Ana,  a  town  upon  the  east  bank  of  the 
Jfc  Grande,  sixty  miles  above  El  Paso,  of  300  inhabitants,  principally 
^licans,  who  raise  corn,  wheat,  onions,  beans,  and  grapes,  and  depend 
"*  a  subsistence  almost  entirely  upon  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  They  are 
^liged  here,  as  in  all  places  in  New  Mexico,  to  irrigate,  as  without  this 
f«  soil  would  produce  nothing.  The  only  available  land  is,  therefore, 
t>th6  valley,  where  water  can  be  carried  in  canals  or  ditches  from  the 
tRer. 

This  is  a  new  town,  settled  by  men  from  El  Paso  some  ten  years  since, 
^i  until  it  was  garrisoned  by  a  part  of  a  company  of  United  State* 
^ps,  was  frequently  visited  by  those  brigands  of  the  mountains,  ^Hhe 
Apaches,'*  who  were  in  the  habit  of  coming  down  from  their  mountain 
!I*^t3,  stampeding  and  driving  off  cattle  and  horses,  and  before  the 
*xican3  were  aware  of  their  proximity,  were  out  of  reach  again  in  the 
^^iiiains. 

These  Indians  are  perfectly  lawless,  savage,  and  brave,  and  having 
"^  allowed  to  roam  the  country  at  will^  and  comniit  depredations  upon 
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the  Mexicans  for  so  long  a  time,  it  will  require  a  very  severe  lesson  Id 
teach  them  that  we  are  masters  in  New  Mexico.  Bein^  a  numerous  tribe^ 
and  commanded  as  they  are  by  an  ambitions  chieflam  by  the  name  of 
"Gomez,"  who  has  received  a  Spanish  education  in  Mexico,  and  being 
entirely  dependant  upon  plunder  for  a  subsistence,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  they  are  destined  to  give  us  much  anoyance  and  trouble  before  they 
are  subdued. 

Dona  Ana  being  but  fifteen  miles  below  San  Diego,  (the  point  upon  the 
Rio  Grande  where  Colonel  Cook's  road  leaves  the  river,)  and  the  only 
town  within  seventy  miles,  I  was  anxious  to  find  the  shortest  practicable 
wagon  road  from  here  to  Port  Smith.  I  therefore  made  inquiries  relative 
to  the  country  between  here  and  the  Rio  Picos,  but  found  that  this  part 
of  the  country  was  almost  wholly  unknown  to  the  Mexicans,  as  (although 
they  are  great  travellers)  it  is  seldom  that  they  can  be  induced  to  venture 
far  into  the  Apache  "range."  I  found  one  man,  however,  who  stated 
that  he  knew  the  country  for  fifty  miles  east  of  Dona  Ana,  and,  upon 
condition  that  I  would  deposite  the  amount  he  was  to  receive  with  the 
commanding  officer  for  the  benefit  of  his  family  in  case  he  should  be 
killed  in  returning,  he  would  consent  to  accompany  us  thaf  distance.  I 
accordingly  engaged  him,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  September 
lefl>  Dona  Ana,  taking  a  course  N.  81^  E.  towards  a  gap  in  the  Organ 
range,  called  San  Augustine  Pass.  Our  road  passed  to  the  left  of  the 
high  Organ  peaks  by  a  gradual  ascent  for  fifteen  miles  until  we  reached 
the  gap,  which  was  low,  and  the  passage  smooth  and  easy.  Prom  here 
we  passed  around  to  the  south  for  four  miles  under  the  base  of  the  mount- 
ain, where  we  encamped  at  a  spring,  and  found  fine  grama  grass.  The 
Organ  range  of  mountains  takes  its  name  firom  the  supposed  similarity 
of  the  high-pofhted  peaks  to  the  pipes  of  an  organ.  They  are  a  trap 
formation,  and  somewhat  columnar  in  their  structure,  with  the  columns 
standing  vertically?  and  in  some  cases  rising  to  the  height  of  a  thousand 
feet,  and  terminating  in  sharp  points. 

Upon  the  lower  part  of  the  mountain  there  is  good  pitch-pine  timber, 
but  no  other  wood  except  a  species  of  small  oak.  Prom  our  present  posi* 
tion  we  can  see  the  Sacramento  mountains  very  distinctly  across  a  level 
plain  to  the  east.  They  do  not  appear  to  be  at  a  greater  distance  than 
eight  or  ten  miles  from  us,  but  our  guide  informs  me  they  are  forty  miles 
off;  this  illusion  is  often  experienced  in  New  Mexico,  and  I  can  only 
account  for  it  by  the  remarkable  purity  and  transparency  of  the  atmo- 
sphere, which  enables  the  eye  to  penetrate  far,  and  to  discern  objects 
distinctiy. 

September  2. — Continuing  along  under  the  base  of  the  Organ  mount- 
ains, we  struck  the  road  from  El  Paso  to  the  Salt  lakes  at  about  three  miles 
fromV)ur  camp  of  last  night,  and  followed  this  for  three  miles  further  to  a 
spring  which  rises  in  the  mountain,  and  runs  down  a  ravine  upon  which 
we  are  encamped,  to  the  road. 

This  is  called  the."Ojode  Solado,"  and  has  an  abundant  supply  of 
water  at  its  source,  but  sometimes  it  is  absorbed  by  the  sand  before  it 
reaches  the  road,  and  it  is  then  necessary  to  send  to  the  foot  of  the 
mountain  for  water,  as  we  cannot  drive  wagons  nearer  than  the  road. 

The  Sacramento  mountains  are  in  sight  to-night,  and  the  two  ranges, 
"Organ"  and  *'Sacramento,"  nin  nearly  parallel  from  north  to  south, 
and  fiom  thirty  to  forty  miles  apart.    The  intervening  valley  is  flat  and 
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sndj,  and  has  no  water  upon  it.  As  we  had  to  cross  this  valley,  wepro- 
nded  ourselves  with  a  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  the  men,  and  on  the  > 
morning  of  the  3d  September  left  camp,  and  following  the  Salt  road  for 
about  four  miles,  struck  in  a  direct  line  for  *'Waco  mountains,'^  which 
can  be  seen  from  our  last  camp,  and  where  we  were  told  by  the  guide  we 
should  find  water.  As  the  road  was  somewhat  sai^y  and  we  had  to 
makea  new  track,  our  progress  was  necessarily  slow.  After  travelling 
«ghteen  miles  we  halted  at  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  giving  the  men  time 
to  deep,  and  the  animals  to  graze  and  rest,  when  we  were  again  in  mo- 
tion, and  reached  the  Waco  mountains  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  4th  of 
September,  making  the  entire  distance  from  the  Solado  spring  to  this  place 
37,^  miles,  about  seven  miles  greater  than  the  estimate  of  our  guide. 

The  manner  in  which  the  Mexican  traders  make  these  long  stages 
without  wrfler  (and  I  believe  it  to  be  the  best)  is,  before  starting,  to  graze 
Aeii animals  fiom  morning  until  about  3  p.m.,  give  them  all  the  water 
they  will  drink,  then  harness  and  start  them  immediately,  and  drive  until 
4 o'clock  the  next  morning,  when  they  stop  three  hours  to  graze  while 
Aedew  is.  on  the  grass,  and  drive  until  it  becomes  hot  towards  the  mid- 
^of  the  day;  they  then  make  another  halt  until  5  o'clock  in  the  eve- 
Mfig,  when  they  start  again  and  push  through  to  the  water.  In  this  way 
%,  sixty,  or  seventy  miles  can  be  made  with  loaded  mule  or  ox  wagons 
ifi  the  hottest  weather  of  the  summer.  The  Journado  del  Muerto  is  77 
jDiles in  length;  yet  it  is  travelled  during  the  whole  year  with  heavily 
Wed  teams.  After  these  long  drives,  animals  should  be  allowed  a  day 
<*two  to  rest  and  recruit. 

Our  present  enaampment  is  but  thirty  miles  from  El  Paso,  and  our 
?'wle  informs  me  that  the  road  is  not  so  sandy  as  the  one  we  have  passed 
^i  but  our  route  is  about  thirty  miles  nearer  from  this  point  to  Dona 
^>  than  to  go  the  El  Paso  road.  There  is  a  plain  wagon  road  from 
"^  to  El  Paso.  We  found  a  great  abundance  of  good  water  in  an  im- 
JJ^se  tank  up  a  ravine  on  the  South  mountain.  This  is  a  hiige  deep 
**in,  scooped  out  of  the  solid  rock  with  great  symmetry  and  regularity, 
^  of  sufficient  capacitj'  to  contain  several  hundred  gallons  of  water, 
"calso  found  sufficient  water  for  our  animals  in  the  ravine.  The  road 
P'sses  between  the  two  mountains,  which  approach  within  a  few  rods  of 
^h  other,  leaving  a  level  pass,  bordered  by  immense  ledges  of  rocks, 
^loding  out  in  bold  relief  directly  over  the  road.  The  rocks  composing 
tfle  mountains  are  large  masses  of  dark-gray  sandstone,  thrown  up  in  the 
^^^  disorder  and  conftision,  leaving  numerous  holes  and  cavenis, 
^ich  have  often  served  the  Apaches  as  hiding  places. 

^y  remained  at  this  place  on  the  6th,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  6rh, 
•^ing  an  early  start,  crossed  a  plain  in  an  easterly  direction  towards  the 
^th  base  of  the  "Cierra  Alto,"  which  is  about  1,600  feet  high,  and  can 
"^seen  for  many  miles  around.  Here  we  entered  a  canon,  which 
p^ghtus  by  a  very  easy  and  gradual  slope,  of  about  three  miles,  to  high 
^•'ftlmesaor  plain,  directly  at  the  southeastern  base  ^the  mountain, 
-^in  this  point  we  would  see  the  Sierra  del  Alamo,  in  a  direction  north 
'^east,  and  to  this  our  road  led  us  over  a  firm  prairie,  a  distance  of  22J 

^The  Sierra  del  Alamo  is  a  mountain  of  gray  sandstone,  mixed  with 

'"Wrock,  about  1 ,00t)  feet  high,  and  stands  out  alone  upon  the  flat  prairie. 

On  the  north  side,  about  300  yards  from  the  road,  is  a  spring  near  three 
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eotton-wood  tiees^  with  an  Indian  trail  leading  to  it.    The  spot  cannot  be 
mistaken  9  as  there  are  no  cotton- wood  trees  anywhere  else  in  the  vicinity. 

Our  road  to-day,  with  the  exception  of  one  place  in  the  canon,  was 
capital,  passing  over  a  prairie  perfecdy  hard  and  smooth. 

Along  the  whole  ^ourse  of  the  road  from  Dona  Ana  here,  there  has 
been  a  most  luxuriant  growth  of  grama  grass  of  several  different  kinds, 
and  we  find  sufficient  fuel  for  camping  purposes  at  all  places. 

September  7. — We  passed  around  the  north  base  of  the  "Cierra"  this 
morning,  when  we  came  in  sight  of  the  rugged  top  of  the  ^^Comudas," 
in  a  direction  N.  72^  E.;  from  here  our  road  was  over  the  gravelly  mesa^ 
and  perfectly  good  forSf  miles,  which  brought  us  to  the  **Comudas.'* 
This  is  another  of  those  inamense  piles  of  loose  rocks,  which,  rising  up 
almost  perpendicularly  to  the  height  of  500  feet  out  of  the  Iwl  gravelly 
plain,  and  utterly  denuded  of  vegetation,  presents  a  most  strange  and  pic- 
turesque appearance,  very  different  from  any  scenery  we  meet  with  in  the 
settled  parts  of  the  United  States.  Upon  the  east  side  of  the  "Comudas"^ 
there  is  an  arched  entrance  into  a  large  cavern  which  is  lighted  from  above, 
and  in  this  we  found  a  well  fifteen  feet  deep,  filled  to  the  top  with  beauti- 
fully pure  water;  besides  this  we  found  water  sufficient  for  our  animab 
in  tanks  on  the  west  side  of  the  hill. 

Our  guide  informed  us  that  this  is  a  favorite  place  of  resort  fi>r  the 
Apaches,  who  come  here  when  travellers  are  seen  approaching,  hide  them- 
selves  in  the  caverns  of  the  mountains,  and  rob  them  of  their  horses,  and 
cautioned  us  to  be  upon  our  guard  on  our  arrival,  as  they  might  be  in  the 
midst  of  our  animals  before  aware  of  their  presence:  we,  have,  however, 
seen  none  of  them. 

The  geological  formation  of  this  mountain  is  different  from  any  we 
have  passed  before,  being  a  dark  coarse  granite  or  gneiss,  with  a  small 
proportion  of  feldspar,  and  the  mica  predominating.  All  the  other  rocks 
we  have  seen  before,  between  this  place  and  the  mountains  at  Santa  Fe^ 
have  been  secondary. 

September  8. — Our  road  to-day  led  us  around  the  east  side  of  the  f^omu- 
das,  to  the  north  end,  where  we  turned  almost  due  east,  and  travelled  to- 
wards the  southern  peak  of  a  high  range  of  mountains  called  the  ^'Sierra 
Guadalupe."  For  the  first  five  miles  we  passed  directly  at  the  foot  of  a 
low  range  of  hills  running  northeast  and  southwest,  after  leaving  which 
we  struck  out  upon  the  high  prairie,  and  found  the  road  most  excellent 
the  entire  distance  to  the  Ojo  del  Cuerbo,  or  Crow  Spring.  The  spring  is 
upon  the  open  plain,  and  contains  a  large  supply  of  water  at  all  seasons; 
and^  although  it  is  sulphurous,  yet  animals  are  very  fond  of  it,  and  we 
found  it  to  answer,  in  the  absence  of  better,  for  drinking  and  cooking. 

Two  miles  from  here  our  road  crossed  the  dry  bed  of  the  outlet  to  the 
Salt  lakes  some  twenty  miles  south  of  this;  there  was  a  thin,  white  in- 
crustation of  salt  over  the  bed  of  the  stream.  Vegetation  has  been  of  the 
same  character  to-day  as  heretofore,  and  the  grama  grass  growing  every- 
where upon  the  road."'  Our  march  has  been  26  miles,  but  the  road  so 
good  that  our  animals  did  not  suffer,  and  we  reached  camp  early. 

September  9. — Our  course  this  morning,  after  leaving  the  Ojo  del 
Cuerbo,  was  south  49°  east,  bearing  directly  for  the  peak  of  the  Guada- 
lupe, until  we  arrived  nearly  opposite  to  it  on  the  west  side;  we  then  con- 
tinued past  it,  gradually  turning  to  the  left  around  the  hills  at  the  base 
until  we  reached  a  rocky  ravine  which  led  us  directly  up  to  the  foot  of 
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the  towering  cliff  of  the  peak.  We  encamped  near  the  head  of  the  ravine, 
Trhere  there  is  a  spring  about  200  yards  north  of  the  road,  and  good  grass. 
Animals  must  be  driven  up  the  ravine  to  the  water,  as  the  wagons  cannot 
pass  further  than  the  tiim  of  the  road. 

We  had  a  good  road  to-day,  with  the  exception  of  four  miles  of  sand, 
and  made  twenty-three  and  one-twentieth  miles. 

The  Guadalupe  range  of  mountains  terminates  at  this  place  in  an  im- 
mense perpendicular  bluff  of  light- colored  sandstone,  which  rises  to  the 

I   enormous  height  of  nearly  two  thousand  feet,  and  runs  off  to  the  north- 

'  east  towards  the  Pecos.  On  the  south  of  the  peak  there  is  a  range  of 
bloffs  about  two  hundred  feet  high,  running  from  north  to  south  across 
om  course ,  and  over  which  we  have  to  pass .  A*  about  ten  or  twelve  miles 
wnth  of  here  this  bluff  appears  to  termmate;  but  ao  we  can  pass  up  with- 

'    out  difficulty  at  this  place,  we  shall  not  go  out  of  our  course  to  avoid  it. 

(  Sqdember  10. — We  remained  in  camp  to-day  until  aboul  3  oclock  p. 
in.,vhen,  getting  our  wagon  train  up  the  hill,  we  found  ourselves  upon 
Teiyhigh  rolling  table  land,  which  our  guide  says  descends  from  here  to 
the  Pecos  river.  As  we  have  been  continually  ascending  from  the  Rio 
Gande  to  this  point,  we  are  therefore  now  upon  the  summit  level  of  the 
two  streams.  As  it  rained  most  of  the  afternoon,  we  only  made  a  short 
march  of  four  miles,  passing  in  a  northeast  direction  around  und^r  (he 
iDoaDtains,  and  encamped  in  a  ravine  which  runs  down  through  a  large 
gnre  of  pine  timber  from  a  gap  in  the  Guadalupe  mountains;  there  is  a 
i&e  spring  three  hundred  yards  to  the  west  of  the  road,  which  affords  an 
skindant  supply  of  water. 

The  mountains  are  covered  on  the  eastern  side  with  groves  of  large 
fine  trees;  and  as  this  is  the  only  kind  of  timber  fit  for  building  in  the 
country,  it  may  some  day  be  useful.  We  have  also  seen  a  species  of  cedar 
with  the  bark  resembling  that  of  the  oak,  and  very  different  from  any  we 
lave  ever  seen  before. 
There  are  many  varieties  of  the  cactus  and  palmettos  about  the  mount- 
ftns,  and  we  have  this  evening  for  the  first  time,  seen  the  maguev  plant, 
rtich  constitutes  almost  the  only  vegetable  food  that  the  Apaches  and 
»iithern  Comanches  get  for  a  great  portion  of  the  year.  They  prepare  it 
^y  boiling  it  until  it  is  soft,  then  mash  it  into  a  pa^,  and  I  am  told  that 
ft  this  form  it  makes  a  very  palatable,  nutritious  food. 
The  Guadalupe  is  the  last  of  the  mountains  between  the  Rio  Grande 
*nd  the  Pecos.  It  appears  there  are  three  distinct  ranges  of  mountains 
iR^versing  the  country  east  of  El  Paso  in  a  north  and  south  direction: 
*^e  first  the  Organ  range,  twenty  miles  east  of  the  Rio  Grande;  thirty  miles 
*oni  this  the  Sacramento,  the  continuation  of  which,  about  fifty  miles 
•orth  of  Dona  Ana,  is  called  the  ^<  Sierra  Blanco,*'  and  has  perpetual 
^pw  upon  its  summit;  from  thence  it  extends  on  to  near  Santa  re.  The 
4ifd  is  the  range  of  the  Guadalupe,  fifty  miles  east  of  the  second. 

These  wild  and  rocky  mountain  ranges  are  the  places  where  several 
•Dimals  resort  that  are  to  be  met  with  nowhere  else.  The  grizzly  bear  (the 
^^l  formidable  animal  of  the  continent)  finds  a  lurking  place  in  the  caverns 
^i  thickets,  and  feeds  upon  the  wild  fruit  that  abounds  here.  The  big- 
^•^j  or  Cimarron,  is  also  seen  skipping  playfully  from  rock  to  rock  upon 
«^e  narrow  overhanging  crags,  and  cropping  the  short  herbage  which 
P^ys  upon  them:  these,  with  the  black- tailed  deer,  are  almost  the  only 
^mals  found  upon  these  mountains.    One  of  the  latter  was  killed  this 
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evening,  and  we  found  it  very  similar  to  the  common  fallow  deer  of  the. 
States,  but  much  larger. 

There  are  but  few  varieties  of  birds  upon  the  prairies:  we  have,  how- 
ever, seen  quails  at  all  places  we  have  been,  and  occasionally  a  few  plover 
and  English  snipe. 

Sept^nber  11. — As  our  animals  were  somewhat  jaded  from  the  long 
marches  we  have  made  for  a  few  days  past,  and  as  we  had  a  long  journey 
before  us,  I  remained  in  our  camp  of  last  night  until  after  dinner  to  give 
them  rest,  when  we  moved  forward  over  a  good  road  to  Independence 
spring,  five  miles. 

Here  we  found  two  large  springs  of  pure  cold  water,  which  boil  up  Irom 
the  ground  and  run  off  in  a  stream  about  the  size  of  a  barrel,  with  a  great 
supply  of  oak  wood  and  grama  grass  near,  rendering  it  a  most  derirable 
place  for  encamping. 

The  country  from  the  base  of  the  mountains  to  this  place^is  rolling,  and 
the  soil  good. 

The  peak  of  Guadalupe,  and  the  general  oudine  of  the  chain,  can  be 
seen  from  here,  and  it  appears  to  be  impossible  to  pass  through  it  with 
wagons  anywhere  north  of  our  route;  and  as  the  defile  is  near  the  peak, 
which  can  be  seen  for  many  miles  around,  it  is  a  good  landmark. 

About  twelve  miles  south  of  this  are  several  salt  lakes,  which  our  guide 
informed  me  had  been  formerly  resorted  to  by  the  Mexicans  for  salt ;  but 
that  since  the  Indians  had  become  hostile,  they  did  not  venture  to  go 
there.  The  salt  is  deposited  in  a  pure  state  upon  the  bed  of  the  lake, 
about  six  inches  in  thickness;  and  when  the  water  becomes  low  and 
recedes  from  high-water  mark,  it  can  be  shoveled  up  in  large  quantities. 
The  Salt  lake  north  of  El  Paso  is  of  the  same  character,  and  furnishes  all 
the  salt  that  is  consumed  in  New  Mexico  and  several  of  the  States  of  south- 
em  Mexico.  From  specimens  that  I  saw,  I  should  imagine  it  to  be  pure 
chloride  of  sodium,  with  a  very  strong  saline  taste,  and  equal  to  the  best 
Turk's. island  salt. 

As  it  rained  nearly  all  day  to-day,  the  12th  September,  we  did  not 
move.  • 

On  the  1 3th  we  started  forward  again,  and  travelled  over  a  hard  roll- 
ing prairie,  passing  iMPy  round  symmetrical  mounds  on  each  side  of 
the  road,  until  we  reacned  the  Ojo  de  San  Martin,  at  the  head  of  the 
Delaware  creek,  our  average  course  being  south  83*^  east,  and  the  dis- 
tance travelled  15^  miles. 

The  mounds,  were  standing  isolated  and  detached  from  the  other  hills 
around,  and  were  as  regularly  symmetrical  as  they  could  have  been  made 
by  art,  being  composed  of  an  alternate  strata  of  lime  and  sandstone  lying 
horizontally  upon  each  other  in  thin  plates  like  slate,  and  receding  in  ter- 
races from  the  base  to  the  top,  the  shape  in  all  cases  being  conical,  and 
almost  as  round  as  if  cut  out  for  a  monument.  We  noticed  one  with  a 
cap  upon  the  top,  in  the  form  of  an  inverted  plate,  which,  from  its  pe- 
culiar shape,  the  Mexicans  call  *^  centirula." 

We  saw  a  fresh  Apache  trail  crossing  our  road  to-day,  and,  as  they  are 
probably  hovering  about  us  for  no  good  purpose,  I  shall  see  that  our 
animals  are  guarded  with  great  care.  Our  custom  has  been  to  herd  them 
during  the  day  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  camp;  at  night  the  mules 
are  driven  into  a  "corral,"  formed  with  the  wagons  arranged  in  a  circle, 
and  the  horses  picketed  together  near  the  tents  of  the  men,  with  senti- 
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neb  walkiDg  among  them  constantly.  In  this  way  I  think  we  shall  • 
baffle  Messieurs  "Los  Apaches,"  notwithstanding  they  have  thereputa- 
tian  of  being  the  most  expert  and  boldest  horse  thieves  in  the  west. 
They  have  often  had  the  impertinence  to  enter  the  Mexican  towns  in 
open  daylight,  drive  oflf  animals,  and  take  women  and  children  prisoners, 
beibie  the  faces  of  the  soldiers  stationed  there;  indeed,  they  are  as  invet- 
erate freebooters  as  can  be  found  on  earth. 

There  are  several  springs  at  this  place,  the  waters  of  which  unite  and 
fcfm  the  Delaware  creek.  One  of  them,  the  Ojo  de  San  Martin,  bursts 
out  of  a  solid  limestone  rock  in  a  volume  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  drive 
auoidinary  saw-mill  at  the  fountain-head,  and  is  as  pure,  sweet  water 
Mle?er  drank. 

Above  this  there  are  several  others  possessing  different  mineral  proper- 
ties. One  is  highly  charged  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  tastes 
very  much  like  the  Kentucky  "Blue  Eick  water."  Another  is  decidedly 
ehalybeate,  and  a  third  is  strongly  sulphurous,  leaving  a  thick  incrusta- 
tioB  of  sulphur  upon  the  rocks  for  many  yards  from  the  source. 

These  unite  in  one  common  outlet,  and  the  amalgamation  is  far  from 
pbisaot  to  the  taste. 

is  it  not  within  the  scope  of  probabilities  that  these  springs  may  be 
inod  to  possess  valuable  medicinal  properties,  and  that  this  place  may 
ytt  (and  at  no  very  distant  period)  become  a  place  of  fashionable  resort 
frthe  "upper-ten-thousand"  of  New  Mexico?  The  climate  here  is  de- 
li^tful,  the  atmosphere  perfectly  elastic  and  pure,  and  the  temperature 
Wiiform  and  delicious;  then,  may  not  an  invalid  derive  as  much  benefit 
■ithis  place" as  at  Saratoga  or  any  other  of  our  watering  places? 

There  is  but  Uttle  wood  near  here,  except  some  small  mezquite  bushes 
wd  a  species  of  dwarf  live-oak,  which  answers  very  well  for  fuel.  I  also 
noticed  yesterday  a  tree  which  is  spoken  of  by  a  writer  in  California  as 
Wug  frequently  seen  there.  It  resembles  the  box- wood  in  some  respects, 
pmng  in  clusters  or  bunches,  with  a  similar  leaf,  but  appears  to  shed 
ittbark  (which  is  very  thin  and  tough)  annually.  At  this  season,  when 
^old  bark  is  off,  the  stock  and  branches  have  more  the  appearance  of 
1^  limbs  of  a  person,  both  in  color  and  texture,  than  of  a  tree,  the  exte- 
^  being  a  most  beautiful  flesh-color.  It  produces  a  fruit  which  is  eaten 
I?  the  Indians. 

September  14. — Our  course  to-day  has  been  north  83°  east,  down  the 
Wt  baiik  of  the  creek,  crossing  over  a  tract  of  poor  soil  covered  in  places 
^ith  white  decomposed  gypsum.  We  touched  the  creek  at  but  one  place, 
^til  we  arrived  at  our  present  camp.  This  is  upon  a  high  sandy  bluff 
Itonlering  the  creek. 

We  found  the  stream  at  this  point  literally  alive  with  a  multitude  of 
»hiand  in  a  very  short  time  we  caught  enough  to  supply  the  whole  corn- 
ed. Among  other  kinds,  we  caught  a  white  bass  that  I  have  never 
•^n  anywhere  before,  and  found  it  very  excellent. 

Prorn  our  last  camp  to  where  we  struck  the  creek  was  6^V  Q^il^s,  and 
™i  there  to  this  place  5|  miles. 

September  15. — We  continued  down  the  creek  to-day  in  a  course  north 
P°  east  for  9J^  miles,  crossed  and  encamped  on  the  south  bank.  We 
'^ve  passed  over  a  country  similar  to  that  of  yesterday,  being  poor  soil, 
flo  limber,  and  covered  with  decomposed  gypsum.    The  grama  grass  is 
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very  large  and  abandant  along  the  valley  of  the  stream^  and  affords  ex- 
cellent pasturage  for  our  animals. 

•September  16. — ^Leaving  the  Delaware  creek  this  morning,  we  struck 
out  upon  the  prairie  in  a  course  south  64^  3V  east,  and,  after  travellintt 
nine  miles,  came  in  sight  of  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Pecos.  Our  course  led 
us  down  the  stream  six  miles  further,  where  we  descended  from  the  high 
lands  into  a  sandy  bottom,  and  encamped  upon  the  river.  The  stream  is 
here  about  thirty  yards  wide,  very  sinuous,  rapid,  and  deep,  with  high 
clay  banks.  I  understand  that  it  receives  a  very  considerable  tributary 
some  fifty  miles  above  here,  called  the  "Sacramento  river,"  rising  in  the 
chain  of  mountains  of  that  name;  and  this  is  said  by  the  Mexicans  to  have 
upon  its  borders  the  most  beautiful  valley  of  lawns  and  woodlands  of  any 
streams  known  in  New  Mexico.  They  express  their  admiration  of  it  by 
the  word  *4inda,"  which,  I  believcj^  signifies  super-excellent;  yet,  as  it  is 
in  the  heart  of  the  Apache  "range,"  it  has  never  been  settled. 

Our  Comanche  guide  informs  me  this  evening  that  1  cannot,  as  I 
desired,  go  directly  from  this  point  to  the  head  of  the  Colorado  or  Brazos, 
as  no  man  (not  even  an  Indian)  ever  undertakes  to  cross  the  "Llano 
Estacado"  opposite  here.  He  states  .that  it  is  eight  days'  travel  firomhere 
to  "Bosque  Redondo,"  where  the  route  from  the  "Joya  de  Cibaletta" 
crosses  the  Pecos,  and  about  sixty  miles  to  where  the  other  route  crosses 
near  the  southern  terminus  of  the  Llano  Estacado.  We  are,  therefore, 
obliged  to  follow  down  this  stream  until  we  find  we  can  with  safely  turn 
east. 

S^tember  17. — We  continued  down  the  Pecos  this  morning  for  four 
and  a  half  miles,  where  there  is  a  rapid,  with  good  rock  bottom;  and  heie 
we  could  have  forded  the  stream,  there  being  but  three  feet  water  in  the 
channel.  I,  however,  conchided,  as  the  banks  required  some  digging, 
to  make  a  good  passage  for  the  wagons,  that  I  would  continue  down  the 
valley  and  search  for  a  better  crossing.  After  marching  six  miles  further, 
we  encamped  again  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river.  Here  we  found  the 
finest  and  most  luxuriant  grama  grass  we  had  seen,  with  mezquite  wood. 
The  water  of  the  Pecos  is  slightly  brackish, but  we  used  it  without  incon- 
venience. 

September  18. — Keeping  down  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  we  found 
the  valley  covered  in  many  places  with  a  growth  of  small  mezquite  trees, 
and  in  these  we  saw  for  the  first  time  since  leaving  the  Rio  Grande  the 
white-tailed  or  common  deer  of  the  States.  Our  course  was  S.  68"^  7'  E.; 
distance  travelled  13J  miles.  The  soil  in  the  river  bottom  has  been  clay, 
covered  with  a' heavy  grama  grass,  and  the  stream  very  crooked,  with  per- 
pendicular banks  from  three  to  twenty  feet  high.  Along  its  whole  course 
the  water  is  muddy,  resembling  the  water  of  the  Rio  Grande.  There  is  a 
total  absence  of  anything  like  timber  on  its  banks,  and  a  stranger  would 
not  expect  to  find  a  water-course  in  approaching  it  until  he  was  directly 
upon  it,  so  much  does  it  appear  like  other  places  upon  the  surrounding 
prairies.  The  course  of  the  river  runs  so  much  nearer  the  direction  1 
wish  to  travel  than  I  had  been  led  to  believe  from  the  maps  of  the  coun- 
try, that  I  shall  continue  down  for  some  days  further  before  turning  east. 

September  19. — Our  road  continued  in  the  valley  of  the  river,  touching 
it  occasionally,  and  cutting  off  the  large  bends,  where  it  could  be  done, 
until  we  reached  a  high  bank  at  13^  miles  from  our  last  camp;  here  we 
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hand  good  wood  and  grass,  and  encamped.  The  soil  has  been  of  a 
dayey  nature  to-day,  but  very  soft  and  rich;  no  timber  except  small  mez- 
qoite  bushes,  which  answer  very  well  for  fuel.  The  roaa  through  the 
bottom  where  we  have  travelled  to  day  will  be  muddy  after  heavy  rains, 
but  at  such  times  travellers  can  keep  back  upon  the  high  prairie  ridge. 

Ssptemb^  20. — Our  course  to-day  was  S.  8l<*  E.  for  15^8^  miles  along 
the  west  bank  of  the  river.  We  passed  a  small  salt  lake  upon  our  road, 
which  was  very  highly  saline;  with  this  exception,  the  features  of  the 
▼alley  were  similar  to  that  part  which  we  passed,  yesterday.  As  I  have 
not  been  able  to  find  another  ford  since  leaving  the  rapids,  I  have  con- 
cluded lo  endeavor  to  effect  a  crossing  at  this  place  to-morrow.  The  river 
from  the  rapids  here  is  very  rapid,  deep,  and  narrow,  with  high  vertical 
banks  of  soft  clay. 

Sspiember  21. — I  was  obliged  to  resort  to  one  of  those  expedients  which 
necessity  often  forces  travellers  in  this  wild  country  to  put  in  practice;  and 
that  was,  to  invent  and  construct  a  substitute  for  a  ferry-boat  to  transport 
our  men  and  baggage  across  the  river.  This  I  did  by  taking  one  of  our 
wagon  beds  and  placing  six  empty  barrels  in  it,  lashing  them  down  firmly 
with  ropes,  and  tying  one  on  each  outside,  opposite  the  centre.  I  then 
attached  a  long  stout  rope  to  each  end  of  the  bed,  and  placed  it  bottom  up 
is  the  water;  a  man  then  swam  the  river  with  the  end  of  a  small  cord  in 
his  mouth,  and  to  the  end  of  this  was  tied  one  of  the  ropes  of  the  wagon, 
which  he  pulled  across  and  made  fast  to  a  stake  upon  the  opposite  bank. 
Some  men  then  took  passage  upon  the  inverted  wagon  boats,  and  the 
current  carried  it  to  other  shore,  the  rope  attached  to  the  stake  preventing 
it  from  going  down  the  stream  further  than  its  length.  The  boat  was 
then  drawn  back  by  men  for  another  load,  and  in  this  manner  we  crossed 
wr  men  and  baggage  in  a  short  time.  We'  could  transport  2,000  pounds 
of  freight  at  one  load,  perfectly  dry.  Our  wagons  were  then  lashed  fisist 
to  the  axles,  with  ropes  tied  to  each  end,  when  they  were  pushed  into 
the  river  and  hauled  across.  There  were  fifteen  feet  of  water  where  we 
crossed.  As  the  current  ran  rapidly  and  the  banks  were  muddy  and 
steep,  I  was  fearful  that  our  mules  would  not  make  the  passage.  I  there- 
fote  tied  a  rope  to  the  neck  of  each  one  and  pulled  them  across. 

September  ^. — ^This  morning  we  made  a  march  of  nine  miles  down 
near  the  left  bank  of  the  river  in  a  direction  N.  82°  E.,  where  we  struck 
a  narrow  laguna,  or  lake,  which  we  followed  for  about  two  miles,  and 
encamped  near  the  southern  extremity.  The  soil  has  been  a  rich  loam, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  would  prove  very  productive.  There  has  been  a 
chain  of  sand  hills  in  sight  to-day,  running  from  north  to  south  across 
our  course,  about  twenty  miles  to  the  east  of  us,  (upon  the  Llano  Esta- 
cado,)  in  which  our  guide  informs  me  that  there  is  water,  but  that  we 
are  obliged  to  pass  over  a  sandy  road  for  some  fifteen  miles  to  get  through 
them.  I  have,  therefore,  determined  to  remain  at  this  place  until  I  can 
send  ahead  and  ascertain  whether  I  cannot  pass  to  the  south  of  them. 

September  23. — I  sent  out  Lieutenant  Sackett  ,with  an  escort  of  dra- 
goons, this  morning,  to  explore  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  the  sand 
hills,  and  shall  remain  here  until  to-morrow  evening,  by  which  time  I 
expect  to  learn  the  result  of  his  explorations. 

September  24. — After  filling  our  water  barrels,  and  giving  our  animals 
all  they  would  drink,  I  made  a  start  this  evening  at  two  o'clock,  and 
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travelled  ten  miles  in  a  direction  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  valley  of  the 
river.  Shortly  after  we  left  the  laguna,  an  express  returned  from  Lieu- 
tenant Sackett,  informing  me  that,  after,  making  a  thorough  examination 
of  the  range  of  sand  hills  for  about  forty  miles  south  of  our  couifee,  he 
was  of  the  opinion  that  there  was  no  place  within  that  distance  where 
they  could  be  crossed  with  wagons.  The  whole  surface  of  the  country 
in  that  direction  seemed  to  be  one  continuous  succession  of  white  sand 
hills,  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  feet  high,  in  which  his  horses  sunk  to 
their  knees  at  almost  every  step,  from  which  I  infer  that  the  route  indi- 
cated by  our  guide  is  the  only  one  in  the  vicinity  where  this  formidable 
obstacle  can  be  passed.  1  shall,  therefore,  take  a  direct  course  for  the 
pass  in  the  morning,  and  expect  to  reach  the  hills  during  the  day. 

September  25. — We  reached  the  sand  hills  this  afternoon,  about  two 
o*clock,  over  a  good  level  road,  except  about  four  miles  near  here,  which 
is  sandy,  making  the  distance  from  the  Pecos  twent-three  miles  and 
four-tenths.  There  is  a  great  abundance  of  good  water  at  several  places 
in  the  sand  hills,  but  it  is  necessary  to  drive  animals  to  it,  as  it  is  half  a 
jnile  from  the  road  and  wagons  cannot  pass  nearer.  There  is  a  trail 
leading  to  the  water  from  where  the  road  strikes  the  hills.  These  hills^ 
or  mounds,  present  a  most  singular  and  anomalous  feature  in  the  geology 
of  the  prairies.  They  extend  (so  fer  as  we  have  explored)  at  least  fifty 
miles  in  nearly  a  north  and  south  direction,  and  from  five  to  ten  miles 
east  and  west;  they  are  white  drift-sand  thrown  up  with  much  uniformity 
into  a  multitude  or  conical  hills,  destitute  of  soil,  trees,  or  herbage. 

In  following  up  the  trail  from  our  road  into  the  midst  of  this  ocean  of 
sand,  we  suddenly  came  upon  several  large,  deep  pools  of  pure  water — 
the  very  last  place  on  earth  .where  one  would  ever  think  of  looking  for  it. 
We  are  told  oy  our  guide  that  water  can  always  be  found  here  in  the 
dryest  season,  and,  judging  from  the  rushes  and  other  water  plants 
growing  in  the  ponds,  I  have  no  doubt  that  such  is  the  case. 

September^  26. — ^As  we  have  a  long  march  before  us  still,  and  as  the 
road  through  the  hills  is  sandy,  I  have  concluded  to  double  teams 
to-day,  and  send  on  one-half  of  the  wagons  to  the  last  watering  place, 
five  miles  from  here,  and  take  up 'the  remainder  to-morrow. 

September  27. — We  moved  up  to-day  with  the  wagons  that  were  left 
behind  yesterday,  and  found  the  water  at  this  place  equally  as  good  as 
at  the  other.  Although  there  are  but  two  particular  points  where  trails 
lead  from  the  road  to  water  in  the  hills,  yet  it  can  be  found  almost  any- 
where between  the  two  points  by  going  about  half  a  mile  to  the  east  of 
the  road,  among  the  highest  hills. 

Septemfier  28. — ^Eight  miles  of  sandy  road  which  we  passed  over  to- 
day brought  us  out  upon  the  hard  prairie  again.  Thus  the  entire  dis- 
tance from  where  we  first  encountered  the  sand  to  this  place  is  about 
seventeen  miles;  but  only  about  one-half  that  distance  is  bad,  and  this 
not  worse  than  some  parts  of  the  road  upon  the  Rio  Grande.  There  is 
good  grass  near  the  hills,  and  sufficient  wood  for  fuel. 

SeptemAer  29. — Leaving  the  sand  this  morning,  we  pushed  out  upon 
the  high  plain  of  the  Llano  Estacado,  not  knowing  whether  we  were  to 
find  water  before  we  reached  a  luguna  about  sixty  five  miles  distant.  As 
our  guide  had  passed  over  this  portion  of  the  road  but  once  before,  and 
then  in  a  hurry,  he  was  not  very  fiimiliai  with  the  localities.    I  therefore 
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lent  a  party  in  advance  to  search  for  water,  and  felt  some  anxiety  as  to 
the  result;  I  was  relieved,  however,  about  11  o'clock,  when  a  messenger 
returned  with  the  cheering  intelligence  that  the  party  had  found  a  large 

?mi  of  good  water  about  sixteen  miles  from  where  we  left  this  morning, 
his  good  news  appeared  to  inspire  our  men  and  animals  with  renewed 
Yigor.  From  the  cheerless  silence  of  the  last  two  hours,  the  aspect  of 
everything  changed  in  a  moment  to  humorous  jokes  and  boisterous  mer- 
riment. The  whips  were  heard  cracking  from  one  end  of  the  train '  to 
the  other^  and  the  jnules  appeared  to  move  along  with  more  ease  than 
before. 

From  the  sand  hills  our  road  followed  an  old  Comanche  trail  until  we 
turned  to  the  left,  two  miles  from  our  present  camp.  The  track  we  make 
isplain,  and  travellers  will  have  no  difficulty  in  following  it  to  the  water. 
We  are  near  two  ponds  in  the  prairie,  where,  judging  from  present  appear- 
ances, there  will  always  be  water  found,  except  in  the  dry  season;  the 
grass  is  good.  Our  course  from  the  sand  hills  is  N.  ST''  E.,  and  the  dis- 
tance fifteen  miles  and  three- tenths.    ^ 

S^tember  30. — In  consequence  of  the  hard  work  we  have  given  our 
pules  for  the  laest  four  days,  I  "lay  by"  to-day  to  give  them  rest  and 
pss,  after  the  long  journey  of  about  fifteen  hundred  miles  which  they 
Mve  made  from  Fort  Smith;  they  require  much  care  and  attention,  and 
it  causes  more  delay  than  is  agreeable;  but  there  is  no  alternative. 

October  1. — This  has  been  a  most  fetiguingday  to  me,  as  I  have  been 
suffering  for  the  last  five  days  with  an  attack  of  dysentery;  it  has  reduced 
me  to  such  a  weak  state  that  I  am  obliged  to  be  carried  in  a  wagon  in  a 
lying  poeture,  and  every  slight  jar  of  the  wagon  sends  the  most  acute  pain 
.through  my  whole  system. 

We  marched  seventeen  miles  in  a  course  N.  67®  E.  over  a  firm  high 
prairie,  and  are  encamped  near  a  pond  on  the  plain.  About  half-way  be- 
tween this  place  and  our  last  camp,  we  discovered  a  small  lake  about  one 
^aile  to  the  north  of  our  road,  where  it  is  thought  there  will  be  water  at 
*ll  seasons;  it  is  about  three  feet  deep,  covers  several  acres  of  ground,  and 
has  nishes  growmg  in  it.  There  are  also  numerous  trails  made  by  mus- 
t^s  leading  to  it,  showing  that  it  is  much  frequented  by  them;  and  as 
the  horse  requires  water  every  day,  he  would  not  probably  stay  at  a  place 
where  it  could  not  be  found  at  all  times.  This  lake  I  have  called  "Mus- 
taug  pond;"  and  as  it  is  situated  about  half-way  between  the  sand  hills 
and  the  laguna,  (which  is  ahead  of  us,)  I  conceive  it  to  be  very  import- 
ant for  travellers.  Nine  miles  from  our  last  camp,  there  is  another  feirge 
pond  about  half  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  I  have  driven  a  stake 
^  the  middle  of  the  road  opposite  to  it,  with  directions  written  upon  it 
how  to  find  the  pond;  this  is  a  mile  west  of  the  Mustang  pond.  By 
keeping  this  in  mind,  and  remembering  that  the  trails  in  the  vicinity  all 
concentrate  at  the  water,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  finding  it.  As  our 
^^  does  not  go  directly  to  the  pond,  and  as  there  is  much  sameness  in 
the  aspect  of  the  prairies  upon  the  Llano  Estacado,  persons  might  pass 
^is  place  without  finding  the  water,  unless  they  follow  the  directions 
pven  above. 

Octoicr  2. — We  marched  twenty-three  miles  to-day  in  a  course  N.  72*^ 
^E.,  which  brought  us  to  the  Laguna,  or  Salt  lake.  The  country  has 
"^n  similar  to  that  of  yesterday,  over  the  high  rolling  table  lands  of  the 
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Mesa,  with  no  wood  except  the  small  raezquite  brush.  The  water  in 
the  Laguna  is  brackish,  but  there  is  a  small  pond  south  of  the  road  where 
we  are  encamped,  which,  although  it  is  slightly  sulphurous,  is  not  un- 
palatable. 

Should  travellers  come  to  this  place,  on  their  way  to  New  Mexico,  in 
an  extremely  dry  season  of  the  year,  I  would  recommend  them  to  carry 
&om  here  in  their  wagons  a  supply  of  drinking  water  sufficient  for  two 
days,  as  this  would  last  them  until  they  reached  the  sand  hills,  if,  by 
any  accident,  they  did  not  discover  the  Mustang  pond. 

October  3. — Leaving  the  Salt  lake  this  morningj  our  bearing  was  N. 
71*^  E.  for  eight  miles,  where  we  reached  the  border  of  the  high  plain, 
and  descended  an  easy  slope  of  about  fifty  feet  to  a  bench  below;  here  we 
could  see  two  low  bluffs  in  the  direction  we  were  marching,  near  which 
our  guide  informed  us  we  could  find  a  fine  spring  of  water.  Fourteen 
and  a  half  miles' -travel  over  a  beautiful  road  brought  us  to  the  spring, 
which  we  found  flowing  from  a  deep  chasm  in  the  limestone  rocks  into 
an  immense  reservoir  of  some  fifty  feet  in  depth. 

This  appears  to  have  been  a  favorite  place  of  resort  for  the  Comanches, 
as  there  are  remains  of  lodges  in  every  direction;  indeed,  our  Comanche 
guide  tells  me  that  he  has  often  been  here  before,  ancf  that  there  was  a 
battle  fought  here  some  years  since  between  the  Pawnees  and  Coman- 
ches, in  which  his  brother  was  killed.  He  also  informs  me  that  there 
is  a  good  wagon  route  from  here  to  the  Rio  Pecos,  striking  it  some  seventy 
miles  lower  down  than  where  we  crossed,  keeping  entirely  to  the  south 
of  the  Llano  Estacado,  and  crossing  the  head  branches  of  the  Colorado. 

There  is  a  Comanche  trail  leading  over  this  route,  and  it  would,  un- 
doubtedly, be  the  best  between  this  point  and  Chihuahua,  as  it  is  nearer 
than  the  one  we  have  travelled,  with  no  sand  upon  it  and  an  abundance 
of  water. 

I  think  by  taking  the  trail  at  this  place  and  keeping  the  crest  of  the 
Llano  Estacado  on  the  right,  one  would  have  no  difficulty  in  getting 
through  to  the  plains  at  the  Chihuahua  crossing. 

The  mezquite  trees  are  becoming  larger  as  we  descend  from  the  high 
plain,  and  the  soil  better;  several  fossil  shells  of  the  muscle  species  were 
found  here. 

October  4. — We  left  the  ''Big  Spring"  to-day  at  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  and 
travelled  12J  mile  in  course  N.  43°  E.  to  a  spring  in  a  beautifiU  timbered 
valley,  with  excellent  grass.  The  spring  is  m  the  limestone  rocks  to  the 
south  of  the  road,  and  furnishes  a  good  supply  of  water.  It  is  a  tributary 
of  the  Concho.  We^have  passed  over  a  rolling  country  to-day,  covered 
with  mezquite  trees. 

October  6. — Our  course  to-day  was  N.  47^  28'  E.,  over  a  rolling  and 
rather  broken  country,  of  good  soil,  and  covered  on  each  side  with  large 
mezquite  trees. 

After  marching  11^  miles  we  encamped  in  an  extensive  bottom  or  flat, 
through  which  there  is  good  water  standing  in  pools  along  theJ[>ed  of  the 
stream,  and  a  great  abundance  of  the  finest  mezquite  grass.  Manueli 
our  Comanche  guide,  leaves  us  at  this  place,  and  returns  alone  through  a 
wild  Indian  country,  some  six  hundred  miles,  to  his  home  at  San  Miguel. 
He  strikes  directly  across  the  "Llano  Estacado'*  to  "Bosque  Redon do,** 
on  the  Rio  Pecos,  over  the  route  which  has  been  spoken  of  before  as 
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pssaUe  for  wagons.  He  expects  to  make  the  journey  in  fourteen  days, 
and  has  no  fear  but  what  he  shall  reach  home  in  safety.  I  have  found 
tern  a  man  of  much  more  than  ordinary  judgment  and  character;  and 
should  it  ever  become  necessary  to  make  an  examination  of  the  route  from 
hm  to  the  Bosque  Redondo,  and  thence  to  Joya  de  Cibaletta,  I  would 
bare  no  hesitation  in  recommending  him  as  the  best  guide  that  can  be 
fcond  in  New  Mexico. 

(ktuber  6. — For  about  eleven  miles  after  leaving  camp  this  morning, 
twrroad  passed  over  a  perfectly  flat  prairie,  covered  with  short  buffalo 
gnss,  and  through  a  continuous  dog  town  almost  the  entire  distance, 
we  then  struck  into  a  creek  bottom,  crossed  and  followed  down  about 
thiee  miles  to  its  junction  with  a  large  stream,  which  is  the  main  Red 
Poikof  the  Colorado,  or,  according  to  the  Comanche  nomenclature,  the 
Pash-a-ho-no.  We  found  this  a  stream  of  twenty  yards  in  width,  six 
laches  deep,  and  running  rapidly  over  a  rocky  bed;  the  water  has  a  red 
tifi^e,  and  is  slightly  saline.  The  banks  are  bold  and  rocky,  and  I  should 
iffl^ne  this  to  l)e  the  character  of  it  to  its  source  in  the  ^*LlanoEstacado.** 
Tteis  the  first  tributary  of  the  north  branch  of  the  Colorado  that  we 
bne crossed.  The  main  Rio  Colorado  has,  near  its  head,  two  principal 
tAotaries — the  Concho  and  the  Red  Fork;  all  others  are  affluents  of 
ft(5e  two. 

Tie  country  through  which  we  are  passing  now  is  becoming  much 
■we interesting  than  it  has  been;  there  is  some  timber  and  streams  of 
naning  water.  Our  camp  is  in  a  grove  of  mezquite  and  wild  china  trees 
opsnthe  bank  of  a  oreek  running  into  the  Pasha  ho-no. 

We  have  seen  wild  turkeys  upon  this  creek—the  first  since  leaving  the 
Kd  Grande.  Quails  and  meadow  larks  are  conitnon  everywhere  upon 
«rmute. 

OdfAer  7. — Lieutenant  Harrison  started  out  after  dinner  to-day  to  ex- 
*ne  a  ravine  two  miles  from  here,  and,  as  he  has  not  returned,  I  think 
fciDust  have  wandered  further  than  he  intended,  and  has  not  been  able 
fe reach  camp  before  dark.  I  have  had  our  cannon  fired,  and  if  he  is 
*hin  twenty  miles  of  us  he  will  be  likely  to  heat  it,  as  the  atmosphere 
^prfectly  still  and  clear.  Should  he  not  return  before  tomorrow  morn- 
i^l  shall  send  out  parties  to  search  for  him;  but,  as  he  is  a  good  woods- 
^,  I  ann  in  hopes  he  will  find  his  way  to  camp  alone. 

We  remained  in  camp  to  rest  our  men  and  animals,  intending  to  re- 
JBnie our  march  tomorrow. 

October  8.— This  has  been  a  most  melancholy  day  to  us.  As  Mr. 
fcnison  did  not  return  during  last  night,  I  concluded  that  he  might  have 
Income  lost  upon  the  prairies,  and  at  daylight  this  morning  I  had  another 
pn  fired,  in  order  that,  if  within  hearing,  he  might  take  the  direction  and 
Warn  to  camp.  I  also  sent  out  Lieutenant  Updegraff  and  Beaver  to  take 
4e track  of  his  horse,  follow  it  to  the  ravine,  and,  if  possible,  find  out 
^ere  he  had  gone;  besides  sending  several  parties  of  dragoons  in  differ- 
^  directions  in  search  of  hira.  In  the  course  of  two  hours  Lieutenant 
^egraff  returned,  and  stated  that  he  had  followed  the  track  about  one 
•ie  and  a  half  beyond  the  ravine,  where  it  appeared  Lieutenant  Harrison 
M  been  met  by  a  party  of  Indians,  and  gone  off  with  them  in  a  south- 
<n) direction.  I  immediately  ordered  Lieutenant  Sackett  to  take  all  our 
•ounied  force,  get  upon  the  trail  of  the  Indians,  and  follow  them  until 
k  overtook  them  and  recovered  lieutenant  H. 
Ex.— 14 
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Lieutenant  Sackett  followed  the  track  about  two  miles  from  where  he 
was  met  by  the  Indians,  to  a  small  branch  of  the  Colorado,  where,  to  hi» 
horror  and  astonishment,  he  suddenly  came  upon  the  murdered  and 
mangled  corpse  of  poor  Lieutenant  Harrison,  lying  down  among  the  roeks^ 
where  they  had  thrown  him,  scalped,  and  stripped  of  all  his  clothing. 
The  Indians  liad  then  struck  out  upon  (he  prairie,  and  set  off  at  fall  speed. 

These  facts  having  been  reported  to  me,  I  despatched  a  wagon  for  the 
body,  had  it  brought  to  our  new  camp,  (three  miles  from  that  of  last 
night,)  and  am  preparing  a  box,  in  which  I  nope  to  lake  it  to  Fori 
Washita, 

As  it  was  late  in  the  day  before  we  got  the  corpse  to  camp,  and  as  it 
was  impossible  to  follow  the  trail  after  night,  I  directed  Lieutenant  Sacketl 
to  postpone  his  departure  until  early  tomorrow  morning.  They  have 
already  had  sufficient  time  to  get  a  long  distance  from  us,  and,  as  our 
horses  are  mostly  jaded  and  poor,  I  have  not  much  expectation  of  his 
overtaking  the  murderers,  unless  they  have  gone  to  an  encampmeni  where 
there  are  women  and  children;  but,  from  the  course  they  have  travelled, 
and  their  manner  of  encamping,  Beaver  thinks  it  probable  that  he  may  he 
able  to  form  a  very  correct  idea  as  to  the  part  of  the  country  they  are 
making  for,  and  perhaps  tell  to  what  tribe  they  belong. 

There  are  several  circumstances  which  have  led  me  to  believe  that  the 
act  has  be^n  committed  by  a  party  of  Kioways.  There  has  been  a  large 
band  of  them  lurking  about  the  head  of  the  Rio  Concho  during  rhe  whole 
summer,  committing  depredations  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of 
Chihuahua;  and  it  is  but  a  short  time  since  they  stole  several  horses  from 
an  emigrating  party  fi^om  Louisiana  upon  this  same  stream. 

The  emigrants  followed  them,  but,  on  overtaking  them  and  not  finding 
their  animals,  determined  to  keep  them  prisoners  until  they  were  returned. 
This  resulted  in  an  encounter,  in  which  several  of  the  Indians  were 
killed,  and  among  them  their  chief.  Besides  this,  1  heard  of  two  other 
instances  where  Indians  of  this  same  tribe  have  committed  depredations 
upon  emigrants  on  the  northern  routes  to  New  Mexico. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  a  remnant  of  the  band  upon  the  Concho  may 
have  been  following  us  to  get  revenge  for  the  loss  of  their  chief.  If  so, 
they  have  taken  most  ample  compensation ;  for  a  better  young  officer,  or 
a  more  courteous,  amiable,  and  refined  gentleman,  never  lived.  He  was 
universally  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him:  his  kindness  of  heart  and 
gentleness  of  disposition  were  remarked  by  every  one. 

When  the  melancholy  news  reached  us  that  he  had  been  murdered, 
there  was  such  an  expiession  of  gloom  cast  over  the  command  as  I  have 
never  witnessed  before.  Old  soldiers  who  had  often  seen  their  comrades 
falling  by  their  sides  in  battle,  and  whose  hearts,  it  might  be  supposed, 
were  steeled  against  the  manifestation  of  what  some  might  consider  weak- 
ness, were  seen  to  turn  away  their  faces  to  conceal  their  tears.  They 
knew  that  in  his  death  they  lost  a  good  friend. 

October  9. — After  starting  Lieutenant  Sackett,  with  all  eur  mounted 
force,  in  pursuit  of  the  murderers,  1  moved  forward,  this  morning,  over  a* 
fine  rolling  country  of  prairies  and  timber,  with  good  soil,  and  in  many 
places  well  watered.  At  eleven  miles  we  passed  a  pond  in  which  there 
will  be  good  water  at  all  seasons.    At  nine  miles  from  this  we  struck  the 
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fet  affluent  of  the  Brazos,  (a  tributary  of  Clear  Pork,)  running  north. 
Althe  branches  of  the  Colorado  upon  our  route  run  south. 

Onr  camp  is  upon  the  creek,  where  we  have  good  grass  and  mezquite 
lOPd. 

Lieutenant  Sackett,  with  his  command,  returned  about  10  o'clock  this 
evening,  and  reports  that  he  took  the  trail  of  the  Indians,  and  followed  it 
fcrafew  miles,  when  he  came  to  a  sp^t  where  they  had  made  afire, 
oooked  meat,  and  departed  in  great  haste,  after  night,  leaving  a  pair  of 
new  moccasins,  a  lariat,  and  a  saddle,  from  which  we  infer  that  they  did 
not  know  we  were  so  near,  were  alarmed  at  hearing  our  gun,  and  left  im- 
mediately.  Their  course  from  here  was  almost  due  north  for  fifteen  miles, 
(Ae distance  he  followed  them.) 

fading  that  some  of  his  horses  were  failing,  one  giving  out  entirely, 
ad  the  Indians  far  ahead  upon  fresh  animals,  he  reluctantly  abandoned 
dxporsuit,  and  returned  to  camp. 

Beaver  pronounces  the  saddle  and  moccasins  the  same  kind  as  those 
asBd  by  the  Kioways;  and,  as  their  permanent  abiding  place  is  nearly  op- 
poHlethe  Antelope  buttes  between  the  Canadian  and  Arkansas,  thebear- 
iBjof  the  trail  would  lead  there.  These  are  additional  evidences  of  the 
onectness  of  my  first  suspicions. 

it  is  weH  knowr),  furthermore,  that  these  Indians  are  a  most  deceitful 
tti treacherous  race:  even  the  Comanches  will  not  trust  thern.  Lieu- 
Ham  Harrison  has  always,  in  the  goodness  of  his  heart,  had  great  con- 
fifcnce  in  the  effect  of  kind  and  hospitable  treatment  towards  ihe  Indians, 
ia order  to  secure  their  good  will;  and  has  often  been  heard  to  remark 
tta,  should  he  meet  with  a  party  of  Indians  when  alone  on  the  prairies, 
fe would  approach  and  greet  them  cordially.  He  was  well  anned  and 
noQQted;  and  it  is  thought  that,  if  he  had  made  the  attempt,  he  might 
pnsiblj^  have  reached  camp  unharmed. 

October  10. — Our  road  to-day  passed  over  a  very  level  plain,  mostly 
orened  with  mezquite  wood,  until  we  reached  this  place.  Our  course 
iisbeen  N.  62^  28'  E.;  and  the  distance  travelled  thirteen  miles. 

We  are  encamped  upon  the  same  stream  that  we  left  this  morning,  and 
Ittegood  water  standing  in  large  pools  where  our  road  crosses.  About 
iiiir  hundred  yards  below,  however,  there  are  salt  springs  nmning  inta 
Ae  creek,  which  renders  it  nauseous  and  unfit  for  use. 

We  passed  over  some  gypsum  rock  to-day,  near  a  small  creek,  and  henei^ 
^foond  the  water  bitter  and  unpalatable,  as  it  has  always  been  when  wa; 
hire  met  with  that  mineral. 

October  1 1 . — Leaving  camp  early  this  morning,  we  marched  about  tjuro^ 
ofa,  when  we  struck  a  piece  of  sandy  road  three  miles  in  extent;;  huti 
^  passed  over  it  without  difficulty,  and  had  a  most  capital  road  ffoau 
tk»e  to  our  camp. 

There  have  been  two  low  bald  mountains  in  sight,  about  ten  mil^s^tA^ 
tfe  Dorth,  nearly  all  day,  which  are  good  landmarks.     They  are  ugon  the- 
Ittd  of  the  Double  Mountain  fork  of  the  Brazos,  and  give  it  itssuame.^ 
We  have  been  travelling  throtigh  groves  of  mezquite  timber,  witht£^l)ieaur 
tibl  carpet  of  rich  grama  grass  underneath,  nearly  all  day. 

There  has  not  been  so  much  water  upon  our  road  as  usual  to-day,;.  W^^ 
bovever^  passed  one  pond,  where  we  obtained  sufficient  to  wattf  our  ani- 
•ftls.    At  our  camp,  we  are  upon  the  head  of  a  creek  whicbili>sUghtl]p 
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brackish,  but  is  drinkable,  and  our  animals  appear  to  be  more  fond  of  it 
than  of  sweet  water.  We  have  seen  several  fresh  Indian  trails  to-day, 
and  they  have  been  telegraphing  with  their  signal-fires  in  several  different 
directions.  One  was  about  twenty  five  miles  to  the  northeast  of  us,  in 
the  mountains  opposite  the  main  Brazos,  and  another  in  our  rear.  This 
is  a  method  by  which  they  communicate  to  each  oihei  intelligence  of  the 
approach  of  strangers,  and  various  other  facts  known  to  themselves. 

October  12. — Our  course  to-day  has  been  north  55®  cast,  and  our  road 
passing  over  a  rolling  prairie,  with  but  little  timber  for  the  first  seven 
miles,  when  we  came  upon  the  high  banks  of  the  Double  Mountain  fork 
of  the  Brazos,  or  "Tock-an-ho  no,''  as  the  Comanches  call  it.  Where 
we  struck  the  stream  it  was  fifty  yards  wide,  twelve  in  depth,  and  very  rapid, 
with  a  rocky  bed  at  one  place,  but  generally  quicksand.  We  did  not 
cross,  but  continued  to  the  south,  crossing  a  spring  branch,  and  passing 
over  as  beautiful  a  country  for  eight  miles  as  I  ever  beheld.  It  was  a 
perfectly  level  grassy  glade,  and  covered  with  a  growth  of  large  mezquite 
trees  at  uniform  distances,  standing  with  great  regularity,  and  presenting 
more  the  appearance  of  an  immense  peach  orchard  than  a  wilderness.  The 
grass  was  of  the  short  buffalo  variety,  and  as  uniform  and  even  as  new 
mown  meadow  J  and  the  soil  equally  as  rich,  and  very  similar  to  that  in 
the  Red  river  bottoms.  This,  together  ^lith  the  fact  of  its  being  well 
watered  with  small  spring  brooks,  gives  it  all  the  requisites  for  making 
beautiful  plantations  that  the  mo»t  fastidious  amateur  in  agriculture  could 
desire.     We  encamped  on  a  creek  to  the  south  of  ihe  road. 

October  13. — It  has  been  threatening  rain  for  the  last  four  days;  and 
this  morning,  as  we  had  everything  in  readiness  for  marching,  it  com- 
menced, and  continued  all  day,  accompanied  by  a  cold  north  wind.  We 
made  nine  miles  over  a  very  beautiful  country,  covered  with  mezquite 
trees,  and  intersected  with  numerous  small  spring  rivulets,  tributaries  of 
Ihe  Double  Mountain  fork  of  the  Brazos. 

We  encamped  on  one  of  these,  and  had  much  difiiculty  in  making  a 
£re,  as  everything  had  been  saturated  with  water.  Our  road  has  been 
heavy,  and  the  cold  **norther"  has  had  an  effect  upon  our  animals  which 
I  did  not  anticipate;  many  of  them  foiled  before  we  reached  camp,  five 
|[ave  out  entirely,  could  not  be  got  in,  and  died  during  the  day.  Three 
more  have  already  died  since  we  reached  camp,  and  I  very  much  fear,  if 
the  storm  does  not  abaie,  we  shall  lose  many  more  before  morning.  They 
are  principally  Mexican  mules,  raised  in  a  warm  climate,  and  could  not 
(in  the  low  state  of  flesh  they  are  now  in)  stand  cold  rains. 

October  14. — We  have  had  during  last  night  one  of  the  most  terrific 
storms  I  have  ever  witnessed  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life.  The  wind 
blew  a  perfect  tempest  from  the  north ,  and  it  appeared  as  if  the  whole  flood* 
gates  01  the  heavens  were  suddenly  opened,  and  the  accumulated  rains  of  a 
year  poured  out  in  torrents  for  fifteen  consecutive  hours  upon  us.  The 
whole  surface  of  the  earth  was  deluged;  even  upon  the  tops  of  the  hillg 
there  were  three  inches  of  water,  and  it  filled  every  ravine  and  hole  about 
us.  The  creek  upon  which  we  are  encamped  had  but  very  little  water 
in  it  last  night:  it  is  now  full  to  the  top  of  its  banks,  and  would  float  a 
steamboat. 

Our  poor  mules  have  suffered  severely  from  the  effects  of  the  storm,  and 
twenty-five  have  perished^.  I  trust,  however,  that  the  violence  of  the  stonn 
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ho  passed,  and  that  we  shall  be  enabled,  with  care,  to  presen'^e  the  re- 
mainder. I  have  had  several  of  our  wagon  covers  cut  up,  and  made 
blankets  to  cover  the  weakest  of  them.  We  cannot  move  from  here  until 
die  creeks  ma  down,  and  our  animals  recover  some  strength,  as  at  present 
many  of  them  are  but  barely  able  to  walk. 

We  have  now  remauiing  twenty  days'  rations,  which  would  have  Been 
moie  than  sufficient  to  serve  us  to  Fort  Washita;  but  the  storm  has' placed 
me  in  a  situation  which  could  not  have  been  anticipated,  and  I  have  re- 
duced the  allowance  of  flour  one  third,  to  provide  against  any  furthei  con- 
tifigencies. 

fteviotts  to  the  stonn,  we  were  moving  along  finely  at  the  rate  of  about 
siiteeu  miles  per  day,  and  our  mules  were  doing  as  well  as  coidd  be  exr 
pected;  but  the  loss  of  thirty-three  in  one  night  has  placed  a  very  serious 
obstacle  upon  our  movements,  and  I  am  obliged  to  leave  a  part  of  our 
vagoQs,  reduce  the  amount  of  our  baggage  as  much  as  possible,  and  en- 
dea?or  to  get  on  with  what  we  cannot  dispense  with,  after  the  ground  be- 
tooes  a  little  settled. 

I  have  fdt  the  most  lively  anxiety  for  our  mules  from  the  commence- 
BKDtof  the  journey,  knowing  that  our  progress  depended  entirely  upon 
4cin,  and  have  therefore  required  the  teamsters  to  pay  the  most  unre- 
Butting  attention  to  them;  but  it  appears  that  they  cannot  endure  one  of 
^  Weak  northers  upon  the  prairies. 

Our  oxen  did  not  suiFer  in  the  least  from  the  storm,  and  some  of  them 
bdotigiug  to  our  sutler,  that  were  very  lean  when  we  left  I>ona  Ana,  and 
b«Fe  hauled  very  heavy  loads  the  entire  journey  around  from  Fort  Smith, 
bive  been  improving  for  the  last  month,  while  our  mules,  with  lighter 
^,  have  been  failing  off.  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion,  after  the  ex* 
prience  I  have  had  with  different  kinds  of  cattle,  that  oxon  make  better 
.  teams  for  prairie  travelling  than  either  mules  or  horses,  In  the  very 
*^e8t  weather  of  summer,  over  sandy  roads  where  there  is  but  little 
'■ter,  mules  are  preferable,  but  under  any  other  circumstances  I  should 
Net  oxen.  They  will  travel  from  20  to  25  miles  from  day  to  day  over 
pod  roads  with  perfect  ease;  and  there  is  no  danger  of  their  being  stolen 
I'rthe  Indians.  •  in  hot  weather  they  should  be  driven  morning  and 
^wng,and  allowed  to  stop  during  the  middle  of  the  day. 

October  15. — We  remained  in  camp  to-day  awaitinsf  the  termination  of 
^  storm,  and  giving  our  animals  time  to  recover  a  little  from  the  effects 
^  As  we  lost  no  more  last  night,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  preserve  those 
i"*^  we  have  left.  The  cold  wind  continues  to  blow  from  the  north,  with 
^^rvals  of  rain,  but  I  think  the  storm  is  nearly  over;  and  as  soon  as  the 
^b  (which  are  now  swimming)  run  down,  I  shall  endeavor  to  go  on. 
1  Induced  the  flour  part  of  the  ration  one  third  yesterday,  and  as  the  men 
*•  the  necessity  of  it,  they  submit  to  it  cheerfully.  Indeed,  they  have 
^  all  occasions  performed  their  arduous  duties  with  the  utmost  alacrity 
J'igood  will,  and  upon  the  whole  of  our  long  march  of  some  seventeen 
''BBdred  miles  I  have  seldom  had  occasion  to  reprove  one  of  them. 

October  16. — This  has  been  a  day  of  general  drying,  and  clearing  our 
^Qs  of  all  articles  that  could  conveniently  lye  dispensed  with  upon  our 
^^;  I  have  taken  five  of  our  oldest  wagons  to  pieces,  and  placed 
2J"*  in  a  low  place  near  the  creek  on  the  south  side  of  the  road.  I  have 
^  iiad  other  surplus  articles  boxed  up  and  buried  about  fifty  yards  from 
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the  road,  and  a  large  fire  made  over  the  spot,  with  directions  written  npod 
a  tree  to  the  right  where  these  ariicles  may  be  found. 

The  storm  has  passed,  and  we  have  a  bright,  warm  day,  with  a  south 
wind.  If  this  continues  I  shall  move  ahead  to-morrow  to  the  next  creek, 
about  four  miles  from  here. 

October  17. — We  made  a  start  this  morning,  and  marched  four  miles  to 
another  small  creek,  which  we  found  too  high  to  cross,  and  encamped 
upon  the  west  bank.  This  creek  unites  with  the  one  we  left  this  mopn* 
ing,  and  nms  into  the  Clear  Fork  of  the  ^'  Brazos." 

The  country  continues  of  the  same  character  as  before,  gently  undula- 
ting, smooth,  and  well  situated  for  farms.  We  pass  from  one  creek  to 
another  every  three  or  four  miles  over  high  and  dry  mezquite  openings, 
which  slope  very  gently  towards  the  creek  bottoms  on  each  side,  and  the 
soil  cannot  be  surpassed.  There  is  no  part  of  it  that  cannot  be  made 
available  for  cultivation.  We  find  upon  this  creek  mulberry,  elm,  hack- 
berry,  wild  china,  and  oak. 

October  18. —  \Ve  crossed  the  crock  this  morning,  and  after  travelling 
two  miles  in  an  east  course,  strucjc  another,  which  we  found  still  too  high 
to  cross,  and  were  obliged  to  encahip  on  the  west  side  to  await  the  fall  of 
the  water.  We  have  seen  signal-fires  at  several  points  to-day,  showing 
that  Indians  are  about  us. 

October  l9.-^La8t  night  was  one  of  the  coldest  I  have  ever  known  at 
this  seasoh  of  the  year.  About  dark  the  wind  turned  to  the  north,  bring- 
ing  clouds  and  rain,  and  this  morning  the  surface  of  the  ground  is  cov- 
ereid  with  snow.  Our  mules  fortunately  found  cover  in  the  timber  on  the 
creek,  and  did  not  suffer  so  much  as  we  were  fearful  they  would.  Much 
to  our  surprise  and  delight  we  found  the  creek  had  fallen  six  feet  during 
the  night,  and  was  now  fordable.  We  crossed  after  digging  down  tt^ 
banks,  and  marched  four  and  a  half  mile^sin  a  course  l°3(y  south  of  east, 
when  we  reached  another  creek  tributary  to  the  "  Qua  qua  bo  no,"  or 
Clear  Fork  of  Brazos;  we  crossed  it,  and  encamped  on  the  east  bank. 
There  are  several  kinds  of  hard  timber  upon  this  creek,  with  fine  grass. 
All  these  small  streams  have  buffalo,  cat,  and  several  other  kinds  of  fish 
in  them.  We  have  seen  fresh  Indian  signs  to  day,  but  as  yet  none  have 
shown  themselves. 

October  20. — We  travelled  to-day  over  a  very  beautiful  succession  of 
ridges  and  valleys  between  clear  running  brooks,  skirted  with  a  variety  of 
different  kinds  of  timber  for  ten  miles,  in  a  direction  N.  70°  20'  E.,  when 
we  came  to  the  hills  which  border  the  valley  of  the  Quaquaho  no,  a 
branch  of  the  Clear  Pork  of  Brazos. 

1  was  about  three  miles  in  advance  of  the  train,  with  Beaver  and  three 
others,  when  we  discovered  five  Indians  coming  towards  us,  driving 
pack  horses.  As  soon  as  they  saw  us  they  changed  their  course,  ana 
appeared  afraid  to  come  near.  I  sent  Beaver  out  alone  to  meet  them,  and 
to  invite  thom  to  approach.  Instead  of  going  directly  where  they  were, 
he  went  to  an  eminence  to  the  right,  where  they  could  see  him  distinctly, 
and  beckoned  to  them  with  his  left  hand  to  come  to  him,  at  the  same  time 
placing  his  right  hand  in  token  of  friendship.  After  repealing  this  panto- 
mime several  times,  with  great  formality  and  precision,  one  of  the  Indians 
galloped  towards  him  until  he  reached  within  two  hundred  yards,  when 
he  halted  and  went  through  the  same  gestures  as  Beaver  had  done;  after 
lliis  they  approached  and  embraced,  when  questions  were  asked  by  each 
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»\o  who  the  other  xras,  where  they  were  going,  &c,,  &c.  They  were 
a  party  of  Comanches,  and  stated  that  their  village  was  bat  a  short  dis- 
taacc  off  on  the  bank  of  the  "  Qua-qua-ho-no.'*  After  remaining  but  a 
fcw  minutes  with  us,  they  rode  off  again  at  full  speed  towards  their  camp, 
and  in  a  short  time  parties  were  seen  comifig  towai;ds  us  from  all  direc- 
tions. As  our  train  had  reached  us  £  made  a  halt,  and  we  soon  had 
fBTeral  hundred  men,  women,  and  children  around  us.  I  permitted  them 
toiqpproach,  as  I  knew  .they  would  commit  no  depradations  while  their 
femilies  were  with  them. 

They  had  been  with  us  hnt  a  short  time,  when  we  saw  another  large 
party  approaching,  which  Beaver  instantly  pronounced  to  be  his  friends 
Ihc  Kickapoos — and  this  proved  correct.  They  numbered  one  hundred 
vamoTs — fine,  dashing  looking  yonng  fellows — all  well  mounted,  and 
armed  with  good  rifles,  upon  some  of  which  we  saw  the  familiar  names 
ef "  Darranger"  and  "  Tryon,"  "  Philaddphia,  makers.''  They  had 
their  foniiiies  with  them,  and  were  going  to  pass  the  winter  in  hunting 
opnn  the  Colorado,  where  ihey  expected  to  find  game  abundant.  They 
had  a  very  large  number  of  horses  and  mules,  to  transport  their  provisions 
and  baggHge,  and  were  in  every  respect  well  fitted  out  for  their  hunt.  The 
ittmc  of  their  chief  was  *^  Pa-pe*qua  na,'*  a  good-looking  old  man,  who 
said  he  had  always  been  a  friend  to  the  whites. 

Among  the  Oomanches  were  several  chiels  and  captains;  who,  after  the 
usual  prdude  of  expressing  their  entire  devotion  to  the  American  people, 
showed  me  letters  from  various  persons  who  had  passed  through  their 
country,  requesting  the  whites  to  treat  the  bearers  kindly.  Among  them 
I  remember  the  names  Se  naco,  Pea  te-quash,  and  Was-se  naha*  Se- 
la-co  WiS  a  dignified,  fineboking  old  man,  and  showed  me  numerous 
testimonials  of  his  friendship  and  good  wilt  towards  the  whites.  Among 
^hers,  he  had  letters  from  Major  Neighbors,  the  Comanche  agent, 
Colonel  Montgomery  and  Major  Gates,  of  the  army,  all  giving  him  a  good 
character.  He  kept  these  with  great  care,  and  appeared  to  regard  them 
as  of  much  importance.  He  is  principal  <«  war  chief"  of  the  southern 
Comanches,  and  appears  to  be  sincere  in  his  professions  of  friendship 
fcr  lis. 

While  the  Kickapoos  remained  with  us,  I  inquired  of  them  if  thev  had 
keard  anything  said  among  the  Comanches  relative  to  the  murder  of 
Lieutenant  Harrison.  They  had  not,  but  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  act 
vas  committed  by  the  Kioways;  and  the  chief  promised  to  make  diligent 
search  among  all  the  Indians  he  met,  for  the  horse  and  other  articles  that 
tere  taken  at  the  lime.  These  were  minutely  described  to  him,  and  he 
feu  confident  he  should  be  able  to  learn  everything  cormected  with  it 
kfore  his  return  home  to  the  Creek  nation,  in  the  spring,  and  promised 
to  report  his  discox^eries  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fori  Washita. 

These  Indians  are  brave  warriors,  good  shots,  and  prepared  to  meet 
any  of  the  prairie  tribes,  either  in  peace  or  war.  They  carry  out  goods  on 
<heir  hunts,  which  they  exchange  for  mules,  and  drive  them  to  the  settle- 
©ents  in  the  spring;  thus  they  form  a  commercial  communicating  medium 
Itetween  the  while  traders  and  the  wild  Indians,  and  drive  a  profiuible 
Me,  while  they  indulge  in  their  favorite  amusement,  the  chase. 

After  1  had  made  the  chiefs  a  present  of  some  tobacco,  I  invited  Se  na-co 
ttd  his  suite,  eight  in  all,  to  our  camp  iot  the  night.    He  appeared  much 
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gratified  with  his  reception ,  and^  when  he  parted  fit>ai  ns^  shook  i 
warmly  by  the  hand,  saying  that  *^  he  was  not  a  Comanche,  but  an  Amer- 
ican;" and,  as  1  could  not  be  outdone  in  politeness  by  a  wild  Indian,  1 
returned  the  compliment  by  telling  him  that  I  was  soul  and  body  a  Co- 
manche, and  that  th^re  was  not  a  drop  of  Anglo-Saxon  blood  in  my  veins; 
all  of  which  was  no  doubt  duly  understood  and  appreciated. 

The  Qua  qua-hono,  upon  which  we  are  encamped,  unites  with  th^ 
Clear  Fork  of  the  Brazos  about  two  miles  below  here.  It  is  fbrry  yards 
wide,  two  feet  deep,  and  runs  rapidly  over  a  grav<*Uy  bottom.  It  is  shut 
in  on  both  sides  by  ranges  of  hiUs  about  two  hundred  feet  high,  between 
which  the  creek  flows  through  a  most  beautiful  and  picturesq%ie  valley 
two  miles  wide,  of  fine  rich  soil,  intersected  at  every  few  hundred  yards 
by  rapid  spring  rivulets,  affluents  of  the  main  stream.  This  is  and  faa» 
been  for  many  years  a  favorite  place  of  resort  for  the  Comanches. 

The  valley  being  covered  with  several  kinds  of  grass  that  remains  green 
during  the  winter^  they  come  here  in  autumn,  graze  and  fatten  their 
horses,  and  are  ready  for  the  buffalo  on  their  winter  migration  to  this 
region.  We  found  the  first  pecan  timber  here  that  we  have  seea  since 
we  left  the  Creek  nation. 

O'lobcr  21. — We  crossed  the  creek  this  morning  and  passed  cm  of  the 
valley  of  the  Qua-qua-ho  no  through  a  ravine  which  winds  by  a  very 
gentle  and  almost  imperceptible  grade  to  tlie  top  of  the  plain,  crossing 
several  small  branches  before  we  reached  our  present  camp,  seven  miles 
from  the  last. 

We  are  upon  a  clear  spring  branch  fifteen  feet  wide,  abounding  with 
fish.  Our  poor  mules  ai-e  so  much  reduced  that  I  aui  obliged  to  husband 
their  strength  with  great  care  in  order  to  get  along  at  all.  I  therefore 
make  short  marches,  to  give  them  ample  time  to  rest  and  eat.  The 
mezquite  wood  and  grass  contiime  very  abundant,  and  we  occasionally 
see  the  grama  grass.  * 

IMie  principal  rocks  for  the  last  four  days  have  been  sandstone  of  differ- 
ent kinds,  some  dark  and  highly  impregnated  with  iron,  and  having  the 
appearance  of  volcanic  productions;  others  in  very  thin  slabs  or  plates  and 
of  an  exceedingly  fine  texture,  the  fracture  resembling  that  of  a  bone.  I 
observed  this  evening  a  variety  of  the  thistle  which  is  new  to  me;  it  has 
a  stock  of  about  three  feet  in  height,  with  a  most  gorgeous  and  beautiful 
blossom  of  a  deep  royal  purple  color.  It  has  something  the  shape  and 
appearance  of  the  passion  flower. 

October  22. — ^At  three  miles  from  our  last  camp  we  crossed  a  large 
spring  branch  twenty  feet  wide,  which  nms  into  the  Clear  Pork  of  Brazos. 
Our  road  from  there  was  over  a  smooth,  undulating  country,  aboutid- 
ing  with  small  streams  and  covered  with  mezquite  timber;  after  travelling 
nine  miles  and  three- fourths,  we  encamped  upon  another  small  tributary 
of  the  Clear  Pork  of  Brazos.  The  weather  begins  to  be  warm  and  clear^ 
and  our  mules  are  improving. 

October  23. — Our  course  to  day  has  been  N.  6SP  8'  E.,  over  beautiful 
fertile  ridges  and  valleys,  covered  with  liveoak,  postoak,  and  mezquite 
timber  lor  nine  miles,  when  we  struck  a  rapid  stream  of  clear  water  about 
twenty  feet  wide  and  eight  inches  in  depth,  with  high  banks  skirted  with 
a  variety  of  lajge  timber,  such  as  live  oak,  wild  china,  elm,  hackberry^ 
and  Cottonwood.    The  valley,  which  is  a  mile  wide^  has  a  most  luxuri- 
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•Dt  grass  and  other  veg.  tation^  indicating  the  best  quality  of  soil.  There 
aie  blufie  about  fifty  feet  high  bordering  the  valley^  and  these  are  covered 
with  groves  of  po«t-oak.  The  stream  runs  to  tHe  east  of  the  Clear  Fork 
into  the  main  Brazos.  About  thirty  miles  north  of  our  camp  there  is  a 
sharp  mound  visible  from  the  hills  about  here,  and  Beaver  tells  me  that 
direnly  at  the  foot  of  this  mound  runs  the  Big  Witchita,  one  of  the  prin* 
£ipal  tributaries  to  Red  river,  and  that  thirty  miles  in  a  northwest  course 
fiem  that  mound  the  Red  river  forks:  one  branch,  coming  in  from  the 
west,  is  called  Ke-che  a  qua-ho-no,  or  ^^Prairie-dog  Town  river,"  from 
the  circumstance  of  there  being  a  round  mound  upon  the  stream 
which  has  a  prairie  dog  town  on  the  top  of  it.  This  branch  rises  in  the 
Uano  Kstacado.  The  other  or  northern  branch  is  the  principal  stream^ 
which  rises  in  the  Salt  plains  near  the  head  of  Dry  river. 

October  24. — After  marching  6  7-lOth  miles  this  morning,  we  came 
upon  the  bluffs  which  border  the  valley  of  the  main  branch  of  the  Rio 
Biazos;  we  descended  about  fifty  feet  by  an  easy  slope  into  the  valley 
and  struck  the  river  at  a  place  where  it  was  fordable.  It  was  a  much  lar« 
ger  stream  than  I  had  anticipated,  being  200  yards  from  bank  to  bank, . 
with  a  current  of  about  four  miles  an  hour,  and  three  feet  deep  in  the 
channel  at  this  time,  (when'  the  water  is  at  a  medium  stage.)  Judging 
bm  the  ^^drift,"  it  does  not  appear  to  be  subject  to  a  rise  of  more  than 
five  feel  above  its  present  depth,  and  does  not  overflow  its  banks.  The 
bed  is  red  sand,  which  becomes  soft  quicksand  during  a  rise  or  fell,  and 
kthen  difficult  to  ford.  It  was  falling  rapidly  when  we  reached  it,  and 
»e  were  obliged  to  take  off  our  mules,  drive  them  across,  and  pull  over 
Ihe  wagons  witli  ropes,  the  men  taking  the  water  for  each  wagon.  This 
itream  rises  in  the  salt  plains  of  the  Llano  Estancado,  some  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  west  of  here,  and  I  am  told  runs  through  a  rough,  broken 
eountry  for  a  great  portion  of  the  distance;  indeed  the  mountains  along 
its  borders  were  frequently  pofhted  out  to  me  by  our  guide  along  our 
BDute  west  of  here.  The  water  is  brackish  and  unfit  for  use;  there  are, 
however,  small  streams  running  into  the  river  so  frequently  that  fresh 
water  can  be  found  at  almost  every  place  where  it  is  required.  The  val- 
ley of  the  Brazos  is  (where  we  crossed)  three  miles  wide,  elevated  about 
eight  feet  above  the  water  in  the  river,  and  skirted  on  each  side  winh  a 
lange  of  hills,  from  fifty  to  two  hundred  feet  high,  covered  with  timber. 
Tbe  soil  in  the  valley  upon  the  west  side  is  rather  sandy,  but  on  the  east 
side  it  is  good.  The  adjacent  country  upon  both  sides  is  very  fertile. 
Bhonld  our  government  at  any  future  time  decide  upon  establishing  a 
military  post  as  &r  west  of  the  firontier  settlements  of  Texas  as  tiiis,  1  am 
'  of  the  opinion  that  near  this  place  would  be  the  best  that  could  be  selected, 
for  the  ibllowing  reasons:  The  Rio  Brazos  runs  through  a  country  much 
{Kquented  by  all  southern  prairie  tribes  of  Indians  east  of  the  Pecos.  Upon 
the  south  and  west  side  range  that  numerous  and  powerful  tribe  the 
Comauches;  also  the  Kioways,  Liepans,  and  Tonkeways.  Upon  the 
Borth  and  east  side  are  found  the  Wiichitas,  Caddos,  Wacos,  and  t))ose 
other  small  tribes  which  inhabit  the  country  between  the  Washita  and 
Red  river.  The  Brazos  furms  the  boundary  between  the  Comanciies  and 
the  tribes  living  east  of  it,  and  the  latter  are  not  suffered  by  the  (J-^man- 
ches  to  hunt  upon  the  west  side  of  this  river.  A  military  post  established 
here  would  therefore  be  in  qlose  proximity  to  all  of  these  tribes,  and 
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would  nnquestionably  have  the  effect  in  a  great  measure  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  depredations  which  they  commit  upon  the  frontier  settlements  of  Tex* 
as.  From  all  I  can  learn,  there  is  a  very  superior  tract  of  C4>untry  be 
tween  here  and  the  extreme  western  settlements  in  Texas.  This  would 
be  occupied  in  a  short  time,  if  farmers  could  have  the  protection  which  a 
garrison  at  this  place  would  afford.  As  this  is  nearly  on  a  continuation 
of  the  line  dividing  the  waters  of  Red  river  from  those  that  run  south  into 
the  Brazes,  Trinity,  and  Sabine,  and  as  the  geography  of  the  country  would 
point  out  this  ridge  as  being  the  most  favorable  location  for  a  road,  it 
would  strike  the  Brazos  at  this  place.  There  is  oak  building-timber  and 
stone  in  abundance  in  this  vicinity.  The  grass  remains  green  during  the 
entire  winter,  and  animals  thrive  and  fetten  without  any  other  food.  The 
climate  is  mild  and  salubrious,  the  atmosphere  dry  and  pure,  and  cannot 
prove  otherwise  than  healthy.  These,  with  other  local  advantages,  such 
as  pure  water,  rich  soil,  gooa  fuel,  &c.,  make  thisthe  most  favorable  point 
for  a  military  post  1  have  seen.  We  encamped  to-night  upon  a  small 
branch  running  through  the  Brazos  valley,  about  two  miles  east  of  where 
.  we  crossed. 

October  25. — We  passed  up  a  ravine  by  a  very  gradual  and  easy  ascent 
to  the  plain  on  the  east  side  of  the  Brazos,  and  taking  a  course  N.  65** 
50'  E*,  travelled  over  rolling  mezquite  and  post-oak  openings,  with  occa* 
sional  prairies,  for  twelve  and  a  half  miles,  where  we  encamped  on  a 
small  affluent  of  the  Brazos. 

The  soil  on  this  side  of  the  river  is  different  from  that  on  the  west  side, 
being  a  mixture  of  reddish  clay  and  sandy  loam;  it  is,  however,  equally 
as  fertile,  and  produces  a  luxuriant  vegetation.  We  have  passed  several 
ledges  of  dark  hard  sandstone  to-day,  which  would  make  good  building 
material. 

October  26. — Ijcaving  the  creek  this  morning,  we  passed  up  through  a 
grove  of  heavy  post  oak  and  black-jack  ^the  latter  a  species  of  oak)  of 
about  four  miles  in  width.  This  is  upon  a  ridge  which  di'vides  the  Bra- 
zos from  the  west  fork  of  the  Trinity  river.  Continuing  on  in  a  direc- 
tion north  45^  28'  east,  over  smooth  ground,  we  made  13^*1^  miles,  and 
encanied  on  a  small  running  stream  (ten  feet  wide)  which  our  guide  calls 
the  head  of  the  main  west  fork  of  Trinity.  It  is  fringed  with  a  narrow 
strip  of  large  oaks  and  other  hard  timber,  suitable  for  buildings  and  rails, 
and  flows  through  a  valley  about  a  mile  in  width,  of  good  soil,  (a  rich 
sandy  loam,)  which  is  in  every  respect  well  adapted  for  farming. 

There  is  grass  in  this  valley  which  grows  to  the  height  of  six  or  eight 
feet,  with  a  round  jointed  stock,  and  a  head  upon  the  top  filled  with  seed 
which  our  animals  eat  eagerly,  and  1  think  must  be  very  nutritious. 

The  timber  increases  in  size  and  quantity  as  we  advance.  We  are 
now  pasi^ing  through  groves  of  oak,  and  do  not  find  so  much  mezquite 
timber  as  we  did  on  the  other  side  of  the  Brazos.  The  grass  has  also 
changed  from  the  grama  to  the  mezquite  variety.  Upon  the  last  hundred 
miles  of  our  route  we  have  seen  but  little  game,  as  we  have  been  in  the 
vicinity  of  Indians  who  are  constantly  hunting  and  drive  it  off;  but  now 
we  are  coming  where  the  Indians  seldom  hunt,  and  the  game  is  more 
abundant.  Two  deer  and  three  turkeys  were  brought  into  camp  this 
evening,  and  we  have  seen  the  first  grouse  to-day  since  leaving  the 
vicinity  of  (Jhouteau's  trading-house^  on  tli^  Canadian.    These  birds  ap- 
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pear  to  stay  near  the  settlements,  as  we  have  seen  none  upon  onr  whole 
march  at  any  other  place. 

October  27. — We  passed  out  of  the  valley  *this  morning;  and,  after 
travelling  three  miles,  struck  upon  the  ridge  dividing  the  Red  river  from 
the  Trinity.  Here  we  fimnd  a  fine  smooth  road,  and  travelled  14J  miles 
in  a  direction  north  65^  15'  east,  encamping  Upon  a  small  branch  of  the 
west  fork  of  the  Trinity. 

The  road  upon  the  "Divide"  crosses  the  heads  of  numerous  creeks, 
running  into  the  Trinity  on  the  south  and  rhe  Little  Witchita  on  the 
north,  and  upon  nearly  all  of  them  there  is  a  great  abundance  of  timber 
and  good  soils.  Between  the  tributaries  of  the  Trinity  (which  occur 
every  two  or  three  miles)  there  are  ridges  of  roiling  prairie,  covered  with 
luxuriant  grass.  The  western  border  of  the  Upper  Cross  Timbers  has 
been  in  sight  to  the  south  all  day. 

October  28. — Our  road  has  continued  near  the  crest  of.  the  Divide  all 
day,  sometimes  crossing  the  head  of  an  affluent  of  the  Little  Witchita, 
and  at  others  a  branch  of  the  Trinity.  Our  average  course  has  been 
north  74P  32'  east,  and  we  travelled  13^  miles.  We  are  encamped  in 
a  rich  bottom  between  two  small  spring  brooks,  and  have  fine  grass  and 
wood. 

We  passed  through  a  dense  grove  of  oak  to-day  of  four  miles  in  width, 
and  have  seen  many  more  on  both  sides  of  our  road. 

When  we  arrived,  we  found  there  had  been  a  large  number  of  Indians 
encamped  here  about  five  days  since,  and  Beaver,  with  his  usual 
sagacity,  immediately  pronounced  it  at  Kickapoo  camp.  Having  a  curi- 
osity to  learn  how  he  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  1  asked  him  what  he 
had  seen  to  indicate  that  this  was  an  encampment  of  that  particular 
tribe?  This  led  to  a  convernation,  in  which  he  instructed  me  how,  on 
seeing  an  old  Indian  camp,  to  determine  at  once  what  particular  tribe  had 
occupied  it. 

The  Comanches  make  their  lodges  by  placing  poles  on  the  groimd  in 
t  circle,  and  tying  the  tops  together,  thus  forming  a  frame- work  of  a  coni- 
cal shape,  which  they  cover  with  buffalo  hides. 

The  Witchitas  makes  their  lodges  in  the  same  manner,  but  do  not  unite 
the  poles  at  the  top,  leaving  an  opening  at  the  top  for  thesmoke  to  pass 
eat.     This,  when  covered,  forms  the  frustrum  of  a  cone. 

The  Kickapoos  place  the  poles  in  a  circle  like  the  Comanches;  but, 
instead  of  bringing  them  to  a  point  at  the  top,  they  bend  them  so  as  to 
unite  in  an  arch  with  those  of  the  opposite  side:  the  lodge  is  thus  round 
upon  the  top. 

The  Dela wares  and  Shawnees  carry  tents,  and  leave  the  poles  standing 
wherever  they  encamp. 

The  Cherokees  have  tents  also,  but  make  their  fires  different  from  the 
D^lawares:  they  place  the  Wood  in  the  fire  with  the  sticks  parallel,  and 
burn  from  one  end,  pushing  it  into  the  fire  as  it  burns  away;  whereas  the 
others  place  each  stick  pointing  to  the  centre  of  the  fire,  like  the  spokes  of 
a  wheel. 

These  facts,  although  simple  and  apparently  of  little  importance  in 
themselves,  might  be  of  great  service  to  a  traveller  upon  the  prairies,  as 
it  would  enable  him,  should  he  find  a  camp  that  had  been  recently  de- 
•Brted,  to  tell  whether  it  had  been  occupied  by  friendly  or  hostile  Indians; 
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and  9  if  they  should  be  enemies,  by  observing  th«  fmil  they  had  made  on 
leaving,  he  would  know  what  direction  to  take  to  avoid  them. 

October  29. — ^Our  road  continued  upon  the  Divine  in  a  course  N.  82^ 
E.,  until  we  encamped  upon  a  small  creek  running  into  Red  river,  twelve 
and  a  half  miles  from  our  last  camp.  Our  present  position  is  nearly  due 
south  from  the  junction  of  the  Little  Witchita  with  Red  river.  We  have 
been  passing  near  the  borders  of  the  "Upper  Cross  Timbers"  all  day, 
and  gradually  approaching  them  until  we  are  within  a  mile.  We  have 
seen  but  little  mezquite  timber  to-day,  and  the  mezquite  and  grama  grasses 
have  almost  entirely  disappeared;  but  we  find  the  other  kinds  oi  prairie 
grass  in  abundance. 

October  30. — We  entered  the  ''Cross  Timbers"  this  morning,  and 
passed  on  the  north  side  of  the  "Divide,"  crossing  the  heads  of  the  Red 
river  affluents  every  mile  or  two  to  our  camp.  W^e  are  upon  a  clear  creek, 
about  fifteen  feet  wide,  running  rapidly  towards  Red  river  through  a 
beautiful  bottom  of  prairie  and  timber  interspersed.  The  "Cross  Timbers" 
have  thus  far  been  principally  post  oak  and  black-jack,  with  many  small 
glades  or  prairies  through  them,  and  abundantly  watered  with  clear 
streams.  A  mile  from  our  last  camp  we  struck  a  fresh  wagon  trail  which 
followed  the  Divide,  and  was  upon  our  course;  we  have  therefore  con* 
tinued  in  it.  This  is  the  first  indication  of  civilization  that  we  have  seen 
upon  our  route  since  we  left  Dona  Ana,  and  it  looks  as  if  we  were  ap^ 
proaching  near  the  settlement.  Game  is  becoming  more  abundant  as  we 
advance  east.  Beaver  and  myself  have  seen  several  fresh  bear  tracks  to- 
day, and  each  killed  a  deer;  we  have  as  yet,  however,  seen  no  bears. 

October  31. — We  passed  through  the  "Upper  Cross  Timbers"  to-day 
and  encamped  upon  an  affluent  of  the  Trinity,  eleven  miles  from  our 
last  camp.  We  found  the  Divide  somewhat  circuitous,  but  were  obliged 
to  follow  it  in  consequence  of  the  numerous  creeks  running  oS  on  each 
side.  The  soil  through  the  Timbers  is  more  sandy  than  it  has  been  fur- 
ther west,  but  there  are  many  small  glades  where  the  soil  is  good  and 
well  adapted  to  agriculture.  The  formation  is  (upon  the  Trinity  waters) 
principally  limestone.  The  game  continues  abundant,  and  Beaver  and 
myself  have  each  killed  another  deer  to-day.  Our  camp  is  on  the  prairie, 
about  two  miles  from  the  Timbers,  to  the  south  of  the  road. 

November  1. — Still  keepitig  the  Divide,  we  marched  thirteen  miles  and 
three-quarters  to-day,  and  encamped  to  the  right  of  the  road  upon  a 
branch  of  the  Middle  or  Elm  fork  of  the  Trinity.  After  we  had  travelled 
four  mites  this  morning,  we  found  that  the  wagon  we  had  been  following 
for  several  days  turned  down  off  the  Divide  towards  the  settlements  on 
the  west  side  of  Elm  fork;  but  as  this  course  was  too  much  south  for  us, 
I  kept  the  high  prairie  Divide,  and  two  miles  from  our  camp  it  approached 
in  sight  of  and  very  near  the  valley  of  Red  river. 

November  2. — ^Our  road  along  the  Divide  has  been  of  a  similar  chan^ 
ter  today  that  of  yesterday,  and  runs  nearly  parallel  to  the  Elm  fork, 
until  it  comes  opposite  Fitzhugh's  Station;  here  it  bears  more  to  the  east. 
The  extreme  frontier  settlement  is  upon  the  creek  opposite  our  camp.  Il 
is  a  most  charming  stream,  about  forty  yards  wide,  and  one  foot  deep,  of 
pure  spring  water,  and  a  great  abundance,  of  the  best  timber  of  various 
descriptions  upon  its  banks,  such  as  white  oak,  bur  oak,  hickory  ash, 
pexan,  &c.  Outside  of  the  Timber  upon  the  creek  the  prairie  is  rich  and 
produces  abundant  crops.     I  think  it  one  of  the  most  beautiful  locations  for 
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Imcrsthat  can  be  found;  and  as  the  productiveness  of  the  land  has 
been  thoroughly  tested,  there  can  be  doubt  on  that  score.  It  is  very  thin- 
Ifsetded  at  present,  but  oflfers  great  inducements  for  others  to  come. 
OnrDosition  is  seven  miles  and  two-tenths  frotn  our  Jast  camp. 

November  3. — We  marched  sixteen  miles  to-day  upon  the  Divide, 
iri encamped  upona  tributary  of  the^^Elm  Pork,''  in  the  *<Lower Cross 
TfeberP." 

fhvember  4. — We  continued  upon  the  dividing  ridge  through  the 
"Wer  Cross  Timbers"  to  day,  until  we  intersected  a  road  from  Pit^- 
^h'8  Station ;  here  we  reluctantly  left  this  splendid  natural  road  which 
^  have  travelled  on  from  the  Brazos,  and  turned  to  the  left  towards 
Preston,  where  I  determined  to  cross  Red  river.  After  making  our  day's 
BMRh,  (twelve  and  a  half  miles,)  I  encamped  near  a  plantation,  owned 
liyMr.  McCarty,upon  the  head  of  the  "Big  Sandy,'*  an  affluent  of  Red 
liwr. 

T^member  5. — We  continued  on  the  Preston  road  for  twelve  miles  and 
4wj-fifths,  encamping  at  a  small  branch  of  Red  river.  On  the  6th  of 
Wmber  we  reached  Preston,  crossed  the  river  in  a  flat-boat,  and 
•5«mped  in  the  Chickasaw  nation,  eight  miles  from  our  last  camp.  On 
J^Tih,  after  travelling  seventeen  miles  and  three-tenths  in  a  direction  N-. 
'^20'  E.,  we  reached  Port  Washita^  here  we  remained  until  the  10th  of 
Swember.  1  then  ordered  the  portion  of  the  escort  belonging  to  the 
fortTowson  command  (thirty- seven  men)  to  proceed  direct  to  that  post, 
rtile  Lieutenant  Sackett,  with  the  remainder  of  the  escort,  was  directed 
^proceed  with  the  train  to  Port  Smith,  intersecting  our  outward  road  at 
fccbssing  of  Gaines's  creek,  on  the  south  fork  of  the  Canadian, 

As  we  had  succeeded  in  bringing  the  corpse  of  Lieutenant  Hanison 
^out  inconvenience,  it  was  considered  desirable  that  it  should  betaken 
?»to  Port  Smith.  I  therefore  gave  directions  accordingly,  and  proceeded 
» advance  of  the  train  to  report  in  person  to  the  general  commanding  the 
'*  military  department.  The  road  from  Port  Washita  to  Port  Smith 
^  surveyed  and  measured,  in  the  same  mann<5r  and  with  the  same  in- 
*n«nents  as  the  other  part  of  our  road,  under  the  supervision  of  Lieu- 
jjoat  Sackett,  and  the  bearings  and  distances  from  day  to  day  accurately 
pted  upon  the  accompanying  map.  The  command  with  the  train  left 
m  Washita  on  the  10th  of  November;  arrived  at  the  south  fork  of  the 
^Miadian  on  the  15th;  left  here  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  and  reached 
jwt Smith  on  the  20th  November.  The  distance  from  Port  Washita  to 
«ftiuth  jfork  of  the  Canadian  is  eighty-one  miles,  and  from  thence  to 
Jwt  Smith  seventy-six  miles.  The  dis.tance  from  Dona  Ana  to  Port 
^th,  according  to  our  measurement,  is  894  miles — only  about  eighty 
Wes  greater  than  the  distance  to  Santa  Pe  on  our  outward  route.  By  a 
^e  at  the  map  it  will  be  seen  that  our  road  at  a  point  near  the  Brazos 
J'ses  to  the  south  of  a  direct  line  to  Port  Smith,  and  at  Preston  turns  to 
J|8  north  again,  forming  an  angle  of  about  50®.  Our  guide  is  of  opinion 
™8tagood  wagon  road  can  be  found  from  the  Brazos  in  very  nearly  a 
*^ct  line  to  Port  Smith,  leaving  Preston  and  Port  Washita  to  the  right, 
^  intersecting  the  Canadian  route  near  the  Delaware  mountain^  If 
^^  is  the  case,  it  would  shorten  the  road  some  thirty  or  forty  miles;  but 
*  1  am  obliged  to  pass  Port  Washita  to  get  supplies,  I  could  not  examine 
«« route. 
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The  entire  distance  that  the  escort  has  marched  since  it  left  Port  Smith 
is  2,023  miles.  The  command  has  generally  been  very  healthy,  and  no 
deaths  among  the  enlisted  men.  With  the  exception  of  one  man  left 
sick,  and  three  desertions  in  New  Mexico,  the  strength  is  the  same  as 
when  placed  under  my  command. 

I  shall  now  close  my  report  with  a  few  general  remarks  in  reference  to 
the  country  we  have  passed  over,  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  routes, 
and  the  probability  of  finding  other  better  lines  of  communication  between 
the  Mississippi  river,  New  Mexico,  and  California. 

In  the  first  place,  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  before  leaving  Fort  Smith 
for  Santa  Pe  1  had  been  led  into  very  erroneous  notions  in  regard  to  the 
geography  of  the  country  lying  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  heads  of 
the  rivers  running  into  the  United  States  and  Gulf  of  Mexico.  From  the 
best  maps  I  could  find,  I  was  induced  to  believe  that  there  were  extensive 
ranges  of  lofty  mountains  running  across  the  route  from  El  Paso  to  Port 
Smith,  which  could  not  be  avoided,  and  that  there  were  large  streams  in 
some  places,  where  upon  examination  none  are  found;  that  in  other 
places  there  were  no  streams,  where  indeed  there  are  many.  For  instance, 
upon  many  of  the  modern  and  most  approved  maps,  the  Rio  Pecos,  or,  as 
it  is  improperly  termed  by  some,  the  Rio  Puerco,  is  laid  down  as  running 
from  north  to  south  nearly  parallel  to  the  Rio  del  Norte,  and  at  a  distance 
of  about  forty  or  fifty  miles  from  it,  when  its  course  for  nearly  a  hundred 
miles  that  we  have  followed  it  is  but  about  25°  south  of  east;  and  instead 
of  being  fifty  miles  from  the  Rio  del  Norte,  it  is  two  hundred  and  four  in 
nearly  a  direct  line.  This  opinion  has  been  so  general,  that  several 
parties  of  emigrants  on  their  way  to  New  Mexico  left  the  Rio  Pectfs  in 
the  morning,  expecting  to  reach  the  Rio  Grande  the  same  night;  and  some 
of  them  falling  into  a  route  where  there  was  no  water,  travelled  several 
days  in  a  westerly  direction,  suffering  greatly,  and  in  some  instances 
perishing  before  they  reached  the  river.  The  inhabitants  at  Kl  Paso  in 
one  instance  sent  out  water  to  the  relief  of  emigrants  who  were  too  much 
exhausted  to  get  it,  and  who  would  otherwise  have  probably  died  upon  the 
plains. 

Disturnell's  map  of  Mexico,  &c.,  upon  which  the  boundary  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico  is  by  the  treaty  defined,  is  one  of  the  most 
inaccurate  of  all  those  I  have  seen,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  country  over 
which  I  have  passed.  He  makes  a  greater  error  than  most  oihers  in  lay- 
ing down  the  Pecos,  and  has  the  Colorado,  Brazos,  and  Red  river  all 
inaccurately  placed.  Upon  the  Red  river  he  has  a  very  lai^e  branch 
coming  from  far  west,  near  Kl  Paso,  which  he  calls  "Ensenado  Choctaw.** 
This  is  altogether  an  imaginary  stream,  as  no  one  who  has  been  in  the 
country  ever  heard  of  it;  neither  does  any  branch  of  Red  River  extend  to 
within  three  hundred  miles  of  the  Rio  del  Norte.  There  are  but  tjiree  prin- 
cipal tributaries  to  Red  riv^r  above  Fort  Washita;  these  are  the  Big  and  the 
Little  Witchita  and  the  Ke  che  a  qua-hono,  but  neither  flows  far  from 
towards  El  Paso.  These,  with  the  main  branrJi  of  Red  river  and  the 
Brazos,  all  have  their  sources  in  extensive  salt  plains  far  east  of  the  Rio 
PecQS.  Their  waters  "Sre  strongly  saline  and  unpalatable,  and  for  a  long 
distjmce  run  through  a  country  poorly  watered,  and  bordered  by  rugged 
cliffs  and  deepiavines.  Hence  it  appears  to  me  impracticable  to  find  a 
road  to  the  Rio  Grande  which  shall  lollow  up  the  course  of  either  of  these 
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steams.  Even  if  the  r6ad  could  be  made  to  the  head  of  one  of  them,  it 
would  terminate  at  the  eesteru  border  of  the  Llano  Estacado;  for  no  nian^ 
as  1  have  remarked  before^  attempts  to  cross  that  desert^  except  at  certain 
points. 

It  therefore  appears  to  me,  that  if  a  route  could  be  found  in  nearly  a 
direct  line  from  a  desirable  point  in  the  United  States,  which  would  skirt 
the  border  of  the  plain ,  and  at  the  same  time  have  sufficient  water  and 
wood  upon  it  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  for  the  traveller's  use,  that 
woald  be  the  best  location  for  a  road,  as,  in  this  case,  the  road  would 
cross  the  head  branches  of  streams  where  there  would  be  an  abundance 
of  water,  aiid  no  heavy  hills  or  large  rivers  to  pass.  Fortunately,  on  our 
return  from  New  Mexico  we  fell  into  a  route  of  this  description,  and  had  no 
difficulty  in  finding  an  abundant  supply  of  wood,  water,  and  grass  upon 
nearly  the  whole  route. 

On  leaving  the  valley  of  the  Rio  del  Norte,  our  road  passed  through  a 

Spor  pass  in  the  first  chain  of  mountains  in  a  direction  which  would 
re  taken  me  near  Fort  Smith,  hut  I  was  obliged  here  to  change  our 
course  to  avoid  the  Sacramento  chain  of  mountains  lying  across  our  route, 
as  our  guide  told  me  there  was  no  practicable  pass  for  wagons  through 
there.  I  therefore  bore  south,  and  crossed  the  level  plain  dividing  the 
two  ranges  to  the  ^< Sierra  Waco."  Our  road  thus  far  is  but  little  more 
devated  than  the  table  lands  adjacent  to  the  vallev  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
Piom  this  point  we  ascended  about  two  hundred  leet  through  a  sinuous 
^ey  or  canon  of  gentle  grade  to  the  second  bench,  «t  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  the  Sierra  Alto.  We  then  crossed  another  extensive  plain  of 
about  eighty  miles  in  width,  which  brought  us  to  the  Sierra  Guadalupe: 
bere  we  encountered  the  margin  of  another  high  plain,  which  forms  the 
third  and  highest  beuch  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Rio  Pecos, 
th&difierence  between  the  summit  level  at  this  point  and  Dona  Ana  not 
being  over  five  hundred  feet.  From  this  chain  of  mountains  the  road 
descends  to  the  valiey  of  the  Pecos,  about  two  hundred  feet.  Thus, 
fom  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  Pecos,  a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  four 
i&iles,  there  are  but  three  hills  of  any  magnitude  to  ascend  in  coming 
east,  and  those  with  a  little  expense  could  be  made  as  good  as  any  road 
IB  our  country.  From  the  valley  of  the  Pecos  to  the  sand  hills  the  road 
iseeuds  probably  two  hundred  feet,  but  the  slope  is  so  uniform  that  it  is 
baldly  perceptible.  Theae  hills  are  near  the  southern  extremity  of  the 
great  desert  of  the  Llano  Estacado,  and  stand  upon  the  summit  of  the 
plain  dividing  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Pecos  from  those  that  run  east  and 
a&uth  into  the  United  States. 

Our  road  from  here  runs  across  the  "Llano  Estacado"  for  seventy-  . 
eight  miles  upon  a  perfectly  level  prairie  as  firm  and  smooth  as  marble. 
It  then  descends  from  the  high  table  land  about  fifty  feet  into  a  rolling 
prairie  country,  where  the  Colorado  of  Texas  has  its  source.  Thus  far 
there  is  but  little  timber  or  water  upon  our  route,  except  at  certain  points 
noted  upon  the  map;  but  these  points  can  be  made  from  day  to  day  with 
baded  teams.  As  if,  however,  in  compensation  for  the  absence  or  other 
itvors,  nature,  in  her  wise  economy,  has  adorned  the  entire  face  of  the 
country  with  a  luxuriant  verdure  of  different  kinds  of  ^ma  grass, 
aflfording  the  most  nutritious  sustenance  for  animals,  and  rendering  it 
one  of  the  best  countries  for  grazing  large  flocks  and  herds  that  can  be 
conceived  of. 
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Immediately  after  we  descended  from  the  high  table  lands,  we  stnick 
upon  an  entirely  different  country  from  the  one  we  had  been  passing  over 
before.  By  a  reference  to  the  map  it  will  be  seen  that  we  kept  near  the 
plain  upon  the  head  branches  of  the  Colorado  and  the  Clear  Fork  of  the 
Brazos.  Here  we  found  a  smooth  road  over  a  gently  undulating  country 
of  prairies  and  timber,  and  abounding  with  numerous  clear  spring  branches 
for  two  hundred  miles,  and  in  many  places  covered  with  large  groves  of 
mezquite  timber,  which  makes  the  very  best  of  fuel.  The  soil  cannot 
be  surpassed  for  fertility.  The  grass  remains  green  during  the  entire 
winter,  and  the  climate  is  salubrious  and  healthy;  indeed,  it  possesses  all 
the  requisites  that  can  be  desired  for  making  a  fine  agricultural  country, 
and  1  venture  to  predict  that  at  no  very  distant  period  it  will  contain 
a  very  dense  population.  It  is  only  necessary  for  our  practical  farmers 
to  see  it,  and  have  protection  from  the  incursions  of  the  Indians,  to  settle 
it  at  once. 

Soon  afier  crossing  the  Rio  Brazos,  our  road  strikes  out  upon  the  high 
ridge  lying  between  the  waters  of  the  Trinity  and  Red  river;  and  it  ap- 
pears as  if  nature  had  formed  this  expressly  for  a  road,  as  it  runs  for  a 
hundred  miles  through  a  country  which  is  frequently  much  broken  up  upon 
each  side  with  hills  and  deep  ravines;  and  the  only  place  where  wagons  can 
pass  is  directly  upon  the  crest  of  this  natural  defile.  It  is  as  firm  and 
smooth  as  a  turnpike,  with  no  streams  of  magnitude  of  other  obstnictions 
through  the  entire  distance  to  near  Preston,  where  we  left  it  and  crossed 
'Red  river.  From  Preston  to  Fort  Washita,  and  thence  to  our  outward 
route  upon  Gaines's  creek,  the  road  passes  through  the  Chickasaw  coun- 
try, which  is  rolling,  and  in  many  places  covered  with  a  great  variety  of 
large  timber,  and  well  watered,  with  no  mountains  or  high  hills  to  pass 
over.  Hence  you  will  perceive  that  from  Dona  Ana  to  Fort  Smith,  a 
distance  of  994  miles,  our  road  passes  over  smooth  and  very  uniformly 
level  ground,  crossing  no  mountains  or  deep  valleys,  and  for  five  hundred 
miles  upon  the  eastern  extremity  runs  through  the  heart  of  a  country 
possessing  great  natural  advantages.  I  conceive  this  to  be  decidedly  the 
best  overland  wagon  route  to  Calfornia  for  several  reasons,  among  which 
are  the  following: 

1.  I  was  assured  by  several  of  the  best  guides  in  New  Mexico — ^among 
others  Messrs.  Lereux,  Kit  Carson,  Hatcher,  and  Thomas — that  there 
was  no  point  upon  the  Rio  Grande  north  of  San  Diego  from  which  wagons 
could  pass  through  the  expensive  ranges  of  mountains  lying  west  of  that 
river,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  take  Colonel  Cook's  route  to  the 
head  of  the  Gila.  Should  emigrants  go  to  Santa  Fe,  therefore,  they  have 
to  travel  three  hundred  miles  down  the  river  to  reach  this  point,  whereas 
our  return  route  leaves  (his  road  almost  directly  jtf  the  placer. 

2.  The  roads  from  Port  Smith  and  Independence  to  Santa  Pe  being  over 
eight  hundred  miles,  and^he  distance  down  the  Rio  Grande  three  huudred 
more  over  a  very  sandy  road,  makes  these  routes  longer  than  the  southern 
route  from  Port  Smith  by  two  hondred  miles. 

3.  As  there  is  grass  upon  this  route  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  it  can  be 
travelled  at  any  time.  It  is  true  that  the  old  grama  grass  dries  up  eariy 
in  the  springi  but  appears  to  cure  like  hay,  and  does  not  lose  its  nutritious 
properties.  ^ 
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4.  As  San  Diego  on  the  Rio  Grande^  the  mouth  of  the  Gila  river, 
and  San  Diego  on  the  Peu^ific,  are  all  very  nearly  upon  the  same  paral- 
lel of  latitude,  (32^  45'  54",)  our  southern  route  would  form  a  direct 
line  of  communication  with  Cooke's  road  from  the  United  States  through 
to  the  Pacific,  and  probably  shorter  by  several  hundred  miles  than  any 
other* 

There  is  a  difference  of  thirteen  degrees  longitude  between  Fort  Smith 
and  Dona  Ana,  and  ten  degrees  difference  between  Dona  Ana  and  San 
Diego,  in  California.  The  probable  distance,  therefore,  from  Port 
Smith  through  to  the  Pacific  would  not  be  more  than  about  seventeen 
hundred  mites.  Emigrants  with  good  cattle,  and  well  supplied  with 
the  proper  ^^  outfit"  for  the  journey,  should  go  through  in  four  months 
with  ease. 

As  I  have  remarked  before,  I  consider  oxen  to  be  the  best  description 
of  cattle  for  the  prairies;  and  emigrants,  before  leaving  for  California, 
should  provide  themselves  with  one  or  two  extra  pairs  to  be  ready  to 
supply  the  places  of  any  which  may  fidl  or  die  upon  the  road.  They 
should  take  light,  strong  wagons,  and  transport  nothing  but  provisions 
and  such  other  articles  as  are  absolutely  required  upon  the  journey. 
Their  provisions  should  be  secured  in  small  packages,  and  not  suffered 
to  become  wet.  Each  wagon  should  have  a  double  cover,  a  water-cask, 
and  extra  axle-pole  and  pair  of  hounds,  before  going  out  into  the  plains, 
as  after  this  no  timber  is  to  be  found  suitable  for  such  purposes.  They 
should  form  parties  or  companies  of  firom  seventy-five  to  a  hundred  men 
each,  which  would  be  sufficient  for  protection,  guarding  animals,  &c. 
While  travelling  through  the  Indian  country  they  should  herd  their  ani- 
mals, night  and  day,  with  the  utmost  vigilance  and  care,  and  never  allow 
them  to  move  from  camp  without  an  armed  guard. 

The  best  season  for  emigrants  to  leave  the  United  States  for  California, 
upon  the  southern  road,  is  about  the  first  of  June.  ITiere  would  then  be 
good  grass  and  water  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  they  would  reach  there  about 
the  last  of  July .  This  would  give  them  time  to  stop  two  or  three  weeks  to 
graze  and  recruit  their  animals,  and  lay  in  additional  supplies,  should  they 
require  any,  for  the  remainder  of  their  journey.  Flour,  com,  vegetables, 
and  beef  cattle,  as  also  many  articles  of  merchandise  that  travellers  re- 
quire— such  as  clothing,  shoes,  &c. — can  be  obtained  for  moderate  prices 
at  Dona  Ana  or  El  Paso. 

Leaving  the  Rio  Grande  about  the  1  st  of  August,  they  would  reach  the 
Colorado  of  CaUfornia  after  the  annual  flood,  which  occurs  in  July  and 
August,  overflows  the  banks  for  several  miles  on  each  side,  and  renders  it 
utterly  impassable  for  wagons;  and  in  this  way  they  would  arrive  at  San 
Diego  dunng  the  healthy  season. 

From  all  I  can  learn  of  the  other  routes  to  California,  I  am  induced  to 
believe  that,  should  our  government^  at  any  future  time,  determine  upon 
making  a  national  road  of  any  description  across  the  continent,  the  south- 
em  route  we  have  travelled  is  eminently  worthy  of  consideration.  We 
find  upon  none  of  the  northern  routes  as  much  water,  timber,  or  rich, 
fertile  soil,  as  upon  this.  There  are  many  more  mountains  to  pass  over, 
and  during  a  part  of  the  year  they  are  buried  in  deep  snows. 

I  have  been  kindly  allowed  the  perusal  of  a  letter  written  by  an  officer 
of  the  army  (an  attentive  and  experienced  observer  of  nature)  who  has 
Ex.— 15 
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recently  passed  over  that  portion  of  the  northern  route  between  Fort 
Kearny  and  Fort  Laramie,  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  country  in  the  fol- 
lowing language:  "The  country  between  Fort  Kearny  and  Fort  Laramie 
is  a  vast  undulating  sandy  desert — but  little  wood  or  water — totally  desti- 
tute of  interest,  and  utterly  worthless,  and  must  remain  so  forever:  it  never 
can  be  inhabited  to  any  extent,  as  there  is  no  soil,  and  the  seasons  are  too 
short." 

The  distance  between  these  two  jdaces  is  three  hundred  and  sixty -four 
miles.  In  one  place,  wood  for  cooking  has  to  be  carried  for  three  consec- 
utive days  in  wagons,  and  in  several  places  it  is  necessary  to  carry  water. 

The  road  from  Independence,  after  passing  through  a  country  of  poor 
jsoil,  and  very  destitute  of  wood,  for  a  great  distance,  passes  over  lofty  and 
rugged  mountains,  near  Santa  Fe. 

Lieutena^it  Colonel  Emory  states  that  the  arable  soil  upon  this  road  ex- 
tends to  the  99th  degree  of  longitude.  Therefore,  if  a  road  could  be  made 
from  the  Missouri  river  to  California,  it  would  pass  through  a  very  barren 
country,  which  could  not  be  settled  or  improved ;  whereas  one  constructed 
through  the  country  we  have  passed  over  from  Dona  Ana  to  Fort  Smith, 
with  the  protection  which  a  chain  of  military  posts  along  the  route  would 
afford,  would  open  a  vast  tract  of  beautiful  country  to  the  notice  of  agri- 
culturists, and  would  be  settled  in  a  very  short  time. 

The  advantages  which  this  route  possesses  over  others  adapt  it  in  a  pre- 
eminent degree  to  the  construction  of  a  railroad.  For  the  reasons  I  have 
mentioned,  and  from  all  the  examination  and  consideration  which  I  have 
been  able  to  give  the  subject,  I  cannot  resist  the  strength  of  my  own 
convictions  that  any  experienced  and  impartial  engineer,  after  a  thorough 
aud  careftil  reconnaissance  of  all  the  different  routes,  would  at  once  give 
this  the  preference  over  any  other. 

From  Dona  Ana  or  El  Paso  to  near  where  we  crossed  Red  river — a 
distance  of  700  miles — there  are  probably  as  few  difficulties  to  encounter 
as  upon  any  other  road  that  can  be  found  in  our  country.  Throughout 
this  entire  distance  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  make  a  single  tunnel,  or 
to  use  a  stationary  engine.  There  would  be  but  few  heavy  excavations  or 
embankments;  and,  for  a  great  portion  of  the  distance,  the  surface  of  the 
earth  is  so  perfectly  firm  and  smooth  that  it  would  appear  to  have  been 
designed  by  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe  for  a  railroad,  and  adapted 
and  fitted  by  nature's  handiwork  for  the  reception  of  the  superstructure. 
There  is  an  abundance  of  building  stone,  and  an  inexhaustible  amount  of 
mezquite  timber,  which,  for  its  durability,  is  admirably  adapted  ibr  use  as 
sleepers,  and  for  fuel. 

From  Red  river  it  could  be  carried  to  Fort  Smith  without  difficulty,  or 
to  any  other  point  that  might  be  selected.  This,  united  with  a  railroad 
firom  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  San  Diego,  would  give  us  a  great  national 
highway  across  our  continent  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  in  a  very 
direct  line,  and  would  enable  the  traveller  to  pass  safely  and  comfortably 
over  a  distance  in  a  week  which  before  required  four  months  of  toil,  hard- 
ship, and  danger.  It  would  afford  our  government  a  cheap  and  rapid 
transit  for  troops  and  munitions  of  war,  and  would  enable  us  to  commu- 
nicate with  our  fax-distant  territories  in  a  few  hours. 

These  considerations,  in  connexion  with  the  vast  and  incalculable  com- 
mercial benefits  that  the  whole  civilized  world  would  receive^  would  reu- 
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der  it  a  monument  to  the  genius,  enterprise,  and  philanthropy  of  the 
American  people. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  MARCY, 
Captain  5th  brfantnfy  commanding  escort. 
Lieut.  P.  F.  Flint, 

Acting  Assistant  A<^ant  Oeneral^ 

7th  Milkary  IkpartTnent,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Table  of  distances 


Pate. 


Place  of  obaerTation. 


Distances  by  chain  in  miles. 


From  camp 
to  caaop. 


Total  distance 
from  Dona  Ana. 


ATerage  bearing 
from  camp  to  camp. 


1849. 
September  1 


3 

4—6 
6 

7 
8 
9 

10 

11—13 
13 

14 
15 
16 

17 

18 

19 
20—22 
22—24 

24 
26—27 

27 

28 

29 

October     1 


Organ  monntains 
Camp  No.    2. 

I • • aUO* • • • • aOa 

I   •    •   •  UCi  ••••••  rs* 

> • • • UO ••••••Oa 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 

.do. 

.do. 
.do. 

.do. 
.do. 
.do. 

.do. 
.do. 

.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 

.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 

.do. 

.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


..6. 
..7. 
..8. 

.10. 
.11. 

.12. 
.13. 
.14. 

.16. 
.16. 

.17. 
.18. 
.19. 
.20. 
.21. 

.22. 
.23. 
.24. 
.26. 

.26. 

.27. 

.28. 
.29. 


25H 
ISA 


19 
26A 


4^^ 
63,V 

8SA 


94 
120 
143 


A 


A 


147,V 
162A 


lUJ 

9i 
ISA 

17911 

188^ 

204tV 

13i 

215U 
228H 

13* 
15A 

13rV 

242,V 
26711 
267| 
2T7t 

ma 

1?^ 

296tV 
303| 

318A 
336,V 

23 

368,v 

22A 
12,V 

"J 

381  f 

393a 

406^ 

N.  81<»E 

S.  630E 

s.  47010'E.. 

S.  470  E 

N.  810  6'E... 

N.  72°E 

S.  830  E 

S.  490E 

N.  46«>E 

N.  870E 

S.  86OE 

N.830E 

N.  670E 

S.  640  SCE.. 

S.»59O30'E.. 

S.  68°  7'  R  . . 

S.  40040'E.. 

S.  81"  E 

N.  82°  E 

N.  250E 

N.  260E 

N.  87«>E 

N.  490  4'  E.  . . 

N.  570  E 

N.  670E 

N.  720  22'E.. 

N.  710E 

N.  430  E 

N.  470  2S'E.. 
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iearingSy  ^. 


Meteorological  chmmuoam. 


Wind. 


West 

West- 

Southwest . 

South 

East 


Weather. 


Clear  and  calm.. 


Clear. 


Cloudy  and  warm 


East 

Southwest . 
South 

South 

North 

East 

Southeast .. 

South 

Southeast.. 

Southeast.. 
East 

Northeast.. 

North. 

Southeast.. 

East 

North.... 


Clear,  cool,  and 

strong  wind. 
Rain;  cold  wind 
Mild  and  clear. . . 
Warm  showers.. 


Morning    clear; 

evening  rain. 
Cool  wind;  clear 
Cool;   rain  last 

night 
Mild  and  clear. . . 
Cloudy  and  mild. 
Clear;  warm  and 
strong  wind. 
Cool;  cloudy.... 
Cold    rain   and 

windy. 
Cloudy  and  warm 


Warm;  rain. 
Rain;  mild. 
Cold;  rain.. 


North 

West 

West 

Northeast. . 

East 

Northeast .. 
West . . . 
Northwest . 


do 

Clear  and  cold  . . 

Cloudy  and  cool 

Clear  and  cool; 
windy. 

Clear;  moderate- 
ly warm. 
. ..do. .  •  •  ..do  .. . 

Clear;  warm.. .. 

Very  windy  and 
cold. 


Variations 
of  compass. 


12^28' 


11^   8' 


Camping  places. 


At  springs   four  miles  south 

of  Pass. 
Solado    Spring,    near   Organ 

mountains. 
Onjraairie;  no  water. 
At  Waco  mountains,  (tanks.) 
Sierra  del  Alama^  (spring.) 

Comudas,  (deep  wells.) 
Ojo  del  Cuerbo,  (springs.) 
Peak  of  Guadalupe,  (spring  up 

ravine.) 
Ojo  del  Camins,  (spring  in  the 

Sine  timber.) 
ependence  spring,  near  road 
Ojo  ae  San  Martin  (spring.) 

On  Delaware  creek. 

At  Rio  Pecos,  (brackish  water.) 


Do 
Do 


do 
do 

do 


De 

Crossing. 

Laguna,  (brackish  water.) 
On  prairie,  (no  water.) 
Sand  hills;  water  to  the  east,  in 
the  hills.) 

Do  do 

Pond. 
Pond  on  Llano  Estacado. 

Do  do 

Laguna    Colorado;    water   in 

pond. 
On  "  Big  Spring,"  to  the  south. 
Spring  on  the  road. 
Laguna  on  the  road. 
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fido 


Ihble  <f  distane^, 


Date. 


Place  of  obMrration. 


Distances  bf  chaia  in  niles. 


Prom  camp 
to  camp. 


Total  distance 
from  Dona  Ana. 


Average  bearing 
from  camp  to  camp. 


1849. 

Oct.     6—8 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13—17 

17 
18 
19 

20 
21 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
November  1 


3 

4 
5 

6 

7—10 

10 

11 

12 

13 


Camp  No.  30. , 

•  •  •  e  do  a  •  k  •  •  «51  *   I 

•  •  •  •  CLO  •  •  •  •  •  oo»  < 

•  •  •  •  do  •  •  •  •  •  «So«  c 

•  •  •  •  do 34.  . 

•  • • • do • • • •  •  3o. . 

• • • • uO • • • • • vO • I 

•  •  •  •  do  •••••Ola  , 
a  •  •  • UO •  e  •  •  •  OO •  I 
a  •   •  •  do  •  •   •  •  a  O  «7  •    I 

•  •  •  e  UO  •  •  •  •  •  *a\J»    i 

•  •  •  •  UO  •  •  •  •  ^  4kX  a  I 


•  •  •  • UO •  a  •  I 

•  •  *  •  UO  •  •  •  I 
• • • • UO • • • I 

•  •  •  a  UO •  •  •  < 

• • • • UO • • • I 

•  •  «  • UO  a  a  • « 
a  •  .ado.  •  •  . 

•  •  •  aUOa  •  •  ( 

•  •  ..do.  •  a  . 

•  •  a  a  UO •  •  a  I 

•  •  a  aUOa  a  • 


.42... 
43 

.'46*! 
.46.. 
.47.., 
.48.  „ 
.49.. 
.60.. 
.61.. 
.62. . 


•  •  •  ado 53  a  , 

• .  a .  do 64*  < 

a  •  a  • QO •  •  a  •  a  09 •  i 
a  •  •  ado.  •  a  .  • 56 a  . 


•  a  •  aUOa  •  i 
a  a  a  adO.  a  . 
a  a  a  a  dO.  •  , 
•"a  a  a  dO.  .  , 
a  •  •  • OO  a  •  « 


• .67. , 

>  .  58a  . 
.a59.  . 

..60.  . 

>  a  61a  , 


•  •  •  «  UOa  •  •  •  •  ' 


ISA 
3 

20| 
13' 
18* 

17A 
8* 

4 
2 

7 

9} 
11* 

13iV 
14A 

124 
13 
11 
13| 

7-A 
141 
li»^ 
12f 

B 
17tV 

84 
10f 

16* 
13 


423A 
42ftA 
446|H 
459i«f 

478,V^ 

496A 

603fJ 

60711 
609tJ 
614/, 

626** 
633** 

643/, 
664}f 

661AV 
673,»jV 

686iW 
601^*^ 

614AV 
626A?, 
639//, 

664/,V 

^^^^ 
711AV 

736tt' 
745** 

768^,f 
773//, 

7e6A«, 


N.  660  12' E. 
E. 

N."670E.'!!! 
N.  620  28'E. 
N.  62<'40'E. 

N.  65°  E. . . . 

N.  780  20' E. 

S.  86OE 

S.  88OE 

8.88°  30'E. 

N.  70°  20'  E. 
N.  68°  E. . . . 

N.  80O20'E. 

N.  690E.... 
N.  66oS0'E. 
N.  460  28' E. 
N.  650  16'  E. 
N.  740  32'  E. 
N.  820  E. . . . 
N.480  31   E., 

S.  790E 

N.  830  lof  E., 

S.  830E 

N.  750  10'  E. 

N.  8I0E 

N.  6O0  45'  E. 

N.  560E 

N.    302O'  E. 

N.20OE 

N.  530  E. . . . 
N.  41°  40'  E. 

N.  190  26'  E. 
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^mring9y  4^. — Continued. 


Meteorological  obeervatiora. 


uriod. 


ivcmzvbf* 


Variations 
of  compaaa. 


Camping  places. 


Northwest . 

West 

Southwest, 
Northeast .. 
Soathwest. 


North. 

North. 

Sonth 
South 
North. 

Korth. 
West. 


North 

•Vest  •  •  •  • 

West 

Southeast 
Southeast 
Southwest. 
Southwest 

South 

Southwest. 
South. . . 
South. . . 


Southwest. 

South 

South 

Southwest. 


'  Southeast. 


Cold  and  cloudy, 
..do do ... 


Warm  and  clear.. 

Cold  and  cloudy. 

Clear  and  wann; 
windy. 

Cold,  cloudy,  & 
windy. 

Cold  '^  norther'^ 
48  hours. 

Clear  and  miid.. 

...do do ... 

Cold  rain  and 
snow  storm. 

Clear  and  cold  . . 

Clear;  frost  du- 
ring the  nig^t. 

Clear  and  warm. 

. .  .do .do  . • . 

. •  .do do  .. . 

. ..do do  .. . 

...do do  .. . 

Warm  and  clear. 

, do 


do 

Clear  and  mild. 
do 


Clear  with  strong 

wind. 
Warm,  with  do. 
..do.. ..do 


Warm  and  cloudy 
Cloudy  and  show 

ers. 
Clear  and  mild . « 
do 


Cloudy 

Cold  rain  all  day. 
Clear 


.do. 


lO^^iC 


10Q2(y 


Affluent  of  Pash-a-ho-no. 

Do  do 

Affluent  of  Brazos. 
Pash-a^ho-no. 
Spring,  .(sulphurous.) 

Affluent  Brazos. 

Do 

Do 
Do 
Do 

Qua-gua-he-no  (Pecan  timber.) 
Spring  Brook  (tributary  Clear 
Fork.)      , 

Do  do  do 

Do  do  do 

Rio  Brazos. 
Affluent  of  Brazos. 
Affluent  of  Trinity. 
Affluent  of  Trinity. 

Do  do 

Affluent  of  Little  Washita. 

Do  do 

Affluent  of  Trinity. 
Affluent  of  Elm  fork  of  Trinity. 

Do  do  do 

Do  do  do 

Affluent  of  Red  river. 
Do  do 

Do  do 

Fort  Washita. 

"Blue"  (tributary  to  Red  river.) 

Boggy  depot. 

Litue  Boggy  (affluent  of  Red 

river.) 

Do  do  do 
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TaNe  qf  ^ttaiu^s 


Distancea  by  chain  Id  miles. 

AvM^ie  bearing  (cote 
camp  to  camp. 

Date. 

From  eamp 
to  camp. 

Total  diaiMC. 
from  Donna  Am. 

1849. 

Nov.        14 

16 
16 

n 

18 
19 

CampNo,.63... 

•  •  •  .do 64.  •  • 

•  •  •  .do.  •  •  •  .65.  •  • 

•  • • .do.  • • • •66. • • 
• . .  .do 67. .  • 

•  • • .do* • • . .68.  . . 

17i 

16 
24 
16 
23 
14 

803A^ 

818AV 
842tV, 

867^,V 
880VW 
894AV 

N.  18°  20'  E.. 

N.  30°  40'  E.. 
N.  83O30'E.. 
N.  80°  20*  E.. 

N.  81°  E 

N.34°30'  E.. 
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hmings,  4^. — Continued. 


Meteorological  obsenrations. 


Wind. 


Weather. 


Clear, 
.do.. 


Rain. 

Clear 

..do.. 

..do.. 


VarianoiiB 
of  compass. 


CamptDg  places. 


Prior's   (affluent   of    Gaines's 

creek.) 
South  Pork  of  Canadian. 
Cooper's  creek. 
Coon  creek. 
Agency. 
Port  Smith. 
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SItt  Cosaaxaa,  [  SENATE.  1  With  Ex.  Doc  . 

lit  Session.  No.  64. 


REPORT 

OF 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 


KMCLOBIKO 


The  report  of  Lieutenant  W.  H,   C.  Whiting^s  reconnaissance  of  the 
western  frontier  of  Texas. 


JvNE  28,  1860. 

Read. 

July  5,  1860. 
Ordered  to  be  pribted. 


War  Department,  Washington,  June  27, 1850. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from 
Captain  Fred.  A.  Smith,  in  charge  of  the  Engineer  Department,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  reconnaissance  of  Lieutenant  W.  H.  C.  Whi- 
ting, of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  of  the  western  frontier  of  Texas,  with  a 
trace  of  the  accompanying  map,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  26th  instant  calling  for  such  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  Millard  Fillmore, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


Engineer  Department,  Washington,  June  26,  1860. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  call  of  the  Senate  resolution  of  the  26th 
instant,  herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  encloseacopy  of  the  reconnaissance 
of  Lieutenant  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  of  the  west- 
em  frontier  of  Texas,  with  a  trace  ef  the  accompanying  map. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient 

FRED.  A.  SMITH, 
Captain  EngineerSy  in  charge. , 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford^ 

Secretary  of  War. 
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San  Antonio,  Mtxrch  25,  1850. 
Geneilal:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  my  report  to  Major 
General  Brooke,  upon  the  frontier  of  Texas;  also,  a  sketch  of  the  line  of 
posts. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Lieutenant  of  EngiTieers. 
Gen.  J.  G.  Totten, 

C^ief  Engineer  of  the  United  States. 


Headquarters  Eighth  Military  Department, 

San  Antonio,  Texas y  October  1,  1849. 

Sir:  It  being  very  important  that  a  military  reconnaissance  should  be 
made  of  the  western  frontier  of  Texas  indicated  by  the  chain  of  posts 
now  established,  commencing  at  the  Rio  Seco  and  terminating  on  the 
Red  river,  at  the  mouth  of  the  False  Washita,  you  have  been  selected  for 
that  duty. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  embrace  in  your  report  the  general  character  of 
the  country,  the  roads  to  be  constructed  between  the  posts,  (taking  the  , 
nearest  routes  eligible  for  such  roads,)  timber  and  stone  for  quarters,  fuel 
and  water,  and  the  subsistence  and  forage  which  the  country  adjoining 
the  posts  can  supply — also  noticing  the  amount  of  population  and  cultiva- 
tion, as  well  as  the  healthiness  of  the  country. 

You  will  also,  after  consulting  with  the  officers  in  command  respectively, 
report  on  the  military  sites  now  established,  with  the  necessary  works  and 
buildings  applicable  to  each  position,  the  number  of  companies  in  each  work, 
(which  must  be  proportioned  to  the  strength  of  the  trioe  in  the  neighbor- 
hood,) with  the  passes  by  which  the  Indians  are  in  the  habit  of  entering 
the  settlements,  and  those  particularized  which  are  the  most  important. 
You  will  make  a  report  of  your  survey  for  these  headquarters. 

On  the  completion  of  this  duty,  you  will  return  to  this  post,  when  you 
will  receive  similar  orders  to  make  a  reconnaissance  from  the  Seco  to  Eagle 
pass,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  to  the  mouth  of  that  river. 

Brevet  Major  E.  B.  Babbitt,  assistant  quartermaster,  vrill  furnish  you 
with  the  necessary  outfit,  and  the  commanding  officers  at  the  different 
posts  will  furnish  the  proper  escorts. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  M.  BROOKE, 
Brevet  Major  General. 

Lieut.  W.  H.  0.  Whiting, 

Corps  of  Engineers. 

True  copy. 

GEO.  DEAS, 
Assistatit  Adjutant  Qeneral. 
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San  Antonio,  January  21,  1850. 

Major:  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  commanding  general  in 
this  department,  dated  October  1, 1  have  the  honor  to  render  a  report  of  a 
reconnaissance  of  so  much  of  the  military  frontier  of  Texas  as  extends 
from  the  mouth  of  the  False  Washita,  on  Red  river,  to  Fort  Lincoln,  on 
Rio  Seco. 

The  chain  of  posts  now  established  reaches,  in  a  direction  generally 
neartheast  and  southwest,  from  the  Rio  Grande,  at  Eagle  pass,  to  Coffee's 
bend,  on  Red  river — an  extent  covering  a  great  variety  of  country.  Be- 
tween ten  and  twenty  miles  above  the  Wool  road,  and  parallel  to  it,  is 
found  the  southern  slope  of  a  range  of  rugged  hills.  This  range  is  the 
lower  limit  of  the  great  limestone  formation  of  the  northwest  prairie;  and 
from  its  base  stretch  the  beautiful  valleys  of  Las  Moras,  the  Nueces,  the 
Frio,  the  Medina,  and  the  Guadalupe.  Leaving  the  Medina,  it  assumes 
a  northeasterly  direction,  until,  passing  the  Colorado,  it  is  lost  in  the  ele- 
vated tables  of  the  Brazos.  The  country  which  it  bounds  is  a  succes- 
sion of  rolling  prairie  and  gentle  slopes,  clothed  with  luxuriant  mezquite 
grass,  and  studded  with  groves  of  live  oat  and  post  oak.  Watered  by  nu- 
merous creeks,  it  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  tracts  of  western  Texas,  and 
at  no  distant  time  the  vicinity  of  the  streams  will  be  settled.  To  this 
section  the  base  of  the  limestone  hills  wiH  be  a  permanent  frontier.  Far 
to  the  north  and  west,  the  vast  prairie  presents  an  unbroken,  sterile,  and 
arid  plain,  destitute  of  attraction  to  the  squatter.  As  the  settlements  are 
approached,  this  plain  is  broken  into  innumerable  ravines,  bounded  by 
steep  cliffs.  Here  are  to  be  found  the  heads  of  the  rivers  of  southwest 
Texas.  Rising  in  this  broken  and  diflficult  region,  they  break  through 
the  hills,  forming  the  noted  passes  known  by  their  several  names.  These 
have  long  been  the  resort  of  the  Comanches,  Lipans,  and  Wacos,  in  their 
predatory  excursions  to  the  lower  Rio  Grande  and  the  hamlets  near  San 
Antonio.  Trails  are  to  be  found  running  in  many  directions  through  the 
rich  bottoms  of  the  Llano  and  the  San  Saba — ^tributaries  to  the  Colorado. 

Northeast  of  the  Guadalupe,  in  the  direction  of  the  line  of  posts,  and 
beyond  the  river  Pedernales,  is  found  a  country  greatly  different  from  that 
just  described.  The  tameness  of  the  limestone  scenery  is  relieved  in  the 
rough  mountains  of  the  Colorado.  The  primitive  rocks  are  everywhere 
naet.  Sienitic  granite,  in  enormous  masses,  and  of  superior  quality,  and 
great  ledges  of  red  sandstone,  through  which  are  protruded  quartz, 

¥ieiss,  and  felspatic  rocks,  form  the  distinguishing  features  of  this  locality, 
he  soil  is  almost  entirely  composed  of  detritus  from  these  rocks  j  and  the 
indications  of  valuable  minerals  are  abundant.  There  are  many  places  in 
which  silver  ore  is  found  in  considerable  quantity.  Building  stone  of  the 
finest  quality  and  of  every  variety  exists  in  inexhaustable  quarries.  Oth- 
erwise this  section  is  not  valuable,  and,  except  the  mountain  cedar  and 
the  wood  which  shelter  the  rich  and  charming  valley  of  the  Pedernales 
to  the  southward,  generally  bare  of  timber.  The  Colorado,  one  of  the 
largest  rivers  of  Texas,  waters  this  region.  It  is  generally  diflicult  to 
fold,  and  is  subject  to  very  extraordinary  freshets.  The  lands  of  its  valley, 
though  confined,  are  remarkable  for  rich  and  productive  soil;  and  the 
scenery  through  which  the  line  passes  is  exceedingly  beautiful  and  va- 
rious. Upon  leaving  this  river,  we  leave  also  the  older  formations.  They 
gmdually  give  place  to  beds  of  marble,  and  still  further  on  to  vast  strata 
•j>f  the  fossiliferous  limestones.    Timber  begins  to  be  scarce,  and  is  only 
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found  in  the  river  valleys.  No  country  can  be  better  watered,  and  creeks 
intersect  the  plains  at  short  intervals.  The  remarkable  feature  of  this 
region  is  the  elevated  prairie,  with  its  unbroken  horizon.  Through  this, 
and  at  a  great  depth  below  its  level,  flow,  in  narrow  and  precipitous 
caiions,  the  Lampasas,  the  Cowhouse,  the  Leon,  and  the  Bosque--4arge 
and  rapid  streams,  with  numerous  tributaries.  All  these  rivers  are  of  the 
waters  of  the  Brazos — the  dividing  ridge  between  which  and  the  Colorado 
is  very  near  to  the  latter.  Except  in  times  of  high  water,  little  or  no  im- 
pediment exists  to  travelling  in  any  direction.  The  st^p  banks  of  the 
rivers  require  preparation  for  the  passage  of  wagons;  but  the  Indian  is 
not,  as  in  the  lower  country,  confined  to  certain  routes  for  water  and  prac- 
ticable trails:  he  can,  without  difficulty,  traverse  the  country  in  all  di- 
rections. Here,  then,  that  local  importance  of  posts  with  respect  to  cer- 
tain passes  which  obtains  in  the  southwest  country  is  not  felt,  and  their 
disposition  depends  altogether  upon  their  relative  distance  apart  and  the 
extent  of  country  over  which  their  garrisons  are  competent  to  operate. 

Between  the  Brazos  and  the  Red  river,  the  same  general  alternation  of 
prairie  and  river  bottom  is  met  with.  The  numerous  freshets  of  the 
streams,  overflowing  their  rich  valleys,  render  their  vicinity  very  unheal-  ^ 
thy.  This  is  particularly  the  case  with  the  Trinity,  whose  broad  lands 
are  often  entirely  under  water.  Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  features  of 
this  section  are  the  two  great  belts  of  forest  known  as  the  "Cross  Tim- 
bers." Distant  about  fifty  miles  apart,  they  reach  from  the  Brazos  across 
Red  river,  and  are  separated  by  a  prairie  entirely  destitute  of  wood. 
Throughout  the  lower,  the  settlements  are  rapidly  increasing.  Abound- 
ing in  game,  and  containing  many  tracts  of  valuable  lands,  sheltered  from 
the  "northers,^  these  belts  are  important  as  being  a  favorite  range  for 
many  of  the  I'exas  Indians,  and  their  usual  home  in  the  winter.  About 
fifty  miles  to  the  north  of  the  Trinity,  in  crossing  the  divide  between  it 
and  Red  river,  the  northern  limit  of  the  great  Texas  limestones  is  found, 
and  the  Red  sandstones  of  Arkansas  commence  to  appear. 

Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  most  remarkable  characteristics  of  the  ex- 
tensive line  of  country  upon  which  the  troops  are  placed  to  operate.  Their 
stations,  when  the  nature  of  the  enemy  and  of  the  country  is  considered, 
will  be  found  not  to  depend  at  all  upon  local  advantages  for  attack  and 
defence — a  matter  of  great  moment  in  the  establishment  of  positions  against 
a  less  barbarous  enemy.  Regarded  as  starting-points  and  resting-places 
for  the  scouts,  whose  duty  is  to  restrain  and  punish  Indian  depredation, 
their  relative  distance  becomes  the  most  important  consideration.  This, 
however,  is  especially  true  only  of  the  upper  part  of  the  firontier;  and  a5 
this  report  is  projjerly  confined  to  that  portion,  I  wish  to  leave  the  account 
of  the  Seco  and  its  vicinity  until  I  can  consider  it  in  connexion  with  the 
lemainder  of  the  line. 

The  route  between  Fort  Lincoln  and  Fort  Martin  Scott,  in  nearly  a 
direct  Une,  has  generally  been  supposed  impracticable,  on  account  of  the 
numerous  rugged  caiions  whi«h  intersect  the  hills.  A  careful  examina- 
tion which  I  commenced  from  Fredericksburg  in  the  direction  of  the 
Bandera  pass  (and  which  was  finished  by  Capt.  Steele,  2d  dragoons)  points 
out  a  road  at  least  equal  to  that  between  San  Antonio  and  Fort  Martin 
Scott.  This  route,  joining  the  old  ranger  trail  about  ten  miles  northeast  of 
Yandenburg,  crosses  the  Medina,  and  by  the  Bandera  pass  reaches  the  val- 
ley  of  the  Guadalupe;  thence^  in  nearly  a  straight  line^  it  attains  Uxe  Peder-« 
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nales  valley  near  the  station.  This  celebrated  Indian  pass  has  been  known 
as  an  ladian  road  from  the  earliest  history  of  the  Spanish  settlements.  It 
has  been  identified  with  many  a  frontier  fight  and  many  a  hostile  inroad. 
By  it  the  passage  from  the  Guadalupe  to  the  Medina  is  readily  made,  and 
the  precipitous  clifTs  and  difficult  ravines  which  separate  these  rivers  on 
the  dividing  ridge  avoided,  [t  is  still  used  by  the  Indians.  Their  towns 
yet  remain  on  ttie  Guadalupe  hard  by  it;  but  the  establishment  of  the  posts 
and  of  the  ranging  stations  has  rendered  the  vicinity  unsafe  for  them.  It 
is  an  outlet  of  great  importance^  and  I  consider  it  well  that  the  trail 
of  the  scouts  and  patrols  should  pass  through  it.  The  general  character 
of  the  route  is  hilly,  and  the  distance  about  one  hundred  and  ten  miles. 
Some  labor  would  be  required  to  prepare  a  wagon-road;  and,  on  account 
of  the  facility  of  communication  from  either  post  with  headquarters,  I  con- 
sider it  unnecessary  (hat  more  than  the  trail  for  the  scouts  should  be  indi- 


Fort  Martin  Scott  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  Barron's 
creek,  a  small  tributary  of  liie  Pedernales,  about  two  miles  from  the  town 
of  Fredericksburg,  and  seventy-five  from  San  Antonio.  Its  site  is  healthy, 
oonyenient,  and  judiciously  chosen.  Placed  in  a  section  of  country 
which  is  part  of  the  rich  valley  of  the  Pedernales,  clothed  with  a  plentiful 
growth  of  post  oak  and  cypress,  with  abundance  of  building  stone,  lime, 
and  sand  hard  by,  and  among  settlements  rapidly  increasing,  it  has 
almost  all  the  requisites  for  the  quarters  and  subsistence  of  troops.  It  has 
a  central  position  with  respect  to  the  upper  and  lower  settlements  of  the 
Pedernales,  and  to  the  towns  of  the  Germans  and  the  Mormons.  The  latter 
place  thriving,  its  mills  supply  the  neighborhood  with  lumber  and  meal, 
and  ample  crops  furnish  the  forage  required  by  the  troops.  Fredericks- 
burg is  a  healthy  position:  the  garrison  appeared  to  advantage,  and  I  have 
heard  of  no  endemic  disease  existing  there.  As  to  buildings  and  quarters 
leqoired,  the  fine  barracks  of  hewn  logs  already  put  up  are  ample  for  all 
pieseut  purposes,  and  other  than  these  no  defensive  works  are  necessary; 
y%  for  com]Jete  security  against  horse-stealing  by  the  Indians,  I  would 
i^mmend  that  all  public  stables  be  enclosed  by  a  high  and  strong  picket 
4nce. 

Fort  Croghan,  the  next  station  on  the  line,  is  situated  at  the  head- 
apring  of  Hamilton's  creek^  a  small  tributary  of  the  Colorado.  In  a  pretty 
^ley,  sheltered  from  the  northers  by  the  neighboring  hills  and  groves  of 
poet  oak,  the  position,  in  point  of  health  and  comfort  of  the  troops,  is 
fcund  to  be  a  good  one.  I  examined  with  great  care  the  country  lying 
l^tween  this  and  Fredericksburg.  As  before  mentioned  ^  this  section  is 
Terjr  rugged  and  difiicult,  and  in  its  formation  is  distinct  from  other 
portions  of  Texas.  Leaving  Fort  Martin  Scott  in  a  course  nearly  north- 
^t  by  east,  the.  connecting  road  will  pass  from  the  Pedernales  valley 
through  Connor's  gap,  and  thence  continue  to  the  Colorado,  crossing  it 
just  below  the  mouih  of  the  < " Sandy. ' '  A  continuous  valley  Hes  between 
the  rough  mountains  which  enclose  that  creek  and  the  hills  to  the  east- 
]j|^;  which  are  the  divide  between  the  Pedernales  and  the  Colorado, 
^e  passage  of  the  latter  river  is  difficult.  The  ford  has  been  much  used  by 
the  Indians,  but  is  scarcely  practicable  for  wagon  communication.  Should 
that  be  deemed  essentisJ,  a  ferry  must  be  placed  near  this  point,  which  in- 
volves the  establishment  of  a  settlement  or  a  guard.  Certainly  the  valley 
and  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  are  exceedingly  rich  and  beautiful,  and  well 
adapted  to  attract  settlers  5  but;  for  the  purposes  of  scouting  and  express,  the 
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obstacle  is  not  great  enough  to  require  this.  Fifteen  miles  irom  the  cross- 
ing is  the  station  of  Fort  Croghan;  and  the  whole  distance  is  not  ereater 
than  sixty  miles.  The  troops  at  this  post  had  already  constructed  their 
shelters  for  the  winter  in  a  very  substantial  and  creditable  manner.  They 
are  well  laid  out  in  suitable  arrangement.  The  marble  and  conunon 
limestone  abounding  in  the  vicinity  have  supplied  good  building  material; 
and  chimneys,  ovens,  and  other  necessary  structures  of  masonary  have 
been  put  up,  not  only  with  rapidity,  but  neatness.  Four  miles  below  the 
fort,  upon  Hamilton's  creek,  was  the  cantonment  of  the  rangers  known  as 
"McCuUoch's  station."  This  was  the  point  originally  selected  for  the 
troops.  Some  disagreement  with  the  owners  of  the  land  caused  their  re- 
moval to  their  present  locality ->a  fortunate  thing;  for  the  ranger  camp,  from 
the  miasma  arising  from  the  sinkholes  of  the  neighboring  prairie,  is  found 
to  be  unhealthy.  The  valley  of  the  Colorado  is  open  to  the  same  objec^ 
tion ;  otherwise,  it  would  be  expedient  to  occupy  that.  No  such  complaint  is 
made  of  Fort  Croghan ;  and  the  medical  officer  of  the  post  informed  me  that 
the  men  had  been  uniformly  healthy  since  its  first  establishment.  This 
station  is  about  fifty  miles  distant  by  the  road  from  Austin,  and  receives 
its  supplies  from  that  point.  The  resources  of  the  vicinity,  particularly 
on  the  Bmshy  and  the  San  Gabriel,  are  ample  for  the  supply  of  the  forage 
and  the  ma^et  of  the  garrison.  No  settlement  exists  to  the  westwaid. 
While  the  rangers  occupied  this  section,  a  guard  was  detailed,  which  held 
the  points  at  the  Sandy  crossing  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Llano,  (where 
is  also  a  ford,)  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  lower  Brazos  In- 
dians to  the  country  i|outh  of  the  Colorado. 

Communication  between  this  post  and  that  on  the  river  Leon,  the  next 
on  the  line,  is  very  ^asy.  Distant  about  seventy-five  miles,  the  latter  is 
placed  on  the  left  btok  of  the  stream,  in  one  of  the  finest  valleys  occur- 
mg  upon  the  route.  No  other  labor  is  required  to  make  a  Mr  wagon-road 
between  the  stations  than  to  slope  the  banks  of  the  rivers  at  the  fords. 
As  observed  in  noticing  the  general  characteristics  of  the  country,  these 
rivers  are  remarkable  for  the  deep  channels  through  the  prairies  by  which 
they  make  their  way  to  the  lower  country.  The  valleys  are  formed  in  sev- 
eral plateaux,  which,  like  great  steps,  render  the  descent  to  the  water  less 
difficult.  Covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber,  and  comprising  a  great 
deal  of  fine  land,  this  section  holds  out  many  inducements  for  settlers, 
who  abready  are  beginning,  assured  of  the  protection  of  the  troops,  to  take 
advantage  of  it.  Here  is  found  the  southern  limit  of  that  enormous  bed 
of  marine  fossils  which  stretches  far  away  to  the  territory  north  of  Red 
river.  Few  tracts  are  more  interesting  to  the  geologist.  The  precipitous 
cliffs  of  the  rivers  display  the  various  strata,  perfecdv  defined  by  their  re- 
mains, froni  the  lower  fossiliferous  limestones  to  the  last  beds  of  the  sand- 
stones, which  lie  exposed  on  the  surface  of  the  prairie. 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  season  when  Fort  Gates  was  established, 
the  barracks  and  buildings  of  the  post  were  not  quite  so  forward  as  else- 
where on  the  line.  Fine  timber  is  found  abundantly  in  the  vicinity,  and 
the  garrison  may  depend  upon  the  settlements  within  fifty  miles  on  the 
Austin  road  for  supplies  of  forage  and  beef. 

Fort  Graham,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Brazos,  occupies  the  position 
known  as  Jose  Maria  village.  No  place  on  the  line  is  more  remarkable 
for  its  beauty  and  fitness  in  every  respect  jfor  a  Rarrison.  A  clear  creek 
passing  the  camp  gives  water  to  the  post.    The  fertile  lands  of  the  Brazos 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


241  [  64  ] 

Mspiead  out  before  it.  It  is  healthy— the  late  sickness  so  prevalent 
imoBg  a  portion  of  the  troops  having  been  due  to  their  stay  in  the  pesti- 
leDt  region  of  the  Trinity.  A  substantial  building  has  been  put  up  as  a 
bospitat,  and  the  shelter  for  the  men  nearly  completed.  To  Fort  Gates 
the  distance  is  about  fifty-five  miles — ^the  route  between  the  two  posts  lying 
to  the  eastward  of  a  direct  line,  forced  in  that  course  by  th«  mugh  coun- 
ty of  Coryell's  creek  and  th«  upper  Bosques.  Wagons  have  already 
passed  erer  it,  and  it  is  in  all  respects  a  good  one«  At  the  post  a  ferry 
has  been  established,  which  in  time  of  high  water  keeps  up  communica- 
tkm.  Timber  of  cedar  and  oak  abounds  in  the  vicinity ;  and  the  settlements 
to  the  eastward  and  lower  down  on  the  Brazos  afford  forage  and  a  market  ^ 
VBOple  ibrthe  wants  of  the  post.  It  is  gieady  frequented  by  Indians  of  ail 
tnW  Most  of  the  Texas  bands  live  upon  the  upper  Brazos;  and  the 
Tidoity  of  the  tradrng-house  about  fifty  miles  above  Fort  Graham  renders 
ita]ilace  of  great  importance.  A  direct  road  to  Austin,  one  hundred  and 
ftirtjr  miles  long,  is  much  travelled,  and  is  now  the  route  for  supplies. 

Pifty-tbnr  miles  above  Port  Graham,  in  nearly  a  north  direction,  at  the 
JBBction  of  the  Clear  and  West  forks  of  the  Trinity  river,  is  Fort  Worth.  An 
excellent  road,  skirting  the  western  edge  of  the  Lower  Cross  Timbers,  is  al  - 
ready  made  between  the  posts.  The  latter  is  the  most  northerly  of  the 
chain,  and  13  the  most  objectionable  in  its  position.  The  Trinity,  a  rapid 
stream,  to  which  belong  many  tributaries,  is  subject  to  very  sudden  rises. 
Ofii&e  the  rivers  to  Che  southwest,  its  valley  is  a  level  flat,  between 
tfcich  aad  the  Great  Prairie  there  is  but  one  descent.  From  two  to  three 
iBles  wide,  and  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  trees  and  underwood, 
dtisis  by  the  fieshets  converted  into  soft  mud;  and  when  the  water  sub- 
sides, it  leaves  \a  the  sun  a  mass  of  rotted  vegetable  matter  and  half-dried 
Dnd,  whence  the  constant  sickness  in  the  country  is  engendered.  Fever 
tad  agii«  prevail  through  the  whole  year,  and  the  troops  have  suffered 
dm  it  very  much.  'Vhe  timber  which  exists  at  all  westward  of  the 
^Cmss  Timbers"  is  only  found  in  these  valleys  of  the  streams,  and  there 
it  is  impossible  to  live^  The  garrison  is  therefore  forced  to  the  high 
|ibin,  exposed  all  wiiu^to  the  northers  and  sleets  of  the  country,  and  in 
nmmer  to  scorching  neats.  The  fort  has  been  laid  out  on  a  scale  rather 
CQDtracCed — probably  as  designed  originally  but  for  one  company.  And  the 
anangementof  the  stables  I  cannot  commend:  they  are  much  too  near 
Ae  quarters  of  both  officers  and  men,  and,  however  thorough  the  po- 
Boe  may  b«,  cannot  but  be  offensive  in  summer.  The  question  of  secu- 
%  or  defence  is  readily  settled.  A  picketing  with  a  guard,  considering 
Ae  nature  and  mode  of  warfare  of  the  probable  enemy,  is  ample.  To 
(ihce  the  stables  within  shot  fix>m  the  barracks,  in  such  wise  that  its  ap- 
fiDaeh,  in  event  of  a^ot^  de  mainy  is  commanded,  1  think  is  all  that  is  re- 
spired. 

A  mill,  worked  by  horse-power,  hard  by  the  post,  and  the  thickly- wooded 
kttom  of  the  Trinity,  Airnish  cheap  and  abundant  supplies  of  lumber 
asd  fuel.  A  coarse-grained  marble,  making  excellent  building  material, 
ftd  plenty  of  lime  and  sand,  are  found  in  the  neighborhood.  No  post  is 
»  plentifiilly  supplied  as  to  forage  and  subsistence.  Within  forty  miles 
aie  the  little  villages  df  Dallas  and  Alton;  and  numerous  hamlets  are 
tend  through  the  Uross  Timbers,  which  afford  nearly  everything  that  is 
ftqahred  for  consumption  by  the  troops. 

The  route  between  Fort  Smith  and  the  Red  river  is  already  {Hacticable^ 
Ex.— 16 
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and  skirts  the  western  edge  of  the  Cross  Timbers  for  abont  eighty  miltf 
After  crossing  Hickory  creek,  thirty  miles  from  the  post,  the  bouses  o 
squatters  are  to  be  seen  at  short  intervals  all  along  the  road,  as  (hi  as  th< 
little  village  of  Preston,  in  Coffee's  bend.  The  distance  between  Poi 
Washita  and  Fort  Worth  is  one  hnndrai  and  twentymiles,  and  entinrf; 
too  great  for  their  small  garrisons  to  scout  over  effectually*  An  extensivi 
line  of  country  is  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  Witchitas— a  wild  tribe 
with  which,  as  yet,  no  relations  have  been  established.  They  live  upon  th< 
Red  river,  some  fifty  miles  west  of  the  line,  and  are  hostile.  Should  it  b 
deemed  suflSciently  important  to  establish  another  post  between  Fort 
Washita  and  Worth,  I  recommend  the  position  at  the  Elm  fork  of  Trinity- 
formerly  a  rangei^  station,  and  about  midway  on  the  road — as  satififyingal 
requisite  conditions. 

From  this  brief  notice  of  the  different  stations,  to  avoid  repetition, 
proceed  to  some  general  remarks  applicable  to  them  all.  .  The  building 
required  at  present  are  such  as  are  in  process  of  erection — comfortable  to 
houses;  and,  besides  the  recommendation  that  capacious  hospitals^  wit 
suitable  accommodation  foe  attendants,  be  made,  I  have  nothing  to  ad 
upon  this  matter.  I  might  say  that  great  expense  would  be  saved  to  4) 
government,  as  well  in  money  as  in  time  and  labor,  while  the  efficiency < 
garrisons  would  be  consequently  increased,  if  each  post  were  stupplic 
with  a  circular  saw  and  its  apparatus,  to  be  worked  by  horse-power.  J 
all  of  them  are  a  number  of  mules:  many  of  these  are  pack  mules,  att< 
,  when  not  used  in  the  scouting  parties,  conld  be  applied  to  this  withei 
additional  cost.  The  advantages  resulting  are  so  obvious,  that  it  is  m 
necessary  to  enter  into  the  details  ot  expens^.  AH  the  lumber  require 
could  be  supplied  by  three  or  four  men;  and  not  only  would  tbebuildinj 
be  neater,  more  comfortable  and  convenient,  than  those  of  rough-hev 
material,  but  the  effective  force  of  the  garrisons  be  put  to  their  appropria 
duly  and  discipline.  The  weight  of  Texas  lumber,  and  the  distance 
posts  from  places  where  mills  are  worked,  render  it  extremely  expensiv 
while,  by  this  means,  all  that  is  incurred  is  the  original  cost  of  machinery- 
an  outlay,  in  consequent  saving  to  governmen*  many  times  covered. 

I  have  to  urge  that  the  garrisons  occupying  tnis  line,  with  the  cooip 
nies  as  at  present  organized,  nre  &r  from  strong  enough  to  be  effectiv 
and  this  is  a  matter  of  such  moment  as  cannot  be  too  forcibly  represei 
ed.  Certainly,  occupied  with  building,  charged  with  scouting  over-i 
extensive  line  and  protecting  a  great  frontier  exposed  to  a  restless  m 
active  enemy,  this  command,  even  when  not  disturbed,  must  be  con^ 
ered  as  in  a  state  of  war.  It  is  expected  to  be  always  ready;  and  thi 
with  the  skeleton  organization,  is  itnpossible.  This  is  especially  true 
the  lower  posts,  including  that  at  b'redericksburg;  for  above  a  diffect 
state  of  things  exists.  Most  of  the  Indians  of  Texas  find  a  home  opt 
the  upper  Brazos,  within  a  few  days'  march  of  the  more  northerly  posi 
There  are  their  cornfields,  their  women  and  children — there  the  pastuiq 
of  their  horses.  In  the  Upper  Cross  Timbers,  and  about  the  head^ 
the  Leon,  is  the  range  of  the  lands  of  the  lonis,  Keechis,  Caddos,  Tahl 
canos,  Tancahuas,  and  Wacos.  The  Witcfaitas  live  on  Red  river.  Th^ 
people  are  naturally  cautious  of  depredating  on  settlements  protected  i 
posts  so  near  to  themselves,  and  whence  they  may  meet  a  severe  letrit 
tion.  Accordingly,  we  hear  of  but  few  disturbances  in  that  quarter.  4j 
easionally  a  horse  or  a  beef  is  taken,  but  muidera  are  of  rare  •cconen^ 
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The  case  is  difiSsrent below;  and  while  the  old  men  and  the  chiefs  are 
Yisitiag  the  upper  posts  in  good  feith  and  amity^  and  their  hunters  cany- 
ifigon  an  active  trade  in  game^  their  young  men  are  almost  continually  on 
the  war-path  against  the  settlements  of  the  lower  country.  For  such  rea- 
sons, great  activity  and  efficiency  are  required  of  the  garrisons  bound  to 
tfford  protection  there.  I  cannot  recommend  less  than  two  mounted  com- 
paDies  of  one  hundred  men  each  at  Fort  Martin  Scott.  With  a  force 
targe  enough  to  allow  the  detail  of  strong  and  frequent  scouts,  its  position 
is  soeh  as  to  render  great  service  in  punishitig,  as  well  as  restraining,  In- 
dian depredation.  Within  one  hundred  miles,  in  a  westerly  direction, 
pBssall  the  greet  trails,  at  known  points,  by  the  rivers  of  the  lower  coun- 
try. Differing  from  the  northerly  parts  of  Texas,  this  is  rugged  and  dif- 
ficult, and  there  are  certain  passes  by  which  the  enemy  is  forced  to  nu)ve. 
This  fort,  from  its  situf^tion,  may  be  said,  by  active  scouting,  to  com- 
inand  them*  On  the  Llano,  the  San  Saba,  and  the  Concho,  is  nmch  val- 
aaWeland.  Already  the  Germans  are  pushing  th^ir  settlements  into 
these  sections,  and  from  it  must  be  furnished  the  protection  they  need. 

Ports  Crc^han  and  Gates  are  of  less-  general  importance.  They  serv^ 
for  the  protection  of  their  immediate  neighborhood;  and  their  situation  is 
dependent  upon  the  distance  over  which  their  forces  are  competent  to 
operate  with  effect.  For  garrisons  of  two  companies,  (the  least  I  could 
tecommend,)  thrs  distance  appears  to  be  about  sixty  or  seventy  miles; 
and  while  the  nature  of  the  country  is  such  that  the  Indian  can  move 
in  all  directions,  from  the  same  cause  the  news  of  his  approach  flies  rap- 
idly, and  he  is  readily  pursued. 

To  Fort  Graham,  on  the  other  hand,  I  attach  great  importance,  for  rea- 
sooa  which  apply  to  it  peculiarly,  on  the  upper  frontier.  In  the  immediate 
ne^hborhood  of  the  various  Indian  tribes,  m  whose  camps  may  be  heard 
^bngleMof  the  garrison,  it  is  regarded  by  them  as  a  council-spot — a 
fl«»  where  they  will  make  their  treaties,  and  receive  their  presents.  To 
^and  to  feel  the  power  of  the  country  directly  at  their  own  homes,  has 
upon  theto  a  great  effect.  Its  proof  is,  that,  while  hundreds,  perhaps 
Aoasands,  of  them  are  ranging  through  the  woods  and  up  the  creeks,  it 
^I'cms  perfectly  safe  to  travel,  and  the  numerous  animals  of  the  post  graze, 
<«ithe  broad  vall<y  of  the  Brazos,  mouth  in  and  out,  without  disturbance 
or  theit.  The  relations  which  exist  at  this  fort  with  the  Indians  satisfy 
^  that  the  nearer  tothemj^arrisorts  (/force  are  established  the  better  the 
i^^its.  In  time  of  general  hostilities,  active  operations  may  be  conducted 
^  Port  Graham  with  signal  effect.  Striking  by  the  line  of  the  Brazos, 
!J^*e  wintertime,  when  the  cold  winds  make  the  great  prairies  unin- 
tabitable,  and  when  grass  is  to  be  found  only  upon  the  creeks  and  in  the 
Jiyer  valley,  its  troops  have  a  formidable  position.  The  tribes  cannot  or 
^  uot  understand  why,  one  day,  this  post  may  be  called  upon  to  chas- 
^them  for  outrages  committed  many  hundred  miles  away.  Should 
that  time  come,  it  would  be  well  that  the  work  be  done  with  vigor;  and  I 
^^9  therefore,  that  about  two  hundred  men  should  be  stationed  here. 

P^hape  more  complete  protection  to  the  extreme  north  of  the  line,  now 
^ttto  exposed,  and  rapidly  being  settled,  might  be  afforded  by  dividing  the 
^  at  Port  Worth,  and  placing  one  wing,  say,  at  the  Elm  fork  of  Trinity, 
^e hundred  and  twenty  miles  is  too  great  a  distance  to  be  covered  by  one 
^U  post.  But,  in  this  disposition,  1  consider  it  necessary  that  the  siu- 
9^  Qoaqpanies  be  increased  to  the  war  numbers. 
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Such  is  a  cursory  view  of  the  line,  as  now  fixed;  and  I  believe  that  8 
tUsposUiofi  better  suited  to  the  natuie  of  the  country,  the  enemy,  and  the 
prese7i(  exigencies  of  the  settlements,  cannot  be  nrnde.  Certainly,  with 
such  numerous  and  active  tribes  on  the  border,  the  frontier  firom  Hamil- 
ton's valley  to  Red  river  has  been  remarkably  free  fiom  disturbanee.  Be 
it  understood  that  I  allude  to  the  t^per  eomUry  cUone.  But  it  is  easy  to 
perceive  that  the  present  condition  of  things  here  cannot  long  be  nmn^ 
tained;  and,  though  now  the  line  of  posts  is  at  the  proper  distance  in  ad* 
vance  of  the  settlements,  the  latter  are  in  rapid  progress.  The  stations 
themselves  induce  them;  and  many  will  be  speedily  pushed  into  the  rich 
districts  of  the  upper  Colorado,  Leon,  and  Brazos.  A  more  extensive 
system  will  be  required,  and  one  which  must  bear,  not  only  upon  the 
people  of  Texas,  but  on  those  of  Mexico.  Unable,  then,  to  regard  the 
present  liue  as  permanemly  established  as  an  Indian  limits  I  have  not 
made  such  particular  recommendations  as  fixed  garnsons  require. 

The  natural  firontier — that  is,  the  boundary  between  the  sterile  plains  of 
the  northwest  and  the  arable  lauds — will  probably  be  the  future  perma- 
nent line;  and  excellent  posi^ons  might  be  established  between  the  mouth 
of  the  little  VVitchita  and  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Rio  Grande — the 
chain  of  posts  following  the  valley  of  the  F^to  Pinto  te  the  old  San  Saba 
fort,  and  thence  by  the  heads  af  the  Ntteces  and  Las  Moras.  Such  a 
line  penetrates  the  very  heart  of  the  Indian  country .  ^Fbe  wild  tribes  see^ 
not  small  garrisons  many  hundred  miles  away,  but  large  and  powerful 
posts,  which,  upon  the  news  of  outrage^  retaliate  with  terrible  effect* 
Such  a  command  distributed  upon  this  line  will  impress  the  savage  with 
an  idea  of  the  power  and  resources  of  the  great  republic  which  he  has 
never  before  entertained,  or  has  regarded  as  fabulous.  To  know  us,  they 
must  be  made  to  feel  us;  and  I  can  conceive  of  no  better  plan  for  this  end 
than  the  disposition  of  two  thousand  mounted  men  upon  the  frontier,  of 
which  a  ganison  of  two  hundred  may  be  placed  on  Red  river,  five  hun- 
dred on  the  Brazos,  three  hundred  at  the,old  San  Saba  fort,  (a  locality  pecu-- 
liarly  pligible,)  three  hundred  at  Las  Moras,  and  seven  hundred  .at  Pre- 
sidio del  Norte.  Here  are  five  positions  which  I  wish  to  be  understood 
2is  recommending — ^not  at  all  for  their  advantages  as  to  their  moral  efiect 
upon  an  enemy  of  the  kind  considered,  but  simply  as  places  by  which 
the  force  is  availably  distributed,  strong  action  provided,  and  depot  and 
refuge  secured.  FH>m  these  points,  where  the  lorce  is  concentrated,  and 
ample  provision  for  active  service  stipposed  to  be  made,  the  mov%ng  camps^ 
of  the  cavalry  diverge,  scouring  the  country  to  and  from  the  settbments, 
preventing  the  passage  of  Indians,  compelling  them  to  remain  m  their  own 
land,  and,  if  K)rced  to  that  extremity,  capable  of  extenninating  them. 
These  commands,  remaining  in  the  field  in  constant  motion  for  the  proper 
length  of  time,  return  to  the  large  forts,  whose  garrison  is  ample  to  relieve 
them,  and  thus  keep  the  men  in  a  state  of  suincient  activity,  with  suffi* 
cient  rest. 

Independent  of  the  well-known  fact  that  a  c<Hicentration  of  force  is  the 
greatest  promotion  of  discipline  and  efficiency,  and  that  the  great  princi- 
ple of  war  is  the  same  whether  the  enemy  be  civilized  or  barbarous,  and 
that  by  such  services  the  troops  become  daily  more  inured  to  the  country, 
and  better  acquainted  with  the  manner  of  warfare  of  the  Indians,  I  believe 
such  a  system  to  be  far  less  costly  than  the  distribution  in  small  and  numer* 
ous  fixed  ganisons.    I  believe  that  it  is  the  speediest  and  the  sujDest  mod^ 
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of  operating  against  those  wild  nomadic  bands  of  many  thousands  of 
robbers  who  infest  our  enormous  frontier,  and  against  whose  incursions 
^enment  is  bound  to  protect  its  own  people  and  that  of  the  neighbor- 
ing country ,  blighted  for  so  many  years.  And,  while  conscientiously 
idTocating  such  a  system,  1  hope  I  may  be  understood  simply  as  suggest- 
ing, in  the  belief  that^  even  in  the  crude  ideas  of  the  inexperienced,  abler 
aod  wiser  heads  may  find  something  which  they  may  improve  to  most 
salutary  effect. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
lAeulenantof  Engineers. 
Uqor  George  Deas, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Oeneral  Eighth  Military  Departments 


San  Antonio,  Texas,  March  14, 1850, 

MijoR:  I  have  the  honor  to  continue  my  report  of  a  reconnaissance  of 
the  military  frontier  of  this  department. 

The  post  at  Rio  Seco,  called  Fort  Lincoln,  is  situated  on  the  Wool  road^ 
%-five  miles  west  of  San  Antonio,  thirteen  from  Tandenburg,  and  two 
imDhanis,  the  extreme  western  settlements  of  the  Germans.  It  is  im- 
Foitant  as  furnishing  protection  to  these  hamlets,  but  chiefly  as  a  post  of 
eKort  and  refuge  for  the  extensive  travel  of  the  road.  Its  supplies  are 
geDerally  and  readily  obtained  from  San  Antonio  and  the  German  set- 
faients.  The  position  is  healthy,  the  water  good,  the  grazing  of  fine 
<|Baliiy;  but  otherwise,  from  the  general  dryness  of  the  country  ^around  it, 
ttd  the  want  of  suitable  building  timber  in  the  vicinity,  it  does  not  pre- 
sent so  many  attractions  as  most  of  the  other  posts  in  Texas.  I  think 
tint  the  temporary  quarters  may  be  much  more  readily  and  cheaply  erected 
of  stone  than  of  wood.  Ample  quarries  are  at  hand,  and  the  buildings 
Kfuired  may  be  put  up  of  limestone  with  much  greater  rapidity  than  with 
lop.  It  has  been  found  necessary  to  haul  the  timber  of  which  a  few 
wises  have  been  already  built  six  or  seven  miles--*a  cause  of  great  delay. 

The  Wool  road,  the  route  of  communication  between  San  Antonio  and 
the  Rio  Grande,,  is  so  far  excellent,  and  a  great  deal  of  travelling  is  made 
Una  it.  Thirty-four  miles  west  of  Fort  Lincoln  is  Fort  Inge.  This 
pist,  near  the  head  of  the  beautiful  Leona,  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the 
u>8t  important  and  desirable  positions  in  Texas.  No  station  on  the  line 
possesses  so  many  peculiar  advantages  as  this.  On  a  great  inland  route 
of  commerce,  at  the  point  where  the  great  military  road  to  El  Paso  del 
Norte  leaves  the  road  to  Eagle  pass,  in  a  country  celebrated  as  the  richest 
«m1  most  desirable,  in  jpoint  of  wood,  water,  and  soil,  west  of  the  Colorado, 
nrrounded  by  beautilul  scenery,  capable  of  supplying  the  wants  of  the 
tiDops  many  times  over,  it  is  pre-eminent  as  a  military  site.  In  a  state  of 
contant  war&re  and  constant  service,  its  garrison  has  onerous  duties, 
Vid,  on  the  present  lii^,  above  all  others,  demands  strong  forces  and  con- 
tet  supplies.  ^ 

The  arrangement  of  the  quarters  and  other  public  buildings  about  the 
place,  for  security,  stability,  comfort,  and  neatness,  reflects  great  credit 
t|»Q  the  oflicers  and  men.  Capacious  barracks  have  been  put  up,  at  but 
toall  expense;  large  and  fine  gardens  have  been.laid  out  and  cultivatedj 
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promising  ample  supply  for  the  inhabitants.  The  grazing  in  the  vicinity, 
through  the  rich  mezqnite  flats  of  the  Leona,  is  unrivalled. 

It  possesses  the  great  additional  advantage  of  health:  the  reports  of  the 
medical  officers  show  that  but  little  disease  of  any  kind  has  ever  visited 
the  station.  Supplies  have  been  chiefly  obtained  from  San  Antonio.  The 
establishment  of  the  post,  and  the  consequent  security  in  its  immediate 
vicinity,  have  invited  several  corn- planters  on  the  Leona;  and  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  forage,  vegetables,  and  beef  may  soon  be  abundant  in  the 
neighborhood.  Shingles  are  readily  procured  from  the  cypress  of  the 
SabinaJ  and  of  the  Prio,  the  rivers  next  the  Leona,  where  parties  of 
citizens  are  engaged  in  their  manufacture.  The  forests  of  mezquite  which 
clothe  the  Leona  bottom  afford  abundance  of  fuel. 

The  present  road  between  Fort  Inge  and  Port  Duncan,  at  Eagle  pass, 
is  mostly  by  the  route  taken  by  General  Wool  in  his  invasion  of  Texas, 
through  Presidio  Rio  Grande.  It  followed  an  old  smuggling  trail,  and  is 
very  circuitous  in  its  course.  I  was  instructed  to  examine  the  interme- 
diate country,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  ashorterroute. 
This  I  succeeded  in,  finding  that  the  distance  travelled  maybe  shortened 
about  twenty  miles  by  following  a  straight  course  between  the  posts — a 
fkct  of  great  importance,  when  the  amount  of  supplies  passing  the  road  is 
considered,  and  the  great  danger  incurred  by  trains  now  compelled  to 
be  more  than  one  night  out  in  reaching  feagle  pass.  Between  the 
Nueces,  the  Mina,  and  the  Muela,  it  will  be  necessary  to  cut  through  the 
chaparral.  This  might  employ  fitjm  ten  to  twenty  axes  between  six  and 
ten  days.  Other  than  that,  nothing  is  required  for  the  road  but  log  bridges 
over  the  Mina  and  the  Chicon,  such  as  are  seen  on  the  present  road. 
These  little  streams  are  very  narmw  and  easy  to  bridge,  but  boggy  and 
diflicult  to  ford.  More  water,  and  at  generally  shorter  intervals,  may  be 
found  on  the  proposed  direction  than  on  the  other.  By  the  latter,  the  dis- 
tance travelled  is  nearly  eighty  miles,  while  the  two  forts  are  but  little 
more  than  fifty  miles  apart. 

Eagle  pass  is  a  nairie  given  by  the  Mexicans  to  a  cafion  through  the 
hills  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  Escondido, 
by  which  passes  the  road  to  San  Pemando.  A  mile  or  two  above  this 
is  situated  Port  Duncan.  The  river  bottom  is  here,  like  the  valleys  of 
upper  Texas,  found  in  three  plateaus,  on  the  highest  of  which  is  the  en- 
campment. But,  unlike  them,  it  is  destitute  of  timber  and  of  shade-trees — 
so  desirable  here:  mezquite  alone  is  found.  A  range  of  rough  sandstone 
hills,  of  no  ffreat  elevation,  limits  the  vallev,  and  overlooks  the  camp.  The 
site  is  healthy,  and  pleasant  breezes  render  it  desirable  in  summer;  but 
the  great  drought  which  prevails  during  nearly  all  the  year  makes  it  com- 
pare unfavorably  with  many  other  posts. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  passing  both  of  California  emigration  and  of  in- 
land and  of  Mexican  commerce  by  this  place;  and  it  may  from  this,  and 
its  position  as  the  probable  head  of  ail  navigation  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
become  an  important  point.  Al^ve  the  post,  and  close  by,  an  American 
settlement  has  been  commenced.  Corn,  beef,  an|?  lumber  are  supplied 
from  Mexico.  The  cheapest  and  best  building  material  is  stone,  the 
quarries  and  quality  of  which  are  fine.  Adobe  is  likewise  much  used, 
and  found  to  answer  very  well. 

The  country  lying  between  San  Antonio  and  Leona  has  already  been 
often  described;  that  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande^  on  the 
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Wool  road,  compsnesr  with  the  former  nnfavorably.  Subject  to  almost 
constant  drought,  badly  watered,  clothed  with  cactus  and  thorny  chapar- 
nd,  it  presents  an  aspect  dreary  and  desolate  in  the  extreme*  This 
effect  is  increased  as  the  Rio  Grande  is  approached.  But  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  Nueces,  and  about  the  heads  and  along  the  banks  of  the  creeks 
which  uniting  form  the  Espantosa,  is  found  excellent  grazing.  No  Goun« 
t^  4s  better  adapted  than  this  to  the  Indian  in  his  purposes  of  depreda- 
tion, escape,  and  concealment.  Lurking  in  the  thick  screens  which  line 
the  road,  he  observes  all  that  pass.  From  strong  and  well-armed  parties 
he  lies  hidden;  the  weak  and  careless  are  almost  invariably  attack-ed. 
From  the  Las  Moras  to  the  Leona,  hundreds  of  trails  attest  his  presence. 
The  late  events  along  this  route  show  that  a  settled  disposition  to  war  on 
the  part  of  the  Texas  Indians  is  arising. 

Hard  by  Fort  Inge  passes  the  Indian  high-road  of  the  Frio.  Next  are 
the  trails  of  the  Blanco  and  the  SabinaK  Within  nine  miles  of  Fort  Lin- 
coln is  Ranchero's  creek,  sometimes  called  the  Maucinal. 

Here,  in  the  thickets  which  grow  about  the  crossing,  eight  new  graves 
hear  witness  to  its  dangerous  vicinity.  It  is  by  the  passes  of  these  several 
streams  that  the  Indians  in  general  come  from  the  upper  country  and 
retire  to  it.  Hard  pressed,  however,  they  will  iforsake  the  trails  and  pur- 
sue their  flight  over  such  rugged  country  as  almost  to  defy  pursuit.  Be- 
low, it  is  equally  difficult.  Once  in  the  chaparral  of  the  great  plain 
between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande,  a  country  through  which  thread 
ia  every  direction  the  trails  of  countless  wild  horses,  baffling  the  most 
sldlful  woodsmen, .pursuit  is  wellnigh  hopeless.  Here  they  are  central 
vith  respect  to  the  settlements  of  Goliiad,  Refugio,  Corpus  Christi,  the 
towns  on  the  Rio  Grande,  the  ranches  about  the  old  roads,  and  the  route 
to  Eagle  pass.  Should  the  troops  &11  in  with  them,  if  hard  pressed,  and 
unable  to  reach  the  upper  country,  a  retreat  into  Mexico  is  open  to  them. 
The  most  wtremmitting  and  active  motion  through  this  large  section  of 
country,  by  a  force  strong  enough  to  keep  it  up,  and  properly  armed  and 
itt>unted  and  disciplined^  would  seem  to  be  the  only  means  of  prevention. 
£ven  then  punishment  ii^ifflcult.  That,  I  think ,  is  summed  in  the  word 
retaliation. 

That  portion  of  the  present  military  frontier  which  extends  from  San 
Antonio  to  Eagle  pass  is,  then,  to  be  regarded  in  a  very  different  light  from 
the  upper  line,  both  as  to  its  relation  to  the  country  it  protects  and  to  the 
«oeiuy.  But  few  of  the  observations  made  upon  theposts  to  the  north- 
^^d  apply  to  Forts  Lincoln,  Inge,  and  Duncan.  With  limited  means 
^d  force,  the  garrisons  of  these  three  postfi  are  in  a  state  of  continual 
Var&re.  The  escort  duty,  upon  which  they  are  likewise  constantly  en- 
8^d,  is  severe  upon  men  and  animals,  and  often  cripples  their  efficiency 
i»i  time  of  emergency.  Two  great  military  and  commercial  routes  pass  by 
them,  upon  which,  for  security,  demands  are  always  being  made.  A  large 
^ount  of  property,  both  public  and  private,  peculiarly  exposed  to  depre- 
dation, is  always  in  motion  along  the  road.  Hence,  it  is  plain  to  see  that,  if 
a  necessity  for  not  only  a  change ^  but  an  increase  of  forces  exists  anywhere, 
H  does  here.  Each  of  these  posts  requires,  at  the  very  least,  two  hundred 
^ell-mounted  men,  with  extra  horses.  The  well-known  fiict  that  for  years 
this  section  of  country  has  been  the  most  dangerous  in  Texas;  the  late 
events — the  audacious  attacks  upon  government  trains^  heretofore  in  general 
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respected  by  the  Indians— ^xirtiile  they  show  a  settled  purpose  Of  hostility 
on  their  part,  are  the  strongest  arguments  in  fevor  of  the  views  oflTered. 

Doubts  have  arisen  as  to  what  tribes  have  been  chiefly  concerned  in 
these  outrages.  It  is  my  belief  that  all  take  their  part.  At  any  rate,  we 
have  strong  evidence  against  Comanches,  Wacos,  Witchitas,  Lipans,  aud 
Tahuacanos. 

The  vicinity  of  Corpus  Christi,  until  the  emplojmaent  of  the  rangers, 
has  been  particularly  exposed,  aud  has,  from  the  numerous  horses  and 
cattle  owned  there,  been  a  favorite  point  of  attack.  The  post  of  two  com- 
panies on  the  Nueces  lately  established,  acting  in  concert  with  the  lan- 
gers,  will  afford  mufeh  greater  security. 

Taking  a  general  view  of  the  line  as  established,  and  of  the  various 
events  which  have  occurred,  I  must  believe  that  the  system  of  small  fixed 
garrisons  of  infantry  and  qf  skeleton  organizations  of  regiments  on  this 
part  of  the  frontier  is pwoerless^  or  nearly  so.  And  so  long  as  the  Texas 
Indians,  firom  the  great  Comanche  tribe  to  the  Apaches  and  Navajos  of 
the  west,  are  looked  upon  as  a  people  whose  rulers  possess  the  power  to 
keep  them  to  treaties  and  stipulations;  so  long  as  the  troops  upon  the  line 
are  forced  by  their  circumstances  of  numbers  and  equipment  to  maintain 
defensive  instead  of  offensive  operations, — the  state  of  unhappy  affairs  so 
often  alluded  to  and  often  represented  must  exist.  With  me  it  is  a  convic- 
tion which  the  experience  oi  each  day  serves  only  to  strengthen,  that  tha 
country  will  continue  to  hear  of  murders  and  robberies  in  southwest 
Texas,  and  its  citizens  to  suffer,  until  authority  and  Iforce  be  given  to  strike 
at  the  heart  of  this  people.  ^ 

The  two  reports  rendered  show  a  view  of  the  line  of  posts  and  their 
present  condition.  It  is  now  established,  apparently,  regarding  the  present 
state  of  the  Texas  population.  That  is  rapidly  increasing;  and  aoubdess 
reference  will  soon  be  had  to  this  progress,  and  to  the  not  less  important 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico.  There  are  some  general  remarks 
t6  be  made  which  I  believe  are  not  inappropriate  in  this  paper. 

In  the  previous  report,  the  comparative  quiet  which  has  marked  the 
upper  portion  for  the  past  year  was  noticed.  This  should  not  be  miscon- 
strued as  applicable  to  the  remaining  portion  of  the  line.  It  is  believed 
that  a  sufficient  reason  for  this  apparent  discrepancy  was  ihere  advanced. 

The  early  history  of  our  western  posts,  from  Council  Bluffs  to  the  head 
of  the  Mississippi  and  the  lakes;  thepolicy  of  the  British  government  with 
her  Indians;  and,  above  all,  the  practice  of  those  sagacious  and  enterpri- 
sing soldiers,  the  old  Spanish  adventurers, — all  teach  that  the  most  efficient 
system  with  such  an  enemy  is  the  establishment  of  a  powerful  garrison  ia 
their  midst;  and  the  suresty  and,  in  the  end,  the  most  humanCy  preventive 
is  retaliation^  not  only  on  the  offenders  in  person ,  but  upon  the  tribes  U 
which  they  belong.  The  same  state  of  things  which  long  ago  obtained  on 
the  western  frontier  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  and  after- 
wards in  Georgia  and  Alabama,  is  to  be  seen  here  now,  and  calls  for  the 
same  effective  and  terrible  remedy  then  and  there  applied.  I  have  hinted 
already  at  the  distribution  of  a  large  force  upon  this  frontier,  in  such  a  waf 
as  seems  available.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  say  something  of  the  pe- 
culiar fitness  of  the  positions  recommended. 

The  line  stretching  firom  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Witchita  to  Presidio 
del  Norte  rarely  approaches  the  natural  division  between  the  lands,  whick 
in  course  of  time  will  be  settled;  and  the  wild  plains^  which  offer  atttac* 
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tkm  to  the  Indian  alone.  It  has  a  bearing  not  only  upon  the  citizens  of 
Texas^  but  upon  those  of  Mexico,  equally  entitled  to  protection.  It  affects 
not  the  numerous  and  powerful  tribe  of  Comanches  only,  with  the  small 
iKinds  of  roving  plunderers,  generally  known  as  Texas  Indians,  who  in- 
habit the  upper  Brazos  and  the  forks  of  the  Red  river,  but  also  the  scarcely 
less  numerous  or  less  warlike  bands  of  the  Apaches,  dwelling  in  the  rug- 
ged region  west  of  the  Pecos.  Those  who  have  witnessed  the  stagnation 
in  every  branch  of  industry  which  pervades  Chihuahua  and  the  neighbor- 
ing States  can  form  an  adequate  idea  of  the  terrible  desolation  by  these 
tribes.  Facts  heretofore  but  little  known,  and  less  thought  of,  appeal  ear- 
nestly. 

The  proposed  camp  at  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Witchita  should  hold  in 
ehedc  the  fierce  bands  of  northern  Comanches — the  destroyers  of  Bent's 
fert,  the  pest  of  the  western  routes,  and  the  fiercest  and  most  intractable 
plonderers  of  Mexico  known.  It  will  be  able  to  extinguish  at  once  the 
Witchitas — a  remnant  of  the  once  numerous  Wacos,  and  the  constant  trou- 
ble of  both  northwest  and  southwest  Texas — ^not  more  than  two  or  three 
hundred  in  number:  they  dwell  in  that  vicinity. 

Of  still  greater  importance  would  be  the  post  upon  the  Brazos — as  placed 
among'  greater  numbers,  requiring  larger  garrisons,  as  regarded  by  the  In- 
dians as  their  place  of  appeal  and  as  their  place  of  punishment,  and  that 
thence,  when  circumstances  require,  may  be  struck  the  severest  blows. 

The  old  San  Saba  fort,  in  the  beautiful  and  luxuriant  valley  of  the  river 
of  that  name,  is  particularly  eligible.  One  of  the  emigrant  routes  to  Cali- 
fornia passes  by  it.  It  is  situated  with  pecuhar  advantages  for  scouting  to 
and  from  the  settlements,  and  detecting  the  advance  or  retreat  oi  predatory 
bands.  It  is  the  point  once  occupied  by  the  Spanish  garrison,  whose  work 
still  remains,  at  once  a  lesson  and  a  warning.  From  this  point  the  scouts 
may  scour  the  country  traversed  by  the  Indians  in  their  descents  to  the 
tawer  country.  To  the  westward  pass  those  large  bands  of  Comanches 
which,  secure  in  the  recesses  of  the  Sierra  Madre  and  the  Bolson  de  Ma- 
pimi,  carry  on  such  extensive  forays*  in  the  Mexican  States,  returning 
with  incredible  numbers  of  horses  and  mules. 

The  "  Las  Moras"  mound,  in  the  beautiful  country  through  which 
passes  the  military  road  to  El  Paso,  is  important  as  an  extreme  point  on 
that  road,  and  as  commanding  the  country  crossed  by  the  Indians  en 
route  to  Coahuila  and  to  southwest  Texas.  But  of  more  local  interest, 
perhaps,  tha*  any  other  point,  is  the  vicinity  of  Presidio  del  Norte,  not 
yet  occupied  by  our  troops.  Hard  by  passes  that  great  highway,  the 
trails^  which  are  the  wonder  of  every  traveller  who  crosses  them;  their 
worn  and  dusty  length,  and  the  vast  number  of  bones  which  are  scattered 
atong  the  course,  bear  witness  of  their  constant  use.  I  have  been  credibly 
informed  that  as  many  as  five  thousand  head  of  animals  have  been  taken 
at  one  time  by  this  route,  and  have  more  than  once  passed  it  myself 
when  it  gave  every  indication  of  having  been  travelled  by  great  numbers. 
Withm  striking  distance  are  the  homes  of  the  warlike  Apache,  now  at 
open  hostility  with  the  United  States.  His  towns  are  found,  of  many 
lodges,  upon  the  Rio  Grande,  between  Presidio  and  El  Paso.  In  the 
spring  and  summer  he  recruits  his  horses  on  the  rich  mezquite  which 
elothes  the  sheltered  valleys  of  the  great  Sierra.  The  importance  of  the 
position  has  been  more  than  once  urged;  and,  in  connexion  with  its  oc« 
eapation,  and  as  an  important  element  of  the  military  system,  I  would 
Ex.— IT 
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again  earnestly  call  attention  to  the  construction  of  the  load  by  the  river  * 
Isetween  this  place  and  El  Paso. 

Considering  the  numbers  of  the  enemy  and  the  nature  of  tfie  dutios 
called  for^  I  cannot  regard  the  garrison  recommended  as  too  large*  The 
foroe  should  be  sufficient  for  the  detail  of  ample  parties  to  meet  any  con- 
tingency. 

But  while  I  have  thus  dwelt  on  these  positions,  of  fiur  greater  interest 
do  I  deem  the  nature,  numbers,  and  especially  the  mode  of  operating,  of 
the  troops  proposed  for  their  occupation.  So  that  the  force  is  sufficiently 
large,  and  availably  distribtUedy  and  Wrongly  concentrated,  the  matter  of 
positions  alone  becomes  in  general  one  of  mere  local  moment,  and  de- 
cisive by  the  fitness  for  garrison  purposes.  It  is  then  thouc^ht  that,  with 
a  disciplined  mounted  force,  lightly  equipped,  of  not  less  than  two  thou* 
sand  men,  acting  continually  by  a  system  of  moving  camps,  the  great 
ends  in  view  may  be  accomplished.  The  duty  is  active,  the  fecility  of 
motion  of  starting  expeditions  incalculably  increased,  and  the  dcill  and 
courage  of  the  soldier  brought  to  bear  more  effectually  upon  an  enemy  of 
the  kind  considered.  It  seems  unnecessary  to  enter  into  detailed  argu* 
ments  upon  assertions  of  this  nature.  They  involve  but  the  substitution 
of  strong  bodies  for  weak,  of  light  cavalry  for  heavy  armed  infentry,  of  ac- 
tive, field  operations  for  garrison  service.  The  two  great  points  may  be 
shortly  stated.  The  posts  should  be  where  the  Indiam  live,  instead  of 
where  the  citizens  live;  and  the  first  news  of  the  departure  of  any  party 
should  be  followed,  not  only  by  their  pursuit,  but  hy  punishment  of  tne  re- 
mainder of  the  tribe.  Collateral  are  other  advantages,  which,  while  dis- 
tinct fi-om  the  effect  upon  the  Indian,  are  conducive  to  it:  the  increased  . 
skill,  discipline,  and  efficiency  of  the  soldiers,  and  the  ^ecx  ased  ex- 
penses. 

The  troops  of  the  United  States  upon  this  firontier  are  expected  to  per- 
form,  as  at -present  organized,  what  I  sincerely  believe  to  be  impossibilities; 
and  brave  officers  and  soldiers  of  infantry,  with  no  superiors  on  their  own 
fields,  are  powerless  here. 

Accompanying  this  will  be  found  a  sketch  of  the  frontier,  as  correct,  I 
believe,  as  my  imperfect  instruments  allowed  me  to  make. 

I  am,  major,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.   C.  WHITING, 

Lieutenant  of  Engineers^        ; 

Major  Gborgk  Deas,  • 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Eighth  Military  DepcartmenL.  \ 
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MESSAGE 

PAOM 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

COMMUmCATlNQ 

T%e  report  of  lAeuienani   Webster  of  a  survey  of  the  gulf  coast  at  tko 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 


July  17,  1850. 

Read  I  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ubie. 
July  27, 1850. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  1st  instant,  requesting 
the  President  to  furnish  the  Senate  with  "  the  report  and  map  of  Lieuten- 
ant J.  D.  Webster,  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  of  a  survey  of  the 
gulf  coast  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  its  yicinity,"  and  in  com- 
pliance therewith,  I  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  accompanied  by  the  report  and  map  above  referred  to. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Washington,  July  17, 1850. 


War  Department,  Washington^  July  16, 1850* 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reference  to  this  department 
of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  1st  instant,  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent to  furnish  the  Senate  with  ^<  the  report  and  map  of  Lieutenant  J. 
D.  Webster,  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  of  a  survey  of  the  gulf 
coast  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  its  vicinity,"  and,  in  compli- 
ance therewith,  to  transmit  a  communication  from  the  chief  of  the  covps. 
of  topo&raphical  engineers,  submitting  the  map  and  report  desired. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Secretary  of  War^ 

To  the  PRB8It>ENT  OP  THE  UnTTED   StaTES. 


Bureau  op  Topographical  Engineers^ 

Washmgtany  July  16, 18601 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resohition  of  the  Senate  of  the  1st  instant,  1 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  map  and  report  of  Lieutenant  J.  D.  Webr 
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Bter,  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  of  a  survey  of  the  gulf  coast  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  its  vicinity. 

Lieutenant  Webster  speaks  of  two  maps:  these  two  have  been  cpm- 
piled  into  one,  and  form  the  map  sent  with  the  report.  He  also  speaks 
of  improving  or  deepening  the  sea  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande— 
a  plan  which  would  involve  great  expense,  and  is  of  rather  doubtW 
practicability. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers. 
Hon.  G.  W.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Mouth  of  Rio  Grande,  February  15,  1848. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  two  maps.  The  first 
is  of  the  country  between  the  Brazos  St.  IagoandBurrita,ou  the  Rio  Grande, 
on  which  is  laid  down  a  location  line  for  a  road  between  those  points.  It 
will  be  seen,  by  a  glance  at  the  topography  of  the  country,  that  the  line  in- 
dicated is  the  best,  and,  indeed,  the  only  one  feasible.  A  line  of  levels 
was  run  over  this  route,  the  profile  of  which  accompanies  the  map,  and 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  very  little  grading  would  be  required  for 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  on  this  route.  For  a  common  road  the  soil 
is  very  unsuitable,  particularly  between  the  Boca  Chica  bridge  and 
Burrita.  It  consists  of  a  claj'^ey  alluvion,  which,  while  dry,  answers  the 
purpose  very  well,  bot  when  wet,  cuts  up  very  badly,  rendering  the  passage 
•of  heavy  wagons  over  it  in  considerable  numbers  very  difficult.  Should 
Any  improvement  by  this  route  be  deemed  advisable,  it  would  seem  ne- 
cessary to  adopt  either  the  rail  or  plank  road,  and  between  the  two  the 
reasons  would  preponderate  in  favor  of  the  former.  Should  the  quantity 
•of  supplies  to  be  transported  be  in  any  considerable  proportion  in  future  to 
what  it  has  been  durijig  the  war  thus  far,  taking  into  account  the  cost  of 
»mule  or  ox  teams  and  the  high  price  of  forage,  the  cost  of  t,ransportatioD 
•over  a  railroad  would  be  less  than  over  the  plank  road,  while  for  the  latter 
'there  would  be  required  as  much  grading  as  for  the  former;  the  main  dif- 
ifcrence  in  favor  ot  the  latter  would  he  in  the  cost  of  the  superstructure. 

But  I  suppose  the  question  of  the  necessity  and  usefulness  of  a4iy  K»d 
between  the  points  indicated  is  subordinate  to,  and  dependent  upon,  the 
•decision  of  another,  namely:  What  is  the  best  location  for  the  depot,  at 
which  to  land  the  supplies  for  the  army  in  the  interior?  and  in  refercAce 
!to  this,  three  projects  have  been  spoken  of.  The  first  is  to  let  the  receiv- 
ing depot  remain  where  it  is,  at  the  Brazos  St.  lago,  and  connect  it  with 
a  point  for  transhipment  on  the  river  by  a  railroad;  the  second  is  to  put 
the  depot  at  Point  Isabel,  and  run  a  railway  thence  to  Matamcros;  and 
third,  to  locate  it  at  this  place,  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  to  bring  the 
supplies  over  the  bar  in  lighters,  or  else  improve  the  entrance  so  as  to 
:admit  the  vessels  into  the  river:  and  of  these  three  schemes,  each  has  its 
.advocates,  and  reasons.  In  favor  of  the  first  it  is  said,  that  the  Brazos 
St,  lago  must  always  be  the  principal  harbor  on  the  gulf  for  the  valley  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  on  account  of  its  superior  depth  of  water;  and  tliat  being 
;S0,  it  is  necessary  to  have  something  better  than  the  present  imperfect  and 
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^kror  means  of  reaching  the  river,  which  is,  of  course,  the  great  internal 
chstnnel  of  supply  and  trade. 

On  behalf  of  Point  Isabel  it  is  ssdd  that  it  is  safe  from  the  danger  to 

wViich  the  Braeos  is  constantly  subjected,  of  being  overwhelmed  by  ona 

oC  those  sudden  irruptions  of  the  waters  of  the  sea  which  are  not  un- 

firequent  on  this  coast.     It  is  said,  and,  indeed,  I  believe  well  known,  that 

Che  Mexican  settlements  at  the  Brasos,  as  well  as  at  this  place^  have  been 

several  times  swept  away,  with  great  loss  of  life  and  property.     Previous 

to  1840  there  were  con^derable  villages  at  these  points;  in  that  year  they 

^were  entirely  destroyed.  Point  Isabel  was  then  made  the  site  of  the  Mex- 

iean  custom-house  and  the  centre  of  the  little  commerce  of  this  region^ 

aod  remained  so  till  the  approach  of  General  Taylor  in  1816.     I  have  not 

been  able  to  gather  sufficient  authentic  information  in  reference  to  the  in- 

findations  from  which  so  much  danger  is  apprehended,  to  form  a  definite 

opinion  whether  the  frequency  of  their  occurrence  in  times  past  would 

warrant  any  strong  apprehension  of  danger  in  fiiture.     It  was  said,  sinc^ 

my  anrival  in  the  country,  that  the  Mexicans  had  a  notion  of  the  recur- 

venoe  of  such  storms  eveiy  seven  years,  and  that  they  were  expecting  on9 

during  the  past  summer,  but  it  did  not  occur.    I  think  the  matter  is  nqt 

w^eil  enough  understood  to  enable  us  to  fix  any  periods  of  regular  recur* 

fence;  and  they  do  not,  probably,  occur  with  more  regularity  than  other 

great  convulsions  of  nature.   You  will  recollect  that  Key  West  was  nearly 

destroyed  in  this  way  in  October,  1846.    St.  Mark's,  also,  has  suffered  in 

a  simflar  way. 

Neither  of  Che  first  two  projects  mentioned  would  be  entertained  if  the  en- 
trance to  Che  river  were  as  good  as  that  to  the  Brazos.  In  that  case  we  could 
dismiss  the  consideration  of  the  means  of  overland  transportation,  so  that 
if  the  mouth  can  be  so  improved  at  any  reasonable  expense  as  to  admit 
vessels  of  the  same  draught  as  now  go  into  the  Brazos,  the  question  undw 
consideration  would  be  very  readily  settled.  The  reasonableness  of  such 
expense  will  depend  upon  the  importance  of  the  object  to  be  attained, 
and  the  cost  of  the  alternatives  to  be  resorted  to  if  this  is  rejected.  I  thinl^ 
any  improvement  by  means  of  permanent  works,  such  as  piers,  break- 
waters, and  the  like,  is  out  of  the  question.  Even  if  such  works  could  be 
constructed,  they  would  only  push  the  bar  farther  out,  where  it  would stiU 
present  the  same  obstacle  and  make  dredging  constantly  necessary.  The 
water  deepens  very  gradually,  and  the  breeze  from  the  southeast  keeps  Uft 
en  almost  constant  surf. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a  channel  could  be  opened  and  maintained 
here  by  dredging.  I  have  given  the  subject  some  consideiation,  and 
think  the  suggestion  entirely  worthy  of  trial.  I  would  mark  out  a  chan« 
liel  by  buoys,  and  then  deepen  it  by  a  suitable  dredging  apparatus  attached 
to  a  steamer;  which  shoula  be  afterwards  kept  in  readiness  to  act  when* 
ever  the  passage  should  become  partially  closed.  The  bar,  although  hacd 
upon  the  surface,  is  found  to  be  readily  movable,  and  depressions  made 
in  it  by  artificial  means,  as  by  a  steamer,  working  her  wheel  for  a  longtime 
in  one  jAace,  do  not  readily  fill  up.  But  suppose  it  were  found  necessary 
to  keep  the  dredge  pretty  constantly  at  work;  the  expense  would  be  lei^ 
than  that  involved  in  various  ways  on  any  other  schemes  to  obtain  the 
proposed  end.  To  try  the  experiment,  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  pur* 
chase  a  steamer.  The  United  States  has  several  in  service  here,  to  eithot 
of  which  ihe  dredging  apparatus  could  he  attached. 
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Should  the  experiment  proposed  be  found  successful,  I  would  reccB- 
mend  that  the  depot  be  located  near  the  point  where  the  location  line  on 
map  No.  1  leaves  the  river  opposite  Burrita.  The  high  lands  there  ne 
secure  from  the  irruption  of  the  waters  of  the  gulf,  and  there  is  reason 
enough  to  apprehend  the  recurrence  of  such  a  disaster  to  make  it  prudem 
to  adopt  a  location  not  liable  to  the  danger.  There  is  always  water  enough 
in  the  river  for  any  vessels  that  could  come  over  (he  bar  after  its  improve 
m^nt  as  proposed,  to  go  up  to  thatpla6e.  On  other  accounts,  too,  that  lo- 
cation would  be  preferable.  We  have  a  strong  indication  in  the  increase 
of  trade,  since  the  Americans^ have  had  possession  of  the  country,  of  what 
may  be  expected  in  future.  Somewhere  in  this  neighborhood  there  mast 
be  before  long  a  thriving  town — ^the  centre  of  an  important  and  extensive 
commerce.  And  lower  down  than  the  point  indicated,  there  is  not  a  con* 
venient  and  clearly  safe  position  for  a  commercial  or  army  depot. 
'  Should  the  plan  of  deepening  the  channel  at  the  entrance  of  this  riv^ 
succeed,  the  saving  to  government  would  be  very  great. .  In  ray  letter  of 
the  25th  of  July,  I  stat(3  that  the  expense  of  transporting  the  army  supplies 
from  the  Brazos  St.  lago  to  this  place  had  been  for  many  months  upwaids 
of  $30,000  per  month.  Very  nearly  that  amount  would  be  saved  in  that 
one  item,  besides  most  of  the  other  expenses  of  maintaining  the  large  re- 
oeiving  depot  at  the  Brazos,  which  would  be  discontinued.  I  beg  leave  to 
report  the  recommendation  of  the  trial  of  such  experiments  as  will  test  the 
feasibility  of  the  plan. 

Map  No.  2  exhibits  the  result  of  the  survey  directed  by  the  second  part 
of  my  instructions.  The  country  embraced  in  it  is  a  plain,  slightly  varied 
by  shallow  basins  and  low  hills;  the  latter  not  often  exceeding  thirty  feet 
in  height,  and  apparently  composed  of  the  same  material  as  the  soil  of  the 
plain,  a  clayey  alluvion.  There  is  no  rock  in  place;  not  a  pebble,  nor 
even  sand,  except  along  the  gulf  shore, 

I  aminfbrmed  that  during  the  rains  and  times  of  high  water  in  the  river, 
large  portions  of  this  district  are  overflowed.  Shortly  after  the  battle  of 
Palo  Alto,  the  water  was  two  feet  deep  on  the  ground  where  it  was 
fought.  The  figures  on  the  river  mark  the  depth  of  water  in  feet  at  the 
time  of  survey.  All  accounts  agree  in  representing  the  depth  of  water,  or 
rather  the  position  of  the  bars,  as  very  variable.  It  can  scarcely  be  other- 
wise, flowing,  as  this  river  does,  through  aflat  alluvial  country,  the  banks 
being  readily  abraded  by  the  ordinary  current^  to  say  nothipg  of  the  sad- 
den rises  from  rains  or  melting  of  the  snows  in  the  mountains.  At  present^ 
although  low,  the  river  is  considered  to  be  in  a  pretty  good  state  for  navi- 
gation, affording  four  feet  to  Matamoros.  The  distance  from  the  mouth  td 
that  place  has  been  greatly  overestimated;  it  is  fifty  miles  by  the  survey. 

Along  the  banks  of  the  river  there  is  a  narrow  belt  of  chaparral, consisting 
mainly  of  species  of  acacia.  Settlement  and  cultivation  are  confined  to 
this  space.  The  soil  appears  to  be  of  excellent  quality,  and  when  there  is 
rain  sufficient,  yields  abundantly.  Cotton ,  sugar,  and  maize  are  the  principal 
crops.  Herds  of  horses,  mules,  and  horned  cattle  range  the  prairies,  which 
are  covered  with  a  coarse  and  weedy  vegetation.  Of  ihe  wil  i  animals  the 
most  noticeable  are  the  deer,  (C.  VirginkmuSf)  the  armadillo,  the  tiger 
eat,  and  the  peccary  or  wild  hog.  There  are  also  wild  turkeys,  quails,  two 
;8pecies  of  pheasants  called  the  paisano  and  the  cha-ch&-lac-ca,  and  num^ 
4kus  smaller  birds. 

The  soundings  on  the  maps  are  reduced  to  low  water.    An  aveiagd 
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tide  is  about  eighteen  inches.    The  forms  of  the  bars  at  the  Brazos  and 
the  mouth  of  the  river  are  indicated  by  the  dotted  lines.     At  the  former 

Elace  there  are  about  eight  feet  water  on  the  bar  at  a  good  tide,  and  at  the 
liter  about  four  feet.  The  interior'lagoons;  on  which  no  sounding  lines 
are  put  down,  are  shallow — about  two  feet  generally.  The  banks  of  the 
river  increase  in  height  as  we  ascend  the  stream,  till  from  two  feet  at  this 
place  they  reach  the  height  of  fifteen  above  low  water  at  Fort  Brown. 
In  1846,  even  that  height  was  overflowed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^        J.  D.  WEBSTER, 
lAeutenoaU  Topographical  Engineers. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abert. 


Brazos  St.  I  ago,  February  21,  1848. 
Colonel:  It  has  struck  me,  that  from  my  letter  of  the  15th  instant  it 
might  be  inferred  that  I  was  very  confident  of  the  feasibility  of  the  pro- 
ject therein  suggested  of  deepening  the  water  on  the  bar  of  the  Rio 
Grande.  1  wish  to  be  understood  as  expressing  an  opinion  of  the  very 
great  desirableness  of  such  an  improvement.  While  1  see  many  difficul- 
ties that  will  arise  from  the  action  of  the  surf  and  currents,  <fcc,,  I  yet 
deem  it  worth  while  to  try  the  experiment,  and  should  have%opes  of  its 
success. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  WEBSTER, 
Lieutenant  Topographical  Engineers 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers^  Washington. 
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31st  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  Wrra  Ex.  Doc. 

1^/  Session.  No.  65. 


MESSAGE 

VEOH 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

WITH 

Papers  supplementary  to  the  report  of  LAeutenant  Webster. 


August  26,  1850. 

Ordered  to  be  printed  in  connexion  with  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Webster  heretofore  received. 

August  28, 1850. 

Ordered  that  1,500  additional  copies  of  this,  and  the  report  to  which  it  is  sapplemental,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  letter  just  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  communication  from  the  colonel  of  the 
corps  of  topographical  engineers,  with  accompanying  papers,  which  he 
requests  may  be  taken  as  a  supplement  to  the  "  report  and  map  of  Lieu- 
tenant J.  D.  Webster,  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  of  a  survey  of  the 
gulf  coast  at  the  mouth  ojf  the  Rio  Grande,  and  its  vicinity,"  called  for  by 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  1st  of  July  last. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Washington,  August  26,  1850. 


War  Department,  Washington,  August  26,  1850. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  communication  from  the 
colonel  of  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  with  accompanying 
papers,  which  he  requests  may  be  taken  as  a  supplement  to  the  "  report 
and  map  of  Lieutenant  J.  1).  Webster,  corps  of  topographical  engineers, 
of  a  survey  of  the  gulf  coast  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  its 
vicinity,"  called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  1st  of  July,  and 
submitted  to  you  by  this  department  on  the  ICth  of  that  month. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  M.  CONRAD, 


To  the  PresidExXT  of  the  United  States. 


Secretary  of  War 
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Bureau  op  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington  J  August  24,  1850.* 
Sir  :  A  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  th«  1st  July  called  upon  '*  the  Presi- 
dent to  fiirnish  the  Senate  the  report  and  map  of  Lieutenant  J.  D.  Vfeb- 
fiter,  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  of  a  survey  of  the  gulf  coast  attl» 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  its  vicinity." 

In  obedience  to  this  resolution,  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  War  Department,  on  the  16th  of  July,  a  copy  of  the 
report  and  map  called  for. 

Since  then  the  attention  of  this  bureau  has  been  called  to  a  commani- 
cation  from  Lieutenant  Webster,  on  the  same  subject;  but  which,  becaaa 
of  its  date  and  the  place  from  which  it  was  written,  had  been  accidentally 
^omitted  in  the  report  of  the  16th  July  from  this  office.  As  a  supplement  to 
that  report,  I  have  now  the  honor  of  submitting  a  copy  of  the  letter  from 
Lieutenant  Webster  dated  at  Tampico,  May  17, 1848,  and  of  the  papers  bi 
sent  with  it. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  ThpograpAical  Engineers, 
Hon.  C.  M.  Conrad, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Tampico,  Mexico, 

May  17, 1848. 

Colonel:  The  enclosed  papers,  relating  to  the  inundations  of  ihf 
Brazos  island  and  vicmity,  were  received  shortly  befi^re  I  left  Matamoros. 
My  attention  was  directed  to  the  subject  shortly  after  arriving  in  Mexico 
last  siunmer;  but  I  had  no  opportunity  of  getting  definite  information 
VL\yon  it  until  after  the  completion  of  my  survey  and  report.  Indeed, 
for  a  while  I  had  been  led  to  believe  that  it  was  of  no  great  import^ 
ance.  But  upon  going  to  Matamoros  the  last  time,  and  conversion 
with  some  of  the  oldest  residents  and  most  respectable  persons  there,  I 
was  led  to  think  the  matter  demanded  serious  attention, and  I  accordingly 
collected  a  good  deal  of  information  in  conversation  with  various  persousi 
intending  to  send  an  abstract  of  it  to  you  in  my  own  words.  But,  find- 
ing that  the  question  of  this  location  of  posts  and  depots  in  that  districi 
might  affect  some  individual  or  private  interests,  I  took  measures  to  pm- 
cure  distinct  statements  from  reliable  sources.  A  portion  of  the  results 
appears  in  the  papers  herewith  transmitted.  They  seem  to  agree  in  theii 
general  import,  notwithstanding  sligfit  discrepancy  of  dates.  Indeed  ihs 
opinions  and  views  set  forth  seemed  to  be  universal  among  those  besi 
qualified  to  judge;  and  had  I  deemed  it  advisable  or  necessary,  a  much 
greater  amount  of  testimony  to  the  same  effect  could  have  been  procured. 
However  difficult  it  may  hi  to  account  for,  it  seems  pretty  well  established 
that  that  portion  of  the  coast  of  the  gulf  is  more  subject  than  others  to  thesi 
devastating  inundations.  The  greater  partof  Bmzos  island  is  so  slightly  ele- 
vated above  the  water,  (from  two  to  four  feet,)  and  is  composed  of  sand 
BO  readily  movable,  that  I  think  it  could  not  be  made  secure  except  al 
great  cost.  Whether,  under  these  circumstances,  it  is  prudent  to  retain 
it  as  the  position  for  the  receiving  depot  for  the  army  supplies,  is  a  ques» 
tion  for  the  departnient  to  decide.    I  have  a  pretty  strong  feeling  of  its  iik 
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security.  Point  Isabel  is  not  open  to  the  same  objection,  being  sufficiently 
elevated  to  secure  it  from  danger  from  these  inundations.  But,  as  vessels 
caimot  go  up  to  that  place  with  the  same  water  that  they  can  carry  over 
the  bar  of  the  Brazos  St.  lago,  it  would  be  necessary  to  lighten  them 
while  lying  in  the  same  harbor  as  is  now  used. 

Another  consideration  which  bears  upon  the  subject  is  that  of  the  loca- 
tion of  the  principal  military  post  in  that  section,  should  the  Rio  Gran^de  be 
the  boundary.  Various  circumstances  seem  to  point  to  a  position  opposite 
Matamoros,  near  Fort  Brown.  Should  that  place  be  adopted,  the  con- 
ditions of  transporting  supplies  to  that  point  and  above  would  be  about  the 
same  by  adopting  Point  Isabel  or  the  receiving  depot  as  they,  are  at 
present,  and  this  is  the  arrangement  which  appears  most  advisable, 
illthongh  this  matter  was  not  specifically  included  in  my  instructions,  it 
is  yet  so  nearly  related  to  the  subject  of  them  that  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
notice  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  Colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  WEBSTER, 
Lieutenant  Topographical  Engineers. 

Colonel  J.  J.  Ab£rt, 

Commanding  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 

• 

P.  S. — ^The  papers  enclosed  herewith  are: 

1.  Letter  from  M.  Bonsignes,  vice  consul  of  Prance. 

2.  liCtter  from  Don  J.  J.  Lopez,  vice  consul  of  Spain. 

3.  Letter  from  Dr.  L.  Balandier,  long  resident  at  Matamoros,  where 
he  has  devoted  great  attention  to  scientific  subjects. 


[Trenriatton.] 

YiCE  Consulate  op  France, 

Matamoros,  AprU  6, 1848. 

Sir  :  I  have  duly  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  yesterday;  also  the  note  of  the  3d  instant  addressed  by  you  to  GdU 
one!  Davenport,  containing  the  points  upon  which  you  desire  information^ 
It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  hasten  to  furnish  you  on  this  subject  with  such 
facts  as  present  themselves  to  my  memory. 

I  know  positively  that,  since  the  year  1829,  there  have  been  on  the  coast 
of  the  Brazos  de  Santiago,  and  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  seven  hurri- 
canes, which  happened,  as  well  as  I  remember,  in  1829, 1831, 1834, 1837, 
1838, 1840,  and  1844.  These  hurricanes  have  caused  inundations  more  at 
less  considerable  Irora  the  sea,  which  carried  the  vessels  in  port  a  distance  of 
two  or  three  miles  inland,  and  destroyed,  almost  every  time,  the  principal 
parts  of  the  establishments  that  were  either  on  Brazos  island  or  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  hurricanes  of  1831,  1837,  and  1844  are,  I  believe,  those  which 
caused  the  greatest  damage  in  the  places  named,  and  have  caused  (par- 
ticularly the  last)  more  danger  to  human  life.  It  was  only  by  talang 
refuge  on  the  highest  of  the  sand-hills  that  the  inhabitants  were  enabled 
to  escape  the  dangers  of  inundation. 

The  warehouses  which  the  Mexican  custom-house  had  at  the  Brazos 
'^and  the  mouth  were  destroyed,  I  believe,  before  1837,  by  the  previous 
hurricanes. 
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It  has  always  been  considered  impradent  by  the  people  of  the  conirifjr 
to  establish  any  buildings  on  the  margin  of  the  sea,  in  the  places  above 
mentioned,  on  account^of  the  frequency  of  the  storms,  accompanied  by  in- 
undations of  the  sea.  The  Mexican  government,  after  1844,  did  notpernat 
any  establishments  on  the  coast,  and  withdrew  its  custom-chouse  section 
firom  the  Brazos  and  mouth  of  the  river  to  the  hills  of  the  Boriita  and 
Point  Isabel. 

Such,  sir,  I  believe  is  about  all  that  I  am  able  to  answer  to  the  ques- 
tions contained  in  your  note. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  BOJNSIGNES, 
Vice  Consul  of  FYance  ad  interim. 

lieut.  J.  D.  Webster^  Corps  of  Engineers^  V.  9.  A. 


[TraAslatioD.] 

Vice  Consctlate  op  Spain, 

Matamoros,  April  5,  1848. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  )he  receipt  of  your  communicatioii 
of  the  4th  instant^  and  of  giving  my  opinion  on  the  information  you  there- 
in solicit. 

It  is,  unhappily,  not  in  my  power  to  impart  any  very  satis&ctoiy  in- 
fonnation. 

I  have  lived  in  this  city  since  the  year  1830,  and  have  known,  duripg 
that  time,  the  insecurity  of  the  places  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  and 
Brazos  Santiago,  which  are  constantly  exposed  to  equinoctial  gales, 
earthquakes,  and  commotions,  more  or  less  considerable. 

In  former  years  rather  considerable  settlements  grew  up  at  both  points, 
which  the  various  commotions  have  successively  destroyed. 

The  most  destructive  storms  since  the  epoch  I  have  referred  to  were 
in  August,  1831,  September,  1834,  October,  1837,  September,  1842, 
through  which  have  successively  been  destroyed  the  storehouses  erected 
by  the  Mexican  government,  and  private  houses,  with  the  loss  of  some 
lives,  until  the  4th  of  August,  1844,  when  a  hurricane  made  an  end  of 
everything  to  be  found  at  the  above-mentioned  points,  involving  in  the 
catastrophe  about  seventy  victims. 

It  has  been  generally  observed  that  the  strongest  commotions  have  oc- 
curred with  intervals  of  four  or  five  years. 

It  has  been  seen  that  on  the  whole  coast  to  the  south  of  Brazos  San- 
tiago, and  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  as  far  as  the  point  called  **  El 
Barril,"  the  water  has  risen,  during  the  various  storms,  to  the  distance 
of  a  league  and  more  from  the  coast. 

The  insecurity  of  the  coast  which  is  thence  made  manifest,  and  which 
I  have  constantly  observed,  is  such  that  I  am  not  able  to  propose  any  sys- 
tem or  arrangement  for  affording  security  to  the  lives  and  property  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  places. 

This  is  the  whole  of  the  information  which  I  can  impart  in  answer  to 
your  conomunication.  I  assure  you  of  my  particular  esteem  and  con- 
sideration. 

J.  JOSfi  LOPEZ,  Vice  ConmO: 

lieutenant  J.  D.  WEssTfiR, 

Corps  of  Topogrcg)hical  Engineers, 
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[TraittlatioD.] 

Matamoros^  April  6, 1848. 

Snt:  I  have  received  your  note  of  the  4th  instant,  accompanied  by  the 
vecommendation  of  Colonel  Davenport,  and  hasten  to  reply. 

1  hope,  sir,  that  the  facts  mentioned  below,  although  not  fully  detailed, 
xnay  be  of  some  service  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

LS.  BALANDIER. 
To  Lieutenant  J.  D.  Webster, 

Of  the  Corps  of  Efigineers. 


The  epoch  of  the  inundations  caused  by  storms  on  this  coast  is  variable; 
but  in  general,  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  happen  every  three  or  four 
years,  from  the  month  of  August  to  October.  The  mundations  of  the  Rio 
Grande  have  very  little  to  do  with  the  damage  done  by  the  sea,  either  at 
the  Brazos  de  Santiago  or  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Those  of  the  coast  are 
caused  by  storms  which  take  place  near  the  West  Indies  or  in  the  gulf, 
especially  when  the  east  wina  has  prevailed  for  a  long  time  and  with 
force.  One  single  storm  has  been,  according  to  my  observations,  caused 
by  the  rare&ction  of  the  atmosphere  on  the  continent  itself. 

2d.  As  to  the  damage  done  under  these  circumstances,  I  will  state  the 
following  facts: 

In  1831  a  schooner  anchored  at  the  Brazos  was  thrown  high  and  dry. 
The  goods  that  had  been  landed  were  dispersed  by  the  waves  and  driven 
to  a  great  distance. 

In  1835  the  vessels  that  were  unloading  in  the  same  place  were  driven 
completely  out  of  the  water;  and  one  in  particular  was  driven  a  distance 
of  three  miles  from  the  place  she  was  at  anchor. 

In  1837,  the  first  davs  of  the  month  of  October,  and  particularly  on  the 
night  of  the  2d  and  3a,  the  little  town  at  the  Brazos,  then  only  composed 
of  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  houses,  was  destroyed,  with  the  exception  of 
three.  The  Julius  Caesar,  which  was  then  at  anchor  inside  of  the  river, 
was  driven  a  distance  of  two  miles  to  the  southwest.  The  whole  of  the 
land  comprised  betwen  the  Brazos,  Boca  Chica,  and  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  was  inundated  as  &r  as  the  hills  of  the  Burrita;  whole  cargoes  from 
the  storehouses  were  carried  a  distance  of  several  miles  to  the  westward; 
the  detachment  stationed  on  the  coast  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  for  three 
days  and  nights  on  some  high  sand-hills  which  the  waves  had  not  time  to 
wash  away. 

Finally,  the  storm  of  the  4th  and  5th  of  August,  1844,  although  very 
little  rain  fell,  was  the  most  terrible  and  destructive  of  any.  At  that  epoch 
the  Brazos  de  Santiago  was  but  scantily  inhabited,  but  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  there  were  a  great  many  houses.  In  a  single  night  everything  was 
carried  away  by  the  waves  of  the  sea,  which  different  winds,  from  the 
east-northeast,  east,  and  east-southeast,  drove  up  on  the  coast.  Near 
fort7  persons  lost  their  lives  in  this  catastrophe;  and  those  that  escaped 
lost  their  all,  as  not  a  vestige  of  a  single  house  remained  either  at  the 
Brazos  or  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  waters  of  the  sea  were  forced 
up  three  leagues  from  the  beach. 
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It  was  at  this  time  that  the  government  ordered  the  officers  of  the  ctis 
toms  to  retire  to  Point  Isabel  and  the  Burrita.  In  fact,  since  183T  th 
custom-house  has  had  no  stores  at  the  Brazos  de  Santiago. 

3d.  From  the  facts  above  cited,  it  is  easy  to  judge  of  the  security  of  an) 
establishment  founded  either  at  the  Brazos  island  or  at  the  mouth  of  tba 
Rio  Bravo. 

If  we  go  back  only  a  period  of  twenty  years,  we  can  cite  the  stormsi^ 
1829, 1831, 1835, 1837, 1840, 1844,  the  destruction  and  suffering  caus^bf 
which,  only  within  a  very  short  time,  will  be  found  quite  sufficient  to  in- 
duce any  government,  which  does  not  wish  to  sacrifice  the  lives  and  is- 
tunes  of  its  citizens,  to  hinder  them  from  settling  on  places  exposed  to 
such  catastrophes 
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3l8t  CONG1IB08,      .  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Doo. 

\si  Sesninn.  No.  66. 


MESSAGE 

riioM 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATJES, 


SBLATITK  TO 

T%e  searching  of  American  vesseb  by  British  skffs  of  war,. 


AuGirsT  2,  1850. 
Referred  to  the  Cottmittee  on  Foreign  Relatione,  and  ordered  to  be  printed- 


Th  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate^  in  answer  to  its  resolution  of  the  5th 
Histant,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  that  body  ^'  any  in* 
formation,  if  any  has  been  received  by  the  government^  showing  that  an 
American  vessel  has  been  recently  stopped  upon  the  high  seas  and' searched 
by  a  British  ship  of  war,"  the  accompanying  copies  of  papers.  The  gor- 
ernment  has  no  knowledge  of  any  alleged  stopping  or  searching  on  the 
high  seas  of  American  vessels  by  British  ships  of  war,  except  in  \he  cases 
therein  mentioned.  The  circumstances  of  these  cases  will  appear  by  the 
enclosed  correspondence;  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Navy  Department. 
No  remonstrance  or  complaint,  by  the  owners  of  these  vessels^  has  been 
presented  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

WASHrNOTON,  July  30,  1850. 


United  States  ship  "Portsmouth," 

Porto  Prayaj  June  8, 1850. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  herewith  Commander  Powell's 
report  of  his  doings  on  the  southern  station,  and  copies  of  his  correspond- 
ence, &c.y  numbered  from  1  to  11,  13  to  18;  also  the  affidavits  of  Captain 
R.  J.  Clark  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Raymon,  of  the  barque  "Acmirre,"  which 
vessel  was  captured  by  a  British  cruiser. 

Commander  Powell  sent  to  me  by  the  "Perry"  three  seamen,  who 
were  on  board  the  ^^  Navarre  "  at  the  time  of  her  capture.  I  hhve  taken 
their  depositions,  and  forward  them  also. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Foote  informed  me  that,  when  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  ^^Navarre^^  were  brought  into  pon,' neither  the  ca^jtain  nor 
mate  came  near  him,  though  the  crew  all  took  rehige  on  board  his  vessel, 
lieutenant  Commanding  Foote  sent  to  Captain  Clark,  inviting  him  to 
come  on  board,  if  he  had  any  complaint  to  make.  He  did  not  present 
himself.    Tiiere  can  be  no  question  of  that  vessel  having  been  designed 
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Ibr  a  slaver;  and,  had  the  ^' Perry ''  not  been  on  the  coast,  the  captaiii 
would  not  have  been  frightened  into  the  abandonment  of  his  vessel.  Be- 
sides the  cases  mentioned'by  Commander  Powell  of  the  '*  Louisa  Beaton" 
and  "  Catharine,"  some  others  have  come  to  my  knowledge  of  improper 
interference  with  our  flag.  Prompt  notices  will  be  taken  of  these  naattee. 
Commodore  Fanshawe  has  evinced  the  greatest  desire  to  avoid  any  diffi' 
cnlty  with  our  flag,  and,  I  am  quite  sure,  will  give  ample  satisfaction  ibr 
every  wrong  done,  and  prevent  the  recurrence  of  any  for  the  future.  The 
position  taken  by  Commander  Powell  and  Lieutenant  Foote  will,  of  itself, 
msure  the  observance  bf  proper  respect  to  our  flag.  It  is  my  intention  to 
proceed  directly  to  the  south  coast,  and  take  all  these  matters  under  my 
own  superintendence-    The  information  you  receive  from  the  several  re- 

E)rts  now  made  will  show  you  how  shamefully  our  flag  has  been  used 
r  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  slave  trade;  and  should  you  determine 
to  continue  our  cruises  on  the  southern  station,  you  will  see  the  necessity 
of  providing  for  their  support,  without  losing  two-thirds  of  their  time  in 
coming  here  for  sup|4ies.  There  seems  to  me  no  better  way  than  sending 
one  of  the  public  store-ships  to  remain  on  that  part  of  the  coast,  and  to  be 
relieved  at  proper  intervals  of  time  by  others  with  supplies,  as  they  may  b^ 
required.  Such  a  vessel  would  act  even  as  a  cruiser,  and  be  of  as  much 
service  as  a  regular  ship  of  war,  besides  afibrding  a  comfortable  retreat  for 
the  sick.  I  would  even  recommend  that  one  oi  the  small  vessels  of  war 
be  detached,  and  a  store-ship  substituted  in  her  place,  with  such  a  number 
of  hght  guns  as  she  might  be  able  to  carry.  In  that  way,  the  ma^tude 
of  our  force  would  be  maintained,  and  its  efllciency  ample  as  it  is  now. 

The  British  government  have  broken  up  the  famous  slave  station  at 
Qallinas;  and  so  entirely  abolished  is  the  traflUc  in  slaves,  this  side  of 
Cape  St.  Paul's,  that  they  cruise  for  its  prevention  to  the  eastward  of  that 
cape  only. 

If  our  vessels  are  to  be  continued  south,  and  obliged  to  leave  that  coast 
for  supplies.  Rio  Janeiro  or  Bahia  would  be  more  convenient  than  this 
place,  and  would  keep  the  vessels  constantly  upon  the  track  of  the  slavery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  GREGORY, 
Commanding  African  squadron. 

Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C- 


United  States  ship  "John  Adams," 
Off"  Ambriz,  southwest  coaU  of  Africa,  Aprd  19,  1850* 
Commodore  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  United 
States  ship  "John  Adams,"  under  my  command,  since  sailing  from 
Porto  Prayfi^,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  6th  of  February  last* 
We  touched  at  Monrovia,  Liberia,  (for  kroomen  and  wood,)  on  the 
17th,  and  sailed  thence  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  of  February.    We 
passed  close  to   Cape  Palmas,  without  communicating,  and  shaped  a 
course  down  the  Gulf  of  Guinea.    Ou  the  10th  of  March  anchored  at 
Prince's  island,  where  I  remained  until  the  16th  to  refresh  the  crew 
and  water  ship. 

As   we  left,  on  the  morning  of  the  day  last  named,  we  fcU  in 
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mA  commtmictfled  with  the  <^  Yorktown,"  Commodore  Ifoi^tdn,  bomid 
iiito  West  Bay;  all  well.  The  course  was  shaped  for  Cape  Lopez, on 
^e  coast  of  Africa,  along  which  we  ran,  when  the  wiad  would  serve, 
until  the  night  of  the  3d  of  April,  when  we  anchored  off  Ambriz,  and 
the  next  morning  fell  in  with  the  ^^  Perry.'' 

The  British  war  steamers  ^^  Cyclops,''  Captain  the  Hon*  G.  F,  Hast- 
ings, senior  officer  of  the  southern  division,  and  ^^Ratder,"  Commander 
A.  Gummings,  came  into  the  anchorage  in  a  day  or  two.  The  French 
war^9teamer  ^^Caymau"  also  made  the  anchorage  the  night  of  the  day 
that  we  arrived. 

I  entered  immediately  into  friendly  intercourse  with  the  commander 
of  each  of  the  vessels  named,  during  which  I  was  made  acquainted  with 
the  recent  cases  of  capture  of  the  vessels  that  make  the  subject  of  the 
correspondence  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you. 

I  understand  that  two  of  the  captured  vessels  have  never  been  sent  iQ 
for  adjudication  after  capture.  One  of  them,  the  ^^Rowena,"  was 
set  fire  to  and  destroyed  by  the  British  commander  at  her  anchors,  off 
Ambriz,  because  she  was  thought  unseaworthy.  She  had  put  in  for  re- 
pairs, as  the  master  reports.    The  &te  of  the  other  is  not  known. 

Understanding  from  Captain  Hastings  that  he  designed  to  despatch  a 
cruiser  to  Commodore  Fanshawe  (supposed  to  be  at  St.  Helena)  with  the 
correspondence,  and  believing  myself  that  this  is  too  grave  a  matter  for 
adjustment  by  a  subordinate,  I  informed  him  that  the  ^'  Perry"  should 
convey  the  intelligence  to  you.  In  the  mean  time,  affioLirs  will  wear  a 
more  fiivorable  aspect  for  the  interests  of  our  conmierce  generally ;  and 
those  doubtful  cases,  hitherto  decided  so  summarily,  may  be  guarded 
by  the  presence  of  American  authorities,  to  which  1  am  persuaded  the 
British  officers  would  gladly  refer. 

Leaving  the  "Perry"  before  Ambriz,  in  friendly  cooperation  with  the 
British  senior  officer,  I  proceeded  to  Loando,  some  sixty  miles  to  the 
southward,  for  information  and  for  uater.  Here  I  met  the  master  of  the 
"Navarre,"  who,  after  the  delay  of  several  days,  (he  said  he  h^ 
been  indisposed,)  came  on  board  and  made  before  me  the  affidavit  filed 
amongst  the  papers  forwarded.  I  had  received  the  mate  on  board  at 
Ambriz. 

Having  accomplished  the  object  of  my  visit  to  "  Loando,"  I  sailed  on 
the  17th  of  April  to  rejoin  the  "  Perry"  and  despatch  her  to  you.  This 
was  effected  on  the  19th.  She  was  still  in  company  with  the  "Cyclops," 
the  commander  of  which  vessel  (the  Hon.  O.  F.  Hastings)  sent  me  a 
communication  relative  to  the  boarding  of  the  "Louisa  Beaton"  by  the 
''  H  lying  Fish."  You  will  of  course  decide  whether  the  explanation  be 
of  a  satisfactory  nature.  But,  at  all  events,  the  object  is  in  the  main  at- 
tained, when  the  parties  are  thus  held  to  account  for  their  alleged  violation 
of  our  maritime  rights. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  purser,  we  had 
four  months'  provisions  on  board,  with  the  exception  of  bread  and  rice, 
of  which  there  were  but  three.  Since  that  period  I  fell  in  with  ah 
American  trader  and  procured  bread  enough  to  make  up  the  fourth 
month,  and  rice  can  be  had  on  the  coast;  so  that,  if  the  provision  pmve 
good,  we  can  keep  the  station  until  the  1st  of  June  next,  by  whieh  timfi 
yon  may  possibly  have  at  your  disposal  (if  such  be  your  desire)  a  vess^ 
to  replace  us.    The  English  force  on  the  southwest  coast  is  a  large  one— ^ 
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'^  Cyclops"  and  "Rattler"  (steamcTs)  I  found  here ;  "Pfuto^^  (steaaaf 
at  the  Congo;  "Centatur"  and  << Gladiator"  passed  to  the  somh^mid 
lust  prior  to  my  arrival^  "Water  Witch"  (brig)  is  off  Benguela;  "Ffyin^ 
Fish"  (brig)  off  Kabenda;  doubtless  oth«rs — ^for  information  of  frhidi  I 
respectfully  refer  you  to  Lieutenant  ('ommanding  Foote.  These  ve8sd» 
have  all  made  captures,  and  some  of  Ihem  of  several  vessels  claiming,  ii 
the  first  instance,  American  nationality — in  shorty  capturing  under  the 
circumstances  set  forth  in  the  papers  submitted  to  your  consideratioa. 
Nor  do  I  see  any  permanent  remedy  for  it  (unless  af>i«oved)  but  the  pres- 
ence  of  an  American  force. 

Our  people  are  thus  far  healthy;  and;  up  to  this  day,  I  have  found  the 
elimate  good.    The  officers  are  well. 

I  have  already  troubled  you  with  a  large  eonespondence;  and  wiB 
therefore  conclude  with  the  assurance  that  I  am,  commodore,  vny  le^ 
•pectfuUy,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  POWELL, 

ConAnandiT. 
Commodore  Fhancis  H.  GiacGORT, 

Commanding  United  Siaes  naval  forces 

en  the  west  coast  of  African 


United  State©  ship  "John  Adami*,'' 
€ff  Ambriz,  soutlvwest  coast  of  Africa^  AprU  19,  1S50. 
Commodore:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  such  papers  of  the  barque 
'*  Navarre"  as  the  late  master,  Clark,  was  able  to  put  into  my  hands;  also 
the  shipping  articles,  preserved  by  the  mate,  Raymon^  to  be  filed  with  the 
affidavits  aijd  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  at  his  request. 

They  are  numbered  from  1  to  10,  with  a  receipt  explaining  the  same. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  POWELL,  Cdmmander. 
Commodore  P.  H.  Gregory, 

Commanditig  United  States  Ttaval forces 

on  the  west  coast  of  Africa. 


St.  Paul  de  Loaxdo,  April  16,  1850. 
Received  of  Captain  Robert  J.  Clark,  late  master  of  the  American  barque 
^'^  Navarre,"  of  Philadelphia,  the  following  list  of  papers  pertaining  to  the 
said  barque,  purporting  to  be — 

1.  Crew  list,  Rio  de  Janeiro^  28th  December.  1850,  signed  at  the 
United  States  consulate  by  Carlos  Raynsford,  for  United  States  consul; 

2.  Crew  list,  Santa  Cathariua,  15th  January,  1850,  signed  at  the  United 
States  consulate  by  Robert  S.  Cathcart,  acting;  United  States  consul > 

3.  Certificate  of  crew  list,  Santa  Catharina,  15th  January,  1850, 
signed  at  the  United  States  consulate  by  Robert  S.  Cathcart,  acting 
United  States  consul; 

4.  Bill  of  health,  Santa  Catharina,  15th  January,  1850; 

6.  Certificate  of  the  nationality  of  the  American  barque  *<  Navane,'^ 
Santa  Cathanna,  15th  January.  1850,  signed  at  the  United  States  coo^ 
sulate  by  R.  S.  Cathcart,  acting  United  States  consul; 
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C  Olearanee  fiom  enstom-howse^  /anuary  16, 1 8S&; 

7.  Bill  of  hospital  tax,  January  16,  1850; 

8.  Oonsol^s  bill  for  lepers,  d&c,  15th  January,  1850,  signed  by  R, 
S.  Cathcart,  acting  United  States  consul; 

9.-  Certificate  of  Vleposite  of  substituted  register  and  shipping  papers  in 
4he  United  States  consulate  at  Santa  Catbarina^  signed  by  iL  S.  Caihcart, 
acting  United  States  consul^ 

10.  Certificate  of  increase  of  crew  list,  signed  at  the  United  States  con- 
4Bulate  at  Santa  Catharina,  by  ft.  S.  Oathcart,  United  States  consul. 

Together  with  <the  shipping  articles  received  from  the  mate  at  AmbriSi 
and  also  sundry  old  papers  found  in  the  said  barque  '^  Navarre'^  (subse- 
quent to  Us  purchase  of  her)  by  Captain  Clark. 

L.  M.  POWELL, 

Comnmnderinike  U.  S.  navyj  andeam^g  U.  S.  ship  "  JohnAdama^* 


St.  Paul  de  Loando, 
ZMled  Stales  sfUp  "  Joftn  Adams,''  April  17, 1850. 

Sir:  t  herewith  enclose  a  receipted  list  of  papers  left  in  my  hands  by 
you  yesterday. 

I  sdso  take  this  occasion  to  certify  that  yoti  made  a  protest  to  me,  in 
iiill,  setting  forth  the  illegal  capture,  by  her  Britannic  Majesty''s  steam- 
ship '^  Firefly,**  of  the  American  barque  "  Navarre,^'  of  Philadelphia,  of 
which  you  are  the  late  master. 

V«ry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  POWELL,  Oommander. 
Capt.  Robert  J.  Clark, 

Late  master  s/4AeJfargye  ''  Navarre^''  St.  Paul  de  Loando. 


U.  S.  "  Ship  John  Adamb,*^ 

At  sea,  of  Ambrizy  April,  1860. 

CoiofoooRiE.:  I  forward  for  your  information  the  accompanying  corre- 
ipondeBce  with  the  commanders  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  cruisers  named 
therein,  touching  the  capture  of  sev^pal  vessels  claiming  to  be  Annericany 
but  said  to  have  been  seized  under  Brazilian  colors,  as  Brazilian  property, 
by  the  officers  of  the  British  cruisers,  after  the  American  flag  had  been 
struck;  and  also  the  complaints  of  some  of  the  captured  parties,  together 
with  those  of  two  masters  of  American  merchant  vessels,  the  only  two  I 
have  Allien  in  with  on  the  southwest  coast  of  Africa. 

The  list  of  captures,  for  which  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  Lieutenant  Com*" 
manding  A.  H  Poote,  who  furnished  me  with  it,  may  be  deemed  a  largo 
one;  ana  the  cause  of  capture,  so  far  as  set  forth  in  the  enclosed  reports 
of  British  ofiicers,  seems  to  be  inadequate  and  insufficient.  Under  this 
impression  I  have  interposed,  so  far  as  the  very  imperfect  information,  re* 
ceived  for  the  most  part  from  the  British  commanaers,  would  justify  the 
iDterposition. 

That  our  flag  is  used  and  abused  for  the  purpose  of  sheltering  the 
African  slave  trader,  both  here  and  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  is  a  shameful 
tnith — by  Biazilians^  and  other  foreigners^  to  evade  the  British  cruisersi 
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and  by  our  own  people,  tb  cover  foreigners  and  their  propeity  from  sedcb 
and  capture,  when  the  latter  Were  destined  for  the  shtve  trade.  But  this, 
(hough  unlawful  before  an  American  tribunal,  gives  no  right  to  a  fbit^n 
officer  to  visits  search^  and  seize  an  American  ressel;  nor  has  this  baeo 
<the  plea  for  seirare,  but  quoted  to  strengthen  the  alleged  cause,,  to  vit: 
<<  false  American  papers" — ^to  sustain  which  altegation,  not  a  tittle  of  en- 
dence  other  than  assertion  has  been  adduced. 

In  the  mean  time,  several  vessels  under  the  flag,  with  American  mas- 
ter, mate,  and  crew,  proper  log-book,  and  ^^  American  papers, '^  mt 
boarded,  the  papers  declared  ^^ralse,"^  and  another  nationality  set  up, 
seemingly  for  the  sole  purpose  of  seizure.  For  why  should  another  party 
volunteer  to  be  seized  as  a  guilty  party  1  The  vessel  is  <^  seized  scoori- 
ingly,"  sent  up  to  St.  Helena,  and  in  ten  days  thereajfter  jpasses  thvougb 
<he  court 

These  entire  proceedings  appear  lo  me  to  be  so  iiregolar  as  to  require 
their  immediate  communication  lo  the  commander-in-chief;  and  I  have 
therefore  determined  to  despatch  the  ^<  Peny,"  whose  time  is  up,  or 
nearly  so,  with  this  inforniation. 

With  the  hope,,  commodore,  that  these  proceedings  wiH  meet  your  ap- 
probation^ I  am;  sir,  very  respectjfuHy,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  POWELL^  Ommimder. 

Conimodore  Francis  H.  Gregory, 

Chtrniumdhig  U.  S.  tutml forces, 

Chasf  bf  Africa. 


U.  S.  Shif  "  JoHK  Adams/'' 
€ff  Amirizj  soteikwesi  coast  of  Africa^  AprU  7,  1850. 
Sir:  On  the  list  of  captures  of  American  vessels^  or  vessels  under  the 
American  flag,  politely  furnished  by  Captain  Hastings,  of  the  ^^  Cyclops,'^ 
to  Lieutenant  Poote^  commanding  U.  S.  brig  *^' Perry/*  I  find  the  ^' Lucy 
Ann"  named  as  one  of  them^  and  seiaed  by  the  <^  Rattler,"  under  your 
command.     • 

As  eveirything  connected  with  the  use  and  abuse  of  the  American  flag 
6ti  this  coast  is  necessarily  of  peculiar  interest  at  this  moment,.  I  most  re- 
spectfully request  that  you  wilt  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  me^  for  the 
mformadoh  of  niy  government,  the  requisite  details  for  the  thorough  un- 
derstanding of  the  case  in  question. 

With  lugh  consideration,  1  am^  sir^  very  respectfully,,  your  obedient 
ilervant, 

L.  M.  POWELL, 
Commiander  U>  &  Ntn^^ 
Comihander  A.  Cxtiviming^ 

Commanding  H.  E.  M.  steam-sloop  ^^  Rattler ,** 

off  AmbfTXT^^y  southwest  coast  of  AfrictK 
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H.  M.  STEAM'SLOOP  '^KaTTLBR,'* 

Of  Ambnzy  April  7, 1860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  thia 
day,  requesting  me  to  furnish  you,  for  the  information  of  your  governs 
ment,  with  the  details  of  the  capture  by  H.  M,  sloop  under  my  command 
of  a  brig  "  called"  the  "  Lucy  Ann,**  on  the  20th  February,  with  647 
slaves. 

In  compliance  with  yoUr  request,  I  beg  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  particur 
lars  attending  her  seizure,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  on  thai 
occasion  to  the  British  commander-in-chief.  Commodore  Panshawe,  C.  B. 

With  high  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

ARTHUR  GUMMING,  Omrmnder. 

Conunander  L.  M.  Powell, 

Commanding  U^  S.  carvetie  ^^John  Adams.** 


Her  Majb8tv*0  bteam^bloof ''Raitlbr,'^ 

At  sea,  Fsbruary  22, 1860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  vou  that,  on  the  20th  instant,  her 
Majesty *s  sloop  "  Rattler**  captured  a  brig  called  the  " Lucy  Ann,'*  with 
five  hundred  and  forty-seven  slaves  on  t^ard. 

The  fitcts  connected  with  this  capture  are  instructive,  and  will  tend  to 
show  the  difficulties  which  beset  an  officer  in  the  discharge  of  an  onerous 
duty  on  this  coast;  and  I  therefore  beg  to  submit  the  following: 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  instant,  I  personally  boarded  this  vessel, 
for  the  first  time,  off  Ambrizette,  and  exammed  her  papers,  to  ascertain  her 
nationality.  They  appeared  to  me  in  order,  and  sufficient  to  justify  her 
sailing  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States.  They  had  also  previously 
been  examined  by  several  experienced  officers,  without  a  defect  having  been 
detected.  The  visit,  sir,  was  performed  with  the  respect  due  to  the  honor- 
able flaff  she  had  assumed,  and  in  strict  compliance  with  the  instruc- 
tions— the  brig  not  even  having  been  hove-to  on  my  going  on  board  or 
quittioff  her.  Her  movements,  however,  having  excit^  my  suspicion,  at 
night- mil,  I  placed  her  Majesty's  sloop  in  a  position  to  "see  her,"  should 
she  sail  with  slaves;  and  on  the  mormn^  of  the  20th,  the  same  brig  hove 
in  sight,  standing  to  the  westward,  having  a  moderate  breeze,  and  under 
all  sail.  As  she  continued  her  course,  and  no  effort  to  escape  being  made, 
I  was  enabled  to  board  her  at  9h.  30m.  a.  m.,  and  was  shown  the  papers 
I  had  previously  examined,  without  observing  any  alteration.  She  was 
at  this  time  under  the  United  States  flag.  Her  decks  were  perfectly  clean, 
and  her  hatchways  carefully — I  may  add  almost  hermetically — closed,  and 
a  boom-boat  over  all.  When  about  to  leave,  a  low,  indistinct  murmur, 
wrung  from  the  accumulating  sufferings  of  her  human  cargo,  became  audi^ 
ble,  and  steam,  forced  firom  the  pressure  below,  visible.  I  "mutely**  di- 
rected the  ostensible  captain's  attention  to  this,  when  he  instantly  declared 
the  papers  to  be  false — that  he  was  not  the  master — ordered  the  mate  to 
haul  the  American  ensign  down,  and  hoist  her  proper  colors,  Brazilian, 
under  which  flag  the  hatches  were  removed,  and  a  most  revolting  spec- 
tacle exhibited.  More  than  five  hundred  slaves  of  both  sexes  had  been 
thrust  below^  impressed  with  the  idea  that,  if  they  betrayed  themselves  hf 
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die  slighest  noise^  ihek  lives  would  be  immediately  sacrificed:  they  thos* 
fore  preserved  the  strictest  silence  until  the  powers  of  endurance  became 
exhausted.. 

I  endeavored  to  secure  the  papers,  which  were  confessedly  &lse,  bat 
found  an  opportunitv  had  been  taken  to  throw  them  overboard — a  circum- 
•tance  1  much  regret. 

Many  of  the  crew  were  evidently  citizens  of  the  United  States — which^ 
however,  they  denied ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  proof  of  their  nationality, 
I  wa^  relucdantly  induced  to  allow  them  to  hnd  with  the  Brazilian  crew. 
Their  anxiety  to  avoid  being  recognised  as  Americans  is  a  cleat  proof  of 
the  sincerity  of  that  government;  for  they  looked  with  dread  upon  the  sure 
and  certain  punishment  that  would  have  awaited  them. 

I  believe,  sir,  I  am  not  singular  in  my  opinion,  when  I  state  that  at 
least  one-half  of  the  successful  part  of  the  slave  trade  is  carried  on  under 
the  American  flag — but  certainly  not  under  its  protection.  1  have  had  the 
opportunitv  of  meeting  American  cruisers  in  the  biglits  of  Benin  and 
Biafra,  and  can  bear  testimony  to  the  vigilance  with  which  their  officers 
watch  over  their  flag,  in  order  to  prevent  its  being  violated  by  adventurers 
who  may  think  proper  to  hoist  it,  without  any  legal  right,  for  the  impuni- 
ty it  affords  them;  but  tiie  number  of  American  cruisers  on  the  station  is 
so  small,  in  proportion  to  the  immense  extent  of  the  slave-dealing  coast, 
that  it  is  to  be  feared,  unless  that  squadron  is  increased,  or  more  extended 
powers  granted  to  the  commanders  of  her  Majesty's  cruisers  in  ascertain* 
mg  (in  these  waters)  the  true  nationality  of  a  vessel  hoisting  the  flag  of  a 
nation  not  a  party  to  the  slave  treaties,  the  generous  sacrifices  of  our 
country  may  be  lost,  and  the  hopes  of  the  Atrican  philanthropist  never 
be  realized. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  GUMMING, 

Cummander^ 

Commodore  Arthur  Fanshawe,  C.  B., 

Commander  in  chie/,  ^c. 


U.  S.  «HiP  "  John  Adams,^' 
Near  Arnbrizy  southwest  coast  of  4frica,  April  7, 1850. 
Sir  :  The  verbal  information  tendered  by  you  during  my  visit  to-da^, 
touching  the  capture  of  several  vessels  under  the  novel  and  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  wearing  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  showing  Ainerican 
papers/oflicered  and  manned  in  part  by  American  citizens,  and  exhibitiDg 
a  log-book  in  due  lorm  to  the  boarding  rfficer  and  to  the  commander  of 
H.  B.  M.  cruiser  conducting  the  examination;  and  then,  when  noti* 
fied  that  the  examination  was  not  satisfactory,  and  the  determinatioa 
announced  that  the  vessel  and  parties  claiming  American  natiooalicy 
should  be  sent  for  adjudication  to  the  United  States  authorities,  the 
striking  said  United  States  flag,  destroying  the  papers,  (in  one  case  by 
seizing  them  fixim  the  hands  of  the  British  officer,  and  casting  them  into 
the  sea,)  the  absolute  denial  of  being  the  proper  officers  of  said  vessel  or 
vessels,  and  bringing  forward  new  claimants  to  the  ownership  and  officers 
ID  the  persons  of  Brazilians,  who  were  hitherto  silent  lookers  on,  and 
who  hoisted  the  Brazilian  flag,  and  the  consequent  seizure  of  the  vessel, — 
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were  heard  by  me  with  die  interest  which  the  subject  merited.  I  take 
this  occasion  to  say  that  it  was  received  in  the  firiendly  spirit  which 
marked  the  tone  of  the  communication — with  a  full  appreciation  of  the 
difficult  and  embarassing  Cfrcumstances  attending  the  transactions. 

It  would  have  been  my  duty  to  request  of  you  a  more  formal  statement 
of  the  details  of  capture  or  seizure  of  the  vessels,  but  for  the  infoimatioii 
also  given  tliat  the  subject-matter  had  already  been  transferred  to  the 
commanderin  chief  of  the  British  forces  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

I  agree  with  you  that  the  past  occurrences  in  question  ate  in  the  proper 
channel  of  communication  between  the  functionaries  of  our  respective 
governments.  ' 

But  as  new  cases  of  similar  character  may  present  diemselves,  I  feel 
impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  repeat  here  the  opinion  expressed  at  the 
interview  above  recited,  with  some  additional  reflections.  On  the  high 
seas,  the  flag,  ihe  papers,.the  American  master,  mate,  and  crew  in. part, 
the  log-bdok,  and  American  build  of  the  vessel,  are  evidence  of  American 
nationality  which  must  be  conclusive^  as  to  foreigrters.  These  embrace 
all  the  evidence  which  ships  can  give  as  to  their  true  and  lawful  character; 
and  they  may  be  defective  iu  many  respects,  in  the  eye  of  the  law  of  the 
nations  to  which  they  belong,  respectively,  without  forfeit  of  loss  of  nation- 
ality, which  can  only  be  changed  under  certain  provisions  of  the  law. 
The  averments  of  parties  claiming  the  benefit  of  American  nationality  must 
be  eittier  admitted  or  denied  If  the^ first,  the  oj£cials  of  a  foreign  power 
have,  of  right,  no  manner  of  control  or  jurisdiction,  no  matter  what  the 
purpart  of  the  voyage  may  6e,  (piracy  excepted )  If  denied,  there  exists 
no  right  in  the  foreign  official  to  adjudicate  the  case  on  the  high  seas: 
tiie  claimants,  and  their  property  must  be  taken  into  court,  or  must  be 
released* 

If  these  principles  be  sound,  apply  them  to  the  case  now  in  question. 
The  vessel  is  American  in  model,  an  American  claims  to  be  her  master, 
as  also  her  mate  and  crew  in  part,  the  papers  are  exhibited,  the  log-book 
opened,  all  under  her  proper  flag,  but  ttie  foreign  boarding  officer  is  not 
yet  satisfied  as  to  her  nationality.  There  are  suspicious  Brazilians  about 
the  deck,  and  he  demands  a  further  scrutiny,  and  finds  the  vessel  pre- 
pared to  receive  or  actually  full  of  slaves.  In  the  mean. time,  the  master  is 
alarmed,  hauls  down  the  American  flag,  destroys  his  papers,  declares  he 
is  not  the  captain,  calls  out  a  Braziiian,-who  invests  himself  with  office  as 
the  captain.  All  this,  in  some  cases,  in  the  presence  of  the  British  officer, 
who  seizes  the  vessel  as  Brazilian,  and  discharges  the  delinquents.  He 
adjudicates  the  case  as  far  as  the  American  parties  are  concerned,  and 
perhaps  wrongfully — certainly  so  far  as  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade 
is  involved;  aiid  this  is  the  only  object  for  which  our  governments  expend 
the  treasure  and  sacrifice  the  lives  of  our  people  on  this  coast  so  freely — 
wrongfully,  for  the  probabilities  are  that  the  destroyed  papers  are  genuine 
documents,  which,  produced  in  evidence  against  the  parties  before  United 
States  tribunals,  would  subject  thena  to  heavy  penalties  of  the  laws  pro- 
hibiting the  slave  trade — wrongfully,  for  the  parties^  be  they  who  they 
may,  are  not  held  to  answer  for  their  crimes. 

Is  it  not,  therefore,  reasonable  to  infer  that  this  is  the  motive  for  the 
destruction  of  the  papers — that  they  are  too  good  for  preservation?  If  so, 
or  if  there  be  a  reasonable  doubt  of  it,  is  not  the  adjudication  premature 
and  wrongful,  both  as  regards  the  government  of  the  United  States,  which 
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alone  has  jurisdiction  in  (he  case^  and  trrongfiil,  as  regards  the  comnon 
object,  to  wit :  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  from  the  absohte 
impunity  afforded  to  the  atrocious  violators  of  our  laws?  Hence,  is  lot 
the  inference  a  fair  one^  not  that  the  papers  were  fidse,  but  genuine^  aad 
proved  too  much  ? 

It  is  wrong  in  other  respects.  It  is  a  dangerous  exercise  of  surveillanee 
over  the  commerce  of  a  hiendly  nation;  for  the  boarding  officer  may  be 
mistaken.  That  such  is  the  foct,  perhaps  in  most  of  the  enumerated 
instances,  may  fairly  be  inferred  from  the  admission  that  one  or  more  of 
the  vessels  captured  by  H.  B.  M.  cruisers — the. ^^  Lucy  Ann,"  for  in- 
stance— had  been  previously  examined,  and  suffered  to  proceed  on  her 
voyage  as  a  true  and  lawful  American  trader,  and  two  days  after  was 
seized  by  the  same  cruiser,  ('*  Rattler,'*)  with  identical  papers.  Such  pio- 
ceedings  lead  directly  to  those  vexatious  annoyances  which  tend  to  disturb 
the  otherwise  amicable  relations  of  nations  ardently  desirous  of  perpetu- 
ating peace.  Two  instances  in  point  have  already  been  brought  under 
my  notice,  though  but  a  few  days  upon  the  coast — ^the  first,  that  of  the 
barque  "Catharine,**  Stodder,  master,  spoken, at  sea,  before  my  arrival; 
and  the  second,  th^  report  of  the  master  of  the  "  Louisa  Beaton,"  Captain 
Bailey — the  second  American  merchant  tracer  which  I  have  fallen  in 
with  here* 

It  pained  me  to  learn  from  each  of  the  parties  named  that  they  felt  ag- 
grieved at  what  they  deemed  vexqitious  interruptions,  to  which  they^  had 
been  subjected  by  tne  British  cruiser^  whilst  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
lawful  commerce.  •       . 

I  transmit  the  report  of  the  boarding  officer  of  this  ship. 

The  second  complained  to  me  in  person  that  he  had  been  boarded  ofT 
Kabenda  by  an  officer  from  the  ^* Flying  fHshy^^  who  ordered  his  hatches 
to  be  taken  off,  but  was  requested  by  said  master  first  to  examme  his 
papers  before  he  searched,  and  reminded  that  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  did  not  admit  of  the  right  of  search . 

The  African  slave  trade  is  carried  on  to  the  same  exteut  nearly  (as  a 
point  of  delivery)  on  the  Brazil  coast,  along  the  shores  of  which  is  the 
great^  highway  of  half  the  commerce  of  the  United*  States.  Shall  this 
summary  process  to  be  translated  thither?  The  statement  of  the  case 
carries  its  proper  answer.  However  much  the  hearts  of  our  people 
may  be  set  upon  the  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade,  I  do  not  hazard 
much  in  saymg  that  they  are  not  prepared  to  pay  this  price  to  effect  it. 

But  let  us  reverse  the  case,  as  made  by  the  captors  of  the  vessel,  which 
has  led  to  these  reflections.  The  vessel  hoists  the  Brazilian  flag,  shows 
ber  papers  and  her  log;  The  Brazilian  master  and  his  crew  appear,  to 
meet  the  scrutiny  of  the  boarding  officer.  She  fkils  to  prove  her  nation- 
ality, and  is  about  to  be  seized,  for  any  supposed  cause.  Shall  it  be  suf- 
fered that  his  first  character  may  be  repudiated,  and  the  vessel  rescued  at 
the  last  moment  by  a  transfer  of  it  to  another  party,  kept  in  reserve  for 
such  a  contingency?  And  yet  such  is  the  case  in  hana,  and  applies,  I 
believe,  to  each  and  all  of  the  recent  captures  made  by  her  Britannic 
Majesty ^s  cruisers  on  this  station,  where  the  American  flag  was  used. 

The  conversation  at  this  stage  naturally  turned  upon  a  remedy  for  these 
embarrassing  difficulties  in  the  way  of  of&cera  charged  with  the  execution 
of  duties  involving  consequences  of  so  grave  a  nature.  The  naval  com- 
manders of  our  respectiTe  countries  are  enjoined  by  the  treaty  of  1842  to 
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eonsUlt  for eooperatioii  in  the  meafimes best calcalated  to  efiect  the  com- 
mon object;  and  I  gave  you  my  opinion  then,  and  take  this  occasion  Co 
repeat  it,  that  I  do  not  think  the  admission  of  the  second-hand  claimants 
to  confer  new  nationality  on  the  vessel  about  to  be  disposed  of,  on  the 
high  responsibility  of  the, captors,  for  the  reasons  above  recited,  is  the 
best  means  of  effecting  the  fuppression  of  the  African  slave  trade;  that, 
on  the  contrary,  whilst  it  may-  do  grievous  wrong  to  one  of  the  parties,  it 
secures  the  evil-doers  from  tbe  penalty  of  the  law. 

In  conclusion,  I  refer  with  unfeigned  gratification  to  the  sequel  of  our 
renewed  conference  upon  the  matter  now  in  question,  wherein  you  say 
that  the  presence  of  the  United  States  forces  on  this  coast  will  enable  you 
to  refer  cases  of  doubtful  nationality  affecting  American  interests  to  the 
authorities  most  concerned,  and  that  such  will  be  the  course  of  her  Bri* 
tannic  Majesty's  cruisers  under  your  orders  until  the  result  of  the  con* 
tern  plated  reference  to  your  couinuinder-in-chief  shall  be  known;  and  to 
the  readiness  manifested  by  you  to  co-operate  in  any  manner  with  the 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  more  effectual  suppression  of  the 
stave  trade. 

Permit  me  to  add  that  the  acquaintance  which  has  grown  out  of  our 
brief  intercourse  with  yourself  and  oflBicers  has  been  a  source  of  pleasure 
to  me,  and  that  I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  POWELL, 
Commander  United  States  Namf. 

Captain  the  Hon.  Gborg£  £*.  Hastings, 

Senior  twicer  of  the  Southern  Division  of  H.  B.  M.  forces 

on  the  southu^est  coast  (^Africa,  off  Ambriz. 


Her  BRrtANNic  Majesty's  steamship  "  Cyclops," 

Of  Ambriz  J  southwest  coast  of  Africa^  April  8, 1850. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yes- 
terday, recapitulating  a  conversation  which  I  had  the  honor  of  holding 
with  you  on  the  subject  of  the  recent  captures  made  by  her  Britaniiio 
Majesty's  cruisers  on  the  south  coast,  of  Brazilian  vessels,  who,  on  first 
boarding,  dispkyed  the  American  colors,  and  produced  American  papers 
to  our  boarding  officers,  but  eventually,  on  the  officer  observing  the  ille- 
gality of  their  papers,  register,  dpc.,  and  doubting  their  nationality, 
changed  Aeir  characters  immediately  to  Brazilian,  and,  without  any  in- 
timidation or  coercion  on  our  parts,  deliberately  destroyed  the  American 
Sipens,  hauled  down  the  American  colors,  and  gave  their  vessels  up  as 
II  y -equipped  Brazilians  for  the  slave  trade. 

I  gladly  bear  testimony  to  the  most  perfect  correctness  of  this  conver- 
sation,*as  related  by  you  from  memory,  on  this  subject,  and  would  now 
beg  to  offer  you  my  remarks  upon  the  statements  you  have  thought  it  your 
duty  to  address  to  me. 

1 .  I  would  beg  very  respectfully  to  deny  that  in  any  of  our  recent  cap- 
tures we  have  attempted  to  adjudicate  upon  any  of  the  ca&es;  for,  on 
the  vessels  being  delivered  over  to  us  as  Brazilians,  they  were  detained, 
and,  in  every  instance  but  ttooy  (which  were  vessels  in  a  disabled  and 
leaky  state,)  sent  to  St.  Helena  for  adjudication,  and,  by  our  accounts 
leceived  firom  the  admiralty  court  there,  have  been  condemned.  Had  fh# 
American  papers  which  were  presented  been  the  legal  ones^  and  the  mas- 
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tst  remained  trae  to  his  colors,  of  course  our  duty  would  have  beea, 
doubting  the  vessel's  nationality ,  to  have  apprized  the  Aoierican  authoi- 
ties  of  the  vessel's  suspicious  character,  and  have  left  the  case  in  thor 
hands;  but  the  destruction  of  the  papers  by  the  parties  placed  it  beyoei 
our  power  to  bring  any  charge  against  them  as  other  than  BraziliaiK, 
which  the  majority  of  the  crew  claimed  to  be. 

2.  The  complaints  which  you  state  have  bfen  made  iedready  to  yoa  bf 
the  masters  of  the  American  traders — that  they  fell  aggrieved  at  what  thej 
deemed  vexatious  interference,  to  which  they  were  subjected — surprise 
me  much,  for  in  no  instance  has  any  complaint  been  preferred  to  me  by  any 
master  of  an  American  vessel.  It  is  true  that  we  have  certainly  boarded 
American  traders,  but,  in  evdry  instance  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge, 
strictly  complied  with  the  spirit  of  the  treaty  between  the.  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  in  visiting  vessels  oi  the  former  nation  to  ascertain  their 
true  nationality. 

We  have  been  placed  in  a  very  difScult  and  delicate  position  with  re- 
spect to  American  traders,  not  having  seen  any  American  cruisers  on  this 
coast  for,  1  believe,  the  last  two  years  ^  and  vessels  which  to-day  were 
boarded  by  our  cruisers  as  Americans,  having,  as  they  stated^  general 
cargo  on  ix)ard  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  have  been  captured  the  next  day 
with  slaves  on  board,  under  Brazilian  colors,  and  given  up  to  us  as  Brar 
zilian  vessels.  One  case  out  of  many  I  beg  to  send  for  your  information, 
as  contained  in  the  letter  (marked  No.  1)  enclosed. 

3.  I  can  see  no  analogy  in  the  cases  you  **  reverse^^ — vessels  employed 
as  legal  traders  not  being  permitted  to  carry  two  sets  of  papers,  or  claim 
for  their  convenience  a  nadonaHty  they  are  not  entitled  to;  and  I  consider 
it  my  duty  in  any  part  of  the  world  to  detain  and  send  for  trial  before  the 

E roper  tribunal  vessels  so  situated.  In  my  opinion,  such  vessels  would 
e  considered  pirates,  and  vessels  of  war  could  legally  detain  them  on  the 
high  seas.  I  am  also  of  opinion,  from  the  knowledge  which  I  have 
obtained  in  the  recent  captures,  that  had  an  American  cruiser  Mien  in 
with  any  of  those  vessels,  and  no  British  vessel  in  sight,  they  would 
have  displayed  the  Brazilian  colors,  and  presented  Brazilian  papers,  for 
the  purpose  of  evading  the  American  officers'  scrutiny. 

I  enclose  a  report  (marked  No.  2)  detailing  the  capture  of  the  barque 
"  Pilot"  by  her  Britannic  Majesty's  steam-ship  under  my  command.  I 
boarded  her  in  person,  and  examined  her  papers.  No  intimidation  or 
threats  were  used,  but  the  vessel  was  deliberately  given  up  to  me  as  a 
Brazilian  slave  vessel.  This  same  vessel  was  recognised  by  some  of  our 
officers  as  having  visited  this  part  of  the  coast  (Ambriz)  last  July,  then 
called  the  ^'  duincy,"  of  Boston,  and  commanded  by  the  same  person, 
who  presented  himself  as  the  master  on  the  last  occasion;  that  he  shipped 
760  slaves  in  the  month  before  named;  had  landed  them  in  safety  in  the 
Brazils;  and  it  not  being  considered  expedient  to  appear  again*on  the 
coast  Under  the  name  of  "  duincy,"  the  vessel  was  differently  painted, 
a  false  register  was  obtained  at  Rio,  and  her  name  altered  to  the  '* Pilot." 
This  system  has  been  going  on  for  some  years,  as  well  as  a  constant  sale 
of  American  vessels,  coining  over  to  this  coast  with  legal  cargoes,  who 
have  been  disposed  of  to  the  slave  dealers  after  the  cargoes  have  been 
sold — the  flag  and  papers  retained  for  their  protection  up  to  the  moment 
of  the  embarcation  of  the  slaves.  Indeed,  an  instance  or  this  occurred  a 
few  weeks  since,  by  the  American  brigantine  '<  Chatsworth,"  of  Balti- 
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mote,  having  escaped  ^ith  six  hundred  slaves  from  the  neighborhood  of 
Ambriz. 

I  can  assure  vou,  sir,  of  my  very  great  desire,  as  well  as  that  of  every 
one  of  ray  brother  oflBcers  on  this  coast,  to  confine  ourselves  strictly  to 
the  treaty  a^ed  upon  by  our  respective  governments  in  visiting  vessels 
of  your  nation ;  and  I  shall  have  pleasure  in  apprizing  you  for  the  future 
of  all  vessels  that  1  may  deem  to  be  of  a  suspicious  character,  in  order 
that  you  may  take  such  steps, as  may  appear  to  you  necessary. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  add  that  I  shall  gladly  co-operate  with  you 
on  every  occasion  for  the  furtherance  of  the  suppression^  of  the  African 
slave  trade;  and  it  has  given  me  great  pleasure  to  have  had  the  honor  of 
making  your  acquaintance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  F.  HASTINGS, 
Captain  in  her  Briiafmic  Majesty^ a  Navy. 
Levin  M,  Powbll,  Esq., 

Commander  in  the  United  States  Navy^  commanding  the 

U.  S.  ship  ^^  John  Adams ^^^  se^tior  officer  of  the  U.  S. 
naval  forced  south  of  the  equator  y  Ambriz. 


[Eoclo«afe.No.  1.] 

**  CrcLops,"  LoANDO^  December  2,  1849.* 
Sir:  I  hdve  the  hrnor  to  brinff  to  your  notice  the  fpllowihg  particulars 
with  reference  to  the  boarding  of  the  American  brigantine  <<  Oasco"  by  a 
boat  of  her  Majesty's  steamship  under  my  command,  at  daylight  on  the 
27th  ultimo,  while  steaming  to  the  southward.  Between  Ambriz  and 
Hazula  9  sail  was  observed  close  under  the  land,  and  on  coming  up  with 
the  vessel  she  showed  American  colors,  I  sen(t  Lieutenant  Branch  to 
board  her.  The  master  produced  a  paper  called  a  sea-letter  fimm  the  con- 
sul of  the  United  States  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  (Mr.  Gorham  Parks,)  granting 
that  vessel  protection  whilst  trading  in  Africa,  and  stating  that  the  ^<Oasco" 
bad  been  disposed  of  by  one  American  citizen  to  another  in  the  harbor  of 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  after  a  survey — the  cargo  stated  to  be  general,  and  bound 
to  Ambriz.  I  felt  doubtful  as  to  the  American's  honesty;  but,  being  in 
waut  of  coal,  I  proceeded  towards  Loando,  and  on  my  way  fortunately 
fell  in  with,  some  time  afterwards,  her  Majesty's  steam*vessel  ^^Pluto^" 
and  directed  her  commander  to  proceed  to  watch  the  movements  of  the 
<<Casco." 

The  next  morning  the  ^<  Pluto"  discovered  the  above-named  vessel  at 
anchor,  in  the  act  of  shipping  a  cargo  of  slaves.  She  immediately  slipped, 
and  ^'JPluto,'^  after  a  short  chase,  captured  her,  having  on  board  420 
slaves,  without  papers.  I  have  not  yet  received  my  official  report  from 
Lieutenant  JoUine,  but  will  transmit  it  to  you  the  moment  received. 

I  regret  to  say  the  American  flag  has  been  made  use  of  on  many  occa- 
sioQi^,  since  1  have  been  employed  on  this  division  of  the  station,  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  protection  to  the  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade, 
so  as  to  permit  arrangements  to  be  made  by  agents  of  the  parties  for  th  e 
purchase  of  cargoes  of  slaves;  and  whenever  a  good  opportunity  is  ob- 
served, such  as  the  absence  of  a  British  cruiser,  the  shipment  is  effected  , 
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the  colors  hauled  down,  and  the  papers  destroyed  or  secreted,  perhaps  to 
be  again  used  on  another  occasion. 

No  American  vessel  of  war  has  been  seen  on  this  part  of  the  coast  fcr 
many  months;  and  if  this  system  of  making  use  of  or  purchasing  Ameri- 
can nationality  is  continuea,  in  my  opinion,  no  efforts  on  the  part  of  the 
cruisers  will  have  any  avail  in  putting  a  stop  to  the  traffic  in  slaves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  P.  HASTINGS,  O^ain. 

To  Arthur  Fanshawe,  Esq.,  C,  B., 

Commodore^  and  commander-in-ehiefy  tpest  coast  of  Africa. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

'^Cyclops,"  Lo ando,  Janwuy  11, 1850. 

Sir:  Whilst  at  anchor  in  Ambriz  roads,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's ste?mn-yefesel  <<  Phito,"  two  sails  were  observed  in  the  offing,  which, 
on  the  weather  clearing,  were  made  out  to  be  the  ^^  Pluto'*  and  a  barque 
under  American  colors. 

Lieutenant  Jolliffe  boarded  the  barque,  and  considered  the  papers  pro- 
duced by  her  master  very  unsatisfactory;  but,  as  the  vessel  was  bound  to 
Ambriz,  he  thought  it  right. to  bring  the  matter  under  mv  notice*  On  the 
barque  anchoring,  I  visited  her,  and  demanded  to  see  her  papers.  The 
master  produced  the  register,  in  which  it  was  stated  she  was  bound  to 
California;  and  he  asserted  she  had  been  sold  in  the  harbor  of  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro, having  put  in  there  in  distress,  to  a  Mr.  Prank  Smith,  a  resident  of 
that  place,  but  an  American  citizen,  being  a  native  of  Philadelphia.  The 
master  produced  no  document  mentioning  the  transfer  and  sale  of  the 
Vessel,  sea-letter,  nor  indeed  any  authority  for  wearing  the  colors  under 
which  she  was  at  the  time.  I  informed  him  that  I  doubted  his  nation- 
ality— ^more  particularly  as  out  of  the  crew  on  deck  there  was  only  one 
other  American  person,  the  rest  being  foreigners — and  in  consequence 
should  search  the  vessel.  On  opening  the  hatches,  she  was  found  to  be 
fully  fitted  for  ttie  slave  trade,  with  fourteen  Brazilians  on  the  slave-deck, 
in  addition  to  the  foreigners  already  mentioned,  and  two  Brazilians  on 
deck  as  passengers. 

I  then  acquainted  the  master  with  my  intention  to  detain  the  vessel, 
and  that  I  would  deliberate  respecting  her  disposal^  and  returned  on  board 
the  '*  Cyclops."  Some  two  hours  afterwaids,  one  of  the  Brazilian  pas- 
sengers, who  now  affiirmed  himself  to  be  the  real  captain,  came  on  boaid, 
and  acquainted  me  that,  feeling  it  useless  to  evade  capture,  he  had  de- 
stroyed the  false  American  colors  and  papers,  and  substituted  the  Brazil* 
istn  flag.  I  therefore  was  at  liberty  to  seize  his  vessel,  and  in  coim^ 
quence  took  possession  of  the  Brazilian  barque  ^'  Pilot,"  of  300  tons,  iliOy 
equipped  for  the  slave  trade;  and  I  sent  her  to  St.  Helena  in  charge  of 
Lieutenant  Dew. 

I  found  the  barque  "Pilot,"  at  that  time  an  American,  was  disposed 
of,  as  before  stated,  some  months  since,  to  Mr.  F.  Smith,  of  Rio  de  Ja* 
neiro,  who,  I  hear,  is  the  isame  individual  who  was  mentioned  in  the  sea* 
letter  produced  by  the  brigaftttne  '^Gaaeo,^^  (the  capinia  and  case  attend- 
ing it  was  reported  in  one  of  my  leHei^  to  you  of  die  2ft  vMnoii^  which 
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vessel  came  over  to  the  coast  of  Aftica  under  nearly  the  same  circum- 
stances as  the  barque.  If  Mr.  Smith  is  enabled  to  purchase  American 
vessels,  procure  protection  from  the  United  States  consul,  he  (Mr.  Sml(h) 
beings  as  I  am  informed,  in  the  pay  of  the  •slave  merchants  at  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro, and  thus  procure  for  Brazilian  property  the  fraudulent  use  of  the 
American  £ag,  with  impunity,  the  performance  of  our  duty  in  suppressing 
the  slave  trade  will  be  increased  in  difficulties,  it  being  in  many  cases 
ilcafcely  possible  to  discern  between  the  true  and  false  American. 

The  persoii  (Mr.  J.  Myers)  who  represented  himself,  on  my  boarding 

the  '<  Pilot,"  as  the  American  master,  has  since  informed  me  that  he  held 

the  sanie  position  on  lx)aTd  the  alleged  American  barque  ^^Quincy," 

(whom  you,  sir,  may  remember  being  on  the  south  coast  in  June  and  July 

last;)  that  she  was  at  the  time  boarded  by  the  ^^  Centaur,"  and  the  crui* 

aers  (hmiaji^  Brazilian  property)  had  alt  the  requisite  fitments  for  slaves, 

and  ia  qhai^  of  a  Brazilian  master,  who  appeared  as  passenger;  that  the 

Ctuincy  shipped  650  slaves  the  same  night  that  she  was  boaided  by  some 

of  the  boats  of  our  cruisers,  and  that  before  this  shipment  took  place  they 

had  at  Ambriz  embarJIced  their  full  cargo  of  slaves;  but,  the  smoke  of  a 

steamer  appearing  in  the  offing,  (which  vessel  afterwards  j>roved  to  be  the 

"  Centaur,")  the  whole  of  the  slaves  were  relanded  in  less  than  one  hour, 

having  employed  upwards  of  tiiirty-fiire  boats  for  this  service;  and  that, 

on  being  boarded  by  the  ^<  Centaur's"  boat,  the  American  master  and 

papers  were  again  produced. 

I  bring  these  strong  cases  under  your  notice,  and  would  respectfully 

solicit  your  directions  for  my  guidance  on  again  falling  in  with  Brazilian 

vessels,  tlie  owners  of  which  have  apparently  purchased  the  righ|  to  dis- 

plav  the  American  flag  and  produce  American  papers  for  their  protection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yom*  obedient  servimt, 

GEO.  P.  HASTINGS,  Cb;rfferf». 
Arthur  Fanshawb,  Esq.,  C»B., 

Commodorej  and'commander-inrchiefy  west  coa^  of  Africa,  i 


United  States  ship  "John  Adams," 
C^  Ambriz  J  sorUhwest  coast  of  African  April  8»  1860. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  papr  marked  A,  being  a  state- 
ment of  Captain  Stodder,  of  the  American  barque  <f  Catharine,"  made 
to  Lieutenant  Pegram,  of  this  ship,  who  boarded  said  barque  on  the  2d 
instant,  with  the .fiiU  assurance  that  the  submission  of  the  same  will 
elicit  a  satisfactory  explanation . 

Also  statement  marked  B,  being  the  certificate  of  Braddick  Chester, 
mate  of  the  American  brig  ".Louisa  Beaton,"  in  reference  to  the  board- 
ing of  that  brig  by  her  Britannic  Majesty's  cruiser  "  Flying  Fish's"  board- 
ing officer,  al^ut  the  28th  of  March  last,  off  Congo  river,  which  certifi- 
cate is  confirmed  by  Mr.  Joseph  Bailey,  master  of  the  <^  Louisa  Beaton." 
Also  the  affidavit  of  Hiram  C.  Raymon,  late  mate  of  the  barque  <<  Na- 
varre," marked  C;  to  all  of  which  I  referred  in  my  letter  of  yesterday. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  POWELL, 
Commander  United  States  Navy. 
Captain  George  F.  Hastings, 

Senior  office  of  the  Sout/urn  Division  of  H.  B.  M.  forces, 

southwestern  coast  of  Africa. 
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April  2, 1850,  boarded  the  American  baique  Catharine,  of  Salem,  C^h 
tain  Stodder,  two  days  out  from  Ambriz. 

Captain  Stodder  states  that,  about  a  fortnight  ago,  the  barque  ^'  ?b- 
varre,*'  of  Philadelphia,  was  captured  at  Ambriz,  by  the  British  s'eamef 
*'  Firefly."  The  English  commander  boarded  the  "  Navarre,"  and  threstr 
ened  her  captain  that  he  would  lift  his  hatches  and  search  the  hold  fa 
evidence  of  his  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade.     Finally,  he  told  tb« 
captain  that,  if  he  persisted  in  keeping  American'  colors  up,  he  would  cap- 
ture him,  and  deliver  his  vessel  and  crew  to  the  American  commodore, 
who  would  send  him  to  the  United  States  to  stand  his  trial   for  piracy. 
Intimidated  by  this  menace,  the  captain  of  the  ^<  Navarre"  hauled  down 
his  American  colors,  said  the  vessel  was  not  an  American,  and  hoisted  a 
Brazilian  flag.    On  this,  she  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  British  com- 
mander.   The  ^^  Navarre"  had  a  slave-deck  laid*    The  captain  is  now 
atLoando. 

Captain  Stodder  stated  that  he  had  been  much  annoyed  himself  liy 
English  cruisers  firing  shot  at  him,  and  compelling  hini  to  heave-to; 
among  others,  he  was  chased  by  the  launch  of  the  <' Centaur,"  which 
fired  shot  at  him,  and  afterwards  rockets  at  his  sails^  for  the  purpose,  as 
he  believes,  of  crippling  him.  He  has  been  frequently  hove-to  by  shot 
fired  from  vessels  which  knew  him  perfectly  well  for  an  American  and 
fiiir  trader.  He  says  he  could  not  move  about  the  coast  without  being 
harassed  in  this  way.  A  vessel  that  bad  been  lying  by  his  side  in  the 
morning,  and  whose  oflicers  had  then  made  purchases  of  him,  would  fire 
at  him  when  under  way  in  the  afternoon^  under  pretence  of  not  knowing 
who  he  was.  Captain  Stodder  thinks  it  highly  important  that  our  cruisers 
should  be  kept  on  this  part  of  the  coast,  to  protect  o\ir  legal  commerce 
from  interferences  which  are  not  only  vexatious  in  themselves,  but  fre- 
quently attended  with  serious  loss  of  time,  and  sometimes  jeoparding 
the  objects  of  the  voyage. 

R.  B.  PEGRAM, 
Lieuienant  Utiited  Siaies  Navy. 

Witness  present: 
J.  Beale,  iskargetm  U.  S.  Navy. 


B. 

^  I,  Braddick  Chester,  mate  of  the  American  brig  '^  Louisa  Beaton,"  dt> 
hereby  certify  that  1  took  off  the  main  hatch,  by  order  of  the  master, 
Joseph  Bailey,  and  thereupon  the  boarding  oflicer  from  the  British  man- 
of-war  "  Plying  Fish"  did,  with  some  of  his  people,  enter  the  hold  with 
lights  in  a  lanic^n,  and,  after  examination,  proceeded  to  the  forehold,  the 
hatches  of  which  were  lifted,  and  the  same  parties  entered  and  examined 
the  said  forehold.  We  had  one  hundred  and  fifty  kegs  of  gunpowder 
in  the  forehold,  and  no  one  on  board  had  ever  entered  it  with  a  light,  nor 
did  any  one  of  our  people  descend  into  either  hold  duriiig  the  search  or 
examination. 

BRADDICK  CHESTER, 
Off  AmbriZ;  April  6, 1860. 

Witness:  C.  C.  Powell. 
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I  confirm  the  above  statement  in  all  respects;  and  further  addj  that  a 
lady  passenger  was  terrified  by  the  accidental  explosion  of  a  pistol-cap  as 
the  boarding  party  leaped  on  board  at  night,  she  thinking  it  a  gun  dis- 
charged ;  and  hereunto  set  my  hand.  This  took  place  about  9  p.  m.,  on 
or  about  the  2Sth  March  last/ 

JOSEPH  BAILEY. 


c.  ■    .  • 

United  States  shii*  ^^John  Apams," 

Off  Ambrizy  west  coast  of  Africa.  . 

Personally  appeared  before  hie^  Levin  M.  Powell,  commander  in  the 
United  States  navy,  in  command  of  said  ship  ^*  John  Adams,?'  on  this 
8th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  18^0,  Hiram  C.  Raymon,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
depo^eth  aud  saith:  That  he  Was  born  in  the  State  of  Massa^^husetts,  and 
(bllows  the  sea,  and,  bein^  in  Rio.  de  Janeiro,  was  recommended  to  Cap- 
tain Clark,  who  wanted  a  mate.  Agreed  with  said  Clark  to  sail  as  mate  of 
the  barque  "  Navarre,"  then  commanded  by  said  Clark.  Agreed  to  serve 
with  said  Clark  in  said  barque  ^^  Navarre  '*  fox  nine  months,  according  to 
ijerms  and  conditipns  set  forth  in  the  shipping  articles  pre;5erved  by  him  and 
now  produced,  wjiich  said  articles  were  signed  and  certified^  in  due  fpmv, 
in  the  office  of  the  United  States  consul  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  the  pres- 
ence of -said  copysul,  (Kent,)  the  whole  being  done  by  him,  and,  to  the 
best  of  his  .knowledge  and  belief,  by  all  the  parties,  in  good  fisiith;  smd 
further,  that  the  shipping  articles  now  produced,  as  aforesaid,  is  a  good 
and  {awful-  document  in  all  respects. 

The  deponent  further  saith  that  the  barque  *'  Navarre"  sailed  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  1850,  on  a  voyage  to  St.  Catharine's,  Brazil,  for  a 
freight;  that  Captain  Clark,  negotiated  for  several  days  with  the  master 
of  the  American  ship /^O^eanus,"  of  Boston^  then  at  S^.  Catharine's, 
recently  damaged  on  her  voyage  to  California,  as  to  the  terms  on  which 
said  Clark  would  take  the  cargo  of  said  ^^  OoeaoiiS  "  on  freight  to  Califor- 
nia ;  that  the  amount  offered— to  wit,  ten  thousand  dollars — was '  not 
deemed  sufficient,  and  that  thereon  said  Clark  announced  his  intention 
to  sail  fox  the  coast  of  Africa,  with  the  view  to  a  sale  of  his  vessel,  (said 
"  Navarre,")  if  a  purchaser  on  his  terms  should  be  found. 

And  the  deponent  furth^^r  saith  that  the  papers  of  said  ^<  Navarre" — to 
wit,  her  register,  shipping  articles,  &;c.— were  -in  all  respects  true  and 
lawful  papers;  that  the  said  vessel  had  been  engaged  in  trade  between 
Philadelphia  and  Pernambuco  several  voyages;  and  that  when  she  sailed 
from  Rio,  with  deponent  on  board,  the  papers,  as  aforesaid,  were  deliver- 
ed to  the  said  master  (Clark)  in  the  office  of  the  United  States  consul  for 
said  city. 

And  the  deponent  further  saith  that  he  served  in  the  capacity  of  mate 
to  said  Captain  Clark,  the  master  of  said  "  Navarre,"  up  to  the  period  of 
the  capture  of  said  barque,  off  the  town  of  Ambriz,  on  the  southwest 
coast  of  Africa,  on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  March,  1850,  by  the  British 
war-steaoi^r  ^^  Firefly>;"  and  that  he  so  served,  so  &r  as  be  was  concern- 
ed, in  the  belief  that  she  was  thus  far  engaged  in  a  true  and  lawful  com- 
merce. 

EX.--2 
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But  the  deponent  fnrthfer  saith  that  the  lading  of  the  vessel  trasf  <Mn- 
fined  to  water  in  casks^  which  the  master  said  was  for  ballast,  andttr 
other  articles  known  on  the  coast  of  Africa  as  farina;  that  there  were  sun- 
dry Brazilians  on  fooard,  who  labored  in  the  common  duties  of  the  vessel, 
but  who  are  not  entered  on  the  isiforesaid  shipping  articles^  the  which  did 
excite  his  (the  deponenl's)  apprehension  on  the  voyage  that  the  said  master 
(Clark)  might  thereby  compromise  the  character  of  his  vessel,  and  violaie 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  parsed  for  the  prevtotion  and  soppiessian 
of  the  African  slave  trade. 

And  the  deponent  further  saith  that,  for  the  whole  period  included  be- 
tween his  entry  on  board  as  mate,  on  the  27th  of  December^  and  the 
^pture  of  the  barque  **  Navarre,'"  on  the  21st  day  of  March,  by  ther 
"Firefly/*  as  aforesaid,  he  kept  the  log-book  of  the  Vessel,  as  the  true 
and  lawful  record  thereof^  according  to  law;  that  the  original  shipping 
articles  which  are  produced^  as  aforesaid,  are  the  true  articles.  Further^ 
that  he  had  seen  the  ship's  papers,  and  that  they  were  the  true  and  proper 
papers,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief;  aud  that  the  barque 
^'Navarre/'  when  first  boarded  and  held  in  durance  by  the  foreign  offi- 
cers and  men,  was  in  all  resjpects,  and  ill  good  iaith^  an  Ammcan  mer- 
chant trader  of  true  and  lawlul  character. 

And  the  deponent  further  saith  that  said  papers  w^re  in  the  bands  of 
the  foreign  officer  and  officers  at  two  several  times  ^  that  he  knoweth  dot 
what  disposition  was  made  of  them;  but  'that  he  believes  they  vreie 
destroyed  by«  or  suffered  to  be  destroyed  in  the  presence  of,  said  officers,' 
under  threat  of  delivery  of  said  ship  and  people  to  the  American  authori- 
tieSj  to  be  tried  for  alleged  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in 
terms  and  words,  to  wit:  "  Well,  captain,  you  had  belter  let  me  take 
you;  for  if  I  deliver  you  up  to  the  American  authorities,  you  know  hew 
they  will  deal  with  you;"  that  the  said  master  (Clark)  seemed  to  be  in- 
tiuudated,  and  ordered  to  be  hauled  down  the  American  flag ^  and  that  tbe 
said  Clark  further  ordered  him  (the  deponent)  to  hoist  a  Brazilian  ensign, 
and  the  captain  of  the  ^*  Firefly"  ordered  his  people  to  take  charge  of  the 
vessel  and  to  open  the  hs^hes;  thereupon  the  barque  was  seized  by  the 
officers  of  said  Kritish  steamer  "Firefly/'  and  the  peofde  found  on  board 
the  barque  sui|ered  to  go  at  lai^. 

And  further  the  deponent  saith  not, 

lilRAM  C.  RAYMON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  said  Levin  M.  Powell,  this  8tb 
dayof  April,  1850. 

L.  M.  POWELL,  Commander. 

In  presence  of— 

Ed.  C.  Doran,  Purser  United  Siates  Ntwg. 


Affidavit  of  Charles  Blanchardy  seaman  barque  ^^ Navarre.** 

Enow  all  men  by  these  presents,  that,  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof 
personally  appeared  before  me,  E.  Peck,  commander  in  the  United  States 
navy,  Charles  Blanchard^  a  native  of  Brooksfield,  in  the  State  of  Maine^ 
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who,  beii?g  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Almighty  God,  did  de- 
pose and  declare,  that,  oh  or  about  the  23d  of  December,  1849^  being  at 
Rio  Janeiro,  he  shipped  as  seaman  on  board  the  American  barque  '^  m- 
vailre,''  Captain  Clark;  tlie  alleged'objecl  was  to  proceed  to  the  island  of  St. 
Catharine's,  there  to  take  in  the  cargo  of  the  American  ship  "Oceanica" 
(condemned)  and  convey  the  same  to  California.  ^  At  the  time  of  sailing 
from  Riode  Janeiro,  there  was  on  board  the  barque  seven  men  before  the 
mast,  one  cook  and  steward,  captain  and  two  mates:  all  hailed  to  be 
Americans  except  one,  and  were  regulariy  shipped  by  the  American 
consal.       ^  * 

On  aitivingat  St.' Ci^tharine's,  the  captain,  as  deponent  understood^ 
declined  going  to  California,  alleging  the  insufficiency  of  compensation. 
Remainea  at  St.  Catharine's  some  eight  or  ten  days,  and,  shipping  one 
liian  and  a  boy,  we  left/  as  deponent  understood,  for  the  Cape  de  Verde 
islands.  The  first  land  made  after  leavingSt.  Catharine's  was  San  Juan, 
near  Cape  Frio,  and  the  next  day  anchored  in  a  Ijay  called  Rio  Ostris. 
Soon  after  arriving  at  Rio  Ostris^  the  barque's  crjBW  were  sent  on  shore  to 
make  sails.  While  thus  employed,  a  gang  of  Portuguese  or  Brazilians 
were  employed  in  putting  on  board  a  number  of  water-casks,  (thinks  about 
one  hundred,)  together  with  a  quantity  of  plank,  rice,  beans,  ferina,  and 
jerked  beef.  WhWp  in  Rio  Ostris,  several  of  the  crew  asked  for  their 
discharge,  which  the  captaiii  refiised.  Soirie  deserted,  but  were  taken  and 
brought  back.  Took  with  us  frt>m  Rio  Ostris.  seven  Portuguese  or  Bra- 
zilians, who  the  captain  said  were  passengers  for  the  coast  of  Africa.  One 
had  authority  over  the  others,  and  lived  in  the  cabin;  the  rest  messed  with 
the  crew.  In  about  forty  days  we  made  the  coast  of  Africa  to  the  south- 
ward of  Beriguela.  Sent  a  boat  on  shore  With  the  Portuguese  captain  and 
two  of  his  men;  in  about  half  an  hour  they  returned.  We  then  made  sail 
out  to  sea;  next  day  made  the  land  at  the  same  place.  The  Portuguese 
captain,  two  of  his  men,  and  the  mate,  went  oil  shore  and  sounded,  and 
reported  that  there  was  a  good  anchorage;  were  gone  about  an  hour;  when 
they  returned,  the  barque  again  stood  to  sea.  Next  day,  about  11  a.  m., 
was  boarded  by  a  boat  from  h^r  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  "Water- Witch." 
Before  the  boat  reached  the  barque,  the  Pottuguefee  and  his  men  se- 
creted themselves  in  the  hold.  The  captain  and  officer  went  into  the 
cabin;  heard  the  officer  ask  the  captain  where  he  wis  bound?  He  replied, 
"To  Benguela."  Officer  then  asked  if  ho  had  any  cargo  on  boardf  He 
replied,  "Yes."  The  officer  then  left.  Soon  after  this,  the  brig  came 
near  us  and  gave  us  the  latitude  and  longitude,  after  which  we  made  sail 
and  shaped  our  course  for  Benguela,  the  "Water- Witch"  remaining  astern 
of  us;  this  was  about  1  p.  m.  At  2  p.  m.,  deponent  had  the  watch 
on  deck;  the  brig  fired  a  gunj  the  captain  came  up.  and  deponent  told  him 
that  a  gun  had  been  fired  to  bring  them  to;  he  said  he  would  wait  for 
another;  the  brig  then  fired  a  shot  over  them,  when  the  ba^ue  was  hove- 
to.  Two  boats  then  came  alongside  from  the  brig.  The  boarding  officer 
asked  the  captain  where  he  was  bound  to  now?  Captain  replied  that  he 
did  not  like  to  stand  too  near  the  land .  Deponent  left  the  officers  on  board 
when  he  went  below,  at  4  a.  m.  Deponent  came  on  dejck  at  half-past 
7  a.  m.;  the  officer  had  then  left.  The  brig  was  in  sight  on  our  lee 
quarter;  kept  in  sight  and  astern  all  day.  Towards  evening  the  brig 
passed  ahead  of  us.-  Soon  after  this  the  captain  hove  overboard  a  side- 
ladder  for  a  drag  to  deaden  the  ship's  way^  so  as  to  allow  the  brig  to  gaia 
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on  him.  About  half-past  eight  p.  m.  lost  sight  of  the  brig;  then  horc-te 
for  about  half  an  hour;  then  filled  away  and  steered  NNE.  The  thiid 
day  after  leaving  the  brig,  made  Ambriz,  and  was  boarded  by  an  officer 
from  her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  "  Firefly."  He  went  jnto  the  cabin  wi4 
the  captain;  when  they  returned  on  deck,  the  ofl5.cer  mustered  the  crew. 
The  officer  remained  on  board  about  three-fourths  of  an  hour,  when  he 
left  for  the  <<  steamer,"  about  eight  or  ten  miles  distant.  Soon  after  this 
the  barque  came  to  an  anchor;  in  about  an  hour  the  steamer  came  in  and 
anchored  near  us,  and  sent  a  boat  alongside.  After  this  boat  had  left, 
our  captain  left  for  the  shore  with  his  baggage,  when  he  was  hailed  by  an 
English  officer,  who  was  coming  on  board  the  second  time,  and  who  lold 
him  he  would  like  to  see  him.  He  then  returned  on  board.  Did  not 
hear  what  passed  between  the  British  officer  and  the  captain.  Heard  the 
captain  order  the  mate  to  haul  down  the  American  and  hoist  the  Brazilian 
flag.  The  crew  proceeded  aft  to  prevent  this^  and  deponent  seized  the  signal 
halliards,  when  he  was  struck  by  a  British  sailor,  who  drew  a  cutlass  ou 
him,  while  another  presented  his  pjstol  at  him.  The  mate  thea  hauled 
down  the  American  flag,  threw  it  overboard,  and  hoisted  the  Brazilian  in  its 
stead.  Heard  the  English  commander  tell  the  captain  that  he  was  deter- 
mined to  search  his  vessel.  Does  not  remember  whether  the  search  was 
begun  before  or  after  the  American  flag  was  struck^  Had  heard  the  cap 
tain  tell  the  mate,  "  if  the  worst  c^me  to  the  worst,  he  would  haul  dow^n 
the  American  and  hoist  the  Brazilian  flag."  Also  heard  the  captain  say, 
that  the  reason  he  did  not  go  into  Benguela  was^  because  the  brig/*Perry" 
"was  there  and  would  take  him;  and  that  he  did  not  want  to  be  taken  by 
Americans.     While  to  the  southward  of  Benguela,  the  captain  called  the 


to  take  the  Amencans  to  Loando,  which  he  did,  and  put  them  on  board  the 
United  States  brig  **  Perry,"  except  the  captain  and  mate,  who  went  direct- 
ly on  shore,  and  did  not  go  on  board  the  *^Perry  "  while  she  remained  there. 

CHAS.  BLANCHARD,  SfeawTO. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed   before  me^  this  si;s:teenth  day  of  May^  A.  D. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty. 

In  testimony  whereunto,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
r  1  my  officiaJ  seal,  the  16th  d^ay  of  May?  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
L  '    •••    thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty. 

E.  PECK, 
.  Commander  U.  S.  Navy. 


AffidqvU  of  John  Robertson,  seaman  barque  ^f  Navarre.  ^^ 

The  followitig  deposition  was  made  on  board  the  United  States  flag-ship 
<' Portsmouth,"  by  John  Robertson,  seaman)  one  of  the  crew  of  the 
barque  ^^  Navarre,"  captured  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa  by  her  Britannic 
Maiesty^fl  steamer  "Firefly:" 

John  Robertson  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Maryland.  Shipped  on  board 
die  barque  "  Navarie  "  on  the  23d  day  of  December^  1849,  in  Rio  de  Janei- 
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TO,  by  the  American  consul/  Sailed  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  St.  Catharine's 
tnr  the  cargo  of  an  American  ship  (condemned  at  that  place)  to  go  to  Cali- 
fornia, but  couM  not  agree  as  to  terms,  and- sailed  from  thence  to  Rio 
Ostris;  arrived  there  in  two  or  three  days;  after  anchoring,  unbent  sails, 
«ind  sent  them  with  the  crew  on  shore;  the  men  of  the  "Navarre" 
xvere  emploved  on  shore  in  making  a  new  suit  of  sails.  There  were  sent 
on  board  the  "Navarre"  101  casks  of  water,  some  planks,  besides  a 
quantity  of  bags  and  barrels  of  provisions.  The  provisions  and  water 
Tiv«re  conveyed  on  board  by  a  crew  of  Portu^ue^e,  which  joined  the  ves- 
sel when  she  sailed  for  the  coasit  of  Africa,  i,  as  well  as  others,  suspected 
that  all  was  not  right.  The  first  land  we  made  was  Little  Pish  or  Ele- 
phant bay.  We  ran  along  down  the  land  to  a  litdfe  bjiy,  near  which  there 
were  several  small  hmises.  'We  hove-to  at  this  place,  and  the  captaiii 
sent  a  boat  on  shore  with  the  Portuguese  captain  and  two  of  his  men;  in 
a  short  time  the  boat  returned,  when  she  was  hoisted  up,  and  we  stood 
off  the  land  all  that  night,  and  next  day  tacked  ship  and  stood  in  shore, 
and  then  tacked  and  stood  off  awhile,  when  we  tacked  again  and  stood  irl 
far  the  shore.  We  were  in  shore  about  meridian;  hove-to.  The  mate  went 
on  shore  in  the  bay  and  sounded;  when  he  returned,  he  said  there  were 
twenty  fiithoms  of' water  close  in  6hore.  Pilled  away  and  stood  off  until 
12  o'clock  next  day,  when  we  made  a  sail;  she  fired  a  gun, and  we 
hove-to,  and  was  boarded  by  the  captain  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  brig 
*'  Water- Witch. ^'  Our  captain  said  that  he  was  out  of  his  reckoning;  the 
captain  of  the  ^^  Water- Witch  "  said  he  would^o  on  board,  and  run  under 
the  "Navarre's"  stern,  and^ve  us  our  latitude,  longitude,  and  course. 
He  (the  captain)  went  on  board,  and  the  brig  passed  under,  the  *' Na- 
varre's" stern,  add  gave  the  latitude,  longitude,  and  course.  We  then 
stood  for  Benguela,  (this  was  about  2  o'clock  p.  m.;)'the  brig  hove-to, 
and  we  stood  on  our  course  for  about  a  half  hour,  and  then  we  hauled  on 
the  wind  on  the  starboard  tack;  the  brig  filled  away  and  followed  after  us. 
She  (the  brig)  was  under  topsails  and  topgallant-sails  until  dark,' when 
she  made  sail  and  ^tood  for  us.  Bet\yeen  7  and  8  p.  m.,  we  had  lost 
sight  of  the  brig,  and  tacked  ship  and  stood  off  the  land.  I  had  the 
watch  below  from  8  to  midnight*  When  I  came  on  deck,  the  "  Navarre  " 
was  under  all  sail  on  the  wihd  oh  the  port  tack.  At  I  p.  m.,  we  tacked 
ship;  and  at  the  time  of  tacking,  a  shot  was  fired  frortx  the  windward, 
and  passed  over  us.  We  then  hove  to,  and  the  brig  canie  down  across 
our  bow,  and  spoke  the  '^  Navarre,"  And  said:  "  Captain,  do  you  think 
we  are  blind?"  She  then  hove-to  to  leeward  of  us,  and  sent  a  boat  on 
board  with  three  officers.  One  tept  the  deck,  while  the  other  two  wetit 
below.  1  left  them  on  board  when  1  '<  turned  in,"  at  4  o'clock  a.  m. 
When  all  hands  were  called,  I  came  on  deck;  the  ^^  Navarre"  and  the 
brig  were  under  all  sail,  standing  in  for  Benguela,  and  continued  so  during 
the  day.     At  sunset,  the  brig  was  on  the  starboard  boW.     Between  7  and 

8  p.  m.,  the  captain  hove  a  side  ladder  overboard  for  a  drag.    At  about 

9  p.  m.,  we  hove-to,  the  brig  on  our  lee  quarter,  distant  about  three 
miles.  The  captain  sard  that. was  Benguela,  (alluding  to  a  light  in  sight,^ 
and  said  he  would  not  run  in.  Sbordy  after,  the  mate  and  Portuguese 
captain  had  a  conversation  on  the  lee  side  of  the  quarter-deck;  and  we 
squared  away  and  steered  northward,  the  brig  not  in  sight;  at  8  a.  m., 
lost  sight  of  the  land.  We  made  the  land  about  Ambriz  on  the  third  ot 
fourth  morning  after  having  lost  sight  of  it.    At  4  o'clock,  on  coming  on 
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deck,  I  was  mformed  that  the  Portuguese  captain  and  two  men  had  led 

the  vessel  in  the  "jolly-boat."  During  the  morning  watch  we  we» 
boarded  by  the  launch  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  steamer  "  Firefly:' 
The  officer  came  on  board  and  asked  the  captain  where  he  was  bound; 
he  answered, "  To  Ambriz;"  they  then  went  below.logether;  came  on  deck 
again  in  about  ten  minutes — the  officer  having  a  list  of  the  crew  ia  his 
hand.  The  officer  then  directed  the  men  to  come  aft,  and  then  asked  each 
what  his  name  was.  The  captain  asked  him  below  to  breakfast.  He  re- 
mained on  board  until  8  o'clock,  when  the  steamer  hove  in  sight.  During 
this  time,  the  "Navarre"  was  standing  in  for  the  anchorage  of  Ambriz^ 
the  launch  stood  for  the  steamer.  At  about  9  o'clock  we  anchored  at 
Ambriz;  the  steamer  came  in  and  sent  a  boat  on  board.  1  heard  nothing 
that  passed  between  the  captain  and  officer;  he  remained'on  board  about 
15  minutes.  The  boat  returned  to  the  ^<  steamer,"  when  she  stood  in  for  a 
short  distance,  and  came  to  anchor^ on  our  starboard  bow.  AAer  the 
^^  steamer's  "  boat  had  left  us,  the  captain  ordered  the  launch  to  be  got 
out,  and  had  a  bag  aiid  two  boxes  of  cigars  passed  into  it;  he  then  order- 
ed three  men  in  the  boat  to  pull  him  ashore,  ^bout  this  tineie  two 
launches  came  alongside  from  the  ^^^  steamar^V'  and  our  launch  was 
dropped  astern,  in  order  to  allow  room  for  the  '^ steamer's"  launches  u> 
come  alongside.  Two  officers  pame  on  board  and  went  below  with  the 
captain;  remained  on  board  about  15  minutes,  and  then  returned  to  the 
^^  steamer."  ,0n  their  leaving,  the  captain  of  the  ^^ Navarre"  got  in  his 
boat,  with  three  of  the  crew,  and  commenced  pulling  ashore.  The 
^«  gig  "  of  the  steamer  was  lowered,  and  the  captain  of  the  steamer,  with 
two  other  boats,  pulled'  for  the  ^'Nayane.'*  '  One  of  the  boats^  hailed  the 
captain  of  the  <' Navarre,"  and  said  that  the  captain  of  the  stean[ier 
wanted  to  speak  to  him,  upon  which  he  returned  to  the  barque.  The 
captain  and  officers  of  the  steamer  got  on  board  the  ^^Navarre,"  and  was 
soon  followed  bv  her  captain.  About  thirty  men  from  the  steamer  came 
on  board  armed.  The  captain  of  the  "Navarre"  went  below  imnte- 
diately  on  coming  on  board.  Som^  of  the  officers  of  the  steamer  were 
on  deck,  and  some  below.  In  about  a  half  an  hour  after  the  officers  came 
on  board  from  the  steamer,  the  captain  of  the  "  Navarre  "  came  up  in  the 
companion-way,  and  said  to  the  mate, "  Haul  down  the  American  nag,  and 
hoist  the  Brazilian;'^  as  soon  as  we  heard  that,  we  alt  rushed  aft,  but  was 
prevented  from  getting  upon  the  quarter-deck  by  the  men  from  the 
steamer,  who  had  received  orders  from  their  captain  not  to  permit  us; 
they  all  had  drawn  cutlasses.  Blanchard  succeeded  in  passing  by  them^ 
and  had  the  signal  halliards  in  his  hand.  The  mate  hauled  down  their 
colors,  and  hove  them  overboard.  The  men  from  the  steamer  then  went 
to  work  to  break  op^n  the  batches,  commencing  at  the.  half-deck  hatch. 
We  saw  the  captain  of  the  steamer  in  the  3tarboard  gangway;  w6  told 
told  him  that  '<  we  were  done  out  of  our  wages^  if  he  wanted,  to  take  the 
vessel,  to  take  her  under  her  own  flag,  and  give  her  up  to  an  Ameri- 
can man-of  war."  The  captain  told  us  to  keep  silence,  or  he  would 
try  us  as  pirates;  he  said  that  the  captain  had  signed  his  name  as  a 
Brazilian,  and  we  could  gain  nothing,  nor  get  nothing.  We  were  all 
transferred,  ^^  bag  and  hammock^"  on  b<mrd  the  steamer,  and  was  carried 
to  St.  Paul's  de  Loando,  and  then  transferred  on  board  the  United  States 
brig  "  Perry."  At  all  times,  when  the  British  officers  came  on  board,  tlie 
Brazilians  were  secreted  in  the  hold.    The  captain  or  the  mate  did  not^ 
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to  Tny  knowledge,  go  on  board  the  "  Perry  "  during  o,ur  stay  in  Loando. 
I  ^was  satisfied  in  my  own  mind,  while  on  the  coast,  that  our  vessel  was 
intended  for  the  slave  trade. 

JOHN  ROBERTSON,  i&amaw. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before,  rae,  this  sixteenth  day  of  May,  A.  D, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty/ 

in  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
|-  1  my  official  seal,  th^  J6th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
J-   '    'J     one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty. 

s,  E.  PECK, 

Commander  UnUedStates Navy. 


Affkbmt  of  Jofhn  Fhster,  steward  of  the  barque  ^^  Navarre^ 

Know  all  men  bv  these  presents,  that,  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof, 
personally  appearea  before  me,  E.  Peck,  commander  in  the  United  Slates 
navy,  John  Foster,  a  native  of  Genesee  county,  in  the  State  of.  New 
York,  who,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Almighty  God, 
did  depose  and  declare,  that  on  or  about  the  23d  of  December,  1849,  be- 
ing at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  he  shipped  as  steward  on  board  the  American 
barque  "  Navarre,"  Captain  Clark.  The  alleged  object  was  to  proceed  to 
the  island  of  St.  Catharine's,  there  to  take  in  the  cargo  6f  the  American 
ship  "  Oceana,'^  and  convey  the  same  to  California.  At  the  time  of  sailing 
ftom  Rio  de  Janeiro,  there  was  on  board  the  barque  seven  men  before  the 
mast,  one  cook  and  steward,  captain,  and  two.  mates;  all  hailed  to  be 
Americans  except  one,  and  were  regularly  entered  before  the  American 
consul.  On  arriving  at  St.  Catharine's,  the  captain  said  he  would  not  go 
to  California,  the  freight  offered  him, not  being  sufficient.  Remained  at 
St.  Catharine's  about  two  \)(reeks;  then  left,  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of 
proceeding  to  the  Cape  de  Verde  islands.  The  first  land  made,  after 
leaving  St.  Catharine's,  was  Gape  Frio,  on  tbe  cpastjof  Brazil;  the  same 
evening  we  anchored  in  a  bay  called  Rio  Ostris*  Soon  after  arriving,  the 
crew  of  the  barque  went  on  sh6re  to  make  a  suit  of  sails;  in  the  mean- 
while, a  gang  of  Portuguese  or  Brazilians  put  on  board  a  large  number  of 
water-casks,' together  with  a  quantity  of  planks,  beans,  rice,  and  fieurina, 
and  a  launch-load  of  jerked  beef.  While  at  Rio  Ostris,  the  crew  desired 
to  be  discharged,^  which  the  captain  positively  refused  to  grant.  Some  de- 
serted, but  were  brought  bade  by  the  police  of  the  country.  The  day 
before  sailing  from  Rio  Ostris,  seven  Brazilian's  or  Portuguese  came  on 
board,  who  the  captain  said  were  passengers  for  the  coast  of  Africa.  One 
of  them  had  authority  over  the  others,  and  lived  in  the  cabin;  the  bal- 
ance messed  with  the  crew.  Does  not  remember  the  day  of  sailing  frotn 
Rio  Ostris.  Had  about  forty  days'  passage  to  the  coast  of  Africa;  made 
the  land  to  the  southward  of  Benguela,  and  sent  a  boat  on  shore  with  the 
Portuguese  captain  and  several  of  his  men;  they  remained  on  shore  but  a 
few  minutes;  when  they  returned,  made  sail,  and  stood  out  to  sea;  next 
day  returned  to  same  place,  when  the  mate  wetit  ashore  with  a  lead  line, 
and  sounded;  he.  reported  a  good  anchorage;  again  stood  out  to  sea. 
That  day,  about  11  a:  m.,  was  boarded  by  a'  boat  from  her  British  Ma- 
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jesty's  brig  "Water- Witch.''    When  the  boat  came  alongside,  ire  &- 
jdayed  our  American  colors.    The  officer  asked  the  captain  where  he  m» 
from;  he  answered,  "Brazil."  He  asked  him  Where  he  was  bound  ;  he*- 
pHed,  "  To  Benguela."    The  captain  and  officerthen  went  into  the  caha 
and  drank  some  porter.    Before  the  boat  from  the  "  Water- Witch ' '  reachel 
ihe  "Navarre,"  the. Portuguese  captain*  and   his  crew  concealed    them- 
selves in  the  hold,  and  remained  there  untilthe  boat  had  left.      The 
officer  asked  the  captain  to  show  him  the  vessel's  papers,  which  he  did, 
and  oidered  the^grew  aft,  when  the  officer  called  their  names  from  the 
crew  list.    The  officer  then  told  the  captam  that  the  United  States   brig 
"  Perry''  was  at  Benguela,  and,  as  he  was  going-  there  himself,  he  w^onld 
accompany  him.    The  officer  then  left  the  vessel,  and  the  "  Navarre" 
filled  away;  the  "  Water- Witch"  continued  lying-to,     Soon  after   this 
the  captain  called  the  crew  aft,  and  told  tliem  that  if  the  "  Perry"  tths 
in  Benguela  he  would  be  taken  prisoner,  and  proposed  that  they  shoruld 
all  go  on  shore,  at  the  same  time  ofibring  to  secure  their  wages  and  pro- 
vide for  them  while  on  the  coast.    The  crew  objected.    He  the?!  proposed 
that  himself  and  mate  should  be  put  on  shore,  and  that  he  would    give 
the  ship's  papers  to  the  second  mate  to  do  with  as  he  pleased.    The  crew 
objected  to  this,  and  were  desirous  ta  fell  in  with  the  "Perry."     De- 
ponent, having  no  watch,  knows-  nothing  from  personal  observation   of 
what  passed  during  the  ni^ht.    When  he  came  on  deck  in  the  morning, 
the  "  Water- Witch"  was  m  sight  a  long  aistance  ahead.    Soon   afret 
dark,  lost  sight  of  the  "  Water- Witch,"  when  the  captain  altered    his 
course  from  Benguela.    Thinks  the  third  day,  iu  the  morning,  after  pass- 
ing Benguela,  they  were  off  Ambriz,  and  were  boarded  by  a  boat  from 
her  Britannic  Majesty's  steamer  "  Firefly."    Before  the  boat  reached  the 
barque,  the  Portuguese  captain  and  crew  concealed  themselves 'in  the  holc*^ 
as  before.    The  captain  invited  the  officer  into  die  cabin,  where  they 
drank  wine  and  breakfasted  together.    The  officer  asked  to  see  the  ship's 
papers,  which  the  captain  gave  hiru,^and  theii  ordered  the  crew  sent  afk, 
when  the  officer  called  their  names.    Officer  thea  left  for  the  steamer, 
about  eight  or  ten  miles  distant,  and  the  '^  Navarre"  came  tQ  anchor  soon 
afler  off  Ambriz.     In  a  short  time  the  steamer  came  in,  when  another  boat 
came  alongside  with  two  officers;  they  had  some  intercourse  with  the 
captain,  which  the  deponent  did  not  hear,  and  then  V^h.    After  they  had 
gone,  the  captain  started  for  tlie  shore  with  his  baggage.    On  his  way  he 
was  hailed  by  the  commander  of  the  steamer,  who  told  him  he  was  going 
on  board  the  barque,  and  desired  to  see  him.    The  captain  returned;  hiiu- 
self  and  the  conamander  of  the  steamer  went  into  the  cabin.    Deponent 
was  at  the  galley,  and  knows  nothing  of  what  passed  in  the  cabin.     In  a 
short  time  he  saw  the  mate  come  on  deck  with  the  -BrassiUan  colors     He 
commenced  hauling  down  the  American  colors,  wh^n  the  crew  came  aft 
to  prevent  the  lowering  of  their  flag;  when  they  were  stopped  by  the 
British  sailors,  who  were  armed  with  pistols  and  cutlasses.     One  man, 
(Charles  Blanchard,)  who  had  seized  hold  of  the  signal-halliards,  was 
struck  on  the  back  of  the  head  by  one  of  the  English  sailors,  while 
others  raised  their  cutlasses  against  him.    The  mate  then  hauled  down 
the  American  flag,  threw  it  overboard,  and  hoisted  the  Brazilian  colors 
in  its  stead.    The  Portuguese  captain  and  crew  were  landed  at  Ambriz; 
the  Americans  were  carried  to  Loando,  where  they  found  the  United 
States  brig  "  Perry,"  and  the  crew  went  ou  board  of  herj  the  captain 
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mnd  mate  did  not.  T?he  captain  left  the  steamer  by  the  first  opportunity, 
the  mate  left  while  the  '*  Perry's"  boat  was  alongside.  Neither  captain  or 
mate  went  on  board  the  "Perry*'  while  she  remained  at  Loando.  Deponent 
has  no  doubt  the  object  of  the  captain  and  owners  of  die  "  Navarre"  was 
to  employ  her  in  the  slave  trade. 

JOHN  FOSTER,  Steward. 

Sworn. and  subscribed  before  me,  this  sixteenth  day  of  May,  A.  D. 
one  tboiisand  eight  bntidred  and  fifty. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
[l.  S.J      my  official  seal,  the^  I6th  day  of  May>  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty. 

E.  PECK, 
Commander  U.  S.  Navy 


Her  Britannic  Majesty's  steam-shK*  ^'  Cyclops," 
Of  Ambrizy  southwest  coast  of  Africa^  April  9,  1850. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
8th  instant,  with  the  enclosures  A,  B,  add  C.  . 

The  statement  marked  B  being,  an  affidavit  of  the  mate  of  the  Ameri* 
can  brigantine  ^"  Louisa  Beaton,"  certified  by  the  master,  with  reference 
to  the  illegal  search  made  by  an  officer  af  her  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop 
*^  Flying  Fish,"  on  boarding  the  ^*  Louisa  Beaton,"  off  Kabenda,  on 
the  28th  of  March  last,  as  I  expect  the  daily  arrival  of  the  ."  Flying 
Fish,"  1  would  desire  to  wait  the  commander's  arrival  before  replying  to 
the  mate's  affidavit,  and  will  .call  upon  the  commander  for  his  report  of 
the  circumstances  attending  the  boarding  of  the  *^  liouisa  Beaton,"  and 
trust  that  1  may  be  enabled  to  give  you  a  satis&ctory  explanation. 

The  affidavit  marked  tlJ,  of  Hiram  C.  Raymon,  late  mate  of  the  Bra- 
zilian barque  "N^varre^'— I  regret  that  the  departure  of  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  steam -sloop  -'^Firefly"  for  England  will  prevent  me  from 
calling  upon  the  commander  for  an  immediate  explanation  of  the  circum-* 
stances;  but  I  will  transmit  the  document  to  the  British  commander-in* 
chief,  who,  I  h&ve  no  doubt,  will  take  the  necessary  steps  for  tlie  arrange* 
ment  of  this  matter;  but  I  would  respectfiilly  request  that  the  party  com- 
plaining, as  well  as  the  late  master  oi  the  ^'  iNavarre^'^  who  is  stated  to  be 
at  present  at  *'  Loando,"  might  be  forthcoming  to  prove  the  assertions 
made  in  the  affidavit.  It  does  appear  extraordinary,  that  the  partv  who 
made  the.  affidavit,  on  being  conveyed  to  Loando  in  the  "  Firefly,"  after 
the  capture  of  the  "  Navarre,"  ^a-nd  th^re  meeting  with,  and,  as  I  heard, 
being  transferred  to,  the  U.  S,.  brig  "Perry,"  did  not,  whilst  the  commander 
of  the  "  Firefly"  was  present,  make^this  affidavit  .to  the  commander  of  the 
«  Perry,"  in  order  that  the  truth  might  be  elicited  then  and  there,  and 
inquiry  made  into  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  capture  of 
that  vessel;  and  1  therefore  much  doubt  the  truth  of  the  mate's  statement, 
until  further  proof.  I  observe  throughout  the  affidavit  that  the  mate 
makes  no  mention  of  any  American  citizen  being  the  owner  of  the  "  Na- 
vaire,"  nor,  on  the  occasion  of  her  capture,  her  being  fully  equipped 
for  the  slave  trade* 

With  reference  to  the  complaint  made  by  Captain  Stodder,  of  the 
American  barque  ^'Catharine^^'  to  Lieutenant  Pegiam,  of  the  ^<  John 
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Adams,"  relative  in  the  first  place  to  the  supposed  conduct  of  the 
mander  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  steam-sloop  ^'Firefly,"   on   baid 
the  barque  "  Navarre,"  off  Aiubriz,  I  beg  to  state,  that,  at  the  period  of  ihe 
^'Navarre's"  capture  by  that  sloop,  the  "Catharine"  was  atanchoiBi 
Loando;  therefore.  Captain  Stodder's  statement  can  only  have  been  maie 
from  hearsay  of  that  officer's  proceedings  on  the  occasion  in  questioB. 
Secondly,  from  the  constant  changing  of  the  nationality  of  vessels  on  this 
coast,  it  became  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  visit  every  vessel  that  \r» 
sighted,  and  on  all  occasions.     1  have  no  recollection  of  any  shot  having 
been  fired  by  any  of  the  cruisers  at  the  "  Catharine,"  except  once,  when 
a  blank  cartridge  was  fired  from  a  niusket,  on  the  "Cyclops'  "  first  visit- 
ing the  said  barque  at  night,  not  having  seen  her  before,  when  the  master 
would  not  heaveto,  with  a  fresh  breeze,  and  he  was  then  exceedingly 
uncivil  to  the  boardine  officer.     I  have  frequently  met  the  "  Catharine'* 
since,  and  never  boarded  her. 

With  respect  to  the  complaint  from  Captain  Stodder  against  the  ''  Cen- 
taur's" barge,  I  am  fortunately  acquainted  with  the  whole  circumstances , 
and  will  therefore  relate  them  for  your  information:  The  "  Centaur's" 
barge  cruising  off  Mazula,  between  the  hours  of  7  and  10  p.  m. — 
I  am  not  certain  as  to  the  correct  time,  but  it  was  after  dark — a  vessel  was 
observed  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  barge,  running  along  the  land. 
Chase  was  given,  and,  although  thie  vessel  must  have  observed  the  boat, 
every  means  seemed  to  be  used  to  evade  the  visit.  ~  After  some  pulling,  a 
blank  cartridge  was  fired  firom^  the  6-pounder  brass  gun  in  the  bows; 
the  vessel  took  no  notice  of  the  same;  and,  after  a  little  time,  a  rocket;  but 
the  officer  declared  to  me  that  it  wsw  pointed  quite  clear  of  the  masts  and 
sails.  This  had  the  desired  effect  The  barque  hove-to,  and,  on  board- 
ing, the  officer  learned  that  the  vessel  was  the  American  barque  "  Catha- 
rine," from  Loando.  The  captain  was  exceedingly  uncivil;  and,  on 
the  officer's  observing  that  he  might  have  allowed  his  boat  to  come  along- 
side before,  and  not  used  means  to  prevent  her,  the  captain  replied  that  he 
nejrer  hove-to  for  a  launch;  and  the  mate,  who  lvas  present,  observed  that 
whoever  stated  that  means  were  usied  to  prevent  the  boat  reaching  the 
barque  was  a  *^  blaody  liar.^^  These  are  the  facts  of  the  case;  and,  on 
Commodore  Panshawe's  learning  the  occurrence,  he  requested  me  to 
tnention  the  matteir  to  the  commander  of  the  "  Perry."  The  "  Catha- 
rine" met  the  United  States  man-of-war,  off  Ambriz,  the  day  after  the 
"  Centaur's"  barge  boarded  her;  but  I  did  not  learn  that  any  complaint 
had  been  preferred  by  Captain  Stodder  on  the  subject  previous  to  your 
letter,  although  the  "  Centaur"  was  at  anchor  in  the  roadstead  of  Am- 
briz whilst  the  "  Catharine"  and  "Perry"  were  together  there. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  the  "Centaur's"  boat  had  never  met  or 
boarded  the  "  Catharine"  before,  and  was  not  aware,  until  *  he  reached 
her  deck,  that  she  was  an  American  vessel. 

I  trust  these  explanations,  until  other  letters  can  be  forwarded  to  you, 
will  be  satisfactory. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  F.  HASTINGS, 
Captain  in  her  Britannic  Majesty'^s  Navy. 

Levin  M.  Powell,  Esq;, 

Commander  in  the  United  StcUe^t  Navy,  oonCg 

the  U,  S.  ship  "  John  AdamSy^  senior  officer  of 

the  U.  S.  fMval  forces  south  of  the  equator ^  Ambriz. 
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U.  S.  SHIP  "John  Adams," 

Off  Ambriz,  April  9,  1850. 
Sir:  I  enclose  for  your  perusal  a  letter  from  Captain  the  Hon.  George 
F*.  Hastings,  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  steam-ship  "Cyclops,"  and  se- 
nior officer  of  the  southern  division  of  the  British  squadron  on  this  coast, 
^D^herein  you  are  mentioned  in  connexion  with  the  explanations  given 
relative  to  the  several  captures  and  boarding  operations  conducted  by  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  cruisers. 

J3e  pleased  to  give  me  your  report  of  the  same,  for  the  information  of  the 
commander  in-chief  of  our  forces  in  this  quarter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  . 

L.  M.  POWELL, 
Commander  aiid  senior  officer. 
Lieut.  Com'g  Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  U.  8,  brig  ^^ Perry. ^^ 

Be  pleased  to  return  the  ps^pers  at  an  early  moment. 

L.  M.  P. 


U.  S.  BRIG  '^  Perry," 

Off  Ambriz,  April  10,  1850. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  enclosing  a  communication  addressed 
to  you  from  the  Honorable  Captain  Hastings,  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
steamer  "  Cyclops,"  w)ierein  I  am  mentioned  i^  connexion  with  the 
**  Navarrft"  and  the  "  Cathirine,"  with  your  directions  to  report  on  the 
same,  has  been  received.      ' 

In  relation  to  the  <^  Navarre,"  her  captain  and  mate  went  on  9h(>re  on 
the  arrival  of  her. Majesty's  steamer  ^^  Firefly"  at  Loando,  and  did  not, 
at  any  time,  coine  on  board  the  *•  Perry,"  although  I  requested  Captain 
Stodder,  of  the  barque  "  Catharine,"  to  inform  the  captain  of  the 
**  Navarre"  that,  if  he  had  any  complaint  to  make,  if  he  would  come  on 
board,  I  would  attend  to  it  while  the  *^  Firefly"  was  present.  There 
were  six  American  seamen  on  board  of  the  **  Navarre"  when  captured, 
whom  I  received  on  board  of  t)\is  vessel,  at  their  request,  as  they  stated 
that  they  had  been  deceived  as  to  the  object  of  their  voyage,  and  wished  - 
to  be  conveyed  to  Commodore  Gregory,  commanding  the  station;  but,  on 
reconsideration,. thoy  applied  to  go  on  shore,  and,  having  no  evidence  of 
any  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  would  authorize  their 
detention,  five  of  them  wore  permitted  to  leave  the  vessel,  and  the  re- 
saaining  one  was,  at  his  own  request,  yesterday  sent  on  board  of  the 
^' John  Adams,"  under  your  command. . 

In  relation  to  the  '<  Centaur's"  launch  boarding  the  "  Catharine,"  no 
complaint  was  preferred  to  me  by  Captain  Stodder,  her  commander, 
Bemg  under  way  on  the  arrival  of  the  "Catharine"  at  Ambriz,  I  had 
no  communication  with  her,  except  to  send  the  letter-bag  on  board  by  my 
clerk,  who,  on  his  return,  r^rted.  that  Captain  btodder,  or  the  mate,  had 
sportively  remarked  that  the  "Cyclops"  had  again  fired  at  him,  and, 
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when  the  boat  came  alongside,  he  had  told  the  officer  to  tell  his  captain 
"  that  he  had  better  keep  his  potatoes  to  himself." 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  H.  POOTE, 

Lieuienant  Cammanding. 
Commander  Levin  M.  Powell, 

CoiThffumu&ng  U.  S,  sioop  ^'  Mtn  Adams ^^^ 


TjNTTfiD  SxAtES  SHIP  "  JoHiT  AoAItfS,*' 

Off  Amhrizy  sotUhwesi  coast  of  AfHca,  April  10,  1850. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  information  a  report 
made  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Andrew  H.  Poote^  of  the  United  States 
brig  "  Perry,"  touching  the  ihattere  which  refer  to  him  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  9th  instant,  addressed  to  me.    . 

I  do  this  with  the  more  pleasure,  inasmuch  as  it  ^trengthenis  the  fi>Tce 
of  the  explanation  so  promptly  rendered  by  you  on  the  subject  of  com- 
plaint submitted  to  your  consideration  by  me,  and  as  a  manifestation  of 
my  sincere  desire  to  arrive  at  truth,  without  pausing  to  consider  whose 
interests  may  be  aflFected.  Should  any  testimony  of  a  more  favorable  na- 
ture, bearing  upon  the  questions  lately  mooted,  fall  into  my  hands,  be 
assured  that  it  will  afford  me  real  pleasure  to  be  able  to  convey  the  inform- 
ation to  you. 

I  take  the  occasion  US  make  a  more  formal  acknowledgment  of  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  8th,  and  at  the  same  time  of  yours  dated  the 
9th  April,  1850,  and  te  express  to  you  my  sense  of  the  honest  and  friendly 
manner  in  which  you  have  met  my  call  for  information. 

Perhaps  I  shojild  also  have  replied  more  definitely  to  the  question  put 
in  our  several  conferences,  to  wit:  What  are  her  Britannic  Majesty's  offi- 
cers to  do,  if,  in  the  effort  to  effect  the  common  object  specified  in  the  8th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington,  they  cannot  look,  behind  the  flag  and 
papers  of  a  vessel  claiming  to  be  American,  in  order  to  verify  her  nation- 
ality? 

1  am  at  liberty  to  give  but  one  answer,  and  that  admits  of  no  mistake* 
The  United  States  recognise  no  rigfU  of  "visit"  or  **see^rch  "  of  vessels 
wearing  tliQ  flag  of  the  United  States,^for  any  purpose,  by  a  foreign  officer, 
on  the  high  seas.  Whenever  this  right  is  disregarded,  and  the  visit  made, 
and  the  search  conducted,  it  is  at  the  peril  and  on  the  responsibility  of  the 
party  acting. 

Pardon  me,  sir,  for  this  short  rejoinder  to  your  arguments:  it  struck  me 
as  being  due  to  frankness.  And  believe,  sir,  that  1  am,  with  high  coo^ 
sideration,  your  obedient  servant^ 

L.  M.  POWELL, 

Commander  U.  S.  iV. 

Captain  Hon.  George  F.  Hastings, 

H.  B.  M.  steatmship  ^^  CydopSy^^  and  senior  office 

of  southern  division  of  her  Britannic  Majesiy^s  forces j 

sotU/vwesi  coast  of  Africa, 
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Her  Britannic  Majesty's  steam-shi?  *^ Cyclops/' 

Off  AmbriZy  soiUhwest  coast  of  Africa^  April  11,  J850. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
lOth  instant,  with  an  enclosure  from  Lieutenant  Andrew  H.  Fonte,  com- 
manding the  United  States  brig  of  war  "Petry;"  and  it  affords  me  ex- 
treme pleasure  to  observe  that  the  explanatioi)s  which  I  tendered  you  in 
my  letter  of  the  9th  instant  have  been  strengthened  by  that  officer's 
report. 

But,  with  reference  to  the  latter  part  of  Lieutenant  Foote's  letter,  in 
-Mrhich  he  states  that  Captain  Stodder,  of  the  American  barque  ^*  Catha- 
rine," sportively  remarked  <*  that  the  *  Cyclops^  had  again  fired  at  him, 
and,  when  the  boat  came  alongside,  he.  told  the  officer  to  tell  the  captain 
that  he  had  better  keep  his  potatoes  to  himself,'^  I  would  observe  that 
Captain  Stodder  has  made  a  raise  accttsati<%n  relative  to-  our  proceedings. 
The  "Cyclops"  did  not  sight  the  "Catharine"  on  the  passage  from 
Lfoando  to  Ambriz,  where  she  m6t  the  "Perry;"  and  you  will  remember 
that,  on  Lieutenant  Pegram,  of  the  "John  Adams,"  boarding  the  "  Cath- 
arine," two  days  afterwards,'  no  complaint  was  made  by  the  captain  against 
the  ^*^ Cyclops,"  but  one  relating  to  the  "  Centaur's"  barge.    I  therefore 
deny, most  emphatically,  ever  having  fired  at  the  ^'Catharine,"  except 
on  one  occasion,  three  months  since,  when  she  first  came  to  the  coast,  at 
night,  with  a  fresh  breeze  blowing,  tot  the  purpose  of  bringing  her  to — 
never  having  seen  her  before;  and  then,  a  blank  musket-cartridge  was 
fired  to  windward./ 

With  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  your  letter,  in  which  you  state  it  as 
your  opinion  "  that  foreign  officers  have  no  right  to  look  behind  the  flag 
and  papers  pf  a  vessel  claiming  to  be  American^  in  order  to  verify  her  na- 
tionality; and  also  that  the  United  States  will  not  recognise  the  right  of 
visit  or  searcA  of  vessels  wearing  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  for  any 

rirpose,  by  any  foreign  officer,  on  the  high  seas,"  I  would  answer,  that 
am  p^ectly  aware  that  the  treaty  of  Washingtoa  gives  nd  right  to  our 
officers  to  visit  or  search  an  American  vessel;  but  the  government  of  the 
United  States  are  far  firom  claiming  that  the.fiag  of^the  Union  should  give 
immunity  to  those  who. have  np  right  to  wear  it;  and  in  my  instructions 
I  am  acquainted  that  most  assuredly  Great  Britain  never  will  allow  vessels 
of  other  nations  to  escape  visit  and  examination  by  merely  hoisting  an 
United  States  flag,  or  the  flag  of  any  other  nation  which  has  not  grafted 
to  Great  Britain  the  right  of  search. 

On  the  coast,  it  is  extremely  difficult  te  ascertain,  without  visit,  the  na- 
tionality of  a  vessel;  for  to-day  you  pass  a  vessel  displaying  the  American 
flag,  and  in  your  opinion  a  lawful  trader,  but  to-morrow  the  same  vessel, 
when  met,  (naving  embarked  a  cargo  of  negroes  in  the  interval,)  presents 
another  nationality.  Many  Brazilian  vessels  have  attempted  to  evade 
capture,  whilst  chased  by  a-British  cruiser,  by  hbisting  the  American  flag, 
but,  on  observing  no  hope  of  escape,  have  displayed  their  true  nation- 
ality. 

In  conclusion,  I  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  for  your  information  an 
extract  firom  the  instructions  under  which  I  am  acting,  in  the  event  of  our 
meeting  vessels  who,  from  intelligence  I  may  have  received,  or  from  their 
manoeuvres,  or  other  sufficient  cause,  I  may  have  reason  to  believe,  do 
not  belong  to  the  nation  indicated  by  their  colors.  To  those  instructions 
I  have  implicitly  (as  well  as  every  one  of  my  brother  officers,  in  our  inter- 
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course  with,  or  visit  to,  foreign  vessels,  whose  nations  do  not  give  the  right 
of  search  to  Great  Britain)  attended;  and  it  is  our  duty,  until  receiving 
further  instructions,  to  be  guided  by  those  commands  on  all  future  ooa- 
sions. 

In  the  event  of  an  United  States  cruiser  being  in  company,  and  joiniB* 
with  our  cruiser  in  the  chase  of  a  suspected  vessfel,  who  may,  on  our  per- 
suing  her,  display  the  flag  of  the  Union,  but  afterwards  hoist  the  Brazilian 
colors,  it  will  be  my  desire,  as  well  as  duty,  to  give  way  to  the  American 
cruiser  in  paying  the  first  visit  to  the  suspected  vessel ;  but  you  will,  ci 
course,  bear  in  mind  that  the  United  States  have  no  treaty  with  BfbzA 

granting  the  right  of  search.     You  cannot,  therefore,  visit  or  search  a 
razilian  vessel,  the  American  flag  having  been  only  used  by  the  ''cAose" 
to  evade  ])ursuit  of  the  British  cruiser. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  F.  HASTINGS, 
Captain  in  her  Britannic  Majesty'* s  Navy. 
Levin  M.  Powell,  Esq., 

Corner  U.  S.  Navy^  coning  U,  S.  ship  of  war  ^^John  Adamsy*^ 
senior  officer  in  command  of  the  United  States  navalforces 

south  of  the  equator* 


A  true  extract  from  the  instructions  for  the  senior  officer  of  her  Majesty^s 
ships  and  vessels  on  the  west  (oa4.  of  Africa^  with  respect  to  the  treaty 
with  the  United  States  &f  America  signed  at  Washington  an  the  9th  Au' 
gust,  1842. 

Accordingly,  when,  from  intelligence  which  the  officer  commanding  her 
Majesty's  cruiser  may  have  received,  or  from  the  manoeuyres  of  the  vessel, 
or  other  sufficient  cause,  he  may  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  vessel  doen 
not  belong  to  the  nation  indicated  by  her  colors.,  he  is,  if  the  state  of  the 
weather  will  admit  of  it^  to  go  ahead  of  the  suspected  vessel,  after  com- 
municating his  intentions  by  hailing,  and  to  droj)  a  boat  on  boaid  of  her,  to 
ascertain  her  nationality,  without  causing  her  detention,  in  the  event  of  her 
really  proving  to  be  a  vessel  of  the  nation  the  colors  of  which  she  has  di^ 
played,  and,  therefore,  one  which  he  is  not  authorized  to  search j  but, 
should  the  strength  of  the  wind  or  other  circumstances  render  such  mode 
of  visiting  the  stranger  impracticable,  he  is  to  require  the  suspected  vessel 
to  be  brought  to,  in  order  that  the  nationality  may  be  ascertained,  and  he 
will  be  justified  in  enforcing  it^  if  necessary— understanding  always  that 
he  is  not  to  resort  to  any  coercive  measures  until  every  other  shall  have 
failed.    And  the  officer  who  boards  the  stranger  i^  to  be  instructed  laerelfj 
in  the  firstinstance^tosatisfyhimself  by  the  vessel 's  papers,  or  other  proof, 
of  her  nationality;  and  if  she  prove  really  to  be  a  vessel  of  the  nation 
designated  by  her  colors,  and  one  which  he  is  not  authorized  to  search, 
he  is  to  lose  no  time  in  quitting  her — oflfering  to  note  oh  the  papers  ol  the 
vessel  the  cause  of  his  having  suspected  her  nationality,  as  well  as  the 
number  of  minutes  the  vessel  was  detained  (if  detained-at  all)  for  the  ob- 
ject in  question.    Such  notation  is  to  be  signed  by  the  boarding  officer, 
specifying  his  rank,  and  the  name  of  her  Majesty's  cruiser;  and,  whether 
the  commander  of  the  visited  vessel  consents  to  such  notation  on  the  ve9« 
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8el*s  papers  or  not,  (and  it  is  not  to  be  done  without  his  consent,)  all  the 
said  particulars  are  %  to  be  immediately  inserted  in  the  log-book  of  her 
Majesty's  cruiser,  and  a  full  and  a  complete  statement  of  the  circumstances 
is  to  be  sent,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  by  the  first  safe 
opportunity,  direct  to  England,  and  also  a  similar  statement  to  you,  as 
senior  officer  on  the  station,  to  be  forwarded  by  you  to  our  secretary,  ac- 
companied by  any  remarks  you  may  have  reason  to  make  thereon. 

Of  course.,  in  cases  where  the  suspicion  of  the  commander  turns  out  to 
be  well-founded,  and  the  vessel  boarded  proves,  notwithstanding  her 
colors,  not  to  belong  to  the  nation  designated  ^jy  those  colors,  the  com- 
mander of  her  Majesty*s  cruiser  will  deal  with  her  as  he  wojild  have  been 
authorized  and  required  to  do  had  she  not  hoisted  a  false  flag. 

Geo.  F.  Hastings, 

XJaptain  f*f  her  Britannic  Majesty^ s  ship  "  Cyclops.^'* 


United  States  ship  "John  Adams," 

Port  of  Loandoj  April  16,  1850. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  L.  M.  Powell,  commander  in  the  United 
States  navy,  in  command  oif  said  "John  Adams,"  on  this  ICth  day  of 
April,  1850,  Robert  J.  Claric,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith: 

That  he  was  born  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  follows  the  sea; 
that  he  was  master  of  the  American  barque  "  Navane,"  of  Philadelphia; 
that,  being  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  after  having  sold  his  former  vessel,  of  which 
he  was  also  master  and  part  owner,  with  the  proceeds  of  said  sale,  did^ 
on  or  about  the  29th  day  of  December,  1849,  purchase  from  Maxwell 
Wriffht  &  Co.,  American  merchants,  residents  in  said  port  of  Riode  Janei- 
ro, Uie  American  barque  "Navarre,"  together  with  her  tackle,  apparel, 
and  equipment,  complete.  That  on  said  sale  the  register  of  said  barque 
was  duly  delivered  to  the  American  consul,  and  one-Ad/*  thereof  was  re- 
tained in  said  consul's  hands,  arid  the  other  half  forwarded  to  the  United 
States,  as  is  customary^  and  bill  of  sale,  and  sea-letters,  duly  authenticated 
by  the  seal  and  signature  of  the  United  States  consul,  delivered  to  depo- 
nent, in  lieu  of  the  register  at  the  office  of  the  said  consul. 

And  further,  the  deponent  saith,  that  a  proper  crew  was  shipped  by  the 
consul  for  service  in  said  barque,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  set  forth  in 
the  ^hipping articles  now  produced,  and  certified,  the  29th  day  of  December, 
1849,  and  sealed  with  the  consular  seal. 

And  further,  that  he  cleared  for  St.  Catharine's,  in  Brazil,  as  set  forth, 
and  sailed  from  Rip,  and  reached  said  poirtof  St.  Catharine's,  with  a  view 
to  take  on  freight  the  cargo  of  the  ship  *'Oceanus;"  which  negotiation 
failing,  he  (the  deponent)  saith  that  he  cleared  for  the  Cape  de  Verde 
islands'—as  per  clearance  produced — ^and  that  he  touched  on  several  ports, 
to  wit:  Benguelaand  Ambriz,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  with  the  hope  and 
intent  of  making  a  favorable  sale  of  said  barque;  failing  in  which,  it  was 
his  design  to  prosecute  his  voyage  to  the  Cape  de  Verdes,  and  take  in  a 
cargo  of  sialt,  either  for  the  United  States  or  Ihazil. 

And  the  deponent  furtlier  saith,  that,  on  the  14th  day  of  March,  1850, 
being  then  off  the  coast  of  Bengueia,  in  Africa,  eighty  miles  at  sea,  he 
was  boarded  by  her  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  "  Water- Witch" — for  which 
he  voluntarily  hove-to  for  some  two  hours^  that  the  boarding  officer  care- 
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fully  examined  the  papers  of  said  barque;  and  at  11  a.  m.  the  two  vessels 
parted.  The  deponent  then  steered  tor  the  port  of  Benguela  all  the  suc- 
ceeding night,  and  stood  off  shore  toward  morning  to  wait  for  daylight, 
when  the  deponent  was  aroused  by  the  report  of  a  great  gun;  and  shonljr 
after  the  noise  of  a  shot  passing  close  ahead,  fired  from  a  second  gun, 
caused  the  deponent  to  heave-to.  The  same  man-of-war  brig  then  came 
up  and  sent  a  party,  in  three  boats,  under  the  first  lieutenant  of  said  brig 
*'  Water- Witch,"  who  took  charge  of  the  vessel  as  soon  as  they  came  on 
board,  talking  the  wheel,  &c.  The  papers  of  the  said  barque  were  again 
examined — ^a  midshipman  was  left  in  charge  on  deck,  two  of  the  boarding 
boats  were  sent  back  to  the  ^^  Water  Witch,"  and  the  barque  remained 
in  possession  of  the  boarding  party,  as  aforesaid,  from  about  half-past  2 
a.  m.  of  the  I5th  to  10  a.  m.  of  the  same  day.  The  commander  of 
said  brig — named  Guim,  or  some  name  like  it — came  on  board  at  9  or  9| 
a.  m.,  and  then  gave  the  vessel  up,  with  a  promise  that  he  would  keep 
within  gun-shot  until  he  put  me  (the  deponent)  under  the  ^'Perry's"  guns, 
then  supposed  to  be  lying  in  the  port  of  Benguela.    To  all  which  the  de- 

Sonent  replied,  that  is  all  that  he  (deponent;  wanted,  if  he  persisted  ia 
etaining  him. 

And  the  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  sailed  thence  for  Ambriz,  or  Ae 
Congo,  and  that  he  arrived  near  Ambriz,  fifteen  rriiles  south  thereof,  on 
the  morning  of  the  19th  of  March,  when,  about  8  of  the  clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, the  *«  Navarre"  was  boarded  by  the  launch  of  the  steamer  ^*  Fire- 
fly," which  boat  was  commanded  by  a  Mr.  Downnard^  who  remained  on 
board,  with  the  people  of  ihe  boat,  until  the^*  Firefly"  was  hull  up—say 
11  of  the  clock  a.  m.  The  said  officer  of  the  launch  closely  examined 
the  papers  of  the  said  barque. 

About  half  past  2  p.  m.  of  the  same  day,  19th  March,  the  deponent 
anchored  at  Ambriz;  when  he  (the  deppnent)  was  forthwith  boarded  by 
another  boat,  under  the  first  lieutenant,  who  required  the  crew  of  the 
^*  Navarre"  to  be  sent  from  their  duty  on  the  yards  (furlipg  sails)  to  the 
deck,  and  they  w6re  mustered  a  second  time  that  day  by  a  second  officer. 
The  papers  were  again  examined  by  said  lieutenant,  after  which  he  re- 
turned on  board  the  British  steamer  <^  Firefly." 

And  here  the  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  crew  of  the  British 
steamer  "  Firefly"  was  mustered,  and  the  meditated  capture  made  known 
to  them  by  her  pfficers,  and  the  risk  thereof;  aiid  the  proposal  was  made, 
and  an  understanding  hsid  mutually,  that,  in  the  event  of  the  capture  be- 
ing an  unlawful  one,  all  the  parties  on  board  the  British  steamer  would 
agree  to  share  the  damages  in  the  same  proporiion  that  each  woukl  hare 
shared  in  her  if  a  lawful  prize — not  of  his  own  knowledge,  but  as  he 
heard  from  the  first  and  second  lieutenants  of  said  British  steamer  "Fire- 
fly." 

An^  the  deponent  further  saith,  that,  being  harassed  with  the  investi- 
gation so  often  repeated,  and  anxious,  to  go  on  shore  on  bi^  (deponent's) 
business,  that  he  got  into  his  boat  for  the  purpose,  and  he  proceeded  some 
distance,  when  he  was  overhauled  by  a  boat  of  the  '<  Firefly,"  with  her 
commander  in  her,  and  taken  back  to  his  vessel,  the  *' Navarre;'*  aad 
« thereupon  the  said  commander  of  << Firefly"  examined  his  papers,  beingthe 
fourth  time  during  the  period  of  four  hours'  detention  that  said  papeis 
had  been  demanded  and  examined. 

And  the  deponent  saith,  that  he  believes  he  finally  condemned  tbe 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


[66] 

papers,  Bs  Mows,  by  the  persuasion  of  his  officers,  which  he,  the  said 
tpommander,  announced  by  saying  to  deponent  that  the  papers  were  false, 
and  the  deponent  a  prisoner,  orfering  the  lieutenant  to  take  charge  of 
the  vessel.  The  United  States  flag  was  then  flying,  and  was  not  hauled 
tlown  for  twenty-five  minutes  afterwards,  when  the  deponent  ordered  his 
mate  to  haul  down  the  American  colors,  notifying  the  British  officers 
that  he  threw  the  vessel  on  their  hands,  and  that  he  would  make  his  pro- 
test before  competent  authority  of  the  illegal  capture  of  his  vessel. 

The  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  boarding  party  had  previously 
looked  into  the  main  hold,  by  forcing  the  communicating  door  with  the 
i)etween-decks,  and  were  lifting  the  main  hatches,  when  he  (deponent) 
abandoned  the  vessel  on  their  hands. 

And  the  deponent  farther  saith,  that  the  papers  of  said  barque  ^^  Na- 
varre" were  true  and  lawful  papers;  that  all  the  said  papers  would  now  be 
produced,  but  for  the  destruction  of  the  sea  letter,  bill  of  «ale,  and  crew 
ust,  by  the  tearing  up  of  the  same  in  presence  of  deponent  by  the  officer 
who  became  pri2se  master,  and  who  threw,  with  his  own  hand,  the  frag- 
ments theieot  out  of  the«abin  window  of  said  barque  ^* Navarre." 

And  the  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  was  in  no  manner  a  party  to 
ithe  hoisting  ol  the  Brazilian  flag  pn  board  the  barque  ^^  Navarre;'^  that  it 
was  done  after  the  deponent  had  abandoned  the  vessel  to  the  captors, 
under  his  aforesaid  veibal  protest,  and  whilst  deponent  was  in  her  cabin, 
endeavoring  to  save  his  papers  and  property. 

And  fiMTther  solemnly  declares,  that  he  (the  deponent)  never  again  had 
the  above-recited  lost  pap^s  in  his  possession,  after  said  papers  had 
passed  into  the  hands  ot  the  commander  of  the  British  steamer-of  war 
the  "Firefly," 

And  ftirther  the  deponent  saith  not* 

ROBERT  J.  CLARK- 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  said  L.  M.   Powell,  this 
-sixteenth  day  of  April,  1850. 

L.  M.  POWELL, 
Commander  United  States  Navy. 
In  presence  of-— 

HsnrtL.  Bainbridge. 


JlNtJARY  10>  1860. 

TThe  barque  ^'  Pilot,''''  stated  to  be  an  American,  was  boarded  this  day  by 
H.  B .  M.  steam-vessel "  Pluto,"  Lieutenant  Jolliffe,  who,  on  going  on  board 
the  *'  Cyclops,^'  reported  to  me  that  he  doubted  the  nationality  of  the 
"  Pilot.  ^'  On  the  "  Pilot "  anchoring  at  Ambriz,  I  proceeded,  in  company 
with  Lieutenant  Dew,  of  the  "Cyclops,"  and,  on  seeing  the  master,  he 
stated  that  the  "  Pilot"  had  been  sold  at  Rio,  and  that  after  the  sale  he 
(Myers)  "was  appointed  master  by  the  new  owner.  He  produced  the  old 
register,  previous  to  sale,  but  no  sea-letter  or  permission  from  the  United 
States  consul  to  trade  under  the  present  ownership.  Doubting,  therefore, 
tfie  ^'  Pilot's  "  nationality,  and  having  a  similar  case  with  respect  to  the 
brigantine  "Casco,"  lately  captured  and  condemned  at  St,  Helena,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  the  crew,  and  found'  one  or  two  Americans — the  re- 
mainder Brazilians;  and.  further,  on  looking  into  the  hold.  I  found  the 
Ex — 3 
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^^  Pilot"  had  no  cargo  on  boards  but  a  slave-deck  laid,  water  and  fanoc 
on  board;  and  perfect  equipment  for  the  shipment  of  elaves.  Therefore,  I 
am  fully  convinced  that  the  American  flag,  now  at  the  mizzen  or  peak, 
she  is  not  entitled  to;  and,  in  consequence  of  the  suspicion  of  her  natioi' 
ality,  detained  her,  either  for  the  purpose  of  handing  over  to  the  fine 
American  ship-of-war  I  may  &11  in  with,  or  to  send  her  for  adjudicatioo. 

G,  P.  HASTINGS, 
Chpiain  eemmanding  H.  B.  M.  Reamer  ^^Ojfdopg,'* 

and  senior  officer  of  Setithem  Divi9Um^ 
Witness :    R.  Dew, 

Lieuienani  R,  iVl 


United  States  brig  "Pekbt," 

CffAmbrizy  March  25,  I860. 

Sir:  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  give  me  a  detailed  account  of  the 
circumstances  attending  die  capture  of  the  barque  ^^  Navarre  "  by  her 
Majesty's  steamer  "  Firefly  V ' 

I  ask  for  the  information  as  the  ^^  Navarre"  was  boarded  when  under 
American  colors^  although  displaying  Brazilian  colors  when  captured. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully, 

ANDREW  H.  FOOTE. 
Commander  John  Tudor, 

Com'g  H.  B.  M.  steamer  ^^Fmfly.'' 


H.  K.  M.  steamer  "  Firefly," 

OffAmbriZy  March  26, 1859. 
Sm :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that 
the  slave  barque  seized  under  Brazilian  flag,  19th  instant,  had  flying,  at 
the  time  she  was  boarded,  an  American  ensign.    The  boarding  officer 
having  doubts  of  her  nationality,  in  consequence  of  her  papers  not  appear- 
ing to  be  regular,  I,  although  severely  ill  of  diarrhoea  at  the  time,  consid- 
ered it  my  duty  to  go  on  board;  when,  being  convinced  that  her  paper? 
were  false,  I  informed  the  person  calling  himself  master  of  her  that  it  wa» 
my  duty  to  send  him  to  the  American  squadron,  or,  in  the  event  of  not 
falling  in  with  them,  to  New  York.    He  said  he  hoped  I  would  not  do  so. 
I  told  him  I  had  no  alternative.    He  immediately  went  upon  deck  and 
ordered  the  American  ensign  to  be  hauled  down,  to  throw  it  overboaid; 
and  to  hoist  their  proper  colors.    The  American  ensign  was  hauled  down 
and  thrown  overboard  by  the  mate,  who  immediately  hoisted  the  Brazilian 
ensign.    A  man  now  came  on  deck  from  below,  saying  ^<  I  am  the  captain 
of  this  vessel:  she  is  Brazilian  property,  and  fully  fitted  for  the  slave 
trade" — ^which  the  person  who  first  appeared  acknowledged,  stating  that  he 
was  himself  a  Brazilian  subject.    Having  obtained  this  from  them  in 
writing— the  person  who  first  called  himself  captain  having  signed  it  as 
^'Antonio  Jose  Famia" — and  bavins  had  the  signing  of  the  document 
witnessed  by  two  officers  of  the  ^^  Firefly,''  I  now  opened  her  hatches; 
found  aQ  the  Brazilian  crew  below,  slave-deck  laid^  water  filled,  pro?ssiom 
for  the  slaves,  and  slave  shackles. 
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The  Americans  on  board  expressed  a  wish  not  to  be  landed  at  Ambris;. 
I  asked  them  if  they  wished  to  be  given  np  to  an  American  man  of-war; 
if  80,  I  would  take  them  on  board  the  "  Firefly."  They  said  they  would; 
that  when  they  left  Rio  they  were  not  aware  they  had  shipped  for  a  slaving 
voyage,  and  did  not  know  it  until  she  regularly  fitted  as  a  slaver  at  St* 
Csutharine's.  I  took  them  on  board;  and  delivered  them  up  to  you  at  St. 
Paul  de  Loando. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  TUDOR,  Commander. 
Captain  Foots, 

U.  S.  slocp^of'war  '<Perry." 


Her  Majestt's  steamer  '*  Pireplt," 

Loando,  March  21,  1850. 

Sir:  I  bea;  to  forward  you  the  mformaUon  you  requested,  relative  to 
vessels  that  have  been  boarded  by  the  "  Firefly,"  or  her  boats,  upon  her 
station  off  the  ^^  Congo,"  under  the  American  flag.  All  of  these  vessels 
have  taken  slaves  from  some  part  of  the  coast  or  other,  and,  wiA  the  ex- 
option  of  the  "Lucy  Ann,"  taken  by  her  Majesty's  ship  "  Rattler," 
with  five  hundred  and  upwards  on  board,  have  escaped,  although  each 
of  them  has  been  boarded  by  most  of  the  cruisers  on  the  station  previous 
to  shipping;  but,  not  having  the  right  of  search,  upon  overhauhng  their 
papers,  and  to  the  best  of  our  iudgment  not  being  able  to  detect  any  inac- 
curacies in  such  papers,  our  duty  with  the  American  flag  ended.  These 
are  vessels  that  have  been  boarded  by  myself  or  boats;  but  the  senior 
ofllcer  of  the  division  (the  Hon.  Captain  Hastings)  can  give  you  a  list  of 
many  more,  all  of  which  would  have  been  good  prizes  to  any  American 
man-of-war  or  oflSceir  having  the  right  of  search,  for  we  are  well  assured 
thkt  all  of  them  came  over  to  this  coast  fully  fitted  and  equipped  for  the 
slave  trade. 

From  the  sentiments  you  expressed  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  see- 
iujg  you,  last  night,  relative  to  the  determination  of  your  government  not 
to  allow  the  flag  of  the  States  to  be  made  use  of  as  a  cover  to  carry  on 
this  inhuman  tiuffic,  I  regret  much  that  the  pleasure  of  making  your  ac- 
quaintance has.  only  &llen  to  my  lot  at  a  moment  when  the  time  of  my 
service  on  this  western  coast  of  Afiica  has  expired;  but  feel  satisfied  that 
not  only  on  the  part  of  the  senior  officer  of  the  division,  (the  Hon.  Captain 
Hastings,)  but  also  of  my  brother  officers  still  remaining  on  service  on 
the  coast,  you  will  meet  the  most  cordial  co-operation  in  the  suppression 
of  the  slave  trade. 

I  sail  to-morrow  on  my  way  towards  England,  and  shall  be  most  hap- 
py to  take  cha]^  of  any  letters  or  despatches  you  may  wish  to  send. 

I  send  you  a  gun  for  your  boat-service,  which,  as  it  is  my  own  private 
property,  I  beg  you  to  accept;  and  with  every  wish  for  your  success,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JOHN  TUDOR, 

Oommander^ 

To  Captain  Foote, 

United  States  shcp'O/^war  "  Perry. ^* 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


[66] 


36 


.  Names  of  vca- 
sela. 


Meteor. 

ILdeZaldo... 

'  Chester 

Chaisworth.  .. 
Lucy  Ann. . . . 


Rig. 


Brig 

Brig 

Barque 

Brigantine.. 
Brig 


Where  boarded. 


River  Congo. 

•  •  •  ■  •  Q0«  •  •  •  • 

do 


.do., 
do.. 


Where  be- 
longing. 


Baltimore . . 
[Boarded  by 
New  York 
Baltimore . 
Botfoo.... 


Where  from. 


Rio  de  Janeiro, 
the  boats.] 

Victoria 

Bahia 

Riode  Janeiro. 


Where 


River  Conga 

River  Coaeo. 
Do. 
Do. 


Barque  "Adelaide/*  248,  S.  S.  Gamage,  master — entered  August  18, 
1848;  sailed  September  12,  1848. 

Barque  "  La  Grange,"  159,  August  Levett,  master — entered  September 
8,  1848;  sailed  October  24, 1848. 

HermaphTodite  brig  "  Bridgeton,"  144,  Buckley,  master — enteredSep- 
tember  27,  1848;  sailed  October  1, 1848. 

Barque  "  Ennomus,"  240,  Appleton,  master — entered  December  23, 
1848;  sailed  December  31, 1848. 

Brig  "Harriet,"  228,  T.  Dulins,  master— entered  January  2,  1849; 
sailed  January  11, 1849. 

Brig  "Albertine,"  203,  Montgomery,  master — entered  January  13, 
1849;  sailed  January  21, 1849. 

Brigantine  "  Whig,"  of  New  York — entered  January  13, 1849;  sailed 
January  21,  1849. 

Barque  "  Casco" — entered  January  13, 1849;  sailed  January  21,  1849. 

Brig  "Imogen" — entered  January  13,  1849;  sailed  January  21, 1849. 

Brig  "Rowena" — entered  January  13, 1849;  sailed  January  21,  1849. 

Barque  "  Pilot,"  of  Boston — entered  January  13,  1849;  sailed  January 

21. 1849. 

Hermaphrodite  brig  "  Chats  worth,"  1,846,  J.  D.  Johnson,  me^ter — 
entered  January  11,  1850;  sailed  January  21,  1850. 
Barque  "  Mary  Richardson" — entered  January  11, 1850;  sailed  January 

21. 1850. 

Brig  "Lucy  Ann" — entered  January  11,  1850;  sailed  January  21, 
1850. 


Note  by  L.  M.  Powell.- 
tured,  with  the  "Ann  D. 
"  Incarnacion,"  and  others. 


-I  believe  these*  vessels  have  all  been  cap- 
Richardson,"  "Huntingdon,"  "Snow," 


United  States  ship  "  John  Adams," 

•      Cff  Atnbriz,  April  19,  1850. 

Sir:  I  have  herewith  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  11th  April,  together  with  the  enclosure  of  a  copy  of  a  portion 
of  your  instructions,  which  you  have  so  kindly  communicated  for  my 
information. 

You  have  taken  great  trouble  to  answer  the  complaint  of  the  master  of 
the  "  Catharine"  and  others;  and,  although  I  feel  bound  to  transmit  the 
document  to  the  commander-in-chief,  yet  the  object  of  the  government  is 
in  a  great  measure  accomplished  in  bringing  this  subject  before  the  higher 
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aathorities  of  both  squadrons.  Iq  explanation  of  that  portion  of  my  letter 
quoted  by  you,  I  believe  that  I  speak  by  authority  when  I  say  that  "  the 
United  States  are  sincerely  desirous  wholly  to  suppress  the  iniquitous 
tiaffic,  and  with  that  view  have  declared  it  to  be  piracy." 

It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  the  piracy  of  which  I  speak  is  piracy  by 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  not  that  which  is  made  so  by  the  municipal  laws 
of  any  particular  country.  Of  the  latter  character  is  the  slave  trade, 
-which  is  declared  t©  be  piracy  by  act  of  Congress.  The  right,  therefore, 
-which,  by  the  general  consent  of  nations,  exists  in  regard  to  vessels 
suspected  of  being  engaged  in  piracy,  does  not  extend  to  those  suspected 
of  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  As  to  them  there  is  no  right  of 
visitation  or  search,  so  fiir  as  American  vessels  are  concerned,  except  by 
our  own  vessels  of  war.  But  the  claim  of  the  United  States  that  their 
trading  vessels  shall  not  be  visited  for  any  purpose  (except  on  suspicion 
of  piracy)  by  the  cruisers  of  other  nations,  presupposes  that  the  vessel 
visited  is  really  American.  In  what  manner  this  feet  is  to  be  ascertained, 
is  the  only  question  which  presents  any  difficulty. 

The  flag  which  the  vessel  wears  is  prima  fade  evidence,  although  it 
is  not  conclusive  proof,  of  her  nationality.  It  is  a  mere  emblem,  and 
loses  its  true  character  when  it  is  worn  by  those  who  have  no  right  to 
wear  it.  Any  vessel  which  dispjlays  the  American  flag  claims  to  be 
American,  and  therefore  may  be  rightfully  boarded  and  examined  by  an 
American  cruiser,  if  there  be  any  circumstances  attending  her  to  justify  a 
suspicion  that  she  is  not  what  she  professes  to  be.  But  the  privilege 
does  not  extend  to  cruisers  of  any  other  nation;  that  is,  it  cannot  be  con- 
ceded to  them  as  Brri/s^ht.  The  United  States  certainly  do  not  claim  that 
the  mere  hoisting  of  their  flag  shall  give  immunity  to  those  who  have  no 
right  to  wear  it.  Such  a  pretension  would  subject  their  flag  to  degrada* 
tion  and  dishonor,  because  it  would  make  it  a  cover  for  other  crimes  of 
similar  atrocit7.  But  they  ch  claim  that  their  own  citizens  who  rightfully 
display  it  shall  have  all  the  protection  which  it  implies.  Whenever,  therefore, 
a  cruiser  of  any  other  nation  shall  venture  to  board  a  vessel  under  the 
flag  of  the  United.  States,  she  will  do  it  on  her  own  responsibility  for  all 
the  consequences. 

The  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  seems  to  have  been  agreed  to  with  the 
undoubted  view  of  preventing  all  difficulty  or  disagreement  on  this  point, 
and  to  enable  the  naval  officers  of  the  respective  parties  to  it  to  co-operate, 
mainly  (in  addition  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade)  in  order  to  re« 
move  all  cause  or  pretext  for  the  exercise  of  either  scrutiny  or  protection 
over  the  commerce  of  each  other. 

Thus  fer  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  say  that  I  express  the  views  and 
policy  recognised  by  our  government,  and  for  any  violation  of  which,  by 
them,  or  With  their  consent,  the  naval  officers  of  the  United  States  will 
be  held  accountable. 

Nor  are  these  principles  held  to  be  true  when  applied  to  foreign  officer* 
only.  The  same  obligations  are  imposed  on  the  naval  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  their  relations  with  the  vessels  of  all  other  nations.  No  right 
of  visit,  no  right  of  search,  no  scrutiny  or  examination,  no  interference 
whatever  with  the  merchant  marine  of  other  nations,  is  authorized  or 
countenanced  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  except  in  cases  of 
well-grounded  suspicions  of  piracy. 
Tfotwithstanding,  such  is  the  exigency  of  the  duties  of  the  naval  service^ 
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that  I  need  not  tell  you  our  naval  officers  are  often  called  on  to  visit  ves- 
sels of  all  nations  on  the  high  seas,  whenever,  under  a  foreign  flag,  the 
visit  is  one  of  courtesy,  solely  for  the  purpose  of  giving  and  receiving  in- 
formation, and  I  may  add,  perhaps,  of  culdvating  those  amicable  feelings, 
by  friendly  acts,  which  are  enjoined  by  our  government  with  great  earn- 
estness in  their  instntctians. 

I  feel  obliged  to  you  for  so  much  of  your  instructions  as  you  have  kindly 
communicated  to  me.  When  we  thus  know  the  boundaiy,  we  aie  better 
prepared  to  keep  within  the  limits.  Be  pleased  to  accept  the  foregoing  as 
my  response  to  the  points  therein,  and  as  a  more  full  explanation  of  my 
letter  of  the  10th. 

Notwithstanding  these  variant  views,  I  doubt  not,  when  the  cases  arise, 
a  common  ground  broad  enough  for  both  will  easily  be  found  by  officers 
sincerely  desirous  of  effecting  the  humane  purpose  of  our  common  object. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L    M.  POWELL,  OwiMnanAr. 

To  Captain  the  Hon.  Gborge  P.  Hastings, 

CV/n'g"  A^r  Britannic  Majesty^s  steam-sMp  *'  Oyelops,*^ 

senior  officer  in  command  of  Southern  Division  of  her 

Britannic  Majesty^s  naval  forces^  southwest  coast  of  Africa. 


Her  BRiTiiNmc  Majesty's  steam-ship  "  Cyclops," 
Off  Ambrizy  southwest  coast  of  Africa,  April  18,  1850. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  forwardii/g  an  affidavit 
made  before  you,  marked  A,  by  Braddick  Chester,  mate  of  the  American 
brigantine  "Louisa  Beaton,"  relative  to  the  inspection  of  that  vessel's 
hold  by  an  officer  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  '^  Flying  Fish,'*  on  the 
28th  of  March  last,  off  Kabenda,  I  acquaint  you  that,  having  met  the 
"Flying  Fish"  this  day,  and  placed  the  subject  before  her  commander, 
he  has  forwarded  me  his  reply,  a  copy  of  which,  marked  No.  I,  I  transmit 
fi)r  your  information,  and  trust  that  the  same  will  be  satisfactory  to  you. 

Whilst  lying  at  Ambriz,  in  her  Britannic  Majesty's  steam-ship  under 
my  command,  on  the  8th  instant,  the  ship  you  command  being  in  com- 
pany, the  "Louisa  Beaton"  arrived  at  that  ancfiorage;  and,  ascertaining 
that  some  cabin  supplies  could  be  procured  from  that  vessel,  several  of  the 
officers  of  the  ship  visited  her  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  fewarticles^- 
the  master  of  the  said  vessel  being,  I  believe,  on  board  the  ship  you  com- 
mand at  the  same  time,  making  the  complaint  you  forwarded  to  me  rela- 
tive to  the  charge  affecting  an  officer  of  the  "  Flying  Pish."  It  so  hap- 
pened that  two  of  the  officers  of  the  "  Cyclops"  entered  into  conversation 
with  the  lady  passenger,  who  it  appears  is  the  master's  wife;  and,  in  the 
course  of  conversation,  without  any  solicitation  on  their  part,  she  related 
the  particulars  of  the  occurrence  before  mentioned,  and,  on  their  return  to 
the  "Cyclops,"  having  heard  the  charge  made  by  Mr.  Bailey,  the  hus- 
band of  the  lady,  they  handed  me  a  statement,  of  which  the  enclosed, 
marked  No.  2,  is  a  copy. 

I  would  further  observe,  that  the  boarding  of  the  "Louisa  Beaton"  by 
the  "  Flying  Fish"  took  place,  or  is  said  to  have  taken  place,  on  the  28th 
March,  between  which  date  and  the  8th  instant  she  was  boarded  by  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  steam-ships  "Gladiator"  and  "Rattler,"  also  by* the 
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Ignited  States  brig-of-war  ''Perry;"  and  I  am  informed  by  the  respective 
officers  commanding  these  vessels  (for  I  made  it  my  business  to  inquire 
of  them)  that  no  complaint  was  made  to  those  officers,  on  their  boarding 
her,  by  the  master  of  the  <' Louisa  Beaton,"  against  the  act  said  to  be  com- 
isiitted  by  the  officer  of  the  "  Plying  Pish,"  on  the  date  alluded  to;  and  it 
does,  therefore,,  appear  to  me  that  having  heard  that  a  correspondence  was 
Iiassing  between  us,  on  the  8th  instant,  having  referencfe  to  the  recent 
capture  of  Brazilian  vessels,  who  attempted  to^erade  the  search  of  her  Bri- 
tannic MflTJesty's  cruisers  by  displaying  an  American  ensign  and  presenting 
fiaudulent  American  papers,  induced  the  party  to  come  before  you  with  an 
imaginary  complaint  of  the  interference  by  a  British  officer  with  an  Ameri- 
can vessel. 

The  mate  of  the  Brazilian  barque  *' Navarre's"  affidavit  is  also  dated 
the  same  day — when  the  said  mate  had  the  opportunity,  as  I  have  pre- 
Tiously  stated  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  the  very  day  after  the 
capture  of  his  vessel,  by  presenting  himself,  in  the  harbor  of  Loando, 
before  the  United  States  officer  in  command  of  the  ^^  Perry,"  at  the  time 
the  ^^  Firefly"  was  {Resent  there,  to  make  the.  affidavit  or  complaint  in 
question;  but  none  was  made  at  that  period. 

I  hope  the  explanations  offered  will  be  deemed  satisfactory;  and  acquaint 
you  that  the  whole  of  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  us 
will  besubraitred  by  me  to  ray  commander-in-chief,  who,  I  have  no  doubt, 
will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  communicating  with  Commodore  Greg- 
ory, commanding  the  United  States  squadron  on  this  coast,  on  the  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  P.  HASTINGS, 
CegMain  in  her  Britannic  Majesty^ a  Navy. 
Levin  M.  Powell,  Esq., 

Commander  United  States  Navyy  commanding 

United  States  ship  ^^John  Adams y^^  senior  officer 

of  the  United  States  naval  forces  south  of  the  equator. 


No.  1. 


Her:Majesty's  bijoop  "Plying  Pish,'' 

Off  Amiriz,Apra  18, 1860. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  directions,  I  have  eaUed  upon  the  officer 
(Lieutenant  Holme)  sent  in  charge  of  the  boats  of  her  Majesty's  sloop 
^"^Plying  Pish,"  under  my  command,  which  were  sent  to  board  a  strange 
sail  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  of  March,  (and  not  the  2Sth,  as  your  letter 
states,)  which  proved  to  be  the  "Louisa  Beaton f^  and  herewith  enclose 
the  istatement  of  Lieutenant  Holme,  relating  fully  the  particulars  of  his  pro- 
ceedings on  board  of  said  vessel.  Being  fully  acquainted  with  the  strin- 
gent orders  requiring  great  caution  to  prevent  giving  ground  of  complaint 
on  boarding  vessels  displaying  the  colors  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
I  have  not  failed  to  impress  on  the  officers  appointed  to  this  duty  the  ne« 
cessity  of  strict  adherence  both  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  them. 

It  being  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  consequently  dark,  when 
the  ^^ Louisa  Beaton^'  was  boarded,  no  colors  were  displayed  on  board 
either  vessel;  consequently,  the  vessel  was  not  known  to  be  of  the  United 
States  of  America  until  boarded  bv  Lieutenant  Holme.  I  beg  to  add,  in 
confirmation  of  Lieutenant  Holme^sletter^  that^  on  his  return  to  her  Majes- 
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ty^s  sloop  under  my  command,  and  reporting  to  me  his  proceedings  m 
board  the  ^^Louisa  Heaton,"  it  perfectly  agreed  with  the  statement  which  it 
now  makes  in  his  letter — the  truth  of  which  is  further  confirmed  by  the  lepGit 
which  you  have  enclosed  to  me  from  your  office,  which  it  appears  thej 
received  in  the  course  of  a  conversation  with  the  wife  of  the  master  of  the 
said  vessel,  some  time  after  the  occurrence  complained  of.  I  may  further 
add,  that  I  have  no  reason  to  imagine  the  master  of  the  ^^Louisa  BeatoD" 
had  any  complaint  to  make  ,as  to  the  manner  of  Lieutenant  Holme's  ex- 
amination, as,  on  the  forenoon  of  the  following  day,  the  vessels  being  be- 
calmed near  each  other,  1  gave  permission  to  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
^^Flying  Fish"  to  go  on  beard  the  said  vessel,  for  the  purpose  of  purchas- 
ing supplies  for  their  messes  &c.,  which  they  were  most  readily  supplied 
with,  and  I  am  informed  that  the  greatest  good  feeling  existed  betweea 
them.  Neither  did  I  receive  from  the  master  of  the  vessel  any  commu- 
nicatioD,  or  complaint  relative  to  boarding  the  vessel  by  Lieutenaal 
Holme,  on  the  previous  evening. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  shr,  your  obedient  servaiU, 

G.  EDWIN  PATEY, 

Captain  the  Honorable  G.  F.  Hastings, 

Her  Majesty^ s  steam-ship  ^^ Cyclops. ^^ 


Her  Majesty's  st^oop  "  Flying  Fish,*^^ 

OffAmbriz,  AprU  18,  1850. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  directions,  I  beg  to  state  the  particulars 
of  the  boarding  of  the  <<  Louisa  Beaton"  by  the  boats  of  this  sloop,  under 
my  charge,  on  the  night  of  the  21st  (the  "Louisa  Beaton"  was  boarded 
on  the  21st,  not  28th,  March,  by  the  boats  of  her  Majesty's  sloop  "Plying 
Fish"^  March  last,  off  Kabenda. 

On  Doarding,  I  examined  the  vessel's  papers,  to  ascertain  her  nation- 
ality; but,  seeing  on  her  deck  some  large  water-casks  and  plank,  I  asked 
the  master  if  he  would  permit  me  to  look  into  his  hold,  as  seversd  vessels 
had  lately  been  captured  wearing  the  colors  of  the  United  States,  but 
whose  papers,  on  examination,  were  found  to  bb  false.  He  answered  that 
he  was  aware  of  the  abuse  of  his  flag,  and  that  he  in  no  way  objected  to 
satiny  me  in  respect  to  his  cargo;  and  himself  ordered  the  hatches  to  be 
taken  off.  I  then  entered  the  afterhold,  a  man  with  a  lantern  attending* 
But  a  part  of  the  cargo  was  disturbed.  The  master  then  asked  me  if  I 
would  like  to  examine  the  forehold.  I  assented.  When  I  descended^ 
the  mate  (I  think)  pointed  to  some  casks  containing  powder,  but  not  until 
the  lantern  had  been  lowered  into  the  hold.  I  should  think  that  the  ex- 
amination latited  about  fifteen  minutes,  after  which  I  spent  some  time 
with  him  in  conversation  with  the  master — during  which  time,  and  ift 
subsequent  communications,  he  made  no  complaint  of  my  proceedings. 
And  I  beg  further  to  say,  that  the  vessel  was  not  in  any  way  detained. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  HOLME,  LieutetuiMt. 

Geo.  E.  Patey,  Esq., 

Commander  H.  M.  sloop  ^^Ftying  HsA." 
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'  P.  S. — ^I  0iay  be  permitted  to  add  that  my  report  is  fully  borne  out  by 
the  statement  of  the  master's  wife  to  the  officers  of  the  <^ Cyclops,"  in 
isvlnich  it  will  be  perceived  that  no  comj^aint  was  made  at  the  time  of  the 
inanner  of  my  examination.  E.  F.  H. 


No.  2. 


Her  Majesty's  steam-ship  "Ctclops," 

OffAmbrizy  April  8,  1850. 
We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify,  that  on  this  day  we  were  pres- 
ent in  the  cabin  of  the  American  brigantine  ^^Louisa  Beaton/'  and  were 
informed  by  Mrs.  Bailey,  the  captain's  wife,  <<that^  on  the  evening  of  the 
28lh  of  March  last,  the  said  vessel  was  suddenly  boarded  by  a  boat  of  her 
Majesty's  sloop  ^Flying  Fish;'  that,  after  ascertaining  her  nationality , 
the  boarding  officer  said  to  Mr.  Bailey,  ^  I  dare  say  it  is  dl  right;  but  what 
are  you  doing  with  all  these  water-caisks  on  deckr    Have  you  any  objec- 
tion to  letting  me  see  your  holds?'    Upon  which  my  husband  immediately 
ordered  the  mate  to  open  them;  and  the  boarding  officer  was  so  well 
pleased  with  their  contents,  that  some  of  the  officers  of  the  ^  Flying  Fish ' 
visited  the  <  Louisa  Beaton '  the  next  day  i,  and  made  considerable  purchases 
for  their  messes  from  her  stock  of  sunaries." 

H.  ADAIR, 
First  LietUenant  Royal  Marine  ArtiUery. 
H.  J.  K.  MIELL, 

aerk. 


UwiTED  States  ship  **  Portsmouth," 

Porto  Prayaj  June  8,  1850. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  herewith  a  report  from  Com- 
mander Marston,  covering  the  cempl«int  of  Uaptain  Benjamin  Joseph,  of 
the  brig  "Bridgeton,"  of  Philadelphia,  that  his  vessel  had  been  improp- 
erly boarded  by  the  British  gun-brig  "  Contest,"  with  the  correspondence 
had  on  the  subject.  The  only  objection  I  find  to  Commander  Marston 's 
conduct  on  the  occasion  is,  that  he  should  have  expressed  himself  satis*, 
fied,  when  it  was  his  duty  to  have  left  it  an  open  qu^tion^  and  refened 
the  matter  to  me. 

I  had  information  that  the  brig  '^Bridgeton  "  was  on  the  coast  for  the 
purpose  of  being  employed  as  a  slaver;  that  she  sailed  from  Bahia  with 
an  entire  crew  of  Brazilians,  excepting  the  csqptain.  Commander  Marston 
fonnd  that  her  crew  were  Brazilians,  but  suffered  her  to  pass  on  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  United  States  consul  at  Bahia  ^'that  Americans  could  not  be 
obtained  for  tlie  voyage."  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  vessel, 
after  having  been  supplied  with  an  anchor  fix^m  the  <*  Yorktown,"  left  the 
coast  with  a  cargo  ot  slaves.  The  law  requires  that  all  American  vessels 
shall  have  a  certain  portion  of  their  crews  Americans.  I  am  not  aware 
that  an  American  consul  has  the  power,  under  any  circumstances,  of  de- 
viating firom  the  law.    I  would  respectfully  request  your  instructions  on 
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this  point;  £>rIwouId  certainly  have  arrested  the  '^Bridgeton/'  had  I 
&llen  in  with  her. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  GREGORY, 
Cdmmandin^  African  Squadron. 
Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  C 


United  States  ship  *' Yorktown," 

Monrovia  Roads,  April  8, 1860. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  my  duty  specially  to  report  to  you,  that,  while  Ijring  at 
Quitta,  the  American  brig  '^Bridgeton,"  of  Philadelphia,  came  in,  the 
captain  of  which,  Benjamin  Joseph,  reported  to  me  that  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  brig  "Contest,"  commanded  by  tfie  Hon.  J.  W.  S.  Spencer, 
then  at  anchor  near  me,  had,  on  the  night  of  the  27th  Februaiy,  boarded 
him,  jand  searched  every  part  of  his  vessel,  going  down  into  the  hold  with 
lights,  opening  casks,  lockers,  6cc.^  &c.  I  immediately  took  his  deposi- 
tion, in  confirmation  of  what  he  had  stated  to  me,  which  he  swore  to,  in 
presence  of  proper  witnesses,  and  which  is  herewith  enclosed  to  you.  I 
then  wrote  to  Captain  Spencer,  protesting  against  his  searching  any  Amer- 
ican vessel  in  future — a  copy  of  which  communication  I  herein  enclose  to 
you,  as  also  a  copy  of  his  answer  to  the  same,  as  well  as  that  of  my  reply 
to  him. 

Trusting  that  my  action  in  the  case  will  prove  satisfectory  to  our  gov- 
ernment, as  well  as  to  yourself,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MARSTON,  Commander. 

Com.  Francis  H.  Gregory, 

Commanding  U.  S.  naval  forces ,  west  coast  of  Africa. 


United  States  sqip  ^' Yorkto^i^," 

Off  Quitta,  March  2,  1850. 

Sir:  Since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  this  morning,  I  hkve  had 
an  interview  with  Benjamin  Joseph,  the  master  of  the  American  brig 
^^Bridgeton,"  of  Philadelphia,  who  informed  me  that,  on  the  night  of  the 
27th  of  February,  he  was  boarded  by  a  boat  from  your  brig,  and  that  your 
officers  and  men,  after  having  been- informed  of  his  nationality,  searched 
every  part  of  his  vessel,  opening  lockers,  and  going  down  into  the  hold 
with  lights,  opening  casks,  &c. 

The  United  States  do  not  recognise  the  right  of  any  nation  to  search  an, 
American  vessel;  and  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  the  treaty  between  our 
respective  governments  in  placing  an  American  squadron  on  this  coast 
was  to  avoid  any  difficulty  which  might  arise  from  vessels  of  Great  Britain 
visiting  those  of  America. 

I  tlierefore  deem  it  my  duty  to  protest  against  your  searching  any  Amer* 
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cah  vessel  in  future^  and  to  infoim  you  that  the  present  instance  will  be 
referred  to  my  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MARSTON, 

QmMnander  U.  S.  N. 
Captain  Spencer, 

Comsnandifig  H.  B.  M.  brig  ^^Qmiesi,''  off  QuUta. 


Her  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  <^  Contest," 

Off  QuUta,  March  2, 1850. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  t6  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 
day's  date,  relative  tp  a  statement  made  by  the  master  of  the  brigantine 
'<  Bridgeton,"  of  being  searched,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  ultimo,  by  a 
boat  belonging  to  her  Majesty's  brig  under  my  command. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  your  letter  gave  me  the  first  intimation 
diat  such  an  occurrence  had  Udcen  place. 

I  have  since  made  inquiries  from  the  subordinate  officer,  who  was  sent 
on*  board  the  ^^Bridgeton"  for  the  sole  purpose  of  bringing  that  vessel's 
log  and  passport,  by  the  master's  request;  and  I  very  much  regret  to  find 
that  the  subordinate  officer  allowed  his  boat's  crew  to  leave  their  boat,  and 
that  they  looked  into  the  hold  and  a  locker;  but  all  deny  having  nmde  any 
further  search. 

I  can  only  express  my  sincere  regret  that  the  officer  should  so  much 
have  n^lected  his  duty  as  to  allow  any  of  his  crew  to  leave  their  boat. 
Our  instructions  particularly  direct  that,  when  a  search  is  to  be  made,  the 
officer's  rank  shall  not  be  under  third  in  command ;  and  as  this  officer  is 
very  junior,  I  trust  that  you  will  see  that  no  infiingement  on  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  was  intended,  as,  had  it  been 
my  intention  to  search,  1  should  have  sent  the  second  lieutenant,  at  least. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  S.  SPENCER, 

Commander. 
Captain  J.  Marston, 

UiiUed  States  Nam/j  comnumding  U,  S.  ship  ^^Torktoumj^^ 

off  Quiita. 


United  States  ship  "Yorktown," 

Off  QuOtay  March  2,  1850. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  "acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  letter,  in  an- 
swer to  mine  of  this  day,  and  have  pleasure  in  saying  that,  so  &r  as  you 
are  concerned,  it  is  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  I  shall  feel  gratified  in  for- 
warding a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  commander  in-chief. 

The  young  officer  whom  you  speak  of  as  having  disobeyed  your  orders, 
no  doubt,  did  it  under  a  misapprehension  of  his  duty,  and  I  trust  that  it 
will  be  so  considered  by  Commodore  Fanshawe. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MARSTON, 

Commander. 
Captain  John  W.  S.  Spencer, 

Commandifig  H.  B.  JU.  brig  '' Contest y''  qf  QuUia. 
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United  States  ship  "Yorktown," 

Off  QuUtUy  March  2,  1860. 

This  IS  to  certify  that  I  command  the  American  hermaphrodite  big 
"  Bridgeton,"  of  Philadelphia;  and  that,  on  the  night  of  the  27th  of  Fdb- 
raary,  1850,  I  was  boarded  by  a  boat  from  her  Britannic  Majesty's  bi^ 
^^  Contest,"  Captaun  Spencer,  and  that  every  part  of  my  vessel  w» 
searched  with  lights  by  the  English  of&cers  and  men,  opening  casks^ 
lockers,  d&c,  &c. 

BENJAMIN  JOSEPH, 
Master  of  the  American  brig  Bridgeton^  of  Philadelphia, 

Signed,  sealed,  and  sworn  to  in  my  presence. 

JOHN  MARSTON, 


Witnesses: 

Thomas  R.  Rootes,  LdetUenant. 
John  L.  Fox,  Surgeon. 


Comntander. 


United  States  ship  ^^  Portsmouth,*' 

Porto  Praya,  June  8,  1850. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Com- 
mander Slaughter,  covering  the  report  of  Captain  H.  N.  Canfield,  of  the 
American  schooner  ^^  David  C.  Foster,"  complaining  of  the  conduct  of 
the  commander  of  the  British  brig-of-war  "  Wolverine." 

I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  bringing  the  matter  to  the  notice 
of  the  commander  of  the  British  forces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  GREGORY, 
Commajiding  African  Squadron. 
Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 

Secretary  of  the  Navj/,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  brig  "  Bainbridge,'* 

Porto  Praya,  May  28,  1850. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  communication  (together 
with  a  fair  copy  of  the  same)  made  fiie  by  the  master  of  the  American 
schooner  "  David  C.  Foster,"  complaining  of  the  insult  oflfored  tbe 
American  fla^  by  the  commander  of  heir  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  the 
"  Wolverine,"  in  firing  at  his  vessel,  and  his  unjustifiable  procedure  in 
ordering  the  schooner  to  heave- to,  that  he  might  send  a  boat  on  board  to 
examine  her  at  his  leisure,  which  was  unceremoniously  done — the  officer) 
coming  on  board  without  asking  permission,  and  the  vessel  thereby  sub- 
ject to  detention,  when  it  was  highly  important  she  should  reach  her  port 
of  destination  as  soon  as  possible,  for  reasons  therein  assigned.  I  respect- 
fully submit  this  statement  to  you  for  consideration,  as  I  have  no  authority 
to  act  in  the  case. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  SLAUGHTER, 

Commander. 
Commodore  Francis  H.  Gregory, 

Commanding  African  Syu/adron,  Porto  Praya. 
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Schooner  ^' David  C.  Poster," 
Liberiay  Port  of  Monrovia^  May  13,  1850. 

Dear  Sir:  I  wish  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  detained  by  the 
British  brig-of-war  *^  Wolverine,*'  while  on  a  voyage  from  New  Orleans 
to  Liberia,  that  caused  much  suffering  on  boards  The  particulars, 
perhaps,  will  be  worth  your  notice,  and,  as  I  have  been  put  to  considera- 
ble expense  and  trouble,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  lay  them  before  you  for  your 
consideration: 

March  \2. — ^The  schooner  ^^ David  C.  Poster"  was  cleared  in  New 
Orleans,  with  seventy-eight  emigrants  as  passengers,  with  their  provisions, 
for  the  port  of  Monrovia,  Liberia. 

March  17. — Put  to  sea.  After  twenty-five  days  at  sea,  finding  that  I 
"was  short  of  wood,  it  was  thought  proper  to  cook  but  one  meal  per  day. 

May  1. — ^The  last  of  the  wood  was  consumed  in  latitude  7°  60'  N., 
longitude  13°  38'  W. 

May  2. — Eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  made  a  brig  on  our  lee  bow,  about  12 
miles  distant,  steering  about  SE.  by  S.  I  was  then  steering  ESE.,  with 
the  wind  SW.  fresh.  At  12  o'clock  (same  date)  made  Cape  Mount,  lati- 
tude 6^  26'  N.,  longitude  11^  40'  W.  Altered  my  course  to  SE.  by  S., 
the  brig  being  aboiit  six  miles  astern;  made  her  out  a  brig-of-war. 

May  2. — ^Three  o'clock  p.  m.,  hoisted  her  colors;  as  soon  as  possible  I 
hoisted  the  American  colors.  The  wind  getting  light,  she  gained  on  the 
schooner  fast.  At  half-past  4  o'clock,  the  wind  breezing  again,  the  brig 
began  to  drop  astern.  She  then  fired  a  gun  for  me  to  heave- to.  I  hove 
up  in  the  wind,  and  hauled  my  jib-sheet  to  windward,  and  waited  for  her 
to  come  up  with  me.  As  soon  as  she  was  in  hailing  distance,  she  hailed 
me,  and  ordered  me  to  shorten  sail,  that  he  might,  at  his  pleasure,  send  a 
boat  alongside.  After  the  brig  had  shortened  sail,  a  boat  came  alongside, 
with  two  officers  and  five  men,  (the  officers  coming  on  board  without  per- 
mission,) and  very  abruptly  demanded  to  know  who  was  the  captain.  I 
then  informed  them  that  I  was  the  master  of  the  vessel.  He  then  said 
his  only  business  was,  to  inform  mie  that  the  reason  the  captain  of  the 
**  Wolverine  "  detained  me  was  because  I  did  not  hoist  my  colors  sooner. 
Alter  conversing  between  themselves  for  a  few  moments,  they  said  th^y 
were  satisfied,  and  got  in  their  boat,  and  went  on  board  the  brig.  I  then 
made  sail,  and  pursued  my  voyage  for  Monrovia.  Had  I  not  been  de- 
tained, I  should  have  arrived  in  port  on  Friday  morning;  but  was  after- 
wards becalmed,  and  did  not  get  in  port  till  it  was  too  late  to  land  my 
emigrants  on  Saturday;  and  there  was  much  suffering,  for  want  of  proper 
food  and  fuel  to  cook  with.  If,  then,  you  think  the  matter  worth  ypur 
notice,  I  ask  for  some  protection  against  such  insults  when  pursuing  my 
lawful  business. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  H.  OANPIELD, 
Master  of  the  American  schooner  "  David  C  Foster. ^^ 

Captain  Slaughter, 

Of  the  American  brig-ofioar  "  Bainbridge.^^ 
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31st  Congress^  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Doc. 

Isi  SessioH.  No.  67. 


MESSAGE 

FMM 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

RKLATITB  TO 

TTie  claim  xf  Ttxas  to  Jurisdiction  merpart  nf  New  Mexico, 


AtTGTOrST  6,  18S0. 
Read,  and  ordered  to  Ue  on  the  table  and  be  prtlited. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  two  houses  of  Congress  a  letter  fiom  his 
Excellency  the  governor  of  Texas,  dated  on  the  14th  day  of  June  last, 
addressed  to  the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  which,  not  havixig 
been  answered  by  him,  came  to  my  hands  on  his  death;  and  I  also  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the  answer  which  I  have  felt  it  to  foe  my  duty  to  cause  lo  be 
made  to  that  communication. 

Congress  wili  perceive  that  the  governor  of  Texas  officially  8lates>  thai, 
by  authority  of  tfie  iegidattjre  of  that  State,  he  despatched  a  special 
commissioner  with  full  potirer  and  instructions  to  extend  the  civil  Juris- 
diction of  the  State  ov^r  tfie  unorganized  counties  of  Et  Paso,  Worth, 
Presidio,  and  Santa  Fe,  situated  on  its  northwestern  limits. 

He  proceeds  to  say  that  the  commissioner  had  reported  lo  him,,  in  an 
t>fficial  form,  that  the  militaiV  officers  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  stationed  at  Santa  Fe,  interoosed  adversely  with  tho 
inhabitants  to  the  ftilfilment  of  his  object  in  mvor  of  the  establishment 
of  a  separate  State  government  east  of  the  Bio  Grande,  and  within  the 
rightful  linuts  of  the  State  of  Texas.  These  four  counties,  which  Texas 
thus  proposes  to  establKTh  and  organize  as  being  within  her  own  jurisdic* 
tion,  extend  over  the  whole  of  the  territory  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  wtuch. 
has  heretofore  been  regarded  as  an  essential  and  integral  put  of  the  de- 
partment of  New  Mexico,  and  actually  governed  and  possessed  by  her 
people  until  conquered  and  seveied  from  the  repubKc  of  Mexico  by  the 
American  aims. 

The  legislature  of  Texas  has  been  called  together  hj  her  governor  for 
the  purpc^,  as  is  understood,  of  maintaining  her  claim  to  tfie  territory 
east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  of  establishing  over  it  her  own  jorisdiclaoii 
and  'her  own  laws  by  force. 

These  piroceedings  of  Texas  may  well  atrrest  the  attention  of  alt 
branches  of  the  government  of  the  United  States;  and  I  rejoice  that  thef 
occur  while  die  Congress  is  yet  in  session.    It  is>  I  fear,  far  from  being 
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impossible  that,  in  consequence  of  these  proceedings  of  Texas,  a  cristf 
may  be  brought  on  which  shall  summon  the  two  houses  of  Congress— 
and  still  more  emphatically  the  executive  government — to  an  immediate 
readiness  for  the  performance  of  their  respective  duties. 

By  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  President  is  constituted 
commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  constitution  declares,  also,  that  he  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed;  and  that  he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  Con- 
gress information  of  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Congress  has  power,  by  the  constitution,  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union;  and  suitable  and  appropriate 
acts  of  Congress  have  been  passed,  as  well  far  providing  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  as  for  placing  other  suitable  and  efficient  means  in  the  hands 
of  the  President  to  enable  him  to  discharge  the  constitutional  functions 
of  his  office. 

t  The  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  28th  of  February,  1795,  declares 
that  whenever  the  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  be  opposed,  or  their  ex- 
ecution obstructed  in  any  State,  by  combinations  too  powerful-to  be  sup- 
pressed by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  the  power 
vested  in  the  marshals,  the  President  may  call  forth  the  militia,  as  far  as 
may  be  necessary,  to  suppress  such  combmations,  and  to  cause  the  laws 
to  be  duly  executed. 

By  the  act  of  March  3,  1807,  it  is  provided  that  in  all  cases  of  obstruc- 
tion to  the  laws  either  of  the  United  States  or  any  individual  State  or 
Territory,  where  it  is  lawful  for  the  President  to  call  forth  the  militia  for 
the  purpose  of  causing  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  him  to  employ,  for  the  same  purposes,  such  part  of  the  land  or  naval 
fcrce  of  the  United  States  as  shall  be  judged  necessary. 

These  several  enactments  are  now  in  full  force;  so  that,  if  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  are  opposed  or  obstructed,*inlmy  State  or  Territory,  by 
combinations  too  powertul  to  be  suppressed  by  the  judicial  or  civil  author- 
ities, it  becomes  u  case  in  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  President  either  to 
call  out  the  militia  or  to  employ  the  military  and  naval  force  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  do  both,  if,  in  hi»  judgment,  the  exigency  of  the  occasion 
shall  so  require,  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  such  combinations.  The 
constitutional  duty  of  the  President  is  plain  and  peremptory,  and  the  au- 
thority vested  in  him  by  law  for  its  performance  clear  and  ample. 

Texas  is  a  State,  authorized  to  maintain  her  own  laws,  so  feur  as  they 
are  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  of  the  United 
States;  to  suppress  insurrections  against  her  authority;  and  to  puiiish 
those  who  may  commit  treason  against  the  State,  according  to  the  Ibrms 
provided  by  her  own  constitution  and  her  own  laws. 

But  all  this  power  is  local,  and  confined  entirely  within  the  limits  of 
Texas  herself.  She  can  possibly  confer  no  authority  which  can  be  law- 
fully exercised  beyond  her  own  boundaries. 

All  this  is  plain,  and  hardly  needs  argument  or  elucidation.  If  Texas 
militia,  therefore,  march  into  any  one  of  the  other  States^  or  into  any 
Territory  of  the  United  States,  there  to  execute  or  enforce  any  law  of 
Texas,  they  become  at  that  moment  trespassers;  they  are  no  longer  under 
the  protection  of  any  lawful  authority,  and  are  to  be  regarded  merely  as 
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intruders;  and  if,  within  such  State  or  Territory,  they  obstruct  any  law 
of  the  United  States,  either  by  power  of  arms  or  mere  power  of  numbers, 
constituting  such  a  combination  as  is  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by 
the  civil  authority,  the  President  of  the  TJnited  States  has  no  option  left 
to  him,  but  is  bound  to  obey  the  solemn  injunction  of  the  constitution, 
and  exercise  the  high  powers  vested  in  him  by  that  instrument  and  by  the 
acts  of  Congress. 

Or  if  any  civil  posse y  armed  or  unarmed,  enter  into  any  Territory  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  thereof,  with  intent  to 
seize  individuals,  to  be  carried  elsewhere  for  trial  for  alleged  offences,  and 
tliis  posse  be  too  powerful  to  be  resisted  by  the  local  civil  authorities,  such 
seizure  or  attempt  to  seize  is  to  be  prevented  or  resisted  by  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. 

The  grave  and  important  question  now  arises,  whether  there  be  in  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico  any  existing  law  of  the  United  States,  opposi- 
tion to  which,  or  the  obstruction  of  which,  would  constitute  a  case  calling 
for  the  interposition  of  the  authority  vested  in  the  President. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  declares  that  "  this  constitution, 
and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance 
thereof,  and  all  the  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.'*  If, 
therefore,  New  Mexico  be  a  Territory  of  the  United  States,  anci  if  any 
treaty  stipulation  be  in  force  therein,  such  treaty  stipulation  is  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  and  is  to  be  maintained  and  upheld  accordingly. 

In  the  letter  to  the  governor  of  I'exas,  my  reasons  are  given  for  believ- 
ing that  New  Mexico  is  now  a  Territory  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
same  extent  and  the  same  boundaries  which  belonged  to  it  while  in  the 
actual  possession  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  before  the  late  war.  In 
the  early  part  of  that  war,  both  California  and  New  Mexico  were  con- 
quered by  the  arms  of  the  United  States,  and  were  in  the  military  posses* 
sion  of  the  United  States  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  peace. 

By  that  treaty,  the  title  by  conquest  was  confirmed,  and  these  territo- 
nes,  provinces,  or  departments,  separated  from  Mexico  forever;  and  by 
the  same  treaty,  certain  important  rights  and  securities  were  solemnly 
guarantied  to  the  inhabitants  residing  therein. 

By  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty,  it  is  declared  that — 

"The  boundary  line  between  the  two  republics  shall  commence  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  three  leagues  from  land,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  otherwise  called  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte,  or  opposite  the  mouth 
of  its  deepest  branch,  if  it  should  have  more  than  one  branch  emptying 
directly  into  the  sea  ^  from  thence,  up  the  middle  of  that  river,  following 
the  deepest  channel  where  it  has  more  thaii  one,  to  the  point  where  it 
strikes  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico;  thence  westwardly,  along 
the  whole  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico,  (which  runs  north  of  the 
town  called  Paso,)  to  its  western  termination;  thence  northward,  along 
the  western  line  of  New  Mexico,  until  it  intersects  the  first  branch  of 
the  river  Gila,  (or,  if  it  should  not  intersect  any  branch  of  that  river,  then 
to  the  point  on  the  said  line  nearest  to  such  branch,  and  thence  in  a  di- 
rect iine  to  the  same^)  thence  down  the  middle  of  the  said  branch  and  of 
the  said  river,  until  it  empties  into  the  Rio  Colorado;  thence  across  the 
Rio  Colorado,  following  the  division  line  between  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia, to  the  Pacific  ocean." 
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The  8th  article  of  the  treaty  is  in  the  following  tenns  r 

<^  Mexicans  now  established  in  Territories  previously  belonging  to 
lilexico,  and  which  remain  for  the  fnture  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  as  defined  by  the  present  treaty,  shall  be  free  to  continue  where 
they  now  reside^  or  to  remove  at  any  time  to  the  Mexican  republic,  re- 
taining the  property  which  they  possess  in  the  said  Territories,  or  dispo- 
sing thereof,  and  removing  the  proceeds  wherever  they  please,  without 
their  being  subjected,  on  this  account,  to  any  contribution,  tax,  or  charge 
whatever. 

"Those  who  shall  prefer  to  remain  in  the  said  Territories  may  either 
retain  the  title  and  rights  of  Mexican  citizens  or  acquire  those  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  ;  but  they  shall  be  under  the  obligation  to  make 
their  election  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  ratifica- 
tions of  this  treaty  J  and  those  who  shall  remain  in  the  said  Territories 
after  the  expiration  of  that  year,  without  having  declared  their  intention  to 
retain  the  character  of  Mexicans,  shall  be  considered  to  have  elected  to 
become  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

'*  In  the  said  Territories,  property  of  every  kind,  now  belonging  to  Mexi- 
cans not  established  there,  shall  be  inviolably  respected.  The  present 
owners,  the  heirs  of  these,  and  all  Mexicans  who  may  hereafter  acquire 
$aid  property  by  contract,  shall  enjoy,  with  respect  to  it,  guarantees  equal- 
ly ample  as  if  the  same  belonged  to  citizens  of  the  United  States." 

The  9th  article  of  the  treaty  is  in  these  words  : 

"  The  Mexicans  who,  in  Territories  aforesaid,  shall  not  preserve  the 
character  of  citizens  of  the  Mexican  republic,  conformably  with  what  is 
stipulated  in  the  preceding  article,  shall  be  incorporated  into  the  Union 
of  the  United  States,  and  be  admitted  at  the  proper  time  (to  be  judged  of 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States)  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  in  the  mean  time  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the 
free  enjoymept  of  their  liberty  and  property,  and  secured  in  the  free  ejEer- 
cise  of  their  religion  without  restriction.*' 

It  is  plain,  therefore,  on  the  face  of  these  treaty  stipulations,  that  all 
Mexicans  established  in  Territories  north  or  east  of  the  line  of  demarca- 
tion already  mentioned  come  within  the  protection  of  the  9th  article;  and 
that  the  treaty,  being  a  part  of  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  does  extend 
over  all  such  Mexicans,  and  assures  to  tliem  perfect  security  in  the  free 
^njoymjBnt  of  their  liberty  and  property,  as  well  as  in  the  free  exer- 
cise of  their  religion  $  and  this  supreme  law  of  the  land,  being  thus 
in  actual  force  over  this  territory,  is  to  be  maintained  until  it  shall  be  dis- 
placed or  superseded  by  other  legal  pix)visions;  and  if  it  be  obstructed  or 
resisted  by. combinations  too  powerml  to  be  suppressed  by  the  civil  au" 
thority,  the  case  is  one  which  comes  within  the  provisions  of  law,  and 
which  obliges  the  President  to  enforce  those  provisions.  Neither  the  con- 
stitution nor  the  laws,  nor  my  duty  nor  my  oaUi  of  office,  leave  me  any  al- 
ternative or  any  choice  in  my  mode  of  action. 

The  executive  government  of  the  United  States  has  no  power  er 
fluthority  to  determine  what  was  ihe  true  line  of  boundary  between 
Mexico  and  the  United  States  before  the  treaty  6f  Gfuadalupe  Hidalgo ; 
nor  has  it  any  such  power  now,  since  the  question  has  become  a  question 
between  the  State  oi  Texas  and  the  United  States.  So  fiir  as  this  bound- 
ary is  doubtful,  that  doubt  can  only  be  removed  by  some  act  of  Congress, 
to  which  the  assent  of  the  State  or  Texas  may  be  necessary,  or  by  some 
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appropriate  mode  of  le^al  adjudication  ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  if  disturb- 
smces  or  collisions  anse  or  should  be  threatened,  it  is  absolutely  incuni- 
bent  on  the  executive  governnrent,  however  painful  the  duty,  to  take  care 
that  the  laws  be  faithfully  maintained  ;  and  he  can  regard  only  the  actual 
state  of  things  as  it  existed  at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  and  is  bound  to  pro- 
tect all  inhabitants  who  were  then  established,  and  who  now  remain 
north  and  east  of  the  line  of  demarcation,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
liberty  and  property,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  9th  article  of  the 
treaty  :  in  other  words,  all  must  be  now  regarded  as  New  Mexico  whicn 
was  possessed  and  occupied  as  New  Mexico  by  citizens  of  Mexico  at  the 
date  of  the  treaty,  until  a  definite  line  of  boundary  shall  be  establishe<^ 
by  competent  authority. 

This  assertion  of  duty  to  protect  the  people  of  New  Mexico  from  threat- 
ened vicdence,  or  from  seizure  to  be  carried  into  Texas  for  trial  for  alleged 
offences  against  Texan  laws,  does  not  at  all  include  any  claim  of  power 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  establish  any  civil  or  military  government 
within  that  Territory.  That  pmoer  belongs  exclusively  to  the  legislative 
department,  and  Congress  is  the  sole  judge  of  the  time  and  manner  of 
creating  or  authorizing  any  such  government. 

The  duty  of  the  Executive  extends  only  to  the  execution  of  laws  and 
the  maintenance  of  treaties  already  in  force,  and  the  protection  of  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  which  those 
treaties  and  laws  guaranty. 

It  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  no  occasion  should  arise  for  the  exercise 
of  the  powers  thus  vested  in  the  President  by  the  constitution  arid  the 
laws.  With  whatever  mildness  those  powers  might  be  executed,  or  how- 
ever clear  the  case  of  necessity,  yet  consequences  might  nevertheless 
follow,  of  which  no  human  sagacity  can  foresee  either  the  evils  or  the 
•end. 

Having  thus  laid  before  Congress  the  communication  of  his  Excellency 
the  governor  of  Texas,  and  the  answer  thereto,  and  having  made  such 
observations  as  I  have  thmight  the  occasion  called  for,  respecting  con- 
stitutional obligations  which  may  surise  in  the  further  progress  of  things^ 
and  may  devolve  on  me  to  be  performed,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  regarded  as 
stepping  aside  from  the  line  ot  my  duty,  notwithstanding  that  I  am  aware  / 
that  the  subject  is  now  before  both  Houses,  if  I  express  my  deep 
and  earnest  conviction  of  the  importance  of  an  immediate  decision  or 
arrangement  or  settlement  of  the  question  of  boundary  between  Texa^ 
and  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico.  All  considerations  of  justice,  general 
expediency,  and  domestic  tranquillity,  call  for  this.  It  seems  to  be  in  its 
character,  and  by  position,  the  first,  or  one  of  the  first,  of  the  questions 
growing  out  of  the  acquisition  of  California  and  New  Mexico,  and  now 
requiring  decision. 

No  government  can  be  established  for  New  Mexico,  either  State  or  Ter- 
ritorial, unti}  it  shall  be  first  ascertained  what  New  Mexico  is,  and  what 
are  her  limits  and  boundaries.  *  These  cannot  be  fixed  or  known  till  the 
line  of  division  between  her  and  Texas  shall  be  ascertained  and  estab- 
lishedr,  and  numerous  and  weighty  reasons  conspire,  in  my  judgment, 
to  show  that  this  divisional  line  should  be  established  by  Congress,  with 
the  assent  of  the  government  of  Texas.  In  the  first  place,  this  seems 
by  for  the  most  prompt  mode  of  proceeding  by  which  the  end  can  be 
accomplished.  If  judicial  proceedings  were  resorted  to,  such  proceed- 
ings would  necessarily  be  slow,  and  years  would  pass  by,  in  all  proba- 
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Bility,  before  the  controversy  could  be  ended.  So  great  a  delay  in  thi 
case  is  to  be  avoided,  if  possible.  Such  delay  would  be  every  way  in- 
convenient, and  might  be  the  occasion  of  disturbances  and  collisions. 
For  the  same  reason,!  would,  with  the  utmost  deference  to  the  wisdom 
of  Congress,  express  a  doubt  of  the  expediency  of  the  appointment  of 
commissioners,  and  of  an  examination,  estimate,  and  an  award  of  in- 
demnity to  be  made  by  them.  This  would  be  but  a  species  of  arbitration 
which  might  last  as  long  as  a  suit  at  taw. 

So  far  as  I  am  able  to  comprehend  the  case^  the  general  fects  are  now 
all  known,  and  Congress  is  as  capable  of  deciding  on  it  justly  and  prop- 
erly now  as  it  probably  would  be  after  the  report  of  the  commissioners. 
If  the  claim  of  title  on  the  part  of  Texas  appears  to  Congress  to  be  welt 
founded  in  whole  or  in  part,  it  is  in  the  competency  of  Congress  to  offer 
her  an  indemnity  for  the  surrender  of  that  claim.  In  a  case  like  this, 
surrounded  as  it  is  by  many  cogent  considerations,  all  cathng  for  ami- 
cable adjustment  and  immediate  settlement,  the  government  of  the  United 
States  would  be  justified,  in  my  opinion,  in  allowing  an  indemnity  to 
Texas,  not  unreasonable  or  extravagant,  but  fair,  liberal,  and  awarded  in 
1^  just  spirit  of  accommodation. 

I  think  no  event  would  be  hailed  with  more  gratification  by  the  people 
of  the  United  States  than  the  amicable  adjustment  of  questions  of  diffi- 
culty which  have  now  for  a  long  time  agitated  the  country,  and  occu- 
pied, to  the  exclusion  of  other  subjects,  the  time  and  attention  of  Con- 
gress. 

Having  thus  freely  communicated  the  results  of  my  own  reflections  on 
the  most  advisable  mode  of  adjusting  the  boundary  question,  I  shall 
nevertheless  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  any  other  mode  which  the  wisdom 
of  Congress  may  devise.  And,  in  conclusion,  I  repeat  my  conviction 
that  every  consideration  of  the  public  interest  manifests  the  necessity  of 
a  provision  by  Congress  for  the  settlement  of  this  boundary  question  be- 
fore the  present  session  be  brought  to  a  close.  The  settlement  of  other 
questions  connected  with  the  same  subject,  within  the  same  period,  is 
greatly  to  be  desired;  but  the  adjustment  of  this  appears  to  me  to  be  in 
the  highest  degree  important.  In  the  train  of  such  an  adjustment  we 
may  well  hope  that  there  will  follow  a  return  of  harmony  and  good  will, 
an  increased  attachment  to  the  Union,  and  the  general  satisfaction  of  the 
country. 

MILLAED  FILLMORE. 

Washington,  August  6, 1850. 


Executive  DEPARTftiJSNT, 
Austin,  (Texasy)  Jutvb  14,  1860. 

Sir:  By  authority  of  the  legislature  of  Texas,  the  executive  of  the 
State,  in  February  last,  despatched  a  special  commissioner  with  fiiB 
power  and  instructions  to  extend  the  civil  jurisdiction  of  this  State  over 
the  unorganized  counties  of  El  Paso,  Worth,  Presidio,  and  Santa  Fe, 
situated  upon  its  northwestern  limits. 

TJ'hat  commissioner  has  reported  to  me,  in  an  official  form,  that  the 
military  officers  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  stationed 
at  Santa  Fe,.  interposed  adversely  with  the  inhabitaats  to  Uie  fulfiLment 
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of  his  object,  by  employing  their  influence  in  favor  of  the  establishment 
of  a  separate  State  government  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  within  the 
rightful  limits  of  the  State  of  Texas.  I  transmit  to  you  herewith  the 
proclamation  of  Colonel  John  Munroe,  acting  under  the  orders  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  under  the  designation  of  civil  and  mil- 
itary governor  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico. 

I  have  very  respectfully  to  request  that  your  excellency  will  cause  me 
to  be  informed,  at  your  earliest  possible  convenience,  whether  or  not  this 
oflicer  has  acted  in  this  matter  under  the  orders  of  his  government,  and 
whether  his  proclamation  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

With  assurances  of  distinguished  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  BELL. 

His  Excellency  Z.  Taylor, 

PresidetU  of  the  United  States. 


Department  op  state, 

Washington^  August  6,  1850. 
Sir:  A  letter  addressed  by  you  to  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  dated  on  the  14th  of  June  last,  has,  since  his  lamented 
decease,  been  transferred  to  the  hands  of  his  successor,  by  whom  I  am 
directed  to  address  to  you  the  following  answer: 

In  that  letter  you  say  that,  by  the  authority  of  the  legislature  of  Texas; 
the  executive  of  that  State,  in  February  last,  despatched  a  special  com- 
missioner with  full  power  and  instructions  to  extend  the  civil  jurisdiction 
of  that  State  over  the  unorganized  counties  of  El  Paso,  Worth,  Presidio, 
and  Santa  Fe>  situated  upon  its  northwestern  limits,  and  that  the  com- 
missioner has  reported  to  you,  in  an  official  form,  that  the  military  officers 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  stationed  at  Santa  Fe, 
interposed  adversely  with  the  inhabitants  to  the  fulfilment  of  his  object, 
by  employing  their  influence  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  separate 
State  government  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  within  the  rightful  limits 
of  the  State  of  Texas.  You  also  transmit  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  of 
Colonel  John  Munroe,  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  designation  of  civil  and  military  governor  of  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico,  and  respectfully  request  the  Resident  to  cause 
you  to  be  informed  whether  or  not  this  officer  has  acted  in  this  matter 
under  the  orders  of  his  government,  and  whether  his  proclamation  meeta 
with  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  events  which  have  occurred,  the  President  hardly  knows 
whether  your  excellency  would  naturally  expect  an  answer  to  this  letter 
from  him.  His  predecessor  in  office,  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  and 
under  whose  authority  and  direction  the  proclamation  of  Colonel  Munroe 
was  issued,  is  no  more;  and  at  this  time  that  proclamation,  whatever 
may  be  regarded  as  its  true  character,  has  dbased  to  have  influence  or 
eflect.  The  meeting  of  the  people  of  New  Mexico  by  their  representa- 
tives, which  it  invited,  is  understood  to  have  talcen  place,  although  this 
government  has  as  yet  received  no  official  information  of  it- 
Partaking,  however,  in  the  fullest  degree,  in  that  high  respect  which 
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the  executive  gevernment  of  the  United  States  always  entertaina  toi^ada 
the  governors  aad  the  governments  of  the  States,  the  President  thinb 
it  his  duty,  nevertheless,  to  manifest  that  feeling  of  respect,  by  acknoiri- 
edging  and  answering  your  letter.  And  this  duty,  let  me  assure  yora 
excellency,  has  been  so  long  delayed  only  by  uncontrollable  circum- 
stances, and  is  now  performed  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment^  aita 
the  appointment  of  tl^se  heads  of  departments,  and  their  acceplaace  ot 
office,  with  whom  it  is  usual,  on  important  occasions,  for  tlie  Preaidemt 
of  the  United  States  to  advise. 

In  answer,  therefore,  to  your  first  interrogatory — viz:  whether  Colonel 
Hunroe,  in  issuing  the  proclamation  referred  to,  acted  under  the  orders  q{ 
this  government — the  President  directs  me  to  state  that  Colonel  Munioe's 
proclamation  appears  to  have  been  issued  in  pursuance  or  in  consequence 
of  an  ordpr  or  letter  of  instructions  given  by  the  late  Secretary  oi  War, 
under  the  authority  of  the  late  President,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  McCalt. 
Of  this  order,  which  bears  date  on  the  19th  of  November,  1849,  your  ex- 
cellency was  undoubtedly  informed  at  the  date  of  your  letter.     A  full  and 
accurate  copy,  however,  is  attached  to  this  communication.     Colonel 
McCall  is  therein  instructed  that  if  the  people  of  New  Mexico,  for  whom 
Congress  had  pfevided  no  government,  should  msinifest  a  wish  to  take 
any  steps  to  establish  a  government  for  themselves,  and  apply  for  admis- 
sion into  the  Union,  it  would  be  his  duty,  and  the  duty  of  others  with 
whom  he  was  associated,  not  to  thwart,  but  to  advance  their  wishes. 
This  order  does  not  appear  to  authorize  any  exertion  of  military  authority, 
or  of  any  official  or  even  personal  interference,  to  control  or  affect  in  any 
way  the  primary  action  of  the  people  in  the  formation  of  a  government, 
nor  to  permit  any  such  interference  by  the  subordinate  officers.     Colonel 
McCall  and  his  associates  were  not  called  upon  to  take  a  lead  in  any 
measures,  or  even  to  recommend  anything  as  fit  to  be  adopted  by  the 
peojple.    Their  whole  duty  was  confined  to  what  they  might  be  able  to 
perform,  subordinate  to  the  wishes  of  the  people.     In  this  matter  it  was 
evidentiy  contemplated  that  they  were  to  act  as  the  agents  of  the  inhab- 
itants, and  not  as  officers  of  this  government.     It  must  be  recollected 
that  the  only  government  then  existing  iq  the  Territory  was  a  quasi  mih- 
tary  government;  and  as  Congress  had  made  no  provision  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  any  form  of  civil  government,  and  as  the  President  doubtless 
believed  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the  people  had  a  right  to  frame 
a  government  for  themselves,  and  submit  it  to  Congress  for  its  approval, 
the  order  was  a  direction   that  the  then  existing  military  goyemment 
should  not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  accomplishment  of  the  wishes  of  the 
people,  nor  thwart  those  wishes,  if  the  people  entertained  them,  for  the 
establishment  of  a  firee,  popular,  republican  civil  government,  for  their 
own  protection  and  benefit.     This  is  evidentiy  the  whole  purpose  and 
object  of  the  order.    The  military  officer  in  command,  and  his  associates, 
were  American  citizens,  acquainted  with  the  forms  of  civil  and  popular 
proceedings,  and  it  was  expected  that  they  would  aid  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Territory,  by  their  advice  and  assistance,  in  their  proceedings  for  es- 
tablishing a  government  of  their  own.    There  is  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  Colonel  Munroe,  an  officer  as  much  distinguished  for  prudence  and 
discretion  as  for  gallant  conduct  in  arms,  meant  to  act,  or  did  act,  other- 
wise than  in  entire  sul)ordinatiQn  and  subserviency  to  the  will  of  the  peo- 
^e  among  whom  he  was  placed.    He  wa3  not  authorized  to  do^  nor  does 
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the  President  understand  him  as  intending  to  do,  anything  whatever  iif. 
his  military  character,  nor  to  represent  in  any  way  the  wishes  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive government  of  the  United  States. 

To  judge  intelligently  and  fairly  of  these  transactions,  we  must  recaU 
to  our  recollection  the  circumstances  of  the  case  as  they  then  existed. 

Previous  to  the  war  with  Mexico,  which  commenced  in  May,  1846,  and 
Teceived  the  sanction  of  Congress  on  the  13th  of  that  month,  the  Territory 
of  New  Mexico  formed  a  department  or  State  of  the  Mexican  republic, 
and  was  governed  by  her  laws.  General  Kearny,  acting  under  orders 
from  this  government,  invaded  this  department  with  an  armed  force  ;  the 
governor  fled  at  his  approach,  and  the  troops  under  his  command  dis- 
persed ;  and  General  Kearny  entered  Sauta  Fe,  the  capital,  on  the  18th 
of  August,  1846,  and  took  possession  of  the  territory  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States.  On  the  22d  of  that  month  he  issued  a  proclamation  to 
the  inhabitants,  stating  the  fact  that  he  had  taken  possession  of  Santa  Fe, 
at  the  head  of  his  troops,  and  announcing  his  '^  intention  to  hold  the  de- 
partment with  its  original  boundaries,  (on  both  sides  of  the  del  Norte,) 
and  under  the  name  of  New  Mexico."  Bjr  that  proclamation  he  premised 
to  protect  the  inhabitants  of  New  Mexico  in  their  persons  and  property 
against  their  Indian  enemies,  and  ail  othersy  and  assured  them  that  the 
United  States  intended  to  provide  for  them  a  free  government,  when  the 
people  would  be  called  upon  to  exercise  the  rights  of  freemen  in  electing 
tlieir  own  representatives  to  the  Territorial  legislature.  On  the  same  day 
he  established  a  Territorial  constitution  by  an  organic  law  which  provided 
for  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  departments  of  the  government^ 
defined  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  provided  for  trial  by  ^ury  ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  established  a  code  of  laws.  This  constitution  declared  that 
"  the  country  heretofore  known  as  New  Mexico  shall  be  known  hereafter 
and  designated  as  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  in  the  United  States  of 
America  ;"  and  the  members  of  the  lower  house  of  the  legislature  were 
apportioned  among  the  counties  established  by  the  decree  of  the  depart- 
ment of  New  Mexico,  of  June  17, 1844  ;  which  counties,  it  is  understood, 
included  all  the  territory  over  which  Texas  has  lately  attempted  to  organ- 
ize counties  and  establish  her  own  jurisdiction. 

On  the  22d  of  December,  1846,  a  copy  of  this  constitution  and  code 
was  trar^smitted  by  President  Polk  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
pursuance  of  a  call  on  him  by  that  body.  In  the  message  transmitting 
the  constitution  he  says  that  "  portions  of  it  purport  to  establish  and  or- 
ganize 3L  permanent  Territorial  govemnient  over  the  Territory,  and  to  im- 
part to  its  inhabitants  political  rights  which,  under  the  constitution  of  th^ 
United  States,  can  be  enjoyed  permanently  only  by  citizens  o(  the  United 
States.  These  have  not  been  approved  and  recognised  by  me.  Such 
organized  regulations  as  have  been  established  in  any  of  the  conquered 
Territories  for  the  security  of  our  conquest,  for  the  preservation  of  order, 
for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants,  and  for  depriving  the 
enemy  of  the  advantages  of  these  Territories,  while  the  military  possession 
of  them  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States  continues,  will  be  recognised 
find  approved.'*^ 

Near  four  years  have  now  elapsed  since  this  quMi  military  government 
was  established  by  militaiy  authority,  and  received,  with  the  exceptions 
mentioned,  the  approval  of  President  Polk.  In  the  mean  time,  a  treaty  of 
peace  has  been  concluded  with  Mexico^  by  which  a  boundary-line  was 
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established  that  left  this  territory  within  the  United  States,  thereby  con- 
firming to  the  United  States  by  treaty  what  we  had  before  acquired  by 
conquest.  The  treaty,  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  proclamation  of 
General  Kearny,  declared  that  the  Mexicans  remainino^  in  this  territoiy 
should  be  incorporated  into  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  be  ad- 
mitted at  the  proper  time  (to  be  judged  of  by  the  Congress  of  the  Unitrf 
States)  to  an  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  ^*and  in  the  mean  time 
should  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty 
and  property,  and  secured  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  without 
restriction.'*  Thus  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  over  New  Mexico  was  the  result  of  conquest,  and  the  possession 
held  of  it,  in  the  first  place,  was  bf  course  a  military  possession.  The 
treaty  added  the  title  by  cession  to  the  already  existing  title  by  successful 
achievements  in  arms.  With  the  peace  there  aro.<e  a  natural  expectation 
that,  as  early  as  possible,  there  would  come  a  civil  government  to  super- 
sede the  military.  But  until  some  such  form  of  government  should  come 
into  existence,  it  was  matter  of  absolute  necessity  that  the  military  gov 
ernment  should  continue,  as  otherwise  the  country  must  fall  into  abso- 
lute anarchy.  And  this  has  been  the  course  generally,  in  the  practice  of 
civilized  nations,  wh'en  colonies  or  territories  have  been  acquired  by  war, 
and  their  acquisition  confirmed  by  treaty. 

Ttie  military  government,  therefore,  existing  in  New  Mexico  at  the  date 
of  the  order,  existed  there  of  inevitable  necessity.  It  existed  as  much 
against  the  will  of  the  executive  government  of  the  United  States  as  against 
the  will  of  the  people.  The  late  President  had  adopted  the  opinion  thai  it 
was  justifiable  in  the  people  of  the  Territory,  under  the  circumstances,  to 
form  a  constitution  of  government  without  any  previous  authority  conferred 
by  Congress,  and  thereupon  to  apply  for  admission  into  the  Union.  It 
was  under  this  state  of  things,  and  under  the  influence  of  these  opinions, 
that  the  order  of  the  19th  November  last  was  given,  and  executed  in  the 
manner  we  have  seen.  The  order  indicates  no  boundary  and  defines  no 
territory,  except  by  the  name  of  New  Mexico;  and,  so  far  as  that  indicates 
anything,  it  referred  to  a  known  territory  which  had  been  organized  under 
military  authority,  approved  by  the  Executive,  and  left  without  remon- 
strance or  alteration  by  Congress,,  for  more  than  three  years.  It  appears 
to  the  President  that  such  an  order  could  not  have  been  intended  to  invade 
the  rights  of  Texas. 

Secondly,  you  ask  whether  the  proclamation  of  Colonel  Munroe  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  To  detenniue 
this  question,  it  is  necessary  to  look  at  the  object  of  the  proclamation,  and 
the  ^ect  of  the  proceedings  had  under  it. 

If  the  object  was  to  assume  the  authority  to  settle  the  disputed  bound- 
ary  with  Texas,  then  the  President  has  no  hesitation  in  saymg  that  such 
object  d6es  not  meet  his  approbation,  because  he  does  not  believe  that  the 
executive  branch  of  this  government,  or  the  inhabitants  of  New  Mexico, 
or  both  combined,  have  any  constitutional  authority  to  settle  that  ques- 
tion. That  belongs  either  to  the  judicial  department  of  the  federal 
Government,  or  to  the  concurrent  action,  by  agreement,  of  the  legislative 
epartments  of  the  governments  of  the  United  States  and  Texas.  But  it 
has  been  sufficiently  shown  that  Colonel  Munroe  could  have  had  no  such 
object,  and  that  his  intention  was  merely  to  act  in  aid  of  the  people  in 
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forming  a  State  constitution  to  be  submitted  to  Congress.     Assuming, 
then,  that  such  a  constitution  has  been  formed,  what  is  its  efe^t  upon  the 
disputed  boundary?    If  it  compromits  the  rights  of  either  party  to  that 
question,  then  it  does  not  meet  the  President's  approbation;  for  he  deems 
it  his  duty  to  leave  the  settlement  of  that  question  to  the  tribunal  to  which 
it  constitutionally  belongs.     It  is  sufficient  for  him  that  this  boundary 
is  in  dispute;  (hat  the  territory  east  of  the  Rio  del  Norte  seems  to  be 
claimed  in  good  faith  both  by  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  or  rather  by  the 
United  States.     Whatever  might  be  his  judgment  in  regard  to  their 
respective  rights,  he  has  no  power  to  decide  upon  them,  or  even  to  nego- 
tiate in  regard  to  them;  and  therefore  it  would  be  improper  for  him  to 
express   any  opinion.     The  subject  matter  of  dispute  is  between  the 
United  States  and  Texas,  and  not  between  the  inhabitants  of  New  Mexico 
and  Texas.     If  those  people  should  voluntarily  consent  to  come  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  Texas,  such  consent  would  not  bind  the  United  States, 
or  take  away  their  title  to  the  territory.     So,  on  the  other  hand,  if  they 
should  voluntarily  claim  the  title  for  the  United  States,  it  would  not 
deprive  Texas  of  her  rights.    Whatever  those  rights  might  be,  they  can 
only  be  affected  by  her  own  acts  or  a  judicial  decision.  The  State  constitu- 
tion formed  by  New  Mexico  can  have  no  legal  validity  until  it  is  recognised 
and  adopted  by  the  law-making  power  of  the  United  States.     Until  that 
is  done,  it  has  no  sanction,  and  can  have  no  effect  upon  the  rights  of 
Texas  or  of  the  United  States  to  the  territory  in  dispute;  and  it  is  not  to 
be  presumed  that  Congress  will  ever  give  its  sanction  to  that  constitution 
without  first  providing  for  the  settlement  of  this  boundary.     Indeed,  no 
government,  either  Territorial  or  State,  can  be  formed  for  New  Mexico 
without  providing  for  settling  this  boundary.     Hence  he  regards  the  for- 
mation of  this  Slate  constitution  as  a  mere  nullity.  *  It  may  be  regarded, 
indeed,  as  a  petition  to  Congress  to  be  admitted  as  a  State;  but  until  Con- 
gress shall  grant  the  prayer  of  such  petition  by  legal  enactments,  it  affects 
the  rights  of  neither  party. 

But,  as  it  is  the  right  of  all  to  petition  Congress  for  any  law  which  it 
may  constitutionally  pass,  this  people  were  in  the  exercise  of  a  common 
right  when  they  formed  their  constitution  with  a  view  of  applying  to  Con- 
gress for  admission  as  a  State;  and  as  he  thinks  the  act  can  prejudice  no 
one,  he  feels  bound  to  approve  of  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Munroe  in  issu- 
ing the  proclamation. 

1  am  directed  also  to  state,  that,  in  the  President's  opinion,  it  would 
not  be  just  to  suppose  that  the  late  President  desired  to  manifest  any  un- 
fijendly  attitude  ei  aspect  towards  Texas  or  the  claims  of  Texas.  The 
boundary  between  Texas  and  New  Mexico  was  known  to  be  disputed; 
and  it  was  equally  well  known  that  the  executive  government  of  the 
United  States  had  no  power  to  settle  the  dispute.  It  is  believed  that  the 
executive  power  has  not  wished — it  certainly  does  not  now  wish — to  in- 
terfere with  that  question,  in  any  manner  whatever,  as  a  question  of  title. 
1  In  one  of  his  last  communications  to  Congress — that  of  the  Ifth  of  June 
I  last — ^the  late  President  repeated  the  declaration  that  he  had  no  power  to 
decide  the  question  of  boundary,  and  no  desire  to  interfere  with  it,  and 
that  the  authority  to  settle  that  question  resided  elsewhere.  The  object  of 
the  executive  government  has  been,  as  I  believe,  and  as  I  am  authorized  % 
to  say  it  certainly  now  is,  to  secure  the  peace  of  the  country;  to  maintain^ 
as  far  as  practicable^  the  state  of  things  as  it  existed  at  the  date  of  the 
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treaty;  and  (o  uphold  and  preserve  the  rights  of  the  respective  parties  as 
they  were  under  the  solemn  guarantee  of  thiQ  treaty,  until  the  highly  in- 
teresdne  question  of  boundary  should  be  finally  settled  by  competent  author- 
ity. This  treaty,  which  is  now  a  supreme  law  of  the  land,  declares,  as  b^re 
stated,  that  the  mhabitants  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  a- 
joyment  of  their  liberty  and  property,  and  secured  in  the  free  exercise  of  their 
religion.  It  will  of  course  be  the  President's  duty  to  see  that  this  lawk 
sustained,  and  the  protection  which  it  guaranties  naade  effectual;  and  thk 
is  the  i4ain  and  open  path  of  Executive  duty,  in  which  he  proposes  to 
tread. 

Other  transactions  of  a  very  grave  character  are  alluded  to  and  recited 
in  your  excellency's  letter.  To  those  transactions  I  am  noi)ir  directed  not 
more  particularly  to  advert,  because  the  only  questions  propounded  by  yon 
respect  the  authority  under  which  Colonel  Munroe  acted,  and  the  approval 
or  disapproval  of  his  proclamation.  Your  excellency's  communicatioii 
and  this  answer  will  be  immediately  laid  before  Congress,  and  the  Presi- 
dent will  take  that  occasion  to  bring  to  its  notice  the  transactions  alluded 
to  above. 

It  is  known  to  your  excellency  that  the  questions  growing  out  of  the 
acquisition  of  California  and  New  Mexico,  and  among  them  the  highly 
important  one  of  the  boundary  of  Texas,  have  steadily  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  both  houses  pf  Congress  for  many  months,  and  still  engage  it,  with 
intense  interest.  It  is  understood  that  the  legislature  of  Texas  will  be 
shortly  in  session,  and  will  have  the  boundary  question  also  before  it.  It 
is  a  delicate  crisis  in  our  public  affairs,  not  free,  certainly,  from  passible 
dangers;  but  let  us  confidently  trust  that  justice,  moderation,  and  patriotism, 
and  the  love  of  the  Union,  may  inspire  such  counsels,  both  in  the  govem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Texas,  as  shall  carry  the  country 
through  these  dangers,  and  bring  it  safely  out  of  them  all.  And  with  re- 
newed assurances  of  the  continuance  of  mutual  respect  and  harmony  io 
the  great  family  of  States, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  with  entire  regard,  your  excellency's  most  obe- 
dient servant^ 

DANIEL  WEBSTER, 

Secretary  of  SiaU. 
To  his  Excellency  P.  H.  Bell, 

Chvemor  of  Texas* 
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list  Congress^  [SENATE-]  With  Ex. Doc. 

iBi  Session.  No.  67. 


MESSAGE 

PROM 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

BILPLAHATORT 

Of  his  message  relative  to  the  claim  of  Texas  to  jurisdiction  over  part  of 

New  Mexico. 


August  8, 1850. 
Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  meeeage  on  that  eobject* 


To  the  Senate  and  Hovse  of  Representatives: 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  language  in  the  first  paragraph  of  my 
message  to  the  two  houses  of  Congress  of  the  6th  instant  may  convey  the 
idea  that  Governor  Bell's  letter  to  my  predecessor  was  received  by  him  be- 
fore his  death.  It  was  addressed  to  him,  but  appears  in  point  of  fact  to 
have  been  sent  to  me,  from  the  post  office,  after  his  death. 

I  make  this  communication  to  accompany  the  message,  and  prevent 
tnisapprehensio  n . 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

WAsniNcrroN,  August  8,  1850. 
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31st  CoNGRBSs,  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Doc. 

1st  Session.  No.  68. 


REPORT 

OF     •  •  .'       , 

TBE  ACTING  SECRBTARr  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

RBLATITB  TO 

7%e  swamp  and  operjlowed  lands  in  Louisiana. 


August  26, 1850. 
Ordered  to  lie  od  the  table,  and, be  printtd. 

.    September  6, 1850. 
Ordered  that  S,04)0  extra  copiea  be  printed* 


Department  of  the  Interior^ 
Wasiingtony  August  2i)  1850. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Gteaeial  Land  Office,  dated  the  20th  instant,  with 
accompanying  document^,  containing  the  information  relative'  to  the 
swamp  and  overflowed  lands  in  Louisiana,  called  for  by  tfie  Senate's 
resointion  of  the  23d  ultimo. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C,  GODDARD, 

Acting  Secretary, 
Hon.  VVm.  R.  King, 

President  o/*  the  Senate. 


General  Land  Office, 
August  20, 1860. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  from 
yotir  department  of  the  25th  uldmo,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  23d  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  in  Lou- 
isiana; and,  in  answer  to  the  first  part  of  that  resolution,  I  enclose  a  copy 
of  the  report  made  to  this  office  on  the  25th  June  last,  by  the  principal 
derk  of  surveys,  in  relation  to  these  overflowed  lands — he  having  been 
detailed,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  to  go  to  Louisiana  for 
that  purpose. 

In  answer  to  the  rest  of  that  resolution,  I  have  to  state  that,  of  the 
swamp  lands  in  Louisiana,  and  those  subject  to  overflow,  it  is  estimated 
that  there  have  been  sold  by  the  United  States  1,719,188  acres. 

Of  the  lands  which  will  remain  the  property  of  the  government  after 
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the  swamp  and  oveiflowed  lands  granted  by  the  act  of  8d  March^  1849, 
shall  have  been  certified  to  the  State,  it  is  estimated  that— 
4;700,00Q  acres  have  been  in  market  10  years* 

949,413    ''  ''  ^'  20    " 

2,000,000    "  <'  "  30    '' 

This  is  exclusive  of  the  lands  in  the.  Greensburg  district.  The  reasons 
for  excluding  these  lauds  from  this  statement  is,  that  they  cannot  be 
classified  with  the  other  public  lands — the  whole  of  the  surveys  having 
been  reported  as  fraudulent  in  1837,  and  a  resurvey  of  the  lands  and  Ae 
refimding  of  the  money  ordered  for  those  which  had  been  sold  by  the 
act  of  29th  August,  1842. 

On  the  accompanying  diagram,  the  lands  that  will  remain  the  property 
Qf  the  government  after  the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  have  been  car- 
tified  to  the  State  are  colored  yellow,  except  those  i^  the  Greensburg  dis- 
trict. The  general  character  of  those  lands,  from  an  examination  of  the 
field-notes,  appears  to  be  poor — scarcely  averaging  second  and  third  quality: 
the  timber  is  chiefly  pine.  Some  .good  lands— even  first-ratte — ane  reported 
on  the  wat^r-courses,  and  approaching  the  ^^  Salt  Marsh,"  on  which  the 
timber  is  oak,  hickory,  beech,  gimi,  cypress,  &c.;  but  most,  if  not  ail 
these,  have  been  sold,  or  are  covered  by  private  claims;  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  unsold  lands  may  be  characterized  as  pine  Unds,  firom  second 
quality  down  to  very  poor. 
The  resolution  of  the  Senate  is  returned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BUTTERPIELD, 

Commissioner, 
Hon.  T*  M.  T.  McKennon, 

Secretary  of  the  hiterior. 


General  Land  Office, 

June  25,  1850. 

Sir:  By  letter  of  the  17th  4prQ  last,  you  instructed  me,  "for  reasons 
therein  given,  to  repair  as  soon  as  possible  to  Louisiana,  and,  after  con- 
ference with  the  governor  and  surveyor  general,  to  make  such  recon- 
noissance  of  the  land  along  the  principal  streams  as  would  enable  me  to 
understand  the.  nature  of  the  country,  and  to  make  such  suggestions  as 
will  lead  to  au  early  and  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  grant  made  to 
that  State  by  the  act  of  3d  March,  1849,  to  aid  in  reclaiming  the  swamp 
lands  therein;  and,  as  early  and  final  action  on  this  subject  is  repre- 
sented to  be  of  vital  importance  to  the  State,  that  I  should  use  ail  dili- 
gence to  eflect  the  object  of  my  mission,  and  limit  my  personal  observar- 
tion  to  such  points,  that,  aided  by  reliable  information,  tne  object  of  that 
mission  could  be  obtained. 

In  accordance  with  those  instructions,  I  proceeded  to  Louisiana  by  the 
western  route,  noting  the  appearance  of  the  country  on  both  sides  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  making  inquiries  in  relation  to  the  interior,  so  as  to 
obtain  all  the  information  practicable  on  the  subject. 

A  brief  description  of  the  peculiar  topographical  features  of  that  section 
of  the  country  seems  to  be  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  its  present 
condition. 
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On  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  the  lands  in  the  interior  appear  to  be 
f^enerally  high  and  rolling  from  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  to 
Baton  Roqge,  where  the  hills  give  place  to  a  low,  alluvial  formation.. 
The  river  in  its  serpentine  course  occasionally  approaches  those  high 
lands,  and,  again  receding,  all  the  margin  of  the  sdream  between  the  points 
^rhere  it  comes  in  contact  with  the  table-land  is  low  and  wet.  On  the 
light  bank  of  the  river  tliroughout  the  State,  for  some  distance  in  the  ii> 
terior,  it  is  mostly  of  that  character,  and,  felling  back  from  the  margin  of 
the  stream,  generally  terminates  in  lakes  or  swamps. 

The  average  fall  from  the  natural  surface  of  the  ground,  at  the  bank  of 
the  river,  to  a  distance  of  forty  arpens  back  from  the  mai^in  of  the  stream, 
has  been  found  by  a  series  of  observations,  I  was  informed,  to  be  from 
fourteen  to  sixteen  feet,  and  where  there  is  no  swamp  in  the  rear,  to  be 
twelve  feet.  Hence,  when  there  is  a  rise  in  the  river  (which  frequently 
happens)  the  water  is  precipitated  with  great  force  and  velocity  upon  the 
rear  lands.  To  protect  those  lands,  and  to  prevent  injury  to  the  front, 
necessarily  accruing  from  such  overflows,  levees  or  embankments  aye 
throwii  up  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  of  greater  op  less  base  and  eleva- 
tion >  according  to  the  necessities  of  the  case.  Where  creeks  or  bayous 
enter  into  the  Mississippi  their  banks  must  also  be  leveed  or  their  mouths 
closed,  otherwise  the  liigh  waters  of  the  Mississippi  flow  into  them  and 
inundate  the  reat  lands. 

'  These  levees,  on  the  average,  appear  to  be  about  five  feet  high,  thirty 
feet  wide  at  the  base,  and  seven  and  a  half  feet  wide  at  top^  hence,  tt^ 
constructing  and  keeping  of  them  in  repair  are  very  expensive.  More- 
over, the  current  of  the  river  being  very  rapid  and  the  banks  alluvial, 
those  banks  are  subject  to  great  and  rapid  abrasions;  and,  as  a  matter  of 
prudence  and  safety,  therefore,  the  levees  are,  and  must  be,  constructed 
some  distance  back  from  the  margin  of  the  stream.  Bet-fveenlhe  levees 
and  the  enclosures  of  the  planters  spaco  is  always  left  for  a  public  road, 
that  being  the  highest  and  dryest  ground,  and  therefore  best  adapted  for 
that  purpose,  the  rear  lands  being  so  wet  that  they  are  frequently  impass- 
able. The  proprietors  of  the  lands  fronting  on  the  rivers,  creeks,  bayous, 
&c.,  are  thus  deprived  of  the  use  of  a  considerable  portion  of  their  very 
best  lands  by  the  necessity  for  making  these  levees  and  the  peoaliar 
topographical  features  of  the  country. 

From  the  foregoing  description  it  is  evident  that  all  the  lands 'fronting 
on  rivers,  creeks,  bayous,  and  water-oourses  subject  to  overflow  must  Ae 
protected  by  safe,  strong,  and  sufficient  levees,  and  that  the  omission  to 
secure  a  single  tract  will  bring  ruin  and  desolation  on  all  the  adjacent 
country;  and,  therefore,  all  of  such  lands  remaining  the  property  of  the 
government  must  of  necessity  be  leveed  at  the  expense  and  cost  of  the 
citizens  of  Louisiana.  All  the  rear  lands  that  are  of  any  value  have  been 
reclaimed  by  the  construction  and  perpetuation  of  those  levees;  and  thus, 
so  far  as  any  of  those  lands  have  been  sold  by  the  government,  (and  it  is 
believed  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of  such  lands  have  been 
sold,)  the  government  has  been  so  far  benefited  at  the  expense  of  the 
people  of  Louisiana,  for  none  of  those  lands  would  have  been  disposed  of 
had  they  not  thus  been  reclaimed. 

It  is  impossible  by  any  written  description  to  convey  an  adequate  idea 
of  the  present  condition  of  a  great  part  of  Louisiana;  to  be  realized  it 
must  be  witnessed.    Fur  hundreds  of  miles  1  found  the.  whole  bank  of 
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the  s^tream  under  water;  and  in  other  places  the  river,  having  broken 
tfirough  the  embankments  or  levees,  was  rushing  over  the  conntrjr  widi 
the  force  of  a  torrent,  carrying  rain  and  destruction  in  its  course,  Wb€R 
the  levees  were  sufficiendy  high  and  strong  to  resist  the  pressure  of  the 
water,  the  rear  lands  were  inundated  by  the  river  flowing  through  the 
crevasses  or  creeks,  &c.,  until  the  whole,  except  a  few  hundred  feet  of 
the  front  land  next  tfie  levees,  was  overflowed.  A  great  number  of  plant- 
ations and  settlements  were  entirely  submerged,  and  the  only  mode  of 
access  or  egress  left  to  the  inhabitants  was  by  boats,  or  platforms  erected 
where  practicable,  on  frames,  above  the  surrounding  waters.  This  state 
of  things  was  not  limited  to  the  country;  some  of  the  villages  or  towns 
along  the  river  were  in  a  like  condition,  the  streets  being  wholly  under 
water.  The  inhabitants  were  thus  deprived  of  every  opportunity  nf 
en^ging  in  any  industrial  pursuit,  and,  consequently,  of  the  means  of 
earning  subsistence,  as  the  land  could  not  be  cultivated;  and  in  many 
cases  there  was  not  sufficient  dry  ground  on  which  to  cut  wood  for  fuel 
for  the  steamboats  that  navigate  the  river.  The  cattle  had  taken  refuge 
on  the  most  elevated  spots,  and  were  seeking  a  scanty  subsistence  fmia 
the  leaves  of  bushes  or  the  tops  of  the  young  cane,  and  frequently,  getting 
into  deep  water,  were  carried  away  by  the  force  of  the  current  and 
drowned. 

The  scene  for  many  miles  thus  presented  was  harrowing  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  appeals  to  every  principle  of  humanity  for  all  the  succor  and 
relief  that  can  be  extended  in  the  premises.  Neither  was  it  temporary  in 
its  character,  for  I  was  assured  by  many  that  it  was  nearly  as  bad  last 
year  and  the  year  before,  and  that  there  had  been  but  Utde,  if  any,  abate* 
ment  of  the  evil  since  the  early  part  of  last  January. 

It  18  estimated  that  property  to  the  amount  of  millions  of  dollars  has  been 
destroyed;  and,  although  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  southern  section  of  the  State  have  been  preserved  by  the  drain- 
age of  the  surplus  water  through  the  crevasses  and  over  the  country  above, 
those  portions  of  the  State  can  have  no  guarantee  of  an  immunity  from  a 
Hke  inflicdon  till  a  radical  remedy  be  appUed  > 

By  an  examination  of  the  able  report  on  the  internal  improvements  of 
Louisiana,  made  by  A.  D.  Wooldridge,  esq..  State  engineer,  in  Janaary 
last,  a  copy  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  herewith,  from  my  own 
observation,  and  from  information  derived  from  many  intelligent  gentle- 
men tiving  in,  or  who  had  recently  visited  various  sections  of  the  State^ 
the  impression  was  made  on  my  mmd  that  all  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
govemment,  and  most  of  those  the  property  of  individuals,  within  the 
following  Umits,  had  been  submerged  during  the  whole  of  the  present, 
and  a  great  part  of  the  past  year,  and  that  preceding;  that  is  to  say,  be- 
tween the  Mississippi  and  Ouachita  rivers,  extending  to  the  high  lands 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Ouachita;  those  within  some  miles  on  each  side 
of  the  Upper  Red  river;  those  along  the  Lower  Red  river;  the  lauds  in 
the  southeastern  district,  and  those  along  the  Gulf  coast,  as  shown  by 
the  accompanying  diagram  of  the  State.  The  northern  boundary  of  those 
last  mentioned  to  be  determined  by  actual  observation.  The  lands  be- 
tween East  and  West  Pearl  rivers  were  also  designated  as  of  like  charac- 
ter. Subsequently,  in  an  interview  with  the  surveyor  general  and  seve- 
ral of  the  deputies,  I  was  satisfied  that  this  impression  was  correct. 

On  conference  with  his  ExQBllency  Joseph  Walker,  governor  of  the 
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State,  and  R.  W.  Boyd,  esq.,  the  0nUed  States  surve3ror  general,  and  in 
view  of  the  facts  above  mentioned,  the  following  seemed  to  be  principies 
fully  embraced  by  the  act  of  3d  March,  1849,  granting  the  swamp  and 
overflowed  lands  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  the  instmctions  issued 
wider  that  law  by  you,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, on  the  18th  April,  1850;  they  were  therefore  so  considered,  to  wit: 

The  agent  who  may  be  appointed  by  the  governor  to  make  the  selec- 
tions for  the  State,  if  acceptable  to  the  surveyor  general,  will  be  ap- 
pointed by  him  as  a  deputy  surveyor,  and  installed  as  such. 

The  lands  which  he  may  report  as  falling  to  the  State  under  examina- 
tions already  made,  or  hereafter  to  be  made,  will  be  so  regarded. 

The  examination  of  the  field-notes  of  the  St.  Helena  or  Greensbuig 
district  will  be  conclusive  of  the  lands  now  resurveyed  in  that  district; 
and  the  lands  hereafter  to  be  resurveyed  will  be  examined  with  reference 
to  the  grant  to  the  State,  and  all  falling  to  the  State  will  be  so  certified, 
as  the  surveys  are  returned  examined  and  approved,  except  the  lands  be- 
tween East  and  West  Pearl  rivers;  all  which,  fiom  satis&ctory  evidence, 
are  regarded  as  fhlling  to  the  State  under  the  law. 

The  lands  south  of  Lake  Ponchartrain,  &c.,  can  be  certified,  at  once, 
to  the  State. 

The  lands  in  the  southeastern  district,  between  the  Ouachita  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers,  those  along  Lower  Red  river,  and  those  along  the  Gulf 
coast,  can  also  generally  be  certified  to  the  State. 

An  examination  of  the  field-notes  of  the  surveys  on  and  adjacent  to  the 
Sabine  and  the  Upper  Red  river,  and  between  the  Upper  ELed  river  and 
the  Ouachita,  with  the  memoranda  of  the  deputies^  will  be  concludye  as 
to  those  regions. 

The  lands  already  examined  by  the  engineer,  assistant  engineer,  or 
other  officer  of  the  State,  in  the  discharge  of  their  regular  duties,  and  also 
those  which  may  hereafter  be  examined  in  like  manner,  in  connexion 
with  the  examination  of  the  field^notes  in  the  office,  can  at  once  be  cer- 
tified. 

These  principles  were  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  governor,  and  were 
approved  by  him;  and  the  opinion  entertained  was,  that  the  whole  grant, 
80  &r  as  the  lands  were  concerned  which  had  been  surveyed,  could  be 
disposed  of  in  a  short  time,  and  at  comparatively  small  expense  to  the 
State;  and,  with  reference  to  those  yet  to  be  surveyed,  that  they  would 
be  certified  to  the  State,  as  the  surveys  are  completed,  at  a  mere  nominal 
cost. 

It  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  state  that,  in  arranging  this  matter,  I  was 
much  indebted  to  the  thorough  and  accurate  knowledge  of  Mr.  Boyd,  the 
surveyor  general,  in  all  matters  connected  with  the  topography  of  the 
country;  and  that  he  evinced  the  most  Uvely  interest  in  carrying  out  the 
instructions  of  this  office  with  a  just  and  proper  regard  to  the  intention 
of  the  law,  the  interests  of  the  government,  and  justice  to  the  State  of 
Louisiana.  Though  somewhat  out  of  place,  I  may  also  be  permitted  to 
state  that  bis  office  was  in  the  most  perfect  order;  the  gentlemen  em- 
ployed therein  were  actively,  diligently,  and  efficiently  engaged  in  their 
respective  vocations;  and  the  voluminous  archives  of  the  office  were  ar- 
ranged with  such  system  that  any  paper  could  be  referred  to  in  a  moment. 
The  thorough  knowledge  of  the  surveyor  general  of  all  the  coinplicated 
duties  of  his  office^  enables  him  to  despatch  business  with  a  pron^pt&ess 
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and  energy  which  otherwise  would  have  been  impossible;  and,  moreover, 
he  seemed  to  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  origin  and 
various  stages  of  most  of  the  private  claims  in  the  State,  and  the  la^ 
and  instructions  relating  thereto.     In  fine,  he  is  an  invaluable  officer. 

Having  thus  briefly  described  the  peculiar  character  of  the  country, 
and  the  action  had  in  relation  to  the  grant  made  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1849,  to  aid  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  draining  the  swamp  lands 
therein,  I  beg  leave  to  present  a  few  suggestions  as  to  the  evil  under 
which  that  State  now  suffers,  the  remedy  for  that  evil,  and  the  benefits 
which  will  flow  from  the  adoption  of  that  remedy. 

By  tracing  the  dividing  ridges  between  the  sources  of  the  waters  tfiat 
flow  into  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  and  those  which  flow  north 
into  the  lakes,  east  to  the  ocean,  south  to  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  extending 
west  to  the  Rocky  mountains,  it  will  be  found  that  the  boundaries  thus 
described  extend  from  the  twenty-ninth  to  the  forty- ninth  degree  of  north 
latitude,  and  average  from  the  tenth  to  the  twenty-seventh  degree  of  lon- 
gitude west  from  Washington,  embracing  an  area  of  about  one  million 
two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand  square  miles. 

This  region  has  been  settled  with  unexampled  rapidity;  and  as  improve 
ments  keep  pace  with  the  setdements,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
whole  country  is  now  more  rapidly  and  thoroughly  drained  into  the  Mis- 
sissippi than  when  in  a  state  of  nature.  Then  no  doubt  a  great  quantity 
of  water  was  collected  in  pools  and  swampd,  and  there  remained  until 
carried  off  by  gradual  evaporation.  This,  of  course,  so  far  relieved  the 
bed  of  the  stream;  but  as  the  lands  are  opened  up  by -cultivation,  this 
water  is  discharged  at  once  into  the  river,  thus  adding  to  its  volume. 

This  it  is  believed  is  one  of  the  causes  of  the  great  increase  in  the 
waters  of  the  Mississippi  for  the  few  past  years;  but  whether  it  is  the 
principal  cause  or  not  I  cannot  say,  as  I  have  not  the  data  to  enable  me 
to  come  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  in  the  matter. 

All  the  water  collected  in  the  immense  region  above  mentioned ,  ex- 
cept that  carried  off  by  evaporation,  has  no  outlet  but  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  regions  in  the  south  inundated  by  it.  The  facts  presented  to 
the  eye  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the  river  with  a  bed  averaging  not 
more  than  a  mile  in  width  through,  the  lower  part  of  the  State,  and 
towards  its  outlet,  is  not  sufficient  to  carry  off  the  surplus  water  thus 
accumulated.  No  labored  calculation  of  the  amount  of  water  collected, 
and  of  the  capacity  of  the  river,  is  required  to  prove  this  truth — it  is  estab- 
lished in  heart-rending  evidences  of  the  sufferings  of  our  fellow-citizens 
4n  that  region.  The  questions,  then,  arise,  in  what  way  and  by  what 
means  shall  the  evil  be  abated?  The  old  system  of  leveeing  has  been 
found,  by  many  years  of  patient  trial,  to  be  insufficient,  and  in  adopting  a 
new  plan,  permanent  security  should  be  the  great  desideratum. 

In  considering  this  subject,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  State  of 
l-iouisiana  is  not  the  only  sufferer  from  this  undue  accumulation  of  water 
in  the  Mississippi.  Portions  of  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  Mississippi  are 
in  like  condition,  and  any  means  adopted  with  reference  to  Louisiana 
alone  must,  to  a  considerable  extent,  prove  abortive,  so  long  as  the  over- 
flow from  the  Mississippi  finds  its  way  through  the  States  above  to  the 
low  lands  of  that  State. 

The  first  suggestion  in  relation  to  this  matter  is  to  make  such  improve- 
ments in  the  bed  of  the  river  as  will  enable  it  to  discharge  the  greatest 
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amotint  of  water  in  the  least  time.  This  can  be  done,  after  a  careful 
survey  of  the  stream^  by  straightening  its.  channel,  commencing  at  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  working  upwards  as  far  as  necesssury.  This  would 
abridge  considerably^ the  length  of  the  stream,  increase  its  velocity  some- 
what, cause  it  to  deepen  its  channel,  keep  it  clearer  of  obstructions  than 
it  now  is,  and  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  the  abrasions  of  its  banks. 
Those  abrasions  are  now  chiefly  found  in  the  bends,  where  the  waters 
rushing  with  great  force  against  the  alluvial  shores  continually  wash  them 
away,  and  increase  the  evU  from  year  to  year. 

The  plan  heretofore  adopted  to  some  extent,  of  straightening  the  chan- 
nel of  the  river  at  certain  points  high  up  the  stream,  has  become  deserv- 
edly unpopular,  for  the  reason  that  this  partial  effort  only  removes  the  e^ 
from  one  point  to  throw  it  with  aggravated  force  and  effect  upon  anothei?. 
But  I  am  convinced  that  a  system  of  this  kind,  adopted  and  followed  put 
as  suggested,  would  tend  very  much  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  de- 
sired object,  and  that,  too,  without  so  materially  increasing  the  current  of 
the  river  as  to  interfere  injuriously  with  its  navigation. 

The  next  suggestion  is,  by  the  construction  of  levees  at  some  distance 
inland  from  the  margin  of  the  river,  of  such  breadth  of  base  and  top  that 
they  can  be  used  for  roads — the  elevation  to  depend  upon  the  necessities 
of  the  case.  By  using  these  levees  as  roads,  they  will  be  kept  constantly 
hard  and  compact,  and  any  injury  to  them  will  at  once  be  noticed  and  re* 
pairdd. 

The  present  levees  to  a  great  extent  are  found  to  be  insufficient,  and 
hence,  in  constructing  new  ones  the  best  plan  should  be  adopted,  and 
that  plan  should  be  uniform. 

The  third  suggestion,  and  that  which  would  obviate  the  necessity  of 
elevating  those  levees  above  a  very  moderate  height,  is,  to  open  the  natu- 
ral outlets  on  the  sides  of  the  river  which  have  been  closed  by  artificial 
means,  and  which,  before  being  so  closed,  acted  as  safety-valves  to  carry 
off  the  mass  of  water  that  now  inundates  the  country,  or  by  opening  new 
outlets  in  the  shape  of  canals  at  points  where  formations  can  be  found  of 
such  character  that  the  banks  will  not  be  subject  to  wash  or  abrasion. 

These  canals  should  be  cut  to  the  swamp,  and,  if  necessary,  their  sides 
could  be  leveed,  to  prevent  the  water  drained  by  them  from  spreading 
abroad  over  the  country.  Trenches  or  canals  should  also  be  cut  through 
the  lowest  parts  of  the  swamps  between  the  streams,  and  these  should  be 
connected  with  each  other,  and  with  the  bayous  and  sloughs  that  traverse 
the  country.  As  many  branches  or  outlets  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry 
off  the  surplus  water  of  the  river  could  thus  be  made  into  the  gulf,  and 
the  overflow  of  the  river  be  controlled  and  directed,  so  that  large  bodies 
of  land,  now  swampy  or  overflowed  even  at  dry  seasons,  would  be  re- 
claimed 5  and  an  invaluable  system  of  internal  communication  by  canals 
effected,  suflicient  to  convey  the  produce  of  every  plantation  to  market. 
It  is  true  ihat  these  improvements  will  be  expensive.  The  amount  of 
the  cost  I  have  not  attempted  to  calculate;  nor  can  it  be  done  with  any 
degree  of  accuracy  until  the  necessary  surveys  have  been  made.  It  has 
been  supposed  that  it  may  amount  to  six  or  ten  millions  of  dollars.  Ad- 
mitting that  it  will  cost  the  greater  sum,  or  even  double  that  amount,  the 
expense  would  be  of  no  consideration  in  comparison  to  the  benefits  that 
would  flow  from  it. 
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The  destruction  of  property  and  crops  this  season  by  the  overflow 
been  estimated  to  amount  to  five  or  seven  miUions  of  dollars,  a  recarr 
of  which  can  hereafter  be  pevented  by  these  improvements.  Mor 
about  three  or  four  millions  o(  acres  of  land  will  be  reclaimed,  ^ 
otherwise  would  continue  to  be  valueless.  These  lands  are  as  fruitful^ 
any  in  the  world,  and  by  proper  cultivation  would  yield  abundant  cnfi 
of  sugar  and  cotton — ^the  great  staples  of  the  South.  This  increase^ot 
these  articles,  according  to  the  laws  of  trade,  would  reduce  the  price  of 
them;^and  thus  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  would  be  so  Jff 
benefited. 

The  expense  of  jnaking  these  improvements,  as  already  stated,  will  be 
v^ry  heavy;  much  more  in  fact  than  can  be  realized  from  the  nmnificeot 
giant  made  by  Congress  to  aid  in  this  object,  however  liberally  that  grant 
may  be  construed.  The  balance  must  be  raised  by  taxing  the  inhabitants 
who  have  already  contributed  millions  for  this  purpose,  and  whose  meaitf 
have-  been  seriously  impaired  by  the  disasters  of  the  past  and  present 
years;  unless  Congress,  regarding  the  matter  in  its  true  light  as  one  of 
natiooal  importance,  should  further  extend  the  grant  for  this  purpose  so  as 
to  include  all  the  public  lands  in  the  State,  which,  in  view  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  I  respectfully  recommend. 

Th^  whole  question,  it  seems  to  me,  has  resolved  itself  into  the  aitenco- 
tive,  that  relief  must  be  speedily  extended,  or  the  low  lands  of  Louisiana 
abaiidoned.  The  latter  alternative  would  be  ruinous  to  thousands  Vho 
have  sp^nt  fortunes  in  purchasing  and  improving  those  lands;  and,  by  re- 
ducing  the  amount  of  the  annual  crop  of  sugar  and  cotton  .in  our  country, 
would  increase  the  price  of  those  articles,  compel  us  to  depend  for  the  de* 
ficiency  thus  caused  on  foreign  counuies,  and  prove  seriously  iucon- 
venient  to  a  great  number  of  our  citizens. 

The  State  of  Louisiana  has  within  itself  the  means  of  exhau^ess 
wealth.  With  a  soil  of  unbounded  and  inexhaustible  fertility,  it  has  one 
of  the  most  deUghtful  and  salubrious  climates  in  the  world,  despite  the 
consequences  of  these  overflows,  which  would  have  converted  most  odier 
countries  into  vast  burial  places. 

The  fervid  heat  of  the  summer  enables  its  citizens  to  enjoy  all  the  lux- 
uries and  delights  of  the  tropics;  and  yet  that  heat  is  so  moderated  by  the 
pevalence  of  cool  and  refireshing  breezes,  that  a  delightful  residence  can 
De  found  in  eLlmost  any  part  of  the  State.  With  the  improvements  now  re- 
quired, Ijouisiana  will  soon  become  one  of  the  first  States  of  the  Uniosi  in 
wealth,  population,  and  importance,  as  she  hfs  within  herself  all  the  ele- 
ments necessary  to  this  end. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted,  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  WILSON, 
Principal  Clerk  Swrpejfa. 

Hon.   J.  BOTTBRFIELD, 

Cwnmissioner  ^  the  General  Land  Office. 
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Ist&ssion,  No.  69. 


MESSAGE 

PROM 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITEB  STATES, 

UMLkTlVm  TO 

The  commerce  of  (he  port  of  Brazos  de  Sf.  lage. 


August  26,  1850. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  submitted  hy  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
tbe  31st  of  July  last,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  certain  informatioa 
in  relation  to  the  commerce,  &c.,  of  the  district  of  Brazos  St.  lago,  in^ 

MILLARD  FILLMORE- 
Washington,  August  24,  1850. 


TKEAStjRY  Department,  • 

August  23,  1850. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  reference  made  by  you  of  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  dated  the  31st  ultimo,  as  follows: 

^^Resolvedy  That  the  President  be  requested  to  ftirnish  the  Senate  withf 
the  following  information,  to  wit: 

'^  liist  of  vessels,  and  the  tonnage  of  the  same,  entered  at  the  district 
t)f  Brazos  St.  lago,  since  its  establishment  by  act  of  Congress: 

^*  Value  of  imports,  American  manufactures  and  productions;  foreign 
goods,  duties  paid,  and  goods  bonded;  specifying  the  quarterly  statements 
of  each  of  said  items: 

*  "  The  quantity  of  freight  shipped  (and  value  thereof)  to  the  Brazos 
St.  lago  and  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  each  respectively,  for  the 
public'  service,  since  the  termination  of  the  war  with  Mexico;  how  trans- 
ported or  conveyed  from  thence  to  the  several  military  posts  on  the  Rio 
Urande  and  near  it,  and  the  cost  of  such  transportation  or  conveyance  to 
tlie  government  to  the  several  posts  referred  to: 

<^  List  and  tonnage  of  the  steamboats  registered  and  navigating  the  Rio 
Grande:'' 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  communications  and  state- 
ments, as  embracing  all  the  information  whi^h  this  department  can  ftirnish 
or  has  been  able  to  procure  in  relation  to  the  several  matters  contained  in 
the  said  resolution: 
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First.  A  letter  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  statements 
numbered  one  to  nine^  inclusive,  and  prepared  from  the  latest  returns  re- 
ceived at  his  office,  comprehending  the  information  asked  for  in  the  first 
branch  of  the  resolution,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  tonnage  of  the 
steamboats  registered  and  navigating  the  RiO  Grande. 

Secondly.  A  conjmunication  addressed  to  this  department  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Quartermaster  General,  accom- 
panied by  statements  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  which  are  believed  to  contain 
ail  the  information  in  the  power  of  the  War  Department  to  aflford  in  refer- 
ence to  tiie  remaining  portion  of  the  resolution. 

Thirdly.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  statingthat  "no  public 
stores  of  any  kind  have  been  shipped  to  the  points  indicated  by  direction 
of  the  Navy  Department." 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  CORWIN, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

To  the  President. 


Treasury  Department, 

Register's  Office,  August  20,  I860, 

Sir:  1  have  (he  honor,  in  compliance  with  the  reference  to  this  office 
of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3 1st  ultimo,  to  transmit  the  following 
statements,  prepared  from  the  last  returns  received  from  the  collector  at 
Brazos  de  St.  lago,  viz: 

No.  1.  An  abstract  of  vessels  in  the  c6asting  trade,  entered  in  second 
quarter  of  1849. 

No.  2.  An  abstract  of  vessels  iii  the  coasting  tradey  entered  in  thin! 
quarter  of  1849. 

No.  3.  An  abstract  of  vessels  in  the  coasting  trade,  cleared  in  second 
quarter  of  1849. 

No.  4.  An  abstract  of  vessels  in  the  coasting  trade^  cleared  in  third 
quarter  of  1849. 

No.  5.  A  list  of  the  registered  and  enrolled  steam  vessels  belonging  \a 
the  district  of  Brazos  de  St.  lago  on  the  1st  of  January,  1850. 

No.  6.  A  statement  of  the  imports  into  the  said  district,  of  duties  re- 
ceived, and  of  merchandise  under  bond,  warehoused  for  re-exportation 
and  consumption,  in  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  1849,  and  first  quar- 
ter of  1850. 

No.  7.  A  statement  of  the  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  and  coasting 
trade  during  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  1849. 

No.  8.  A  statement  of  the  vessels  which  entered  from  foreign  countries 
during  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  1849;  and. 

No.  9.  A  statement  of  the  vessels  which  cleared  for  foreign  countries 
during  the  same  period. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

TOWNSEND  HAINES,  i?eo^/er. 

Hon.  Thomas  Oorwin, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaswy. 

The  collectors  are  not  required  by  law  to  make  returns  of  domestic 
goods,  either  imported  or  exported  coastwise. 
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No.  5. 


[69] 


Lut  of  tteam-vesads  belonging  to  the  nUsirici  of  BraxQ»  4b  Si.  logo  on  ihe 

Uiqf  January,  1850. 


Ni 


ToMttid96iiw. 


Colonel  CroM registered. 

Cotonel  Hunt do.... 

Yazoo •««.•...  enrolled .. 

Troy ».do.... 

Tom  Kirkman do. . .  • 


186  44 
314  86 
34  5 
117  68 
122  50 


Total. 


675  63 


NoTB. — ^The  above  is  extracted  from  the  last  retom  made  by  the  collector.  He  hae  been 
direeted  to  tranamit  abetracte  of  the  district  tonnage  for  the  let  and  3d  quarters  of  the  cuirent 
year. 

TavAivaT  I>BP&aTifBVT, 

RtgitUf'i  Qfiett  •^iVViC  30, 1850. 
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No.  6. 


A  staiemeni  exfiibiting  the  value  of  imports  into  the  district  of  Braznit 
St.  loffOy  the  amount  of  duties  received^  the  value  of  merchandise  uAr 
bond,  warehoused  for  re-exportcUion  and  consumption. 


Value  of  importfl  paying  duty 1 .3d  qoarter  1849 |7, 163 

Do...... ..do ,....4th  quarter  1849 9,438 

Do do..« Ut  quarter  1^50... 8,374 

Duties  received .,•••..».. 3d  quarter  1849 1,553 

Do 4th  quarter  1849 1,647 

Do lat  quarter  1850 , 697 

Merchandise  under  bond  wareboused  Sd  quarter  1849 ISO ,  439 

Do do do 3d  quarter  1849 137,779 

Do do do 4ih  quarter  1849 161,773 

Po*# do,,,*,...do...».lBt  quarter  1850,. ..»...*••»«  175,550 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


11 


[69] 


I 
v. 

I 

*  g. 
§ 


j2 


I 


I 


'S 


1 


^ 


i- 


& 


I 


1 


"3 

s 


H 


i 


I 


^  <<P  0«  Si  *A  «0  »5) 


-C*  G«  c«  el  ^  ^  ca  :o  lA  Y<« 


s 


).  o  o 


00       00 


o   .  o 

O   ^  o   w  O 


|g?8iJ|l|v 


i 


<  :& 


j 


I 

f 


I 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


[69] 


12 


OD 


'^        ft-fe 


8 
4 


1 


S 


33 

e>5 

SS8$ 

S 

^S 

SS 

s 

1 

li 

\ 

o 

I 


I 


I 


e 

.§ 

«> 

S 


I 

e 


I 


I 


al(3a 


as  ^  tl 

»  9  S  S 

O<oo8 


U 


till 


'2sa 


I  J 


! 

8 


tun 


11 


ss 


*1 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


18 


[60] 


I 

00 

I 


I 

S 


ss 

s 

sss$ 

s 

9S 

coco 

s 

gsssr: 

^ 

2s 

o 

s 


'So; 


1 

a 


goO 


I 


c 

s 


»! 


5^ 


1 


■8 

O 

6 

n 


o 
o 

•8 

CQ 


sa 


"SI 


0) 


.ss 


lif 

J3gS(3 


s 


-   *   2   M 

5  °  5  S 


•sjoo 


So 

CT3 


ill 


;l 


i 

s 

§ 


e 

i 


i 

o» 

00 


I 

•5 

§ 

3 

c 
S 

\ 

H 

8 


O*    C    C    G 
O   O   O 

0Q  CO  GO  33 


0 
1^ 


e«o>»o3 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


[6d] 


14 


War  Department, 

Washington,  August  23,  1850. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  die 
20ih  instant,  repealing  your  request  of  the  2d  for  such  informaiion  as  thb 
department  can  furnish  in  relation  to  the  quantity  and  value  of  freighl 
shipped  to  the  Brazos  San  lago  and  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  for  the 
public  service,  since  the  termination  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  with  other 
particulars  specified  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  31st  ultimo. 

The  report  herewith  enclosed  from  the  Quartermaster  General  oontaini 
the  information  desired,  except  as  to  the  supplies  for  the  medical  depart- 
ment. The  returns  of  these  not  being  at  hand,  and  as  the  quantity  is 
known  to  have  been  small,  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  delay  this  report 
further  for  an  item  of  so  little  importance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CONRAD, 
Secretary  of  War, 

Hon.  Tho.  ('ORwin, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Quartermaster  Gen-kral's  Office, 

Washington  Oiiyy  August  22,  1850. 

SiRt  In  reply  to  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  31st  ult 
preferred  to  this  office  on  the  2d  instant)  as  relates  to  the  quarternnasta's 
department)  requiringinformation  as  to  *Hhe  quantity  of  freight  shipped  (and 
the  value  thereof)  to  Brazos  San  lago  and  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande^ 
each  respectively,  for  the  public  service,  since  the  termination  of  the  war 
with  Mexico,  how  transported  or  conveyed  from  thence  to  the  military 
posts  on  the  Rio  Grande  and  near  it,  and  the  cost  of  such  transportation 
or  conveyance  to  the  military  posts  referred  to,"  1  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  the  supplies  for  the  posts  on  and  near  ike  Rio  Grande  are  shipped  to 
Brazos  San  lago  as  the  only  safe  harbor,  and  not  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river;  that  the  data  within  my  control  are  too  imperfect  to  enable  me  to 
state  with  perfect  accuracy  either  the  entire  quantity  of  stores  sent  to  the 
Brazos  or  tlieir  value;  but  the  accompanying  papers  A,  B,  and  C,  which 
I  submit  as  part  of  this  report,  are  as  close  an  Approximation  to  the  troUi 
as  is  now  possible,  and  sufficiently  so,  perhaps,  for  all  practical  purposes. 
A  exhibits  the    quartermasters'  stores,  camp    equipage, 

and  clothing,  shipped  to  that  port,  amounting  to  -    $294,230  96 

B  is  a  list  of  subsistence  stores,  amounting,  as  stated  by 

the  Commissary  General,  to       -  -  -  -         88,985  32 

C  exhibits  the  ordnance  stores,  stated  by  the  chief  of  the 

ordnance  corps  to  amount  to      •  •  -  -  11  W 


Amounting  altogether  to      -  -  -  -       383,227  28 

There  was  a  small  quantity  of  medical  supplies  sent  to  the  Brazos,  but 
the  Surgeon  General  can  give  neither  the  quantity  nor  the  cost  until  he 
obtains  a  report  from  New  Orleans,  which  I  understand  he  expecU  to 
receive  in  a  few  days. 
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A9  to  the  transportation  ot  conveyance  of  the  stofes  from  Brazos  San 
lago  to  the  posts  on  or  near  the  Rio  Grande,  and  the. cost  of  such  trans- 
portation or  conveyance^  I  have  to  state  that  the  transportation  is  accom- 
plished principally  by  public  means^  either  boats  or  wagons,  and  I  have 
no  means  at  hand  of  estimating  the  cost.     But  from  two  vouchers  in  the 
discounts  of  Major  Chapman,  I  find  that  he  paid  for  transporting  pork 
from  Brazos  to  Fort  Brown,  one  dollar  to  one  dollar  and  twelve  and  a 
half  cents  per  barrel;  for  flour,  bread,  rice,  beans,  coflee,  and  sngar,  sev- 
enty-five cents  per  barrel,  and  for  vinegar  seventy-five  to  ninety- three 
cents;  for  candles  fifteen  to  twenty  three  cents  per  box,  and  for  soap 
twenty-five  to  thirty-seven  and  a  half  cents  per  box;  and  the  Major  re- 
ports the  cost  of  transportation  from  Brazos  to  Rio  Grande  city  at  an 
average  of  one  dollar  per  barrel^  .and  thence  to  Laredo  at  seventy-five 
cents  per  barreU 

I  return  the  resolution  and  the  letters  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  be^  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

TH.  S.  JESUP, 

Quartermcuter  Oeneral, 
tlon.  Charles  M.  Conrad, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington  City  4 
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A. 


R€p{irt  of  quartermasters^  stores  and  ehthing  and  camp  and  gnnim 
equipage  received  at  Brazos  Santiago^  TexnSy  comm*  ndng  toith  tk 
termination  of  the  woTy  May  30,  1848^  and  ending  June  30^  1850,  intf 
the  vatue  of  the  same. 


Date. 


1848. 
Juue       1 


CtuMtermaiiera'  stores. 


12 
15 

16 


!7 
19 
SO 

31 
23 

24 

38 


30 


July       2 


5 

7 

14 

15 
17 

18 


Valae. 


4310  feet  dressed  yellow  pine,  24  pieces  osk  plank,  2  oak  Io(^, 
42  pieces  oak  plank,  30  ikXts  of  hay^  252  sacks  com,  820 

MCKB  Ohtd '. •  •  , 

4  taq^aulins ....•»•••. 

2  pine  logs,  70  bales  hay,  300  sacks  corn,  620  socks  oats 

100  bales  hay,  4  tarpaulins,  2  casks  of  blind  bridles 

1,000  sacks  oats  

500  barrels  coal,  1,600  sacks  oats,  900  sacks  corn,  79  bales  bay, 
3  tarpaulins • 

30  pieces  oak  plank,  100  bales  bay,  1,000  bags  oats,  2  boxes 

3U0  sacks  corn,  2  boxes  neck  straps,  1  box  tacks,  3S  buhdles 
sheathing  paper,  8  kegs  sheathir.g  nails,  10  coils  spun  yarn, 
1  box  stationery,  2  boxes  locks  and  tacks,  2  boxes  and  I  cask 
files,  1  box  needles,  1  cask  lanterns,  25  kegs  cut  nails,  24  bags 
wrought  naits,  10  kegs  spikes,  15  boxes  glass,  20  kegs  black 
paint,  159  kej^s  white  lead,  3  barrels  spirits  turpentine,  8  bar- 
rels sperm  oil,  5  barrels  paint  oil,  5,000  fire  bricks,  15  barrels 
lime,  293  fire  tiles,  60  boat  oafs,  1  box  sheepskins,  1  box 
horse  medicines. • ; ^ 

2  tarpaulins. • 

750  barrels  Pittsburg  coal,  111  bales  hey,  8  pieces  oak  plank ..... 

102  bales  hay,  2,400  sacks  oats,  4  yellow  pine  logs,  1,048  sacks 
corn,  1,000  sacks  oats,  21  boxes  wagon  covers,  70  kegi  white 
lead,  1  box  steel  squares,  1  box  beeswax. • < 

70  bales  bay,  2ii0  sacks  corn,  1,540  sack  oato,  4  pcUow  pine  logs  . 

64  bales  hay,  506  sacks  corn,  720  seeks  osts • . 

992  sacks  oats,  3  tarpaulins,  60  bales  bay,  500  barrels  Pittsburg 
coal,  15  pieces  oak  plank .*. 

2  surf  boats,  1  anchor,  2  painters,  ^  oan,  3  boat  hooks 

1,200  sacks  oats,  50  bales  hay,  2  tarpaulins,  343  wagon  tongues, 
147  coupling  poles,  1  small  box 

50  hales  hay,  432  sacks  com,  600  sacks  oats,  50  water  casks,  50 
pieces  oak  plank  . .  * ..*..... 

500  barrels  coal,  2  travelling  forges,  1  portable  forge,  99  tarpaulins, 
123  sheets  iron,  12  bundles  iron,  147  bars  iron,  1  barrel  cop- 
peras, 4,726  feet  oak.  plank,  100.  pieces  axletree  stuff,  420 
pieces  timber  for  spr  kea,  33  bundles  horse  and  mule  collars.  • . 

700  barrels  Piusburg  coal,  840  sacks  oais,  800  stirap  irons 

10  water  casks,  787  feel  yellowpine  plank,  252  feet  scantling,  2 
surf  boats,  2  painters,  25  oars,  3  b>at  hooks,  1  anchor 

500  sacks  oats,  500  sacks  corn,  60  ba'es  hay,  50,^)00  feet  inch  pine 
boards,  6  pieces  pine  timber,  10,000  feet  J-mch  pine  boards  . . . 

3,300  sacks  oats,  54  bales  hay 

2  grindstones,  1  mess  chest,  3  boxes,  700  barrels  Pittsburg  coal, 
50,000  feet  inch  pine  boards,  15  0(10  feet  J. inch  pine  boatds  .  • , 

30  barrels  charcoal,  11  water  casks,  2,030  sacks  oats,  30  coils  ropr, 
3  boxes  axes,  1  box  axe  handles , 

850  barrels  Pittsburg  coal 

1  ream  folio  post  paper,  1,000  sacks  oats,  500  sacks  com,  150 

bales  hay,  25  terpaulins ••• 

1,520  sacks  oats,  27  pieces  oak  plank,  50  bales  hay,  1,200  sacks 
oats,  28  pieces 2i-incb  oak  plank ...••• 


tl,6»72 

160  « 
^» 

1,131  n 


3,8S90 

70« 

648  S» 


9.9S1» 
1,444  « 

1,040  06 

1,214  « 

1,036  » 

1,893  51 
1,038  7* 


3.3118 
1,433  iV 

1,072:4 

1,819  58 
l,iW» 

l,347  5d 

l,74l« 

34dJ9 

S,49l« 
2,109  00 
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DOfl. 


C^aartennuten*  motet. 


Yftliie. 


1648- 
July     20 


91 
S2 
24 
26 
27 
30 
Aiiguit  1 
5 


7 
8 
10 
13 
13 
14 
16 
17 


21 

23 

31 

4 

5 
8 
13 
15 
17 
16 
28 
30 

1 
4 
5 


6 
20 


24 
25 
26 
31 
1 
4 


500  mekn  com,  1,160  aacks  oats,  62  piece*  2)-inch  oak  plank, 
700  aacke  oata,  395  aacka  corn,  8  cans  turpentine,  10  casks 
charcoal,  16  ke(^  wrought  spikes,  1  keg  Japan  Tarnish,  1  tin 
can  of  Japan  ▼arniab,  1  barrel  yellow  ochre,  40  ke^s  white 
lead,  50  barrels  lime,  5  kega  aaltpetre,  81  piecea  2{-inch  oak 

plank,  30  barrela  lime.... .••••••.... 

50  balea  hav,  1,160  sacka  oata,  9  tarpaulina • . , 

1 ,200  barrela  Pittaburg  coal,  25  piecea  2|-inch  oak  plank 


500  aacka  oata,  675  barrela  Pittaoui^  coal 

40  tarpaolina,  60  balea  hay 

2  tarpaulina •••••••• 

122  piecea  2i-inah  oak  plank 

40  balea  bay 

45JI9  feet  inch  boards 

5,009  feet  pine  scAntliog,  10,886  feet  oak  plank 

35  balea  hay,  1,639  aacka  oata 

25  tarrMiulina,  26  single  grate  bare,  30  double  grate  bare 

36,125  feet  inch  boards,  8,875  feet  weatherboarding 

300  barrels  lime,  45  bales  hay , 

26  pieces  3-inch  oak  plank 

33  pieces  oak  plank,  161  bales  hay,  104  grate  bars , 

38,178  feet  pine  boards 

20,779  feet  pine  boards,  3,875  feet  inch  boards,  8,870  feet  clear 

flooring,  6,555  feet  2-inch  plank,  20,000  shingles 

1,967  sacks  oc^ts • , 

42,419  feet  boards. , 

73  tarpaulins,  10  reels  packing  yam,  50  bales  hay 

600  barrels  Pittsburg  coal,  9  front  running  gear,  25  wagon 
bodies • 

60  balea  hay 

655  barrels  Pittsburg  ooal • • 

675 do 

755 do.. 

60  bales  hay,  1  box  stationery 

600  barrels  Pittsburg  coal.... • • 

1,250 do 

62,732  feet  scantling,  9,331  feet  boards,  12,000  feet  12  by  12  um- 
ber, 2,718  feet  flooring 

66  grate  bars,  50  bales  hay > 

700  barrels  Pittsburg  coal 

587  pieces  yellow  pine  scantling,  75  pieces  boards,  (aaaorted,)  259 
planka,  (assorted,)  20  bundles  shingles,  2  bundles  steel,  1  set 
pipe  boxes,  1  barrel  sweet  oil,  45  boxes  window  glass,  1  box 
measures,  45  shovels,  1  can  varnish,  2  boxes  harness,  1  box 
horse  medicines,  1  half-barrel  caster  oil,  5  blocks,  1  coil  rope. , 

1,302  barrets  Pittsburg  coal 

858 do 

961 do 

80  bales  hay,  25  coupling  poles 

858  barrels  Pittsburg  coal 

1,230 do 

33,521  feet  lumber. 

3,981  barrels  Pittsburg  coal • 

4,500  pounds  Manilla  rope,  2  large  screws,  4  treble  blocks 

7,140  forage  bags,  16  barrels  pitch,  8,838  pounds  iron,  3  jib  sails, 
1  foi«  sail,  5  fore  and  aft  sails,  200  pickaxes,  200  pickaxe 
handles,  22  pairs  blarksmiths'  bellows,  16  sets  saddler's  tools, 
38  croeo-cut  saws,  280  wagon  saddles,  26  horse  pblemes,  91 
grate  bars.  2,488  pounds  old  copper,  3,088  pounds  bolt  and 
rod  copper • • 

Doc— 2 


#2,466  26 

1,042  00 

517  00 

626  75 

1,780  00 

70  00 

122  00 

120  00 

457  19 

518  06 

1,252  30 

1,344  00 

675  00 

483  00 

26  00 

932  00 

572  62 

891  58 

1,376  90 

848  38 

2,775  00 

1,180  00 

144  00 

360  25 

371  25 

415  25 

994  00 

330  00 

687  50 

1,443  94 

414  00 

385  00 

890  40 

716  10 

471  90 

528  55 

965  00 

750  75 

1,076  95 

670  42 

3,483  37 

607  00 

8,968  14 
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Dali. 


C^uarttraiMten'  aiorak 


TaIu^* 


1848. 
Wot.       7 


10 
11 
16 
18 

20 

20 

33 

5W 

28 

29 

Dm.       2 

4 

5 

10 


13 

12 

14 

18 

19 

20 

31 

23 

83 

29 

30 

1649. 

Jan.        1 

3 


Feb. 


9 
13 
15 


18 
24 
29 
14 


1,448  feet  plank,  30,000  »binglei,  5  traTelling  forces,  49  black- 
smitba'  Tiee*,  6  blacluiniths'  bellow«»  1  aoFil,  43  bolta  cottoA 

duck  canTBaa,  8,000  bricka,  939  feet  white  oak  plank 

921  barrels  Pittaburg  coal,  &08  feet  white  oak  plank , 

803  feet  white  oak  plank /..•..••• « « •  •  • . 

110  balee  hay,  1,163  fire  tilea..... , 

774  barrela  Fittabuiff  coal ,••.. ••. 

635 do. 


10  stovea  with  ovena,  30  elbowa,  400  feet  atoTe  pipe,  9  pottnda 
wire,  30  balea  hay • 

601  gallons  Tamiah,  34|  gallons  copal  tarniah,  90  gallons  blaek 
Tarnish • ••••••••<•••• 

604  yokes  and  6  pairs  oz  bows«, •.•••..•• ••••.ii««. 

1,167  barrels  Pittsbai|;  coal • . 

1,000 ...do , 

500 do. 


1,106 do 

23  barrels  lime,  710  pounds  sheet  lead 

2,060  pounds  Manilla  rope,  1,211  pounds  cotton  packing  rope, 
3,382  pounds  tarred  rope,  10  pairs  blacksmiths*  bellows,  5  watar 
casks,  269  pounds  yellow  ochre,  14  barrels  lime,  20  globe  lan- 
terns, 324  pounds  green  paint,  1  hawser,  1  yawl  boat,  saiJa, 

Ac.,  2  boat  oars,  2  cisterns,  1  lot  tar  bucketa, * . , .. 

1,678  barrela  Pittsburg  coal «... 

40  bales  bay • • « , 

100  cords  wood. , 

887  barrels  Pittsburg  coal , 

661 do 


958 do 

1  cooking stoTe and  utensils •... ..••• 

20  stoTcs,  19  boxes  stoTe  pipe,  13  boxes  mule  hamesa.! 

873  barrels  Pittsburg  coal 

1 2  cypress  blocks ....,.• 

8 do , 


6  oak  planks .«• •«•. 

1,750  feet  oak  plank,  1,078  pounds  spun  yarn,  345  pounds  mar- 
line, 1,885  pounds  oakum,  44  bell-rope  lines,  88  pounds  lead 
lines,  31  lead  lines,  5S4  pounds  gasquet  paper,  284  pounds 
cotton  packing  rope,  605  pounds  Manilla  rope,  2  anchors,  649 
pounds  tarred  rope,  1  anchor  chain,  2  treble  blocks,  3  single 
blocks,  13  shoTels,  9  spades,  6  felling  axes,  (handled,)  10  ey- 
press  blocks *...... 

105,000  shingles,  2  boxes  stoir-pipe,  11  stOTes,  12  stOTca,  237} 
feet  stoTe-pipe,  10  pieces  copper  roof  pipe,  19  sheets  iron  for 
stoves.  13  ums.« ••....•• 

6  barrels  linseed  oil,  1  bundle  lampwick,  300  bales  hay,  43  boxes 
saddles,  5  coila  rope 

75  bales  hay,  1  package  stationery,  3  casks  butts  and  screws,  4 
bundles  buck  saws,  1  rake,  1  spade,  1  hoe.. , 

1  barrel  turpentine,  30  kega  white  lead,  13  kegs  black  lead,  30  rim 
locks,  13  paint  brushes,  13  large  flat  files,  17  rat-tail  files,  75 
3-flquare  files,  1  keg  potash,  48  sail  needles,  24  pack  needles, 
1  jackscrew,  5  boxes  window  glass,  50  pounds  red  lead,  100 
pounds  yellow  ochre .......••• • 

1  cooking-range .•• •••.....• • 

131  bales  hay,  1  lot  of  iron.,.. 

112  bales  hay,  190  bundles  ahiu^les 

1  lot  of  iron,  528  bnahela  oats,  fm  pounds  hoop  iron,  300  pounds 
round  iron,  300  pounds  square  iron..... • ...•• 

1  lot  iron,  aasorted,  300  sacks  oats,  35  wagon  tongues,  100  wagon 
spokes,  25  wagon  felloes,  35  coupling  poles,  10  wagon  hobs, 
2 bales  hay , «.,,, ,,,, 


18,733  48 

83619 

32  IS 

364  89 

677  2S 

5550 

346  3S 

969  95 

3,02360 

1,02119 

875  00 

437  50 

967  75 

99  75 

1,338  07 

3,090  00 

120  OB 

500  60 

1, 108  75 

836  SS 

1, 197  50 

35  00 

1,403  00 

1,09195 

13  00 

800 

300 


858  90 

889  75 

10,975  50 

303  00 


311  9S 

50  00 

S99  03 

498  56 

954  80 


S06O1 
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Dale. 


1649. 
Mirch    7 

10 


13 


Ctaartermattan*  vtonM. 


Yalue. 


16 
24 


24 

April      1 

2 

10 


12 
May       2 

June       6 

8 

14 


12 

20 


50  bondles  hay,  29,225  feet  pine  scantling,  2,534  feet  pine  plank, 
39,575  feet  pine  boards • . . , 

50  bundles  hay,  30,789  feet  scantling^,  assorted,  7,466  feet  plank, 
7,055  feet  boards,  29  boxes  dragoon  equipments,  50  boxes 
window  glasa,  1  box  Norfolk  latches,  100  window  sashes,  25 
bundles  hay 

2  boxes  bitts  and  tacks,  15  km  composition  nails,  5  kegs  com- 
position spikes,  119  bars  bolt  copper,  14  bundles  sheathing 
paper,  22  cases  copper,  32  kegs  wrought  spikes,  15  barrels 
attch,  3  reels  packing  yarn,  1  set  truss  hoops,  3  boxes  axes, 
Ac  ,  1  bundle  adze  handles,  50  bundles  hay,  536  bags  com, 
190  window  sashes , 

50  bundles  hay , 

2  tarpaulins,  10,000  feet  cypress  plank,  38,377  feet  lumber,  assorted 

540  bag4  com,  300  bags  oats,  25,000  l|-inch  flooring  boards, 
12,182  feet  white  pine  boards,  1,171 40-144  cubic  feet  oak  lum- 
ber, 20  oak  knees •  • , 

2  platform  scales,  2  counter  scales , 

500  bags  oat<i,  2  kegs  lath  nails,  36  grate  bars,  2  barrels  hair 

S0,00G  laths,  72,852  feet  assorted  lumber,  509  feet  oak  logs,  4,500 
feet  oak  plank,  1  cisrem,  19  bags  =  |19,000 

4  boxes  carpenters*  tools,  67  kcfs  white  lead,  dbc.,  3  boxes  paints, 

30  barrels  and  1  tierce  oil  and  turpentine,  2  half  barrels  var- 
nwh,  1  box  terra  de  sienna,  50  bundles  hay,  1,000  bags  oats, 
100  kegs  nails,  36  ofSce  chairs 

17,000  feet  white  pine  lumber,  10  008  feet  2-inch  pine  plank, 
25,000  feet  l|-mch  flooring  boards,  250  front  tpokes,  65 
window  frames,  872  98-144  feet  (cubic)  oak  Jomber 

10  bundles  bay,  4,097  feet  white  pine  boards,  35  window  frames, 
212  bags  com,  7&  panelled  doors,  30,010  feet  dressed  flooring 
boards,  1  pile-driver  complete,  50  grate  bars,  1  cog-wheel,  25 
bundles  hay,  1,000  bags  oats,  138  bags  com,  1  box  harness,  2 
boxes  tools,  Ac,j  1  box  band  instruments 

5  paulins,  6,007  feet  pine  scantling,  800  bags  oats,  1,131  bags 

corn,  75  bundles  hay 

5  paulins,  100  bundles  hay,  1,000  bagii  com,  1,400  bags  oats, 
4,100  feet  pine  scantKng 

469  bags  oats,  361  bundles  shingles,  865  bundles  laths,  1,782  feet 
pine  scantling,  50  barrels  lime,  7  banrels  hair 

159,463  shindies,  26,319  feet  assorted  pine  scantling 

11,7 10  feet  pme  scantling •. . . 

135  bundles  laths,  90  bundles  hay,  102  bundles  shingles 

35  palmetto  logs 

4  duck  paulins,  4,011  feet  scantling,  20  reels  packing  yarn,  1  bun- 
dle saws,  Ac.,  1  box  sundries,  2  cookine  stoves  complete,  13 
kegs  spikes,  2  boxes  spikes,  20  coils  Manilla  rope,  4  eliptic 
springs,  80  bundles  hay,  30  grate  bars,  2  boxes  blocks,  Ac, 
901  bags  com,  75^  bags  oats,  2  boxes  stationery 

110,000  in  specie,  1  small  package,  1  box  qaartermaeters'  stores, 
1  barrel  tallow,  3  wagon  covers,  25  cords  wood,  15  barrels 
plastering  hair,  15  kegs  nails,  85  kegs  spikes,  100  boxes  glass, 
40  kegs  wrought  spikes,  6  cooking  stoves,  2  coils  picket  rope, 
3  bales  halter  rope,  1  bundle  cotton  rope,  1  box  trowels,  Ac, 
1  bundle  lead  pipe,  1  box  stove-pipe,  Ac.,  10  boxes  saddles, 
Ac,  1,500  bags  oats,  300  bags  corn,  35  bundles  hay,  1  box 
blankeU,  13  water  casks,  2  cypress  cisterns,  49  horses,  3  pau- 


lins. 


160  bundles  shingles,  36,036  feet  pine  lumber,  31,888  feet  14-inch 
dressed  flooring  boards,  44,000  laths. 

44  boxes  horse  equipments. 

34  staves,  5  boxes  pipe,  1  box  files,  100  barrels  lime,  30  barrels 
cement,  47  paulins,  7  boxes  saddles,  Ac,  155  bundles  ahin- 
gles,  25hoi8es...« i*. ••• 


|1,312  67 
4,785  60 


5,049  18 

100  00 

1,062  40 


1,840  04 
115  00 
689  50 

20,465  63 


3,442  75 

2,517  55 

4,345  38 

2,376  24 

3,093  70 

1,302  43  . 
1,085  2T  ^ 

199  07 

514  50 
70  00 

3,914  77 


21,280  9» 

1,581  21 

7,920  00 


7,625  25 
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Date. 

1849. 
Sept.     27 
Oct.        3 


10 
9 


Not.       I 


Dec 


9 
99 

30 
22 


1850. 
Jan.      24 


Feb. 


14 

31 
6 

10 

14 


Ctaartermasten*  Morea. 


20 

24 

Maich    2 
6 


12 


1  box  gibs  and  braMea,  1  bundle  zioc 

700  bags  oats,  5,000  feet  white  pine  boards,  33,943  feet  l^inch 
dressed  flooring,  41,515  feet  scantling,  27,000  laths,  56,332  feel 
weatherboard ing,  24,000  laths 

10,206  feet  dressed  flooring,  21,292  feet  weatberboarding,  2,070 
feet  scantling 

14,740  feet  scantling,  15,000  laths,  32  coils  rope,  1  box  files,  Ac, 
10  barrels  oil,  10  kegs  wrought  spikrs,  8  bundles  round  iron, 
1  box  of  chain,  2  kedge  anchors,  12  bundles  cotton  canvass, 
200  window  fiames,  SO  pairs  window  sashes, .100  doors, and 
100  frames,  (door,)  1,511  feet  white  pine  boards,  2,700  feet 
white  pine  scantling,  160  feet  while  pine  scantling,  2,095  bags 
oats,  42  bundles  hay,  86  bundles  shingles,  2  tarpaulins.... 

49  bundles  hay,  4  duck  paulins,  740  bags  oats,  17,000  feet  white 
oak  plank,  1,000  feet  white  pine  plank^  1,000  feet  cedar  boards, 
6,000  feet  dressed  flooring  boards,  66  root  knees,  15  spruce 
and  4  yellow  pine  spars,  75  a&h  polea,  2  capstan  heads,  (iron,) 
1  spyglass,  1  mariner^s  compass,  1  barometer,  1  boxcflJl-skins 
dbc,  5  barrels  lard  oil,  2  kedge  anchors,  1  bundle  saddler'a 

tools « 

3  paulins,  2,340  bags  oats,  100  bundles  hay,  15  kegs  nails,  13,097 

feet  white  pine  scantling 

70,759  feet  lumber 

l,844i  feet  oak  lumber,  2  258|  feet  ssh  lumber,  1,781  feet  pine 
timber,  4  oak  knees,  520  bags  oats,  75  bundles  hay,  4  paulips 

25  kegs  pure  white  lead,  12  lamps,  1  box  brass  gibs,  2  bed-pLates 

150  bundles  hay,  2,946  feet  oak  plank,  4  low-pressure  gauge 
cocks,  1  main  shaft,  3  wrought  iron  bands,  1  crank,  1  cylinder 
head,  1  piston  and  follower,  1  brass  bush,  8,732  feet  li-ioch 
yellow  pine  plank,  717  bags  oats 

2,000  bags  com,  50  bundles  hay,  100  duck  paulins,  3,302 feet  pine 
plank  and  boards,  543  feet  while  oak  boards,  600  feet  white 
pine  boards,  8.254  feet  oak  plank,  16  root  knees 

2  kegs  brads,  1  barrel  turpentine,  1  bundle  foiks,  1  bundle  meas- 

ures, 1  barrel  alcahol,  7  coils  rope,  1  box  containing  a  lamp. .. 

2  paulins , 

1  bundle  spile-driving  implements,  1  spile-driver,  hammer,  and  3 

anchors,  22  barrels  lime < , 

300  sacks  corn,  1  960  sacks  oats,  4  paulins,  9,978  feet  white  pine 

plank,  50  bundles  hay , 

4  wagons,  1  bundle  water- bucket-,  6  boxes  horseshoes,  1  bundle 

crowbars,  1  box  harness,  6  boxes  glass,  2  desks,  1  table,  2 
wheell>arrows,  2  kegs  black  paint,  1  hand-cart,  1  dragoon  sad- 
dle, 1  blacksmith^s  anvil,  1  barrel  tallow,  1  box  axes,  2  boxes 
stationery,  1  bundle  mule  harness,  6  boxes  mule-shoes,  41 
kegs  nails,  1  iron  safe,  1  barrel  neatsfoot  oil,  1  tin  case,  1 
stone  jug,  4  kegs  white  lead,  3  coils  rope,  1  'bundle  scythe 
blades,  2  bundles  snaths,  1  grindstone,  4  bundles  spades,  3 
bundles  shovels,  1  bundle  wagon-whips,  1  bundle  leather.  2 
boxes  horse-shoe  nails,  1  bundle  wagon-bows,  1  jack-scrAr, 
1  saddle  and  bridle 

1  box  saddler's  thread,  100  kegs  nails,  5  barrels  turpentine,  1  cask 
locks,  dkc.,  100  bsrrels  lime,  1  bundle  chest^locks  and  bits... . , 

3,840  pounds  iron,  12  half-round  files,  12  small  flat  files,  36  flat 
files,  50  papers  saddler's  tacks,  25  papers  copper  tacks 

1  bundle  laropwlcks 

1  bundle  hammers,  Ac,  3  cotton  duck  paulins,  50  bundles  hav, 
1.100  bags  oats,  23  oak-root  knees,  92  pieces  white  oak  plank, 
10,000  feet  white  pine  plank,  (1|  inch,)  10,000  feet  white  pine 
boards,  (1  inch,)  4  paulinn,  1,150  bags  com,  120  bundles  hav. 

30  double  grate  bars,  4  paulins,  2,373  be^s  oats,  52  bundles  hay. . 
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DaiiB. 


Gtuarterauuiteni*  stores. 


Value. 


1850. 
Maich  10 
17 
16 


31 


April 


May 


fi6 
30 


16 
17 

32 
95 

4 

14 

37 


31 
June     10 


10 


17 
34 


3  aaddlea  and  bridles,  3  martingales 

56,550  feet  inch  yellow  pine  boards 

1  iraveHing  forge,  4  trace  chains,  1  vagon  whip,  "S  froes,  1  cooper's 
axe,  3  cold  chiseis,  3  punches,  1  pair  compasses,  1  cooper's 
brace,  18  cooper's  bits,  1  cooper's  adze 

45,043  feet  inch  pine  boards,  4  ambulance  springs,  18  stoves, 
(complete,  large,)  6  boxes  fixtures,  18  oral  boilers  and  36 
round  pots 

ld.sk..... •. 

50  shovels,  1  bundle  patent  riimelastic  packing,  30  reels  packing 
yam,  50  barrels  time,  1  barrel  cotton,  dbc,  30  sheets  boiler 
iron .' •••••••••4 

4,880  bags  oats,  153  bundles  hay,  1,000  feet  scantling,  100  feet 
inch  yellow  pine  boards,  500  feet  yellow  pine  scantlmg,  9  bun- 
dles corn  brooms,  1  can  Tarnish,  1  box  paints,  &c,  5  barrels 
neatsfoot  oil,  7  paulins,  6  boxes  stove-pipe,  dec 

68,787  feet  inch  yellow  pine  boards 

39  boxes  harness,  1  box  saddles,  Ac,  100  shovels,  3  saddler's 
horses,  3  boxes  locks,  bolts,  &e ,  3  bundles  lead  pipe. 

1  old  pitman,  8  pieces  copper  pipe 

3  boxes,  (steam  pump,  ^,)  16  pieces  copper  pipe 

50  barrels  lime • 

3  boxes  latches,  rivets,  dkc,  3  hogsheads  and  1  barrel  charcoal, 
3,400  sacks  oats,  3  482  feet  oak  plank     

1  coil  Manilla  rope,  (330  pounds) 

1  box  blankets,  tablecloths,  ^.,  3  kees  copper  nails,  6  kegs  white 
lead,  4  barrels  linseed  oil,  4  barrels  spirits  turpentine,  50  coils 
Manilla  rope,  3  casks  sheaves  and  blocks,  1  box  crockery,  1 
barrel  machinery,  1  bottle  quicksilver,  1  brass  pump,  1  brass 
bucket,  3  braes  valves  and  stems,  1  wrought  iron  valve,  stem, 

and  arms • «  ....... 

i  10  horses.... « 

8  composition  rudder  braces  and  pintles,  4  composition  rudder 
biaoes  and  pintles,  3,000  fire  bricks,  3  mnsts,  37  coils  rope,  3 
barrels  Spanish  whiting,  3  cans  varnish,  1  box  putty,  30  boxes 
window  glass,  7  kegs  white  lead,  4  large  tin  cans,  8  casks 
butts,  Ac.,  75  hickory  axletrees,  35  wagon  hubs « . . . . 

100  bags  bkn,  13  hogsheads  charcoal,  13  office  chairs,  11  squares 
of  slates,  40,684  feet  scantling,  130  bundles  shingles,  300  fel- 
loes, 100  pairs  window  sashes,  36  buckets,  1  cast  iron  pump, 
eomplete,  1  bundle  lead  pipe,  5  bundles  bolt  copper,  1  box  cop- 
per nails  and  washers .  • . « < 

8  barrels  tallow,  37  kegs  painta,  100  barrels  oil,  5  barrels  spirits 
of  turpentine,  33  bundles  brooms,  3  boxes  brushes,  paints,  ^. , 

63  bars  flat  iron,  360  pounds  rod  iron 

8  barrels  tallow,  30  bolts  canvass,  1  box  brushes,  1  keg  varnish, 
31  coils  rope,  1  box  stationery 


31  00 
48  35 


366  90 


1,145  64 
350 


334  50 


6,003  30 
1,031  85 

3,330  50 

300 

10  00 

63  50 

3,650  38 
3d  60 


868  00 
1,000  00 


1,095  70 


1,443  31 

3,371  50 
18i  00 

576  95 


383,635  63 
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Date. 


1848, 
July  1,  to 
Au^mt  7, 

1850. 


Clothing,  and  cunp  «n4  ganuoii  e^ m'page. 


114  wool  jackets,  private,  dragooo .  •  •  • »» 

342  cotton  overallB. •••••do •■ 

S  guidons do 

944  saddle  blankets do 

132  nose  bags ulo , » 

133  horee  brashes do 

133  iron  combs do • 

132  cunycoDibs do »». 

244  saddles,  cosaplete,  344  bridles,  complete,  (dragoon)*, 
308  spurs  and  straps,  (pairs  of) » ulo. . • . 

60  fatifue  frocks Ao.  •  • . 

1  sash,  2  sergeants  wool*  overalls,  ordnance 

60  cotton  jackets,  private,  artillery.  ....••••..•••••... 
13  sergeants*  wool  jackets,  light  artillery ••( 

3  trampets 

1  storm  da«r «., 

1  garrison  flag  and  halyards.... » •«• 

10  fifes. 

1  drum  snares... ••... 

4iron  pots...» • ».'...»»•••.••. 

800  bootees » •••.. 

130  cotton  shirts ..••••• 


ValM. 


1»158 
10  CO 

S49  00 

91 » 

71  Mi 

9  76 

21  9S 

7,390  01 

3S3  30 
3870 

99  90 

40  74 

19  00 

1176 

37  94 

500 

175 

480 

1,456  00 

53  00 


lt,605  34i 


RECAPITULATIOK. 

Clnartennaster*8  stores |383, 635  63 

Clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage 10,605  84| 

^4^230  96i 

ClVARnftMASTBR  OjEITERALI*  OfFICB, 

WoMngm  Ct<x,.%iMt83, 1850. 
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Ordnancb  Department, 

Washington^  August  Z,  1850. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  date,  asking  what  quantity  oi 
supplies  belonging  to  this  department,  with  the  value  thereof,  has  been 
sent  to  the  Brazos  Santiago  and  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  since  the  30th 
of  May,  1848, 1  reply  that  I  can  find  nothing  ordered  to  thoise  points, 
except  two  barrels  of  coal  tar  in  September,  I8I85  value  $11. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  TALCOTT, 
Brevet  Brigadier  General^  Colonel  of  Ordnance. 
Major  General  Jesup, 

Quartermaster  General, 


Navy  Department, 

August  3,  1850. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
2d  instant,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  under  date 
of  the  31st  ultimo,  and  calling  my  attention  to  "that  portion  of  it  having 
reference  to  "  freight  shipped  (and  the  value  thereof)  to  the  Brazos  St. 
lago  and  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  for  the  public  service." 

The  subject  has  been  referred  to  the  several  bureaux  of  this  depart- 
ment, the  respective  chiefs  of  which  report  that  no  public  stores  of  any 
kind  have  been  shipped  to  the  points  above  indicated  by  direction  of 
the  Navy  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  A.  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  Thomas  Corwin, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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31st  Congress,  4;SENATE.]  Ex.  Doc; 

Isi  Session.  No.  70. 


REPORT 

or 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

IN  ANSWER  TO 

A  resolution  ojT  the  Senate  relative  to  the  Hot  springs  of  Arkanstu. 


June  26, 1850. 
Referred  to  the  CoaimHtee  on  Public  Lands. 

September  %  1 850. 
Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

Washingtony  June  24, 1860. 

Sir:  On  the  4th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Senate  on  the. 3d  instant,  in  the  following  words,  viz: 

^^Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be  directed  to  commnni- 
cate  to  the  Senate  the  information  possessed  by,  or  properly  within  the 
scope  of,  his  department,  in  relation  to  the  a^lications  of  private  claimants 
to  the  Hot  springs  of  Arkansas,  ar  any  portion  of  the  four  sections  of  land 
sunounding  those  springs,  reserved  from  sale  since  April  20, 1832,  to- 
gether with  the  action  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  of  any  other  of  the 
executive  departments,  in  relation  to  such  applications." 

In  compliance  with  this  resolution,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
with a  copyof  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
dated  the  10th  instant^  and  copies  of  all  letters  and  papers  on  file  in  that 
office  touching  the  subject  of  claims  to  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas,  and 
which,  it  is  believed,  contain  all  tiie  information  on  the  subject  in  posses- 
sion of  the  executive  departments. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  EWING,  Secretary. 

Hon.  Millard  Fillmore, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


General  Land  Oppice> 
June  10,  1850. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  a  copy  of  the  following: 
resolution,  adopted  on  the  3d  instant  by  the  Senate  et  the  United  States, 
to  wit: 
^* Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be  directed  taGommuni>- 
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cate  to  the  Senate  the  infonnation  possessed  by,  or  properly  -within  the 
scope  of,  his  department,  in  relation  to  the  applications  of  private  claimants 
to  the  Hot  springs  of  Arkansas,  or  any  portion  of  the  four  sections  of  land 
surrounding  those  springs,  reserved  from,  sale  since  April  20,  1832^  to- 
gether with  the  action  of  the  General  Land  Otfice,  and  of  any  other  of  the 
executive  departments,  in  relation  to  such  applications." 

Pursuant  to  your  instructions  in  reference  to  this  resolution,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit,  that  from  the  records  and  files  of  this  office  the  follow- 
ingappears: 

That,  on  the  26th  of  November,  1818,  the  recorder  of  land  titles  at  Su 
Louis,  Missouri,  issued  to  Ptands  Langlois  a  New  Madrid  location  cer- 
tificate. No.  467,  for  200  arpens  =  170-,'/^  acres,  pursuant  to  the  act  of 
Congress,  approved  February  17, 1815,  entitled  ^^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
inhabitaHts  of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  TerritoiV; 
who  suffered  by  earthquakes/'  that,  on  the  27th  of  January,  1819,  S.  Ham- 
mond and  Elias  Rector  applied  to  General  William  Rector,  surveyor,  &c.,of 
the  public  lands  for  the  State  of  Illinois  and  Territory  of  Missouri,  **for"  the 
entry,  or  donation,  of  200  arpens  of  land  to  satisfy  ^*the  aforesaid  New 
Madrid  certificate,  ^o.  467,"  to  be  surveyed  in  a  square  tract,  the  lines 
of  which  to  be  corresponding  with  the  cardinal  points,  and  to  include  the 
Hot  springs  (so  called)  upon  the  waters  of  Ouachita  river,  south  of  the 
riv*:  Arkansas,  the  said  spiings  to  be  as  near  the  centre  of  the  square  as 
circumstances  will  admit;  ^^at  the  same  time  reques^ting  an  order  of  sur- 
vey;" agreeably  to  this  notice,  **the  springs  so  to  be  included,"  being 
"those*  generally  known  as  the  largest  and  most  resorted  to  upon  that 
river;"  that,  under  date  February  28,  1838,  a  return  of  survey  was  made 
by  John  C.  Hale,  as  deputy  surveyor  of  the  aforesaid  location,  which,  from 
the  plat  in  this  office,  approved  by  Surveyor  General  Cross  on  the  30th  of 
April,  1838,  is  represented  to  cover  portions  of  the  northeast  and  southeast 
quarters  of  section  32,  and  of  the  northwest  and  southwest  quarters  of 
section  33,  in  township  2  south,  of  range  19  west  of  the  fifth  principal  meri- 
dian,  Arkansas;  that,  with  a  letter  of  the  22d  June,  1838,  Henry  M.  Rector, 
esq.,  transmitted  to  this  office  a  patent  certificate,  No.  435,  dated  June  16, 
1838,  in  favor  of  Francis  Langlois,  with  a  return  of  Hall's  survey,  cover- 
ing the  Hot  springs;  but  no  final  decision  on  the  matter  Avas  had  by  this 
office  in  1838,  as  the  copy  of  the  said  survey  did  not  exhibit  its  connexions 
with  the  contiguous  publia  5urve5''s,  and  a  caveat  had  been  filed  in  behalf 
of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  John  Perciful,  deceased,  claiming  the  land  by 
pre-emption.     It  appears,  also,  that  by  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  April  20,  1832,  entitled  ^*An  act  authorizing  the  governor 
of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  lease  the  salt  springs  in  said  Territory, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  it  is  declared  ^'that  the  Hot  springs  in  said  Ter- 
ritory, together  with  four  sections  of  land,  including  said  springs,  as  near 
the  centre  thereof  as  may  be,  shall  be  reserved  for  the  future  disposal  of 
the  United  States,  and  shall  not  be  entered,  located,  or  appropriated  for 
any  other  purpose  whatever;  and,  accordingljr,  this,  reservation  was  fully 
laid  down  in  the  township  plat  dated  April  30,  1838,  as  returned  to  this 
office  by  the  surveyor  general. 

In  1H39  the  question  as  to  the  validity  of  certain  New  Madrid  location^;, 
under  the  act  of  February  17,  1815,  south  of  the  Arkansas  river,  and  in 
the  section  of  country  ceded  by  the  Quapaws  in  1818,  was  brought  before 
this  office,  and  on  the  18th  of  September,  1839,  it  was  decided  that  such 
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locations  were  void,  upon  the  ground  that  they  were  not  on  lands  the 
sale  of  which  was  authorized  by  law  at  the  date  of  said  act  of  February 
17, 1815. 

The  location  of  the  Langlois  claim  on  the  Hot  springs,  being  in  the 
Quapaw  cession,  was  held  by  this  office  to  be  invalid  under  the  decision 
alluded  to,  and  Mr,  Rector  was  advised  accordingly,  under  date  of  Decem- 
ber 30, 1841. 

Subsequently,  however.  Congress  passed  an  act,  which  was  approved 
March  1,  1843,  entitled  <^An  act  to  perfect  the  titles  to  lands  south  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  held  under  New  Madrid  locations  and  pre-emption  rights 
under  the  act  of  1814." 

The  first  section  of  this  act  declares  that  the  locations  ^^heretofore  made 
of  warrants  issued"  under  the  act  of  February  17,  1815,  **of  those  loca- 
tions which  were  made  on  the  south  side  of  the  Arkansas  river,  if  made 
in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  that  act  in  other  respects,  shall  be  per- 
fected into  grants  in  like  manner  as  if  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands  on  the 
south  side  of  said  river  had  been  completely  extinguished  at  the  time  of 
the  passage  of  said  act," 

The  second  section  of  that  act  provided  for  cases  where  such  locations 
south  of  the  river  may  have  been  sold,  by  allowing  a  right  to  enter  else- 
where within  a  limited  time.  The  third  section  declares  every  settler 
south  of  the  river  entided  to  the  benefits  accruing  under  the  pre-emption 
act  of  1814,  "as  though  they  had  resided  north  of  the  river;"  and  the 
.  fourth  and  last  section  provides  for  the  confirmation  of  Cherokee  pre-emp- 
tions. 

In  1843  Governor  J.  S.  Conway  brought  this  act  to  the  notice  of  the 
General  Liand  Office,  and  applied  for  a  patent,  to  issue  under  its  provisions, 
for  the  Langlois  location  of  the  Hot  springs. 

On  the  1st  March,  1843,  Commissioner  Blake  decided  against  his  ap- 
plication, and  held  that  ''the  act  of  1832  has  imposed  such  a  restraint, 
by  reservation  of  these  springs,  as  to  exclude  them  from  the  operation  of 
the  act/'  and  ''on  this  ground"  declared  that  Governor  Conway's  appli- 
cation *'cannotbe  complied  with,"  <fcc. 

On  the  8th  May,  1848,  Commissioner  Young  rendered  a  decision  against 
the  validity  of  the  location,  and  on  the  26th  Januarj'-,  1849,  Mr.  Rector 
asked  for  an  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  case  under 
that  date  was  laid  before  that  officer. 

Under  date  27th  February,  1849,  Mr.  Secretary  Walker  referred  the  mat- 
ter to  Attorney  General  Toucey,  stating  that  "after  some  examination  of 
the  subject,  and  especially  the  acts  ot  1815,  1827,1832,  and  1843,  he 
could  not  concur  in  the  views  of  the  Commissioner,  &c.,  and  "not  having 
time  to  give  to  the  subject  that  complete  and  thorough  investigation  which 
its  importance  demt^nds,"  he  referred  "the  questions  involved  for"  the 
Attorney  General's  "decision." 

.  By  a  communication  of  the  26th  April,  1850,  the  Hon.  S.  Borland,  in  behalf 
of  the  agent  of  Granraont  Filhiol,  drew  the  attention  of  the  General  Land 
Office  to.  the  existence  of  a  Spanish  grant  to  the  Hot  springs,  and  applied 
for  time  for  the  preparation  and  presentation  of  the  claim.  To  that  ap- 
plication it  was  replied  that  this  office  had  no  evidence  that  the  Spanish 
claim  had  ever  been  filed  before  a  board  of  United  States  commissioners, 
or  otherwise  legally  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  government,  but  that,  on 
flie  contrary,  we  had  letters  here,  dated  in  1839,  from  (he  surveyors  general 
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at  St.  Louis  and  Little  Rock,  that  there  is  no  evidence  on  their  files  of 
such  a  grant;  adding,  that  where  a  grant  has  not  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  government,  in  the  manner  aihided  to,  this  office  has  no 
power  to  take  cognizance  of  it,  whatever  may  be  its  character. 

The  matter, however,  was  laid  before  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
for  such  directions  as  he  might  be  pleased  to  give  touching  Mr*  Borland's 
application  in  behalf  of  the  agent  of  PilhioL 

On  the  29th  April,  1860,  the  Attorney  General  rendered  his  opinion  that 
a  patent  should  issue  for  the  Langlois  New  Madrid  claim;  but,  in  conse- 
quence of  caveats  having  been  filed  in  behalf  of  adverse  claims,  all  further 
proceedings  in  the  New  Madrid  case  have  been  held  in  suspense,  pursuant 
to  instructions  dated  the  7th  May,  1850, of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

On  the  20th  April,  1839,  the  register  and  receiver  at  Washington, Ar- 
kansas, were  addressed  on  the  subject  of  the  pre-emption  claim  under  act  of 
12th  April,  1814,  of  Sarah  Perciful  and  Daniel  Perciful,asheirsof  John  Perci- 
ful  to  this  land,  certified  copies  of  the  proof  in  that  case  having  been  trans- 
mitted to  this  office,  showing  the  rejection  by  those  officers  of  that  claim, 
on  the  27th  September,  183§,  upon  the  ground  of  the  oecupation  of  the 
land  by  the  New  Madrid  location  of  Langlois.  This  rejection  of  the  claim 
was  approved,  but  upon  different  grounds,  to  wit:  that  the  land  being 
Indian  land  until  afler  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  by  the  Qua* 
paw  treaty  of  24th  August,  1818,  could  not  have  been  the  subject  of  grant  by 

Ere-emption  founded  on  a  law  more  than  four  years  prior  in  date,  and  which 
ad  reference  alone  to  then  existing  settlements  on ptUdic  land. 

On  the  18th  of  November,  1841 ,  Lawson  Runyon  presented  to  lhi$ 
office  the  testimony  which  had  been  filed  at  the  district  land  office  in  re- 
lation to  the  pre-emption  claim  of  Ludovicus  Belding,  (or  Lydia  Balding) 
under  the  act  of  29th  May,  1830,  and  having  called  the  attention  of  this 
office  to  the  same  on  the  23d  May,  1842,  he  was  advised  on  the  24th 
June,  1842,  that  in  consequence  of  the  reservation  of  the  land  by  the  act 
of  20th  April,  1832,  no  claims  of  any  description  could  be  entertained  by 
this  office  on  the  subject,  it  regarding  the  reservation  by  said  law  made 
prior  to  the  survey  of  the  land,  and  of  course  before  the  party  could  prove 
up  and  pay  for  the  land,  as  virtually  repealing  the  pre-emption  privfleges 
of  the  act  of  1830  as  applicable  to  the  land  referred  to. 

On  the  29th  April,  1843,  certain  affidavits  adverse  to  Perciful's  claim 
were  filed  by  H.  M.  Rector;  and  on  the  4th  December,  1843,  the  Hon. 
Edward  Cross  filed  affidavits  in  its  further  support. 

On  the  23d  December,  1813,  a  claim  in  the  names  of  William  Davis 
and  Mary  Davis,  late  Mary  Fulsom,  under  the  act  of  12th  April,  1814, 
was  presented  by  Lawson  Runyon, an  reference  to  which  he  was  advised 
on  the  11th  January,  1844,  that  no  examination  had  be^n  made  thereof 
with  a  view  to  any  action,  he  having  been  made  aware  by  previous  cor- 
respondence that  this  office  would  entertain  no  claims  of  individuals  for 
the  land  in  question,  but  that,  according  to  his  request,  the  papers  would 
be  placed  on  file  here  with  others  relating  to  the  same  subject. 

On  the  29th  February,  1844,  a  report  was  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  relation  to  all  the  claims  to  this  land. 

J.  W.  Breedlove,  esq.,  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Belding,  filed  on  the  30th  of 
March,  1844,  certain  papers  in  relation  to  her  claim. 

On  the  6th  June,  1844,  information  was  given  to  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the 
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claims  to  this  land,  and  various  other  letters  in  reference  to  the  pre-emp- 
tion claims  were  addressed  to  this  office  and  replies  given,  (which  will  be 
found  herewith;  and  specially  referred  to  in  the  accompanying  schedule,) 
repeating  the  action  previously  had,  and  adhering  thereto. 

Subsequent ,to  the  recent  decision  by  yourself,  under  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral's opinion,  tne  efforts  of  the  claimant,  Lydia  Belding,  under  the  act 
of  1830,  were  renewed;  and  further  action  on  the  case  having  been  siw- 
pended  by  your  orders  until  she  could  be  heard,  I  had  the  honor  to  en- 
close you,  on  the  29th  May  last,  an  argument  of  her  counsel  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  here  the  case  rested  until  the  receipt  of  your  last  letter  enclosing 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  under  the  requisitions  of  which  the  present 
report  is  made.  Copies  of  all  the  material  papers  and  records,  with  cer- 
tain printed  documents  as  described  in  the  schedules  A  and  B,  are  here- 
with sent,  in  compliance  with  your  directions. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BUTTERPIELD,  Oomfnissioner. 

Hon«  Thomas  Ewino, 

'  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 


tSchedule  of  papers  ojccompanying  Commissioner's  report  of  June  10, 1S50, 
respedHng  the  New  Madrid  claim  to  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas. 

1.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  June  22,  1848,  from  Mr.  Rector  to  Commis- 

sioner, with  patent  certificate  and  plat  of  the  New  Madrid  loca- 
tion of  Francis  Lang^ois. 

2.  Copy  of  patent  certificate  No.  435  for  the  Langlois  location. 

3.  Copy  of  plat  of  survey. 

4.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  June  25, 1838,  firom  J.  W.  Cocke  to  Conmiis- 

sioner. 
5*  Copy  of  letter,  dated  June  28, 1838,  in  behalf  of  heirs  of  Percival, 
to  Commissioner. 

6.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  September  12, 1838,  from  Mr.  Rector  to  Com- 

missioner. 

7.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  September  14, 1839,  from  W.  B.  Hawkins  to 

Commissioner. 

8.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  October  16,  1838,  from  Commissioner  to  Mr. 

Rector. 

9.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  December  16, 1838,  from  Mr.  Rector  to  Com- 

missioner. 

10.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  February  26, 1839,  fiwm  Mr.  Rector  to  Com- 

missioner. 

11.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  May  25,  1839,  from  Mr.  Rector  to  Conunis- 

sioner,  with 

12.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  May  25, 1839,  from  surveyor  general,  St.  Louis, 

Missouri,  to  Mr.  Rector. 
13-  Copy  of  letter,  dated  June  26,  1839,  from  surveyor  general,  Little 
Rock^  to  Commissioner- 
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14.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  jfuly  5,  1839,  from  J.  A.  Sabin  to  Commis- 

sioner. 

15.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  July  31,  1839,  from  Commissioner  to  J.  A. 

Sabin.  . 

16.  Copy  of  a  transcript  of  a  letter,  dated  October  8,  1839,  from  Mr. 

Rector  to  F.  S.  Key. 
Yl.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  December  3,  1839,  from  Commissioner  to  P. 
S.  Key. 

18.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  November  30, 1841,  from  Mr.  Rector  to  Com- 

missioner, with  copies  of  notes  at  General  Land  Office. 

19.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  December  30,  1841,  from  Commissioner  to  Mr. 

Rector. 

20.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  March  25,  1842,  from  J.  S.  Conway  to  Com- 

missioner. 

21.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  February  28,  1843,  from  Mr.  Sevier  to  Com- 

missioner. 

22.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  March  1,  1843,  from  ComipissioDer  to  Mr. 

Conway. 
.  23.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  March  4,  1845,  from  Mr.  Rector  to  Commis- 
sioner. 

24.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  March  31, 1845,  from  Mr.  Pelham  to  Commis- 

sioner. 

25.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  April   14,  1845,  from  Conunissioner  to  Mr. 

Rector.  » 

26.  Copy  of  letter^  dated  April  23, 1845,  from  Mr.  Rector  ^  Commis- 

sioner. 

27.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  May  14,  1845,  from  Commissioner  to  Mr. 

Rector. 

28.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  May  28,  1845,  from  Mr.  Rector  to  Commis- 

sioner. 

29.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  July  5,   1845,  from  Commissioner   to   Mr. 

Rector. 

30.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  July  6, 1845,  from  Commissioner  to  Solicitor 

of  the  Treasury. 

31.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  September  18,  1847,  from  A.  Proniewski  to 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

32.  Copy  of  reply,  dated  October  13, 1847,  from  Commissioner  Genefal 

Land  Office. 

33.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  February  14, 1848,  from  Hon,  R.  W.  Johnson 

to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

34.  Copy  of  Commissioner  Young's  decision,  dated  May  8, 1848,  in  the 

Langlois  location. 

35.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  January  8,  1849,  from  Commissioner  to  Mr. 

Rector. 

36.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  January  25,  1849,  from  same  to  same. 

37.  Printed  argument,  dated  January  15,  1 849,  from  Mr.  Rector. 

38.  Printed  opinion  of  Richard  S.  Coxe  on  New  Madrid  claim  south  of 

Arkansas  river. 

39.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  January  26,  1849,  from  Mr.  Rector  to  Commis- 

sioner. 

40.  Communication,  dated  January  26,  1849,  from  Commissioner  to 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  submitting  Mr.  Rector's  appeal 
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41.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  January  29, 1849,  from  Mr.  Rector  to  Mr.  Poote. 

42.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  February  1, 1849,  from  same  to  same. 

43.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  February  14,  1849,  from  Mr.  Sebastian  to  Mr. 

Rector. 

44.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  February  14,  1849,  from  Commissioner  to  Mr. 

Rector. 

45.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  February  15, 1849,  from  Mr.  Rector  to  Secre- 

tary of  the  Treasury. 

46.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  February  15,  1849,  from  same  to  same. 

47.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  February  27,  1849,  from  Secretary  of  Treasury 

to  Attorney  General. 

48.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  November  3,  1849,  from  Commissioner  to  Hon. 

Reverdy  Johnson,  accompanied  by  copies  of  letters  therein 
referred  to. 

49.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  January  13,  1849,  from  Hon.  S.  Borland  to 

Commissioner. 

50.  Copy  of  letter,  .dated  January  18, 1849,  from  same  to  same. — (See 

No.  36  in  reference  to  this.) 

51.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  April  26,  1850,  from  same  to  same. 

52.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  April  29,  1850,  from  General  Land  Office  to 

Mr.  Borland. 

53.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  April  29,  1850,  from  General  Land  Office  to 

Secretary  of  Interior. 
64.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  May  3,  1850,  from  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
enclosing 

56.  Transcript,  of  which  there  is  a  copy  herewith,  dated  April  29, 1850, 

of  Attorney  General's  opinion. 
66.  Copy,  dated  May  7, 1850,  from  Secretary  of  Interior,  ordering  pro- 
ceedings to  be  suspended. 

57.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  May  16,  1850,  from  Hon.  Solon  Borland,  with 

58.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  May  3,  1850,  from  Roswell  Beebe. 

59.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  May  21, 1850,  from  Commissioner  to  Hon.  S. 

Borland. 

60.  Copy  of  letter,  dated  May  21, 1850,  from  Commissioner  to  Secretary 

of  Interior. 

61.  Diagram,  from  township  plat,  exhibiting  New  Madrid  location  of  the 

Hot  springs  and  the  reservation  of  four  sections  around  them. 

General  Land  Office,  June  10,  1850. 


No.  1. 


St.  Louib,  June  22,  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  The  enclosed  documents  are  those  necessary  for  the  issuing 
of  patents  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  original  claimants.  There 
seem  to  be  some  omissions  by  the  surveyor  general,  to  wit:  the  number 
of  survey  and  the  township  and  range  of  the  Langlois  tract;  this  claim 
being  located  previous  to  the  making  of  the  public  surveys,  may  render  it 
unnecessary  to  state  the  numbers,  as  they  will  be  shown  by  reference  to  the 
plat  of  the  township  on  which  such  location  appears,  as  per  reference  to 
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township  2  south,  Tange  19  west  of  the  fifth  principal  meridiaii,  T\» 
numbers  of  each,  as  you  will  discover,  have  been  procured  fix)m  the  sur- 
veyor general's  office  in  this  place,  the  locations  being  made  previous  to 
the  creation  of  the  Little  Rock  office.  You  will  please  enclose  the  patents 
to  my  address,  and  oblige 

Yours,  respectfully, 

HENRY  M.  RECTOR^ 

lAitle  Rock,  Arkansas^ 
To  Commissioner  of  the  General.  Land  Office, 

Washington  CUy,  D.  C. 


No.  2. 


[No.  435.]  Office  of  the  Recorder  op  Land  Tftles, 

St.  Louis y  Missouri,  June  16,  1838. 
I  certify  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  17th  day 
of  February,  1815,  a  location  certificate,  number  467,  issued  f]x>m  tlm 
office  in  fiivor  of  Francis  Langlois,  or  his  legal  representatives,  for  two 
hundred  arpens  of  land;  that  a  location  has  been  made,  as  appears  by  the 
I^at  of  survey  herewith,  and  that  the  said  Francis  Langlois  or  his  legal 
representatives  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  said  tract,  containiog,  ac- 
cording to  said  location,  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  and  fifteen  hun- 
dredths of  an  acre,  situated  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  the  township  and  xange 
not  mentioned,  survey  numt9€r  2903. 

P.  R.  CONWAY, 
U.  S.  Recorder  of  Land  Titles  in  the  State  of  Missouri. 
To  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

City  of  Washington. 


No.  3. 


General  William  Rector, 

Surveyor,  ^c,  of  the  pMic  lands  for  Slate  of  Illinois  and  Territory 
of  Missouri: 

The  undersigned  applies  for  the  entry  or  donation  of  two  hundred  ar- 
pens of  land,  to  satisfy  a  certificate  issued  by  Frederick  Bates,  esq,,  re- 
corder of  land  titles  for  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  to  Francis  Langlois,  or 
his  legal  representatives,  dated  the  26th  November,  1818,  and  numbered 
467,  to  be  surveyed  in  a  square  tract,  the  lines  of  which  to  be  correspond- 
ing wittf  the  cardinal  points,  and  to  include  the  Hot  springs  (so  called) 
upon  the  waters  of  Ouachita  river,  south  of  the  river  Arkansas;  the  said 
springs  to  be  as  near  the  centre  of  the  square  as  circumstances  will  ad- 
mit. An  order  of  survey  is  solicited,  and  directions  agreeably  to  this  no- 
tice. The  springs  so  to  be  included  are  those  generally  known  a$  the 
largest  and  most  resorted  to  upon  that  river.  • 

S.  HAMMOND, 
ELIAS  RECTOR. 

St.  Louis,  27th  January,  1819. 
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Certificate  No.  467.— f  Var.  8P  46'  east.)— Survey  No.  2903. 

Surveyed  for  Francis  Langloisi  or  his  legal  representatives,  who  claims 
location  by  virtue  of  certificate  No.  467,  issued  by  Frederick  Bates,  re- 
corder of  land  titles,  on' the  26th  November,  1818,  two  hundred  arpcns, 
equal  to  one  hundred  and  seventy  and  fifteen  hundredths  acres  of  land, 
beginning  at  the  main  Hot  spring  of  Arkansas;  thence  iS.  45^  E.  on  an 
unmarked  UnBy  29.17  chains^  where  set  a  post  the  southeast  comer  of 
said  survey;  from  which  a  pine  24  inches  diameter  bears  N.  7°  E.  40 
links,  and  a  pine  16  inches  diameter  bears  N.  67^  W.  63  links,  each 
marked  P.  S.  and  B.  T.;  thence  north,  (with  the  line  of  the  survey,)  at 
204  links  a  white  oak  13  inches  diameter;  at  41.26  chains  set  a  {)ost  the 
northeast  comer  of  said  survey,  from  which  a  pine  16  inches  diaineter 
bears  N.  46^  E.  16  links,  and  a  black  oak  eight  inches  diameter  bears  S. 
68^  W.  16  links,  each  marked  P.  S.  and  B.  T.;  thence  west  at  365 
links  a  white  oak  24  inches  diameter;  at  41.26  chains  set  a  post  the  north- 
west corner  of  said  survey,  from  which  a  white  oak  16  inches  diameter 
bears  N.  10°  E.  48  links,  and  a  white  oak  18  inches  diameter  bears  S* 
68^  E.  66  links,  each  marked  P.  S.  and  B.  T.j  thence  south  at  60  links 
a  white  oak,  at  12.10  chains — Hot  Spring  creek  bears  east;  at  41 .26 
chains  set  a  post  the  southwest  corner  of  said  survey,  from  which  a  black 
oak  six  inches  diameter  bears  N.  ASP  E.  21  links,  and  a  black  oak  10 
inches  diameter  bears  N.  28°  W.  60  links;  thenpe  east,  at  663  links  a 
black  oak  12  inches  diameter,  at  18.87  chains— Hot  Spring  creek  bears 
south;  at  41.26  chains  the  southeast  corner  of  said  survey. 

In  conformity  with  instructions  from  the  surveyor  general,  I  have  sur- 
veyed the  foregoing  location  or  claim  in  the  name  of  Francis  Langlois, 
so  that  the  main  Hot  spring  is  in  the  centre  thereof. 

JOHN  C.  HALE,  D.  8. 

Fbbrvart  28, 1838. 


Surveyor's  Office,  Little  Rock,  April  23, 1838. 
The  foregoinff  writing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  location,  plat,  and  survey 
of  two  hundred  arpens  of  land,  by  virtue  of  certificate  No.  467,  on  file 
in  this  office;  the  survey  of  which  has  been  examined  and  approved. 

EDWARD  CROSS, 

Surveyor  Public  Lands. 
To  Frederick  R.  Conway, 

U.  8.  Recorder  of  Land  Tiilesy  8i.  Lovisy  Missouri. 
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Recorder's  Office, 
St.  Louis,  JURssauri,  June  16,  183S. 

The  foregoing  is  truly  recorded  on  pages  42  and  43  of  book  G  of  recoidi 
in  this  office.  The  number  of  survey  was  obtained  by  me  from  the  sur- 
veyor's office  at  St.  Louis  and  inserted. 

P.  R.  CONWAY,       . 
U.  S.  Recorder  of  Land  Titles  in  the  State  of  Missouri. 


No.  4. 

Washington  City,  June  25,  1838. 
Sir:  I  have  been  informed  that  an  application  will  probably  be  made  in 
a  short  time,  under  a  New  Madrid  certificate  and  location,  for  a  patent  toa 
tract  of  land  embracing  the  Hot  springs  in  the  State  of  Arkansas.  I  deem 
it  necessary  to  inform  the  department  that  there  is  a  pre-emption  claifn 
covering  these  springs,  the  proofs  in  fiivor  of  which  are  now  being  made 
out,  and  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  completed. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  no  patent  will  be  issued,  should  application  be 
made  therefor  under  the  New  Madrid  claim,  until  those  claiming  under 
the  pre-emption  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  laying  their  claim^  and  the 
proofs  in  favor  of  it,  before  the  department. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  COCKE- 

J.  S.  WHITCOMB,.Esq., 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Cffice. 


No.  5. 

Little  Rock,  June  28,  1838. 

The  plat  of  the  survey  of  township  two  south,  range  nineteen  west,  has 
recently  been  completed,  and  sent  on  to  the  General  Land  Office.  Oa 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  thirty-three  of  that  township,  including 
the  Hot  springs,  the  plat  shows  that  the  New  Madrid  certificate  of  Francis 
Langiois  has  been  located,  which  will  probably  be  considered />rjma/acte 
evidence  of  the  right  of  those  claiming  under  said  Langiois  sufficient  to 
authorize  the  issue  of  a  patent  to  them. 

The  object  of  the  undersigned  is  to  postpone  an  issuance  of  a  patent, 
and  any  judgment  on  the  claim,  until  they  can  have  proofs  of  their  par- 
amount right  made  according  to  law,  and  submitted  to  the  register  and 
receiver  at  Washington,  Arkansas,  for  their  decision. 

John  Perciful,  husband  and  father  of  the  subscribers,  improved  and  cul- 
tivated the  said  quarter-section  in  1811;  and  his  possession  continued 
without  interruption  until  1835,  when  he  died. 

Your  subscribers  claim  under  the  act  of  May  29,  1830,  and  would 
claim  under  the  act  of  1814,  but  the  Quapaw  title  was  not  then  extin- 
guished; nor  was  it  in  1815,  at  the  passage  of  the  law  giving  the  New 
Madrid  certificates.  By  that  law,  the  certificates  were  to  be  located  on 
lands  the  ^^sale  of  which  is  authorized  by  law." — (See,  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  this  limitation,  the  opinion  of  Wirt,  Attorney  General,  on  the 
pre-emption  law  of  1824,  document  of  the  Senate  No.  37,  session  lS37-'8.) 

The  subscribers  would  have  presented  their  proofs  ere  this  to  the  offi- 
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cers  at  Washington,  Arkansas;  but  George  Conway,  esq.,  receiver,  has 
been  out  of  office,  by  the  expiration  of  his  commission,  since  the  16th 
May,  1838.  He  has  received  his  commission  to  day,  and  has  been  quali- 
fied before  Judge  Johnson,  in  this  place;  and  when  he  returns,  the  proofs 
of  the  subscribers'  right  of  pre-emption  will  be  submitted.  And  until  the 
subscribers  can  have  a  fair  hearing  and  final  judgment  on  their  claim, 
they  pray  a  patent  may  not  issue  on  the  New  Madrid  certificate. 

No  confirmation  has  ever  been  made  of  the  location  under  Ijanglois's 
certificate,  because  it  was  not  located  on  land  "  the  sale  of  which  was  au- 
thorized by  law." 

Respectfully, 

SARAH  PERCIFUL,  widow. 
D.  PERCIFUL, 
Only  heir  of  John  Percifuly  deceased. 
By  A.  FOWLER  and 

TRAPNALL  &  COCKE, 

Attorneys. 
Jaaies  Whitcomb, 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  the  United  States. 


No.  6. 

• 

Little  Rock,  September  12, 1838. 
Dear  Sir:  Some  two  months  since  I  enclosed  to  you,  from  St.  Louis',  the 
patent,  certificate,  plat,  &c.  of  two  New  Madrid  claims  located  in  this  State, 
as  the  plats  of  2  S.  X9  W.  and  1  N.  12  W.  will  show.  Original  claimants 
(Langlois  and  Cockerham)  being  uninformed  whether  the  enclosed  docu- 
ments reached  you,  I  request  a  line  from  you  assuring  me  of  the  fact,  as 
we  often  experience  great  delay  by  the  tardiness  and  miscarriage  of  the 
mails.  If  any  informality  exists  in  the  papers,  please  state  it  in  your  com- 
munication, that  I  may  endeavor  to  remedy  it  immediately. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

HENRY  M.  RECTOR. 
To  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


No.  7. 


Hot  Springs  ,  Arkansas  , 
September  14,  1838. 

Sir:  Major  Samuel  P.  Carson,  formerly  member  of  Congress  from  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  has  purchased  one-half  of  a  pre  emption  right  on 
the  Hot  springs,  situated  in  Hot  Spring  county,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
claimed  by  Sarah  Perciful  and  David  Perciful,  the  only  heirs  of  the  late 
John  Perciful,  deceased. 

A  survey  was  made  of  this  township,  and  others  adjoining,  last  winter, 
and  there  are  conflicting  claims — a  New  Madrid  claim  held  by  Henry 
Rector,  and  the  pre-emption  claimed  by  the  said  heirs-at  law  of  John  Per- 
ciful, deceased,  under  the  act  of  1830,  who  has  had  possession  of  the 
springs  since  1809.  So  soon  as  Major  Carson  understood  that  a  plat  had 
been  sent  to  your  office,  he  commenced  taking  depositions  to  prove  the 
right  of  the  said  Perciful;  he  obtained  what  he  thought  was  sufficient,  sent 
them  to  the  land  office  at  Washington,  in  this  State;  they  were  returned. 
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aecompanied  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  WeQer,  receiver  at  that  office,  staling 
aiuongst  other  objections  to  the  papers,  that  it  appeared  upon  the  platri 
the  township  that  a  New  Madrid  claim  had  been  located  upon  the  saM 
Hot  springs,  and  surveyed  according  to  the  order  of  the  surveyor  general) 
which  he  says  he  considered  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  validity  o( 
that  claim.   Shortly  after  the  receipt  of  the  papers  and  Mr,  Weller's  letter, 
Major  Carson  met  with  the  register  of  the  said  office,  Mr.  Conway,  who 
gave  him  a  fomi  for  taking  depositions.  Mr.  Carson  immediately  proceeded 
to  amend  his  depositions,  so  as  to  make  them  formal,  and  to  add  other 
testimony ;  and  in  the  last  days  of  June  Major  Carson  sent  the  papers  again, 
by  a  special  messenger,  to  the  land  office,  with  a  written  request  that  the 
officers  would  act  as  soon  as  possible.  The  gentleman  who  bore  the  papers 
wrote  to  Major  Carson  that  Mr.  Weller  received  them  bcuUy.  Mr.  Conway 
was  not  at  lu}me,  having  taken  his  wife  to  some  place  for  her  health.    Mr. 
Carson  waited  until  some  time  in  August,  and  hearing  nothing  further 
from  the  office,  sent  another  special  messenger  requesting  their  immediate 
action  on  the  matter,  and  a  transcript  of  all  the  testimony,  that  it  migtit 
be  forwarded  to  your  office  for  your  decision.    Mr.  Weller  wrote  him  a 
short  letter  back,  stating  that  Mr.  Conway  had  not  returned,  and  he  could 
not  act  by  himself.    A  few  days  ago  Major  Carson  received  a  message 
from  Mr.  Weller  tliat  his  business  had  not  been  attended  to,  and  could  not 
be,  Mr.  Conway  still  being  absent  from  the  office.    Mr.  Trapnell,  Major 
Carson's  lawyer,  wrote  him  some  time  since,  stating  that  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  you  giving  three  months  from  the  date  of  your  letter  to  for- 
ward proof  as  to  the  said  Perciful's  right  of  pre-emption.    Major  Carson 
makes  this  statement  to  show  you  the  impossibility  of  forwarding  the  tes- 
timony for  the  want  of  action  by  the  land  officers  at  Washington,  in  this 
State;  he  therefore  prays  you  to  extend  the  time,  to  enable  him  to  send  on 
his  proofs.   The  reason  why  Major  Carson  does  not  write  himself  is,  that 
he  has  been  sick  through  the  summer  with  bilious  fever,  and  at  this  time 
is  not  able  to  sit  up.   Major  Carson  refers  you  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, one  of  his  old  Congressional  acquaintances  and  friends,  as  to  his 
character.    Major  Carson  does  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  making  any 
charge  against  the  land  officers,  but  barely  to  state  fects  as  they  occurred. 

With  the  highest  consideration  and  respect,  I  remain  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  B.  HAWKINS. 

Mr.  Whitcomb, 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


No.  8. 

General  Land  Opnce, 

October  16,  1838/ 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  I2th  ultimo,  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  your  communication  of  the  22d  of  June  last  has  been  received,  with 
New  Madrid  patent  certificates  Nos.  436  and  436 — the  former  in  favor  of 
Francis  Langlois,  location  certificate  No.  467,  with  a  ^^copy  of  the  location, 
plat  and  survey^*  of  that  claim;  the  latter  in  fevor  of  Henry  Cockerham, 
with  a  "copy  of  the  location  and  plat  of  640  acres  of  land,  by  virtue  of 
certificate  No.  156.'' 

The  surveyor  general  should  furnish  a  plat  of  the  survey  of  the  Lan- 
glois claim^  showing  its  connexion  with  the  public  surveys.   The  goj[  /  of 
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the  survey  which  has  been  transmitted  does  not  exhibit  the  connexion. 
Further,  a  caveat  has  been  filed  in  behalf  of  Messrs.  Trapn^U  and  Cocke, 
atlorneys  for  the  widow  and  heirs  of  John  Perciful,  deceased,  to  prevent 
the  issuing  of  the  patent  for  the  Langlois  claim,  until  the  parties  claiming 
land  (by  right  of  pre-emption)  which  is  covered  by  said  New  Madrid  loca- 
tion can  have  a  decision  on  their  claim.  Three  months  from  the  18th  of 
July  ]fisi  were  allowed  the  parties  claiming  by  right  of  pre-emption  to  file 
in  this  office  such  proofs,  arguments,  <fcc.,  as  they  may  desire  to  submit. 
In  consideration  of  representations  contained  in  a  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo 
from  William  B.  Hawkins,  esq.,  the  time  will  be  extended  three  months 
from  tWs  date.  In  reference  to  the  Cockerham  claim,  it  is  proper  to  state 
that  th%copy  of  the  ^'location  and  plat"  dated  May  10  last,  and  signed  by 
the  late  surveyor  general,  which  was  transmitted  by  you  with  the  patent 
certificate,  does  not  purport  to  be  a  copy  of  a  return  of  swrvey^  which  it  is 
the  practice  to  file  with  the  patent  certificate,  for  such  New  Madrid  claims, 
neither  does  it  represent  that  a  survey  has  been  made  by  a  deputy;  and  it 
is  unaccompanied  by  the  surveyor  general ^s  approval. 

There  is  a  township  plat  in  this  office,  without  the  approval  of  the  sur- 
veyor general,  exhibiting  the  said  claim.  No  return,  however,  of  an 
approved  plat  exhibiting  the  said  claim,  appears  yet  to  have  been  made  to 
this  office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  WHITOOMB, 
Commissixmer. 

Henry  M.  Rector,  Esq., 

LMUe  Hocky  Arkansas. 


No.  9. 

LiTTLB  Rock,  December  16, 1838. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  16th  of  October  was  duly  received,  and  I 
feel  much  obliged  that  you  have  at  so  early  a  period  pointed  out  the  in- 
formalities attending  the  papers  of  my  New  Madrid  land  claims.    As 
there  has  been  no  surveyor  general  of  Arkansas  for  some  months  past, 
there  has,  consequently,  been  some  delay  in  having  such  informalities 
corrected;  and  I  regret  to  learn  that  the  corrections  must  still  be  par- 
tial, as  the  surveyor  general  (now  acting)  refuses  to  issue  an  order  of 
survey  required  for  the  Cockerham  claim  (so  far  is  he  mistaken  in  his 
duty)  until  the  Commissioner  is  consulted  on  the  subject,  which  I  sup- 
pose he  will  do  immediately.    The  plat  for  the  Langlois  claim  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  General  Land  Office  in  a  few  days.    As  an  immediate 
action  is  heartily  solicited,  I  hope,  sir,  the  surveyor  general's  request  for 
instructions  will  meet  with  immediate  attention. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

HENRY  M.  RECTOR. 
To  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


No.  10. 

Little  Rock,  February  26, 1839. 
Dbar  Sir:  According  to  the  instructions  received  from  your  office 
some  time  last  fiil^  concerning  the  New  Madrid  claim  in  fiivor  of  Francis 
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Langlois,  I  had  the  plat,  &c.,  made  out,  and  presume  it  has  reached  ym 
before  this.     Some   time  has   now  elapsed  since  the  period  when  the 
claims  were  to  be  decided  on>  but  nothing  has  yet  been  received  by 
which  I  am  informed  of  the  result.     My  object  in  writing  you  is  to  re- 
quest instructions  to  be  given  to  the  pioper  land  oflBcers  here  concerning 
an  entry  made  some  five  years  ago  by  Messrs.  McLain  and  Badgeit  in 
township  2  north,  range  12  west,  the  land  being  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Arkansas  river;  and  by  reference  to  the  plat  and  survey  of  the  New  Jttad- 
rid  claim  in  favor  of  Henry  Cockerham,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  entry  spe- 
cified interferes  with  the  location  of  the  New  Madrid.     This  entry,  as  I 
am  informed,  was  sufiered  to  be  made  through  mistake  of  the  thei^regis- 
ter,  and  the  surveyor  general  neglecting  to  have  the  fraction  embr^^  by 
such  lines  as  are  generally  laid  down  to  designate  such  locations— the 
balance  of  the  land  embraced  by  the  claim  being  in  the  adjoining  town- 
ship south.     The  register  at  this  place  (Samuel  H.  Rutherford)  informs 
me  that  he  long  since  despatched  to  the  General  Land  Oflice  a  state- 
ment of  the  facts  in  relation  to  this  entry,  but  has  received  no  instructions 
in  relation  thereto. 

The  individuals  claiming  under  this  entry  are  willing  to  relinquish,  pro- 
vided the  money  be  refunded  by  the  government. 

Your  instructions  in  relation  to  this  matter  are  heartily  solicited. 
Respectfully,  yours, 


James  Whitcomb, 

Ca?nmissioner. 


HENRY  M.  RECTOR. 


No.  11. 


St.  Louis,  May  25,  1839. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  the  certificate  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Mis- 
souri, concerning  any  Spanish  grant  that  might  embrace  the  land  covered 
by  certificate  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven  (467)  in  favor  of  Francis 
Langlois,  and  located  by  L.  Hammond  and  E.  Rector  on  the  Hot  springs 
in  Arkansas. 

Respectfully,  ike,  &c., 

H.  M.  RECTOR. 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


No.  12. 


Surveyor's  Office, 

St.  Louis,  May  25,  1839. 
SiRt  In  answer  to  your  Inquiry  relative  to  the  Washita  Hot  sprihgs  in 
Arkansas,  included  within  the  location  made  by  Samuel  Hammond  and 
Elids  Rector  on  the  27th  January,  1819,  in  virtue  of  New  Madrid  certifi- 
cate No.  467, 1  have  to  inform  you  that  there  is  not  in  this  office  a  Span- 
ish survey,  nor  any  evidence  of  any  Spanish  or  French  grant,  including 
said  springs,  or  lying  anywhere  in  the  immediate  vicinity  thereof. 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  MILBURN, 
Siuveyor  General. 
Henbt  M.  Rector,  Esq. 
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No.  13. 

Surveyor's  Office, 

Little  Rocky  June  26,  1839. 
Sir:  At  the  request  of  Mr..  Henry  M.  Rector,  I  have  examined  the  files 
of  this  office  in  search  of  a  Spanish  grants  said  to  cover  the  land  embraced 
hy  the  New  Madrid  claim,  in  favor  of  Francis  Langlois,  located  to  in- 
clude the  Hot  springs,  and  have  to  state  that  no  such  paper  can  be  found 
among  the  files  in  this  office.  r 

The  above  statement  is  furnished,  being  informed  by  Mr.  Rector  that 
such  was  your  requisition. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  FULTON, 

Surveyor  Public  Lands. 
James  Whitcomb,  Esq., 

Contmissiofier  General  Land  Office^  Washingtony  D.  C. 


No.  14 


Hot  Springs,  Arkansas,  July  6,  1839. 

Dear  Sir:  I  introduce  myself  to  you  in  the  following  manner: 

I  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  of  Hot  Spring 
in  the  year  1835,  and  commissioned  by  William  S.  Fulton,  then-  acting 
governor  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  ,•  and  by  a  statute  law  the  clerk 
was  compelled  to  live  within  one  mile  of  the  court-house,  which  was 
then,  and  still  is,  at  the  Hot  springs,  although  there  had  been  a  special 
act  of  Congress  reserving  four  sections  of  Ian  •  with  the  Hot  springs,  as 
near  the  centre  as  may  be.  This  act  was  in  1832.  I  settled  here  in  the 
spring  of  1834,  became  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  county  court,  and 
probate  court,  and  also  ex-officio  recorder  in  1835,  and  was  by  the  good 
people  elected  again  last  October  for  two  years  more,  and  may  hold  the 
office  to  some  indefinite  lime.  All  ray  improvements  and  labor  for  the 
last  five  years  is  on  the  reserved  land  near  the  Hot  springs,  which  reserve 
prohibits  me  from  holding  a  pre-emption  under  the  last  act  of  Congress, 
without  a  repeal  of  the  reserve  and  an  act  for  my  relief. 

I  expect  that  you  are  already  apprized  that  there  is  a  New  Madrid  cer- 
tificate located  here  in  1819,  long  before  the  reserve  was  made;  and  what 
I  wish  to  know  of  you  is,  if  that  claim  located  here  was  legal,  and  if  the 
present  owner,  H.  M.  Rector,  has  or  can  get  a  patent  for  the  New  Madrid 
claim:  not  that  the  said  claim  affects  me;  but  if  he  holds  that  it  covers  all 
the  Hot  springs,  and  as  there  is  none  of  the  lour  sections  fit  for  cultiva- 
tion, the  balance  of  the  reserve  would  be  of  little  or  no  consequence  to 
the  government. 

I  have  already  proved  up  my  pre-emption  on  a  fraction  that  will  remain 
of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  33,  provided  Mr.  Rector  holds  his 
New  Madrid  claim. 

There  are  divers  other  claims  to  those  springs,  but  there  is  no  per- 
son settled  here  permanently  that  has  made  so  much  improvement  as  I 
have;  but  I  was  compelled  to  live  on  this  reserve  or  leave  the  office  vacant, 
as  there  was  no  other  resident  on  this  reserve,  and  no  one  would  come  to 
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live  on  it  in  consequence  of  losing  their  improvements.  I  was  obliged  t? 
keep  it,  or  the  State  and  county  revenue  could  not  be  collected.  Aoi 
now  I  wish  you  to  give  me  a  fiill  description  of  all  the  proceedings  that  haw 
taken  place  concerning  these  springs.  The  register  and  receiver  at  Wask- 
ington,  Hempstead  county^  told  me  last  fall  that  nothing  but  this  reserre 
hindered  me  from  entering  my  land.  I  then  petitioned  to  Congress;  but 
it  being  the  short  session,  it  only  got  there  in  time  to  be  read,  but  not  acled 
upon.  I  wish,  on  the  receipt  of  thisy  your  immediate  attention,  to  infonn 
me  how  the  lands  lie  here  respecting  these  claims.  • 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IRA  A.  SABIN,  CXerk. 
Hon.  James  Whitcomb^ 

Commissioner  General  Land  Office. 


No.  16. 


General  Land  Office,  July  31 ,  1839. 
Sir:  In  reference  to  the  subject  of  your  letter  to  me  of  the  5th  instant, 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  no  final  action  has  yet  been  had  by  this  office  ia 
reference  to  the  New  Madrid  location  on  the  Hot  springs  of  Arkansas. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, , 

JAS.  WHITCOMB, 

Commissioner, 
Ira  a.  Sabin,  Esq., 

Hoi  Springs,  Arkansas. 


No.  16. 


Little  Rock,  October  8, 1839. 

Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  to  you  some  two  months  since  on  the  subject  of  my 
land  claims,  and  would  not  call  your  attention  at  this  early  period  if  I 
thought  the  Commissioner  would  at  last  consent  to  issue  the  patents. 

I  am  about  to  commence  ejectment  against  the  pre-emptioners,  in  the 
United  States  circuit  court,  for  the  possession  of  a  part  of  the  land  em- 
braced in  the  Hot  spring  survey.  The  quarter  section  they  claim  is  partly 
embraced  by  my  survey.  If  the  Conmiissioner  revises  to  issue  the  patent 
on  the  Cockerham  claim,  I  presume  he  would  also  refuse  the  patent  for 
the  Langlois  entry.  If  he  objects  upon  the  ground  that  they  are  south  of 
the  Arkansas  river,  I  wish  you  to  make  application  to  the  office  where  the 
plats,  patent,  certificates,  deed,  power  of  attorney,  &c.,  &c.,  on  both 
claims,  are  filed,  and  transmit  them  to  me  at  this  place,  without  you  should 
meet  with  a  good  opportunity  to  send  them  by  private  conveyance;  for,  if 
I  am  denied  the  patent,  I  wish  the  best  evidence  of  tide  I  can  procure, 
that  I  may  maintain  my  action  against  the  persons  in  possession;  for, 
whether  the  patent  issues  or  not,  I  will  bring  an  action  against  the  present 
occupants  for  the  land.  My  mother,  who  lives  in  Missouri,  has  a  life 
estate  in  the  land,  which  gives  the  United  States  court  jurisdiction.  As 
I  observed  in  my  last  letter,  a  former  Commissioner  has  decided  against  a 
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location  made  by  ex-Governor  Pope,  because  the  New  Madrid  locations 
covered  the  land.  This  was  a  positive  decision  in  favor  of  the  claiins: 
and  further,  if  the  location  made  by  Pope  was  illegal,  how  can  the  loca- 
tions made  by  Messrs.  Beebee  and  Ashley  be  sustained?  As  to  the  Com* 
missioner's  opinion  against  the  claims,  I  am  not  disconcerted,  as  the  land 
in  one  instance  must  be  patented  to  some  one,  which  will  give  mean  op* 
portnnity  of  having  a  legal  decision.  Please  send  the  papers  as  early  as 
possible,  if  the  patents  cannot  be  issued. 

I  have  received  but  one  letter  from  you  since  March  or  April. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

H.  M.  RECSTOR. 

F.  S.  Key. 


No.  17. 


General  Lakd  Office,  December  3, 1839. 
Sir:  In  reference  to  the  request  of  Henry  M.  Rector,  esq.,  made  known 
in  the  enclosed  letter  to  you  from  him,  which  was  deposited  in  this  oflBice 
in  your  behalf  by  Mr.  Addison,  I  herewith  enclose  papers  of  the  follow- 
ing description,  viz: 
'  Pr  ent  certificate  No.  435,  in  fiivor  of  Francis  Langlois,  with  the  copy  of 
the  plat  connected  therewith. 

Patent  certificate  No.  436,  in  favor  of  Henry  Cockerham,  with  the 
copy  of  the  plat  connected  therewith. 
Also,  certain  papers  which  were  deposited  in  this  office  by  you,  viz: 
1st.  A  povirer  of  attorney  dated  10th  November,  1818,  from  Langlois 
to  Joseph  Story,  to  locate  his  claim,  &c. 

2d.  An  sgreement  dated  24th  February,  1821,  between  Joseph  Story 
of  the  one  part,  and  Samuel  Hammond  and  Elias  Rector  of  the  other 
part,  whereby  the  party  of  the  first  part  sells  to  Hammond  and  Rector  the 
certificate  (location)  No.  467,  issued  to  Langlois. 

3d.  An  indenture  dated  19th  February,  1819,  between  Samuel  Ham- 
mond and  Eliza  his  wife,  of  the  one  part,  and  Elias  Rector  of  the  other, 
conveying  to  Rector  one  undivided  moiety  of  the  Langlois  certificate  and 
the  land  located  thereby. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  WHITCOMB, 

Commissioner. 
F.  S.  Key,  Esq.,  Present. 


No.  18. 


COLLBOEVILLE,  SaLINE  CqUNTV,  ARKANSAS, 

November  3a,  IM\. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  will  find  in  your  office  patent  certificates  fi)r  New 
Madrid  claims— Nos.  certificates  «7  and  166;  the  first  in  fiivor  of  Francis 
Langlois,  the  latter  of  Henry  Ck>akerham,  located  in  Arkansas;  the  one 
covering  the  Hot  springs,  the  oAer  adjoining  Little  Rock.  Dnrinff  Mr 
Whitcomb's  supervision  of  the  Liand  Office,  I  made  application  loi  the 
Ex.— 2 
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patents  to  these  claims,  but  was  refused  on  the  grounds  of  a  no'sf^A  deci- 
sion made  by  the  above-named  gentleman,  without  the  concurrence,  I 
think,  of  any  of  the  other  departments  of  State;  and  which  operates  as  a 
total  ouster  of  the  practices  and  decisions  both  of  all  his  predecessors  and 
of  the  United  States  court,  before  which  tribunal  the  principle  involYcd 
has  been  settled  repeatedly. 

My  object  in  this  communication,  however,  is  only  to  ascertain  in  what 
light  you  regard  the  decision  of  Mr.  Whiteomb;  whether  you  will  see  proper 
to  adhere  to  the  practices  of  your  predecessors— -Mr.  Whiteomb  excepted — 
or  whether  you  will  &vor  the  late  decision,  made  upon  an  ex  parte  hearing, 
against  the  repeated  decisions  of  the  highest  tribunal  known  to  our  laws — 
against  rights  acknowledged  and  conceded  by  the  officers  of  the  general 
government  for  twenty  years  or  more— against  the  right  of  innocent  pur- 
chasers of  the  land — and,  I  am  not  alone  in  thinking,  against  a  proper  re- 
gard for  moral  honesty  on  the  part  of  the  gendeman  who  made  the  deci- 
sion. The  act  of  Congress  authorizing  the  location  of  the  claims  speaks 
in  these  words,  to  wit :  '^  They  may  be  located  on  any  of  the  public  lands 
of  Missouri  Territory,  the  sale  of  which  is  authorized  by  law."  The  act 
passed  3d  March,  181 1 ,  confers  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  agen- 
eral  power  to  sell  lands  in  Louisiana  Territory,  which  district  so  authorized 
embraces  the  land  now  in  controversy,  and  was  included  in  the  district 
designated  by  the  act  aforesaid  as  the  land  district  north  of  Red  riv^. 
That  act,  and  others  similar  thereto,  are,  as  I  conceive,  the  authority  by 
virtue  of  which  the  President  now  disposes  of  land  in  different  parts  of 
the  Unidn.  Consequently,  the  land  located,  and  now  asked  to  be  pa- 
tented, has  been  at  all  times,*  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  act  aforesaid, 
authorized  by  law  to  be  sold.  I  say,  therefore,  the  locations  were  not 
only  made  in  accordance  with  the  spirit,  but  also  within  the  letter  of  th« 
law.  My  reference  to  the  decisions  of  the  United  States  court  I  explain, 
by  saying  that  that  tribunal  has  decided  the  Indian  title  merely  usufruc* 
tuary — the  right  of  use  and  occupancy,  but  not  an  absolute  right  of  prop- 
erty. 

My  object,  however,  in  this  communication,  is  only  to  ascertain  fiom 
you  the  course  you  will  see  proper  to  pursue  iii  relation  to  these  suspended 
claims;  by  answering  which  inquiry  immediately,  you  will  much  oblige 
your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  RECTOR, 
CoUegevUley  Saline  county ,  Arkansas^ 

E.  M.  Huntington, 

Commissioner  General  Land  Office^ 

Washifigton  CUt/y  D.  C. 


[Note  made  at  the  General  Land  Office.] 

Jn  /the  cases  of  Peter  Porier  and  Eloi  Dejarlois,  New  Madrid  claims,  and 
^William  Russell,  240  and  241,  pre-emptions  under  act  of  1814,  conflict- 
ing with  floats  under  act  of  1834,  a  decision  was  made  by  Mr.  Whiteomb 
on  18th  September,  1839,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  24th  September,  1839,  in  favor  of  the  floats,  on  the  groand  that 
the  land.south  of  the  Arkansas  liver  was  not  public  land^  subject  to  New 
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Madriv^  locations  or  the  law  of  1814.  S«e  Attorney  General's  opinion 
May  3, 1836,  page  91  of  Instructions  and  Opinions,  upon  which  the  deci- 
sion  in  regard  to  pre-emptions  under  act  of  1814  was  founded  in  above 
cases,  and  various  others,  and  the  groundwork  also  of  the  decision  in  the 
New  Madrid  claims  since  their  location  was  authorized  only  on  land 
which  "«  authorized"— that  is, "  was  at  the  date  of  the  law  authorized" 
— to  be  sold.  See  Attorney  General's  opinion  December  4, 1826,  pag^  28 
of  Instructions  and  Opinions. 


[Note  made  at  the  (General  Land  OfRoe.] 

Solicitor's  opinion  361,  dated  24th  December,  1841,  approved  by  Com- 
missioner Huntington,  confirms  the  position  taken  by  Commissioner 
Whitcorab,  under  opinion  of  Attorney  General  Butler,  page  91,  2d  vol. 
Instructions  and  Opinions,  in  regard  to  land  ceded  by  the  Quapaw  Indians, 
treaty  of  24th  August,  1818. 


No.  19. 


General  Land  Office, 
December  30  y  1841. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  ult.,  referring  to  patent  certi- 
ficates for  "New  Madrid  claims,  Nos.  certificates*  467  and  166— the  first  in 
favor  of  Francis  Langlois,  the  latter  of  Henry  Cockerham — ^located  in  Ar- 
kansas ;  the  one  covering  ihe  Hot  springs,  the  other  adjoining  Little  Rock.  '* 
The  patent  certificates  in  these  cases,  with  other  papers,  appear  from  the 
records  to  have  been  sent  to  F.  S.  Key,  esq.,  with  a  letter  from  this  ofiice 
of3d  December,  1839. 

In  other  cases  it  appears  that  my  predecessor,  in  September,  1839,  made 
a  decision  which  in  that  month  was  sanctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  which,  as  a  rule  of  action  for  this  office,  renders  invalid  the 
location  of  the  aforesaid  claims. 

The  same  principle  which  was  involved  in  another  matter  has  recently 
been  recognised  by  this  office. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  HUNTINGTON, 

Commissioner. 
Henry  M.  Reotor,  Esq., 

Oo^legeville,  Saline  Qmntyy  Arkansas. 


No,  20. 


Washington  Citt,  March  25 y  1842. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  \»  submit  the  following  papers,  viz: 
1.  A  power  of  attorney  from  Henry  M.  Rector  to  James  Sevier  Conway. 

■■ ' ■     I  ■■ »     ■  I      '  * "~'-  ■■"  ■  ■      ■'■■    «i~  ■  II I  ■■  I   ■■■■■■..  I.I . . 

Allocation  certiflcates. 
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2.  A  {ktent  certificate;  No.43S;  in  favor  of  Francis  Langlois^  with  aplal 
and  survey. 

3.  A  patent  certificate,  No.  436 ,  in  favor  of  Henry  Cockerham,  with  a  plat 
and  survey. 

These  papers  I  request  may  be  filed  in  your  office  and  be  retained  there; 
the  papers  in  the  Langlois  case  subject  to  my  order — the  papers  in  the 
Oockerham  case  subject  to  the  order  of  Henry  M.  Rector. 

When  I  desire  action  on  the  Langlois  case,  I  shall  communicate  vith 
the  department. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  CONWAY. 
Hon.  E.  M.  HuNTiNOTON, 

Commissioner  of  the  Cfeneral  Land  Office. 


No.  21. 


Senate  Chamber, 

February  28,  1843. 

Dear  Judge:  I  am  so  much  engaged  that  I  cannot  call  up  to  see  you. 
This  will  be  handed  you  by  Governor  Conway  of  our  State,  who  desires  a 
patent  for  a  tract  of  land  in  Arkansas,  for  which  a  bill  has  passed.  That 
Dill  he  will  show  you^  and,  as  he  wants  to  get  off  with  me  on  Sunday,  I 
'hope  you  will  examine  the  case  and  have  ail  things  ready  for  the  patent 
to  issue  so  soon  as  the  bill  comes  to  you.  Attend  to  this,  and  oblige 
Yours,  &c., 

A.  H.  SEVIEIU 
Judge  Blake,  Esq., 

Commissioner,  Washington  City, 


No.  22. 


General  Land  Office. 

JMorcA  1,1843. 

Sir:  On  yesterday  you  deposited  in  this  office  dn  acty  which  you  in- 
formed me  had  passea  both  houses,  entitled  <^An  act  to  perfect  the  titles 
to  lands  south  of  the* Arkansas  river,  held  under  New  Madrid  loca- 
tions, and  pre-emption  rights  under  the  act  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen,"  and  applied  for  a  patent  to  issue  (when  the  act  became  a 
fair)  for  the  New  Madrid  location,  per  location  certificate  No.  467  of  Fran- 
cis Langlois.    This  location  is  on  the  Hot  springs  of  Arkansas. 

On  examination  I  find  that,  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Apiil  20, 
1832,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  governor  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas  to  lease  the  Salt  springs  in  said  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," it  is  provided  ''That  the  Hot  springs  in  said  Territory,  together 
with  four  sections  of  land,  including  said  springs,  as  near  the  centie 
thereof  as  may  be,  shall  be  reserved  for  the  future  disposal  of  the  United 
States,  and  shall  not  be  entered,  located,  or  appropriated  for  any  other 
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inirpose  whatever. ^^  This  reservation  has.  actually  heen  made,  and* 
properly  designated  on  the  township  plat.  It  will  he  perceive^  that  the 
second  section  of  the  act  presented  by  you  provides,  "That  in  all  cases. 
in  which  the  locations  so  made  on  the  south  sicle  of  the  Arkansas  river 
may  have  been  sold,  and  the  lands  thus  located  under  the  act  aforesaid, 
have  been  appropriated  by  the  United  States,  the  owners  of  the  warrants 
issued  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid  (ISlp)  shall  have  a  right, 
to  enter  el&ewhere,  under  restriction  as  to  time." 

Now  it  is  considered  that  the  act  of  1832  has  imposed  such  a  restraint, 
by  reserpeUion  of  these  springs^  as  to  exclude  th^m  from  the  operation  of| 
the  act  filed  by  you;  ana  on  this  ground  your  application  for  si  patent,, 
it  would  seem,  cannot  be  complied  with.  It  appears,  also,  that  land, 
covered  by  the  said  New  Madrid  location  has.bieen  claim^ed  under  the  pre- 
emption act  of  1814  by  the  widow  and  heirs  of  John  Perciful,  deceased; 
also  under  the  pre-emption  act  of  1830,  by  L.  Belding. 

The  Perciful  claim  was  decided  against  on  the  ground  that  it  is  south 
of  the  Arkansas  rivet,  in  a  tract  of  country  ceded  subsequent  to  1814  by 
the  Quapaws. 

The  difficulty  on  this  score  would  be  removed  by  this  act,  but  still  the 
clahn  is  considered  barred  by  the  aforesaid  act  of  1832. 

If  it  were  not  barred  by  that  act,  it  would  seem  to  have  precedence  by 
priority  to  the  New  Madrid  claim,  and  on  that  ground,  also,  the  latter 
would  be  in^adniissible.  The  aforesaid  pre-emption  claim,  under  the  act 
of  1830,  was  lejected  in  view  of  the  said  act  of  1832;  and  if  that  act  of 
1832  did  not  apply  to  the  said  pre-emption  claim  under  the  act  of  1830, 
the  claim  under  the  act  of  1830  would  prevail,  (if  found  regular  in  all 
other  lespects,)  on  the  ground  of  prior  validity,  both  against  the  pre- 
emption claim  of  1814  and  the  New  Madrid  location,  since  it  was  on 
lands  which  had  been  ceded  by  the  Quapaws  prior  to  the  act  of  1830. 

You  will  observe,  then,  that  the  objection  to  the  pre-emption  cases  is 
equally  applicable  to  the  New  Madrid  location,  and  if  that  objection  did  . 
Dot  obtain  against  those  claims,  then  the  pre-emption  of  1830  (if  valid  in 
other  Kspects)  would  prevail  against  the  New  Madrid  location. 

From  what  appears  in  the  foregoing,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  office  is- 
not  authorized  to  patent  this  New  Madrid  location.     Provision,  however^ 
is  made  for  it  in  the  second  section  of  the  act,  as  herein  before  mentioned. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  H.  BLAKE,  Cbrnmissianer. 

Governor  J.  S,  Conway,  Present. 


No.  23. 


Little  Rock,  Arkansas, 

March  4,  1845. 

Sm:  Ajs  your  department  has,  from  time  to  time,  refused  roe  the  patent 
tn  the  case  of  the  New  Madrid  claim  in  favor  of  Francis  Langlois,  located 
3outh  of  the  Arkansas  river,  township  2  south,  range  19  west,  I  am  induced, 
to  take  other  means  to  perfect  the  title,  and  wish,  therefore,  to  procure  all 
Che  evidence  of  title  in  my  power:  amongst  which  is  the  patent  certificate, 
vhieh^  I  presume,  is  on  file  in  your  offiee,  the  same  having  been  issued 
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by  P.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  recorder  of  land  titles  for  Missouri  Territory,  and 
bears  date,  perhaps,  in  the  spring  of  1838.  This  certificate  was,  about 
the  period  of  its  issuance,  transmitted  by  me,  together  with  other  papers 
in  the  case,  to  the  then  incumbent  of  the  Land  Department,  and  has  so 
remained  up  to  this  time.  As  the  certificate  is  regarded  by  you  as  invaEd 
and  of  no  effect,  I  hope  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  direct  its  eaclosure  to 
me  immedia'ely^  as  1  shall  experience  a  pressing  necessity  for  it  as  soon 
as  it  can  possibly  reach  me  by  ordinary  course  of  mail.  You  will  confer 
a  great  favor,  sir,  by  complying  with  this  request  at  the  very  earliest 
period.  If,  however,  there  seems  to  be  any  objection  to  returning  the 
certificate  itself  j  you  will  be  pleased  to  direct  a  certified  copy  of  the  same 
to  be  forwarded  to  me. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  RECTOR. 

Hon.  Thomas  H.  Blake, 

Onrnnissioner  General  Land  Office, 

Washington  city,  D.  C. 


Na.24L 


Washington  City,  Mcarch  31,  1845, 
Sir:  I  ha;ve  received  a  communication  from  Henry  M.  Rector,  esq.^ 
who  is  a  claimant  to  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas  under  a  New  Madnd 
location,  who  requests  the  return  of  the  certificale  issued  by  the  recorder 
of  land  titles  in  Missouri,  in  order  that  he  may  piosecute  his  claim  beibrfr 
the  Supreme  Court.  On  examination,  it  seems  this  certificate  was  ^ed 
by  Governor  James  S.  Conway,  subject  to  bis  order. 

Governor  Conway  is  my  relative,  and  I  win  remark  that  I  think  it 
would  not  be  objected  to  by  him  were  you  to  forward  the  said  certificate 
to  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Little  Rock^  subject  to  his  eider.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  Mr.  Rector  and  Gov^nor  Conway  act  in  concert 
on  this  subject^  and  I  do  not  think  he  wouML  have  applied  for  the  return 
of  the  certificate  were  it  not  satisfactory  to  Gh>vernor  Conway. 
Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  secvant, 

WM.  PELHAM^ 
Thos.  H.  Blakb,  Esq., 

Commtssioner  of  the  General  Land  Qffioe. 


No.  25. 


Generai.  Land  Office, 

Aprii  14,  1845. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter,  dated  the  4th  and  postmarked  the  6ih 
ultimo,  desiring  the  return  to  you  of  the  patent  certificate  for  the  Francis 
l^nglois  New  Madrid  location,  or,  if  there  is  any  objection  to  retuniing 
the  certificate  itself,  requesting  a  certified  copy  of  it. 

The  patent  certificate,  No.  435,  (L.  C.  No.  467,)  in  this  case,  with  a 
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fsopy  of  the  'nocaiion  plat"  and  <^ survey,"  was  deposited  in  this  ofBce, 
with  a  letter,  dated  March  25,  1842;  subject  to  his  order,  hy  J.  S.  Con- 
way, who  afterwards  requested  that  they  might  be  delivered  to  William 
Field,  of  Arkansas,  if  he  should  require  them. 

This  New  Madrid  location  being  on  the  Hot  springs,  is  regarded  by  this 
office  as  ifwalid,  because  those  springs  are  reserved,  pursuant  to  the  third 
section  of  the  act  of  April  20,  1^,  entitled  ^<An  act  authorizing  the 
governor  of  the  Territory  of  Aikansas  to  lease  the  salt  springs  in  said 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  which  has  imposed  such  a  restraint, 
by  reservatinn  of  those  springs,  as  to  exclude  them  from  the  operation  of 
the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  1,  1R43,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  perfect 
die  titles  to  lands  south  of  the  Arkansas  river  held  under  New  Madrid 
locations,  and  pre-emption  rights  under  the  act  of  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen." 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  I  have  concluded  to  send 
you  a  certified  copy  of  the  aforesaid  patent  certificate  and  plat,  with  a  note 
appended  to  them,  as  follows: 

"  Note. — The  New  Madrid  location  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  copy, 
appearing  to  be  on  the  Hot  springs  of  Arkansas,  is  regarded  by  the  Gen- 
eral Land  OfiSce  as  invalid.  These  springs,  having  been  reserved,  pur- 
suant to  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  C/ongress,  approved  April  20, 1832, 
entitled  'An  act  authorizing  the  governor  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  to 
lease  the  salt  springs  in  said  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,'  are  held 
by  the  General  Land  Office  to  be  excluded  from  the  cmeration  and  effect 
ef  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  1, 1843,  entidea  '  An  act  to  perfect 
the  titles  to  lands  south  of  the  Arkansas  river  held  under  New  Madrid 
locations,  and  pre-emption  rights  under  the  act  of  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen.'  " 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ThOS.  H.  BLAKE, 

CommissUmer. 

Hebtrt  M.  Rector,  Esq., 

lAiile  Rock,  Arkansas. 


No.  26. 


Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  April  23, 1845. 

Sir:  Some  weeks  since  I  addressed  you,  accompanied  with  a  request 
of  some  earnestness,  to  the  end  that  I  wished  the  patent  certificate  issued 
by  P.  R.  Conway,  recorder  of  land  titles,  &c.,  to  the  legal  representatives 
of  Francis  Langlois,  for  200  arpens  of  land  located  south  of  the  Arkan- 
sas river,  and  known  as  a  New  Madrid  claim.  No.  of  certificate  467, 
transmitted  to  me  at  the  earliest  period  in  the  convenience  of  your  honor. 

Sufficient  time  has  now  elapsed,  (allowing  for  all  necessary  delay  for 
the  paper  to  luive  reached  this  place,)  but  I  have  not  only  received  no 
certificate,  but  nothing  in  reply  to  my  communication  haa  been,  up  ta 
this  time,  received. 

Prom  an  interview  with  my  fi'iend,  General  William  Pelham,  of  this 
city,  who  has  reached  home  from  Washington,  1  learn  that  you  have  en- 
tirely misapprehended  the  relative  position  existing  between  Governor  J. 
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S;  Conway  and  myself.  GovBinor  C.  was,  in  thd  authority  exeicised  in 
this  case,  me  agent  merely  of  the  undersign^,  who  is  the  ezclaeive  owner 
of  the  cbdm.  I  cannot  conceive,  there&re)  why  the  slate  of  &cts  repre- 
sented by  General  Pelham  should  exist,  as  I  presume  it  cannot  be  held 
by  your  honor  that  the  agent  under  any  circumstances  becomes  superior 
to  tne  principal;  yet  it  seems  that  in  this  case  you  have  predicated  you 
course  upon  such  a  belief  as  above.  I  assure  you  that  J.  o.  Conway  has 
no  interest  in,  or  coniml  of,  the  claim  in  question,  and  I  deem  it  most 
extraordinary  that  your  department  should  think  proper  to  withhold  the 
certificate,  when  my  name  alone  as  the  owner  has  been  coupled  with  it 
from  its  incipiency  to  the  present  time.  If  Mr.  C.  has  at  any  time  repre* 
sented  himself  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  an  agent  for  me,  you  will 
p^ase,  in  your  response  to  this,  say  at  what  time^  and. by  what  authority; 
but  I  apprehend  that  no  such  pretensions  have  ever  been  made  by  Gov- 
emof  C.,  as  he  was  induced  to  act  the  part  he  did  in  consideration  of  the 
relationship  existing  between  us. 

Thus  much  1  hope,  sir,  will  be  sufficient  to  apprize  you  of  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  Goyernor  Conway  in  connexion  with  the  New  Madrid 
daim  of  Prcmcia  Langlois;  and  I  repeat,  thati  am  the  aofe  owner oi  efam-. 
ani  by  inheritance  of  the  same,  ana  that  none  other  than  myself  has  or» 
is  entitled  to  an  iota  of  its  management  or  direction.  I  hope,  therefi>re, 
that  on  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  uuhesitadngly  transmit  the  original 
patent  certificate  to  me  at  this  place;  and  1  deem  it  proper  to  remark,  that 
m  consequence  of  your  unnecessary  delay,  I  have  been  compelled  to  ask 
of  the  court  before  which  the  claim  is  for  adjudication  a  continuance  to* 
the  next  term,  (one  year  hence,)  which  not  only  occasions  vexatious  de- 
lay, but  dmws  after  it  a  considerable  bill  of  expense  to  be  discharged  by 
the  parties  who  were  applicants  for  such  continuance.  You  will  readily. 
perceive,  then,  the  important  relation  which  this  certificate  bears. 

I  presume  there  can  no  question  arise  in  the  mind  of  your  honor  as  to 
the  right  of  the  proper  owner  of  a  patent  certificate  to  withdraw  it  upon 
the  refusal  of  the  department  to  issue  a  patent  upon  the  same,  for  it  is 
only  where  the  patent  is  issued  that  the  government  claims  the  right  to 
the  patent  certificate;  and  until  the  patent  is  issued,  which  supersedes  the 
certificate,  the  ownership  is  unquestionably  in  the  claimant  to  the  land. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  RECTOR. 

Commissioner  General  Land  Office, 

Washington  city,  D.  C. 


No.  27. 


General  Land  Offick, 
May  14,  1845. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  23d  ultimo  has  been  received  in  regard 
to  the  Laoglois  certificate,  an  exemplification  embracing  which,  as  also 
the  plat,  I  find  was  sent  to  you  by  my  predecessor  on  the  14th  ultimo. 

Prom  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  March  last  it  is  presumed  die  exemplifr 
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cation  refoned  to  will  suffice,    in  case  it  has  not  leaehed  you,  be  ^ased; 
to  advise  me, 

Yery  lespeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  SHI£LDS>  Commissioner. 
HsNRT  M .  Rectob;  Esq.) 

LUtk  Rock,  Arkansas* 


No.  28. 

Little  Rock^  Arkansas, 
May  28;  1845. 

Sir:  Tours  of  the  14th  instant  has  been  received,  stating  that  an. exem- 
plification of  the  plat  and  a  patent  certificate  in  the  Langlois  case  had  been 
enclosed  me  by  your  predecessor. 

The  papers  alluded  to  have,  since  the  date  of  my  last  letter,  been  re- 
ceived, but  they  are  accompanied  with  an  ex  parte  opinion,  hatched  out 
by  some  of  your  honorable  predecessors^  touching  the  validhy  of  suchi 
location. 

I  am  at  all  times  prepared  to  yield  to  any  rules  of  action  that  may  be. 
adopted  by  year  department,  so  long  as  ih^t  influence  is  confined  to  dieir 
proper  sphere;  butt  protest  most  solemnly  against  being  drenched  with 
them  before  every  and  any  tribunal  before  which  I  may  desire  to  appear^ 
for  the  defence  of  my  rights. 

I  ask  most  respectfully,  then,  sir,  that  I  be  furnished  either  with  the 
original  patent  certificate,  or  a  certified  copy,  unaccompanied  by  the  post-, 
humous  opinions  of  Mr.  Blake  or  others. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  receive  the  papers  forwarded  me  by  Mr.  Blake^ 
which  I  hope  you  will  remodel,  or  prepare  them  anew  in  the  form  requested. 
And  if,  perchance^  these  "regards''  of  the  General  Land  Office  in  reference 
to  the  claim  in  question  should  in  fiiture  be  desired  by  me,  as  important* 
in  the  prosecution  of  my  suit  or  other  proceedings,  I  wUl,  with  prompt- 
ness, refer  to  that  ex- Commissioner  for  its  production. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient- servant, 

HENRY  M.  RECTOR. 

Hon.  J'A8.  Shields « 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office , 

Washington  city. 


No.  29. 


General  Land  Office,  July  5,  1845. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  request,  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a 
certified  copy  of  patent  certificate  No.  435,  and  the  plat,  &c.^  connected 
therewith,  for  the  Francis  Langlois  New  Madrid  location  claim,  (L.  C. 
467.) 

This  document,  you  will  perceive,  is  unaccompanied  by  the  <'  note" 
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appended  to  the  transcript  certified  by  my  predecessor  and  returned  bj 
you.  I  respectfully  inform  you,  however,  that  as  this  is  a  case  in  which 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  might  be  affected  in  any  judicial  pro- 
ceedings which  may  be  instituted  in  regard  to  it,  I  have  deemed  it  a  duty 
ta  furnish  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  with  information  on  the  subject. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  SHIELDS,  Oommissianer. 
Henry  M.  Rector,  Esq., 

Little  Rocky  Arkansas, 


No.  30. 


Gekekal  Land  Office,  Jtdy  5,  1845. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  approved  17th  February,  1815, 
entitled  '^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  , 
New  Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered  by  earthquakes," 
a  certificate  (No.  467)  of  new  locations  for  two  hundred  arpens,  it  appears, 
was  issued  November  26, 1818^  by  the  recorder  of  land  titles  at  St.  Louis, 
Missouri. 

With  this  certificate  a  location  was  made  in  township  two  south,  of 
range  nineteen  west,  Arkansas,  on  what  are  known  as  the  ^'  Hoi 
springs,"  situated  in  Hot  Spring  county,  Arkansas. 

In  reference  to  said  location,  I  herewith  send  the  following  papers,  viz: 

1st.  A  certified  copy  of  patent  certificate  No.  436  of  the  recorder  at  St 
Louis,  Missouri,  with  a  plat,  &c.,  for  said  location. 

2d.  A  certified  diagram  exhibiting  the  said  location,  and  the  lands 
around  which  are  reserved  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  20th  April, 
1832.— {Acts  1832,  p.  37,  chap.  70.) 

3d.  A  certified  copy  of  a  letter  dated  March  1,  1843,  firom  this  oflSce  to 
Governor  J.  S.  Conway,  in  answer  to  the  application  of  that  gentleman 
for  a  patent  for  said  claim  under  the  act  of  Congress  which  was  approved 
1st  March,  1843,  entitled  ^' An  act  to  perfect  the  titles  to  lands  south  of 
the  Arkansas  river  held  under  New  Madrid  locations,  and  pre-emption 
rights  under  the  act  of  1814;"  in  which  letter,  you  will  perceive,  it  was 
held,  for  reasons  stated,  that  this  office  was  not  authorized  to  issue  a 
patent  for  said  location. 

4th.  A  certified  copy  from  the  record  of  a  letter  dated  February  29, 
1 844,  from  this  office  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

6th.  A  certified  copy  firom  the  record  of  a  letter  dated  June  5,  1844, 
firom  this  office  to  the  Hon.  Wm.  Woodbridge,of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

6th.  A  certified  copy  from  the  record  of  a  letter  dated  14th  April  last, 
from  this  office  to  Henry  M.  Rector,  transmitting  him  a  certified  transcript 
of  said  patent  certificate,  plat,  &;c.,  with  a  note  appended  thereto,  a  copf 
of  whim  is  embrcKed  in  that  letter. 

Mr.  Rector  ha$,  however,  returned  the  transcript,  desiring  one  unac- 
companied by  the  ^^  note"  alluded  to.  The  desired  copy  I  have  con- 
cluded to  furnish  him;  but,  in  my  letter  of  this  date  transmitting  it,  I 
have  informed  him  that,  as  this  is  a  case  in  which  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  might  be  affected  in  any  judicial  proceedings  which  may  be 
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instituted  in  regard  to  it,  I  have  deemed  it  a  duty  to  furnish  you  with  in- 
Ibrmation  on  the  subject^  which  is  the  object  of  this  communication  and 
enclosures. 

•  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  SHIELDS,  Commissioner. 
Hon.  S.  Barton, 

Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  31. 


Hot  Spriitgs  op  Arkansas, 
September  18, 1847. 

Dear  Suei:  I  suppose  that  by  this  time  you  have  forgotten  me  entirely) 
and,  as  I  am  about  to  ask  of  you  a  great  favor,  I  will  mention  that  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  making  your  acquaintance  by  means  of  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation from  J.  R.  Knox,  esq.,  of  New  York. 

I  am  desirous  of  laying  out  my  limited  means  in  the  partial  purchase  of 
these  springs.  In  order  to  avoid  the  chances  of  losing,  (as  1  did  by  the 
fiulure  of  the  Brandon  Bank,)  I  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you,  hoping 
that  you  will  do  me  the  &vor  of  finding  out  matters  connected  with  the 
title. 

Those  at  present  in  possession  are  willing  to  dispose  of  their  claims; 
but  as  I  have  understood  that  the  title  is  still  subject  to  a  legal  decision,  I 
am  unwilling  to  venture  to  purchase  before  learning  the  facts. 

My  health  is  now  far  from  good ;  and  I  fear  I  am  crippled*  for  the  re- 
mainder of  my  life  in  consequence  of  the  breaking  out  ot  a  wound  in  my 
ankle  which  I  received  whilst  in  Poland,  in  battle.  This,  added  to 
rheumatism,  compels  me  to  stay  here,  and  is  one  of  my  objects  in  desiring 
to  buy  a  part  of  these  springs.  In  doing  so,  however,  I  must  be  careful 
to  not  lose  the  little  that  remains  to  me,  as  in  my  present  condition- 1  will 
never  be  able  to  repair  such  a  loss. 

I  have,  therefore,  presumed  to  trouble  you  with  my  affairs,  believing 
that  you  would  be  willing  to  thus  fer  assist  an  exiled  stranger,  who 
knows  not,  in  feet,  to  whom  else  to  apply. 

With  a  high  appreciation  of  your  past  kindness  to  me, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  PRONIEWSKI. 

Hon.  R.  J.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury y  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — Please  write  me,  in  answer,  at  Woodville,  Mississippi. 
I  understand  that  there  are  three  claims  upon  these  springs — the  origi- 
nal Spanish,  one  of  pre-emption,  and  a  Reservation  of  Congress. 

A.  P 
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No.  32. 


General  Land  Office^ 
Ociober  13, 1847. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  18th  instant  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy 
has  been  referred  to  this  office,  relative  to  the  title  to  the  Hot  springs,  in 
Arkansas^  in  reference  to  which  you  remark^  that  you  ^^understaod  that 
there  are  three  claims  upon  these  springs — the  original  Spanish^  one  of 
pre-emption 9  and  a  reservation  of  Congress." 

In  relation  to  your  inquiry,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  this  office  has 
recognised  no  claim  as  valid  to  said  spring,  either  Spanish  or  by  pre- 
emption^ but  that  the  land  embracing  them  is  reserved  ^^for  the  future  ifi9- 
posaloj  the  United  States, ^^  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Ck>ngress^  approved 
April  20;  18^,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  governor  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas  to  lease  the  salt  springs  in  said  Tecritory,  and  for  other  par- 
poses/'  the  third  section  of  which  act  is  to  the  following  effect: 

^^And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Hot  springs  m  said  Territory, 
together  with  four  sections  of  land,  including  said  springs,  as  near  the 
centre  thereof  as  may  be,  shall  be  reserved  for  the  future  disposal  of  the 
United  States,  and  shalj  not  be  entered,  located;  or  appropriated,  for  any 
other  purpose  whatever.'* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  M.  YOUNG, 

OomTnissioncr. 
A.  Proniewski,  Esq., 

Woodville,  Mississippi. 


No.  33. 


Washington  City, 

February  14,  1848. 

Sm:  By  the  act  of  ftj^ch  1, 1843,  the  New  Madrid  claims  and  pre-emp- 
tion claims  of  1814;,  south  of  the  Arkansas  river,  were  placed  upon  the 
same  footing,  and  relieved  flx)m  the  difficulty  relating  to  the  non  extin- 
guishment of  Indian  title  over  the  lands  of  that  region.  All  that  I  can 
state  as  to  the  intention  that  governed  at  the  time  the  act  pas$ed,  I  have 
derived  from  the  late  Senator  Sevier.  During  last  session  I  had  occasion 
to  examine  this  matter,  and  Colonel  Sevier  repeatedly  told  me  that  the  act 
referred  to  was  expressly  intended, to  remove,  and  on  any  just  interpreta- 
tion did  remove,  all  obstacles  arising  from  Indian  title,  and  had  direct 
reference  to  the  claims  laid  on  the  Hot  springs,  in  Arkansas.  Of  the  truth 
of  his  statement  I  presumd  none  would  doubt.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it  my* 
self. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  JOHNSON. 

Hon.  R.  J.  Waiter, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
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No.  34. 

General  Land  Office,  May  By  1848. 
A  warranty  or  New  Madrid  location  certificate,  No.  467,  under  the  New 
Madrid  or  earthquakes  law  of  February  17, 1815,  was  located  on  the  27th 
Januanr,  1819,  by  Samuel  Hammond  and  Ellas  Rector,  upon  the  site  of 
the  '^Hot  springs"  in  Arkansas,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Arkansas  river. 
The  act  of  February  17, 1815,  onb/  authorized  locations  on  lands  the 
sale  of  which  was  then  permitted  by  law.  The  Indian  title  to  these 
lands  was  not  extinguished  until  by  the  treaty  concluded  on  the  24th  of 
August,  1819,  with  the  Q^uapaws;  consequently  the  sale  of  this  land  was 
not  authorized  at  the  date  of  the  act  of  February  17, 1815,  as  required 
by  its  provisions,  and  this  tract,  including  the  '<Hot  springs,"  was  there- 
fore not  subject  to  the  New  Madrid  location;  and  the  location,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  illegal  and  void. 

By  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  April  20, 1832,  it  is  provided  that  the 
^^Hot  springs,"  with  four  sections  of  land,  including  saia  springs,  as  near 
the  centre  as  may  be,  should  be  reserved  for  the  future  disposal  of  the 
United  States;  with  the  provision  that  the  same  shoidd  not  be  entered, 
located,  or  appropriated  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

The  reservation  by  this  act  shows  that  the  location  of  the  New  Madrid 
certificate,  on  the  27th  January,  1819,  was  considered  as  illegal  at  the  time 
it  was  made,  and  so  far  the  location  was  of  no  more  validity  than  if  it  had 
not  been  made  at  all. 

But  it  is  contended  that  this  location  was  confirmed  by  the  act  of  March 
1,  1843,  which  provides  that  certain  locations  of  New  Madrid  certifi- 
cates, under  the  act  of  February  17,  1815,  are  perfected  into  grants  m 
like  manner  as  if  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Arkansas  river  had  been  extinguished  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the 
said  act.    Surely  this  remedial  act  was  not  intended,  in  these  general 
terms,  to  apply  to  a  case  where  there  had  been  an  express  reservation  by 
law,  with  the  positive  provision  that  the  lands  thus  reserved  should  not 
be  entered,  located,  or  appropriated,  for  any  purpose  whatever.    This 
opinion  I  consider  as  fully  sustained,  if  a  doubt  could  exist  upon  the  sub- 
lect,  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  made  at 
January  term,  1839,  in  the  case  of  Wilcox  vs.  Jackson,  page  613.     In 
that  case^  the  court  says:  *^That  whensoever  a  tract  of  land  shall  have 
been  legally  appropriated  to  any  purpose,  from  that  monient  the  land  thus 
appropriated  becomes  severed  from  the  mass  of  the  public  lands;  and  that 
no  subsequent  law,  or  proclamation,  or  sale,  would  be  construed  to  em- 
brace it,  or  to  operate  upon  it,  although  no  reservation  were  made  of  it.'* 
In  the  case  of  the  ^'Hot  springs,"  there  was  not  only  a  reservation  in  ex- 
press terms,  but  that  reservation  was  accompanied  with  the  declaration 
that  the  lands  thus  reserved  should  not  be  entered,  located,  or  appropriated 
for  any  purpose  whatever.    The  lands  thus  reserved  have  been  marked 
on  the  township  jJat  as  reserved  landsy  not  subject  to  sale,  location,  or 
other  appropriation.    1  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  claim  of  Ham- 
mond and  Rector,  or  parties  claiming  under  them,  to  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion, embracing  the  Hot  springs,  for  the  reasons  above  mentioned,  is  un- 
tenable,  and  that  the  same  are  to  be  regarded  as  a  special  reservation, 
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under  the  act  of  April  20, 1832;  subject  alone  to  future  disposition  hf 
Congress. 

RICHARD  M.  YOUNG, 

Commissioner. 


No.  36. 


General  Land  Office, 

January  S,  1849. 
Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  request,  I  herewith  transmit,  1st,  an  extract  of 
a  letter  dated  September  18,  1839,  from  Commissioner  Whitcomb  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  2d,  a  copy  of  my  decision  of  the  8th  May, 
1848,  respecting  the  Hot  springs  reservation  in  Arkansas. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  M.  YOONG, 

Commisswner. 
Henry  M.  Rector,  Esq.,  Present. 


No.  36. 


General  Land  Office, 

January  25,  1849. 

Sir:  On  the  22d  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  a  printed 
copy  of  your  argument,  and  of  the  opinion  of  Richard  S.  Coxe,  esq.,  in  re- 
lation to  the  Hot  spring  location  of  the  New  Madrid  claim  of  Francis 
Langlois,  certificate  No.  467,  and  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that,  on 
examination  of  the  same,  I  do  not  find  therein  any  evidence  or  legal 
points  which  had  not  been  before  the  depaitment  prior  to  the  rendition 
of  the  decisions  of  this  office  against  the  validity  under  existing  laws  of 
said  location;  and  therefore,  without  entering  into  a  review  or  decision  of 
your  averments,  that  I  feel  constrained,  so  far  as  the  action  of  this  office 
m  the  premises  is  concerned,  to  let  the  matter  rest  where  the  official  de- 
cisions have  placed  it,  of  the  1st  March,  1843,  and  8th  May,  1848,  copies 
of  which  I  understand  you  have  obtained. 

As  the  Hon.  S.  Borland  has  referred  to  me  your  memorial  for  such 
further  information  as  I  may  be  able  to  communicate,  I  shall  return  the 
same  to  that  gentleman  with  a  printed  copy  of  your  argument,  x>f  Mr. 
Coxe's  opinion,  and  a  transcript  of  this  letter. 

Referring  to  the  last  paragraph  of  your  memorial,  I  beg  leave  respect- 
fully to  add,  that  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  perused  the  bill  which 
accompanied  it  until  its  receipt  here  with  that  memorial,  accompanied  by 
a  letter  of  the  18th  instant  from  the  Hon.  S.  Borlsmd;  and  that  when,  in 
any  case,  a  bill  by  request  of  a  party  is  drawn  here,  merely  as  a  matter  of 
accommodation,  the  assent  of  this  office  to  it,  or  its  recommendation  of  the 
same,  is  never  to  be  implied  or  understood,  unless  expressly  so  stated  in 
an  official  communication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  M,  YOUNG, 
Commissioner. 

Henry  M.  Rector,  Esq.^  Present* 
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No.  37. 

Argument  submiited  to  the  Hon*  R*  M.  Young,  Comnussionery  ^•c, 
relative  to  New  Madrid  claims  south  of  the  Arkansas  river ,  by  Henry 
M.  Rector, 

Hon.  Richard  M.  Young: 

In  compliance  with  vour  suggestion,  I  shall  briefly  state  my  views  in 
reference  to  the  New  Madrid  claim,  in  the  name  of  Francis  Langlois, 
located  by  Hammond  and  Rector,  on  the  Hot  springs  of  Arkansas,  some 
time  in  1818  or  1B19, 1  think,  and  now  alleged  by  me  as  the  heir  of  said 
Rector,  deceased. 

This  claim,  for  many  years,  owing  to  the  local  attraction  in  that  region 
of  country,  lay  dormant,  and  was  not  pressed  because  no  survey  could  be 
obtained  of  the  location,  and,  consequently,  no  patent  certificate  could  be 
issued. 

In  the  year  1837,  perhaps,  I  obtained  the  survey  of  the  surrounding 
couniry,  by  the  appropriation  of  some  of  my  individual  means  to  compen- 
sate the  .surveyor  for  the  extraordinary  pains  and  labor  required  to  accom- 
plish the  work.  • 

This  done,  I  procured  from  the  recorder  of  land  titles  for  Missouri  Terri- 
tory a  patent  certificate,  and  made  application  to  Mr.  Whitcomb  (the  then 
Commissioner)  for  a  patent.  ' 

After  a  thorough  examination  of  the  papers  my  claim  was  determined 
to  be  valid,  provided  that  a  pre-emption,  preferred  by  the  heirs  of  John 
Perciful,  did  not  prove  regular  and  take  precedence  by  priority. 

On  the  part  of  the  attorney  of  said  heirs  a  caveat  was  filed,  until  they 
might  procure  testimony  in  support  of  their  claim;  and,  on  the  failiure  of 
these  persons  to  substantiate  their  preemption,  a  patent  was  promised 
Mr.  F.  S.  Key,  who  was  then  my  attorney. 

Previous,  however,  to  the  lapse  of  time,  at  the  end  of  which  the  caveat 
was  to  expire,  Messrs.  Ashley  and  Beebee  located  the  entire  city  of  Little 
Rock  (then  held  by  New  Madrid  claims  and  pre-emption  rights  under 
the  act  of  1814)  by  virtue  of  floating  pre-emptions,  or  five-section  cl^ms, 
as  they  are  called.  And  upon  the  issue  being  made  between  the  New 
jMadrtd  claims  and  the  preemption  or  five-section  claim,  the  Commissioner 
(Whitcomb)  decided  in  favor  of  the  floats  and  against  the  New  Madrid 
claim,  upon  the  ground  tliat  the  Indian  title  to  the  land  upon  which  was 
located  the  New  Madrid  claim  was  not,  at  the  "  date  of  the  act,^^  extin- 
guished. 

This  opinion  is  supported  by  the  allegation  that  the  wording  of  the  New 
Madrid  act  of  the  17ih  February,  1815,  has  reference  to  the  date  of  the 
4ict  in  prescribing  the  mode  by  which  the  location  shall  be  made,  and  not 
the  date  of  location;  for,  if  the  language  there  used  was  conceived  to 
point  to  the  elate  of  the  location,  then  would  the  New  Madrid  claims  have 
maintamed  their  position,  and  been  of  unquestionable  validity,  as  they 
were,  in  all  cases,  made  subsequent  to  the  treaty  with  the  Quapaw  Indians. 

What  do  we  find  to  be  the  wording  of  the  act  of  1815?  It  is,  that  these 
New  Madrid  sufferers,  or  their  legsd  representatives,  shall  locate  a  like 
quantity  of  land,  of  any  of  the  land  of  the  Missouri  Territory, "  the  sale  oj 
which  is  authorized  by  law.^^  Upon  the  words  underscored  arises  the  di- 
versity of  opinion — "the  sale  of  which  is  authorized  by  law.''    What 
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means  this;  and  why  insert  this  provision  in  the  aeiO  Let  us  inquire,  first, 
as  to  what  is  the  ordinary  import  of  the  language  used  or  employed;  and, 
secondly,  why  it  became  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the 
government  that  the  term,  ^Hhe  sale  of  which  is  authorized  by  law ^^^  should 
be  employed  on  this  occasion. 

In  response  to  the  first  interrogatory,  I  will  adhere  to  that  well-settled 
principle,  applied  in  the  expoundmg  of  all  legislative  enactments,  to  wit: 
to  declare  that  to  be  the  law  which  was  the  intention  of  the  law-giver  at 
the  time. 

Now,  no  one  will,  I  presume,  assert  that  the  United  States,  on  the  ITth 
February,  1816,  could  not  have  sold  to  any  other  government,  or  iodi« 
Tiduals  of  her  own  government,  the  land  on  the  south  side  of  Arkansas 
river,  notwithstanding  it  was  then  occupied  by  the  Ciuapaw  Indians. 

If  this  be  conceded,  which  I  presume  no  one  will  attempt  to  controvert, 
then  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  the  land,  although  thus  occupied,  was 
not  intended,  nor  is  interdicted  as  against  the  New  Madrid  sufferers,  \fj 
the  act  of  the  ITth  February,  1815. 

It  is  held  that  no  sale  or  l()cation  ought  to  be  made  of  lands  in  the  Indian 
territory  because  of  the  injury  and  intrusion  offered  to  the  Indians.  But 
the  location  made  was  subsequent  to  the  treaty;  the  reason  there  failed, 
and  so  ought  the  law,  as  no  advantage  is  derived  for  the  government  by 
superseding  one  set  of  claims  to  give  place  to  another. 

The  doctrine  has  been  repeatedly  declared  by  the  Supreme  Court,  that 
the  Indians  have  only  an  usufruct,  and  no  part  of  a  legal  title;  and  par- 
ticularly would  this  seem  to  be  correct  doctrine  when  applied  to  any  por- 
tion of  the  country  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  French  government; 
fer  this  portion  of  our  territory  was  not,  like  many,  or  indeed  most  other 
portions,  acquired  by  conquest  from  the  Indians  and  others,  but  was  pro* 
cured  by  treaty  from  a  competent  government  for  a  good  and  valuaUe 
consideration.  And  again,  by  reference  to  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
18G3  with  the  French  government,  an  especial  allusion  and  provision  is 
thereby  made  and  agreed  upon  for  the  protection  of,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
specifically  defining,  the  rights  and  inmiunities  of  the  Indian  tribes, 
«mon^t  whom  were  found  mese  Cluapaws. 

And  what  concessions  are  there  made  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  what  asserted  by  the  French  government?  Only  "  that  the 
United  States  promise  to  execute  such  treaties  and  articles  as  may  have 
been  agreed  between  Spain  and  the  tribes  and  nations  of  Indians,  until, 
by  mutual  consent  of  the  United  States  and  the  said  tribes  or  nations, 
other  suitable  articles  shall  have  been  agreed  upon." 

To  ascertain  what  privileges  and  rights  were  guarantied  to  the  Indians 
by  the  United  States  in  virtue  of  the  article  above  alluded  to,  it  will  only 
be  necessary  to  advert  to  the  regulations  and  usages  of  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment, exercised  for  the  protection  and  advantage  of  the  Indian  tribes 
within  the  limits  of  the  Spanish  domain  previous  to  and  at  the  date  of 
the  treaty  embracing  the  article  or  provision  here  alluded  to.  From  in- 
disputable authority,  I  ascertain  those  immunities  to  have  been  in  re- 
spect to  the  right  or  occupancy  of  the  soil;  that  within  the  limits  of  the 
Indian  villages  they  were  permitted  to  appropriate  the  soil  to  their  er« 
elusive  benefit  or  use  for  the  time  of  actual  occupation;  but  in  no  case 
was  it  ever  conceived  by  the  Spanish  or  French  government  that  these 
wandering  savages  had  the  least  semblance  of  a  title  to  the  country  at 
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large  known  as  Louisiana;  for,  if  so,  the  treaty  with  France  or  Spain 
is  quite  a  nullity  and  dead  letter  on  our  statute  book.  And  is  not  the 
acknowledged  position  of  the  Indians  easily  ascertained  by  reference  to 
the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  just  cited  ?  There  we  find  the  character  of 
that  claim  specifically  agreed  upon  by  both  governments,  and  the  claim 
so  acknowledged  falling  very  far  short  of  a  legal  title  to  the  soil. 

And  further,  had  the  Indians  possessed  the  high  grade  of  title  now 
claimtid  for  them  under  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Whitcomb,  there  would  have 
been  no  necessity  for  making  any  provisions  for  them;  as,  under  that 
view  of  the  case,  they  would  have  been  entirely  competent  to  have  en- 
forced such  treaties  and  regulations  as  their  interests  or  fancies  demanded* 

Then  it  would  seem  that,  by  the  solemn  acts  of  our  own  government 
and  those  of  France  and  Spain,  the  title  of  the  Indians  was  only  a 
9uffcrance^  and  no  title  at  sJi;  we  may  infer,  therefore,  that  our  govern- 
ment,  occupying  this  position,  did  not  intend  to  exclude  the  New  Mad- 
rid sufi*erers  from  this  portion  of  Missouri  Territory,  by  using  the  term 
^^the  dale  of  which  is  authorized  by  law;"  for  the  power  to  sell  was  given 
to  the  President  previous  to  the  treaty,  and  was  in  nowise  enhanced 
thereby. 

But  it  will  perhaps  be  asked,  what  was  the  reason  for  the  use  of  the 
expression,  "the  sale  of  which  was  authorized  by  law  ?"  To  ascertain 
this  &ct  conclusively  we  must  recollect  that,  first,  under  our  land  sys- 
tem a  general  provision  is  made  by  which  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  empowered  to  have  surveyed  and  sold  any  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  district,  except  some  portions  and  particular  localities. 
These  are  exceptions;  these  are  not  authorized  to  be  sold^  but  specifi- 
cally reserved.  What  ai;e  these  interdicted  and  reserved  portions?  Salt 
springs,  lead  mines,  school  lands,  d^c,  &c. 

.  The  sale  of  these  is  not  authorized,  by  law;  therefore  the  necessity 
of  the  proviso,  in  the  act  of  1815,  to  protect  these  reservations;  for  sup- 
pose the  law  had  read,  "on  any  lands  of  Missouri  Territory," — that  would 
have  included  all  reservations;  therefore  the  necessity  of  the  proviso, 
and  the  decided  intention  of  Congress  in  so  framing  the  law;  and  it 
seems  clear  that  no  reference  whatever  was  meant  to  the  occupant  tititi 
of  the  Quapaw  Indians. 

Mr.  Wm.  Wirt,  in  an  opinion  delivered  as  Attorney  General,  says  in 
substance,  "  to  ascertain  what  lands  are  meant  by  the  term  ^the  sale  of 
which  is  authorized  by  law,'  it  is  only  necessary  to  look  to  the  law  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  sell  the  pvblic  domain,  deduct  therefrom  those 
tracts  reserved,  and  you  have  the  portion  indicated." 

The  land  covered  by  the  New  Madrid  claim  was  not  reserved,  nor 
interdicted  in  any  way,  at  the  date  of  the  act  of  1816;  and  I  believe  was 

Eroperly  subjected  to  the  New  Madrid  location,  as  is  pretty  well  estab- 
sbed  by  the  fact  that  many  more  claims  of  the  same  character  were 
located  south  of  the  Arkansas  river  ^  dnd  pate?ited  vrithaut  encountering 
an  objection.  For,  although  the.  Hot  spring  claim,  and  some  one  or  twa 
others  in  the  vicinity  of  Little  Rock,  were  adjudged  to  be  invaUd  or  irregr 
ular,  many  others,  similarly  situated,  have  long  since  been  perfected, 
and  the  owners  left  in  quiet  possession  of  the  property. 

Nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  had  elapsed,  during  all  of  which  time 
New  Madrid  claims  south  of  Arkansas  river  were  accredited  by  the  gov* 
eminent. 

Ex.— 3 
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Many  persons  had  invested  their  means  in  them,  as  the  United  States 
then  urged  -no  objection  to  the  claims,  and  by  patenting  them  repeat- 
edly acknowledged  their  validity. 

Upon  the  emanation  of  the  opinion  of  Whitcomb,  the  rule  of  action 
was  suddenly  changed,  and  all  New  Madrid  claims  south  of  the  Arkan- 
sas river  declared  to  be  void. 

Upon  the  suggestion  of  the  latb  Mr.  Francis  S.  Key,  who  was  in  this 
my  legal  adviser,  I  procured  through  my  friends  in  Congress,  after  re- 
peated efforts  for  several  years,  the  passage  of  a  supplemental  act  remov* 
mg,  as  it  was  universally  believed,  the  only  objection  urged  by  the  de- 
partment to  the  New  Madrid  location. 

Several  amendatory  acts  had  already  been  passed  on  this  subject,  and 
it  was  fairly  deducibie  that  Congress  would  again  consent  to  relieve 
the  few  claims  of  this  character,  which  were  as  meritorious  as  any,  of  a 
technical  objection,  one  founded  in  no  good  result,  either  to  the  gov- 
ernment or  to  individuals;  but,  on  the  other  hand, attended  with  many 
inconveniences  and  hardships  to  those  whose  titles  had  not  been  pa- 
tented. 

The  relief  sought  for  was  again  granted;  and  the  act  of  the  1st  of 
March,  1843,  was  supposed,  and  is  still  maintained  to  be,  amply  suffi- 
cient to  remove  the  objection  urged  by  Commissioner  Whitcomb  on  the 
founds  of  Indian  title,  &c.,  &c.  And  1  most  unhesitatingly  assert  that 
have  never,  up  to  this  period,  conceived  how  Commissioner  Blake 
could  conscientiously  avoid  the  effects  of  so  direct  and  positive  an  injunc- 
tion as  is  imposed  by  the  first  section  of  the  law  of  1843. 

What  were  the  circumstances  under  which.' the  law  was  enacted? 
What  were  undoubtedly  the  reasons  for  the  passage  of  the  law,  and  what 
is  its  plain  and  simple  import  ? 

The'  circumstances  have  already  been  related,  the  reasons  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  same  assigned,  and  the  references  plain  and  not  to  be  mis- 
taken. 

Is  it  necessary,  after  the  above  relation  of  facts,  to  offer  any  additional 
evidence  of  the  intention  of  Congress  in  passing  the  law?  I  think  there 
can  be  no  question  on  this  head. 

But  I  will  add  some  few  testimonials  in  favor  of  this,  to  my  mind, 
already  incontrovertible  position,  to  wit:  that  thS  framers  of  the  law  in- 
tended it  specifically  and  exclusively  for  the  confirmation  of  the  Hot  springs 
or  Langlois  claim.    I  mean  the  firet  or  confirmatory  section. 

That  this  section  of  the  act  must  have  reference  to  some  case  or  cases 
of  the  New  Madrid  locations  south  of  the  Arkansas  river,  is  too  plain  to  be 
qnestioned. 

Then  the  inquiry  arises,  what  claim  or  case  has  this  reference  to? 
Can  we  say,  to  none  at  all;  and  that  those  who  passed  the  law  knew  not 
what  they  did,  and  were  laboriously  employed  without,  forsooth,  even 
having  an  object  in  view?  This  would  be  to  ascribe  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  a  want  of  that  common-place  ability  which  is  univer- 
sally possessed  by  every  rational  creature.  Then  this  law'must  mean 
something;  must  have  been  enacted  for  some  purpose;  and  that  puxpose 
is  just  as  plain  and  evident  as  the  noonday  sun. 

I  assert,  without  fear  of  successful  contradiction,  that  the  act  of  the  1st 
of  March,  1843,  was  passed  in  direct  reference  to  the  New  Madrid  claiot 
on  the  Hot  springs,  and  was  so  understood  and  known  to  be,  by  persona 
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ih  «ncl  out  of  Congress,  and  all  were  astonished  at  the  unexpected  and 
extraordinary  position  assumed  by  the  Commissioner  on  application  by 
Governor  J.  S.  Conway  for  the  patent. 

And  why  is  this  act  exclusively  referable  to  the  Langlois  claim  with 
such  a  degree  of  certainty? 

For  the  reason  that  it  is  the  only  isolated  case  or  claim  south  of  the 
Arkansas  river  that  had  not  either  6ee;e  already  patented y  or  the  title  grant- 
ed or  sold  by  the  government  at  the  date  of  the  parage  of  the  act.  This  feet 
may  be  clearly  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  proper  "^department*  in  your 
office. 

What  does  the  first  section  assert?  That  the  locations  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Arkansas  river,  &.,  &.,^'shall  be  perfected  in  grants." 

This  additional  character,  or  perfecting  into  grants,  could  only  be  exer- 
cised by  Congress,  when  the  tide  of  the  land  located  still  remained,  or 
still  was  in  possession  ^f  the  government  at  the  date  of  the  act.  Nothing 
else  will  be  contended;  nothing  more  asked  at  the  hands  of  the  claimants, 
as  nothing  more  by  possibility  could  be  given.  Then  let  me  propound 
the  interrogatory,  "  Was  the  title  to  the  land  covered  by  any  other  Neib 
Madrid  claim,  sovth*of  the  Arkansas  river,  except  the  Langlois  claimy'*^ 
\n  the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  March,  1843?  I  answer,  that  it  was 
not;  that  no  other  case  on  that  day,  or  for  some  time  previous,  was  in  a 
position  that  could  be  affected  by  the  first  section  of  the  act.  Wherefore, 
it  is  unquestionably  true  that  the  Hot  springs  claim  was  only  and  alon6 
referred  to  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  1843. 

For  my  position  that  the  title  had  previously  passed  to  the  land  covered 
by  every  other  New  Madrid  claim,  except  that  in  favor  of  Langlois,  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1843, 1  ha^  only  to  refer  you  to  your  own  department, 
when  it  will  be  seen  that  all  others  had  been  either  patented  or  set  aside, 
and  the  land  sold  or  located,  and  owned  by  individuals,  not  by  the  govern- 
ment. 

Thus  the  conclusion  seems  irresistible  that  the  first  section  of  the  act 
could  only  operate  on  the  Langlois  claim;  the  title  to  that  land  only,  of 
the  claims  designated,  being  in  the  government  at  the  passage  of  the  act. 

I  will,  however,  for  the  sake  of  a  conclusive  illustration  of  this  point,  cite 
you  to  ttie  condition  ot  each  individual  New  Madrid  claim,  "  south  of  the 
Arkansas  river,^*  on  the  Ist  March,  1843. 

First,  then,  we  will  take  three  claims  lying  on  and  contiguous  to  thi 
city  of  Little  Rock,  to  wit;  the  Degarlos,  the  Porier,  and  the  Cockrame 
claims.  What  is  their  condition  on  the  1st  of  March,  1843?  The  land 
embraced  by  the  two  first  was  located  by  Messrs.  Ashley  and  Bebee  with 
floats,  and  patented  some  four  or  five  years  previously,  the  New  Madrid 
claims  entirely  superseded  and  abandoned,  and  a  complete  and  legat  title 
passed  to  individuals,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  by  the  general  government. 

And  what  as  to  the  Cockrame  claim?  That  we  find  covered  also  by 
'Aiefii^e'Sectum  floats  located  by  Ashley  and  Bebee,  which  locations  were 
sustained  and  cmfirmed  by  the  department  as  early  as  1837  or  1838,  and 
are  held  beyond  all  question  to  be  good,  and  so  acted  upon  up  to  this 
instant. 

The  floats  in  this  case  have  not  been  patented;  but  why?  Because,  that 
by  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  a  patent  is  not  necessary  to  pass 
the  legal  title,  when,  by  the  terms  of  law,  a  grant  is  created,  and  a  patent 
not  expressly  required.  And  by  this  opinion  a  complete  title  is  held  to 
have  passed  in  1837  or  1838  to  the  land  in  question. 
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Next  in  order  I  ^nll  eite  the  condition  of  the  Dorlac  claim.  Of  this  1 
am  not  so  familiar^  but  am  sufficiently  well  advised  to  say  that  a  pateol 
issued  in  the  year  1836,  by  which  a  legal  title  is  esteemed  to  have  passed; 
for  although  patents  at  this  day  are  accredited  only  os  prima  faciei  yet  I 
feel  confident  that  as  late  as  the  year  1843  the  Land  Department  univer- 
sally acknowledged  the  effic&cy  of  patents  when  they  were  f atrip  obtctined. 
And  iHcnow  of  no  case  up  to  that  period  in  which  a  patent  was  cancelled, 
if  properly  secured^  because  of  a  subsequently  different  interpretation  <tf 
the  law. 

But  allowing  that  the  patent  in  the  Dorlac  case  did  not  complete  or  pass 
a  title  to  the  land,  it  is  sufficient  for  my  purpose  to  assert  the  fect^  thai 
the  individuals  claiming  had;  by  in-eemption  or  otherwise,  placed  tiiem* 
selves  in  such  a  position  as  not  to  require  the  aid  of  ihe  first  section  of  the 
act  of  the  1st  of  March;  1843;  and  sought  not;  nor  were  they  instrumeotal 
in  its  passage;  and  have  neither  asked  nor  received  any  benefits  from  its 
enactment. 

The  case  which  next  fells  under  onr  observation  is  that  of  Benjamin 
Foy.  From  the  memoranda  I  have  befere  mC;  the  date  of  patenting  is 
not  eiven;  but  a  patent  in  this  case  has  also  been  issued;  and^  from  my 
xecollection  of  the  circumstance;  it  will  be  found  to  bear  date  in  the  year 
1836  or  1837;  but  at  least  it  is  many  years  previous  to  the  Lst  of  March, 
1843.  And  whether  the  claimants  rely  upon  the  patent  or  not,  certain  it 
is  that  they  were  secured  by  some  of  the  various  pre-emption  taws  enact- 
ed previous  to  1843;  and  needed  not  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  1st  of 
March  to  protect  them  in  their  rights ;  at  all  events ;  not  the  shadowing 
wing  of  the  first  section. 

And  again,  if  my  memory  is  not  treacherous  there  are,  perhaps,  some 
two  or  three  additional  claims  *^  south  of  the  Arkansas  river;'*  but  not 
being  able,  from  the  plats  in  your  office,  to  obtain  a  detailed  account  of 
them,  1  shall  be  unable  to  allude  to  them  so  specifically  as  I  would  like. 
I  will  content  myself  with  asserting  that,  upon  examination  of  their  con- 
dition, it  will  be  found  that,  previous  to  the  year  1843^  a  good  and  le^ 
title  had  passed  from  the  government,  and  that  they  neither  required  the 
assistance  of  the  act  of  the  Ist  of  March,  nor  were  they  in  such  a  condi- 
tion as  would  make  it  possible  for  the  act  to  affect  or  refer  to  them,  as  the 
government  had  previously  passed  a  full  and  complete  title^  when^  of 
pourse,  nothing  further  was  left  to  be  done. 

From  the  exhibition  of  the  above  fiicts,  then,  it  seems  to  be  conclusive 
that  the  Langlois  or  Hot  spring  claim  was  the  only  one  the  condition  of 
which  could  have  been  materiSly  changed  or  improved  by  the  act  of  the 
1st  of  March,  1843.  Hence  we  must,  of  necessity,  conclude  that  the 
firamers  of  the  law  held  that  claim  in  their  mind's  eye  on  its  introduction 
and  passage;  for,  upon  examination,  we  have  ascertained  that  to  the  land 
embraced  by  that  location  only  had  the  United  States  retained  her  title, 
and  of  course  would  not  labor  to  give  away  that  which  had  already 


I  hold  it  to  be  incontrovertible,  therefore,  that  the  Langlois  claim  is 
entitled,  justly  entitled,  to  the  remedial  provisions  of  the  first  seciion  of 
the  act. 

In  your  opinion  of  the  8th  May,  in  adverting  to  the  reservation  act  of 
1832,  you  remark  diat  ^*  the  reservation  by  this  act  shows  that  the  location 
of  the  New  Madrid  certificate,  ou  the  27th  of  January,  1819,  was  con- 
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Sidered  as  illegal  at  the  time  it  was  made,  and;  so  fiir,  that  the  location 
was  of  no  more  validity  than  if  it  had  not  been  made  at  all." 

Prom  this  opinion  I  must  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  dissent,  and 
confidently  hope,  by  a  simple  narration  of  facts  in  connexion  with  this 
circumstance,  to  be  able  to  induce  you  to  so  modify  your  opinion  as  that 
you  will  not  henceforward  so  regard  the  act  of  1832  as  will  require  it  to 
amount  to  an  absolute  or  even  partial  denial  of  the  merits  or  validity  of 
the  location  under  the  act  of  1815. 

You  will  bear  in  mind,  as  I  have  stated  in  some  previous  clause  of  this 
argument,  that  the  claim,  as  located  by  Hammond  and  Rector,  because  of 
insurmountable  difficulties,  was  kept  in  the  background  from  the  date  of 
its  location  up  to  the  years  of  1837  and  1838;  that  the  country  contiguous 
to  the  claim  was  not  until  within  a  late  period  surveyed,  and,  remaining 
in  that  situation,  no  connecting  plat  or  patent  certificate  could  be  procured 
for  it,  which  precluded  any  action  upon  it  in  any  way*  The  then  dele- 
gate in  Congress,  H.  W.  Conway,  perhaps  lost  sight  of  the  existing 
claim,  or,  perhaps,  notteing  in  possession  of  the  reasons  that  impeded  its 
progress,  came  hastily  to  the  conclusion  that  the  float  had  been  lifted, 
superseded,  or  otherwise  rendered  inoperative,  and  thus  became  induced 
to  insert  the  provision  as  against  any  subsequent  individual  claims  that 
would  have  grown  up  under  the  repeated  acts  granting  pre-emptions  to 
settlers  on  the  western  lands. 

Or  it  may  be  that  Mr.  Conway  himself  was  familiar  with  the  circum- 
stance that  many,  very  many,  of  the  earthquake  claims  were  superseded, 
because  of  the  spuriousness  of  the  original  certificate  of  tocatiotiy  and 
deemed  it  proper  that,  if  such  should  be  the  result  of  the  claim  then 
alleged  lo  the  property,  some  provision  be  made  which  would  exclude 
the  springs  firom  the  operation  of  subsequent  locations  or  purchase,  for  I 
apprehend  that  Mr.  Conway  was  fully  apprized  that  no  law  of  1832  could 
by  any  means  tarnish  or  invalidate  rights  established  under  the  act  of 
1816. 

And  again,  a  very  valuable  interest,  at  that  time  held  and  confidently 
relied  upon  by  Mr.  Conway,  in  the  city  of  Little  Hock^  in  virtue  of  the 
New  Madrid  locations,  known  as  the  Degarios  and  Porier  claims,  together 
with  the  near  relationship  that  existed  between  Elias  Rector  (one  of  the 
owners  of  the  Langlois  claim)  and  the  honorable  delegate,  forbids  the 
presumption  that  he  considered  the  Hot  spring  claim  a  mere  nullity,  or,  in 
other  words,  that  he  would  willingly  have  originated  any  law  to  be  quoted 
as  an  express  condemnation  of  the  claim  in  question. 

And  1  beg  leave  further  to  remark  that  such  could  not  have  been  the 
construction  of  Mr.  C,  (if  construction  he  gave  at  all,)  for  I  respectfully 
ask  that  you  bear  in  mind  that,  until  the  late  opinion  of  Mr.  Whitcomb, 
ijiii  the  year  1839,)  New  Madrid  claims  south  of  the  Arkansas  river  were 
as  highly  appreciated  as  those  located  in  any  other  portion  of  Missouri 
Territory,  for  I  must  remind  jrou  that,  as  late  as  1836,  that  rule  of  action 
was  adhered  to,  as  per  patent  issued  to  John  Doriac,  6th  April,  1836. 

The  presumption,  therefore,  I  think  is  untenable,  that  the  Congress  of 
183&  meant,  by  its  interdict,  to  condemn  the  location  under  the  act  of 
1815,  but  was  only  desirous  of  precluding  any  additional  rights  to  other 
individuals. 

You  remark  in  your  opinion,  also,  that  '*  surely  this  remedial  act  was 
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not  intended  in  those  geneml  terms  to  apply  to  a  case  ^heve  there  In4 
been  an  express  reservation  by  law,"  ^c. 

In  regard  to  this — the  intewion  of  the  first  section  of  the  law — ^I  flatter 
myself  that  I  have,  in  a  former  portion  of  this  narration^  treated  this  point 
so  elaborately  that  yoq  will  no  longer  doubt,  at  leasts  the  intention  of  Ae 
law,  for  of  that  there  can  be  no  question  with  one  so  fanuliar  as  nzysdf 
with  the  promptings  of  those  who  framed  the  law^  to  doubt  would  anooont 
to  surpassing  incredulity  and  marvellous  prejudice. 

But  I  am  fully  aware  of,  and  meet  with  no  difSculty  in  appreciating, 
your  position  on  this  head,  for  I  confess  that  some  additions  to  the  word- 
ing oi  the  act  would  have  pointed  more  plainly  to  its  intentioos. 

But  there  were  at  least  two  or  more  reasons  why  I  presume  CoIoDel 
Sevier,  who  was  the  fraraer  of  the  law,  thought  it  only  necessary  to  em- 
ploy genered  terms ,  the  first  of  which  was  <^  that  the  passage  of  a  law 
affording  general  relief  would  meet  with  much  less  opposition  and  wore 
firiends  than  one  of  an  exclusive  character."  And,  as  I  expected  some 
opposition  on  account  of  this  reservation,  I  suggested  to  him  to  embrace 
every  interest  that  had  suffered  by  the  late  decision  of  Mr.  Whitcomb, 
that,  if  any  case  occurred  in  which  the  United  States  still  held  the  tiUe, 
it  might  thereby  be  confirmed. 

For  the  same  reason  provision  was  made  for  the  pre-emption,  under  the 
act  of  1814,  preferred  to  the  springs  by  the  widow  and  heirs  of  John  Per- 
ciful,  deceased  9  that  their  claim  might  stand  upon  the  same  fixating  with 
the  New  Madrid  clsdm,  and  might  rise  or  &11  upon  its  own  merits. 

Another  and  the  most  substantial  reason  for  the  employment  of  generad 
terms  was,  that  the  New  Madrid  claim  had  passed  through  an  onleal  of 
several  years  of  scrutinizing  investigation,  and  stood  before  the  depart- 
ment without  an  objection,  except  the  Q,uapaw  treaty  difficulty,  and  to 
remove  that  isolated  pbjection  seemed  only  necessary  to  enable  the  claim- 
ants to  obtain  a  patent.  Wherefore,  no  exclusive  allusion  or  mention  was 
made  of  the  claim,  but  it  was  conceived  that  by  a  general  provision  all 
would  be  well. 

The  provision  made  for  the  pre-emptions  of  1814  by  the  act  of  1843,  is 
an  additional  argument  in  favor  of  the  construction  loi  which  I  contend. 

It  says  that  pre-emptions  south  of  the  river  shall  also  be  entertained. 
What  case,  permit  me  to  ask  you,  could  this  benefit,  but  the  pre-emption 
of  Perciful  on  the  springs  ?  None  other,  for  we  must  suppose  that  fiom 
1814  to  1843  a  right  by  settlement  would  h^ve  accrued  repeatedly  under 
the  many  pre-emption  laws  enacted  in  the  interim;  but  the  land  at  the 
springy  being  reserved  by  the  act  of  1832,  rendered  it  subject  to  the  coa- 
jBrmation  act;  and  if  indeed  a  pre-emption  could  be  established  under  ite 
law  of  1814,  it  would  take  precedence  and  hold  the  property.  Then^  fi»- 
sooth,  I  would  not  be  instrumental  in  the  passage  of  an  act  fostering  an 
adverse  claim,  without,  at  the  same  moment,  making  some  provision  fiv 
inyown. 

In  the  closing  paragraph  of  your  opinion  you  reassert  your  former  posi- 
tion, and  remark,  "That  if  a  doubt  exist  upon  this  subject,  by  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  made  at  January  t«ni^ 
1839,  in  the  case  of  Wilcox  vs.  Jackson,  page  513,  in  that  ca.se  the  couit 
says:  "That  whensoever  a  tract  of  land  shall  have  once  been  legally  t^ 
propriated  to  smy  purpose ^  from  that  nK)ment  the  land  thus  qpprcpriaiti 
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becomes  severed  from  the  mass  of  the  public  land«;  and  that  no  subse- 
quent law,  or  proclamation,  or  sale,  would  be  construed  to  embrace  it/* 

You  will  observe  the  distinction;  and  mark  the  words  of  the  decision^ 
^^whensoever  a  tract  of  land  shall  have  been  legally  appropriated  to  any 
purpose^  from  that  moment  the  land  thvs  appropriated  becomes  severed 
from  the  mass  of  the  public  lands, ^^  Your  inference  following  would  be 
faixXy  deducible  if  the  case  in  point  assumed  the  description  of,  and  fell 
within  the  purview  of  the  decision;  for  I  would  not  attempt  to  gainsay 
your  argument,  if  indeed  the  interdict  of  the  act  of  1832  could  be  main* 
lained  or  considered  as  an  appropriation.  This,  I  think,  cannot  be  de- 
rived from  the  law;  for  can  any  one  say  to  what  purpose  or  use  the  land 
has  been  applied  ?  None  except  the  United  States  can  appropriate  to  th^ 
United  States.  The  land  has  in  nowise  changed  its  tenure;  it  is  held 
and  owned  by  the  same  authority  and  for  the  same  purposes  that  it  was 
before  the  reservation.  No  one  will  doubt  the  power  of  Congi'ess  to  pass 
a  law  for  the  sale,  appropriation,  or  other  disposition  of  any  part  of  the 
four  sections  to  which  she  pbs  title,  &c.  Although  the  act  of  1832  ex- 
pressly prohibits  the  sale,  &c.,  of  the  land,  it  cannot  be  maintained  from 
that,  that  a  subsequent  Congress  could  not  sell,  appropriate,  grant  pre- 
emption rights,  or  confinn  existing  claims,  in  any  way  to  pass  the  title  to 
individuals.  The  only  difference  to  my  mind  between  the  land  in  the 
reservation  and  government  land  generally  is,  that  the  act  of  1832  inhibits 
the  ordinary  mode  of  disposing  of  the  land  embraced.  She  professed  to 
have  no  peculiar  use  for  the  property,  but  only  to  make  it  the  subject  of 
future  legislation;  and  no  matter  whether  that  legislation  was  to  grant  oar 
sell  to  individuals,  or  donate  to  common  schools,  or  military,  or  benevo- 
lent purposes;  yet  when  that  legislation  was  had,  of  whatsoever  a  char- 
acter it  may  have  been,  the  title  must  pass  accordingly,  and  the  object  of 
the  reservation  will  then  have  been  completed,  and  the  act  of  1832  stand 
in  the  position  that  subsequent  legislation  has  assigned  it. 

Thus  it  is  that  the  act  of  1832  reserved  for  future  disposition;  the  act 
of  1843  made  that  disposition,  (to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  arpens,) 
the  2,390  acres  remaining  yet  to  be  disposed  of. 

I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  is 
wanting  in  application,  as  between  the  terms  of  the  law  and  those  of  the 
decision  there  is  a  marked  and  fatal  discrepancy. 

Appropriations  are  for  a  specific /miyosc,  for  the  use  and  convenience  of 
the  government,  military,  naval,  or  otherwise;  this  has  none  of  those 
features,  none  of  those  public  ends  to  advance,  and  the  reservation  is  sub- 
ject to  sale,  confirmation,  and  pre-emption,  if  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  should  so  direct. 

And  permit  me  in  conclusion  to  remark,  that  although  the  advance- 
ment or  the  public  good  ought  and  does  not  usually  weigh  a  feather  in 
the  scale  in  directing  one^s  mind  to  an  important  conclusion  on  legal 

Soints,  still  I  cannot  refrain  firom  callinglyour  attention  to  the  manifold 
isadvantages  under  which  residents  in  the  vicinity  of  the  property,  and 
the  county  at  large,  are  laboring  in  consequence  of  the  unsettled  condi- 
tion of  the  title. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  brought  to  the  notice  of  our  legislatures  and  our 
public  men,  and  they  invariably  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  the  present 
unsettled  individual  claims  forbids  an  interference  until  the  question  shall 
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hare  been  settled;  either  before  the  department  or  the  courts  of  the 
country. 

Entertaining  a  conscientious  belief,  as  I  do,  that  the  title  under  whkh 
I  claim  is  just  and  legal ,  and  being  so  decided  by  all  legal  counsels  I  hare 
yet  consulted,  I  cannot  consent  to  yield  my  pretensions  short  of  the  high- 
est tribunals  that  are  known  to  the  country. 

Accompanied  herewith  you  will  receive  a  report  of  a  committee  of  tho 
Senate  to  whom  I  referred  the  different  laws  in  reference  to  the  subject, 
whereupon  they  readily  accorded  to  the  New  Madrid  and  other  claims 
such  a  degree  of  merit  as  forbids  the  passage  of  a  resolution  requiring  our 
delegation  in  Congress  to  vote  for  the  passage  of  a  law  exdvsivehf  £)r  the 
benefit  of  the  StatCy  thinking  it  most  probable  that  such  a  course  would 
only  tend  to  defer  and  fhrther  embarrass  the  settlement  of  the  title. 

An  extravagant  estimate  of  the  value  has  also  been  placed  upon  ttie 
property.  It  is,  to  be  sure,  valuable,  but  is  fax  in  arrears  of  tvhat  m«ny 
suppose. 

All  of  which  I  most  respectfully  submit.  ^ 

HENRY  M.  RECTOR. 

Washington  cfty,  D.  C,  January  16, 1849. 
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Opinion  of  Richard  S.  Coxe  on  the  New  Madrid  claims  south  of  Arktmsas 

river. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  February  17,  1815,  a 
party  having  rights  as  owning  lands  in  the  county  of  New  Madrid,  in 
the  Wisconsin  Territory,  had  this  right  located  on  the  Hot  springs,  in 
Arkansas,  in  the  year  1819.  In  consequence  of  the  peculiar  state  of  the 
country,  which  prevented  the  public  surveys  i5rom  being  made,  it  was  im- 
practicable for  the  parties  interested  to  obtain  for  several  years  any  patent 
certificate,  and  of  course  no  patent  was  issued.  These  impediments 
having  been  removed,  and  the  surveys  perfected,  the  patent  certificate  in 
regular  form  was  obtained,  and  application  duly  made  to  the  Land  Office 
for  a  patent. 

At  this  time,  in  1837-*8,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
perceived  no  irregularity  in  any  of  the  preliminary  proceedings.  The 
original  right, under  a  New  Madrid  proprietor  was  admitted;  tliat  the  land 
upon  which  this  right  had  been  located  was  subject  to  such  location  was 
recognised;  the  validity  of  the  patent  certificate  was  acknowledged.  In- 
deed, under  the  then  settled  practice  of  the  office  none  of  these  points 
could  be  disputed.  Many  ins^nces  had  occurred  in  which,  under  pre- 
cisely the  same  circumstancel^  other  parties  had  obtained  patents,  ths 
validity  of  which  has  never  been  questioned,  and  the  titles  thus  consum* 
mated  have  never  been  impugned. 

One  single  obstacle  was  alone  interposed  which  prevented  the  emanation 
of  the  patent  in  this  case;  which  was,  that  a  pre-enipiion  right  had  been 
^exhibited  to  the  same  land  by  the  heirs  of  John  Perciful,  who  had  filed  a 
caveat  against  the  claim  now  under  consideration.  This  difficulty  was, 
however,  soon  obviated.    The  parties  interested  in  the  pie-emption  claim 
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ftfled  in  substantiating  it,  and  the  Land  Office  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  Mr.  Rector's  right  was  perfect,  and  promised  that  a  patent  should  be 
made  out  for  him. 

Unfortunately,  however,  during  the  delay  thus  occasioned,  a  conflict 
occurred  between  certain  parties  claiming  under  floats,  as  they  were 
termed,  and  certain  parties  who  had  located  New  Madrid  certificates  upon 
the  ground  covered  by  the  town  of  Little  Rock.  The  controversy  termi- 
nated in  a  decision,  made  by  Commissibner  Whitcomb,  that  the  New 
Madrid  locations  were  irre^ilar,  upon  the  single  ground  that  they  had 
been  made  upon  land  to  which,  at  the  date  of  the  act  of  1816,  the  Indian 
title  had  not  been  extinguished. 

This  decision  was  thus  pronounced  after  numerous  patents  had  issued 
upon  similar  titles,  the  validity  of  which  the  government  has  never  ques- 
tioned. It  was  ..a  decision  in  a  single  case,  involving  conflicting  claims 
of  difierent  parties.  It  was  made  after  an  opinion  had  been  definitively 
pronounced  in  fiivor  of  this  particular  claim,  and  a  distinct  assurance  that 
a  patent  should  issue.  It  was  made  after  the  Indian  title  had  in  fact  been 
extinguished,  and  when  the  location  was  not  made  until,  by  such  extin- 
guishment, all  possible  danger  of  injury  to  the  Indians,  or  conflict  with 
any  of  their  rights,  had  ceased.  The  decision  was  given  under  all  these 
circumstances,  upon  a  construction  of  certain  phraseology  in  the  act  ot 
Februaiy,  1815,  which,  even  if  conceded  to  be  correct,  all  will  admit  to 
be  founded  before  the  very  apices  juris — a  strict  and  rigid  construction  of, 
to  say  the  least,  a  very  doubtful  expression. 

The  act  of  1815  had  authorized  the  New  Madrid  sufferers,  who  had 
sustained  heavy  losses  from  an  act  of  Providence,  to  mitigate  these  calam- 
ities by  locating  the  same  quantity  of  land  which  had  been  destroyed  or 
essentially  injured  by  an  earthquake,  "  on  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the 
said  Territory,  the  sale  of  which  is  authorized  by  law."  The  Land  Office 
had  itself  adopted  the  construction  that  the  lands  on  which  the  present 
party  had  located  his  rights  were  comprehended  in  this  description.  In 
several  instances,  as  has  been  observed,  they  had  acted  upon  this  construc- 
tion, and  had  confirmed  the  titles  to  such  lands  by  issuing  a  patent 

Now,  however,  after  the  lapse  of  years — after  the  party  had  incurred 
heavy  expenses — after  he  had  successfully  encountered  and  overcome  all 
individual  competitors— after  resting  upon  the  established  practice  of  the 
department  to  whose  action  he  was  to  look  for  the  rules  by  which  he  was 
to  regulate  his  conduct  and  to  perfect  his  rights,  he  is  suddenly  and  un- 
expectedly arrested  by  a  change  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioner — a 
change  of  opinion  which  is  made  to  divest  him  of  property  to  which  he 
had  a  title  always  before  regarded  as  perfect,  and  to  reverse  judgments  Oi 
the  office  to  which  he  had  studied  to  conform. 

It  was  now  held  by  the  Commissioner  that  lands  to  which  the  Indian 
title  had  not  been  extinguished  were  not  public  lands  of  the  United  States, 
the  sale  of  which  is  authorized  by  law.  It  was  also  held  that  the  word  ''is," 
in  the  statute,  must  be  rigidly  restricted  to  the  very  date  of  the  act,  and 
that  it  did  not  comprehend  any  lands  which,  on  the  17th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1815,  might  not  have  been  sold,  although  subsequently  to  that  date 
every  impediment  of  this  kind  had  been  removed. 

It  must  be  conceded  on  all  hands  that  such  rigid  constructions  origt- 
Dated  in  a  spirit  wholly  different  from  that  which  actuated  the  Congress, 
when,  in  1815,  it  passed  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  New  Madrid  sufferers. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


[70^1 


it 


The  legislature  had  been  animated  by  a  noble  and  liberal  spirit  tovanfa 
those  whose  property  had  been  destroyed  by  an  awful  visitation  of  Provi- 
dence. The  officers  of  the  land  office  appeared  to  be  .laboring  in  what 
manner  and  to  what  extent  they  could  narrow  down  and  curtail  this  act  of 
generosity. 

One  objection  which  was  raised  against  certain  of  these  locations  was, 
that  they  did  not  correspond  with  the  lines  of  the  public  surveys;  and  on 
the  ground  that  this  would  generate  trouble  and  confusion,  the  officers  of 
the  land  office  cut  this  Gordian  knot,  and  summarily  rejected  the  whole 
class  as  essentially  and  incurably  defective.  Congress  speedily  interfered 
to  rectify  this  palpable  violation  of  law,  and  on  the  26th  of  April,  1822, 
passed  an  act  to  remedy  this  evil,  and  confirmed  all  locations  which,  oth- 
erwise correct,  were  tainted  with  this  imputed  irregularity. 

Driven  from  this  ground,  these  gentlemen  sought  for  other  rigid  and 
technical  objections,  drawn  from  the  phraseology  of  the  act  of  1815,  to 
limit  the  benefits  which  it  was  designed  to  provide.  Congress  was  equally 
alert  to  counteract  this  propensity,  and  on  the  2d  March,  1827,  passed  an 
act  which  it  was  vainly  thought  would  efiectually  preclude  all  further  diffi- 
culties, which  was  expressed  in  the  most  comprenensive  terms,  confinn- 
ing  the  locations  which  had  been  made,  "  any  construction  thereof  (that 
is,  of  the  act  of  February,  1815)  to  the  contra^  notwithstanding." 

The  ability  of  Congress  was,  however,  no  match  for  the  ingenuity  of 
strict  constructionists.  All,  or  nearly  all,  of  these  locatipns  had  been  finally 
disposed  of  at  the  department.  That  now  under  consideration,  it  is  be- 
lieved, was  alone  in  controversy  with  the  government  Ocmgress  had 
provided  that  these  locations  should  be  valid,  although  made  upon  lands 
which  had  never  been  exposed  to  sale  by  the  Executive,  or  which  had 
not  been  surveyed,  or  which  had  been  found  to  disregard  the  sectional 
lines  of  the  public  surveys.  One  objection  still  existed  by  which  Mr. 
Rector  was  prevented  firom  obtaining  his  patent.  The  Indian  title  had 
not  been  extinguished  on  the  17th  February,  1816 — the  day  on  which  the 
act  passed.  It  was  urged  in  vain  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  statute 
which  prescribed  such  a  term;  tficU  the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished 
before  the  land  luid  been  located;  that  the  proper  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment had  recognised  and  approved  of  all  the  steps  which  had  been  taken, 
and  granted  a  patent  certificate.  All  was  unavailing.  The  non-extin- 
guishment of  die  Indian  title  at  the  precise  date  of  the  law,  by  a  conr 
struction  of  the  statute  which  had  been  positively  interdicted  by  Con- 
gress, was  still  an  insurmountable  impediment. 

By  the  advice  of  counsel,  and  through  the  aid  of  friends  in  Congress, 
an  act  was  procured  to  be  passed,  on  the  1st  March,  1843,  the  first  sectba 
of  which  was  designed  and  intended  to  operate  especially,  if , not  ex- 
clusively, upon  (his  very  location,  and  to  obviate  the  only  objection  then 
known  to  exist  in  the  mind  of  the  Conmiissioner  of  the  Land  Office. 
The  first  section  of  this  act,  in  the  plainest  and  most  peremptory  terms, 
declares  that  the  locations  theretofore  made  under  the  act  of  February, 
1815,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Arkansas  river,  if  otherwise  regular,  shall 
be  perfected  into  grants,  <^in  like  manner  as  if  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river  had  been  completely  extinguished  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  said  act." 

The  gentleiflan  through  whose  friendly  aid  this  act  had  been  passed^ 
for  the  specific  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  this  particular  controversy, 
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HOW  called  upon  the  Commissioner  to  obtain  the  patent  which  had  so 
long  been  promised,  and  which  had  been  withheld  on  the  single  objec- 
tion of  the  non-extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title.  To  his  no  small 
astonishment,  he  was  informed  that  the  very  statute  which  he  had  been 
laboring  to  have  passed  for  the  very  purpose  of  perfecting  this  location 
contained  some  provisions  out  of  which  new  objections  were  to  spring, 
which  completely  frustrated  the  object  which  he  had  designed  to  accom- 
pUsh. 

The  views  now  taken  by  the  Commissioner  will  be  found  in  his  letter 
of  March  1,  1&I3,  written  on  the  very  day  the  act  received  the  approval 
of  the  President,  and,  consequently,  without  much  time  or  opportunity 
for  consideration.  I  beg  not  to  be  understood  as  designing  any  imputa- 
tion upon  Colonel  Blake,  whom  I  have  ever  found  an  honorable  gentle- 
man; but  certainly  this  opinion  of  his  indicated  very  clearly  either  "fore- 
gone conclusions,"  or  an  uncommonly  rapid  way  of  forming  judgments, 
utterly  at  variance  with  the  views  of  those  who  had  framed  the  statute 
upon  which  his  opinion  was  founded. 

An  examination  of  this  hastily  prepared  opinion  will  fully  corroborate 
these  first  impiessions.  Unless  I  have  entirely  misapprehended  both  the 
^neral  policy  and  the  specific  language  of  this  statute,  Colonel  Blake  has 
altogether  misconceived  both.  The  collateral  evidence  which  exists  in 
the  office  may  indicate  which  is  in  error  in  poigt  of  fact,  and  the  views 
here  presented  will  furnish  the  means  of  deciding  which  is  in  error  iQ 
point  of  law. 

The  Commissioner,  in  the  letter  alluded  to,  intimates  that  there  are 
two  pre-emption  claims  which  had  been  rejected  by  the  department  on  the 
;same  grounds  upon  which  the  invalidihr  of  this  New  Madrid  location  had 
been  disallowed.  Now,  the  records  oi  the  Land  Office  will  show  that, 
independently  of  any  such  objection,  these  pre-emption  claims  never  have 
been  substantiated  by  that  kind  of  evidence,  or  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  law,  and  that  they  are  upon  no  ground  whatever  admissible;  even  if 
this  claim  were  out  of  the  way,  or  the  particular  objection  as  to  the  Indian 
title  removed,  between  this  claim  of  Mr.  Rector  and  those  no  difficulty 
could  exist. 

The  principal  ground,  however,  upon  which  the  Commissioner  relies, 
grows  out  of  a  provision  contained  in  this  act  of  1843,  which,  it  is  be- 
^eved,  he  has  entirely  misapprehended  and  misconstrued. 

The  second  section  of  that  act  provides,  "that  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
location?  so  made  on  the  south  siae  of  the  Arkansas  river  may  have  been 
sold,  and  the  lands  thus  located  under  the  act  aforesaid  have  been  appro* 
priated  by  the  United  States,  the  owner  of  the  warrants  issued  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid  (February,  1815)  shall  have  a  right  to 
enter,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  like  Quantity  of  public  lands,"  &c. 

In  point  of  fact,  this  section  was  introauced  for  a  specific  purpose. 
Two  cases,  at  least,  existed  in  which  a  party  entitled  to  a  New  Madrid 
location  had  been  ousted  of  his  rights  by  a  sale  made,  and  patent  issued 
by  the  United  States  to  a  fair  and  bona  fide  purchaser.  In  such  a  case 
the  government  could  not,  with  any  show  of  justice,  even  if  it  possessed 
the  power,  do  any  act  to  divest  a  citizen  who  had  fairly  purchased  and 
paid  for  a  tract  of  land,  and  received  a  patent  for  it,  of  the  property  thus 
acquired.  But  no  such  power  existed.  Had  the  proprietor  of  the  New 
Madrid  location  procured  a  patent,  his  legal  tide  would  have  been  unavail- 
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ing  against  a  prior  legal  title^  accompanied  by  an  equal  equity*  It  vm  tat 
the  purpose  of  providing  a  remedy  ror  such  cases  that  the  second  sec&on 
of  the  act  of  March  1,  1843,  and  the  phraseology  employed  is  peculiaily 
adapted  to  such  cases,  and  cannot,  without  a  most  forced  and  unnatuni 
construction,  be  tortured  to  apply  to  the  present  case. 

In  the  first  place,  the  cases  mtended  to  be  provided  for  are  described  » 
those  "in  which  the  locations  may  have  been  sold,  and  the  lands  thus 
located  been  appropriated  by  the  United  States,"  It  was  necessary  that 
a  sale  should  have  been  actually  made,  and  having  been  sold,  should  ha^ 
passed  to  the  purchaser.  This  is  the  appropriation  mentioned,  and  no 
other.  Now,  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  the  land  in  question  had  been 
thus  sold  and  appropriated.  The  legal  tide  existed  in  absolute  perfection 
in  the  government,  subject  to  any  disposition  of  it  which  it  might  please 
to  make,  saving  only  Mr.  Rector's  equity. 

Nor,  in  any  sense  of  the  term,  can  it  be  even  said  that  this  land  had 
been  appropriated.  The  Commissioner  has  confounded  two  words,  each 
having  a  precise,  distinct,  and  well  known  signification,  perfectly  well 
settled  ana  recognised  throughout  the  entire  system  of  the  land  laws. 
When  any  particular  tract  is  wanted  by  the  government  for  any  special 
purpose,  as  a  fort,  arsenal,  light-house,  or  other  public  object,  it  is  specially 
designated  for  that  purpose,  excepted  out  of  the  great  mass  of  property  in- 
tended to  be  sold,  and  receives  the  appellation  of  "a  reservatibn."  The 
records  of  the  Land  Office,  the  proclamations  of  the  Executive,  the 
statutes,  are  full  of  such  cases.  When,  on  the  other  hand,  the  govern- 
ment has  made  a  sale  or  donation  of  lands  to  citizens.  States,  or  pub- 
lic bodies,  these  cases  are  equally  well  known,  and  called  '^appropria- 
tions." It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  how  the  Commissioner  could  have 
confounded  words  of  such  widely  difierent  signification. 

One  of  the  important  distinctions  always  recognised  between  these 
terms  deserves  particular  notice.  When  any  portion  of  the  pnblio 
domain  has  once  been  legally  appropriated,  the  right  of  tlie  government  as 
owner  is  determined.  The  title  is  vested  in  another,  and  no  further 
authority  to  grant  it  can  be  exercised.  When  a  portion  of  the  same  do* 
main  is  reserved  for  government  uses,  the  power  to  dispose  of  it  still  exists 
in  the  most  perfect  and  absolute  manner.  The  object  for  which  it  was 
originally  reserved  may  have  ceased  to  exist,  and  repeated  instances  have 
occurred  in  which  the  United  States  has  thus  disposed  of  property  once 
required  and  reserved  for  some  important  public  purpose. 

Now,  it  necessarily  results  from  this  view  of  the  subject  that  even  had 
the  Commissioner  in  March,  1843,  not  committed  the  solecism  which  has 
been  pointed  out,  and  if  the  terms  employed  rn  the  second  section  of  this 
act  could,  with  any  ?how  of  reason,  be  construed  to  mean  a  siinple  reser- 
vation from  sale,  then  it  will  also  be  necessary  for  him,  to  make  his  argu- 
ment available  to  defeat  IMr.  Rector's  claim,  to  show-that  Congress,  in  all 
its  plenitude  of  power,  had  no  constitutional  authority  to  dispose  of  land 
once  reserved  from  public  sale. 

The  reservation  to  which  the  Commissioner  refers  as  annulling  the 
provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  March,  1843,  will  be  found  in 
the  act  of  April  3U,  1832.  The  first  section  of  this  last-mentioned  act, 
using  the  appropriate  pliraseology,  reserves  for  the  future  disposal  of  the 
United  States  the  salt  springs  on  the  Washita  river.  The  second  section 
authorizes  the  governor  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  lease  them  for  a 
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limited  period.  The  third  section,  in  like  manner,  reserves  for  the  future 
disposal  of  the  United  States  four  sections,  to  be  so  located  as  to  include 
the  Hot  springs  included  within  Rector's  claim. 

The  date  of  this  act,  it  will  be  observed,  is  April,  1832.  If  the  appro- 
priations referred  to  in  the  act  of  March,  1843,  can  by  any  construction 
be  interpreted  lo  embrace  such  reservations  as  that  made  in  the  third  section 
of  the  act  of  April,  1832,  then  clearly  Congress  has  simply  by  the  last  act 
repealed  the  former.  The  power  thus  to  repeal  a  statute,  which  confers 
no  private  right,  will  scarcely  be  questioned. 

Independently,  however,  of  this  ground,  I  assume  another  equally  im- 
pregnable. If  the  location  of  the  New  Madrid  certificate,  under  which 
Mr.  Rector  claimv«,  was  originally  valid  under  the  act  of  February,  1815, 
in  regard  to  which  I  entertain  no  manner  of  doubt,  or  if,  being  originally 
defective,  those  defects  have  been  cured  by  the  subsequent  acts  which  I 
have  cited,  it  then  necessarily  follows,  that  as  these  later  acts,  all  in  the 
most  positive  and  explicit  tenns,  relate  back  to  the  date  of  the  location 
which  was  made  Jn  1819,  they  clearly  give  to  it  validity  from  its  very 
origin. 

Under  these  circumstances,  Rector's  title  being  a  vested  one,  the  United 
States  in  1832  had  no  rights  to  the  land  which  could  be  reserved.  Such 
is  the  positive  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  the  United 
States  vs.  Fitzgerald;  15  Peters,  407.  In  the  opinion  of  the  court 
(p.  420)  it  is  said,  "  no  reservation  or  appropriatidi^  of  the  land  made  after 
the  right  of  the  defendant  accrued  under  the  act  of  19th  June,  1834,  could 
defeat  that  right."  Such  is  unquestionably  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
must  govern  this  case.  The  right,  therefore,  of  Mr.  Rector  under  the  act 
of  1815  is  wholly  unaffected  by  the  reservation  supposed  to  have  been 
made  in  1832. 

After  the  foregoing  examination  of  the  case,  it  seems  almost  unneces- 
sary to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  cited 
by  the  Commissioner,  13  Peters,  513.  In  truth,  the  language  of  the 
court  in  that  case,  if  correctly  understood,  is  confirmatory  of  what  has 
already  been  urged  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  paper.  "  Whensoever 
(says  the  court)  a  tract  of  land  shall  have  been  legally  appropriated  to  any 

Surposes,  from  that  moment  the  land  thus  appropriated  becomes  severed 
om  the  mass  of  public  lands,  and  no  subsequent  law,  or  proclamation, 
or  sale,  would  be  construed  to  embrace  it  or  operate  upon  it,  although  no 
reservation  were  made  of  it."  The  absurdity  of  confounding  such  ap- 
propriations with  reservations  is  here  manifest. 

The  simple  question  is,  when  was  the  tract,  now  in  controversy,  thus 
severed  from  the  mass  ot  the  public  lands  ?  It  is  believed  that  it  has 
been  demonstrated,  in  the  preceding  pages,  that  this  was  effectually  done 
in  1819,  when  the  New  Madrid  certificate  was  originally  located. 

It  will  now  be  proper  to  conclude  this  already  too  extended  argument  bv 
showing,  from  the  highest  authority,  that  the  act  of  1815  was  of  itself 
sufficient  to  give  validity  to  this  titlefand  that  the  subsequent  statutes 
down  to  184§,  to  remove  the  various  impediments  interposed  by  the  land 
officers,  are  only  correct  interpretations  of  the  first  statute.  In  the  case  of 
Stoddard  vs.  Chambers,  2  Howard,  284,  the  opinions  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
end  were  cited  and  relied  upon;  but  the  Supreme  Court  said,  in  substance, 
that  if  a  New  Madrid  certificate  were  laid  upon  lands  which  at  the  date  of 
the  act  were  reserved,  still,  if  at  the  time  ol  the  entry,  or  even  at  the  date 
of  the  patent,  the  reservation  was  terminated  or  suspended,  the  title  of  the 
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party  could  not  be  -contested.  In  the  subsequent  year,  1845,  another 
case  came  before  the  Supreme  Court,  involving  the  construction  of  the  act 
of  February,  1815,  in  which  it  was  held,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  opin- 
ions of  the  Attorney  General,  and  the  views  of  the  Land  Office,  that  a  New 
Madrid  certificate  might  lawfully  be  located  upon  the  public  lands  before 
the  same  were  offered  at  public  sale  by  the  President,  and  before  they 
had  been  surveyed;  and,  under  the  act  of  1822,  whether  or  not  they  con- 
formed to  the  lines  of  the  public  surveys;  and,  further,  it  reaffirms  the 
view  of  the  law  and  the  construction  given  to  it  in  Stoddard  and  Cham- 
bers, and  asserts  that,  if  the  land  upon  which  the  New  Madrid  certificate 
was  located  was  such  public  land  as  described  in  the  act  of  1815,  at  any 
time  from  the  date  of  the  act  up  to  the  issuing  of  the  patent  the  location 
was  valid,  (p.  53-'4.)  Instead  of  treating  the  New  Madrid  parlies  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  land  officers  and  Attorney  General  seemed  disposed 
to  consider  them,  as  the  recipient  of  alms,  doled  out  to  them  by  strict 
measurement,  the  Supreme  Court  correctly  apprehended  the  views  of  Con- 
gress, and  regarded  them  as  "preferred  claimants." — (See  page  63.) 

I  have  thus,  so  far  as  I  have  the  capacity  to  comprehend  them,  exam- 
ined the  title  now  held  by  Mr.  Rector,  and  the  objections  which  fiom 
time  to  time  have  been  urged  against  its  allowance  and  confirmation  at 
the  Land  Office.  Unless  I  have  entirely  misapprehended  the  subject, 
X  have  demonstrated  that,  on  every  principle  of  correct  interpretation  of 
law,  of  justice,  and  of  authori/y,  Mr.  Rector  has  been  the  lawful  owner 
of  the  land  now  claimed  by  him  since  the  original  location  in  1819;  that 
no  valid  or  even  plausible  objection  to  the  issuing  of  a  patent  exists;  and 
that  the  withholding  it  from  him  to  this  late  day  has  been  a  palpable  and 
grievous  wrong,  which  ought  to  be  repaired  as  speedily  as  practicable  by 
now  granting  it. 

RICHARD  S.  COXE. 

January  19, 1849. 


Resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

December  9, 1848. 

Among  other  proceedings  had  in  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Arkansas 
on  this  day,  were  the  following  : 
Mr.  Poindexter,  from  a  select  committee,  made  the  following  report: 
Mr.  Pi^^siDENT :  The  select  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  Hot 
springs  report  that  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration ,  and 
have  learned  that  there  are  private  claims,  not  asyet  ftilly  setded,  relative 
to  said  springs;  and  not  wishing  in  any  manner  to  prejudice  said  claims 
by  their  action,  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject.  • 

POINDEXTER,  Chairman. 

Which  report  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williamson,  adopted. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senata 
on  the  9th  December,  1848,  on  the  subject  of  the  Hot  springs  of  Arkansas, 
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and  that  they  have,  since  that  time,  taken  no  further  action  on  the  sub- 
.    ject, 

JOHN  M.  ROSS, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
Senate  ChaiMber, 

Little  Rqckf  ArkansaSy  December  18, 1848. 


No.  39. 


Washington,  January  26,  1849 
Hon.  R.  M.  Young  will  please  prepare  for  the  inspection  of  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  papers  in  connexion  with  the  New  Madrid 
claim,  known  as  the  Langlois  claim,  and  located  on  the  Hot  springs  of 
Arkansas,  as  an  appeal  to  that  officer  is  asked  for  the  undersigned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  RECTOR. 


No.  40. 


General  Land  Office,  January  26,  1849. 

Sir:  By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  17th  February,  1815,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid, 
in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered  by  earthquakes,"  persons  owning 
lands  which  had  been  materially  injured  by  earthquakes  were  authorized, 
with  certain  limitations,  to  locate  the  like  quantity  of  land  on  any  lands 
of  the  said  Territory,  ^^the  sale  of  which  is  authorized  by  law." 

Under  this  act  the  recorder  at  St.  Louis  issued  to  Francis  Langlois  a 
location  certificate  No.  467,  dated  26th  November,  1818,  which  was  lo- 
cated 27th  January,  1819,  on  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas,  in  township 
two  south,  of  range  nineteen  west,  Arkansas.  The  Indian  title  to  the 
tract  of  country  embracing  said  location  had  not  been  extinguished  at  the 
passage  of  said  New  Madrid  act  of  1815,  said  tract  having  been  ceded  to 
the  United  States  by  the  treaty  with  the  Quapaws  concluded  on  the  24th 
August,  1818,  as  ratified  on  the  6th  of  January,  1819. 

In  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  April  20,  1832, 
(United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  4,  page  505,  chap.  70,)  it  is  declared 
«^That  the  Hot  springs  in  said  Territory,*'  (Arkansas)  ''together  with  four 
sections  of  land,  including  said  springs,  as  near  the  centre  thereof  as  may 
be,  shall  be  reserved  for  the  fiiture  disposal  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
not  be  entered,  located,  or  appropriated  for  any  purpose  wl^atever;"  and 
the  reservtition  was  accordingly  fiilly  laid  down  on  the  township  plat  in 
this  office,  dated  30th  April,  1838. 

Subsequentiy,  however.  Congress  passed  "An  act  to  perfect  the  titles  to 
lands  south  of  the  Arkansas  river,  held  under  New  Madrid  locations,  and 
pre-emption  rights  under  the  act  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen," which  was  approved  1st  March,  1843. 

On  the  18th  September,  1839,  this  office,  in  regard  to  certain  New 
Madrid  locations  under  the  act  c  flSlS^  which  had  been  made  on  lands  in  the 
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Quapaw  cession  of  1818,  decided  (extract  A,  herewith)  that  sueh  locations 
were  void,  upon  the  ground  that  thev  were  not  on  lands  the  sale  of  which 
was  authorized  by  law  at  the  date  of  said  act  of  1815. 

On  the  passage  of  the  act  which  was  approved  1st  March,  1843,  Gov- 
ernor J.  S.  Conway  applied  to  this  office  to  obtain  a  patent  fiir  the  locatioii 
of  Langlois. 

Mr.  Rector  now  orally  states  that  this  application  was  made  at  his  in- 
stance by  Governor.Conway,  on  the  ground  that,  admitting  the  Langlsis 
location  was  invalid,  because  on  lands  ceded  subsequent  to  the  act  of 
1815,  yet  that  the  parties  interested  regarded  the  act  of  1843  as  intended 
to  remove  the  difficulty.  Commissioner  Blake  at  that  time,  however, 
decided  that  the  act  of  1832  had  imposed  such  a  restraint  by  reservation 
of  these  springs,  as  to  exclude  them  from  the  operation  of  said  act  of  1843, 
and  theretore  that  this  office  was  not  authorized  to  issue  a  patent. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  (B)  of  his  decision,  dated  1st  March,  1843. 

In  1848  the  case  was  examined  by  me,  and  a  decision,  (copy  C,  here- 
with) dated  May  8, 1848,  was  rendered  against  the  validity  of  the  location. 
Recently  Henry  M.  Rector,  esq.,  filed  in  this  office  his  printed  argu- 
ment, and  an  opinion  of  R.  S.  Coxe,  esq.,  both  of  which  (Nos.  1  and  2) 
are  encl6sed,  in  support  of  the  claim;  and  upon  an  examination  thereof,  1 
rendered  an  opinion,  dated  the  25th  instant,  (copy  D,  herewith,)  declining 
to  interfere  with  the  aforesaid  official  decisions  against  the  validity  of  the 
claim  in  question. 

From  these  decisions  Henry  M.  Rector,  esq.,  now  appeals,  in  his  lettCT 
herewith,  and  therefore  the  case  i^s  now  respectfully  submitted  to  the  ap- 
pellate authority. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  M.  YOUNG, 

QnnnUssiotier, 

Hon.  Robert  J.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury. 


No.  41. 


WASHINC3T0N,/t/V  29,  1849. 

Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  the  opinions  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  I^nd  Office,  from  September,  1839,  to  the  present  time,  relative 
to  the  Hot  springs  claim. 

The  claims  spoken  of  in  the  extract  of  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Whitcomb 
are  New  Madrid  claims  south  of  the  Arkansas  river,  in  the  country  treated 
for  with  the  Quapaws. 

The  claims  mentioned  were  decided  against  on  those  grounds,  and  upon 
that  decision  my  claim  to  the  springs  was  declared  invalid. 

For  an  exposition  of  the  oninions  of  the  Commissioners,  read  the  aigu* 
ments  of  Mr.  R.  S.  Coxe  and  myself,  accompanying  tliese  papers. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  RECTOR. 

To  Hon.  Hbnry  S.  Foote. 
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No,  42. 

WA8Hm€Proif  City, 

February  1,  1849. 

I  will  suggest  that,  in  submitting  the  question  of  the  Hot  springs  to 
Secretary  Wdker,  two  distinct pBtuts^  and  those  only,  be  made>  to  wit: 

That  the  act  of  1816  referred  to  the  dale  of  the  location^  not  to  the  date 
of  the  act. 

The  affirmative  of  this  ffroposUion  was  acted  on  by  the  General  Land 
Office  for  twenty  years>  and  when  reversed ,  met  the  decided  disapproba- 
tion of  every  one.  SubseqvfitUly  this  question  arose  in  the  United  States 
court,  where  the  law  is  settled  definitely  to  relate  to  the  locatioUy  or  even, 
the  court  says,  the*  date  of  the  patent.  (See  Mr.  Coxe's  argument.) 

I  hold  the  interpretation  of  the  court  to  be  correct,  and  insist  on  its 
authority  before  the  departments.  If  Mr.  Walker  will  take  this  view  of 
the  maiter,  it  will  cut  off  all  controversy  with  the  reservation  under  the  act 
f}f  1832;  and  ftuther,  will  supersede  a/  once  the  pre-emption  of  1830. 
General  Poote  will  please  insist  on  this  point.  If,  however,  this  position 
cannot  be  gained,  the  effects  of  the  act  of  1843  must  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

For  the  facts  in  connexion  with  the  intention  and  passage  of  this  law, 
look  to  my  argument  ^dressed  to  Judge  Young.     I  will  add  one  word, 
to  what  I  have  already  said  on  this  snbject. 

Commissioners  Young  and  Blake  rely  on  the  fact  that  the  land,  under 
the  act  of  1832,  was  actually  set  apart  and  severed  from  the  mass  of  the 
public  lands. 

This,  so  far  as  that  portion  covered  by  the  New  Madrid  claim  is  con- 
cerned,  is  ai»  error,  for  the  government  plat,  made  out  by  the  proper  officer, 
exhibits  the  New  Madrid  claim  entire^  awards  precedence  to  it,  and  does 
not  designate  the  land  covered  by  it  sis  apart  of  the  four  sections.  Thus 
stood  the  matter  on  the  first  of  March,  1843,  when  the  confirmatory  act 
was  passed;  and  such  is  its  relative  position  up  to  this  date,  as  is  shown 
by  the  copy  of  the  ptat  herewith  enclosed. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  oi  1 843  was  for  the  purpose  ofproviding 
for  the  relocation  of  the  New  Madrid  claim  known  as  the  Chckerha/m 
claim]  the  land  of  which,  under  the  decision  of  Mr.  Whitcomb,  had  been 
'^sold  and  appropriated^^  by  the  United  States  before  the  act  of  the  Jirst  of 
March  passed;  tne  first  section  was  intended  for  the  spring  case,  and  that 
almost  exclusively y  as  I  show  in  my  pamphlet  submitted  to  Judge  Young. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  RECTOR. 

Hon.  Henry  S.  Foote. 


No.  43. 

Washington  City, 

February  H,  1849. 

Dear  Sir:  In  answer  to  ydor  inquiry  of  Qi^e  as  to  my  knowledge  of  the 
meaning  and  intent  of  the  aet  of  Congress  of  1843  io  reference  to  the 
EX.-4 
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claims  to  land  south  of  the  Arkansas  riyer,  I  can  saf  that  I  have  do  knowl* 
edge  personally  of  tfie  motives  which  prompted,  or  the  design  which 
accompanied  the  passage  of  the  act;  but  since  my  arrival  here  I  have  be- 
come acquainted  with  facts,  from  reliable  sources,  establishing  my  belief 
that,  in  poifit  of  fact^  the  act  in  question  was^  intended  to  confirm  the 
Langlois  New  Madrid  claim,  and  its  passage  obtained  for  that  purpose. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yours,  &.C., 


Col.  H*  M*  Rector* 


W.  K.  SEBASTIAN. 


No.  44. 


General  Land  Office, 

February  15  y  1849. 

StR:  Ptirsuant  to  your  request  of  this  morning,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  patent  certificate  No.  435,  for  the  Langlois  New  Madrid  claim,  (loca- 
tion certificate  No.  467,)  with  a  *<  copy  of  the  location  plat  and  survey,** 
appear  in  the  first  instance  to  have  been  received  at  this  ofiice  on  the  2d 
Juhr,  1838,  with  a  letter  from  you,  dated  22d  June,  1838,  at  St,  Louis. 

it  appears,  however,  that  subsequently  the  said  patent  certificate  (with 
other  papers)  was  returned  from  this  office,  under  date  December  3, 1839, 
to  F.  S.  Key,  esq.,  acting  in  your  behalf;  and  that  said  patent  certificate 
and  other  papers  were  again  filed  here,  under  date  March  25,  1842,  by  J. 
S.  Conway. 

In  accordance  with  your  further  application  I  transmit  herewith,  first, 
a  copy,  from  the  record,  of  a  letter  to  you,  dated  October  16,  1838,  from 
this  office;  second,  a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  Febniary  28,  1843,  from 
Hon.  A.  H.  Sevier,  introducing  General  Conway;  third,  a  copy  of  patent 
certificate  No.  435. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  M.  YOUNG, 

Commissioner. 

Henrt  M.  Rector,  Esq., 

Present. 


No.  45. 


Washington  City,  Februcary  15,  1849. 

Sir:  I  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  an  additional  fact  in 
support  of  my  position  in  regard  to  the  construction  that  ought  to  be  given 
to  the  New  Madrid  act  of  the  1st  March,  1843,  if,  indeed,  anything  more 
can  be  needed  after  the  transmission  of  the  letter  of  the  late  Colonel 
Sevier  to  Judge  Blake,  a  copy  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  enclose  you 
yesterday. 

Ob  file  with  this  letter  will  be  fi)und  the  printed  bill  as  it  passed  the 
House,  upon  which  you  may  see  the  following:  "Reported  fix)m  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  by  Mr.  Thompson,  ef  Mississippi,  the  fcl- 
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lowing  bill^  without  amendment.''    This  is  the  substance — I  quote  fiom 
memory. 

After  seeing  thi3)  I  called  on  Mr.  Thompson  to  ascertain  what  informa* 
tion,  if  any,  1  could  obtain  from  him  on  the  subject.  Whereupon,  Mr.  T. 
states  that  he  does  not  now  recollect  the  particulars  of  the  case^  but  says 
that  whatever  impressions  he  may  have  had  about  it  were  obtained  from 
Colonel  Sevier,  and  upon  his  representations  alone  was  he  induced  to  ad- 
vocate the  bill,  and  did  procure  its  passage. 

Our  delegate,  Judge  Cross,  being  absent  at  the  time,  Mr.  Thompson 
called  up  the  bill  and  got  it  acted  upon  first  upon  the  close  of  the  session. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  RECTOR. 

Hon.  Robert  J.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasttry. 


No.  46. 


Washington,  February  16, 1849. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  letter  of  this  morning  jGrom 
the  honorable  Commissioner  Young,  stating  the  period  of  the  receipt  of 
the  papers  in  connexi9n  with  the  location  on  the  Hot  springs. 

I  also  enclose  letters  from  honorable  William  K.  Sebastian,  honorable 
R.  W.  Johnson,  and,  in  examining  the  papers  on  file  in  the  oiSice,  fortu-^ 
nately  found  a  letter  fix)m  the  late  honorable  A.  H.  Sevier,  in  direct  refer- 
ence to  the  matter  in  question.  This,  you  will  observe,  was  handed  Mr. 
Blake  by  Gbvemor  Conway  after  the  passage  of  the  biU,  showing  conclu- 
sively the  intention  of  the  law. 

I  send  you,  also,  a  copy  of  letter  of  the  16th  October^  1838,  from  Mr. 
Whiioomij  showing  the  estimation  in  which  the  department  held  the 
claim  at  that  time. 

Also,  copy  of  the  patent  certificate  issued  by  P.  R.  Conway,  recorder 
of  land  titles  for  Missouri  Territorv;  also,  a  communication  nom  Judge 
Young,  showing  what  disposition  had  been  made  of  the  land  embraced 
by  New  Madrid  claims  located  in  the  city  of  Little  Rock,  south  of  the 
Arkansas  river.  Tou  will  perceive  that  the  land  embraced  by  these  loca- 
tions was  '<  wld  and  appropriated  by  the  United  States  to  third  persons 
before  the  passage  of  ike  art  of  1843,  and  are  alone  referable  to  the  second 
aecUon^i^  that  act.^"* 

From  what  appears  from  an  examination  of  those  papers,  it  seems  clear, 
I  think,  that  the  Langlois  claim  is  peculiarly  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
confirmatory  act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  RECTOR. 

Hon.  R.  J.  Walker, 

Secretary  <f  the  Treasiary, 
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No.  47. 


TRKAStrnv  Dbpartmewt, 

February  27^  1849. 

Sir:  I  hare  the  honof  to  transmit  to  you  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  to  this  department,  dated  January  26,  1849, 
referring  on  appeal  to  me  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner  in  the  case  of 
the  claim  of  Henry  M.  Rector,  esq.,  as  therein  stated,  together  with  the 
accompanying  documents. 

After  some  examination  of  the  subject,  and  especially  the  acts  of  1815, 
1827, 1832,  and  1843, 1  cannot  concur  in  the  views  of  the  Conmnfssioner. 
They  do  not  accord  with  my  view  of  the  law;  and,  upon  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal questions  involved,  they  are  repugnant  to  the  opmions  expressed  in 
two  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  entertaining  a  high  respect  ibr  the 
opinion  of  the  Commissioner,  and  not  having  time  to  give  to  the  subject 
that  complete  and  thorough  investigation  which  its  imix)rtunce  demands, 
1  respectfully  refer  the  questions  involved  in  this  case  tor  your  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  WALKER, 
SecreiiAy  of  the  Treanary. 

Hon.  IsA^c  ToucEY, 

'  Attwmey  General  United  States^ 


No.  48. 


Gcif  KRAL  Laud  Office, 

Nwember  3, 1849* 
Sir:  Incompliance  with  the  request  in  your  behalf  of  Mr.  Reed,  of 
your  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  two  conununications 
ti-om  the  Hon.  Solon  Borland — one  of  the  13th  January,  1849,  (a  1021,) 
the  other  of  the  l8th  of  same  month,  (a  695,)  the  latter  with  three  print^ 
papers. 

When  you  shall  have  considered  the  enclosed,  the  return  of  them  to  the 
files  of  this  office  is  respectfully  requested. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BUTTERPIELD, 

Cwnmissioner* 
Hon.  Rkvebdt  Johnson, 

Atiomey  General  United  States* 


No«  49« 


Washington  Citv,  January  13,  1849* 
Sm:  On  the  5th  instant  I  introduced  in  the  Senate  the  enclosed  bill  to 
dispose  of  the  Hot  springs  of  Arkansas,  with  the  four  sections  of  land 
reserved  £rom  sale  by  the  act  of  Aptil  20, 1832.    This  bill  has  been  re- 
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ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  I^nds^  and  I  am  charged  with  the 
duty  of  reporting  upon  it. 

Preliminary  to  the  introduction  of  this  bill,  I  procured  from  your  office 
a  map  of  the  reservation  in  question,  containing  also  a  delineation  of  the 
tract  of  ITOy*^^  acres,  called  the  Langlois  location.  Along  with  this  map 
you  were  kind  enough  to  furnish  me  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Commissioner 
Blake,  of  March  1,  1843,  to  Governor  Conway,  in  relation  to  private 
claims  to  portions  of  this  reservation. 

As  it  is  my  wish  to  be  thoroughly  informed  upon  this  whole  matter, 
(inasmuch  as  it  is  of  much  interest  to  my  State,)  in  regard  alike  to  the 
legal  rights  of  the  government  and  of  individuals,  and  particularly  as  I 
find  that  private  claims  upon  this  property  are  now  urged  with  some  ac- 
tivity, I  have  to  ask  you  to  furnish  me  with  such  additional  information 
as  may  exist  in  your  office  on  this  subject,  and  with  ytntr  official  deciaion 
upon  the  force  and  effect  of  the  reservation  act  of  1832  referred  to;  of  the 
act  of  March  1,  1843,  in  the  same  connexion^  and  ispon  the  legal  rights  of 
the  government^  and  of  individuais  claiming  amf  portion  of  this  reserva- 
tion at  this  time.  True,  I  have  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  May  8, 1848,  in 
which  your  decision  is  very  clearly  and  pointedly  given.  Yet,  as  one  of 
the  individuals  setting  up  a  claim  to  the  Langlois  location  informed  the 
committee  last  Thursday  that  you  affain  had  the  subject  under  advise- 
ment, I  desire  to  have  the  benefit  of  any  new  lights  which  may  have 
been  furnished  to  you  or  by  you,  in  order  to  bring  my  own  mind  to  a 
just  conclusion. 

It  may  be  proper  to  say,  that  if  I  shall  become  satisfied  that  any  private 
claims  are  valid  under  existing  lawSy  I  will  not  attempt  to  oppose,  delay, 
or  embarrass  them  by  any  act,  personal  or  official.  But  if  I  find  that  the 
lawsy  as  tlhey  now  exists  and  are  fairly  construed,  however  literally,  do  not 
rdcognise  any  of  these  private  claims,  I  shall  oppose  actively,  firmly,  and 
zealously,  any  legislation  which  may  have  for  its  object  or  efiect  the  re- 
fnoval  of  any  existing  legal  obstacles  to  the  establishment  of  such  claims. 
Such  a  course  I  shall  pursue  from  a  sense  of  duty  alike  to  the  interests  of 
my  State  and  to  hwmanity.  My  opinion  is,  that  the  act  of  1832  was 
humanely  intended  to  prevent  the  monopoly  of  a  great  and  valuable  re- 
medial agent.  I  feel  bound  to  aid,  to  the  extent  of  my  power,  the  benef- 
icent intention  of  that  act.  You  will  see  by  my  bill  that  my  purpose  is 
to  extend  the  valuable  influences  of  this  great  natural  remedy  for  disease, 
by  faciUtating  the  establishment  of  accommodations  for  the  sick  and  suf- 
fering; and,  still  fiirther,  by  making  it  tributary  to  the  great  and  good  pur- 
IK>se  of  educating  the  poor,  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  spirit  that  I 
would  forever  prevent  its  being  monopolized  by  the  selfish  hand  of  indi- 
vidual speculation. 

I  send  you  all  the  papers  I  have  on  the  subject,  including  a  letter  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  John  C.  Hale,  of  December  17,  which,  by  tho  way,  I 
find  some  difficulty  in  understanding.  After  you  have  considered  the 
matter,  (and  I  trust  you  will  do  so  at  an  early  moment,)  be  pleased  to 
return  the  papers  to  me,  with  your  official  opinion.  Your  early  attention 
to  this  matter  will  add  to  the  obligations  unaer  which  your  kindness  has 
already  placed  me. 

I  am,  very  respectfiilly  and  truly,  yours, 

SOLON  BORLAND. 

Hon«  R.  M.- Young, 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
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When  you  return  the  papers^  be  pleased  to  return  this  letter  also,  or  a 
copy  of  it,  and  oblige  ^ 

S.  B. 


No.  50. 


Washington,  Jctnuary  18, 1849. 

Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  I  send  you  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Rector,  re- 
cently presented  to  the  Senate,  protesting  against  the  passage  of  the  bill 
recently  introduced  by  me  for  disposing  of  the  Hot  springs  of  Arkansas; 
also  the  bill  submitted  by  him,  which  he  desires  to  be  passed  in  lieu  of 
mine.  As  he  states  that  he  will  soon  hare  the  matter  fuHy  before  you,  I 
send  you  these  papers,  in  order  that  no  fact  or  consideration  possible  to 
be  found  shall  be  wanting  to  a  clear,  comprehensive,  full,  and  final  de- 
cision upon  the  case,  so  far  as  your  department  can  make  such  a  decision 
and  disposition.  All  the  other  papers,  or  copies  of  than,  you  already 
have.  I  again  refer  you  to  them,  and  particularly  to  that  portion  of  my 
last  letter  on  the  subject  where  I  speak  of  the  legal  rights  of  parties  un- 
der exisiing  laws.  I  repeat  my  desire  and  determination  to  respect  and 
sustain  all  such  rights,  whether  found  accordant  with  my  wishes  or  not; 
but  also  my  equal  desire  and  determination  to  resist  the  creation  of  any 
new  individual  rights,  except  in  such  way  as  may  feirly  result  from  some 
such  bill  as  mine.  To  any  feeling  or  inclination  you  may  entertain  to 
aid  Mr.  Rector  in  obtaining  legislation  favorable  to  his  claim  (as  he  seems 
to  indicate  in  his  menoorial)  I  have  not,  and  cannot  have,  any  objection; 
and  with  it  I  have  neither  the  wish  nor  purpose  to  interfere.  But  i  am 
sure  you  will  understand  me  as  in  my  official  character  of  senator  and 
committeeman  only,  applying  to  you  in  your  official  character  of  Com- 
missioner for  your  opinion  and  decision  upon  the  rights  of  Rector  and  the 
other  known  individual  claimants  to  this  property  under  existing  laws.     . 

To  one  portion  of  Rector's  memorial  I  request  your  attention.  On  the 
second  page — where  you  will  see  a  marginal  note  of  mine  in  pencil — he 
says  that  the  legislature  of  Arkansas  had  removed  the  obstacles  which  for 
so  long  a  time  had  prevented  a  resort  to  the  courts,  in  order  to  settle  the 
title  to  this  property.  In  that  assertion  no  doubt  Mr.  Rector  spoke  in 
good  fiiith,  and  really  believes  such  legislation  as  he  describes  had  taken 
place.  But  in  this  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  he  was  mistaken;  for 
m  a  Little  Rock  paper;  recently  received,  1  find  in  the  legislative  proceed- 
ings in  the  Arkansas  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  23d  December 
ultimo,  the  following: 

<'  Senate  bill  No.  50,  providing  that  actions  of  ejectment  may  be  main- 
tained on  patent  certificates  issued  by  the  recorder  of  land  titles  of  Mis- 
souri, and  on  French  and  Spanish  grants,  was  laid  on  the  table  mdefi- 
niiely.'' 

Now  this  must  have  been  the  bill  to  which  Mr.  Rector  alludes,  as  be 
told  me,  upon  his  arrival  here,  that  such  a  bill  had  passed  the  Senate, 
and  would,  in  his  opinion,  pass  the  House;  and  such  was  the  bill  to  ac- 
complish the  purpose  he  desires.  But  it  seems  the  bill  did  not  become  a 
law,  and,  from  the  indications,  will  not.  I  mention  this  circumstance 
or  what  it  may  be  worth  in  the  connexion  he  has  given  it. 
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I  presume  that  by  this  time  Mr.  Rector's  argument  and  other  papers  are 
before  you,  and  thereforetfiope  you  will  be  able  to  bring  the  case  to  a  dose 
at  an  early  day^  and  enable  the  committee  to  report. 

For  the  prompt  and  accommodating  manner  in  which  you  have  ever 
met  my  wishes  in  all  intercourse  with  your  office^  accept  my  sincere 
thanks. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly  your  obedient  servant, 

SOLON  BORLAND. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Young, 

Cormnissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


No.  6U 

Washinoton^  April  26, 1860. 

Sir:  Pursuing  our  conversation  of  this  morning  in  relation  to  the  Hot 
springs  of  Arkansas,  I  will  state  in  writing  that  I  have  recently  received 
a  communication  from  one  of  the  most  respectable  and  responsible  men 
of  Arkansas,  informing  me  that  he  is  the  agent  of  Grammont  Falhiol,  who 
claims  to  be  the  son,  and  perhaps  only  surviving  heir,  of  the  old  Spanish 
commandant  of  that  portion  of  the  territory  of  Louisiana  (while  a  pos- 
session of  Spain)  which  now  includes  the  Hot  springs  of  Arkansas;  that 
his  principal  (Palhiol)  claims,  as  heir  of  his  fether,  the  title  to  the  springs 
and  a  certain  quantity  of  land  surrounding  them,  under  an  original 
Spanish  grant,  of  which  he  has  the  requisite  documentary  proof.  This 
agent  of  Falhiol,  understanding  that  there  is  some  probability  that,  in  the 
absence  of  his  claim,  the  New  Madrid  claim  of  Mr.  Rector,  or  some  other 
private  claim,  may  be  allowed  by  the  United  States,  desires  that  the  action 
of  the  eovernment  upon  other  claims  may  be  suspended  for  a  time,  to 
enable  him  to  prepare  and  present  the  application  of  his  principal,  and 
has  requested  me  to  make  for  him  this  request  of  your  department. 

I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  this  particular  claim,  although  I  have 
often  heard  of  it  as  one  which  was  certainly  valid,  if  the  proof  in  support 
of  ft  could  be  found.  This,  added  to  the  confidence  I  have  in  the  gen- 
tleman by  whom  I  am  now  requested  to  make  this  application,  induces 
me  to  comply.  1  cannot  say  how  much  time  may  be  required  to  prepare 
and  present  the  case,  but  have  no  doubt  that  due  diligence  will  be  used 
by  the  claimant  and  his  agent. 

Be  {)leased  to  infonn  me  if  the  suspension  asked  can  be  granted^  and 
what  time  for  presenting  the  claim  of  Falhiol  will  be  allowed. 
I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SOLON  BORLAND. 

Hon.  J.  BUTTERFIELD, 

Commisstofier  of  the  Geticral  Land  Office, 
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Tfo,  62, 


Genkrai  Land  Office, 

April  29,  1850. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
26tb  instant,  referring  to  information  you  had  received  from  the  agent  of 
Grainmont  Pilhiol,  son  of  the  old  Spanish  commandant,  as  to  the  exist- 
ence of  a  Spanish  grant  to  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas,  and  stating  that 
'^  this  agent  of  Filhiol,  understanding  that  there  is  some  probability  that 
in  the  absence  of  his  claim  the  New  Madrid  claim  of  Mr.  Rector,  or  some 
other  private  claim,  may  be  allowed  by  the  United  States,  desires  that  the 
action  of  the  government  upon  other  claims  may  be  suspended  for  a  time, 
to  enable  him  to  prepare  and  present  the  application  of  his  principal,"  &€. 

In  reference  to  this  matter,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  four  sections,  em- 
bracing the  Hot  springs,  are  held  in  reservation  in  virtue  of  the  3d  section 
of  the  act  oi  Congress  approved  April  20,  1832;  that,  as  regards  the  New 
Madrid  claim  L.  C.  407,  being  that  represented  by  Mr.  Rector,  this  office 
has  heretofore  decided  the  location  to  be  invalid,  but  an  appeal  was  taken 
from  this  decision  by  Henry  M.  Rector,  esq.,  and  the  case  submitted  2Gth 
January,  1849,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Walker,  and  that  since  then  this  offioe 
has  received  no  official  advice  as  to  the  final  decision  of  the  appellate 
authority,  and  consequently  the  matter  for  the  present  necessarily  remains 
in  suspense;  that,  in  relauon  to  the  claim  of  Filhiol,  this  ofilee  has  no 
evidence  that  it  ever  was  filed  before  a  board  of  United  States  comnrn- 
sioners,  or  otherwise  legally  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  government,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  we  have  on  file  here  letters— one,  of  the  25th  May,  1839, 
from  the  surveyor  general  at  St.  Louis;  the  other,  dated  26th  June,  1839, 
from  the  surveyor  general  at  Little  Rock — representing  that  there  is  no  evi- 
dence on  their  files  of  such  a  grant. 

It  is  proper  here  further  to  add  that,  where  a  grant  has  not  been  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  government  in  the  manner  alluded  to,  this  office  has 
no  power  to  take  cognizance  of  it,  whatever  may  be  its  charact  t. 

As  the  New  Madrid  case,  however,  has  not  yet  been  sent  back  to  this 
.office  by  the  appellate  authority,  I  will  lay  before  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  a  copy  of  your  communication  with  a  copy  of  this,  for  his 
consideration  and  for  such  directions  as  he  may  be  pleased  to  give  touch- 
ing your  application  in  the  premises  in  behalf  of  the  agent  of  Filhiol. 
With  great  respect^  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  S.  WILSON,  * 

P.  a  p.  L.  a 

for  J.  BUTTERFIELD, 

Commissioner. 
Hon.  Solon  Borland, 

Senate  of  the  United  States. 


No.  53. 


General  Land  Office, 

AprU  29, 1850. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  lay  before  you  a  transcript  (A)  of  a 
coimnuuication,  dated  January  26^  1849,  from  this  office  to  Mr.  Secretary 
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Walker,  submitting  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Rector  from  the  decision  of  this 
office  against  the  Lstnglois  New  Madrid  claim  to  the  Hot  springs  in  Ar- 
kansas. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  enclose  copy  (B)  of  a  communication,  dated  the  26th 
instant,  from  Hon.  S.  Borland,  of  the  Senate,  referring  to  a  Spanish  claim 
in  the  name  of  Filhiol,  said  to  exist  to  the  aforesaid  Hot  springs,  and  ap- 
plying, on  behalf  of  the  agent  of  Grammont  Pilhiol,  for  suspension  of 
action  in  regard  to  the  New  Madrid  or  other  claims,  so  as  to  afford  time 
for  the  preparation  and  presentation  of  the  Spanish  claim. 

Enclosed  I  send  a  copy  (C)  of  my  answer  of  this  date  to  Senator  Bor- 
land, with  copies  (D  and  E)  of  the  letters  therein  referred  to  from  the 
surveyors  general  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas — one  dated  25th  May,  1839;- 
the  other  26th  June,  1839«  No  decision  of  the  appellate  authority  having 
yet  been  communicated  to  this  office  respecting  the  New  Madrid  claim,  the 
application  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Borland,  in  regard  to  a  suspension  of  the 
proceedings  and  allowance  of  time  to  present  the  Spanish  claim,  is  respect- 
fully submitted  for  your  consideration,  and  for  such  directions  as  you  may 
be  pleased  to  give  in  the  premises. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  S.  WILSON, 

P.  a  p.  L.  a 

for  J.  BUTTERFIELD, 

Commissioner. 
Hont.TaoAiAs  Ewing, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


No.  64. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

Washington^  May  3, 1850. 
Sir:  I  herewith  send  you  a  copy  of  an  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General, 
dated  the  29th  ultimo,  in  regard  to  the  claim  of  Henry  M.  Rector  for  a 
patent  under  a  location  certificate,  dated  the  24th  November,  1818,  in 
favor  of  Francis  Langlois,  and  located  on  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas, 
and  have  to  request  that  in  accordance  therewith  the  patent  may  be 
issued. 

All  the  papers  are  herewith  returned. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  EWING, 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


No.  56. 


Attorney  General's  Office, 

.4/7rtf  29,1850. 
Sir:  I  have  carefully  considered  the  claim  you  have  submitted  to  this 
office,  of  Henry  M.  Rector,  for  a  patent  under  a  location  certificate,  dated 
the  24th  November,  1818,  issued  to  one  Francis  Langlois,  and  located  on 
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the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas^  on  the  27th  Januaif,  1819,  and  am  cleaz^ 
of  the  opinion  that  the  patent  should  issue.  I  came  to  this  conctusion 
some  time  since,  after  full  consideration^  but  delayed  expressing  it  to  pn 
until  1  could  hear  firom  all  the  parties,  or  their  agents,  who  had  an  interest 
adverse  to  the  claim. 

This  I  have  but  recendy  done;  and,  after  giving  the  qpesdon  a  second 
careful  consideration,  I  entertain,  very  decidedly,  and  wuh  a  perfect  con- 
viction that  I  am  right,  the  opinion  I  at  first  formed. 

The  reasons  which  have  led  me  to  it  I  will  give  in  detail  the  moment 
my  duties  in  the  Supreme  Court  are  terminated ;  but  in  the  mean  time  I 
advise  that  the  patent  be  granted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

REVERDY  JOHNSON. 

Hon.  T.  EwiNG, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


No.  66. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Wadiingtmy  May  7,  1850. 
Sir:  Caveats  having  been  filed  bv  the  Hon.  S.  Borland  and  A.  H. 
Lawrence,  esq  ,  iif  behalf  of  some  of  the  parties  in  interest,  against  the 
issuance  of  the  patent  for  the  Hot  springs  location  in  Arkansas,  it  is  proper, 
in  my  opinion,  that  all  further  proceedings  in  the  matter  should  be  sus- 
pended until  the  several  interests  involved  in  the  case  shall  have  been 
adjudicated.  You  will  therefore  consider  my  order  of  the  3d  instant  for 
the  issue  of  the  patent  as  revoked  for  the  present. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  EWING, 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


No,  5T. 


Washington,  May  16, 1850. 

Sir:  Enclosed  with  this  I  send  you  a  letter,  addressed  to  you,  which  I 
have  just  received  under  cover  from  Mr.  Roswell  Beebe,  of  Little  Rock. 
Arkansas,  dated  the  3d  instant  It  will  sufficiently  explain  itself.  So  all 
I  have  to  ask  for  it,  is  your  early  and  respectful  consideifation  and  re* 
sponse  through  me. 
Your  compliance  will  much  oblige  the  parties  and  myself. 

I  am,  very  respectlully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SOLON  BORLAND. 
Hon.  J.  Butterfield, 

Commissioner  Oeneral  Land  Office. 
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No.  68. 

Ltttlb  Rock,  Akkan&aq, 
May  3, 1850. 

Sir:  In  the  year  1839  application  was  made  by  the  late  Chester  Ashleyiy 
to  the  General  Land  Office,  for  the  issuance  of  patents  upon  certain  five- 
section  claims,  located  upon  lands  adjoining  the  city  of  Little  Rock,  un- 
der the  act  of  Congress  of  the  23d  June,  1836,  granting  five  sections  of 
land  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  public 
buildings  at  Little  Rock,  which  was  refused  upon  the  ground  that  the 
terms  of  the  law  operated  as  a  grant,  and  therefore  no  patent  was 
necessary.  The  land  embraced  the  northcest  fractional  quarter  of  frac- 
tional section  number  three,  (south  of  Arkansas  river,)  in  township  one 
north,  range  twelve  west,  containing  148-^^  acres  of  land,  which  at  that 
time  and  theretofore  was  represented  to  have  been  covered  by  and  formed  a 
part  of  the  location  of  a  certain  New  Madrid  certificate,  No.  156,  issued  in 
the  name  of  Henry  Cockerham^  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  February 
17,  1815,  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  sufibred  by  earthquakes  in  the 
county  of  New  Madrid,  subsequently  decided  by  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice to  be  void,  so  far  as  they  were  located  upon  lands  south  of  the  Arkan- 
sas river,  and  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  not  previous  to  that  been 
extinguished. 

At  that  time  and  previous  to  said  application  for  said  patents,  Henry 
M.  RectuTy  then  a  resident  of  this  place,  represented  himself  as  a  part 
owner  of  said  New  Madrid  certificate,  and  the  lands  alleged  to  have  been 
located  therewith,  and,  either  in  person  or  by  attorney,  urged  unon  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  a  confirmation  of  said  claim 
and  the  alleged  location,  which  was  refused,  and  the  whole  matter  fully 
heard  and  adjudicated  by  your  department. 

For  a  time  after  the  settlement  of  that  question,  Mr.  Rector  continued 
to  assert  a  claim  to  a  portion  of  the  land  covered  by  the  Cockerham  claim, 
namely,  the  northwest  fractional  quarter  section  three.  Finally  the  matter 
died  away,  and  nothing  of  consequence  was  heard  from  him  as  a  claim- 
ant to  that  tract  of  land,  until  some  time  in  the  latter  part  of  the  past  vear; 
about  which  time  a  report  emanating  from  Mr.  Rector  became  general  here, 
and  was  believed  by  most  persons,  that  the  General  tjand  Office  had  con- 
firmed an  alleged  location  of  a  New  Madrid  certificate,  which  embraced 
the  Hot  springs  in  this  State,  and  that  a  patent  would  soon  issue  for  the 
land  covered  thereby.  About  that  time  Mr.  Rector  again  asserted  a  claim 
to  said  northwest  fractional  quarter  three,  and  caused  to  be  published  in 
the  Arkansas  Banner,  a  newspaper  published  at  this  place,  a  notice  to  that 
effect,  which  will  be  found  herewith  annexed;  therefore;  as  the  situ- 
ation and  validity  of  these  two  claims,  so  far  at  least  as  they  may 
attach  to  the  land  claimed  to  be  covered  thereby,  are  identical — at  least 
in  one  respect,  namely,  that  neither  were  located  by  any  competent  au- 
thority, within  the  life — the  law  which  authorized  such  locations,  and 
theretore  the  confirmatory  act  of  February  7, 1843,  did  not  sanction  their 
location  as  to  the  land  in  question,  it  having  in  both  cases  been  either  sold, 
or  appropriated,  or  reserved  by  the  government. 

By  these  means  the  tide  to  the  said  fractional  quarter  section  (the  half 
of  which  belongs  to  me)  has  been  slandered ;  arising  mainly,  so  far  as  the 
government  is  concerned,  out  of  the  fisict  that  it  is  generally  understood 
mat  the  New  Madrid  location^  including  the  Hot  springs^  has  been  con. 
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firmed,  and  will  be  patented,  (and  to  which,  individually,  I  have  no  ob- 
jection, having  no  interest  tbetein,)  and  that,  by  the  same  rule  of  decision, 
my  title  to  (he  said  Quarter  section  of  land  must  &il.  Hence  I  would  le- 
spectfuUy  ask  for  inK)rmation  as  to  the  nature  of  the  action  of  the  GenenI 
Land  Office,  if  any,  in  either  case,  and  that  the  department  will  take  no 
action  upon  any  claim  to  the  said  northwest  fractional  quarter  section  three, 
without  giving  either  the  heirs  of  the  late  Chester  Ashley  or  myself  an 
opportunity  of  being  heard  in  the  premises. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROSWELL  BEEBE. 
Hon.  Justin  Bxttterfield, 

Commissioner  of  the  General  L/md  Office  j  Washingtony  D,  C 

NoncE. 

I  hereby  notify  all  persons  who  may  wish  to  purchase  lots  adjoiDing 
the  city  of  Little  Rock  not  to  make  selections  on  the  northwest  fracdonid 
quarter  of  section  three,  of  township  one  north,  range  t\pelve  west. 

This  land  is  in  my  actual  possession,  and  has  been  for  the  last  twelve 
years;  and  I  conceive  and  assert  that  Mr.  Beebe  nor  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Colonel  Ashley  have  only  the  pretence  of  a  title,  and  are  in  no  way  com- 
petent to  control  or  dispose  of  it. 

The  courts  of  the  county  are  open  to  them  for  the  prosecution  of  their 
rights,  and  in  no  other  manner  can  they  avail  themselves  of  the  propertjr 
in  question. 

HENRY  M.  RECTOR. 

February  19, 1860. 


No.  69. 


General  Land  Office,  May  21,  1850. 

Sir:  With  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  a 
communication  to  my  address,  to  which  you  have  specially  drawn  my 
attention,  from  Roswell  Beebe,  esq.,  of  Little  Rock. 

Mr  Beebe  refers  to  the  location  ef  a  five-section  claim,  in  which  he 
has  an  interest,  on  a  certain  tract  south  of  the  Arkansas  river ^  which  had 
also  been  covered  by  a  New  Madrid  claim  represented  by  Mr.  Rector  in 
the  name  of  Henry  Cockerham.  He  next  refers  to  a  report  that  the  Nev 
Madrid  claim  of  Langlois  had  been  recognised  to  the  <'  Hot  springs.'* 

Mr.  Beebe  seems  to  apprehend  that  the  rule  of  the  decisions  in  the 
case  of  the  "  Hot  springs"  may  apply  to  the  land  in  which  he  is  intei- 
ested,  and  he  therefore  asks  for  infori^ation  as  to  the  nature  of  the  action 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  if  any,  in  either  case,  and  that  the  depart- 
ment will  take  no  action  upon  any  claim  to  the  tract  in  which  he  is  inter- 
ested wiihout  giving  either  the  heirs  of  the  late  Chester  Ashley  or  him- 
self an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  the  premises. 

In  regard  to  the  ^<  Hot  springs"  location,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  by 
the  decision  of  this  office  ii  was  held  to  be  invalid;  that  an  appeal  was 
taken  to  the  supervisory  jwwer,  and  that  an  opinion  has  been  rendered 
by  the  Attorney  General  recognising  its  validity  under  existing  laws;  bat 
that  in  consequence  of  alleged  pre-emption  claims,  the  issuing  of  a  patent, 
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under  orders  fh)m  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  is  held  in  suspense 
until  the  adverse  pre-emptions  are  further  heard  in  the  premises. 

No^recent  application  appears  to  have  been  made  to  this  office  for  action 
in  the  Oockernam  case,  in  view  of  the  opinion  alluded  to  from  the  Attor- 
ney GeneraK  Should  that  case  be  called  up,  Mr.  Beebe  shall  of  course  have 
an  opportunity  of  being  heard  before  any  further  definitive  action  in  the 
matter. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BUTTERPIELD, 
Commissioner. 
Hon.  Solon  Borland, 

Senate  United  States. 


No.  60. 


General  Land  Office,  May  21, 1850. 
Sir:  The  Langlois  New  Madrid  location  on  the  "  Hot  springs,"  in 
Arkansas,  in  which  the  Attorney  General  has  given  an  opinion  recogni- 
sing its  validity,  is  held  in  suspense  at  this  office  under  orders  from  the 
Department  of'^the  Interior,  until  certain  adverse  pre-emptions  are  heard. 
In  regard  to  this  matter,  I  have  received  a  letter  dated  the  16th  instant 
from  the  Hon.  Solon  Borland,  of  the  Senate,  accompanied  by  one  of  the 
3d  instant  from  Roswell  Beebe,  esq.,  of  Litde  Rock,  in  which  the  latter 
gendeman  seems  to  apprehend  that  the  rule  of  decision  in  the  ^^  Hot 
springs"  case  will  apply  to  another  New  Madrid  claim  in  the  name  of 
Henry  Cockerham  on  land  soitth  of  Arkansas  river y  which  is  covered  by 
zl  five-section  cUnmixx  which  Mr,  Beebe  is  interested, 

Mr.  beebe  desires  that  no  action  be  had  in  this  latter  case  until  the 
heirs  of  the  late  Chester  Ashley  or  himself  shall  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard. 

In  reference  to  any  final  proceedings  which  you  may  be  pleased  to  order 
in  the  matter,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  for  your  consideration  copies  (A  and 
B^  of  the  aforesaid  letters  from  Messrs.  Borland  and  Beebe^  with  a  copy 
01  my  reply  of  this  date. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BUTTERPIELD, 
(Jommissumer. 
Hon.  Thomas  Ewiitg, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior^ 


B. 

Schedule  of  the  papers  in  reference  to  the  pre  emption  claims  to  the 
Hot  springs  in  Arkansas. 

Ai  Certified  copy  from  the  Washington  land  office  of  the  testimony 
relative  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  John  Percifiil,  under  act  of 
12th  April,  1814,  and  accompanying  papers,  marked  A  1,  A  2,  A  S, 
and  A  4>  received  at  the.Cteneral  Land  Office  29th  December « 
1838. 
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B.  Certified  copy,  from  the  same  district  land  office,  of  the  lestimonf 

in  the  claim  of  I<udovicus  Beiding,  or  Lydia  Beiding,  underact 
of  29th  May,  1820. 

C.  Affidavits  received  in  letter  of  H.  M.  Rector,  dated  29ili  Apdl, 

1843,  adverse  to  the  claim  of  John  PercifuFs  heirs. 

D.  Further  testimony  in  support  of  the  Perciful  claim,  received  in 

letter  of  Hon.  Edward  Cross,  dated  4th  December,  1843. 

E.  Testimony  in  reference  to  the  claim  of  William  Davis  and  Sarah 

Davis,  his  wife,  late  Sarah  Folsom,  dnder  act  of  I2th  April,  1814, 
received  in  letter  of  Lawson  Runyon  of  23d  December,  1843. 

F.  Letter  of  I«ydia  Belding  to  J.  W.  Breedlove,  esq.,  of  8th  February, 

1844,  with  enclosures  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  having  relation  to  her 
claim;  filed  in  the  General  Land  Office  by  said  Breediove^  30th 
March,  1844. 

0.  Letter  from  Lawson  Runyon  of  23d  December,  1843. 
H.  Letter  from  John  Wilson  of  16th  July,  1844. 

1.  Letter  from  Hon,  C.  Ashley  of  10th  February,  1845. 
K.  Letter  from  Lawson  Runyon  of  26th  September,  1846. 

L.   Letter  from  A.  H.  Lawrence  of  28th  May,  1850,  to  Secretary  of 

the  Interior. 
M,  Letter  from  A.  H.  Lawrence  of  28th  May,  1850,  to  Commissioner. 
N.  Letters  from  the  Commissioner  to  various  individuals  ,on  the  sirfh 
ject,  as  follows: 

To  register  and  receiver,  Washington,  Arkansas,  20th  April,  1839. 

To  Lawson  Runyon,  24th  June,  1842, 

To  J.  S.  Conway,  9th  March,  1843. 

To  H.  M.  Rector,  8th  April,  1843. 

To  register  and  receiver,  Washington,  Arkansas,  4th  May,  1843. 

To  J.  0.  Hale,  4th  May,  1843. 

To  H.  M.  Rector,  4th  May,  1843. 

To  Lawson  Runyon,  31st  May,  1843. 

To  Hon.  E.  Cross,  House  of  Reps.  U.  S.,  6th  December,  1843.    . 

To  Lawson  Runyon,  11th  January,  1844. 

To  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  29th  February,  1844. 

To  Hon.  W.  Woodbridge,  Committee  Public  Lands,  U.  S.  Senate, 
5th  June,  1844. 

To  John  Wilson,  19th  July,  1844. 

To  Hon.  C.  Ashley,  Senate  U.  S.,  12th  February,  1846. 

To  Lawson  Runyon,  22d  October,  1846. 

To  Hon.  W.  K.  Sebastian,  Senate  U.  S.,  16th  June,  1848. 

To  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  29th  May,  1860. 
Gbnbral  Land  Office,  /tme  10, 1860. 


A. 

TTie  statement  of  Sarah  Perciful^  made  an  oath  in  the  house  of  Samml 
P.  Carsony  in  the  town  of  Hot  Springy  in  the  county  of  Hoi  S^nrngf 
State  of  Arkansasy  on  the  2d  day  of  June,  1838. 

This  aflSant  states  that,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1814,  she  reached  the  Hot 
springs  in  company  with  her  uncle  and  others,  and  her  uncle  rented  a 
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cBbin  and  a  small  pieee  of  ground  fiom  John  Percifiil^  who  was  then  in 
possession  of  and  claiming  the  spring^,  and  all  the  houses^  elearings,  and 
improvements,  claimed  by  John  Perciful,  were  on  the  same  quarter  sec- 
tion whh  the  Hot  springs  and  near  to  the  springs. 

Affiant  states  that  there  weref  a  number^  probably  thirty,  of  cabins  and 
shelters  around  the  springs,  and  between  an  acre  and  an  acre  and  a  half 
of  land  cleared— all  claimed  by  John  Perciful — and  as  feras  this  affiant 
knows,  was  claimed  by  no  one  else  at  that  time. 

The  clearing  was  under  fence,  and  the  fence  was  an  old  one,  and  not  a 
new  rail  on  it,  as  I  saw  and  recollect,  and  in  condition  then  to  be  sowed 
or  planted,  and  a  pairtof  it  my  uncle  rented  for  a  garden.  The  place — that 
is,  the  clearing — ^looked  as  if  it  had  been  cleared  for  some  time^  and  been 
in  cultivation  for  several  years  prior  to  that  time. 

At  that  time,  viz:  6th  May,  1814,  and  a  few  days  after,  there  were  old 
com  stalks  on  the  portion  rented  by  affiant's  uncle, and  squash  vines  and 
cabbage  stalks  and  pea  sticks,  and  affiant  understood  from  many  persons 
at  the  springs  that  the  clearing  spoken  of  had  been  in  cultivation  for 
several  years  before,  by  Perciful  and  others  living  in  his  cabins,  and  to 
whom  he  had  rented.  Perciful  was  in  possession,  claiming  to  be  and 
understood  by  all  to  be  the  sole  proprietor,  and  every  one  that  came  to 
the  springs  rented  of  him.  In  the  summer  of  1814  there  was  a  family 
by  the  name  of  Poster,  who  stated  that  they  had  been  to  the  same  place 
in  the  summer  of  1813,  and  that  they  had  rented  a  part  of  the  same  clear* 
ing  from  Perciful  and  raised  vegetables  on  it. 

In  January,  1815,  affiant  was  married  to  John  Perciful,  and  they  have 
been  in  possession  of  the  springs  ever  since.  Atone  time  they  went  to  Red 
river  and  remained  about  nine  or  ten  months — ^this  was  in  1819 — ^but  during 
that  time  Perciful  had  rented,  as  usual,  to  persons  who  came  to  the  springs, 
and  returned  once  while  she  was  absent  to  the  springs.  There  was  a 
Frenchman  by  the  name  of  Joseph  Martin,  who  had  an  improvement  on  the 
Washita  about  seven  miles  from  the  springs^  who  became  so  afflicted  that 
he  was  incapable  of  taking  care  of  himself,  and  Perciful  took  care  of  him, 
and  he  was  kept  and  attended  to  after  that  by  Perciiul  and  his  family. 

The  place  on  Washita  was  claimed  by  Martin  as  his  settlement  right 
under  the  law  of  1814,  and  he  gave  it  to  Perciful  for  his  kindness  and  at* 
tention  to  him.  Martin  lived  until  1819,  and  then  died,  and  Perciful  had 
and  retained  possession  of  that  place  under  the  gift  firom  Martin  before 
spoken  of,  but  never  claimed  the  place  as  a  settlement  right. 

There  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Ebenezer  Falsome,  who  had  a  settle- 
ment on  the  Washita  river  near  to  that  of  Joseph  Martin,  who  moved  his 
family  and  cattle  up  in  1814,  near  to  the  Hot  springs,  and  into  a  house 
that  at  that  time  looked  like  a  new  one;  as  this  affiant  recollects,  there 
was  no  cultivarion  or  clearing  or  improvement  on  Falsome's  place,  except 
a  pole  fence  around  the  house  and  a  cow-pen. 

In  1816  this  affiant  thinks  Falsome  got  a  man  by  the  name  of  Lovelass 
to  run  off  his  settlement  right  at  his  place  on  the  river,  and  claimed  it 
under  the  pre-emption  law  of  1814,  and  never,  as  far  as  this  affiant  knows, 
in  his  lifetime,  made  claim  to  the  springs  by  virme  of  the  house  and  im- 
provements before  spoken  of,  but  that  house  was  made  to  bring  his  &niily« 
up^  for  the  use  of  the  water,  and  to  give  his  cattle  the  benefit  of  the  summer 
range. 
Peicifiil  came  to  the  springs  in  1809^  as  he  told  this  affiant  before  they 
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were  maniady  and  commenced  his  improvements,  and  he  made  inaayper« 
sons  build  these  houses  for  the  use  oi  the  wajter  and  board,  &c. 

John  Perciful  died  the  26th  July,  1835^  and  has  but  one  child^  David 
Perciful,  who  is  his  only  heir,  and  this  affiant  is  his  widow. 

The  possession  of  the  springs  has  never  been  relinquished,  but  has 
continued  in  said  Perciful  and  this  affiant  from  1814,  as  this  affiant 
knows  of  her  own  personl  knowledge,  up  to  this  date,  the  2d  June^  1833, 
without  interruption.    And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

her 
SARAH  +  PERCIFUL. 
mark. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  and  subscribed  in  my  presence,  by  Mrs.  Sarah 
Perciful,  to  me  personally  well  known,  at  the  Hot  springs,  m  Hot  Spring 
county,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  this  2d  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1^?38. 

DANIKL  RINGO, 
Omf  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Arkansas. 


The  atatcmeni  of  Warren  Dunham^  made  at  the  same  time  and  place,  and 

on  oath. 

Affiant  reached  the  Hot  springs  on  the  18th  of  June^  1814,  and  found 
between  twenty  and  thirty  cabins  erected  about  the  springs,  and  about  an 
acre  and  a  half  of  land  cleared  and  under  fence,  and  had  the  appearance  of 
having  been  cultivated  for  several  years  before  j  and  a  man  by  the  name  of 
John  Gibbons  told  affiant  that  he  had  rented  a  part  of  it  for  two  years 
before  from  John  Perciful,  and  cultivated  it  when  affiant  reached  the 
springs.  The  clearing  was  under  cultivation,  principally  in  corn,  beans, 
and  cucumbers,  and  they  were  growing  finely. 

John  Perciful  claimed  to  be  the  proprietor  of  the  place,  and  all  that 
came  got  in  by  his  consent  and  rented  of  him;  and  no  other  person  at 
that  day,  that  this  affiant  ever  heard  of,  set  up  a  claim  to  the  springs,  and 
the  possession  has  continued  in  him  and  his  widow  up  to  this  ticne,  as 
this  affiant  believes.  Mrs.  Perciful,  the  widow  of  John  Perciful,  was  at 
the  springs  when  this  affiant  reached  here  in  1814. 

Ebenezer  Falsome  lived  on  the  Washita  river.  His  clearing,  cuid  cul- 
tivation, and  permanent  residence  in  1814  was  at  that  place;  and  he  told 
affiant  he  claimed  that  place  under  the  law  of  1814;  and  he  asked  affiant 
that  if  he  had  it  surveyed,  it  would  not  be  good  evidence  of  his  set* 
tlement-right,  and  entide  him  to  the  whole  quarter  section;  and  he  had 
the  survey  made  and  a  plat  taken,  which  this  affiant  saw  in  1822  or  1823. 

This  affiant  always  understood  from  him  that  he  claimed  the  place  on 
Washita  by  virtue  of  his  settlement  and  improvemeiit,  and  no  other,  and 
he  was  fearful,  without  he  had  a  survey  and  fdat,  that  he  might  not  hold 
all  of  that.  Affiant  lived  with  him  in  the  winter  of  1814-^16,  at  his  place 
on  the  Washita;  and  he  had  the  survey  made  that  winter.  He  had  ten  or 
fifteen  acres  cleared  and  under  fence,  and  the^  looked  as  if  they  had  beeo 
cultivated  for  several  yeara.  Salsome  was  killed  in  1817;  and  his  widov 
ajid  family  have  remained  in  possession  of  that  place  ever  since. 

Falsome  had  a  small  house  near  the  springs;  and  on  the  4th  of  Jvly, 
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1814,  when  this  affiant  was  at  the  house,  there  was  no  clearing,  and  no  ap- 
pearance of  cultivation.  This  affiant  is  certain  that  he  saw  not  a  hill  or 
a  stalk  of  any  vegetable  growing,  and  they  left  in  August;  and  Falsome 
told  affiant  that  he  built  the  house  and  moved  up  here  in  the  summer  for 
the  benefit  of  the  stock  range,  and  to  sell  his  butter,  and  milk,  and  beef 
at  the  spring,  but  certainly  claimed  no  right,  nor  ever  disputed  Perciful's. 

WARREN  DUNHAM. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  and  subscribed  in  my  presence ,  by  Warren  Dunham, 
to  me  personally  well  known,  at  the  Hot  springs,  in  Hot  Spring  county, 
in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  this  second  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1838. 

DANIEL  RINGO, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Arkansas. 


Additional  testimony  of  Warren  Dunham  y  July  2, 1838. 

State  op  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  Spring: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  second  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  ' 
Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  Warren  Dunham  personally  came 
before  me,  the.undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peadl  within  and  for  said  county 
of  Hot  Spring,  in  the  State  aforesaid,  and  being  by  me  first  duly  sworn, 
deposeth  and  ^ith:  That  the  deposition  made  by  him,  the  said  liunham, 
on  the  second  day  of  June  ultimo,  before  Daniel  Ringo,  chief  justice  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  with  regard  to  the  pre-emp- 
tion right  of  the  widow  and  son  and  only  heirs  of  John  Perciful,  deceased, 
to  the  quarter  section  of  land  which  includes  the  Hot  springs,  is  trae;' 
and  said  Dunham  further  swears  that  the  said  springs  are  included  in  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  thirty-three,  in  township  two  south  of  the 
base  line,  in  range  nineteen  west  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian. 

This  affiant  further  states,  that  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  John  Perciful,  deceased,  leased  the  said  Hot  springs  and  improve- 
ments to  one  Lodovicus  Beldon  for  the  term  of  five  years,  who  remained 
in  the  possession  of  said  property  for  two  years  or  thereabouts,  and  then 
sold  the  lease  to  one  Asa  Thompson.  He,  Thompson,  remained  in  pos- 
session for  one  year,  or  near  that  time,  and  then  sold  the  lease  for  the 
remaining  two  years  to  Richard  C.  Hawkins,  who  delivered  over  the  pos- 
session to  Perciful  at  the  expiration  of  the  time.  There  was  a  ganleit 
cultivated  by  Percifijl,  about  half  of  which  is  on  the  quarter  section  before 
described,  and  was  cultivated  for  many  years  in  vegetables  of  various 
kinds,  a  corn-patch  for  roasting-ears,  &c.  The  said  garden  was  cultivated 
by  Beldon  in  the  years  lb28  an«t  1629,  and  afterwards  by  Thompson  and 
Hawkins.  This  deposition  is  annexed  by  wafers  to  the  before-mentioned 
deposition  made  before  Daniel  Ringo,  chief  justice,  in  presence  of  the 
subscribing  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  presence  of  the  clerk  of  the  supe- 
rior court  for  said  county.  Affiant  also  states  that  Beldon  cultivated, 
in  the  years  1828  and  1829,  a  garden  near  the  house?,  and  which  is  en- 
tirely included  in  the  quarter  section  described.  Affiant  also  states  that 
he  knows  the  principal  facts  set  forth  in  the  deposition  of  Sarah  Perciful 
in  the  premises  aforesaid  to  be  substantially  true. 

WARREN  DUNHAM. 
Ex.-6 
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Sworn  to  before  me,  and  subscribed  in  my  presence,  by  Warren  Don- 
ham,  to  me  personally  well  known,  at  the  Hot  springs,  in  Hot  Spring 
county,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  this  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1838. 

S.  A.  EMERSON,  J.  P. 

I,  S.  A.  Emerson,  the  subscribing  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
and  State  aforesaid,  do  certify  that  I  have  been  acquainted  with  Warren 
Dunham,  the  subscribing  witness  to  the  foregoing  deposition,  for  some 
years,  and  that  the  said  Dunham  has  filled  the  office  ol  county  jadge  for 
some  years  past,  and  bears  an  unblemished  character  for  truth  and  hon- 
esty, and  is  entitled  to  full  faith  and  credit  on  oath. 

Date  above  written. 

S.  A.  EMERSON,  /.  P. 


AddUicncd  testimony  of  Sarah  PereiftUj  Jukf  2, 1838* 

State  op  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  Spring: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  2d  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  Sarah  Perciful  personally 
came  before  me,  the  unckrsigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Hot  Spring  aim  State  aforesaid,  and  beine  by'me  first  duly 
sworn,  deposeth  and  sayeth:  That,  in  addition  to  the  deposition  made  by 
the  said  Sarah  before  Daniel  Ringo,  chief  justice  of  said  State,  on  the  2a 
day  of  June  ultimo,  in  the  case  of  a  pre-emption  right  having  been 
claimed  by  her  late  husband,  John  Perciful,  deceased,  and  which  claim 
includes  the  Hot  springs,  deposeth  and  sayeth:  that  she  is  unlearned  and 
has  no  knowledge  of  letters  or  figures,  and  therefore  cannot  say  of  her 
own  knowledge  anything  about  sectional,  township,  or  other  lines.  But 
firom  what  she  was  told  by  the  deputy  surveyor^  (Mr.  Hall,)  who  sur- 
veyed the  township,  or  the  part  on  which  she  lives,  and  also  from  what 
.she  has  been  told  by  others  who  understand,  she  believes  the  quaner- 
section  which  contains  and  includes  the  Hot  springs  to  be  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  thirty  three  (33)  of  township  two  south  of  the  base 
line,  in  range  nineteen  (19)  west  of  the  fifth  (5th)  principal  meridian. 
Affiant  further  states,  that  one  Lodovico  Beldon  leased  said  springs  and 
improvements  from  her  husband,  John  Perciful',  in  the  year  1828,  k>t  the 
•term  of  five  years,  and  that  said  Beldon  lived  on  the  said  quarter  section 
which  includes  the  springs,  and  cultivated  a  garden  which  had  for  many 
years  before  been  cultivated  by  Perciful  or  his  lessees,  about  one-half  of 
which  clearing  is  on  the  quarter  section  which  includes  the  Hot  springs 
j&s  above  described,  for  two  years,  to  wit:  the  years  1828  and  1829  j  and 
4he  said  Beldon  also  cultivated  a  garden  attached  or  near  to  the  houses  he 
'Occupied,  all  of  which  garden  is  included  in  the  quarter  section  before 
-described.  The  before  mentioned*  gardens  were  cultivated  in  various 
vegetables  and  some  corn  in  both  the  years  which  Beldon  resided  at  tb^ 
springs,  to  wit:  in  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight  and 
'eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  (1828  and  1829.)  Affiant  further 
states,  that  in  thd  latter  year  (1829)  or  thereabouts,  he,  Beldon,  sold  his 
lease  to  one  Asa  Thompson ;  said  Thompson  occupied  said  springs  for 
«one  year,  and  sold  out  to  Richard  C.  Hawkins^  who  kept  the  springs  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


«T  C  70  ] 

remaining  two  years,  then  deUveired  the  possession  over  to  Percifiil.  Per- 
ciiul  shortly  afterwards  sold  half  his  interest  to  said  pre-emption  to  James 
Conway,  esq.,  now  governor  of  this  State,  and  the  springs  were  leased  tp 
or  put  in  the  possession  of  Samuel  Raybum,  brother-in-law  of  said  Con- 
way; and  since  the  death  of  my  husband,  1  purchased  the  right  of  Gov- 
ernor Conway  which  had  been  conveyed  to  nim  by  my  husband,  and  he 
conveyed  to  me  by  deed.  All  of  -which  is  matter  of  record  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the  court  for  the  Hot  Spring  county  and  State  aforesaid; 
and  the  possession  was  restored  to  her,  and  the  said  Sarah  and  her  son, 
David — to  her  in  right  of  the  half  sold  by  her  husband  and  reconveyed 
to  her  by  Conway;  and  to  her  son  in  his  own  right,  as  only  heir  to  the 
remaining  half,  and  which  possession  I,  the  said  Sarah,  have  held  in  per- 
son ever  since. 

her 

SARAH  X  PERCIPUL. 

mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  in  my  presence  by  Sarah  Perciful,  to  me  well 
known,  and  who  is  entitled  to  full  fidth  and  credit  on  oath,  at  the  Hot 
eprings  and  State  aforesaid,  on  die  2d  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1838. 

S,A.  KMERSON,y,i>. 


Deposiiion  of  David  Perciful. 

State  of  Arkansas,  cotmty  of  Hot  S^ng: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  2d  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  (1838,)  David  Perciful  per- 
sonally came  before  me,  the  undersigned,  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for 
the  county  of  Hot  Spring  and  State  aforesaid,  and  first  being  duly  sworn 
by  me,  deposeth  and  sayeth:  That  he  is  the  son  and  only  surviving  child 
of  John  Perciful,  deceased,  (as  he  is  advised  and  believes,^  and  of  Sarah 
Perciful,  widow  of  said  John,  deceased.  That  he,  (Davia,)  according  to 
the  family  record,  was  born  on  the  eleventh  day  of  December,  I816j 
that  since  his  first  recollection  his  father,  the  said  John  Perciful,  deceased, 
claimed  the  Ho\  springs  under  a  pre-emption  right,  having  been,  as  he 
stated  to  this  affiant,  the  first  person  who  made  improvements  with  the 
intention  of  claiming  them  by  virtue  of  a  settler's  right;  and  said  affiant 
furtlier  stated  that  he  never  heard  of  any  other  claim  until  some  time  ia 
the  year  1820;  he  has  understood  that  James  Conway,  now  governor  of 
the  State,  run  out  a  tract  of  land,  including  the  springs,  called  a  '^  New 
Madrid  claim."  The  statements  of  Sarah  Perciful,  his  mother,  and 
Warren  Dunham,  esq.,  who  have  testified  in  this  case,  affiant  states  to  be 
true  to  the  best  of  his  belief  and  knowledge — all  at  least  which  have  oc- 
curred since  his  recollection. 

Affiant  further  states  that  the  quarter  section  of  land  which  includes 
the  Hot  springs,  and  for  which  he  and  his  mother  now  make  appUca^ 
lion  in  right  of  John  Perciful,  deceased,  is  the  southwest  quarter  of  sec- 
tion thirty- three,  of  township  two  south  of  base  line,  in  range  nineteen 
west  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian;  and  further  this  deponent  sayeth 
not. 

DAVm  PERCIPUL.    , 
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Sworn  to  and  subscribed  in  my  presence  by  David  Percifnl,  to  me  well 
known 9  and  entitled  to  full  fidth  and  credit  on  oath,  at  the  Hot  springs, 
State  aforesaid,  on  this  2d  day  of  July,  1838. 

S.  A.  EMERSON,  X  P. 

July  term  of  county  court,  A.  D.  1838. 

State  op  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  Spring: 

I,  Ira  A.  Sabin,  clerk  of  the  circnit  court/and  ex-officio  recorder  for  the 
county  of  Hot  Spring,  in  the  State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  S.  A. 
Emerson,  the  subscribing  justice  of  the  peace  to  the  foregoing  affidavits 
or  additional  testimony  of  Warren  Dunham  and  Sarah  Perciful,and  also 
to  the  original  deposition  of  David  Perciful,  all  of  which  testimony  is  io 
fcvor  of  the  pre-emption  right  of  John  Perciful,  deceased,  to  the  quarter 
section  of  land  therein  described,  and  which  includes  the  Hot.  spring, 
and  which  is  hereunto  annexed  by  thread  and  wafers^is  an  acting  justice 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county  of  Hot  Spring  and  State  of  Arkansas; 
and  that  all  bis  ofSicial  acts^  as  such,  are  entitled  to  respect,  faith^  aud 
credit. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  second  day  of  July,  A.  D. 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

IRA  A.  SABIN,     [I.  ».] 
Clerk, 

July  term  of  county  court,  1838. 

State  op  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  lining: 

I,  Granville  Whittington,  judge  in  and  for  the  county  court  of  Hot 
Spring  coun^,  now  in  session,  do  certify  that  Ira  A,  Sabin,  whose  official 
signature  and  seal  of  office  accompanies  the  foregoing  deposition,  as  stated 
in  his  certificate,  is  the  clerk  of  said  court,  in  and  for  said  county,  and 
that  all  his  official  acts  are  entitled  to  full  &idi  and  credit. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  in  term  time,  July  2,  A*  D.  1838. 

G.  WHITTINGTON,    [i..  b.] 
Judge  County  Onart. 

State  of  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  Spring: 

I,  Ira  A.  Sabin,  derk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  the  county  of  Hot 

Spring  and  State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  Granville  Whittington, 

whose  signature  is  placed  to  the  above  certificate,  is  at  this  time  the  legal 

judge  of  the  county  court  of  Hot  Spring  county,  in  the  State  aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 

r     I    the  seal  of  my  office,  this  2d  day  of  July,  A.  D,  1838,  and  of 

••  •    •■»    our  independence  the  sixty-second  year. 

IRA  A.  SABIN,  Clerk. 

State  op  Arkansas,  county  of  Pulciski,  ss: 

Richard  C.  Hawkins,  being  first  duly  sworn,  states  on  oath  that  in  the 

year  1828  Ludovicus  Belding  leased  the  Hot  springs  in  Hot  Spring  county, 

Arkansas,  from  John  Perciful,  and  took  possession  of  them,  the  same  year, 

or  five  years.    In  the  eariy  part  of  the  year  1830  Asa  Thompson  took 
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|K>ssession  of  the  springs^  under  Belding's  lease^  for  the  residue  of  his 
term;  and,  on  or  about  the  21st  of  August  of  the  same  year,  (1830^)  this 
a/Bant  bought  out  the  lease  from  the  said  Thompson  for  the  last  two  years 
of  the  said  lease,  commencing  on  the  1st  January,  1831,  and  ending  the 
1st  January,  1833— on  which  day,  to  wit:  the  2l«t  of  August,  or  there- 
about, the  said  John  Perciful,  Belding,  Thompson,  and  this  affiant  met 
together,  and,  by  consent  and  agreement  of  each  of  them,  and  in  the 
presence  of  all  of  them,  the  lease  of  Perciflil  to  Belding,  and  the  sub-lease 
from  Belding  to  Thompson  for  the  residue '  of  his  term  of  five  years,  as 
aforesaid,  were  cancelled  and  surrendered  up,  and  this  affiant  became  the 
lessee  of  the  said  Perciftil,  and  executed  his  obligations  to  him  for  the 
same  for  the  two  remaining  years  of  the  term  aforesaid,  and  delirered  pos- 
jsession  of  the  same  to  the  said  Perciful  in  pursuance  thereof. 

This  affiant  has  been  acquainted  with  the  affairs  at  the  springs  since 
May,  1829;  and  tb^  right  to  the  springs,  of  whatever  character  it  may 
have  been,  was  recognised  by  all  the  tenants  to  be  in  the  said  Perciful j 
and,  in  the  years  1829,  '30,  '31,  and  '32,  from  a  half  acre  to  an  acre  of 
land  near  to  the  spring  and  on  the  same  quarter  section,  as  this  affiant  is 
informed  and  believes,  was  in  cultivation  as  a  garden  and  truck  patch,  in 
wbich  were  raised  com,  peas,  beans,  potatoes,  cabbage,  &c.;  and  the  said 
affiant  states  that  in  the  year  1829  the  said  Belding  was  in  possession  of, 
and  cultivated,  said  ground,  as  aforesaid,. under  the  lease  trom  said  Per- 
ciful, and  in  the  year  1830.  and  up  to  the  first  of  January,  1831,  the  said 
Thompson  was  in  possession  of  the  said  place,  under  the  lease,  aforesaid. 
And  further  this  affiant  sayeth  not. 

RICHARD  C.  HAWKINS. 

State  of  Arkansas,  county  of  PtUaskiy  ss: 

This  day  the  within-named  Richard  C.  Hawkins  appeared  before  me, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  fer  the  county  aforesaid,  and  made  oath, 
according  to  law,  to  the  foregoing  affidavit,  and  signed  and  acknowledged 
the  same  in  my  presence,  at  Little  Rock,  22d  June,  1838. 

JOHN  HUTT,  /•  P.  P.  a 


The  statement  of  SUas  Dodj  made  at  the  office  of  Jesee  Brawny  esq.,  in 
the  town  of  Little  Sock,  Pulaski  county,  Arkansas,  on  the  6th  of  June, 
1838, «»  oath. 

This  affiant  states  that  in  1812,  and  be  thinks  in  the  month  of  June, 
he  was  at  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas,  and  that  John  Perciful,  deceased, 
was  in  the  possession  of  them.  There  were  several  cabins  around  the 
springs,  and  about  an  acre  cleared,  fenced  round,  and  in  cultivation  in 
peas,  beans^  pumpkins^  and  other  truck;  and  affiant  understood,  from 
Perciful  and  every  one  there,  that  it  was  Perciful's. 

Affiant  states  that  he  understood,  and,  from  all  the  information  he  had 
at  the  time,  viz:  1812,  He  verily  believes,  tl^e  place  and  improvement 
belonged  to,  or  was  claimed  by,  John  Perciful,  deceased;  and  that  was 
the  belief  and  statement  of  every  one  at  the  springs  with  whom  he  spoke 
jon  the  subject,  (and  it  was  frequently  the  subject  of  conversation,)  and 
be  never  heard  of  any  other  claim  at  the  time. 

Affiant  has  been  long  acquainted  wilh  Wanenpunham  and  Mrs.  Sarah 
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Perciful,  widow  of  John  Peiciful,  deceased^  and  states  that  any  faett 
stated  by  them  on  oath  are  entitled  to  the  ^raeitest  credit;  and  their  char- 
acter for  veracity  and  truth  never  has  been  impeached^  so  far  as  this  affiant 
knows  or  believes. 

SILAS  DOD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me^  Jesse  Browa^  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Little  Rock^  and  justice  of  the  peace,  by  the  said  Silas  Dod,  according  to 
law. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  6th  day  of  June,  1838. 

•.  BROWN,  Mofjor. 


Land  Office,  Washinton,  Arkansas^ 

September  27, 1838. 
We,  the  undersigned,  register  and  receiver,  as  aforesaid,  certify  that 
the  forogoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  depositions  now  on  file  in  this 
office. 

D.  T.  WITTER,  Receiver. 
GEO.  CONWAY,  Regisier. 

[Endonement.] 

Land  Office,  Washington,  Arkansas, 

September  27, 1838. 

This  claim  is  rejected,  it  appearing  from  the  official  plat  on  file  in  the 
register's  office  that  a  portion  of  the  land  herein  described,  and  the  put 
sought  to  be  entered  by  claimants,  have  been  located  by  New  Madrid 
certificate  No.  467,  in  the  name  of  Francis  Langtois  or  his  legal  represenW 
iltives,  for  two  hundred  arpens. 

GEO.  CONWAY,  Register 
D.  T.  WITTER,  Receiver 


Vi*i4r.9ff 
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Certificate  No.  467.— (^  Var.  8°  46'  east.) 
Surveyed  for  Francis  Langlois  or  his  legal  representatives,  who  claiin^ 
tecation  by  virtue  of  cerUficate  No.  467  issued  by  Frederick  Bates,  recoider 
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of  land  litleg,  on  the  26th  of  Novemher,  1818,  t«ro  hundred  arpens,  equal 
to  one  hundred  and  seventy  and  fifteen  hundredths  acres  of  land,  begin- 
ning at  the  main  Hot  spring  of  Arkansas;  thence  south  45^  east  on  an 
unmarked  (ine  29.17  chams,  where  set  a  post  the  southeast  corner  of  said 
survey,  from  which  a  pine  twenty*four  inches  in  diameter  bears  north  7^ 
«ast  ^  links,  and  a  pine  16  inches  in  diameter  bears  north  67  west  53 
Nnks,  each  marked  P.  S.  and  B.  T.;  thence  north  with  the  line  of  the 
survey,  at  204  links  a  white  oak  thirteen  inches  in  diameter,  at  41.26 
chains  set  a  post,  the  northeast  corner  of  said  survey,  from  which  a  pine 
16  inches  in  diameter  bears  north  45^  east  14  links,  and  a  black  oak  eight 
inches  bears  south  68^  west  15  hnks,  each  marked  P.  S.  and  B.  T.; 
thence  west  at  355  links  a  white  oak  24  inches  in  diameter,  at  41 .25  chains 
set  a  post,  the  northwest  corner  of  said  survey,  from  which  a  white  oak  16 
inches  in  diameter  bears,  north  10^  east  48  links,  and  a  white  oak  18 
inches  in  diameter  bears  south  58^  east  56  links,  each  marked  P.  S.  and 
B.  T..;  thence  south  at  60  links  a  white  oak,  at  12.10  chains  Hot  spring 
creek  bears  east,  at  41.25  chains  set  a  post,  the  southwest  corner  of  said 
suryey,  from  which  a  black  oak  six  inches  in  diameter  bears  north  48^ 
east  21  links,  and  a  black  oak  10  inches  in  diameter  bears  north  28^  wesi 
50  links;  thence  east  at  563  links  a  black  oak  12  inches  in  diameter^  at 
18.87  chains  Hot  spring  creek  bears  south,  at  41.25  chains  the  southeast 
comer  of  said  survey. 

In  conformity  with  instructions  from  the  surveyor  general,  I  have  sur- 
veyed the  foregoing  location  or  claim  in  the  name  of  rrancis  Langlois,  so 
that  the  main  Hot  spring  is  in  the  centre  thereof. 

JOHN  C.  HALE, 
Deptiiy  Surveyor. 

February  2S,  1838^ 


General  William  Rector, 

Surveyor  of  the  Public  Lands  for  the  Siate  of  Illinois 

arifi  Territory  of  Missouri: 

The  undersigned  applies  for  the  entry  or  location  of  two  hundred  arpens 
of  land  to  satisfy  a  certificate  issued  by  Frederick  Bates,  recorder  of  land 
titles  lor  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  to  Francis  Langlois  or  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives, dated  the  26th  of  November,  1818,  numbered  four  hundred 
and  sirty-seven,  to  be  surve3^d  in  a  square  tract,  the  lines  of  which  to 
bo  corresponding  with  the  cardinal  points,  and  to  include  the  Hot  springs 
(so  called)  t^n  the  waters  of  Ouachita  river,  south  of  the  river  Arkansas: 
die  said  spring  to  be  as  near  the  centre  of  the  square  as  circumstances  will 
admit.  An  order  of  survey  is  solicited,  and  directions  agreeably  to  this 
notice.  The  springs  to  be  included  are  those  generally  known  as  the 
largest  and  most  resorted  to  upon  that  river« 

S.  HARMOND. 
ELUS  RECTOR. 

St.  Louis,  January  27, 1819. 
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[No.  467,]  Office  of  the  Recorper  op  Land  Titles, 

St:  Louis,  November,  26,  1818. 

I  certify  that  a  tract  of  two  hundred  arpens  of  land  situate  in  bayou  Si. 
John,  in  the  county  of  New  Madrid,  which  appears  firom  the  books  of  this 
office  to  be  owned  by  Francis  Langlois,  <^has  been  materially  injured  by 
earthquakes,  and  that  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  17th  of  February,  1815,  the  said  Francis  Langiois  or 
his  legal  representatives  is  entitled  to  locate  two  hundred  arpens  of  land 
OA  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  the  sale  of  which 
18  authorized  by  law.'* 

[Com.  Req.,  vol.  6,  p.  88.]  FREDERICK  BATES- 


Missouri  Territory,  county  of  SL  Louis: 

I  do  hereby  assign,  transfer,  and  set  over  all  my  right,  title,  claim,  and 
interest,  for  myself  and  as  attorney  in  fact  for  Francis  Langlois,  to  or  in 
the  within  certificate,  and  all  the  benefits  and  rights  to  be  secured  th^re- 
ftom  to  Samud  Harmond,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  and  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  which  sum  I  have  received 
from  the  said  Harmond  in  full  consideration  for  the  premises  aforesaid. 
Witness  my  hand,  this  4th  day  of  January,  1818. 

JOSH  STORY 
Attorney  in  fact  for  FRANCIS  LANGLOIS- 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 

LUtle  Rock,  Arkansas,  June  27,  1838. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  survey,  application  for  survey,  certificate, 
and  diagram,  dc<;.,are  correct  copies  of  the  original  of  record  in  my  office. 

BDW.  CROSS, 
Surveyor  of  Public  Lands. 


A— No.  2. 

Hot  Springs,  August  2,  1838. 
Gentlemen:  Judge  Ellis  wrote  me  from  Washington  that  he  had  de- 

Sosited  the  depositions  with  you,  which  I  forwarded  by  hint  to  yourof- 
ce,  in  favor  of  the  widow  and  only  son  of  John  Perciful,  (leased,  to  a 
pre-emption  right  to  the  quarter  section  of  land  which  includes  the  Hoi 
springs. 

He  says  that  Mr.  Witter  seemed  indifferent  to  all  he  said,  and  remarked 
that  it  appeared  from  the  official  record  that  there  was  a  claim  located  on 
the  springs,  which  to  him  was  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  validity  of 
said  claim.  I  presume  Mr.  Witter  is  right  in  this  decision,  but  it  is  ex- 
traordinary that  I  cannot  have  the  evidence  I  send  placed  on  record  and  a 
transcript  of  the  record  sent  to  the  Conunissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice for  his  decision. 
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Judge  Ellis  also  states  that  Mr.  Witter  remarked  that  some  regard  to 
farm  otiffht  to  be  observed  in  tafing  depositions,  &c.  In  a  full  and  clear 
conversation  with  Mr,  Conway  at  the  Rock,  he  advised  me  of  the  eui- 
ditional  proof  necessary  to  be  made,  and  gave  me,  in  his  own  hand-wri- 
ting, the  form  required.  I  pursued  it  verbatim  et  literatim  in  the  additumal 
testimony  which  was  attached  to  that  which  was  previously  sent  by  Judge 
Dunham.  The  previous  testimonv  was  princi^Uy  takeh  before  Jud^ 
Ringo,  and  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Traphal,  who  certainly  stands  high  in  hia 

{>rofession  at  the  Rock.  I  thought  these  men  understood  the  necessary 
brms.  But  further,  I  wrote  to  judge  Cross,  and  have  his  letter  in  answer, 
which  shows  that,  so  far  as  form  is  concerned,  the  depositions  first 
taken  could  not  be  deficient  in  that  respect,  and  Mr.  Conway  said  the  only 
deficiency  was  not  specifying  ihB particular  quarter  section^  (fee,  claimed 
by  the  witnesses,  instead  of  an  application  by  Mrs.  Perciful  and  her 
son. 

To  that  point  I  directed  my  attention,  and  proved  beyond  a  doubt  the 
specific  quarter.  I  now  request  that  the  depositions  delivered  to  you  by 
Judge ^llis  shall  be  considered  by  you,  and  a  transcript  sent  by  you  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  at  Washington  city.  If, 
however,  you  should  not  think  it  consistent  with  your  duty,  be  so  good 
as  to  return  the  depositions  by  Mr.  Sutton,  the  bearer  of  this,  together 
with  your  reasons  for  not  doing  so. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,vyour  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  CARSON. 
Messrs.  Witter  and  Conway, 

Land  officers  at  Washington^  Arkansas. 

P.  S. — kludge  Ellis  also  stated,  in  the  close  of  his  letter,  that  Mr.  Con- 
way was  not  in  the  office  when  he  delivered  the  papers,  but  that  a  young 
gentleman  was  acting  in  his  absence.  I  hope  when  Jftr.  Witter  meets  or 
when  he  did  meet  Mr.  Conway,  that  they  will  at  least  concur  in  the  pro- 
priety of  certifying  the  testimony  up  to  the  General  Land  Office. 

S.  P.  C. 

I  certify  that  this  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  Messrs. 
Conway  and  Witter  by  Mr.  Sutton,  on  the  2d  August,  1&38. 

WM.  B.  BURDEN, 


A— No.  3. 

Hot  Springs,  June  9,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  employed  Judge  Dunham  to  go  to  your  office  and 
make  application  for  a  pre-emption  right,  in  favor  of  Sarah  Perciful,  widow, 
and  David  Perciful,  son  and  only  heir  of  John  Perciful,  deceased,  for  the 
quarter  section  of  land  which  contains  the  Hot  springs. 

I  made  an  arrangement  some  time  since  with  Judge  Cross  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  entry  money,  ($200,)  which,  I  am  advised  by  him,  has  been 
communicated  to  Mr.  Witter.  I  am  also  advised  by  Judge  Cross  that  it 
appears  from  the  records  of  his  office  that  a  New  Madrid  claim  has  been 
located  on  said  Hot  springs,  and  that  it  may  be  considered  by  you  as 
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^^prima  facie^^  evidence  in  favor  of  that  cbinri,  and  will  probably  prevent 
you  from  granting  a  certificate  to  Mrs.  Perciful  and  her  son,  although  yon 
might  be  convinced  of  the  illegality  of  the  New  Madrid  location.  Should 
this  be  the  case,  you  will  do  me  the  fevor  to  have  all  the  testimony  sent 
by  Judge  Dunham,  and  all  that  may  be  in  your  office  (I  understand  that 
some  depositions,  taken  in  the  lifetime  of  Perciful,  in  favor  of  his  right, 
were  sent  from  Clarke  county  and  deposited  in  the  land  office  at  Washing- 
ton) transcribed  and  certified,  so  that  I  can  send  authenticated  copies  to 
Washington  city.  Any  fees  or  charges  will  be  paid  by  Judge  Dunham. 
A  reference  to  the  "Compilation  of  Land  Laws/'  which  is  doubtless  in 
your  office,  and  to  those  particular  acts  which  relate  to  ''New  Madrid'* 
claims,  will  at  once  convince  you  that  it  cannot  possibly  hold  here,  (see 
act  of  February,  1816,)  because  they  were  restricted  to  the  limits  of  the 
Missouri  Territory  in  the  first  place,  and  then  to  lands  the  sale  of  which 
is  authorized  by  law ;  meaning  clearly  the  land  the  sale  of  which  ws 
authenticated  by  law  at  the  date  of  the  act,  to  wit,  in  February,  1815. 
The  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  Mr,  Butler^  may  prevent  a  certifi- 
.  cate  under  the  act  of  1814.  Whatever  you  may  think  of  the  correctness 
of  his  opinion,  I  presume  you  are  instructed  to  act  in  conformity  with  it. 
I  view  it  as  obviously  incorrect;  but  should  I  fail  under  the  act  of  1814, 
the  subsequent  acts  will  avail  me,  as  I  view  the  New  Madrid  claim  as 
nothing.  The  purchase  by  me  of  one-half  of  the  interest  and  right  of 
Mrs.  Perciful  and  her  son,  will  explain  why  I  take  an  active  part  in  the 
matter.  If  consistent  with  your  convenience,  I  would  be  gratified  to  be 
fevered  with  the  reasons  which  will  govern  your  decision  in  this  case. 
A  full  transcript  of  all^the  testimony  (should  you  refuse  a  certificate)  will 
be  absolutely  necessary,  as  I  shall  enter  forthwith  a  protest^  and  wish  the 
evidence  to  accompany  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Messrs.  Witter  and  Conway, 

Lcmd  officers  at  Washingtoriy  Hempstead  county ^  Arkansas. 


A~No.  4. 

Hempstead  C.  H.,  Arkansas, 

September  27,  1838. 

Sir:  I  have  just  got  the  land  officers  at  this  place  to  act  upon  Mrs.  Per- 
ciful's  pre  emption  claim,  which  you  will  perceive  has  been  rejected. 

You  herewith  have  a  certified  copy  of  the  depositions,  and  the  opinion 
of  the  officers. 

I  paid  $10  for  copying  the  depositions,  which  you  can  remit  me  by 
mail  or  otherwise. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

O.  M.  OAKLEY. 

Colonel  S.  P.  Carson, 

Hot  Springs  J  Arkansas. 
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State   op  Arkansas  ,   county  of  Hot  Spring. — United   States   op 

America. 

Pre-emption  right, — Lydia  Belding,  in  right  of  her  husbtxnd,  Ludovicu$ 

Beldingy  deceased. 

March  7,  1839,  prsonatly  appeared  before  me,  A.  N.  ?abin,  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  Lydia  Belding,  and  being  first  sworn  for  this  purpose,  de- 
poseth  and  ^ayeth,  that  she  and  her  said  hjisband  were  living  at  the  Hot 
springs  in  February,  A.  D.  1828,  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  33, 
township  2  south,  range  19  west,  or  rather  on  the  west  half  of  the  said 
section  33,  as  it  is  presumed  that  a  legal  subdivision  of  the  said  section  33 
will  Ipave  the  dwelling-house  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  said  section 
33,  and  the  cultivation  ground  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  same  sec- 
tion, (33.)  And  further  this  deponent  saveth,  that  living  on  the  west  half 
of  said  sectioii  33,  February,  A.  D.  1828,  she  and  her  said  husband  con- 
tinued to  live  at  the  same  place  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year  A.  D. 
1829;  and  that  she  sok)  her  said  husband  had  ground  enclosed  with  a 
fence,  wherein  they  ploughed  and  cultivated  corn,  potatoes,  peas,  beans, 
&c.,  dDc,  in  the  year  A.  D.  1829;  and  further  this  deponent  sayeth,  that 
although  her  said  husband  leased  many  privileges  in  the  Hot  spring  val- 
ley to  Asa  Thompson,  in  February,  A.  D.  1^,  yet  still  she  and  her- 
said  husband  rgserved  two  houses  for  their  own  use,  which  two  said 
houses  she  and  her  said  husband  had  in  their  possession  throughout  all 
the  month  of  May,  A.  D.  1830,  and  until  August,  1830,  and  one  of  the 
said  houses  she  and  her  said  husband  continued  to  keep  possession  of 
throughont  all  the  year  A.  D.  1831,  and  soon  until  it  rotted  away. 
And  mrther  this  deponent  Sayeth  not. 

LYDIA  BELDING. 

Before  iqc,  A.  N.  Sabin,  justice  of  thefteace,  this  7th  of  March,  1839. 

At  the  above  date  personally  appeared  before  me,  A.  N.  Sabin,  ^justice 
of  the  peace,  Samuel  Sorter,  and  first  being  duly  sworn  for  this  purpose, 
stated,  on  oath,  that  L.  Belding  resided  in  the  Hot  spring  valley  on  the 
2d  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1829,  and  that  he,  L.,  cultivated  the  ground  and 
resided  there  throughout  all  the  summer  and  winter  of  A.  D.  T829;  and 
although  L.  Belding  moved  his  family  from  the  valley  in  the  spring  of 
1830,  yet  still  L.  Belding  reserved  two  houses  for  his  own  use;  which 
said  two  houses  were  in  the  use  and  possession  of  Ludovicus  Belding 
throughout  all  the  summer  of  1830.  And  fiurther  this  deponent  sayeth 
not. 

SAMUEL  SORTOR. 

Done  before  me,  A.  N.  Sabin,  justice  of  the  peace,  March  7, 1839. 

At  this  date,  March  7, 1839,  personally  appeared  before  me,  A.  N.  Sa- 
bin, a  justice  of  the  peace,  William  Davis,  and  first  being  sworn  for  the 
Eurposn,  stated, on  oath,  that  he  (witness)  ploughed  the  ground  in  the 
[ot  spring  valley  in  the  spring  of  the  year  A.  D.  1829,  for  Ludovicus 
Belding  to  pkmt^  cultivate,  &,c,\  and  that  he  (witness)  was  paid  for  his 
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work  and  ploughing  by  L.  Belding.    And  further  this  deponent  sayeA 
&ot. 

his 
WILLIAM  +  DAVIS, 

mark. 

Done  before  me,  A.  N.  Sabin,  justice  of  the  peace,  March  7,  1839. 

At  this  date,  March  7, 1839,  personally  came  before  me,  A.  N.  Sal»ii, 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  Jonathan  Bassett,  and  being  first  swora  &r  ths 
purpose,  deposeth  and  saith:  th^t  the  foregoing  deposition  of  Lydia 
Belding  is  essentially  and  entirely  the  truth  as  of  his  own  certain  knowl- 
edge.   And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

JONATHAN  BASSETT. 

Done  before  me,  A.  N.  Sabin,  justice  of  the  peace,  March  7, 1839. 

March  7, 1839. 
I,  A.  N.  Sabin 9  hereby  certify  that  aU  the  foregoing  witnesses  are  of  tha 
first  respectability  iu  oui  land,  and  their  testimony  in  this  case  is  en- 
titled to  full  credit. 

A.  N.  SABIN,  J.  P. 

.  We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  do  hereby  certify  that  ail 
the  foregoing  witnesses  are  of  the  first  respectability,  an<]^  their  tedtimony 
is  entitled  to  fuU  crejiit. 

LAWSOPf  RUNYON, 
D  AVI  I J  BASSETT, 
THOMAS  HOLMAN. 


State    op  Arkansas,  caunijuof  Hoi  Spring. — United  States  of 

America. 

March  9  f  A.D.I  839.-^Lydia  Belding  ^  in  right  of  her  husband ^  Ludavieu9 

Belding  y  deceased. 

Whereas  it  is  supposed  that  a  part  of  the  cultivation  of  the  said  L. 
Belding  was  made  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  thirty-three,  town- 
ship two  south,  range  nineteen  west,  and  a  part  on  the  southwest  quarter 
of  the  same  section,  (33;)  therefore  I,  Lydia  Belding,  in  right  of  my  hus- 
band, Ludovicus  Belding,  deceased,  do  relinquish  all  claim  or  pretension 
to  preemption  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  thirty-three;  and  if 
allowed  by  law  to  hold  pre  emption,  I  wish  to  hold  it  on  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  thirty-three,  township  two. south,  range  nineteen  wesL 

LYDIA  BELDING. 

State  op  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  Spring: 

I,  Lawson  Runyon,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  exofficio  recorder 
within  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  annexed 
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and  foregoing  pre-emption  proof  or  instrument  of  writing  was  filed  for 
record  in  my  office  on  the  18th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1841 ;  and  the  same 
i^  now  duly  recorded  in  record  book  A  of  deeds  and  mortgages^  pages 
249,250,251. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  as  clerk  aforesaid, 
.  1  and  affixed  the  seal  of  said  court,  at  Hot  Spring,  this  19th  day  of 
I'-'^-J  October,  A.  D.  1841. 

LAWSON  RUNYON, 
Clerk  and  ex  (^gieio  Recorder. 

And  I  further  certify,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  that  I  was  present  at 
the  taking  of  the  depositions  and  proof  of  the  pre-emption  aforesaid,  be- 
fore A.  N.  Sabin,  who  was  at  that  time  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace, 
legally  commissioned  and  qualified,  and  acting  in  his  official  capacity; 
and  full  credit  is  due  to  all  his  official  acts  as  such  justice  of  the  peace. 

LAWSON  RUNYON, 
Clerk  of  Hot  Spring  Circuit  Court. 


State  of  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  Springy  ss: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  Lawson  Runyon  this  day  personally  appeared 
before,  me,  John  C.  Kuykendal,  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace  withm  and 
for  the  county  of  Hot  Spring  and  State  aforesaid,  and  on  his  oath  de- 
poseth  and  saith:  That  he  was  deputed  to  present  the  within  and  forego-* 
log  proef  of  a  pre-emption  right  to  the  commissioners  of  the  land  office  at 
Washington,  Arkansas;  that  the  same  was  duly  filed  with  the  register  of 
said  land  office  on  the  10th  day  of  March,  1839;  at  which  time  and  place 
he  tendered  payment  for  the  quarter  section  of  land  in  said  proof  of  pre- 
emption aforesaid  mentioned,  in  gold  and  silver  coin  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  full  amount  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  or  two 
hundred  dollars,  with  the  amount  of  all  official  and  legal  enlarges.  And 
fiirther  this  deponent  saith  not.  # 

LAWSON  RUNYON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  18th  day  of  November,  1841. 

.     JOHN  O.  KUYKENDAL,  /.  P. 

State  op  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  Spring,  3s: 

1,  John  C.  Kuykendal,  a  presiding  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county 
court  within  and  for  the  county  of  Hot  Spring  and  State  aforesaid,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  attestation  of  record  is  in  due  form,  and 
by  the  proper  officer,  to  wit:  the  proper  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the 
county  and  State  aforesaid,  who  is  also  ex-officio  recorder  by  virtue  of  his 
office. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  as  such  presiding  justice,  this  18di  day 
of  November,  1841. 

JOHN  0.  KEYKENDAL,  /.  P.  [seal] 

State  of  Arkansas,  cot«n/y  of  Hot  Springy  ss: 

I,  Lawson  Runyon,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  county  courts  within 
and  for  the  county  of  Hot  Spring  and  State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


[70] 


78 


that  John  O.  Kuykendal  is  one  of  the  presiding  justices  of  the  peace  i 
the  county  court  of  Hot  Spring  county,  duly  commissioned  and  qualified. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  as  such  clerk,  aoc 
r  1  aflixed  the  official  seal  of  said  court,  at  Hot  Spring,  this  18th  day  oi 
l^-  ^-J  November,  A.  D.  1841. 

LAWSON  RUNYON, 
Cferk  Hot  Spring  Circuit  and  County  Courts. 


C. 

T%e  stcUemerU  of  Richard  C.  HawkinSyOn  oathyinade  in  the  city  cflMiU 
Rocky  on  the  27th  day  of  Aprily  1843. 

This  deponent  states  that  since  May,  (1829)  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-nine,  he  has  been  acquainted  with  the  affairs  at  the  Hot  springs, 
in  this  Slate;  and  such  acquaintance  was  during  the  years  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty  nine,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-one,  and  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  by  actual  obser?a- 
tion  and  residence  at  said  springs. 

And  deponent  states  that  during  the  years  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenly-nine  and  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  or  up  to  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary in  the  year  last  aforesaid,  one  Ludovicus  Beiding  lived  at  said 
springs  by  virtue  of  a  lease  held  under  one  John  Perciful,- who  theo 
claimed  the  spnngs,and  that  said  Beiding  did,  in  the  summer  of  eighte» 
hundred  and  twenty-nine,  cultivate  (mostly  as  a  garden)  a  small  patch  or 
parcel  of  ground  situated  almost  due  north  of  the  main  one  of  said  Hot 
springs,  and  at  Hot  less  than  one  hundred  and  seventy*five  yards  there- 
from (as  deponent  thinks  and  believes,)  and  that  said  garden  or  piece  of 
ground  contains  not  more  than  one  acre  or  an  acre  and  a  half  of  land; 
(and  note)  that,  although  deponent  states  in  his  deposition  taken  in  Ldtde 
Rock,  on  th4^2d  day  of  June,  (1838)  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eighty 
before  John  Stule,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  that  he  believed  that  the  improve- 
ment or  cultivation  spoken  of  in  said  deposition  lies  in  the  same  quarter- 
section  as  the  springs,  yet,  as  deposition  will  show,  deponent  made  such 
statement  from  what  he  was  told  by  others,  and  not  of  what  he  knew,  of 
the  courses  and  distances  of  the  lines  of  the  United  States  surveys,  for  of 
such  lines  he  knows  and  pretends  to  know  nothing. 

But  deponent  speaks  now  (as  to  the  position  of  the  said  garden  or  patch) 
from  actual  observation  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  place. 

And  deponent  states  further,  that  although  the  aforementioned  John 
Perciful  claimed  the  Hot  springs  by  virtue  of  a  pre-emption,  yet  that  said 
Perciful  (during  deponent's  stay  about  the  Hot  springs,  which  was  from 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine  to  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-two  inclusive)  lived  on  his  (said  Perciful's)  farm  on  the 
Ouachita  river,  about  five  or  six  miles  fiom  said  springs. 

And  deponent  also  states  that  the  aforesaid  Beiding  gave  up  his  posses- 
sion to  the  springs  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty,  and  he  thinks  as  early  as  the  month  of  February^  and  is  certain 
that  it  was  before  May. 

And  deponent  states  also^  that  to  his  own  knowledge  said  Beiding  dii 
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not  retain  any  house  or  houses  at  the  Hot  springs  after  he  leased  or  gave 
up  the  premises  to  one  Asa  Thomson,  but  that  a  Mrs.  Bossett,  the  mother- 
in-law  of  said  Belding,  clahned  in  her  own  right  a  very  small'  cabin  or 
house  for  her  own  particular  use  and  benefit  if  she  should  at  any  subse- 
quent time  wish  to  return  to  the  springs  for  her  health,  &c.,  &c.;  and 
with  this  exception,  neither  Belding  nor  any  member  of  his  family  ever 
claimed  even  the  possession  or  right  of  possession  to  any  tenement  or 
other  improvement  at  the  Hot  springs  after  the  first  of  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty,  nor  did  fthis  deponent  ever  understand  from  said 
Belding  in  his  lifetime  that  he  claimed  any  right  of  pre  emption  to  the 
Hot  springs  (or  any  benefit  whatever)  under  the  pre-emption  act  of  May.^ 
(1830)  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty. 

And  deponent  also  states  that  there  never  was,  during  the  time  that  he 
lived  at  the  Hot  springs,  any  other  ground  in  cultivation  other  than  the 
g^den  or  patch  spoken  of  in  the^  preceding  part  of  this  statement  or  depo- 
sition;  and  furthermore  this  deponent  saith  not. 

RICHARD  C.  HAWKINS. 

This  day  personally  appeared  Richard  O.  Hawkins,  to  me  well-known, 
before  the  undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Pulaski,  and  makes  oath  that  the  statements  contained  in  the  foregoing 
deposition  are  true  to  the  very  best  of  his  belief  and  understanding,  in  the 
name  of  God,  amen;  and  the  said  Hawkins  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered 
in  my  presence  this  his  deposition,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  in  Little 
Rock^  Arkansas,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1843. 

O.  L.  JEFFRIES, 
*  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

I,  David  B.  Greer,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  above-signed  Charles  L.  Jeffries  is  an  acting  justice  of  the 
peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Pulaski,  and  State  aforesaid. 

r     ^  ^     Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Little  Rock^  this  first  day 
l.^-  ®-J         of  May,  1843. 

DAHD  B.  GREER, 
Secretary  of  Sizte. 


The  statement  of  Charles  Rapley^  on  oath,  made  in  the  city  of  Little  Rock, 
on  the  26th  day  of  Aprily  1843. 

This  deponent  states  that  in  the  summer  of  1833  he  boarded  and  lived 
at  the  house  of  one  John  Perciful,  (now  deceased)  whose  place  of  resi- 
dence was  at  that  time  on  the  bank  of  the  Ouachita  river,  about,  as  depo- 
nent supposes,  six  miles  from  the  Hot  springs,  and  that  on  many  occa- 
sions (and  voluntarily)  said  Perciful  stated  to  deponent,  and  others  who 
were  also  sojourning  with  said  Perciful  at  the  same  time,  his  travels  and 
exploits  in  hunting,  &^c.,&c.;  and  deponent  thinks  that  Perciful  told  him 
that  he,  Perciful,  came  first  into  the  country  in  the  year  (1813)  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirteen,  and  that  in  the  year  following^  to  wit:  in  the  year 
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eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  as  deponent  underslood  him,  he,  said  Per- 
ciful,  settled  the  place  on  which  he  then  lived;  and  deponent  states  that 
the  place  where  Perciful  then  lived  looked  as  if  it  had  been  settled  for 
many  years. 

And  deponent  states,  also,  that  he  has  been  at  the  Hot  springs  fie- 
quently,  and  that  he  never  saw  anything  there  like  farming  in  a  general 
way,  but  only  a  garden,  or  the  like.     And  further  this  deponent  says  noL 

CHAS.  RAPLEY. 

This  day  personally  appeared  Charles  Rapley  (being  by  me  well  known) 
before  the  undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Pulaski,  and  State  of  Arkansas,  and  makes  oath  that  the  statements  imde 
in  the  foregoing  deposition  are  true  to  the  tiiest  of  his  recollection  and  be- 
lief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  27th  day  of  April,  1843. 

JOSEPH  FENNO,  7.  P. 

I,  David  B.  Greer,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  above  signed  Joseph  Fenno  is  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Pulaski,  and  State  of  Arkansas. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  1st  day  of  May,  1843. 

DAVID  B.  GREBR,  [seal.] 

Secretary  of  State. 


State  op  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  Sffring: 

Be  it  remembered  that  Sarah  Perciful,  the  widow  of  John  Perciful,  de- 
ceased, in  right  of  herself  and  John  Perciful's  heirs,  this  day  personally 
appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace  within 
and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  and  on  her  oath  deposes  and  says:  That  she 
is  about  fifty  years  of  age,  the  widow  of  said  John  Perciful,  deceased;  the 
head  of  a  family  consisting  of  herself,  one  child,  and  one  slave;  for  these 
thirty  years  she  has  been  an  actual  settler  on  the  public  land  of  the  United 
States,  on  a  tract  known  and  designated  as  the  southwest  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 33,  in   township  number  2  south,  of  range  19  west  of  the  fifth 
principal  meridian,  in  the  district  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  Washing:tDD, 
Arkansas;  that  she  removed  from  Mississippi  during  the  Creek  Indian  war 
and  arrived  at  Hot  springs  early  in  the  spring  of  1814,  at  the  house  of  the 
said  John  Perciful,  and  rented  a  house  and  garden  of  said  Perciful,  where 
she  remained  and  cultivated  vegetables  in  said  spring  and  summer  of 
the  year  A.  D.  1814;  and  that  the  said  Perciful  also  cultivated  a  garden 
in  said  spring  and  summer  of  1814,  at  the  Hot  springs  now  embraced  by 
said  quarter  section  of  land.   He  told  her  that  he  had  cultivated  said  gaideo 
in  the  years  A.  D.  1812-'13,  (eighteen  hundred  and  twelve  and  thirteen) 
and  that  he,  the  said  Perciful,  had  settled  in  said  place  at  Hot  springs  A. 
D.   1807,  and  the  size  of   the  peach  trees  he  hid  enclosed  left  her 
without  grounds  to  doubt  his,  said  Perciful's,  statement.    She  further  de- 
poses and  says:  That  afterwards,  in  the  month  of  January,  A.  D.  1815, 
she  was  married  to  the  said  John  Perciful,  and  that  she  and  her  said  hus- 
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band)  John  Perciiul,  has  held  by  personal  residence  said  quarter  section 
of  land  by  themselves  and  tenants  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  took 

S»lace  A.  D.  1836;  and  since  by  herself  and  legal  representatives.  And 
iirther  deposes  and  says,  that  neither  she  nor  her  husband,  John  Perciful, 
ever  has  claimed  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  any  other  part  of  the  public 
domain ,  and  he  died  without  owning  or  possessing  one  acre  of  his  country's 
soil,  and  she  still  remains  equally  destitute  of  any  part  thereof.  Further- 
more she  saith  not. 

her 
SARAH  +  HSROIFUL. 
mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  after  reading  aloud  the  foregoing 
deposition,  this  12th  of  October,  1843. 

ISAAC  MILLER,  /.  P. 


State  op  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  Spring: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  Thomas  Hoiman  personally  appeared  before  me, 
an  acting  justice  of  the  peace,  and  deposes  and  says,  on  oath,  that  he  has 
been  acquainted  with  John  Perciful,  in  the  foregoing  deposition,  for  thirty- 
three  years,  and  also  with  Sarah  Perciful,  the  widow  of  said  John  Perciful, 
fortliirty  years  or  thereabout;  and  further  deposes  and  says,  that  the  said 
John  Perciful  did  build  the  first  house  at  Hot  springs  in  the  years 
1811  or  1812,  and  that  the  said  John  Pen.iful  did  cultivate  on  said  quarter 
section  (thirty-third  section)  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  deposition,  in 
the  years  1812  and  1813,  and  said  house  was  built  previous  to  those 
years;  and  that  he  was  in  possession,  by  personal  residence  of  himself 
and  his  family  and  tenants  of  said  springs,  up  to  his  death;  and  that  all 
the  matters  and  things  set  forth  in  her  said  foregoing  deposition  relative 
to  the  right  of  pre-emption  are  true  in  substance  and  in  &ct.  Furthermore 
he  says  not. 

THOMAS  HOLMAN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  on  the  12th  of  October,  1843. 

ISAAC  MILLER,  J.  P.     . 

I,  Isaac  Miller,  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  depositions  are  entitled  to 
foil  weight  and  credit,  as  the  persons  are  of  undoubted  veracity. 

ISAAC  MILLER. 

I  this  day  examined  the  foregoing  depositions  given  by  Sarah  Perciful 
Und  Thomas  Hoiman,  with  both  of  whom  I  have  been  a6q[aainted  for 
twenty  yeurs,  and  know  them  to  be  of  undoubted  character;  and  fiirfter 
know  that  the  said  Sarah  Perciful  did  reside  at  the  Hot  spings,  and  where 
she  was  keeping  a  boarding-house  in  the  year  1620  at  said  Hot  i 
the  quarter  section  set  forth  in  said  depositions.  This,  thef 
October,  1843. 

PHILIP  S.  PHYSICK. 
Ex.— 6^ 
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NoTEMBER  10;  1843. 

I  admit  a  legal  tender  of  two  hundred  dollars  in  gold  coin  on  account  of 
purchase  money  for  public  lands  herein  described,  which  was  refus^  oa 
the  grounds  set  ferth  in  this  paper. 

D.  S.  WILLIE,  Receiver. 

This  application  for  a  pre-emption  under  the  act  df  12lhof  April,  1814, 
18  rejected  on  the  following  grounds,  to  wit: 

First.  The  lands  claimed  were  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  Qua- 
paw  Indians  in  1818,  and  were  not  subject  to  pre-emption  under  the  act 
of  1814,  as  per  opinion  of  Attorney  General  of  the  3d  of  May,  1836. 

Second.  The  land  claimed  was  reserved  from  sale  or  entry  by  act  of 
Congress  of  20th  April,  1832,  and  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  this  office, 
taken  out  of  the  provisions  of  that  act  by  the  act  of  March  1, 1843. 

Third.  I'hat  admitting  the  validity  of  the  settlement,  the  claimant,  in 
her  proof  herein^  has  failed  to  make  out  the  case  under  the  act  of  12th  of 
April,  1814. 

D.  S.  WILLIE,  Receiver. 
SAMUEL  (>.  WHEAT,  Register. 


E. 

Evidence  of  pre-emption  right* 

TliiaF  mdenture,made  and  entered  hato  this  thirteenth  day  ^t  Mardi,  in 
the  year  of  CThrist  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  by  and  between  Wil- 
liam Davis  and  his  wife  Mary  Davis,  (formerlj  Mary  Fulaom,)  of  the 
county  of  Hot  Spring,  and  State  of  Arkansas,  of  the  first  part,  and  Lav- 
son  Bunyon,  of  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  of  the  second  part,  wit- 
nesseth:  that  the  said  parly  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of 
five  dollars  to  them  in  hand  paid  by  the  party  of  the  second  part,  tk 
receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged  at  and  before  ensealing  aoi 
delivery  of  these  presents,  and  for  and  in  consideration  of  a  note  of  haul 
for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  executed  by  the  party  of  the  second 
part,  and  made  payable  to  the  parties  of  the  first  part  on  the  consideraiioss 
therein  mentioned,  and  bearing  date  March  thirteenth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty  one,  and  signed  by  the  party  of  the  second  part,  the  said  parties 
of  the  first  part  have  granted,  bargained  and  sold,  aliened,  remised, 
released,  acquitted,  discharged,  transferred,  conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and 
by  these  presents  do  grant,  bargain  and  sell,  alien,  remise,  release,  acquit, 
discharge,  transfer,  convey,  and  confirm  unto  the  said  party  of  the  seeond 
part,  and  to  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns  forever,  all 
and  singular  their  right,  title,  interest,  property,  possession,  claim,  and 
demand  in  and  to  the  southwest  fractional  quarter  or  southwest  quarter 
of  section  number  thirty-three  in  township  number  two  south,  of  range 
number  nineteen  west,  containing  ninety-one  or  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
acres,  more  orless,  said  fractional  quarter-section  being  the  same  that  was 
inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  wife  of  the' said  party  of  the  first  part 
previous  to  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen;  and  with,  also,  all 
and  singular  <he  right,  title,  interest,  claim,  and  demand,  whatsoeYetj 
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vhieh  have  or  hereafter  may  accrue  to  them  in  the  premises  aforesaid, 
by  any  act  or  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  any  legislature 
or  agent  haying  legal  authority,  and  more  especially  all  right,  title,  inter- 
esty  claim,  property,  possession^  and  demand,  which  have  or  hereafter 
may  accrue  to  them  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  passed  April  twelfth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  granting 
pre  emptioo  rights  to  inhabitants  who  cultivated  a  tract  of  land,  Ac, 
(acts  of  14th  Conffress,  chapter  iii,  section  6,)  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  passed  April  twenty-ninth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixteen,  for  the  benefit  of  those  entitled  to  the  benefits  and 
privileges  of  the  act  aforesaid;  and  also  all  right,  title,  interest,  property, 
possession,  claim,  and  demand  whatsoever,  which  might  accrue  to  them 
by  any  act  or  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  whfch  are  or  may 
hereafter  be  passed  for  the  relief  or  benefit  of  those  entitled  to  the  benefite 
and  privileges  of  either^of  the  acts  aforesaid;  with  all  and  singular  the 
rights  and  tenements,  hereditaments  and  appurtenances,  property  and 
possession,  claim  and  demand,  whatsoever  appertaining,  to  have  and  to 
hold  to  the  only  use,  benefit,  and  behoof  of  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  and  to  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  forever;  and 
the  said  parties  of  the  first,  for  themselves  and  for  their  heirs,  do  covenant 
with  and  to  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  and  with  his  heirs,  that  the 
premises,  rights,  titles,  property,  possession,  claim,  interest,  and  demand 
herein  conveyed,  or  intenaed  so  to  be,  are  all  and  singular  which  have 
or  hereafter  may  accrue  to  them  by  any  act  or  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  as  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  the  day 
and  year  first  above  written. 

his 
WILLIAM  X  DAVIS-     [l.  s] 
mark, 
her 
MARY  X  DAVIS,  [l.  s.] 

mark« 
Witnessed  by 

Robert  C.  Kuykenbal, 

his 
David  x  McDonald, 

marie. 
Lawson  Runyon, 


StaT5  of  Arkansas,  county  ofEfoi  Springy  s$: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
Christ  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  personally  appeared  before  me, 
Lawson  Runyon,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  within  and  for  the  county  of 
Hot  Spring,  William  Davis,  and  his  wife  Mary  Davis,  to  me  pefsonally 
well  known,  and  acknowleaged  the  within  and  foregoing  instrument  of 
writing  as  for  their  acts  and  deed,  for  the  consideration  and  purposes  therein 
mentioned;  and  Mary  Davis,  the  wife  of  William  Davis  aforesaid,  being 
by  me  first  examined  saparate  and  apart  from  her  said  husband,  acknowl- 
edged that  she  did  the  same  freely  and  of  her  own  choice,  and  not 
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through  fear  or  compulsion,  or  any  undue  inflilienee  of  her  said  husband. 
which  I  do  hereby  certify. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  as  cl^k  aforesaid, 
r        ^  and  affixed  the  official  seal  of  my  office,  at  Hot  springs,  tfiis  tfur- 
L^"  ^'J  teenth  day  of  March^  in  the  year  of  Christ  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-one. 

LAWSON  RUNYGN,  Clerk. 

State  op  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  Sprif^y  ss: 

I,  Lawson  Runyon,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  ex-officio  recorder  fcr 

the  county  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  annexed  and  forgoing 

instrument  of  writing  was  filed  for  record  in  my  office  on  the  thirteenth 

day  of  March,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  and  the  same  is 

now  duly  recorded  in  record- book  A  of  deeds  and  mortgages,  pages  199, 

200,  201,  and  202. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  band  and  affixed  the 

r        ^    seal  of  my  of&ce  at  Hot  springs,  this  twenty- third  day  of  March, 

[L.  S.J    ^  jj^  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  and  of  the  United  States 

independence  the  sixty -fifth. 

LAWSON  RDNYOW, 
Clerk  and  ear  officio  Recorder. 


State  of  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  Spring,  ss: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  William  Davis,  and  Mary 
Davis,  wife  of  the  said  William,  of  the  county  of  Hot  Spring  and  State 
of  Arkansas,  for  good  causes  and  considerations  thereunto  us  moyiog, 
have  made,  ordained,  constituted  and  aroointed,  and  by  these  presents  do 
make,  constitute  and  appoint  Lawson  Runyon,  of  the  county  and  State 
aforesaid,  our  true  and  iawfal  agent  and  attorney  in  fact,  irrevocable  for  the 
purposes  following,  to  wit:  Whereas  the  justice,  liberality,  and  wisdom  ef 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  fby  an  act]  approved  April  the  twelfth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  and  by  an  act  aroroved  April  the  twentf- 
ninth,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  granting  the  right  of  pre-empMi 
to  persons  who  actuallv  inhabited  and  cultivated  a  tract  of  land  lyias 
in  what  was  then  callea  Missouri  Territory,  and  the  then  late  Temtorf 
of  Orleans,  and  which  tract  was  not  rightfully  claimed  by  any  other  per- 
son, &c. ;  and  who  should  not  have  removed  from  said  State  or  Teiritoff 
in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  such  tract  from  the  government  upon  suck 
terms  and  under  such  restrictions  as  therein  mentioned;  and  being oT 
those  who  were  entitled  to  the  benefits  and  privileges  of  the  acus  afoiesaid, 
and  not  having  as  yet  been  able  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  benefits  of  laid 
acts,  and  ui  order  that  justice  may  be  done  us  in  the  premises  aforenid^ 
now  know  ye,  that  we,  Wilham  Davis,  and  Mary  Davis,  hisivife,  (formeriy 
Mary  Fulsom)  have  given,  and  hereby  do  give,  full  power  and  autfaoiily* 
t6  our  said  attorney  to  do  and  perform  all  things  necessary  to  estsbikJx 
and  perfect  any  right,  title,  claim,  or  demand  which  have  or  might  ac-^ 
crue  to  us  by  virtue  of  the  acts  aforesaid,  or  any  other  acts  whatsoever 
which  have  been  or  may  be  passed  for  the  benefit  or  relief  of  those  enti- 
tled to  the  privileges  of  the  acts  aforesaid;  atid  also  to  hove  the  same 
patented  in  his  own  4ame  or  any  other^  to  transfer^  grants  bargain  or  selL^ 
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or  iispom  of  in  any  way  he  may  think  proper  and  fit  for  his  own  special 
use  and  benefit,  or  the  benefit  of  his  heirs  or  legal  representatives;  when- 
ever he  shall  be  able  to  secure,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  here  given,  any 
benefits,  or  rights,  titles,  interests,  claims  or  demands  whatsoever  under 
the  provisions  of  the  acts  aforesaid,  and  to  do,  execute  and  perform  all 
things  in  the  premises  which  may  be  requisite  and  necessary  in  as  fiill 
and  ample  a  manner  as  we  ourselves  might  or  could  do  were  we  person- 
ally present;  also,  with  power  of  substitution,  hereby  ratifying  all  and 
whatsoever  our  said  attorney  shall  lawfully  do  or  cause  to  be  done  by  vir- 
tue hereof. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this 
thirteenth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  184L 

his 
WILLIAM  X  DAVIS,  [seal.] 
mark, 
her 
MARY  X  DAVIS,        [seal.] 
mark. 
In  presence  of  us — 

Robert  C.  Ktjvkendal, 

his 
David  x  McDoxald. 
mark. 

State  of  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  SpHng,  s$: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-one,  personally  appeared  before  me,  Lawson  Runyon, 
the  undersigned,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  within  and  for  the  county  albre-' 
said,  William.  Davis,  and  his  wife,  Mary  Davis,  form^ly  Mary  Fulsom,  lo 
me  both  pecsonaliy'well  known,  and  acknowledged  the  within  and  fore- 
going instrument  of  writing  as  for  their  act  and  deed,  and  for  the  uses 
and  purposes  therein  set  forUi;  and  Mary  Davis,  the  wife  of  said  William, 
beipg  by  me  first  examined  on  the  subject  separate  and  aside  from  her 
said  husband,  acknowledged  that  she  did  the  same  freely  and  of  her 
own  choice,  and  not  through  compulsion,  fear,  or  any  undue  influ- 
ence of  her  said  husband,  and  I  so  certify. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  as  clerk  of  the 
Tl  8  1    ^^^^  aforesaid,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office  at  Hot  springs, 
1-  '    *•'    this  thirteenth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one, 
A.  D. 

LAWSON  RUNYON,  Clerk. 

Stats  op  Askansas,  county  of  Hot  Spring,  so: 

If  Lawson  Runjron,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  ex  officio  recorder 

within  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  annexed 

and  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  was  filed  for  record  in  my  office  on 

the  thirteenth  day  of  Mareh,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  and 

the  same  is  now  duly  recorded  in  reeordbook  A,  pages  202, 203  and  204. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  as  clerk  aforesaid, 

£l.  s.]    and  affixed  the  seal  of  office,  at  Hot  springs,  this  twenty-third 

day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one. 

LAWSON  RUNYON, 
CXerk  and  ex  ^ficio  Recorder. 
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Deposition  of  pre-emption  daimani  under  the  act  of  April  12,  1814. 

State  op  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  ^)ring: 

Mrs,  Mary  Davis,  being  first  duly  sworn  for  the  purpose,  made  and  sub- 
scribed the  following  deposition,  to  wit:  That  in  the  spring  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirteen  she  settled  at  the  Hot  springs,on  the  southwest  quarter 
or  southwest  fractional  quarter  of  section  thirty-three,  in  township  num- 
ber two  south,  of  range  number  nineteen  west;  that  she  had  a  dwelling- 
house  thereon  in  the  same  year,  and  that  she  inhabited  and  lived  upon 
the  premises  aforesaid  during  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen  and 
fourteen,  and  that  she  had  a  part  of  the  premises  enclosed  with  a  fence, 
and  had  corn,  beans,  and  other  vegetables  planted  in  her  said  enclosure, 
and  cultivs^ted  the  same  in  such  manner  as  farmers  usually  cukivate  the 
soil,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  previous  to  the  twelfth  day 
of  April,  ana  that  she  continued  to  possess  and  inhabit  the  same  theieaite, 
and  that  she  had  not  at  that  time,  nor  at  any  time  since,  moved  from  said 
county  or  Stale. 

her 
MARY  +  DAVIS. 
mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  7th  day  of  April,  1841. 

ISAAC  MILLER,  J.  P. 


State  of  Arkansas,  county  of  dark: 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  day  Jacob  Barkman  personally  appeared 
before  the  undersigned,  John  S.  T.  Caloway,  an  acting  justice  of  the 
peace  within  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  and  on  his  oath  deposes  and 
says,  that  in  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen  and  fourteen  he  was 
at  the  Hot  springs,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  county  of  Hot  Spring, 
(which  was  then  Missouri  Territory  and  county  of  Arkansas,)  and  that 
Mary  Davis,  (formerly  Mary  Pulsom,)  with  her  fiimily,  were  living  and  re- 
siding at  the  south  end  of  Hot  Spring  valley,  on  the  east  side  of  Hot  ^riag 
bayou,  near  the  old  grave  yard;  that  they  had  a  dwelling-house  and  other 
improvements  there,  and  a  lot  or  parcel  of  land  enclosed  with  a  fence, 
and  had  corn  and  other  vegetables  planted  therein,  and  cultivated  the 
same  in  the  usual  manner  of  cultivatmg  the  soil;  and  that  he  does  verily 
believe  that  it  was  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen  that  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  the  facts  herein  mentioned;  and  that  said  Mary  and 
some  of  her  family  have  continued  to  reside  in  the  countv  and  n^ghbor* 
hood  of  the  Hot  springs  ever  since,  to  this  date.  And  nirther  this  de« 
penent  says  not. 

J.  BARKMAN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  fifteenth  day  of  May,  A.  D. 
1841,  and  I  so  certify. 

JNO.  S.  T.  CALOWAY,  /.  P. 
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Stats  op  Arkansas^  county  of  Clark: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  Isaac  Cates  this  day  personally  appeared  before 
me,  John  S.  T.  Caloway,  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for 
the  county  aforesaid,  and  on  oath  deposes  and  says  that,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen  he  was  at  the  Hot  springs,  in  the  county 
of  Hot  Spring  and  State  of  Arkansas,  (which  was  at  that  time  the  coiuity 
of  Arkansas  and  Territory  of  Missouri,)  and  that  Mary  Dayis,  (formerly 
Mary  Fulsom,)  with  her  family,  was  living  and  residing  at  the  south  end 
of  Hot  Spring  valley,  on  the  east  side  of  Hot  Spring  bayou,  near  the  old 
j^veyand;  tnat  they  had  a  dwelling-house  and  other  improvements  there, 
and  a  lot  or  parcel  of  land  enclosed  with  a  fence,  and  had  corn  and  other 
vegetables  planted  therein,  (in  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,)  and  culti- 
vated in  the  usual  manner  of  cultivating  the  soil;  and  that  said  Mary 
Davis,  (formerly  Mary  Fulsom,)  with  some  of  her  family,  have  resided  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Hot  springs  aforesaid,  from  the  date  aforesaid,  until 
this  data.    And  fiirther  this  deponenX  say6  not« 

his 
ISAAC  +  GATES, 
mailc. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  fifteenth  day  of  May,  1841, 
and  I  so  certify. 

JOHN  S.  T.  CALOWAY,  /.  P. 

State  op  Arkansas,  county  of  Clark: 

I,  John  S.  T.  Caloway,  do  hereby  certify  that  J.  Barkman  and  Isaac 
Gates,  whose  names  appear  upon,  and  are  subscribed  to,  the  foregoing 
affidavits,  are  respectable  citizens  of  the  county  of  Clark,  and  their  testi- 
mony is  eotided  to  full  credit. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  fifteenth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1841. 

JOHN  S-  T.  CALOWAY,  /.  P. 


State  op  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  Spring: 

Be  it  remembered  that  Absalom  Turner  this  day  personally  appeared  before 
me,  John  C.  Kuykendal,  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the 
county  afbisesaid,  and  on  his  oath  deposes  and  says,  that  he  is  personally 
well  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  settlement,  cultivation,  and 
improvements  of  Mary  Davis,  as  described  in  the  depositions  of  Jacob 
Barkman  and  Isaac  Cates,  on  the  foregoing  pages;  that  he  knows  said 
improvements,  residence,  and  cultivation  were  upon  the  quarter  section 
of  land  including  the  Hot  springs,  which  said  quarter  section  of  land  is 
known  and  designated  as  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  number  thirty- 
thvee,  township  number  two  south,  of  range  number  nineteen  west,  m 
the  district  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  Washington,  Arkansas.  And  further 
than  this  the  deponent  says  not. 

his 

ABSOLEM  +  TURNER. 

mark. 
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Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  I8th  day  of  Smtemh&t,  A.  D. 
1841. 

JOHN  O.  KUYKENDAL,  J.  P. 

State  of  Abkanbas,  county  of  Hoi  Spring: 

\y  Lawson  Rnnyon^  clerk  of  the  circuit  conrt^  and  ex  officio  recorder, 

do  hereby  certify  tnat  the  annexed  and  foregoing  instrumentf  of  writing 

was  filed  for  record  in  my  office  on  the  19th  day  of  September,  1841;  and 

the  same  is  now  duly  recorded  in  record  book  A,  page  245. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  as  derk  aforesaid, 

[l.  s.l    and  affixed  my  official  seal,  at  Hot  springs,  March  20, 1842. 

LAWSON  RUNYON, 
Clerk  y  and  ex  (jfficw  Recorder. 

State  of  Arkansas,  couniff  of  Hot  Spring : 

I,  Lawson  Runyon,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  ex  officio  recorder, 

within  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certi^  that  the  annexed 

and  foregoing  is  a  full,  true,  and  complete  transcript  ot  a  deed  of  convef- 

ance  and  power  of  attorney,  duly  acknowledged  by  the  proper  officer,  and 

of  recprd  in  my  office;  and  also  a  full,  true,  and  complete  transcript  of 

the  depositions  taken  as  evidence  of  the  right  of  preemption  to  the  land 

and  premises  therein  conveyed,  taken  before  the  proper  officers  acting  ia 

their  official  capaciues,  duly  commissioned  and  qualified  to  act  as  such, 

and  of  record  in  the  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  as  clerk  aforesaid, 

r        -1  and  affixed  my  official  seal,  at  Hot  springs,  at  mv  office,  this 

"•  '     *J  twentieth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-thiee. 

LAWSON  RUNYON, 
CferAr,  and  ex  officio  RecorAr. 

State  op  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  Spring : 

I,  Phineas  Barnes,  presiding  justice  of  the  county  court  of  the  coanty 

aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  certificate  and  atiestation 

of  Lawson  Runyon,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  ex  officio  recorder, 

within  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  is  in  due  form,  and  by  the  proper 

'  officer. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  private  seal,  (having  no  official  seal,)  this 
20th  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three,  at  office. 

PHINEAS  BARNES, /.  P.     [seai.,]' 

State  of  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  Sjprlng: 

I,  Lawson  Runyon,  clerk  of  the  circuit,  and  ex  officio  clerk  of  the 
county  court,  within  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that 
Phineas  Barnes,  the  attesting  justice  whose  name  appears  upon  and  is 
subscribed  to  the  foregoing  certificate,  is  duly  commissioned  and  qualified, 
and  acting  as  such. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  as  clerk  aforesaid, 
[l.  8.1    and  affixed  my  official  seal  at  office,  December  20,  1843, 

LAWSON  RUNYON,  Clerk. 
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Hot  Springs^  February  8, 1844. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  January,  aoknowledging  the  receipt  of  my 
petition,  &c.,  is  before  me,  and  from  your  statements  there  is  no  doubt 
in  my  mind  but  that  R.  C.  Hawkins  has  given  false  evidence,  in  the  case 
of  Sarah  Perciful,  as  relates  to  Mr.  Belding's  claim  to  the  Hot  springs,  as 
you  may  easily  see  from  the  papers  herewith  enclosed.  I  send  you  these 
papers  to  satisfy  you  that  Mr*  Belding  did  exercise  entire  control  of  said 
springs  in  such  a  maimer  as  would  warrant  the  belief  that  he  had  other 
rights  to  the  same  than  those  obtained  under  a  lease  from  Mr.  Perciful. 
It  is  true  that  Mr.  Belding  did  obtain  by  lease  all  the  right  that  Mr.  Per* 
ciful  had  to  said  springs  in  connexion  with  an  equal  right  which  he  ob- 
tained by  actual  purcha^  from  another  party  who  had  settled  and  improved 
said  land  in  his  own  right.  I  refer  to  the  settlement  made  by  Mr.  Mil- 
lard, whose  right  was  not  derived  fronLany  one,  but  by  a  settlement  made 
by  himself  in  his  own  right — a  claim  over  which  no  one  ever  pretended 
to  have  control.  This  claim  was  re^larly  transferred  to  Mr.  Belding 
previous  to  the  passage  of  the  pre-emption  law  of  1829-*30;  and  he  there- 
fore occupied,  cultivated,  and  nad  possession  in  his  own  right,  derived  as 
aforesaid^  at  the  passage  of  the  law,  as  well  as  full  and  entire  possession 
and  control  of  any  right  which  Mr.  Perciful  had  or  pretended  to  have. 
But  admitting  that  Mr.  Belding  had  no  other  manner  of  claim  but  that 
derived  from  a  lease  from  Perciful,  (which  is  not  the  fact,)  yet  still  the 
right  of  pre-emption  has  generally  been  awarded  to  the  tenant  who 
actually  cultivated  and  had  possession  under  the  Isiw. 

I  am  aware  that  the  papers  I  send  you  herewith  are  not  duly  acknowl- 
edged and  proved  in  such  manner  as  would  entitle  them  to  be  admitted 
as  evidence  before  a  court  of  law;  but  as  I  believe  the  proof  already  on  file 
fully  complies  with  and  covers  all  the  requisitions  of  the  law,  I  merely  send 
them  to  you,  to  satisfy  you  that  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Hawkins  and  Mr» 
Dunham  are  essentially  false.  Mr.  Hawkins  states  that  Mr.  Belding  leased 
to  Mr.  Thompson;  that  Mr.  Thompson  leased  to  him;  and  finally,  before 
the  expiration  of  Belding's  lease,  that  he,  Thompson,  Belding,  and  Perci- 
ful all  met,  and  the  original  lease  of  Mr.  Beldiuff  was  cancelled  by  all  the 
parties,  and  that  he  (Hawkins)  took  a  new  lease  m)m  Mr.  Perciful ;  when  in 
feet,  about  this  time  Mr.  Hawkins  took  a  new  lease  from  Mr.  Belding,  the 
oiiginal  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed  to  you,  marked  [A.]  This  docu- 
zr^nt  speaks  for  itself.  I  also  send  you  an  affidavit  of  Mr.  Hawkins, 
taken  before  a  magistrate  at  Little  Rock  about  the  time  I  undertook  to 
piove  up  Mr.  Belding's  claim.  I  send  jom  this  to  show  that,  by  his 
own  affidavit,  sworn  to  before  a  ministerial  officer  of  this  State,  at  the 
same  date  that  he  avers  that  he  took  a  new  lease  of  Mr.  Perciful,  he  did 
actually  take  a  lease  of  Mr.  Belding,  to  wit:  on  the  20th  of  August.  1830. 
It  is  true,  as  I  before  said,  this  article  is  not  so  proved  and  acknowledged  as 
would  .entitle  it  to  come  before  a  court  of  law;  but  if  necessary  hereafter, 
I  presume  the  signature  of  the  parties  could  be  proved.  ,  1  also  send  you  a 
certificate,  given  by  Mr.  Thompson  at  the  date  of  Mr.  Hawkins's  lease, 
from  Mr.  Belding.  This  also  shows  that  Mr.  Belding  did  exercise 
ownership  over  the  premi/ses;  tliat  he  had  leased  part  of  the  premises  to 
Thompson,  who  transferred  his  lease  to  Hawkins,  and  with  whose  con- 
sent Mr.  Belding  executed  the  aforesaid  lease  to  said  Hawkins,  and  in  all 
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1)robability  Mr.  Hawkins  never  did  at  any  time  enter  into  or  obtain  a 
ease  from  Perciful.  I  also  send  you  the  original  transfer  of  Mr.  Millard, 
showing  the  claim  of  Mr.  Belding  as  obtained  by  actual  purchase  as  well 
as  by  lease.  I  am  not  certain  that  a  copy  of  this  is  with  the  other  papers 
on  file  in  the  land  office;  if  not,  please  file  it  and  any  other  of  the  papera 
herewith  enclosed  that  you  may  think  proper. 

I  hope  I  have  herein  given  you  a  full  and  correct  account  of  the  claim 
upon  its  real  merits  as  it  is,  and  also  shown  strong  circumstantial  evi- 
dence of  the  falsity  of  the  testimony  of  Hawkins  and  others  in  relation 
to  it;  and  therefore,  on  rieceipt  of  this,  if  there  occurs  to  your  mind  any- 
thing more  which  I  can  do  that  may  seem  necessary  or  worth  doing,  please 
let  me  know. 

I  am,  very  respectfiilly,  &c.,  &c., 


Col.  James  Breedlove. 


LYDIA  BELDING- 


[A.] 


This  agreement,  made  and  entered  into  at  the  Hot  springs  this  twentieth 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  by  and  between 
L.  Belding,  of  Hot  Spring  county,of  the  one  part,  and  Richard  C.  Hawkins, 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  of  the  other  part,  wltnesseth,  that  the  said  Belding, 
for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  him 
in  hand  paid  (by  two  notes  of  hand  given  by  said  Hawkins  to  said  Beld- 
ing, one  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  payable  the  fifteenth  of  August 
next,  and  the  other  for  one 'hundred  dollars,  payable  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three)  by  the  said  Hawkins,  the 
receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  hath  let,  leased,  granted,  and 
given  possession  to  the  said  Hawkins,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  of  all  and 
singular  the  houses  or  cabins  said  Belding  has  any  interest  or  concern  in 
whatever,  in  the  valley  of  the  Hot  springs,  in  the  county  of  Hot  Spring 
and  Tenitory  of  Arkansas,  from  this  day  until  the  first  day  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  said  buildings  or  cabins  being  and 
constituting  all  the  cabins  in  said  valley,  except  one  small  cabin  owned 
by  Mrs.  Bassett  and  the  four  cabins  claimed  by  Asa  Thompson;  all  of 
which  cabins  claimed  or  owned  by  said  Thompson,  together  widi  the 
ten-plate  stove,  said  Hawkins  is  to  pay  said  Thompson  for,  and,  at  the 
expiration  of  said  term  of  time,  say  on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-three,  together  with  all  of  the  houses  or  cabins  named 
within  this  lease,  and  all  the  buildings  or  improvements  that  said  Hawkins 
may  make  or  cause  to  be  made,  deliver  to  said  Belding  or  his  assigns,  in 
good  order,  except  the  natural  wearing  thereof  and  the  risk  of  fire,  and 
the  cabin  claimed  or  owned  by  William  Davis  is  to  be  exempt  from  this 
lease;  and  it  is  expressly  agreed  and  understood  that  said  Belding  warrants 
and  guaranties  said  Hawkins  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  the  before- 
named  cabins  against  any  or  all  persons  whatever,  except  the  United 
States;  and,  incase  there  should  be  a  law  passed  by  Congress,  or  the 
executive  of  the  general  government  should  dispossess,  or  by  agent  molest, 
the  claim  by  which  said  Belding  claims,  and  put  it  out  of  the  pow«  of 
said  Belding  to  keep  said  Hawkms  in  peaceable  possession,  said  Hawkins 
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is  to  give  the  whole  poMessions  nanied  within  up  to  said  Belding  or  his 
assigns^  he  or  they  refunding  to  said  Hawkins  the  proportionable  part  of 
said  rent  for  the  time  said  fltawkins  may  lose  by  such  act  of  the  general 
government;  and  the  said  Richard  C.  Hawkins,  his  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  or  assigns,  shall  and  will  on  the  said  first  day  of  January, 
1833,  quietly  and  peaceably  give  said  Belding  or  assigns  possession  of 
said  Hot  springs  valley  and  all  the  improvements  herein  named. 

In  witness  whereof,  each  party  has  set  his  hand  and  seal  to  duplicates 
this  day  and  date  above  written. 

L.  BELDING.  [l.  s.1 

RICHARD  C.  HAWKINI^.     [l.  s.] 


[B.] 

State  of  Arkansas,  county  of  Pulaski: 

Personally  appeared  before  the  undersigned,  an  acting  justice  of  the 
peace  in  and  for  said  county,  [Richard  C.  Hawkins,]  who,  being  sworn, 
says  that  in  the  month  of  May,  1829,  he  visited  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkan- 
sas, (then  Clark  county,)  and  that  Ludovicus  Belding  was  then  residing 
there,  and  held  possession  of  said  springs,  or  a  part  thereof,  under  a  lease 
from  John  Perciful,  and  that  said  Belding  cultivated,  the  same  year,  a 
small  lot  of  ground  as  a  garden,  say  about  one-half  acre.  This  deponent 
further  says  that,  about  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year,  the  said  Belding 
sold  the  lease  and  possession  of  the  springs  for  the  i-emainder  of  the  time, 
which  was  three  years,  to  Mr.  Asa  Thompson,  who  took  possession  of  the 
same  about  the  first  of  the  year  1830,  and  that  the  same  said  Thompson 
continued  the  occupancy  of  the  same  till  about  the  twentieth  of  August  of 
the  same  year,  at  which  time  he  the  said  Thompson  sold  the  lease  to  this 
deoonent,  and  was  to  give  possession  of  the  same  on  the  1st  of  January, 
18§1,  at  which  time  (about  the  2Qth  August,  1830)  the  original  articles  ot 
agreement  between  Percifiil  and  Belding  and  between  Thompson  and 
Belding  were  all  cancelled,  and  that  this  deponent  executed  his  obligation 
to  said  Perciful  for  the  delivery  of  the  possession  of  said  springs  and  all 
the  houses  and  improvements  belonging  thereto,  which  this  deponent  did 
deliver  to  the  said  Perciful  about  the  last  of  October,  1832.  And  further 
this  deponent  saidi  not. 

RICHARD  C.  HAWKINS. 

Sworn  before  me,  and  subscribed  in  my  presence,  this  23d ^, 

A.  D.  1838. 

J.  BROWN,  /.  P. 


[C] 


This  is  to  certify  that,  whereas  I  hold  L.  Belding's  lease  for  the  Hot 
springs,  and  have  sold  aU  my  right  or  pretensions  to  the  said  springs,  or 
buildings,  or  improvements,  or  any  other  privilege  in  said  Hot  spring 
valley,  unto  Richard  C.  Hawkins,  and  that  L.  Belding  having,  by  my 
consent^  given  said  Hawkins  a  lease  for  said  valley^  I  now  declare  said 
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lease  given  me  by  said  Belding  to  be  void  and  of  no  effect^  be  having 
paid  me  for  the  saxne — ^Hot  springs,  20th  August^  1830.  Said  lease  not 
being  in  possession^  I  am  to  give  it  up  to  said  Belding  as  soon  as  I  can 
find  the  same. 

ASA  THOMPSON. 


[D.] 


Know  all  persons  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Nancy  Miller,  do  bargain, 
sell  and  deliver  to  Alexander  G.  Rogers  all  my  right,  title,  and  interest 
of  the  houses  situated  at  the  Warm  springs,  and  built  by  Josiah  Millard, 
deceased,  in  the  year  1828. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  3d  day  of  March,  1829. 

h^ 
NANCY  +  MILLER,  [l.  s.] 
mark* 


State  of  Abkansab,  county  of  Hot  Springs  ss: 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  25th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1842,  before  me, 
the  undersigned,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  within  and  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Samuel  Sorter,  to  me  personally  well  known, 
and  stated  that  the  buildings  mentioned  in  the  within  and  forgoing  instru- 
ment of  writing  were  assigned  by  the  within  named  Alexander  L.  Rogers 
to  the  within  named  Wm.  H.  Moore,  as  therein  mentioned,  and  that  the 
same  were  then  transferred  and  assigned  by  said  Wm.  H.  Moore  to  L. 
Belding,  as  therein  mentioned,  and  1  so  certify. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  as  clerk  aforesaid, 
and  affixed  the  seal  of  such  court,  at  Hot  springs,  this  25th  day  of  May, 
1842. 

LAWSON  RUNYON,  Clerk. 

I  assign  the  within  obligation  to  Wm.  H.  Moore,  this  6th  December, 
1828. 

A.  L.  ROGERS. 
Witness: 

S.  N.  West. 
John  Best. 

I  assign  all  my  right  and  interest  to  the  within  buildings  unto  L.  Beld- 
ing, for  value  received  this  4/A  March,  1830. 

WM.  H.  MOORE. 

Piled  for  record,  January  8, 1842. 

L.  RUNYON, 
Clerk  and  ex  ofido  Recorder. 
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State  of  Arkaitsas^  cotmiy  of  Hot  Spring f  ss: 

I,  Lawson  Runyon,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  ex  officio  recorder  in 
and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  annexed  and  fore^ 
going  instrument  of  writing  was  filed  for  record  in  my  office  on  the  25th 
day  of  May,  A.  D.  1842;  and  the  same  is  now  duly  recorded  in  record  book 
A,  pages  284  and  285. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  as  clerk  aforesaid, 
and  affixed  my  official  seal,  at  Hot  springs,  this  25th  day  of  May,  1842. 

I.AW80N  RUNYON, 
Okrk  and  e^f  officio  Recorder. 


G. 

Hot  Springs, 
Arkansas^  December  23, 1843. 

Dear  Sir:  I  fear  you  may  think  me  somewhat  troublesome  in  regard  to 
pre-emption  claims  to  the  Hot  springs,  as  you  have  before  this  explicitly 
informed  me  that  no  right  or  title  whatever  would  be  recognised  relative 
to  the  land  in  question;  but  as  I  have  ever  held  the  opinion  that  Congress 
would  not  gmnt  rights  and  privileges  at  one  session  and  then  take  them 
away  at  another,  and  as  the  rights  and  privileges  which  I  claim  as 
the  legal  representative  of  others,  by  virtue  of  congressional  legisla* 
tion,  are  to  me  at  least  of  much  interest  and  importance,  I  have  come 
once  more  to  beg  of  you  to  file  in  the  General  Land  Office  the  enclosed 
papers,  being  a  copy  from  the  record  in  the  clerk's  office  in  this 
county  of  the  evidences  of  the  rights  and  privileges  due  to  me  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  the  original  papers  whereof  are  now  on  file  in  the  land 
office  at  Washington,  Arkansas.  With  all  due  deference  to  your  opinion 
on  the  subject,  1  must  still  think  that  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  concerning  New  Madrid  locations  and  pre-emption  claims  of 
1814  south  of  the  Arkansas  river,  fully  embraced  this  claim,  but  I  admit 
that  the  officers  of  government  cannot  properly  admit  of  an  entry  unless  the 
act  reserving  the  Hot  springs,  &c.,naa  been  repealed;  but  I  have  no 
doubt  that  Congress  will  repeal  that  act  when  the  matter  is  fairly  pre- 
sented to  their  consideration,  and  I  am,  therefore,  more  anxious  to  have 
my  evidences  of  claim  filed  in  your  office,  lest,  in  the  absence  of  such  evi- 
dence, claims  of  later  date  might  be  perfected,  much  to  my  prejudice. 
You  will  therefore  much  oblige  me  by  attending  to  this  request. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

LAWSON  RUNYON. 

Thos.  H.  Blakc,  Esq., 

Commiasioner  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Cffice. 


H. 

New  Youk,  My  16, 1844. 
Please  allow  me  to  trouble  you  with  an  inquiry  whether  any  disposttian 
has  been  made  of  the  Hot  springs  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  or  the  lands 
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around  it,  embracing  several  totmships*  The  springe  are  laid  down  on 
the  map  of  the  surveyor  general  in  township  two  south;  and  range  nine« 
teen  west. 

I  am  aware  that  a  New  Madrid  claim  was  once  attempted  to  be  located 
on  it;  and  have  understood  that  the  location  had  been  rejected.  I  have 
also  been  informed  that  pre-emptions  have  been  claimed  under  old  laws 
and  rejected;  but  I  am  not  informed  whether  any  late  claim  has  been  set 
up  or  allowed  under  late  pre-emption  laws;  nor  am  I  informed  whether 
the  State  of  Arkansas  have  made  any  attempt  to  locate  it  under  the  dia- 
tribution  or  other  laws  giving  lands  to  the  States. 

It  is  no  doubt  known  at  the  office  that  a  Spanish  claim  is  set  up  to  tbc) 
springs  and  several  townships  around  it  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Pilhiol, 
formerly  lieutenant-governor,  at  Ouachita,  in  Louisiana.  It  is  alleged  that 
Mr.  Pilhiol  was  in  possession  of  it,  and  rented  out  the  same  a  great  num- 
ber of  years  ago.  Mr.  Filhiol,  the  son,  tells  me  that  under  some  of  ibe 
laws  formerly  enacted  creating  a  board  of  commissioners ^  he  took  testi- 
mony in  relation  to  the  matter,  which  was  forwarded  to  the  departme&t 
over  which  you  preside.  I  am  the  agent  of  Mr.  Filhiol  in  this  matter, 
and  as  such  address  you,  and  ask  such  information  as  may  be  in  your 
power  to  give  upon  all  the  paints  above  suggested.  If  there  is  any  tesfi- 
mony  on  nle,  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  copies  of  it  under  the  late  act,  if  lay 
present  application  shall  be  considered  in  due  form;  if  not^  informatioi 
as  to  the  mode  of  application  is  now  solicited. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  WILSON. 

Hon.  Thomas  H.  Blake, 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 


L 

Senate  Chamber,  FWuary  10, 1845. 
Sir:  Having  given  notice  to  the  Senate  of  my  intention  to  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  grant  the  Hot  Spring  reservation  to  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas, I  will  thank  jrou  to  furnish  me  with  a  statement  of  all  claims  set 
•  up  by  individuals  to  that  land,  or  any  portion  of  it,  and  the  opinion  of 
the  Treasury  Department  thereon,  smd  tne  reasons  of  the  same,  and  all 
matters  on  nie  in  relation  to  the  subject,  and  oblige 
Your  obedient  servant, 

CHESTER  ASHLEY. 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Blake, 

ChmmissiowBr  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


K. 

Hot  Springs,  September  26, 1846. 

Sir:  At  our  last  Congress,  I  see  among  other  acts  an  act  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  all  suspended  pre-emption  claims  in  the  several  States  and  fTeirito- 
ties,  appointing  the  Attorney  General,  Secretary,  and  your  Hcmor  to  decide 
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upon  those  claims.  I  desire  information  whether  the  Hot  springs  on  the 
Washita,  Arkansas,  will  be  decided  upon  or  disposed  of  by  you  under 
the  provisions  of  said  act.  I  cannot  say  whether  that  act  intends  to  em- 
brace all  suspended  pre  emptioij  claims,  or  only  such  as  have  been  entered 
and  the  patents  withheld  for  some  cause  or  other.  At  any  rate,  it  seems 
you  are  authorized  to  offer  for  sale  any  isolated  or  detached  parcel  of  land 
heretofore  unoffered  as  you  may  judge  fit  and  proper.  I  would  therefore 
respectfully  solicit  your  attention  to  the  four  sections  reserved  by  Congress 
in  1832  at  this  place,  which  reserve  seems  to  have  been  made  for  no 
definite  object;  and  I  cannot  imagine  any  way  in  which  this  reserve  can  be 
made  more  useful  to  the  public  than  by  perfecting  titles  tq  individuals,  so 
that  extensive  improvements  and  accommodations  may  be  made  here,  and, 
through  competition  and  otherwise,  be  made  cheap  and  reasonable  to  all 
who  visit  these  springs  for  their  health.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance 
to  a  large  tract  of  country  here  that  something  should  be  done  in  diat 
matter.  Even  in  its  present  unfavorable  condition  it  is  the  only  source 
from  which  we  obtain  any  means  of  sustaining  ourselves  in  a  country 
otherwise  too  poor  for  the  habitation  or  support  of  many.  These  springs 
are  the  means  of  bringing  thousands  of  dollars  into  the  State,  which 
would  be  doubled  and  trebled  by  the  settlement  of  the  title  or  disposition 
of  the  land.  If  by  the  reserve  it  was  intended  to  make  these  springs 
more  available  to  the  public,  that  object  is  and  must  remain  entirely  de- 
feated while  things  remain  in  their  present  condition;  for  the  premises  are 
occupied  by  individuals  who  claim  by  pre  emption,  and  they  exercise  as 
full  and  complete  control  over  them  as  they  could  with  full  tide,  to  the 
exclusion  of  others  who  would  be  willing  to  add  £preater  accommodations, 
at  their  own  risk,  even  as  the  title  now  stands,  it  is  now  more  than  thir- 
teen years  since  I  first  came  to  this  place.  I  was  induced  to  setde  here 
with  a  hope  and  belief  that  there  would  be  some  early  settlement  of  the 
tide;  but  it  still  appears  as  uncertain  as  ever.  I  have  been  at  great  ex- 
pense in  building  and  improving  here;  and  many  times  I  have  proceeded 
at  the  hazard  of  my  Ufe,  as  those  claiming  adversely  to  myself  have 
sometimes  armed  themselves  against  me  with  long  knives  and  shot-guns. 
And  now  I  must  beg  of  you,  if  your  jurisdiction  extends  to  this  matter, 
that  you  exercise  it  speedily  and  effectually;  and  in  so  doing  you  will  do 
a  whole  country  a  great  favor. 

Respectfully,  your  humble  servant,  &c., 

LAWSON  RUNYON. 

To  the  CoBdMIBBIONBR  OF  THE  GbNERAL  LaND  OfFICE, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


h. 

Washington,  D.  C,  M(^/  28, 1850. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  enclosed  argument  in  support  of 
Lydia  Belding's  pre-emption  right  to  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas,  and 
to  ask  that  the  appropriate  action  be  taken  thereon. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.H.  LAWRENCE. 
Hon.  Thomas  Ewino, 

Secretary  of  the  InHriar. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


[TO] 


06 

M. 


Washington,  D.  C,  Afay  28, 1850. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  enclosed  argument  in  snppoit 
of  Mrs.  Lydia  Belding's  pre-emption  claim  to  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkan- 
sas,  and  to  ask  that  the  proper  action  may  be  taken  in  respect  to  said 
claim. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  LAWRENCE. 
J.  BuTTERFiELD,  Esq.,  ^ 

Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Cffice. 


Argument  of  A.  H.  Lawrence^  in  support  of  Mrs,  Lydia  Bekfing*s  prt^ 
emption  right  to  the  Hot  Springs  in  Arkansas. 

The  Attorney  General  having  given  an  opinion  in  favor  of  the  issuing 
of  a  patent  upon  the  location  made  under  a  New  Madrid  certificate  by 
Hammond  and  Rector  on  the  tract  which  includes  the  Hot  springs,  and 
a  caveat  having  been  filed  by  me  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Belding,  against  the 
issuing  of  such  patent  until  her  claim  to  said  tract  could  be  investigated 
and  her  counsel  have  an  opportunity  of  being  heard,  I  have  now  the 
honor  of  submitting  the  following  argument  to  the  consideration  of  the 
department: 

I  understand  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  to  be,  in  substance, 
that  upon  the  circumstances  disclosed  in  the  papers  which  were  submit- 
ted for  his  consideration,  and  the  acts  of  Congress  applicable  thereto,  the 
patent  sought  by  Mr.  Rector  ought  to  issue.    But  his  opinion,  of  course, 
does  not  intimate  that  the  patent  on  the  New  Madrid  claim  ought  to  issue 
under  every  possible  state  of  facts  that  might  arise,  or  under  any  circum- 
stances materially  different  fit)m  those  which  were  brought  to  his  attention. 
Consequently  the  decision  of  the  Attorney  General  cannot  be  understood 
as  excluding  rights  which  were  not  brought  to  his  notice,  nor  as  embracing 
facts  of  which  lie  had  no  knowledge.    The  opinion  of  that  officer,  then,  is 
founded  solely  upon  the  different  acts  of  Congress  in  relation  to  New  Madrid 
claims  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  pre-emption  claims  of  John  Perciful  and 
Mary  Fulsome,  underthe  act  of  April  12, 1814,  on  the  other.  No  other  claims 
were  brought  to  his  notice.    Those  claims,  however,  having  originated  in 
a  settlement  made  before  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  tide,  and  the 
act  of  1 814  having  passed  before  such  extinguishment  by  the  Quapaw 
treaty  of  1818,  were  considered  as  mere  nullities,  and  thrown  out  of  the 
case.  All,  then,  that  the  Attorney  General  decided,  or  could  decide,  upon 
the  fects  before  him,  was  the  question  whether,  under  the  acts  of  Congress 
in  regard  to  New  Madrid  claims,  the  patent  ought  to  issue  to  Mr.  Rector 
for  the  Hot  springs  tract,  taking  it  for  granted  that  there  was  no  other 
claim  to  that  tract  than  those  under  the  act  of  1814,  and  that  it  was  simply 
and  solely  a  question  between  Mr.  Rector  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  United 
States  on  the  other.    This  question,  upon  this  state  of  fects,  the  Attornejr 
General  has  decided  in  fkvor  of  Mr.  ^l^tor. 

We  now  beg  leave  to  assert  another  claim — that  of  Lydia  Belding; 
Under  the  acts  of  May  29, 1830,  and  July  14,  1832.  And  not  only  dd  we 
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not  feel  embarrassed  by  the  opinion  above  referred  to ,  but  we  are  sure  that 
the  learned  officer  who  gave  it  will  feel  no  embarrassment  from  it  in  now 
according  that  preference  to  another  which  he  would  unquestionably  have 
accorded  in  the  first  instance,  had  the  present  claim  then  been  brought  to 
his  knowledge. 

The  act  of  May  29,  1830,  gave  to  every  settler  or  occupant  of  the  public 
lands  who  was  then  in  possession,  and  cultivated  any  part  thereof  in  the 
year  1829,  the  right  to  enter  the  quartier-section  settled  on. 

At  the  time  when  this  act  was  passed,  the  body  of  lands  in  which  the 
Hot  springs  are  situated  was  a  part  of  the  public  domain,  the  Indian  title 
having  been  long  before  extinguished  by  the  Q^uapaw  treaty  of  1818;  it 
was  consequently  subject  to  the  operation  of  the  act  of  May  29, 1830, 

The  township  not  having  been  surveyed  within  the  time  to  which  the 
operation  of  the  act  of  May  29,  1830,  was  limited,  no  entry  by  virtue  of  a 
pre-emption  right  could  be  made  therein  before  the  expiration  of  that  act. 

To  meet  cases  of  this  kind,  however,  the  act  of  July  14, 1832,  wa3 
passed.  That  act  provided,  *^That  all  the  occupants  and  settlers  upon 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  who  are  entitled  to  a  pre-emption, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  the  29th  day  of 
May,  1830,  and  who  have  not  been,  or  shall  not  be,  entitled  to  make  proof 
and  enter  the  same  within  the  time  limited  in  said  act,  in  consequence  of 
the  public  surveys  not  having  been  made  and  returned,  &c^  shall  be  per* 
tnitted  to  enter  the  said  lands  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  in  every 
respect,  as  are  prescribed  in  said  act,  within  one  year  after  the  surveys  are 
made,"  &c. 

^  The  plat  of  township  two  sonth,  range  nineteen  west,  of  the  fifth  prin- 
cipal meridian,  (which  is  the  township  in  which  the  Hot  springs  are  situ- 
ated) was  certified  on  the  30th  of  April,  183S,  and  the  certificate  on  said 
plat  shows  that  the  southern  boundary  line  and  the  subdivisions  were  not 
surveyed  till  the  first  quarter  of  1838.  Of  course  the  plat  was  not  returned 
to  the  land  office  until  ctfter  the  survey  was  completed,  and  after  the  plat 
was  certified. 

Mrs.  Beldrng's  pruof  was  filed  (as  appears  by  the  endorsement  of  the 
register  and  receiver  on  the  back  thereof)  on  the  10th  of  March,  1839, 
within  one  year  from  the  completion  of  the  survey,  within  one  year  from 
the  date  when  the  plat  was  certified,  and  of  course  within  one  year  from 
the  time  when  the  township  plat  was  returned  to  the  land  office. 

Mrs.  Belding's  case,  then,  is  precisely  within  the  act  of  July  14, 1833',. 
unless  one  of  three  contingencies  shall  deprive  her  of  its  benefits,  to  wit: 
either,  I  st,  that  her  proof  does  not  show  that  she  was  a  settler  or  occupant 
withiiUhe  act  of  the  29th  of  May,  1830;  or,  2d,  that  the  third  section  of 
the  act  of  April  20,  1832,  withdrew  the  Hot  springs  frem  the  operation  of 
the  act  of  July  14,  1832;  or,  3d,  that  Mr.  Rector's  location  in  1819  under 
the  New  Madrid  certificate  gave  to  him  a  superior  and  prior  right  to  hers. 
On  each  of  these  points  I  shall  respectfully  submit  some  observations: 

1 .  As  to  Mrs.  Belding's  proof  of  settlement  and  occupancy  in  1829  and 
1830. 

Ex.— 7 
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The  affidavit  of  Mrs.  Belding  is  as  follows; 

State  of  Arkansas,  county  of  Hot  Springs, — UNrrEp  States  ov 

America. 

Pre-em^ion  riff  hi. — ^Lydia  Belding;  in  tight  of  her  husband,  lAidovicns 
Belding;  aeceased. 

March  7, 1839, 
Personally  appeared  be&re  me,  A.  N.  Sabine,  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
Lydia  Belding;  and  being  first  sworn  for  this  purpose,  deposeth  and  saith: 
That  she  and  her  husband  were  living  at  the  Hot  springs  in  February,!. 
D.  1828,  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  thirty-three,  township  tvo 
south,  range  nineteen  west,  or  rather  on  the  west  half  of  section  tluitf- 
three,  as  it  is  presumed  that  a  legal  subdivision  of  the  said  section  thir^* 
three  will  leave  the  dwelling-house  on  the  southwest  quarter ^of  the  said 
section  thirty-three,  and  the  cultivated  ground  t>n  the  northwest  quaiter 
of  the  said  section  thirty-three.  And  further  this  deponent  saith,  that 
living  on  the  west  half  of  said  section  thirty-three  in  February,  A.  D. 

1828,  she  and  her  said  husband  continued  to  live  at  the  same  place 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  year  1829;  and  that  she  and  her  said  husband 
had  ground  enclosed  with  a  fence,  wherein  they  ploughed,  and  cultivaifid 
corn,  potatoes,  peas,  beans,  &c.,  in  the  year  1829.  And  further  this  dc- 
ponent  saith,  that  although  her  said  husband  leased  many  privileges  in  the 
Hot  Spring  valley  to  Asa  Thompson  in  February,  A.  D.  1830,  yet,  still 
flhe  aud  her  said  husband  reserved  two  houses  for  their  own  use,  which 
two  said  houses  she  and  her  said  husband  had  in  their  possession  tlirough- 
out  all  the  month  of  May,  A.  D.  1830,  and  until  August,  1830,  and  one 
of  the  said  houses  she  and  her  said  husband  continued  to  keep  possession 
of  throughout  all  the  year  1831,  and  so  on  until  it  rotted  away. 

And  further  this  deponent  sayeth  not. 

LYDIA  BELDING. 
Certified  and  authenticated  in  proper  ferm. 

This  affidavit  is  corroborated  by  the  depositions  of  Samuel  Sorter,  Wil- 
liam Davis,  and  Jonathan  Bassett,  taken  at  the  same  time  and  place,  and 
before  the  same  officer;  to  which  is  appended  a  certificate  of  the  Justice  of 
the  peace  that  the  witnesses  are  "of  the  first  respectability  in  our  land,  and 
their  testimony  in  this  case  is  entitled  to  full  credit,"  as  well  as  a  certifi- 
cate of  Lawson  Runyon,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  {himself  an  adverse 
ciaimanC  of  the  said  tract y)  and  two  other  persons. 

There  is  also  an  affidavit  of  Mr.  Runyon  that  he  was  commissioned  to 
present  the  foregoing  proof  to  the  land  office,  and  that  be  did  so,  and  at 
th^  same  time  tendered  the  purchase  money. 
On  the  back  is  the  following  endorsement: 

"Filed  10th  March,  1839. 

"GEO.  CONWAY, 

'' liegisier.'' 

Here,  then,  is  full  and  conclusive  proof  of  settlement  and  cultivati6n  in 

1829,  and  of  possession  on  the  29th  May,  1830. 

But  an  attempt  is  made  to  invalidate  this  proof  by  two  adverse  depD- 
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sidons  of  Richard  C.  Hawkins  and  Charles  Rapley.  As,  however,  Mr. 
Rajdey's  deposition  is  entirely  irrelevant)  I  shall  take  no  further  notice  of 
that. 

Richard  C.  Hawkins  states,  in  substance,  that  Ijudovicus  Belding  re- 
sided at  the  Hot  springs^  under  a  lease  from  John  Percifial,  which  latter 
person  resided  on  his  farm,  some  six  miles  from  the  springs  on  the  Oua- 
chita; that  Belding  leased  the  premises  to  one  Asa  Thompson  in  the  eariy 
part  of  the  year  1830 y  and  he  thinks  as  early  as  tha  month  of  February, 
and  is  certain  it  was  before  May;  that  Belding  did  not  retcdn  any  house  or 
houses  after  his  lease  to  Thompson,  but  that  his  mother-in  law  claimed 
one  small  cabin;  that  no  member  of  his  fiimily  claimed  any  other  tene* 
ment.  Re  also  states  that  he,  Thompson,  Belding,  and  Perciful  all  met 
about  the  20th  August,  1830,  and  the  original  lease  of  Mr.  Belding  was 
cancelled,  and  that  he,  Hawkins,  took  a  new  lease  from  Perciful. 

Now  give  to  this  testimony  its  greatest  possible  effect,  and  it  merely 
constitutes  a  case  of  conflicting  evidence,  to  be  weighed  and  determined 
by  the  register  and  receiver. 

There  is  certainly  much  to  impeach  Mr.  Hawkins's  recaUeeiitm  of  the 
circumstances,  and  particularly  the  fact  that  although  he  alleges  that  at 
the  meeting  on  the  20th  August,  1830,  all  the  prior  leases  were  cancel* 
led,  and  he  (Hawkins)  took  a  new  lease  from  Perciful,  yet  there-is  among 
the  papers  in  the  case  a  lease,  not  from  Perciful,  but  from  Ludovicus  Bel- 
ding, to  this  very  Richard  C.  Hawkins,  bearing  date  the  20th  Augusty 
1830,  which  shows  that  Mr  Hawkins  then  regarded  Belding  as  in  posses- 
sion, though  his  views  were  different  in  1843. 

This,  tlien,  is  a  case  of  conflict  in  testimony,  which  cannot  be  decided 
here,  but  must  be  decided  by  the  register  and  receiver,  to  whose  satisfac- 
tion alone  Mrs.  Belding  is  to  prove  the  settlement  and  possession  of  her 
husband.  It  is,  I  say,  at  the  worst  a  mere  conflict  in  testimony  with  the 
affidavit  of  the  claimant,  and  the  depositions  of  three  witnesses  positively 
proving  the  facts  requisite  under  the  law,  on  the  one  hand,  and  Mr.  Haw- 
kins's deposition  on  the  other,  whose  testimony  is  certainly,  in  one  par- 
ticular, in  conflict  with  a  document,  on  file  with  the  papers,  to  which  he 
was  a  party.  There  iS/  another  particular  in  which  some  of  the  papers 
filed  show  that  Mr.  Hawkins  is  not  precisely  accurate  in  his  statement. 
In  his  afitdavit,  made  in  April,  1843,  He  states  that  Belding  lived  at  the 
Hot  springs  by  virtue  of  a  lease  from  John  Perciful.  There  are  papers 
showing  that  Belding  had  bought  out  the  claim  of  one  Millard,  who  was 
a  settler,  and  consequently  resided  there  by  a  right  independent  of  Per- 
ciful. 

Being,  then,  but  a  conflict  of  testimony  which  cannot  be  settled  here,  I 
respectfully  submit  that  the  case  should  be  sent  back  to  the  land  oflicers 
at  Little  Rook,  to  determine  the  &ct  of  Belding's  cultivation  and  posses- 
sion. 

But,  give  to  Hawkins's  deposition  all  the  effect  it  is  susceptible  of, 
and  it  dues  not  injure  Mrs.  Belding's  claim,  under  the  ^ct  of  29th  May, 
1830,  for  another  reason. 

Suppose  Belding  did  settle  at  the  Hot  springs  under  a  so-called  lease 
from  John  Perciful.  If  Perciful  himself  had  no  right  to  the  premises,  the 
lease  was  a  mere  nullity.  If  a  man  settle  on  the  public  land  by.  my  per* 
xniseion,^  he  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  settler  because  of  my  permis- 
sion.   That  permission  gives  him  notiung,  for  I  have  nothing  in  the  sub* 
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ject-matter  to  give.  Nor  does  it  take  from  hini  any  thing  which  his  actvrf 
occupancy  gives.  Jf,  then,  Perciiurs  clainr);  under  the  act  of  1814,  ^ave 
him  no  right,  because  the  land  was  not  subject  to  the  act  of  1814,  it  is  rf 
no  sort  of  consequence,  as  between  the  United  States  and  Belaing^ 
whether  Belding  settled  there  with  his  permission  or  not. 

Nor  is  it  of  any  consequence  whether  Belding  leased  his  improvanents 
before  the  29th  of  May,  1830,  or  after,  nor  Whether  he  leased  all  his  im* 
provements,  or  only  a  part. 

The  act  of  1830  requires  cultivation  in  1829,  and  possesaian  on  the  29th 
May,  1830.  NoW,  that  Belding  cuhivated  in  1829  is  admitted.  If  irfUr 
that  he  leased  for  the  whole  of  the  year  1830,  and  for  any  limited  number 
of  years  after  that  year,  the  possession  of  the  tenant  is  his  possession.  Mr. 
Attorney  General  Berrien  has,  in  so  niany  words,  laid  it  down  in  reference 
to  this  very  act,  in  his  opinion  of  August  23,  1830.  (2  Land  Laws,&c., 
p.  61.) 

The  distinction,  in  this  respect,  between  a  lease  from  Perciful  to  Bel- 
ding, and  a  lease  from  Belding  to  Thompson,  is  obvious.  In  the  fonner 
case,  the  settler  had  acquired  no  incipient  right  by  his  settlement,  because 
the  land  was  not  sub^ject  to  the  operation  of  the  law,  and  of  course  he  had 
nothing  to  lease.  In  the  latter  case,  the  settler  had  acquired  an  incipient 
right  by  his  cultivation  in  1829,  when  the  land  was  subject  to  pre-emption, 
and  all  that  was  further  required  was  possession  in  1^30.  That  posses- 
sion he  did  not  lose  by  renting  his  improvements.  It  is  confidently  sub- 
mitted, tdhen,  that  the  proof  of  Mrs.  Beiding's  right  of  pre-emption  is  free 
from  any  important  objection. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  Mrs,  Beiding's  claim  was  not  officially  rejected 
or  admitted  by  the  register  and  receiver.  The  fact  is,  that  the  proof  was 
satisfactory  of  cultivation  and  possession  according  to  the  act  of  1830; 
but  the  laud  officers  supposed  that  the  act  of  20ih  April,  1832,  withdrew 
the  Hot  springs  from  the  operation  of  the  act  of  14th  July  following. 
The  proper  course,  then,  as  has  already  been  suggested,  is  to  send  back 
the  case  for  the  adjudication  of  the  register  and  receiver. 

2.  Did  the  act  of  20th  April,  1832,  withdraw  the  Hot  springs  from  the 
operation  of  the  act  of  14th  July,  1832?  The  third  section  of  that  act  is 
as  follows: 

''That  the  Hot  springs  in  said  Territory,  together  with  four  sections  of 
land  including  said  springs,  as  near  the  centre  thereof  as  may  be^  shall 
be  reserved  for  the  future  disposal  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  not  be 
entered,  located,  or  appropriated  for  any  other  purpose  whatever." 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  above-quoted  section  does  no  more  than 
reserve  the  Hot  springs  and  contiguous  land  for  the  future  disposal  of  the 
United  States.  It  does  not  reserve  this  land  for  any  particular  use  of  the 
United  States,  as  is  the  case  with  salt  springs,'mihtary  sites,  dock-yards, 
&c.,  but  simply  withholds  it  from  entry,  location,  or  appropriation,  until 
the  United  States  should  dispose  of  it.  If,  then,  the  act  of  14th  July, 
1832,  did  dispose  of  this  land,  the  reservation  in  the  above-quoted  section 
had  accomplished  its  office,  and  ceased  from  any  future  operation. 

I  maintain  that  the  actof  14th  July,  1832,  was  just  as  much  a  disposal 
of  the  Hot  springs  if  there  was  a  pre-emption  right  to  them  under  the  acf 
of  1830,  which  had  not  been  consummated  by  an  entry  for  want  of  the 
township  plat,  as  if  the  Hot  springs  had  been  specifically  mentiODed. 
Otherwise  we  must  incorporate  an  exception  into  that  law,  which  i» 
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timxa  do  not  either  demand  or  imply.  To  say  that  a  law  which  gives  a 
right  to  a  certain  class  of  persons^  without  any  discrimination  or  excep- 
tion, does  not  apply  to  one,  two,  or  three  particular  persons  of  that  class, 
is  to  interpolate  m  the  law  an  exception  of  the  one,  two,  or  three  indi- 
viduals. 

The  intention  of  Oongress  is  to  be  ascertained  from  the  words  of 
the  law  and  the  subject-matter.  Every  law  will  be  construed  (though 
fteneral  in  its  terms)  with  reference  to  the  subject-matter  with  which  it 
deals.  Now  the  act  of  14th  July,  1832,  deals  with  persons.  It  gives  to 
a  certain  description  of  persons  the  privilege  of  completing  certain  rights, 
which  without  that  law  would  be  incomplete  or  entirely  void. 

It  gives  to  all  occupants  and  setders  on  the  public  lands  who  were  en- 
titled to  pre-emption  under  the  act  of  1830,  but  who  for  want  of  the  town- 
ship plats  did  not  make  their  proof  and  complete  their  entry,  the  right  to 
enter  ^^  the  said  lands'*^  on  the  same  terms  as  under  the  act  of  1830,  within 
one  year  after  the  return  of  the  township  plat. 

Now  it  will  be  observed  that  the  object  of  this  law  is  single  and  per- 
fectly apparent  Its  object  is  to  renew  to  a  certain  class  of  persotis  a 
privilege  of  which  they  were  not  able  to  avail  themselves  during  the 
operation  of  a  former  law,  though  they  had  done  everything  on  their  part 
required  by  that  law.  There  can  be  no  room  for  doubt  or  construction  as 
to  how  &r,  and  as  to  what,  this  law  extends.  AU  occupants,  without 
exception  or  reservation,  who  came  within  the  terms  of  that  law,  were  to 
&ave  the  right  to  enter  the  very  lands  to  which  their  right  under  the  act 
of  1830  would  have  attached.  It  is  not  like  the  case  of  United  States  vs. 
Gear,  in  3  Howard,  where  the  main  object  of  the  law  was  to  establish 
new  land  offices,  and  to  define  the  powers  of  the  land  officers,  and  where 
tiie  question  was,  whether  certain  general  powers  of  sale  repealed  jbrmer 
laws  reserving  the  lead  mines,  and  that,  too,  in  one  particular  land  district 
only,  and  without  any  perceivable  reason  why  the  lead  mines  should  not 
continue  reserved  in  that  district  as  well  as  in  others.  The  court  held 
that  Congress  could  not  be  supposed  to  intend  a  repeal  of  the  laws  re- 
•erving  lead  mines,  inasmuch  as  the  main  object  of  the  law  was  only  to 
create,  in  the  usual  mode,  n^w  land  offices;  and  as  the  words  supposed  to 
amount  to  a  repeal  of  the  reservation  of  the  lead  mines  were  only  gen- 
eral terms,  manifesting  no  particular  reference  to  the  lead  mines;  and  as 
such  repeal  would  be  an  exception  to  the  long  and  uniform  policy  of  the 
country  in  regard  to  lead  mines,  made  in  one  particular  district,  without 
any  particular  reason  for  the  exception.  And  yet  in  that  case  there  are 
three  dissenting  opinions.  Nor  is  it  like  the  case  of  Wilcox  vs.  Jackson,  ^ 
in  13  Peters,  where  the  court  held  that  a  law  giving  a  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion did  not  operate  on  land  which  was  reserved,  not  for  the  future  diS' 
posal  of  the  United  States,  but  for  the  actual  use  of  the  United  States, 
and  which  in  &ct  was  at  the  time  in  the  actual  use  of  the  United  States, 
as  it  had  been  for  thirty  years  before,  for  a  fort,  light-house,  hospital,  dz.c,, 
there  being  nothing  in  the  general  law  to  show  that  Congress  had  any 
intention  to  give  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  such  reserved  land.  In  both 
of  those  cases  the  main  object  of  the  law  had  no  relation  to  the  particular 
aubiecfs  attempted  to  be  brought  within  it,  and  the  only^  inquiry  was,  did 
or  did  not  Oongress  so  intend?  fiut  in  the  act  of  14th  of  July,  1832, 
there  is  no  room  for  construction  or  doubt.  The  object  of  the  law  is  sin- 
gle.   The  provisions  of  the  law  are  general.    The  object  of  the  law  was 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


[70  J  108 

to  give  to  a  oertain  class  of  persotis  apriTilege.  It  does  give  to  that  dastf 
of  persons,  wUAout  cxcq>tion^  that  privilege.  Can  there  be  any  construc- 
tion here? 

-  Now  I  suppose  that  the  proposition  will  not  be  denied  by  any  one,  thai 
whenever  a  statute  gives  a  privilege  to  all  of  a  specified  class  of  individ- 
nals,  it  gives  to  each  and  every  individual  who  brings  himself  within  thai 
class,  just  as  effectually  as  if  all  had  been  personally  named  in  the  statute. 
If  this  be  so,  then;  if  the  act  of  14th  of  July,  1832,  gave  to  atf  persons 
who  had  a  pre-emption  right  to  land  under  the  act  of  1830,  not  consimir 
mated  for  want  of  the  township  plats,  the  right  to  enter  sneh  land,  and 
Ludovicns  Belding  had  a  pre-emption  right  to  the  Hot  springs  under  the 
act  of  1830,  not  consummated  for  want  of  the  township  plat,  why^  the  act 
of  the  14th  of  July,  1832,  gave  him  the  right  to  enter  the  Hot  springs, 
just  as  fully  as  if  such  right  had  been  granted  to  Ludovieus  Belding,  hf 
namcy  in  the  said  act.  Now,  suppose  that  in  the  aforesaid  act  the  right 
had  been  granted  to  Ludovieus  Belding  to  enter  the  tract  to  which  he 
had  a  pre-emption  right  under  the  act  of  1830;  would  there  be  any  doubt 
that  such  a  provision  would  have  been  a  duposai  of  the  Hot  springs,  and 
would  consequently  have  put  an  end  to  the  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1838? 
If  so,  then  the  act  of  the  14th  of  July,  1832,  disposes  of  the  Hot  springs. 

The  Attorney  General,  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  a  patent  oughl 
to  issue  to  Mr.  Rector  on  the  New  Madrid  entry,  must  have  considered 
the  act  of  March  1, 1843,  as  repeaHng  the  reservation  of  the  Hot  springs. 
Yet  that  act  was  genered  in  its  terms,  and  made  no  specific  mention  of 
the  Hot  springs.  It  only  purported  to  remedy  certain  defects  in  previous 
locations  under  New  Madrid  certificates.  If  the  terms  of  that  law  could 
be  considered  as  a  repeal  of  the  reservation  in  question,  how  much  stronger 
are  the  reasons  for  supposing  the  act  of  the  14th  of  July,  1832,  a  repeal 
of  that  reservation. 

With  these  remarks,  I  leave  the  last  mentioned  act,  and  proceed  to 
inquire — 

3d.  Whether,  taking  it  for  granted  that  Mrs.  Belding's  right  of  pre- 
emption is  otherwise  perfect,  the  location  by  Mr.  Rector  of  the  Hoi  springe 
in  1819,  under  a  New  Madrid  certificate,  g^ve  to  him  a  prior  and  supe- 
rior right. 

The  act  of  the  17th  of  February,  1816,  gave  to  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Madrid  county,  whose  lands  had  been  injured  by  earthquakes,  the  right 
^/  to  locate  the  like  quantity  of  land  on  any  of  thepvJUte  lands  of  the  saiid 
Territory  the  sale  of  which  is  au/horized  by  law.** 

1  maintain  that  in  order  to  constitute  a  valid  location  under  this  law,  it 
is  requisite  that  the  land  located  should  have  been  public  land  at  the  date 
of  the  law,  and  that  the  sale  of  said  land  should  have  been  authorized  on 
the  17th  of  Pebaiary,  1815. 

The  phraseology  of  the  act  certainly  sustains  this  position.  It  clearly 
is  not  demanded  by  any  just  construction  that  a  permission  to  locate  land, 
the  sale  of  which  ^'ts"  authorized  by  law,  should  be  understood  to  des> 
ignate  land  the  sale  of  which  might  he  hereafter  authorized  by  law,  un- 
less there  be  something  in  the  purpose  and  policy  of  the  law  to  requiie 
such  an  enlarged  interpretation.  Now  the  purpose  of  the  New  Madrid 
act  is  not  such  as  to  require  such  an  interpretation.  That  act  was  found- 
ed in  a  spirit  of  praiseworthy  liberality  on  the  part  of  Congress  towards 
those  whose  lands  had  been  rendered  worthless  by  the  act  of  God.    Its 
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whole  purpose  was  to  put  them  in  possession  of  lands  equivalent  to  those 
which  had  been  destroyed.  It  was  an  act  simply  of  munificence,  for 
the  full  and  liberal  accomplishment  of  which  there  was  an  ample  field 
in  the  lands  then  authorized  to  be  sold  in  that  rich  and  extensive  Ter* 
ritory.  Why  should  we,  then,  extend  the  charity  of  the  government, 
(liberal  on  the  strictest  construction)  oeyond  the  terms  in  which  it  was 
offered?  I  can  perceive  nothing  that  demands  it;  on  the  contrary,  I  can 
see  sound  reasons,  founded  in  proper  prudence,  to  restrain  Congress  frbia 
giving  an  unlimited  privilege  over  whatever  might  become  public  land,  or 
over  every  ix>rtion  of  the  then  public  land  which  might  be  afterwards  au'- 
thorized  to  be  sold.  New  and  valuable  lands  might  be  acquired.  Lead 
mines,  salt  springs,  military  sites,  with  all  their  improvements,  might 
thereafter  be  authorized  to  be  sold.  And  the  New  Madrid  sufferer,  or 
more  probably  the  eagled-eyed  speculator  who  had  succeeded  to  his  rights^ 
might  pounce  upon  any  of  those  before  a  sale  could  be  accomplished.  I 
think,  then,  that  Congress  did  not  blindly  intend  to  subject  all  the  fbture 
acquisitions  of  the  United  States,  or  all  the  lands  the  sale  of  which  might 
thereafter  be  proposed  within  that  Tenitory,  to  the  holders  of  New  Mad- 
rid certificates;  but  that  they  intended  to  act  upon  the  field  which  was 
then  before  them,  wherein  they  could  give  privileges,  hicwing  what  they 
gave;  and,  in  thinking  thus,  we  exalt  their  intelligence,  whilst  we  do 
not  impugn  their  liberality.  And  such  was  the  opinion  of  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Wirt.    See  2  vol.  Land  Laws,  Ins.,&c.,  pp.  10, 13.   * 

If  this  be  so,  then  the  tract  in  controversy  being  at  the  date  of  the  New 
Madrid  act  subject  to  Indian  occupancy,  could  not,  after  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  Indian  title,  be  located  under  a  New  Madrid  certificate. 

But  suppose  I  am  wrong  in  this;  still  the  location  of  the  Hot  springs 
on  the  27th  January,  1819,  was  void  ^ithat  time  for  other  reasons.  It  waa 
void,  becaufife  it  did  not  correspond  with  the  subdivisional  lines,  and  es- 
pecially because  the  land  was  not  then  authorized  to  be  sold. 

To  suppose  that  Congress  intended  to  carry  their  liberality  to  these  suf- 
ferers so  far  as  to  permit  them  to  make  their  location  not  only  any  where 
they  might  choose,  but  in  any  shape  they  should  think  proper,  and  thereby 
to  break  in  upon  our  admirable  system  of  surveys,  and  to  spoil  four  sub* 
divisions  in  order  to  obtain  one,  is  to  impute  to  Congress  such  an  excess- 
of  liberality  as  would  amount  to  folly;  especially  when  we  remember  that 
in  granting  pre-emption  privileges  (where  there  is  something  like  service  to 
the  country  in  the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  wilderness)  they  have 
been  always  and  most  guardedly  careful-  to  preserve  the  lines  of  the  sur- 
veys. In  the  very  case  we  are  considering  there  are  four  fractions  made 
by  the  location  of  Mr.  Rector.  Surely  this  was  not  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress. 

But  the  principal  objection  to  this  location  is,  that  on  the  27th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1819,  the  land  in  controversy  was  not  authorized  to  be  sold. 

by  the  constitution  Congress  has  power  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands 
and  make  all  need  hi  1  regulations  therefor. 

In  the  exercise  of  this  power,  I  aflirm  that  Congress  never  has  in  any* 
general  law  authorized  any  of  the  public  lands  to  be  sold  until  after  dis- 
trict land  oflJces  have  been  established,  surveyors  appointed,  «/rt?^y5  actu-^ 
ally  made  y  and  the  township  plats  returned.  Nay  more;  that  land  is  not; 
authorized  to  be  sold  until  after  proclamation  shall  have  been  made  by  the 
President,  (except  in  cases  of  pre-emption,)  nor  to  be  sold  by  private  entry 
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until  it  has  actaally  been  offered  at  public  sale.  From  fiist  to  last  the  ani- 
form  regulation  by  Congress  has  been  to  cause  the  surveys  to  be  made 
firsts  and  after  the  surveys  are  made^  to  authorize  their  sale  under  the 
above  mentioned  rules.  The  very  first  act,  of  20th  May,  1785,  authorized 
the  appointment  of  surveyors,  prescribed  their  duties,  directed  them  to 
divide  the  western  territory  into  townships,  &c.,  and  as  soon  as  seven 
ranges  of  townships  s/undd  /taue  been  surveyedy  directs  the  surveyors  to 
return  the  plats  thereof,  and  after  such  selections  should  be  made  as  av^ 
therein  directed,  empowers  the  board  of  treasury,  first  giving  notice  by 
advertisement,  to  seU  the  same.  So  it  is  in  the  act  of  May  18,  1T96,  the 
provisions  of  which  are  incorporated  into  most  of  the  subsequent  laws  (at 
the  disposal  of  the  public  lands.  And  so  it  is  with  all  the  laws  author- 
izing the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  Even  the  right  of  pre-emption  can- 
not be  made  available  until  the  surveys  are  made  and  returned,  so  that 
if  such  surveys  are  not  made  and  returned  before  the  expiration  of  the  lav 
which  gives  the  right  of  pre-emption,  it  is  gone  entirely.     But  I  would 

farticularly  ask  attention  to  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  February  17, 
818— the  very  act  which  created  the  Little  Rock  land  district,  in  which 
the  Quapaw  lands  lie.    That  section  is  as  follows: 

^^That  whenever  a  land  office  shall  have  been  established  in  any  of  the 
districts  aforesaid,  and  a  register  and  receiver  appointed  for  the  same,,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  direct 
so  much  of  the  public  land  lying  in  such  district  as  shall  have  been  sur- 
veyed according  to  law,  to  be  offered  for  sale,"  &c.  Could  any  language 
more  expUcitly  declare  that  no  lands  within  that  district  were  authorized 
to  be  sold  until  after  they  should  have  been  surveyed?  And  especially 
lands  such  as  the  Quapaw  lands  within  this  district,  the  Indian  title  to 
which  was  not  then  extinguished? 

Now,  if  I  am  right  in  supposing  that  no  land  belonging  to  the  United 
States  is  ^^ authorized  to  be  sML^^  until  after  such  land  shsWhave  been  sur- 
veyed, (and  such  are  the  very  words  of  the  only  law  which  authorizes  the 
sale  of  lands  in  the  Little  Rock  district,)  why,  then  the  conclusion  is  as 
inevitable  as  either  logic  or  law  can  make  it,  that  a  location  which ,  to  be 
valid,  must  have  been  made  on  lauds  the  sale  of  which  is  aMtharizedy  was 
good  for  nothing  when  made  on  lands  not  actually  surveyed,  because  the 
sale  of  «t/cA  lands  was  not  authorized.  This  land  was  not  surveyed  until 
1838,  before  which  time  Mrs.  Belding's  right  had  fully  accrued  under  the 
acts  of  1830  and  1832. 

I  flatter  myself,  therefore,  that  I  have  shown  several  independent  ob- 
jections to  the  location  of  the  New  Madrid  certificate  on  the  Hot  springs 
m  1819,  either  of  which  would  have  been  fatal.  It  only  remains  to  in- 
quire whether  these  objections  have  been  removed,  before  the  vesting  of 
Mrs.  Belding's  pre-emption  rights  by  the  subsequent  legislation  of  Gon- 


The  act  of  26th  April,  1822,  removes  one  objection,  viz:  the  want  of 
conformity  to  the  subdivisional  Unes.  And  yet,  lest  this  act  should  be 
understood  as  declaring  the  intention  of  Congress  that  the  subdivisional 
lines  were  not  to  be  regarded,  or  that  the  construction  which  had  be^ 
put  upon  the  New  Madrid  act  was  not  the  true  one,  Congress  cautiously 
inserts  a  second  section,  declaring  that  thereafter  locations  should  cooJbrm 
to  the  lines  of  the  surveys. 
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The  act  of  2d  March;  1^7^  has  reference  only  to  location,  founded 
on  claims  for  loss  of  lots  and  out4ots. 

The  act  of  2d  March,  1831,  gives  to  the  holder  of  a  New  Madrid  cer- 
tificate the  right  to  relocate  on  lands  subject  to  private  entry  when  the 
lands  first  located  have  been  adjudged  to  another  by  right  of  pre-emption. 

Up  to  this  date,  then,  but  one  of  the  defects  in  this  location  had  been 
cured.  There  still  remained  the  objections  that  the  Ipdian  title  was  not 
eod^inguished  at  the  date  of  the  New  Madrid  act,  and  that  (he  lands  were 
not  authorized  to  be  sold  at  the  date  of  the  location.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  act  of  29th  May,  1830,  had  been  passed.  The  right  of  Ludovicus 
Belding  had  accnied.  And  had  the  township  plat  been  made  and  re- 
turned before  the  expiration  of  that  act,  his  entry  would  doubtless  have 
been  completed  under  it.  Such  not  being  the  case,  however,  his  right  to 
enter  expired  with  the  Idw.  Then  came  the  act  of  14th  July,  1 832,  (which 
I  have  already  shown  did  away  the  reservation  in  the  act  of  20th  April, 
1832,)  which  gave  to  Belding  a  new  right  of  entry.  The  fatal  defects  in 
the  location  of  the  New  Madrid  certificate  still  remained.  Up  to  this  time 
the  New  Madrid  location  was  a  mere  nullity.  And  I  have  only  to  refer 
to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  within  the  last  week,  in  the  case  of 
Lytle  vs.  State  of  Arkansas  et.  al. ,  to  show  that  the  act  of  14th  July,  1832, 
gave  a  complete  right  of  entry  within  the  time  prescribed  therein  which 
no  subsequent  act  of  Congress  could  divest.  Within  the  time  prescribed, 
Mrs.  Belding  had  filed  her  proof  and  tendered  the  purchase  money.  The 
case  above  referred  to  decides  that  this  is  as  effectual  as  an  actual  entry. 
It  is  unnecessary,  therefore,  to  make  any  remarks  upon  the  law  of  1st 
March,  1843,  which  removes  the  objection  of  the  non-extinguishment  of 
the  Indian  title  at  the  date  of  the  New  Madrid  law,  because  Mrs.  Belding'e 
right  had  vested  before  that  act  was  passed,  and  it  is  precisely  analogous 
to  the  case  of  Lytle  vs,  Arkansas. 

This  argument  has  extended  to  such  a  length,  that  I  have  only  space 
to  notice  an  expression  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  their  opinion  in  the  case 
of  Stoddard  vs.  Chambers,  2  How.  284.  The  learned  judge  who  de- 
livered that  opinion  says,  in  substance,  that  if  the  entry  in  that  case  had 
been  made  or  the  patent  had  issued  after  the  reservation  had  ceased, 
and  b^ore  it  Vas  revived,  the  title  of  the  party  could  not  be  contested. 
Now  it  is  to  be  observed  that  this  was  not  a  point  calling  for  decision  in  that 
case.  It  was  purely  an  obitBr  diclum.  '  It  is  not  a  decision  by  the  court,  but 
merely  an  illustration  by  the  judge.  And  what,  more  than  any  thing  else, 
proves  that  this  was  entirely  an  obiter  dictum  is  the  fact  that  q/  the  very 
jperiod  when  the  learned  judge  speaks  of  an  entry  being  made,  or  a  patent 
issued,  under  the  New  Madrid  act,  the  act  itself  was  not  in  force;  it  had  long 
before  expired. 

The  case  deddtSy  however,  that  the  location  was  utterly  void.  This  is 
enough  for  us.  But  the  present  case  is  not  within  even  die  dictum  of  the 
judge,  which  supposes  that  although  the  location  was  of  no  effect,  yet  (as 
there  was  no  intervening  right)  had  an  entry  actually  been  made  afler  the 
reservation  ceased,  and  before  it  was  revived,  or  had  a  patent  actually 
issued  during  that  period,  the  title,  by  virtue  of  such  entry  or  such  patent, 
would  have  been  conclusive;  because,  as  the  lands  had  been  long  pre- 
viously surveyed,  and  were  th&fi  subject  to  sale,  the  act  of  the  government 
in  issuing  the  patent  or  the  certificate  of  entry  would  be  conclusive 
against  the  United  States,  or  any  subsequently  acquired  adverse  right  derived 
£nDm  the  United  States.    All  that  this  dictum  means  is,  that  if  the  party 
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had  actually  acquired  a  titl^  from  the  goverument  when  the  government 
had  the  title  to  dispose  of,  that  title  would  be  good ;  but  if  he  had  not,  in 
point  of  fact,  obtained  such  tiile  at  such  timej  why,  he  had  no  right  what- 
ever. In  other  words,  his  location  (which  was  unauthorized)  gave  him 
no  right  to  rfcman-i  an  entry  or  a  patent;  but  if,  when  the  United  States 
had  the  disposal  of  the  tide,  they  had  actually  invested  him  with  it,  it 
was  not  for  any  one  else  to  dispute  that  title.  Now,  in  the  present  case, 
the  patent  certificate  is  dated  June  1 6, 1838,  This  entry  cannot^  dierefere, 
confer  any  right  in  opposition  to  rights  vested  under  the  act  of  14th  July, 
1832.  The  acts  of  29th  May,  183U,  and  14th  July,  1832,  just  as  effectually 
withdrew  lands,  to  which  there  w^  a  right  of  pre-emption,  from  subse- 
quent location,  or  from  subsequent  entry  or  patenting  (except  by  the  jmb- 
emptioner  or  his  representatives)  as  if  they  had  been  made  the  subject  of 
a  special  reservation.  The  case  of  Lyile  vs.  Arkansas  is  full  to  this  point. 
Mr.  Rector's  case,  then,  is  not  within  even  the  dictum  of  the  judge. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  think  it  has  been  established  in  the  foregoing  pagesj 
that  the  location  of  Mr.  Rector  never  had  any  validity  before  the  date  of 
the  act  of  1st  March,  1843,  even  if  that  act  could  have  given  it  validity; 
and  that  prior  to  the  date  of  said  act  a  valid  pre-emption  right  had  fully 
vested,  which  that  act  could  not  divest. 

Were  it  necessary,  it  would  be  easy  to  point  out  the  strong  equitable 
considerations  in  fevor  of  the  actual  settler  and  cuhivatorof  the  wild  lands 
of  the  west,  over  the  floating  privilege  of  a  mere  locator;  especially  over 
the  claims  of  a  bare  speculator  in  the  privileges  of  location,  who  had  made 
use  of  the'  means  of  information  which  an  official  position  under  the  gov- 
ernment had  given  him  to  cull  out  from  the  pubKc  domain  its  richest  and 
best  portions,  and  turn  them  to  purposes  of  personal  advantage. 

A.  H.  LAWRENCE, 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  24, 1850. 


Attomsyfor  Lydia  Bdding. 


N. 

Gbnbiul  Land  Office,  Aprii  20,  1839. 
Gentlemen:  This  office  has  been  jrfaced  in  possession  of  a  certified 
copy  of  the  papers  filed  in  your  office  by  Sarah  Perciful  and  Daniel  Per- 
cifiil,  in  support  of  their  right,  under  the  pre-emption  law  of  1814,  to  the 
southwest  quarter  33,  township  2  south,  range  19  west,  the  tract  upon 
which  the  Hot  springs  are  situated.    No  letter  accompanied  the  same  by 
which  it  could  be  ascertained  firom  whom  they  were  received,  but  as  some 
communications  addressed  to  you  by  the  parties  interested  in  that  claim 
request  a  transmission  of  the  papers  to  this  office,  in  the  event  of  your 
decision  upon  the  proof  being  adverse,  it  is  presumed  they  were  forwarded 
by  you,  though  without  a  letter,  which,  if  such  is  the  feet,  should  have 
accompanied  them.    The  claim  is  rejected  by  you  on  the  ground  of  a 
portion  of  the  tracts  sought  to  be  located  having  been  previously  covered 
by  a  New  Madrid  certificate,  Ne.  467,  in  the  name  of  Francis  Langlois, 
or  his  legal  representatives.     The  rejection  of  the  claii^i  is  approved,  but 
upon  different  grounds.    The  land  sought  to  be  entered  is  not,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  dated  3d  May,  1836,  liable  to  the  pion- 
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sions  of  the  act  of  12th  April,  1814,  not  having  been  ceded  to  the  United 
States  until  by  the  Qaapaw  treaty  of  24th  August,  1818.    You  will  be 
pleased  to  inform  the  parties  interested  of  the  action  of  this  office  on  the 
elaim  before  nientioDea. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WBITCOMB, 

Oammisianer. 

To  RBGI8TfiR  &  ReCBIVER, 

^  Washington f  Arkansas, 


GsNBRAL  Ljind  Office,  June2if  1842. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Ludovi- 
cus  Belding,  under  the  ict  of  29th  May,  1830,  for  the  tract  of  land  occu- 
pied by  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas,  has  been  received. 

Your  previous  letter  of  the  18th  November  last,  enclosing  a  certified 
copy  of  the  proof  filed  at  the  land  office  at  Washington,  Arkansas,  is  also 
on  tne  files  of  this  office.  No  claim  of  any  description  for  the  land  in  question 
can  be  entertained  by  this  office,  sm«e  the  3id  section  of  the  act  of  20th 
April,  1832,  directs  the  reservation  of  said  *<Hot  springs,  together  with 
four  sections  of  land,  including  said  springs  as  near  the  centre  thereof  a^ 
may  be,  for  the  future  disposal  of  the  United  States,''  and  declares  that 
the  land  so  reserved  "shall  not  be  entered,  located,  or  appropriated  for  any 
other  purpose  whatever."  This  latter  act,  though  subsequent  in  date  to 
that  upon  which  the  claim  of  Mr.  Belding  is  founded,  was  passed  prior  "» 
to  a  survey  of  the  public  land  in  that  region  of  country,  and,  of  course, 
before  any  claimant  under  such  law  could  prove  up  and  pay  for  the  land 
claimed,  two  of  the  conditions  required  by  the  law  of  1S30,  and  prior  to 
the  performance  thereof,  such  act  of  reservation  made  other  disposition  of 
the  land,  and  virtually  repealed  the  pre-emption  law  of  1830,  as  applica- 
ble to  the  land  referred  to. 

No  opinion  is  expressed  in  reference  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  proof, 
piovidea  the  land  was  subject  to  the  act  of  1830,  since  such  opinion  is 
unnecessary  under  the  views  herein  expressed. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  these  views  are  sustained  by  an  opiiHotf 
of  the  Attorney  General  on  a  similar  point,  in  a  case  not  long  since  re- 
ferred to  him. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  H.  BLAKE, 

Comtnissioner. 
.  To  Lawson  RuNYOif ,  Hot  SjprmgSy  Arkansas. 


General  Land  Office,  March  9,  1843. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  you,  as  requested  by  your  letter  of  the  3d  in- 
stant, copies  of  the  papers  on  file  in  support  of  pre-emption  claims  to  the 
land  upon  which  the  Hot  springs  of  Arkansas  are  situated. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  H.  BLAKE, 

Commissioner. 
To  J*  S.  Conway,  Esq., 

Agent  f^  U.  M.  JRector,  Omwof/,  LafayHte  cotmiy,  Arkansas. 
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General  Land  Office,  Jp^  ^f  1843. 

Sir:  Your  lettw  of  the  20th  ultimo,  requesting  the  suspension  of  all 
action  on  the  claim  of  John  Peiciful,  under  act  of  1814,  and  L.  Belding, 
under  act  of  1830^  each  calling  for  the  tract  of  land  embracing  the  Hot 
springs  of  Arkansas,  has  been  received. 

This  request,  it  is  stated,  is  made  in  consequence  of  the  letter  firom  this 
office  to  your  agent,  J.  S.  Conway,  esq.,  of  the  1st  ultimo,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  you  time  to  furnish  testimony  adverse  to  the  claims 
above  mentioned. 

By  reference  to  the  letter  referred  to,  it  wiU  be  seen  that  this  office  re- 
garded those  claims,  for  the  reasons  given,  as  net  attaching  to  the  land  in 
question.  No  further  action  was  therefore  contemplated  to  be  taken  in 
reference  to  them. 

No  testimony,  such  as  you  speak  of,  seems  to  be  required,  inasmuch  as 
the  legal  grounds  of  objection  to  said  claims,  irrespective  of  the  testimony 
filed  by  the  claimants,  are  believed  to  be  full  and  ample;  and  if  this 
opinion  should  be  hereafter  overruled  by  superior  authority,  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  requisite  that  due  notice  should  be  given  to  all  parties  interested, 
so  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of  being  heard,  though  testimony 
taken  after  such  notice,  the  matter  involved  being  of  too  grave  a  character 
to  receive  any  final  action  upon  questions  of  face  derived  from  ex  parte 
affidavits. 

A  separate  reply  will  be  given  to  that  portion  of  your  letter  having 
reference  to  the  New  Madrid  claim  of  Henry  Cockerham. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  H.  BLAKE, 

Commissioner. 

To  H.  M.  Rector,  Esq., 

LUtle  Rock  J  Arkansas^ 


General  Land  Office,  May  4,  1813. 
Gentlemen:  I  herewith  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  J.  S,  Con* 
way,  esq.,  dated  1st  March  last,  in  order  that  you  may  be  apprized  of  the 
action  had  by  this  office  on  the  subject  of  the  various  claims  preferred  to 
the  land  embracing  the  ^'Hot  springs,"  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  1st  March  last,  entitled  '^An  act  to  perfect  the  titles  to  lands  south 
of  the  Arkansas  river,  held  under  New  Madrid  locations  and  pre  emption 
rights  under  the  act  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen.*'  The 
reservation  made  by  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  20th  April,  1832,  of  said 
"Hot  springs,  together  with  four  sections  of  land  including  said  springs, 
as  near  the  centre  thereof  as  may  be,  for  the  future  disposal  of  the  United 
States,"  and  the  prohibition  therein  made  of  any  entry,  location,  or  ap- 
propriation of  said  land  for  any  other  purpose  whatever  still  subsists; 
and  you  are  specially  instructed  not  to  permit  any  entry  or  location,  under 
color  of  the  act  of  1st  March,  1843,  or  any  other  act,  of  any  part  of  the 
four  sections  so  reserved,  to  wit:  the  south  half  of  section  28,  the  south 
half  of  section  29,  sections  32  and  33,  all  in  township  2  south,  range  19 
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west;  and  the  south  half  of  section  4,  and  south  half  of  section  5,  both 
in  township  3  south,  range  19  west. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  H.  BLAKE, 

Oonmiissioner^ 
To  Register  &  Receiver, 

Washington^  Arkansas- 


General  Land  Office, 

May  4,  1843. 

Snt:  Your  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo,  asking  various  questions  in  relation 
to  the  different  pre-emption  laws,  to  which  replies  are  desired  as  prelimi- 
nary to  the  procurement  by  you  of  evidence  to  invalidate  certain  claims 
by  pre-emption  to  the  land  embracing  the  Hot  springs,  has  been  received. 

No  testimony  is  deemed  necessary  by  this  office  to  invalidate  the  claims 
referred  to,  because  the  land  is  not  regarded  as  subjected  to  the  operation 
of  any  of  the  pre-emption  laws.  Replies,  therefore,  to  said  inquiries  would 
appear  to  be  unnecessary  for  the  purpose  indicated,  and  must  be  declined 
on  another  ground,  viz:  that  if  the  question  of  pre-emption  rights  to  said 
land  should  ever  become  material  to  the  settlement  by  Congress  of  the 
disposition  to  be  made  of  the  land  reserved  under  its  special  act  of  20th 
April,  1832,  due  notice  should  be  given  to  all  such  claimants  of  a  time 
and  place  when  and  where  they  might  be  heard,  through  their  witnesses, 
in  regard  to  such  rights;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  this  office  should  not 
take  any  action  which  might  be  construed  into  a  doubt  of  the  validity 
of  its  decision  against  any  and  all  claims  by  pre-emption  to  the  land  in 
question. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,^ 

THO.  H.  BLAKE, 

Oommissumer. 

To  H.  M.  Rector,  Esq., 

LUile  Rock,  Arkansas. 


General  Land  Office, 

May  4, 1843. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  requesting  to  know  if  the  proof 
filed  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  John  Perciful  for  the  land 
embracing  the  '^  Hot  spings  *'  is  complete,  and  if  not,  in  what  points  it  is 
deficient,  has  been  received. 

A  reference  is  made  by  you  to  the  act  of  27th  February  last  [meaninc 
the  act  of  1st  March  last]  entitled  *'An  act  to  perfect  the  titles  to  land 
south  of  the  Arkansas  river  held  under  New  Madrid  locations  and  pre- 
emption rights  under  the  act  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen," and  an  inquiry  is  also  made  as  to  the  time  allowed  to  prove  up 
under  that  act.  In  reply^  I  have  to  state  that  the  land  embracing  the  Hot 
springs  in  Arkansas  was  reserved,  by  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  20th 
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April  9 1832,  for  the  fiiture  disposal  of  the  United  States,  and  that  no  righ 
of  pre-emption  can  accrue  to  said  land  by  virtue  of  any  law.  now  ia  force 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  H.  BLAKE, 

Mr.  John  C.  Hale,  P.  Af., 

Hot  Springs,  Arkansas, 


General  Land  Office, 

May  31,  1843. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant  I  have  to  state  that  the 
land  occupied  by  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas  was  reserved  by  the  thind 
section  of  the  act  of  20th  April,  1832,  together  with  **  four  sections  of  land, 
including  said  springs,  as  near  tbe  centre  thereof  as  mav  be,"  for  the 
future  disposal  of  the  United  States;  and  said  act  declared  that  the  land 
80  reserved  should  ^^  not  be  entered,  located,  or  appropriated  for  any  other 
purpose  whatever." 

The  provisions  of  the  act  of  let  March  last,  to  which  you  refer,  are  not 
regarded  by  this  office  as  aflfecting  the  land  in  question.  Since  the  pes^ 
sage  of  that  act  an  appUcation  for  a  patent  on  the  New  Madrid  location, 
embracing  said  Hot  springs,  has  been  refused,  and  a  reiteration  of  the 
former  decision  of  this  office  made  in  reference  to  the  pre-emption  of  John 
Perciful's  heirs.  The  land  reserved  by  the  act  of  20th  April,  1832,  is  not 
subject  to  the  operation  of  any  pre-emption  law,  or  any  other  law,  by  which 
the  title  of  the  United  States  can  be  alSected. 

Respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THO.  H.  BLAKE, 

Commissioner. 

Mr,  X4AW8ON  Ronton, 

Hot  Springs,  Arkansas. 


General  Land  Office, 

December  6, 1843. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
4th  instant,  enclosing  certain  testimony  in  relation  to  a  claim  under  the 
act  of  1814,  by  Sarah  Perciful  in  her  own  right  and  for  the  heirs  ol  John 
Perciful,  deceased,  to  the  land  embracing  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas. 

It  appears,  from  an  endorsement  on  said  testimony  by  the  register  and 
receiver  at  Washington,  Arkansas,  that  it  has  been  presented  to  them  and 
the  claim  rejected  by  them  for  three  reasons:  first,  that  the  land  was  not 
public  land  at  the  date  of  Ihe  act  of  12th  April,  1814,  and,  therefore,  not 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  that  act;  second,  thatL  the  land,  having  been 
reserved  from  sale  or  entry  by  the  act  of  20th  April,  1832,  could  not  be 
taken  out  of  the  provisions  of  that  act  by  the  act  of  1st  March,  1843;  and, 
third,  that,  admitting  the  validity  of  the  settlement,  the  claimant  has 
filled  to  make  out  a  case  under  the  act  of  12th  April,  1814. 

Upon  all  these  points  this  office  concurs  in  opinion  with  the  land 
officers. 
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This  claim  has  heretofore  heen  presented  to  this  office,  as  well  as  the 
claims  of  others,  under  other  laws,  for  the  same  land,  and  all  have  been 
rejected,  this  office  regarding  the  "  Hot  springs  and  the  four  sections  of 
land,  including  the  said  springs,  as  near  the  centre  thereof  as  may'^e," 
which  was  reserved  under  the  act  of  20lh  April,  1832,  as  subject  to  the 
special  disposition  of  Congress  alone,  according  to  the  terms  of  that  act. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  H.  BLAKE, 

Ckmvmissumer. 
Hon.  Edward  Cross, 

House  fif  Reps.  U.  S. 


General  Land  Office, 

JaniUMry  11,  1844. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  die  testimony 
and  other  papers  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Wilham  Davis  and  Mary  Davis, 
late  Mary  Fulsom,  under  the  pre-emption  law  of  1814,  to  the  land  em- 
bracing the  *'  Hot  springs*'  in  Arkansas,  has  been  received. 

No  examination  thereof  has  been  made  with  a  view  to  any  action  by 
this  office  on  said  claim,  you  being  aware  that  no  pre-emption  or  other 
claims  by  individuals  for  the  land  in  question  will  be  entertained  by  this 
office.  According  to  your  request,  the  papers  have  been  placed  on  file 
here  with  others  having  relation  to  the  same  land. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  H.  BLAKE, 

Commissioner. 
Mr.  Lawrence  Runyon, 

Hot  Springy  Arkansas. 


General  Land  Office, 

February  29, 1844. 

Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  J.  Col- 
•  lamer,  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  in  the  House  of  Representatives^ 
asking  to  be  informed  whether  the  United  States  have  title  to  the  Hot 
springs  and  surrounding  territory  in  Arkansas,  as  reserved  under  the  act 
of  April  20, 1832,  and  why  the  same  was  reserved,  and  if  the  cause  of 
8aid  reservation  continues. 

The  title  to  said  premises,  as  reserved  by  that  act,  does,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  office,  remain  unimpaired  in  the  United  States;  and  it  is  not  known 
here  that  the  cause  of  the  reservation  is  less  operative  now  than  at  the 
time  it  was  made. 

The  premises  in  question  are  situated  within  that  tract  of  country  which 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  with  the  Quapaw  Indians  of 
the  24th  August,  1818.  Certain  claims,  called  New  Madrid  claims, 
founded  upon  the  act  of  17th  February,  1815,  were  located  within  that 
tract  of  country,  the  surveys  of  said  locations  being  specially  made  jnior 
to  the  public  survey  of  the  townships  in  which  said  locations  were  situa^ 
ted^  thus  causing,  when  the  latter  was  made,  firactions  of  land  by  reason 
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of  the  lines  of  the  two  surveys  not  corresponding.    One  of  these  claims^ 
in  the  name  of  Francis  Langlois,  incladed  the  Hot  springs. 

Oil  the  23d  June,  1820,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  two 
opinions  of  Attorney  General  Wirt,  decided  that  all  these  locations 
were  void,  because  made  on  land  the  sale  of  which  was  not  authorized 
at  the  date  of  the  law  of  1815,  and  because  of  the  surveys  thereof  being 
totally  unauthorized  by  law. 

On  the  26th  April,  1822,  an  act  was  passed  legalizing  these  locations, 
as  far  as  the  defects  in  the  surveys  were  concerned,  but  as  the  law  of  1815 
authorized  the  location  of  these  New  Madrid  claims  to  be  made  only  on 
land  ^*the  sale  of  which  is  authorized  by  law,"  this  office  rejected  those 
locations  made  on  the  Quapaw  territory,  because,  at  the  date  of  said  law, 
and  for  more  than  three  years  thereafter,  the  government  had  not  acquired 
the  title  to  the  said  land. 

A  pre-emption  claim,  under  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  12ih  Aprii^ 
1814,  in  the  name  of  Sarah  Perciful,  widow,  and  David  Perciful,  son  and 
only  heir  of  John  Perciful,  deceased,  and  a  similar  claim  in  the  name  of 
Mary  Davis,  late  Mary  P^ulsom,  were  preferred  for  the  quarter  sectionol 
laud  which  includes  the  Hot  springs,  and  rejected,  because  such  claims 
were  valid  only  for  land  which  was  public  land  at  the  date  of  the  law  of 
1814,  and  therefore  could  not  apply  to  the  premises  in  question,  which, 
as  before  stated,  were  ceded  to  the  government  in  1818.  These  claims 
were  also  not  presented  until  after  the  reservation  made  by  the  act  of 
April  20,1832. 

A  pre-emption  claim,  under  act  of  29th  May,  1830,  in  the  name  of  Lu- 
dovicus  Beldiog,  has  also  been  preferred  for  the  quarter  section  above  re- 
ferred to  and  rejected,  because  of  the  reservation  of  the  land,  as  before 
mentioned,  prior  to  the  presentation  of  such  claim,  and  the  prohibition  in 
the  act  of  2Uth  April,  1832,  of  the  allowance  of  "any  entry,  location,  or 
appropriation"  of  the  land  so  reserved. 

On  the  1st  March,  1843,  an  act  was  passed  declaring  that  locations 
made  by  New  Madrid  claims  upon  these  Quapaw  lands  should  be  carried 
into  grant,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished  at 
the  date  of  the  act  of  17th  February,  1815,  and  every  settler  on  said  lands 
was  declared  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  nre-emption  act  of  1814. 

This  office  has  decided  that  this  act  dia  not  legalize  the  New  Mad- 
rid location  of  Francis  Langlois,  nor  the  pre-emption  claims  of  the 
heirs  of  John  Perciful  and  Mary  Davis,  (late  Mary  Fulsom,)  under  the 
act  of  1814,  because  it  was  understood  to  embrace  those  cases  only  where 
the  question  in  relation  to  the  Indian  title  was  the  only  difficulty,  and  that 
it  was  not  intended  to  operate  as  a  repeal  of  the  provisions  of  the  third 
section  of  the  act  of  20th  April,  1832,  by  which  these  Hot  springs  and  cer- 
tain surrounding  land  were  reserved  '^ior  the  future  disposal  of  the  United 
States,'*  and  all  other  disposition  of  the  same  prohibited. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO,  H.BLAKE, 
Commissioner* 

Hon.  J.  C.  Spencer, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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General  Land  Office, 
June  6, 1844. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
3d  instant^  advising  me  that  a  resolution  has  been  introduced  into  the 
Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  directing  an  in- 
quiry into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  April 
20,  1832,  which  relates  to  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas^  and  certain  sec- 
tions of  land  adjoining  them. 

You  request  the  communication  to  you  ''of  such  information  as  may 
remain  in  the  General  Land  Office  relative  to  these  Hot  springs  and  the 
land  alluded  to.  What  is  the  supposed  or  reputed  value  of  those  springs, 
and  of  those  lands?  What  necessity  or  propriety  exists  fiur  their  reserva- 
tion? What  would  be  the  result  of  the  contemplated  repeal?  Would  the 
land  be  subject,  eo  instanti,  to  rights  of  pre-emption?  Would  it  be  hecea- 
sarv  to  provide  spedaUy  for  their  being  exposed  for  sale  at  auction?" 

1  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
dated  29th  February  last,  in  reply  to  his  call  for  a  report  on  the  subject  of 
these  Hot  springs,  made  at  the  instance  of  the  Hon,  J.  Coll^mer,  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  have  to 
^ate,  in  Airther  answer  to  your  inquiry,  that  this  office  possesses  no  definite 
information  as  to  the  value  of  said  springs  or  of  the  surrounding  reserved 
land;  but  from  the  high  reputation  of  the  waters  for  medicinal  purposes^ ' 
It  is  supposed  that  the  value  of  the  land  which  includes  them,  and  which 
has  been  reserved,  is  greatly  above  the  aggregate  proceeds  at  the  minimum 
price  per  acre;  that  I  know  of  no  necessity  or  propriety  iot  their  continued 
reservation,  not  being  apprized  of  the  precise  object  or  policy  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  making  it;  that  the  result  of  the  contemplated  repeal  of  said 
third  section  of  the  act  of  April  20, 1832,  would  be  to  throw  the  land  open 
to  tlie  settlement  of  persons  thereon,  with  a  view  to  pre-emption  claims, 
under  the  act  of  September  4, 1841 ;  and  that  as  no  pre  emption  claims 
would  be  valid,  except  as  to  settlements  made  subs&juerU  to  the  repeal  of 
the  said  section  or  removal  of  the  reservation,  all  prior  settlements  being 
contrary  to  law,  because  made  on  reserved  land,  great  injustice  would  be 
done  (if  it  is  the  object  of  Congress  to  suffer  these  lands  to  be  taken  by 
preemption)  in  permitting  the  settler  of  to-morrow  to  take  improvements 
which  may  have  been  made  by  settlers  on  these  lands,  and  occupied  by 
them  for  years.  In  reply  to  the  last  question,  I  would  state,  that  the 
repeal  of  said  section  would  restore  that  land  to  the  mass  of  public  land, 
and  of  course  render  it  liable  to  be  sold  by  the  President,  like  other  public 
lands;  but  I  would  respectfully  suggest,  that  as  this  land  has  been  reserved 
fox  more  than  twelve  years,  under  a  special  act  of  Congress  providing  for 
its  ^'future  disposal"  by  that  body,  to  quiet  all  conflicting  claims,  by 
pre-emption  or  otherwise,  it  would  be  advisable,  if  Congress  ikels  inclined 
now  to  dispose  of  the  same,  that  provision  be  made  for  its  special  sale. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  H.  BLAKE, 
Commissioner. 

Hon,  W.  WOODBRIDOB, 

(JommUiee  on  Public  Lands y  U.  S.  Senate. 
Ex— 8 
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General  Land  Opficit, 
July  19,  1844. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  asking  "whether  any 
'disposition  has  been  made  of  the  Hot  springs  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  or 
the  lands  around  it,  embracing  several  townships ^^^  I  have  to  state,  Uiat 
by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  dated  April  20,  1832,  the  said 
"Hot  springs*,"  together  with  four  sections  of  land  including  said  siMtings, 
-as  near  the  centre  thereof  as  may  be,  were  reserved  "for  the  future  dis- 
posal of  the  United  States,"  and  all  entries,  locations,  or  appropriations 
thereof,  for  any  other  purpose  whatever,  prohibited. 

No  disposition  has  been  made  of  any  part  of  said /our  sections j  they  being 
i^aided  as  liable  to  the  special  disposition  alone  of  Congress.  The  re- 
maining portions  of  the  townships,  of  which  said  four  sections  are  a  part, 
have  been  treated  like  all  other  public  land,  and  sale  thereof  made  to  any 
person  legally  applying  for  the  same. 

A  part  of  said  four  sections,  to  the  extent  of  about  one  hundred  and 
seventy  acres^  and  including  the  springs,  was  located  by  ^New  Madrid 
claim  in  the  nameof  Francis Xanglois  before  the  public  survey  of  the  landj 
and  a  quarter- section,  according  to  the  public  surveys,  also  including  said 
springs,  has  been  claimed  as  a  pre-emption  right  under  the  act  of  April 
12, 1814,  by  Sarah  Perciful,  widow,  and  David  Perciful,  son  and  only 
heir  of  John  Perciful,  deceased;  as  a  pre-emption  right  under  the  act  of 
May  29, 1830,  by  Lydia  Belding;  and  also  under  the  latter  act  by  Wm. 
Davis  and  Mary  Davis,  late  Mary  Fulsom.  AH  of  these  claims  have, 
however,  been  rejected. 

This  office  has  no  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  Spanish  claira 
alleged  by  you,  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Pilhiol,  formerly  lieutenant  governor 
at  Ouachita,  Louisiana,  to  "said  springs  and  several  townships  around 
them." 

Copies  of  papers  on  file  in  this  office  are  furnished  without  any  charge, 
but  the  regulations  require  an  affidavit  of  the  party  applying,  showing  his 
interest  in  them. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  H.  BLAKE, 
Commissioner. 

John  Wilson,  Esq.", 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


Gekcrai.  Land  Officb, 

I^irwttry  12, 1845. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  youi  letter  of  the 
10th  instant,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  a  statement  of  all  the  claims 
set  up  by  individuals  to  the  lanil?  or  any  part  thereof,  occupied  by  the 
Hot  springs  in  Arkansas,  you  having  given  notice  to  the  Senate  of  an  in- 
tention to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Arkansas 
tlie  said  springs. 

In  reply,  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  29th  of  February,  1844,  on  tliat  subject,  embracing  the 
information  sought  by  you,  with  the  exception  of  that  concerning  an 
alleged  Spanish  claim  in  the  name  of  one  Filhiol^  in  relation  to  which  this 
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office  received  a  letter  firom  Mr.  John  Wilson,  dated  I6tfa  July^  1844,  a 
copy^  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  He  was  advised  on  the  19th  of 
the  same  month  of  the  various  claims  to  said  springs,  and  that  this  office 
had  no  knowledge  of  any  claim  "  of  Mr.  Pilhiol,  late  lieutenai^t-goveroor 
at  Ouachita,  in  Louisiana,  to  said  springs  and  several  townships  around 
them." 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant,    , 

THOS.  H.  BLAKE, 

Hon.  C.  Ashley, 

8^nate  United  States. 


General  Land  Office', 

October  22, 1846. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  in  which  you  refer  to 
certain  claims  to  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas,  and  to  the  recent  act  of 
Congress  in  relation  to  the  adjudication  and  settlement  of  suspended  en- 
tries at  this  office,  I  have  to  state  that  said  law  gives  this  office  no  juris- 
diction over  any  other  class  of  cases  than  where  entries  have  been  actually 
made,  the  money  paid  by  the  parties,  and  the  patents  withheld  ibr  certain 
objections  to  said  entries. 

You  advert  to  the  authority  given  to  this  office  by  one  of  the  seclionis 
of  the  act  referred  to,  (that  of  3d  August  last,)  to  offer  for  sdle  any  isolated 
or  detached  parcels  of  land  heretofore  unoffered,  and  call  my  attention  to 
the  four  sections  reserved  by  Congress  in  1832,  near  the  Hot  springs 
above  mentioned,  desiring  that  such  authority  may  be  exercised  in  re- 
spect to  these  four  sections. 

The  Hot  springs  and  the  four  sections  of  land  referred  to  were  reserved 
by  the  act  of  20tli  April,  1832,  "  for  the  future  disposal  of  the  United 
States,  and  shall  not  be  entered,  located,  or  appropriated  for  any  other 
purpose  whatever.*' 

It  must  be  evident  froth  the  words  here  quoted,  that  under  authority  of 
a  power  to  bring  certain  isolated  and  detached  parcels  of  land  into  market 
without  the  expense  of  a  proclamation  by  the  President,  this  office  could 
Hot  offer  the  land  referred  to  by  you,  inasmuch  as,  without  a  special  law 
on  the  subject,  that  land  cannot  be  sold  or  disposed  of. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  PIPER, 

Acting  Co?nmissioner» 

Mr.  Lawson  RuNiroN, 

Hot  Springs,  Arkansas. 


General  Land  Office, 
June  15,  1848. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  return,  herewith,  the  letter  from  Thomas  S. 
Drew,  esq.,  left  by  you  a  few  days  since,  and,  in  reply  to  the  subject- 
matter  thereof,  have  to  state  that  this  office  has  no  knowledge  of  the  de- 
,  cision  of  any  case  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  settling 
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the  question  that  the  preemption  law  of  1814  did  not  apply  and  was  not 
valid  upon  any  lands  lying  between  the  Arkansas  and  Red  rivers. 

The  lands  in  question  were  ceded  to  the  government  by  the  Quapaw 
treaty  of^  1818,  (24th  August,)  and  were  therefore  not  public  lands  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1814  granting  pre-emptions,  and  conse- 
quently not  the  subject  of  any  grant  by  said  law  of  1814. 

A  decision  of  this  point  was  made  by  this  office,  under  an  opinion  of 
the  Attorney  General,  dated  the  3d  May,  1836;  and  it  was  this  view  of 
the  matter  that  has  prevented  any  recognition  of  a  claim  under  the  law  of 
1814  to  the  land  occupied  by  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas. 

The  subsequent  reservation  of  said  land  by  the  act  of  April  20, 1832, 
has  protected  it  from  later  pre-emption  laws,  and  it  is  now  regarded  as 
public  land,  liable  to  disposition  only  by  the  special  legidation  of  Congress. 
With  much  respect^  your  obedient  .servant, 

RICHARD  M.  YOUNG, 
OommisHoner. 
Hon.  W.  K.  Sebastian, 

Senate  of  the  United  States. 


General  Land  Office, 

May  29, 1860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  to  this  office  from  A.  H. 
Lawrence,  esq.,  attorney  of  Lydia  Beldin^,  covering  a  printed  argument 
in  behalf  of  her  claim  by  pre-emption  under  the  act  of  29th  May,  1830, 
to  the  land  upon  which  is  situated  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas. 

Accompanymg  the  above,  I  also  transmit  the  testimony  on  file  in  this 
office  for  and  against  said  claim. 

As  the  land  was  included  in  the  reserve  "  for  the  future  disposal  of  the 
United  States,''  made  by  the  act  of  20th  April,  !832,  this  office  has  here- 
tofore held  that  the  subsequent  law  of  14th  July,  1832,  (granting  to  pre- 
emptors  under  the  act  of  1830  the  privilege  of  entering  the  land  claimed 
within  a  year  after  the  return  of  the  township  plat  to  the  proper  district 
office)  was  inoperative  on  said  land  because  of  such  reservation;  but  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has,  during  its  present  session,  in 
the  case  of  Lytle  vs.  the  State  of  Arkansas,  decided  that  this  act  of  14th 
July,  1832,  was  in  effect  merely  providing  the  means  by  which  a  previously 
existing  right  could  be  consummated,  and  that  such  right  under  the  act 
of  1830  could  not  be  affected  by  a  subsequent  law  of  Congress  making 
other  disposition  of  the  land. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  question  arises,  whether  the  recent 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  as  to  the  confirmation  of  the  New  Madrid 
claim  on  this  land  by  the  act  of  1st  March,  1843,  has  not  been  overruled 
by  this  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  if  the  settlement  and  occupation 
of  Lydia  Belding  was  such  as  to  give  her  a  valid  claim  under  the  act  of 
29th  May,  1830. 

The  land  officers  having  never  given  any  decision  on  this  claim  because 
of  the  reservation  of  the  land  by  the  act  of  April  20, 1832,  the  latter  ques- 
tion should,  in  my  opinion,  be  submitted  for  their  primary  action. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BUTTERFIELD, 

Commissioner.     ' 

Hon.  THOMAa  Ewdio^  Secr^ary  of  the  Interior. 
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3l8t  CoiraREra,  [  SENATE.  1  Ex.  Doc, 

Itt  Session.  No.  71. 


EXTRACT  OP  A  LETTER 


THE  UNITED  STATES  MINISTER  AT  LONDON 

ro 
THE   SECRETARY   OP   STATE, 


To  the  boundary  line  between  the  British  and  French  possessions  in  North 
America^  as  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht* 


September  6, 1850. 

Read. 

September  9, 1860. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


The  Secretaiy  of  State  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Benton,  and 
has  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  puragraph  from  one  of 
Mr.  Everett's  letters,  requested  by  Mr.  Benton.  The  pan^ph  has  just 
been  discovered. 

Department  op  State, 

Washif^tmy  August  28;  1850. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Webster,  dated  Londonp 

MircASl,  1843. 

The  above  was  chiefly  written  before  I  had  seen  Mr.  Oswald's  map, 
which  I  have  since,  by  the  kindness  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  and  iiord  Aber* 
deen,  been  permitted  to  do.  It  is  a  copy  of  Mitchell,  in  fine  preservation. 
The  boundaries  between  the  British  and  French  possessions  in  America, 
*^  as  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  Utreckty*^  are  marked  upon  it  in  a  very  full  dis- 
tinct line,  at  least  a  tenth  of  an  inch  broad,  and  those  words  written  in 
several  places.  In  like  manner,  the  line  giving  our  boundary  as  we  have 
always  claimed  it — that  is,  carrying  the  northeastern  angle  of  NovaScoda 
&r  to  the  north  of  the  St.  John's — is  drawn  ver^  carefullv  in  a  bold  red 
line,  full  a  tenth  of  an  inch  broad,  and  in  four  diflerent  places  along  the 
line  distinctly  written  '^  the  boundary  described  by  Mr.  Oswald. '*  What 
is  very  noticeable  is,  that  a  line  narrower,  but  drawn  with  care  with  an 
instrument,  from  the  lower  end  of  Lake  Nipissing  to  the  source  of  the 
Mississippi,  as  &r  as  the  map  permits  such  a  line  to  run,  bad  once  been 
drawn  on  the  map,  and  has  smce  been  partially  erased,  though  still  dis- 
tinctly visiUe. 
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31st  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  Ex.  Doc. 

Ut  Session.  Mo.  72. 


MESSAGE 

PROM 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


COHMUKICATINO 


7fe  report  of  the  Chmmissirmer  to  Chinay  made  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  to  carry  into  effect  oertam  provisions  of  the  treaties  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Chinaand  the  Ottoman  Porte. 


September  9, 1^0. 
Refeired  to  tlie  CommittM  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Th  the  Semte  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  th«  report  of  the  Commissioner  to  China,  made 
in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  carry  into  effect  certain  pro- 
visions of  the  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  China  and  the  Otto- 
man Porte,  giving  certain  judiciai  powers,  &c. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Washhtoton,  September  9, 1850. 


Department  op  State, 
Washington,  September  7, 1850. 

The  Seeretary^  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  Senate's  resolu- 
tion of  the  5ih  instant,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
communicate  to  that  body  'Uhe  report  of  the  Commissioner  to  China, 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  carry  into  effect  certain 
provisions  of  the  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  Chiia  and  the 
Ottoman  Porte,  giving  certain  judicial  powers,  dtc,  and  any  other  inform- 
ation which  he  may  posses^  concerning  the  execution  of  that  law,"  has 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  President  a  copy  of  the  report  called  for  by 
the  above-cited  resolution. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

To  the  President. 
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Legatioi^  0^  rafi  United  States, 

Cantm,  Chinas  February  18,  1849. 

Sir:  In  accoi'dance  with  the  6th  section  of  the  taw  of  Congress,-  ap 
proved  August  11,  1848,  proTiding  for  the  organization  of  judicial  tribu- 
nals in  China,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  regulations, 
orders,  and  forms  drawn  up  by  me  in  obedience  to  that  law.  In  draught- 
ing these  regulations  and  forms  I  had  lo  encoHnter  gteat  embsrrassment, 
consequent  on  my  limited  knowledge  of  law  and  its  forms.  And  ais  the 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State  decided,  in  his  despatch  of  the  1st  of  September 
last,  that  the  law  was  to  be  executed  withofit  any  instructions  or  super- 
vision from  his  department,  I  was  left  solely  to  my  own  resouTces  in  exe- 
cution of  the  ta^k  thus  assigned  me.  Nor  was  1  able  to  find  in  all  China, 
Hong  Kong,  Macao,  or  the  Philippine  Islands,  either  an  American  lawyer 
or  an  American  law-book  to  aid  me,  with  the  exception  oi  the  Statutes  of 
the  United  States  and  Kent's  Commentaries.  Had  I  possessed  much  legal 
learning,  however,  the  exercise  of  it  in  drawing  up  these  regulations,  &c., 
would  have  been  inappropriate,  fbr  the  reason  that  those  who  have  to  ad- 
minister the  law  under  them  are  destitute  of  all  le^  acquirements.  I 
therefore  studied  to  make  them  as  brief  and  perspicuous  as  I  possibly 
could,  consistent  with  proper  force  and  efficiency. 

By  the  6th  section  of  the  law  organizing  judicial  tribunals  in  Cnhina,  it 
is  provided  that  "  the  Commissioner,  with  the  advice  of  the  several  con- 
suls ior  the  five  ports  named  in  the  said  treaty,  or  so  many  af  them  as  can 
be  conveniently  assembled ,  shall  prescribe  all  forms,"  dec.  ft  will  be  per- 
ceived that  onJy  one  consul  has  assented  formally  to  these  regulations  and 
forms,  and  for  the  obvious  reason  that  there  are  but  two  American  consuls 
in  ail  China — one  residing  at  this  place,  and  the  other  at  Shanghai,  a  dis- 
tance of  some  eight  hundred  miles  from  this  port)  nor  docs  our  trade  jus- 
tify the  appointment  of  consuls  at  the  other  three  ports,  viz:  Amoy,  Foo- 
Chow,  and  Ningpo.  The  American  trade,  however,  at  the  first- named  of 
these  places,  is  increasing,  and  may  in  a  short  time  not  only  justify,  but 
require,  the  appointment  of  a  consuL  There  have  been  consuls  appointed 
at  some  of  the  above-named  ports,  some  years  back;  but,  as  fer  as  I  am 
advised,  no  American  has  ever  made  a  residence  at  either  of  those  places 
in  a  consular  capacity. 

I  apprehend  there  will  be  found  an  error  (peihaps  in  printing  the  original 
law)  in  the  6th  line  of  the  9th  section:  the  word  "ninety"  should  be 
**  sixty,"  as  will  be  found  by  a  careful  reading  of  the  8th  and  9th  sections 
together. 

There  appear  to  be  some  defects  in  the  law,  which  should  be  amended^ 
but  I  prefer  to  let  experience  point  them  out — ^such  being  the  most  safe 
and  certain  means  or  ascertaining  what  modifications  are  essential. 

The  regulations  are,  in  some  unimportant  respects,  different  from  the 
laws  of  the  United  States;  but  only  so  when  required  by  the  peculiarity 
of  this  country  in  its  business  connexions  with  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  For  example:  the  rate  of  interest  allowed  upon  judgments  is  10 
to  12  per  cent.  This  1  found  to  be  the  usual  rate  current  among  mer- 
chants of  all  countries  residing  in  China. 

The  fees,  too,  are  higher  than  are  usually  paid  in  our  courts;  but  I 
found  it  impracticable  to  obtain  the  services  of  competent  American  citi- 
zens as  officers  of  consular  courts  without  making  them  a  more  generons 
^compensation  than  is  paid  by  the  courts  in  the  United  States.    There  iS| 
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moreover)  little  incentive  to  accept  the  situations  of  marshal  and  clerk, 
from  the  fact  that  there  will  be  but  a  small  amount  of  judicial  busioess  to 
dO)  and  most  of  that  little  will  be  done  at  the  port  of  Canton. 

The  consul  at  this  place  has,  under  the  new  law^  tried  one  American 
sailor  on  a  charge  of  larceny,  and  found  him  guilty  of  conniving  at  and 
being  accessory  after  the  fact,  and  sentenced  him  to  one  year's  imprison- 
ment. A  dif&culty  was  experienced  in  procuring  a  proper  place  of  <(on- 
finement,  as  there  is  no  jail  here  under  the  control  of  the  American  gov- 
ernment or  American  citizens.  This  criminal  is  at  present  under  confine- 
ment in  the  hulk  of  a  vessel  belonging  to  an  American  citizen,  who  is 
the  marshal  of  the  consular  court  at  this  place.  He  has  thus  fiir  kept  the 
prisoner  without  any  means  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his  keeping.  I  re- 
spectfully recommend  an  a[)propriation  by  Congress  of  a  small  sum — say 
fifteen  hundred  dollars — ^to  pay  the  expenses  necessarily  incurred  in  or- 
ganising these  consular  courts,  such  as  printing,  6cc,^  and  for  the  expenses 
of  keepmg  prisoners  for  the  present.  Such  appropriations  will  not  require 
to  be  repeated,  as  the  funds  arising  from  fines  and  forfeitures  will,  I  have 
no  doubt,  be  sufficient  to  pay  all  incidental  expenses,  after  this  judicial 
system  shall  have  been  some  time  in  existence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  DAVIS. 

To  the  President. 


RegidBiHons  far  the  coHstdar  courts  of  (he  United  States  of  America  in 
China  J  together  with  the  act  of  Ootigress  of  August  11, 1848,  tables  of 
feesy  and  forms  fwr  blanks  vsed  in  consular  courts. 

Unitbd  States  of  America,  Dyntrtrnjefft  of  State: 

To  ail  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting:  I  certify  that  the 
following  is  a  true  and  complete  copy  of  ^'  An  act  to  carry  into  effect  cer- 
tain pro  visions  in  the  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  China  and 
the  Ottoman  Porte,  giving  certain  judicial  powers  to  ministers  and  con- 
suls Of  th^  United  States  in  those  countries,"  cx)pied  from,  and  carefiilly 
collated  with,  the  original  roll  on  file  in  this  department. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  James  Buchanan,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and  caused 
the  seal  ot  the  Department  of  State  to  be  affixed.  Done  at  the 
[l.  8.]  city  of  Washington,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  August,  A.  D. 
1848,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  ^e  sev- 
enty third. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN- 


Legation  op  the  United  States, 

OantoH,  November  29, 1849- 
By  direction  of  his  excellency  John  W.  Davis,  Commissioner  of  the 
tJniled  States  of  America  to  China,  the  following  act  is  hereby  published 
fi>r  the  information  and  guidance  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  visiting 
or  residing  in  China* 

PETER  PARKER, 

Secretary  of  Legation. 
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AN  ACT  to  entry  into  effect  certain  provisions  in  the  treaties  hetirern  the  IToited  Sftf^M  sM 
Chins  and  the  dtioman  Pbrte,  gfnng  ceitain  judieisl  powers  to  ministers  and  eonsuls  of  tks 
United  States  in  those  eouatries. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  asse^nbledf  That^  to  carry  into  full  efiect 
the  provisions  of  the  treiity  of  July  thirds  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
four,  with  the  Chinese  empire,  the  commissioner,  and  the  consuls  of  the 
United  States,  duly  appointed  to  reside  in  China,  shall,  in  addition  to  the 
other  powers  and  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  the  provisions  of  said 
treaty,  be  vested  with  the  judicial  authority  hereto  described,  which 
shall  appertain  to  the  said  office  of  commissioner  and  consul,  and  be  a 
part  of  the  duties  belonging  thereto. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  regard  to  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors, the  said  public  functionaries  are  fully  empowered  to  arraign, 
and  try  in  the  manner  herein  provided,  all  citizens  of  the  United  States 
charged  with  offences  against  law,  which  shall  be  committed  in  the  do- 
minions of  China,  including  Macao,  and,  upon  conviction,  to  sentence 
such  offenders  in  the  manner  herein  authorized;  and  the  said  function- 
aries, and  each  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  to  issne  all  such  processes 
as  are  suitable  and  necessary  to  carry  tliis  anthority  into  execution. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  regard  to  ciM  riffhSSy 
whether  of  property  or  person,  the  said  functionaries  are  hereby  vested 
with  all  the  iudicial  authority  necessary  to  execute  the  provisions  of  said 
treaty,  and  shall  entertain  jurisdiction  in  matters  of  contract  at  the  port 
where,  or  nearest  to  which,  the  contract  was  made,  or  at  the  port  at  which, 
or  nearest  to  which,  it  was  to  be  executed;  and  in  all  other  matters  at  the 
port  where,  or  nearest  to  which,  the  cause  of  controversy  arose,  or  at  the 
port  where,  or  nearest  to.  which,  the  damage  complained  of  was  sustained; 
any  such  port  above  named  being  always  one  of  the  five  mentioned  in 
the  treaty;  which  jurisdiction  shall  embrace  all  controversies  between 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  others  provided  for  by  said  treaty. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacttd,  That  snch  jurisdiction  in  criminal 
and  civil  matters  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  exercised  and  enforced  in  con* 
formity  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  are  heveby,  so  fiir  as 
is  necesfsary  to  execute  said  treaty,  extended  over  ail  citizens  of  the 
United  States  in  China,  (and  over  all  others  to  the  extent  the  terms  of 
the  treaty  justify  or  require,)  so  far  as  such  laws  are  suitable  to  carry 
said  treaty  into  effect;  but  in  all  cases  where  such  laws  are  not  adaptea 
to  the  object,  or  are  deficient  in  the  provisions  necessary  to  furnish  suit- 
able remedies,  the  common  law  shall  be  extended  in  like  manner  over 
such  citizens  and  others  in  China;  and  if  defects  still  i^main  fo  be  sup- 
plied, and  neither  the  common  law  nor  the  statutes  of  the  United  States 
furnish  appropriate  and  suitable  remedies,  the  commissioner  shall,  by  de^ 
crees  and  regulations  which  shall  have  the  force  of  law,  supply  such  de^ 
&cts  and  deficiencies. 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted ^  That,  in  order  to  organize  and  carry 
into  effect  the  system  of  jurisprudence  demanded  by  said  treaty,  the  com- 
missioner, with  the  advipe  of  the  several  consuls  for  the  five  ports  named 
in  said  treaty,  or  so  many  of  them  as  can  be  conveniently  assembled, 
shall  prescribe  the  forms  of  all  processes  which  shall  be  issued  by  any  of 
said  consuls;  the  mode  of  executing,  and  the  time  of  returning  the  same; 
the  manner  in  which  trial  shall  be  conducted,  and  how  the  records  thereof 
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shall  be  kept;  the  fonn  of  oaths  for  Christian  witnesses,  and  the  mode  of 
examhiing  all  other  witnesses^  the  costswhich  shall  be  allowed  to   the 

Srevailing  party,  and  the  fees  which  shall  be  paid  for  judicial  services  ij 
efiray  necessary  expenses;  the  manner  in  which  all  officers  and  agents 
to  execute  process,  and  to  carry  this  act  into  effect,  shall  be  appointed  and 
compensated;  the  form  of  bail  bonds,  and  the  security  which  shall  be  re- 
quired of  the  party  who  appeals  from  the  decision  of  a  consul;  and  gen- 
erally, without  further  enumeration,  to  make  all  such  decrees  and  regula- 
tions from  time  to  time,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  as  the  exigency 
may  demand;  and  all  such  regulations,  decrees,  and  orders,  shall  be 
plainly  drawn  up  in  writing,  and  submitted,  as  above  provided,  for  the 
advice  of  the  consuls,  or  as  many  of  them  as  can  be  consulted  without 
prejudicial  delay  or  inconvenience,  who  shall  each  signify  his  assent  or 
dissent  in  writing,  with  his  name  subscribed  thereto;  and  after  taking 
such  advice,  and  considering  the  same,  the  commissioner  may,  neverthe- 
less, by  causing  the  decree,  order,  or  regulation,  to  be  published  with  his 
signature  thereto,  and  the  opinions  of  his  advisers  inscribed  thereon,  to 
become  binding  and  obligatory,  until  annulled  ox  modified  by  Congress; 
and  it  shall  take  effect  from  the  publication,  or  any  subsequent  day  thereto 
named  in  the  aci. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  ii  further  enactedj  That  all  su:h  regulations,  orders, 
and  decrees  shall,  as  speedily  as  may  be  after  publication,  be  transmitted 
by  the  commissioner,  with  the  opinions  of  his  advisers,  as  drawn  up  by 
them  severally,  to  the  President,  to  be  lai  i  before  Congress  for  revision. 

Sec.  7.  Andie  it  further  ena  ted.  That  each  of  the  consuls  aforesaid, 
at  the  port  for  which  he  is  appointed,  shall  be  competent  under  the  au- 
thority herein  contained,  upon  facts  within  his  own  knowledge,  or  which 
he  has  good  reason  to  believe  true,  or  upon  complaint  made,  or  informa- 
tion filed  in  writing  and  authenticated  in  such  way  as  shall  be  prescribed 
by  the  commissioners,  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States  charged  with  committing  in  China  an  offence  agains.t 
law,  and[  when  arrested,  to  arraign  and  try  any  such  offender,  and,  upon 
conviction,  to  sentence  him  to  punishment  in  the  manner  herein  pre- 
scribed, always  meting  out  [punishment]  in  a  manner  proportioned  to  the 
offence;  which  punishment  shall,  in  all  cases,  except  as  is  herein  other- 
wise provided,  be  either  fine  or  imprisonment. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  itfwrther  enacted.  That  any  consul,  when  sitting  alone 
for  the  trial  of  offences,  shall  finally  decide  all  cases  where  the  dne  im- 
posed does  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  or  the  term  of  imj^risonment 
does  not  exceed  sixty  days;  and  there  shall  be  no  appeal  therefrom,  except 
as  provided  in  section  eleven  of  this  act. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enactedy  That  when  sitting  alone,  he  may 
also  decide  all  cases  in  which  the  fine  imposed  does  not  exceed  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  or  the  term  of  imprisonment  does  not  exceed  ninety  days; 
but  in  all  such  cases,  if  the  fine  exceeds  one  hundred  dollars,  or  the  im- 
prisonment exceeds  i^fiety  daysy  the  defendant  may,  by  complying  with 
the  requirements  in  cases  of  Appeal  ,xarry  the  case  before  the  commissioner 
by  appeal.  V  sri^^U^     >^    |».  ^ 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  in  any  case  the 
consul  shall  be  of  opinion  that,  by  reason  of  the  legal  questions  tlrnt  may 
arise  therein,  assistance  will  be  useful  to  him,  or  whenever  he  shall  be  of 
£2>l^ion  that  a  severer  punishment  than  those  above  specified  will  be  re- 
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quired,  he  shall  in  either  case  sumfcon  one  or  more  citizens  of  the  Unite! 
States,  not  exceeding  four  in  number,  but  in  capital  cases  not  less  than 
four,  who  shall  be  persons  of  good  repute  and  competent  to  the  dnty,  to 
sit  with  him  in  the  trial,  and  who,  after  so  sitting  upon  the  trial,  shall 
each  enter  upon  the  record  his  judgment  and  opinion,  and  sign  the  same. 
The  consul  shall,  however,  decide  the  case;  but  if  his  decision  is  opposed 
by  the  opinion  of  one  or  more  of  his  associates,  the  case,  without  ftirther 
proceeding's,  together  with  the  evidence  and  opinions,  shall  be  referred  to 
the  commissioner  for  his  final  adjudication,  either  by  entering  up  judg- 
ment therein,  or  remitting  the  same  to  the  consul,  with  instmctions  how 
to  proceed  therewith;  but  in  all  such  cases,  except  capital  offences,  if  the 
consul  and  his  associates  concur  in  opinion,  the  decision  shall  be  final. 

Seo.  11.  And  be  ii  further  enactedy  That  the  consuls  aforesaid,  and 
each  of  them,  at  the  port  for  which  he  is  appointed,  shall  have  iurisdic- 
tion,  as  is  herein  provided,  in  all  civil  cases  arising  under  said  treaty, 
wherein  the  damage  demanded  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars;  and  if  he  see  fit  to  decide  the  same  without  aid,  his  decision 
thereon  shall  be  final;  but  if  in  his  judgment  any  case  involves  legal  per- 
plexities, and  assistance  will  be  useful,  or  if  the  damage  demanded  ex- 
ceeds five  hundred  dollars,  in  either  such  case  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  sum- 
mon to  his  aid  not  less  than  two,  nor  more  than  three,  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  good  repute  and  competent  to  the  duty,  who  shall  with  him 
bear  any  such  case;  and  if  the  consul  and  his  associates  concur  in  opin- 
ion, the  judgment  shall  be  final;  but  if  the  associates,  or  any  of  them,  dif 
fer  from  the  consul,  the  opinions  of  all  shall  be  noted  on  the  record, 
and  each  shall  subscribe  his  name  to  his  assent  to,  or  dissent  from,  die 
consul,  with  such  reasons  therefor  as  he  thinks  proper  to  assign,  and 
either  party  may  thereupon  appeal,  under  such  regulations  as  may  exists 
to  the  commissioner;  but  if  no  appeal  is  lawfully  claimed^  the  diecision  of 
the  consul  shall  be  nnal  and  conclusive. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  cases,,  crkninal  and  civil,, 
the  evidence  shall  be  taken  down  in  writing  in  open  court,  under  such 
regulations  as  may  be  made  for  that  purpose;  and  all  objections  to  the 
competency  or  character  of  testimony  shall  be  noted  down,  with  the  ruling 
in  all  such  cases,  and  the  evidence  shall  be  part  of  the  case. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  commissionei  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall,  in  addition  to  his  power  to  make  regulations  and  decrees,, 
as  is  herein  provided,  be  fully  authorized  to  hear  and  decide  all  cc^es,. 
criminal  and  civil,  which  may  come  before  him  ucMler  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  and  to  issue  all  processes  necessary  to  execute  the  power  con- 
ferred upon  him;  and  he  is  hereby  fully  empowered  to  decide  finally  any 
case  upon  the  evidence  which  comes  up  with  it,  or  to  hear  the  parties 
further,  if  he  thinks  justice  will  be  promoted  thereby;  and  he  may  alse 
prescribe  the  rules  upon  which  new  trials  may  be  gtanted,  either  by  the 
consuls  or  by  himself,  if  asked  for  upon  justifiable  grounds. 

Sec»  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  cases,  except  as  is  he<ein 
otherwise  provided,  the  punishment  of  crime  provided  for  by  this  act  shall 
be  by  fine  or  imprisonTfnent,  or^both*,  almo  discretion  of  the  functionary 
who  decides  the  case,  but  subject  to  the  regulations  herein  contained ,  aud 
such  as  may  hereafter  be  made.  It  shall,  however,  be  the  duty  of  each 
and  every  functionary  to  allot  punishment  according  to  the  magnitude 
and  aggravation  of  the  offence^  and  all  who  refuse  or  neglect  to  cqxDfij 
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with  the  sentence  passed  upon  them^  shall  stand  committed  until  they  do 
comply,  or  are  discharged  by  order  of  the  consul,  with  the  consent  of  the 
commissioner. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  U  further  ennctedj  That  murder  and  insurrection,  or 
rebellion  against  the  Chinese  government,  with  intent  to  subvert  the 
fiame,  shall  be  capital  offences,  punishable  with  death;  but  no  person 
shall  be  convicted  of  either  of  said  crimes- unless  the  consul  and  his  as- 
sociates in  the  trial  all  concur  in  opinion,  and  the  commissioner  also  ap- 
proves of  the  conviction;  but  it  shall  always  be  lawful  to  convict  one  put 
upon  trial  for  either  of  these  crimes  of  a  lesser  offence  of  a  similar  char- 
acter, if  the  evidence  justifies  it;  and  when  so  convicted,  to  punish  as  for 
other  offences,  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both. 

Sec.  16.  And  6e  it  further  enacted^  That  whenever  any  one  shall  be 
convicted  of  either  of  the  crimes  punishable  with  death,  as  aforesaid,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  execu- 
tion of  such  convict,  appointing  the  time,  place,  and  manner;  but  if  the 
said  commissioner  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  ends  of  public  justice  demand 
it,  he  may  from  time  to  time  postpone  such  execution;  and  if  he  finds 
mitigatory  circumstances  which  mw  authorize  it,  may  submit  the  case  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  pardon. 

Sbc«  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
commissioner  to  establish  a  tariff  of  fees  for  judicial  services,  which  shall 
be  paid  by  such  parties,  and  to  such  persons,  as  said  commissioner  shall 
4irect;  and  the  proceeds  shall,  as  &r  as  is  necessary,  be  applied  to  defray 
the  expenses  incident  to  the  execution  of  this  act;  and  regular  accouiits, 
both  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  shall  be  kept  and  laid  before  Congress 
by  the  commissioner  annually. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enncted.  That,  in  consideration  of  the  duties 
herein  imposed  upon  the  commissioner,  there  shall  be  paid  to  him,  out  of 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  annually,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  in  addition  to  his  salary;  and  there  shall  also  be  paid,  annually, 
to  each  of  said  consuls,  for  a  like  reason,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
in  addition  to  consular  fees. 

Sso.  19.  And  be  U  further  enacted ,  That  in  all  criminal  cases  which 
are  not  of  a  heinous  character,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  pardes  aggrieved 
or  concerned  therein,  with  the  assent  of  the  commissioner  or  consul,  to 
adjust  and  settle  the  same  among  themselves,  upon  pecuniary  or  other 
considerations. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted j  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  also  of 
the  commissioner  and  the  consuls  to  encourage  the  settlement  of  contro- 
versies of  a  civil  character  by  mutual  agreement,  or  to  submit  them  to  the 
decision  of  referees  agreed  upon  by  the  parties,  a  msgority  of  whom  shall 
have  power  to  decide  the  matter.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commis- 
sioner to  prepare  a  form  of  submission  for  such  cases,  to  be  signed  by  the 
parties  and  acknowledged  before  the  consul;  and  when  parties  have  so 
aiTTeed  to  refer,  the  referees  may,  after  suitable  notice  of  the  time  and  place 
of  meeting  £jt  the  trial,  proc-eed  ex  parte,  in  case  either  party  refuses  or 
neglects  to  appear;  and,  after  hearing  any  case,  may  deliver  their  award, 
sealed,  to  the  consul,  who,  in  court,  shall  npen  the  same;  and,  if  he  ac- 
cepts it,  he  shall  endorse  the  &ct,  and  judgment  shall  be  rendered  thereon, 
and  execution  issue  in  compliance  with  tlie  terms  thereof:  Prcvidedy  how- 
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ever^  That  the  parties  may  always  settle  the  same  befere  return  thereof  is 
made  to  the  consul. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  commissioner  and  the 
consuls  shall  be  fully  authorized  to  call  upon  the  Chinese  authorities  to 
sustain  and  support  them  in  the  execution  of  the  powers  confided  to  them 
by  said  treaty,  and  on  their  part  to  do  and  perform  whatever  is  necessary 
to  carry  the  provisions  of  said  treaty  into  full  effect,  so  &r  Ieis  they  are  to  be 
executed  in  China. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  furtJier  enacted,  That  the  provisions  of  this  act,  so 
&r  as  the  same  relate  to  crimes  committed  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
'  shall  extend  to  Turkey,  under  the  treaty  with  the  Sublime  Porte  of  May 
seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  and  shall  be  e:^ecttted  in  the  do- 
minions of  the  Sublime  Porte,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  said 
treaty,  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  and  the  consuls  appointed  bf 
the  United  States  to  reside  therein,  who  are  hereby  ex  officio  vested  with 
the  powers  herein  contained,  for  the  purposes  above  expressed,  so  iar  as 
regards  the  punishment  of  crime. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  word  commiasioner,  when 
used  in  this  act,  shall  be  understood  to  mean  the  persons  vested  with  and 
exercising  the  principal  diplomatic  functions  in  Chiniai;  and  the  word  min- 
ister, as  meaning  the  person  vested  with  the  powers  of  chief  diplomatic 
functionary  of  the  United  States  in  Turkey.  The  word  consul  shall  be 
understood  to  mean  any  person  vested  by  the  United  States  with,  and  ex- 
ercising the  consular  authority,  in  any  of  the  five  ports  in  China  named 
in  the  treaty,  or  in  any  port  in  Turkey. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  such  officers  shall  be  re- 
sponsible for  their  conduct  to  the  United  States  and  to  the  laws  thereof, 
not  only  as  diplomatic  functionaries  and  commercial  functionaries,  but  as 
judicial  officers  when  they  perform  judicial  duties,  and  shall  be  held  liable 
for  ail  negligencies  and  oaisconduct  as  public  officers. 

ROBT.  G.  WINTHROP, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Hepresentativts. 
DAVID  R.  ATCHISON, 
President  pro  temffore  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  August  11, 1848. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


'  Regulaiions  for  the  consular  courts  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 

China. 

By  authority  of  Congress  given  for  the  fiilfilment  of  existing  treaty 
stipulations  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  China,  tike  follow- 
ing regulations  and  forms  for  the  use  and  government  of  the  United 
States  consular  courts  in  China  are  ordered  and  established,  in  con- 
formity to  an  act  of  Coftgess  hereunto  prefixed,  approved  August  11 ,  1848, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  carry  into  effect  certain  provisions  in  the  treaties  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  China  and  the  Ottoman  Porte;  giving  cer- 
tain judicial  powers  to  ministers  and  consuls  of  the  United  States  in  those 
countries.'* 
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The  treaty  between  the.  United  States  and  China  is  to  be  the  paramount 
law  to  the  ronsul,  in  the  exercise  ef  his  judicial  functions.  The  law  of 
the  1 1th  of  August  above  mentioned,  and  the  laws  of  Congress  generally, 
so  ^  as  they  are  applicable,  are  to  be  strictly  observed,  and  executed  with 
as  much  promptness  and  impartiality  as  practicable. 

Before  entering  upon  the  aischarge  of  his  judicial  duties,  the  consul 
W7II  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath,  before  some  person  competent 
to  administer  the  same: 

I  (A.  B.)  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  administer  justice 
without  respect  to  persons,  and  will  in  all  things  fidthfully  and  impartially 
discharge  all  the  duties  incumbent  upon  me,  as  judge  of  a  consular  court 
in  China,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  according  to  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States.     So  help  me  God. 

^  A  copy  of  this  affidavit  is.  to  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  the  consular 
court,  with  the  date,  and  the  name  of  the  {)erson  administering  it. 

By  the  10th,  llth,  and  16th  sections  of  the  act  before  referred  to,  it  is 
provided  that  consuls  shall  summon,  to  sit  with  them  in  the  trial  of  certain 
specified  causes,  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  not  to  exceed 
four  in  number,  "  of  good  repute  and  competent  to  the  duty,"  who  shall 
give  his  or  their  advice  and  judgment  to  the  consul  in  the  case  under 
consideration. 

By  th^  31st  section  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  February  13, 1801, 
entitled  ^'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  more  convenient  organization  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States, ' '  the  consul ,  as  judge  of  a  consular  court,  is  au- 
thorized and  empowered  to  administer  all  necessary  oaths  and  affirmations. 

The  following  is  the  form  of  the  oath  to  be  administered  by  the  consul 
to  such  citizens  of  the  United  States  as  he  may  summon  to  ait  with  him 
in  any  trial: 

Yeu  (and  each  of  you)  do  solemnly  swear  that  you  will  fiuthfuUy  hear 
and  duly  consider  the  testimony  to  be  submitted  in  this  case,  wherein  the 
United  Sates  is  plaintiff,  and  (M.  N.)  is  defendant,  fm  dvU  suits,  wherein 
(O.  P.)  is  plaintiff,  and  (K.  S.)  is  defendant,]  ana  a  fair  and  impartial 
opinion  give  to  this  court,  in  the  premises,  to  the  best  of  your  ability. 
So  help  you  God. 

In  cases  where  citizens  of  the  United  States  sitting  upon  any  trial  with 
the  consul  shall  concur  in  his  judgment,  they  shall  sign  the  docket  with 
him;  and  if  they,  or  either  of  them,  dissent  from  the  consul's  opinions, 
they  shall  respectively  enter  their  judgments  upon  the  docket,  and  sign 
the  same. 

The  amount  allowed  for  the  services  of  citizens  associated  with  the 
consul  in  trials  will  be  found  in  the  annexed  tat)le  of  fees. 

Clerks. 

Each  consul  may  appoint  a  clerk,  to  perform  such  services  as  shall 
properly  appertain  to  the  duties  of  a  clerk  to  a  consular  courts  who,  before 
entering  upon  his  said  duties,  shall  take  the  following  oath,  which  shall 
be  administered  to  him  by  the  consul: 

You  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  you  will  fiiithfully  record  all  the 

proceedings  of  the  consular  court  of  the  United  States  at ,  China, 

and  duly  and  promptly  perform  all  the  duties  incident  to  that  station  during 
your  continuance  in  office,  to  the  best  of  your  ability.    So  help  you  God. 
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The  cl^rk  will  be  entitled  to  receive  for  his  services  fees  at  the  rale 
fixed  in  tiie  table  hereunto  annexed. 

Marshals. 

Each  consul  shall  be  entitled  to  appoint  a  marshal,  who  shall  perform 
all  the  executive  duties  enjoined  upon  him  by  the  consular  court  making 
such  appointment,  and  who,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
shall  give  bonds  to  the  United  States,  in  such  pentJ  sum  as  the  consul 
may  direct,  conditioned  for  the  fiiithful  performance  of  his  duties,  and  the 
paying  over  to  the  court,  without  delay,  any  and  all  moneys  by  him  col- 
lected. Ife  shall  also,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  take 
the  following  oath,  to  be  administered  by  the  consul: 

You  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  you  will  faithfully  discharge  all 
the  duties  incumbent  upon  you  as  marshal  for  the  United  States  consular 
court  at ,  China,  to  the  best  of  your  ability.     So  help  you  God. 

The  fees  to  which  the  marshal  shall  be  entitled  for  his  services  will  be 
found  in  the  table  of  foes  annexed. 

All  criminal  prosecutions  shall  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  Uhiiei 
States.  All  bonds  and  recognizances  taken  in  criminal  proceedings  shall 
be  made  pay  able,  to  the  United  States,  and,  if  necessary,  sued  for  and  col- 
lected in  the  name  of  that  authority ,  judgment  having  been  first  rendered 
thereon  according  to  equity.  And  all  fines  and  forfeitures  collected 
shall  be  duly  reported  semi-annually  to  the  Commissioner  for  the  time 
being  of  the  United  States  in  China. 

By  section  7  of  the  act  above  named,  the  jurisdictions  of  consuls  in 
criminal  cases  are  concurrent  over  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  China. 
In  all  cases  of  complaint  made,  or  information  filed,  charging  crime  upon 
any  person  under  the  consul's  jurisdiction,  such  complaint  or  information 
shall  be  verified  by  affidavit,  unless  he  has  good  reasoti  to  believe  the  same 
trae. — Fhrfarm  of  warrant  to  atrtst  on  a  criminal  charge ^  see  AppeneliXf 
No.  1. 

Upon  arraigning  any  person  upon  a  criminal  charge,  the  consul  will 
state  to  him  the  ofience  with  which  he  stands  charged;  and,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  his  trial,  if  he  desire  a  r.asonable  time  to  procure  witnesses  to 
testify  in  his  behalf,  such  reasonable  time  may  be  granted,  if  justice  re- 
quire it;  and,  at  the  opening  of  the  trial,  the  consul,  will  propound  the 
question  to  the  accused  whether,  to  the  c'large  against  him,ne  pleads 
guilty  or  not  guilty.  If  the  accused  pleads  guilty,  the  consul  may  ex- 
amine any  witnesses  he  produces  in  mitigation  of  his  punishment,  and 
may  also  examine  any  witnesses  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  to  show 
that  the  offence  was  one  of  au  aggravated  character. 

If  the  accused  pleads  not  guilty,  the  consul  will  proceed  to  examine 
such  evidence  as  may  be  before  him, allowing  to  the  accused  the  privilege 
of  cross-examining  the  witnesses  for  the  United  States  in  a  respectwl 
manner,  after  they  shall  have  testified  in  chief;  and,  after  hearing  all  the 
testimony,  and  carefully  considering  the  facts  presented,  if  the  consul 
shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  accused  is  guilty  of  the  offence  charged,  or 
any  minor  offence  that  may  properly  be  included  in  such  charge,  he  will 
proceed  to  assess  such  punishment  upon  him  as,  according  to  his  sense  of 
justice,  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  his  crimes  may  merit. 
*    In  the  trial  of  all  criminal  prosecutions,  as  well  as  civil  suits,  if  a  wit* 
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liess,  having  been  duly  subpoBnaed,  shall  fatt,  or  refuse^  to  attend  at  the 
time  and  place  required ,  the  consul  may  issue  his  writ  of  attachment,  {see 
form  No.  2,)  and  bring  such  witness  before  him  to  answer  for  a  contempt, 
and,  upon  a  careful  hearing  of  his  case,  if  justice  demands  it,  the  consul 
may  punish  such  witness  by  fine  or  imprisonment. 

Under  section  13  of  the  act,  new  trials  naay  be  granted  in  criminal 
cases  upon  the  accused  filing  his  affidavit,  therein  setting  forth  such  ma- 
terial racts  as  he  believes  he  shall  be  able  to  prove  on  a  rehearing  of  his 
case,  or  setting  forth,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  consul,  that  he  had  exer- 
cised due  diligence  to  obtain  Certain  material  evidence  which  he  seeks  to 
pre^nt  at  a  subsequent  trial,  and  had  failed  to  obtain  it.  - 

In  criminal  cases,  the  costs  of  prosecution  my  be  taxed  up  with  the 
judgment,  and  collectedly  execution,  disti^ss,  and  sale,  as  in  other  cases. 

The  10th  section  of  the  act  referred  to  sets  forth  the  terrtis  and  condi- 
tions upon  which  criminal  cases  may  be  appealed,  or  referred  to  the  United 
States  Commissioner.  By  the  12th  section  of  the  same  act,  the  consul  is 
required  to  spread  upon  the  records  of  his  court  all  the  testimony  given 
in  the  trial  of  causes,  civil  and  criminal,  and  also  to  note  all  objections  to 
the  character  or  competency  of  testimony ,  with  the  ruling  in  all  such  cases; 
and  in  appeals,  a  full  and  complete  transcript  of  the  proceedings  and  testi- 
mony is  to  be  sent  up  to  the  court  of  the  commissioner. 

All  writs  and  processes  issuing  from  consular  courts  shall  be  attested  by 
jthe  seal  of  said  court,  and  the  signature  of  the  consul. 

Bail  may  be  taken  before  trial  and  conviction  in  all  criminal  cases,  ex« 
cept  where,  upon  conviction,  the  punishment  may  be  death:  the  penalty 
of  the  bail  bond  so  taken  being  always  for  a  sum  corresponding  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  ofience;  taking  care,  however,  not  to  demand  excessive 
sums  as  penalty.  {FW  form  of  had  bondj  see  Appendix  No.  3.)  Or 
recognizances  may  be  taken  in  open  court  of  ^he  same  tenor  as  the  bond, 
by  the  parties  being  present  and  acknowledging  the  same,  and  by  spread- 
ing such  recognizance  upon  the  records  of  Uie  court,  which  shall  have  the 
same  force  and  effect  as  a  bond. 

Of  OivaAciions. 

All  civil  actions  shall  be  brought  for  either  debt  or  damages.  The  geo- 
graphical jurisdictions  of  the  respective  consuls  in  civil  suits  is  designated 
by  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  August  11^  1848. 

In  all  cases  where  a  consul  is  personally  interested  in  the  event  of  any 
rait  he  may  be  called  upon  to  try,  he  shall,  on  application  of  either  of  the 
parties  to  such  suit,  certify  the  same  to  the  next  nearest  consul,  who  shall 
take  cognizance  of  and  try  such  cause  as  though  his  jurisdiction  had 
been  original;  or  the  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  for  the  time  being 
may  take  cc^nizance  of  such  cases,  if  they  originate  at  the  port  where  he 
is  a  resident. 

There  shall  betio  imprisonment  for  debt,  unless,  upon  due  examination, 
fraud  be  proved  against  the  execution  defendant,  in  concealing  or  embez- 
zling his  property,  so  that  execution  cannot  reach  it. 

In  all  actions  of  debt  or  for  damages,  the  consul  shall,  upon  the  filing 
of  any  account,  bill  of  damaged,  note  of  hand,  or  other  evidence  of  debt, 
enter  the  same  on  his  docket  indue  form,  and,  if  required,  issue  summons 
thereon  to  the  marshal^  who  shall  serve  the  same  on  the  debtor  personally^ 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


[72] 


12 


or  by  a  copy  left  at  his  asual  place  of  residence;  such  service  to  be  not  leo 
than  three  days  before  the  day  of  trial.  {See  farm  of  summons  No.  4.) 
And  if  the  defendant  be  a  transient  person,  and  the  consul  be  of  opiuion 
that  justice  requires  it,  he  may  instruct  the  marshal  to  require  security  of 
the  defendant  for  his  appiearance  at  the  time  and  place  of  trial. 

And  the  consul  shall,  upon  the  application  of  either  of  the  parties,  is- 
sue his  subpcBua  (forformf  see  No.  5)  for  such  witnesses  as  they  msf 
respectively  deisire;  and  if,  at  the  trial  of  any  suit,  the  defendant,  having 
been  duly  summoned,  and  being  three  times  severally  called,  shall  fail  to 
attend  by  himself  or  agent,  judgment  may  be  rendered  against  him  by  de- 
fault, for  such  sum  as  justice  and  equity  may  seem  to  demand;  and  if  the 
plaintiff  &il  to  attend,  by  himself  or  agent,  and  prosecute  his  suit^  having 
oeen  notified  of  the  time  of  trial,  judgment  may  be  rendered  against  him 
for  such  costs  and  charges  as  may  be  just  and  proper. 

Upon  the  trial  of  any  civil  suit,  both  parties  being  present,  the  witness 
or  witnesses  for  the  plaintiff,  if  ^ny,  shall  first  testify,  and,  after  having 
testified  in  chief,  may  be  cross-examined  by  the  defendant,  and,  after  the 
defendant's  witnesses,  if  any,  have  testified  in  chief,  they  may  in  like 
manner  be  cross  examined  by  the  plaintiff. 

After  hearing  all  the  testimony,  and  carefully  considering  the  facts  pie- 
sented,  the  consul  will  render  judgment  thereon  according  to  justice  and 
equity. 

In  all  civil  actions,  the  costs  are  to  be  taxed  up  with,  and  collected  in 
the  same  manner  as,  the  judgment;  but  the  costs.may,  in  the  first  instance, 
be  demanded  of,  and  shall  be  considered  as  due  from,  the  party  recjuiriug 
any  legal  service  of  either  the  marshal  or  clerk;  and  all  witnesses  in  civil 
cases  duly  subpoenaed  shall  be  entitled  to  one  day's  pay,  and  their  mileage 
in  advance,  if  they  demand  it. 

Orantmgnew  Trials. 

New  trials  may  be  granted  in  civil  suits  by  the  party  applying  therefor 
complying  with  the  terms  and  conditions  mentioned  for  the  granting  of 
new  trials  in  crimiilal  prosecutions. 

Terms  of  Appeal  in  Oiml  Cases. 

Upon  the  rendering  of  any  judgment  before  a  consul,  either  party  to 
such  judgment  may  appeal  to  the  United  States  commissioner,  if  the 
appeal  be  justified  by  the  provisions  of  the  11th  section  of  the  act  author- 
izing consular  courts. 

And  in  all  such  cases  of  appeal,  the  appellant  shall  give  bond  to  the 
appellee,  to  be  filed  in  the  court  granting  the  appeal,  in  such  sum  as 
will  cover  the  costs  and  damages  consequent  on  such  appeal;  conditioned 
that  he  prosecute  his  appeal,  and  answer  all  damages  and  costs  if  he  fail 
to  make  his  plea  good,  (se*iformy  No.  6.)    If  the  consul  be  of  opinion  that 

t*ustice  requires  that  security  be  given  by  the  appellant,  he  can  vary  the 
>ond  accordingly,  binding  all  the  parties  thereto  jointly  and  severally  to 
the  faithful  fulfilment  of  its  conditions. 

All  appeals  must  be  demanded  according  to  law,  and  within  five  days 
after  the  date  of  the- judgment. 
And  all  judgmei:^ts  shall  be  a  lien  on  all  property,  real^  personal,  and 
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iliixf^d  9  of  the  judgment  debtor  from  the  date  of  their  rendition .  All  judg- 
ments shall  bear  the  same  rate  of  interest  that  the  obligation  upon  which 
they  were  rendered  was  tearing  at  the  time  of  entering  up  the  judgment, 
not  to  exceed  12  per  cent,  per  annum;  and  the  rate  of  interest  upon  all 
other  judgments  shall  be  10  per  cent,  per  annum. 

OfExecutvms. 

Immediately  after  the  entering  up  of  any  judgment,  ex!ecution  may  be 
issued  thereon,  (according  to  ftmn^  No.  7, )  to  be  levied  on  the  ^oods, 
chattels,  and  effects  pf  the  execution  defendant;  and  all  goods,  chattels, 
or  effects  so  taken  under  execution  shall  be  sold  by  the  marshal  at  public 
auction  to  the  highest  bidder  for  cash:  provided  that  »t  least  fifteen  days' 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  sale  shall  be  given,  by  posting  up 
advertisements  at  not  less  than  three  public  places  contiguous  to  the  place 
of  sale. 

All  executions  shall  be  returned  to  the  consular  court  from  which' they 
issued  within  ninety  days  from  date  on  which  they  passed  into  the  hands 
of  the  marshal ,  or  sooner  if  the  money  be  made  thereon.  And  executions 
maybe  renewed  at  the  ehd  of  ninety  days,  if  the  debt,  inte^st,  and  costs 
be  not  made  thereon,  and  the  consul  is  of  opinion  that  justice  to  all  par- 
ties will  thereby  be  promoted.  Such  new  execution  shall  in  all  respects 
be  governed  by  the  same  laws  and  regulations  as  the  first. 

All  moneys  received  by  consuls  on  account  of  parties  litigant  shall  be 
paid  over  on  demand  to  persons  entitled  to  receive  them. 

By  the  31st  seciion  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  February  13, 1801, 
the  consul  isauthorized  and  empowered  to  hold  to  security  of  the  peace, 
and  for  good  behavior,  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  charged  upon 
affidavit  with  a  declared  intention  of  violating  the  personal  safety  of  an- 
other; provided  that  the  affiant  be  the  person  whose  personal  safety  is  so 
threatened  or  endangered.  In  that  casie,  the  consul  may  require  the  party 
charged,  by  compulsory  process  if  necessary,  to  appear  before  him,  and 
to  give  bond  to  the  United  States  in  such  sum  as  m  his  judment  may  be 
just  and  right,  conditioned  that  the  party  charged  shall  keep  the  peace 
&r  a  given  period  towards  ail  persons,  but  especially  towards  the  affiant: 

^    On  the  Forms  of  Evidence. 

The  form  of  oath  for  Christian  witnesses  has  been  already  referred  to, 
and  will  be  found  in  the  appendix,  (see  for  my  No.  8.) 

The  Jews  swear  upon  a  manuscript  copy  of  the  Old  Testament  in 
Hebrew,  and  the  consul  will  adopt  this  method,  if  such  copy  of  the  Old 
Testament  can  be  conveniently  obtained;  if  not,  he  will  administer  the 
oath  (in  the  same  form  as  to  Christian  witnesses)  upon  the  Hebrew  Old 
Testament. 

The  Mohammedans  swear  bv  the  Almighty  upon  a  manuscript  copy 
of  the  Koran,  or  a  part  thereof  if  the  whole  cannot  be  had,  resting  on  or 
held  over  their  heads,  saying.  That  as  they  believe  the  Koran  to  be  sent 
down  to  the  I^ussulmen  from  heaven,  so  they,  fearing  its  Author,  will 
speak  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 

The  Parsees  swear  by  laying  their  hands  upon  the  Zendavesta,  (or 
sacred  book  of  the  people,)  and  saying,  '<  Upon  my  word,  upon  my  honor, 
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upon  my  religion,"  or  in  their  language  words  equivalent  thereto.  The 
oath  should  be  administered  by  a  Parsee  priest,  if  one  be  convenient;  if 
not,  it  can  be  administered  by  one  Parsee  to  another.  The  Zendavestt 
being  a  book  usually  found  in  the  house  of  every  Parsee,  little  trouble 
-will  be  experienced  in  getting  one. 

As  the  manner  of  swearing  the  Chinese  varies  in  different  parts  of  the 
empire,  the  consul  will  diligently  inquire  for  the  form  considered  the 
most  binding  upon  those  about  to  testify,  and  adopt  that  mode;  but  it  will 
be  important  to  exercise  great  caution,  as  well  as  discretion,  in  receiving 
testimony  of  all  persons  influenced  by  neither  a  legal  nor  moral  obligation; 
and  with  Chinese  witnesses,  it  should  be  distinctly  understood  that  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  do  not  authorize  the  infliction  of  any  oorponl 
punishment  in  order  to  extort  the  truth. 

It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  consul,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  19ih 
and  20th  sections  of  the^  act,  to  encourage  the  settlement  of  all  disputes 
and  controversies  by  the  parties  themselves.  This  portion  of  the  law  is 
sufllciently  explicit  to  render  further  instructions  unnecessary.  The  20th 
section  also  provides  for  the  settlement  of  civil  controversies  by  a  reference 
to  disinterested  parties,  and  the  consul's  attention  is  particularly  directed 
to  this  portion  of  the  law.  A  form  of  submission  lor  arbitrated  cases^ 
with  a  tbrm  for  the  award,  is  appended,  (seefomiy  No.  9.) 

The  judicial  duties  of  the  consul  are  specially  indicated  by  the  3d,  4th, 
7th,  8th,  9th,  10th,  llih,  I2(h,  14th,  15th,  19th,  and  20th  sections  of 
the  law  authorizing  consular  courts;  to  which  his  particular  attention  is 
directed.  The  foOowing  references  to  the  Laws  of-tke  United  States 
(Little  and  Brown's  edition)  may,  to  some  extent,  be  rendered  apf^icable 
in  administering  judicial  duties,  viz:  Vol.  I,  pages  23,  73,  404,  and  609; 
Vol.  II,  pages  89,  697;  Vol.  Ill,  pages  19,  643,  646j  Vol-  IV,  pages 
116, 197,  487,  603;  and  Vol.  V,  pages  321,  392,  616. 

As  no  provision  has  been  maote  by  Congress  to  pay  the  costs  in  cases 
where  the  United  States  as  a  party  mils  in  the  prosecution,  no  fees  can 
be  claimed  or  expected,  unless  provision  shall  hereafter  be  made  for  that 
object. 

Such  alterations  and  additions  will  hereafter  be  made  to  the  foregoing 
orders  and  regulations  as  may,  in  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  seem  proper, 
or  such  as  experience  may  suggest  to  the  commissioner  of  the  Umted 
States  in  China. 

JOHN  W.  DAVIS, 
United  States  Omtmissioner  to  China. 

Assented  to:  • 

PAUL  S.  FORBES, 

Ckmiul  U.  S.  A.,  Oanten. 

Ci^fTON,  China,  January  2, 1849. 
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APPENDIX. 

TABLES  OF  FEES  TO  BE  LEVIED  IN  THE  CONSULAR  COURTS. 

MatshaVs  fees. 

For  serving  any  writ^  warranty  attachment^  or  pther  compulsory 
process^  each  person        *-  -  -  -  -^2  00 

For  serving  summons        -  -  -  -  -  -    1  00 

For  returning  all  writs^  attachments^  warrants^  summons^  and  sub- 
poenas, each        -  -  -  -     ,      -  -  -        60 

For  each  bail  bond  -  -  -  -  -  -  -    1  00 

For  every  commitment  or  discharge  of  prisoner     - .  -  -    2  .00 

On  subpoenas  for  each  witness  summoned  -  -^         •  -        60 

For  returning  subpoena      -  ...  .  .  -        25 

For  each  day's  attendance  upon  court        -  -  -  -    3  00 

For  levying  execution        -  -  -  -  -  -150 

For  advertising  property  for  sale     -  -  -  ,-  -    2  00 

For  releasing  property  under  execution  by  order  of  plaintiff  -    3  00 

For  selling  property  under  execution,  where  the  amount  collected 
does  not  exceed  $1,000  -  -  -  -  -       6  per  cent. 

If  over  $1 ,000,  ahd  not  exceeding  $6,000  -  -       3  •*     « 

If  over  $6,000 2  ^*     " 

For  travelling  fees  in  serving  all  processes  •  -      *    15  cts.  per  mile. 

Clerk^s/ees. 

For  issuing  all  writs,  warrants,  attachments,  or  other  compulsory 
process    -     ^     .  -  -  -  -  -  •  $1  60 

For  executions        -  -  -  -  -  -  -100 

For  summons  and  subpcenas  .  •  •  .  .        60 

For  all  records.,  at  the  rate  of  for  each  hundred  words         -  >        20 

Fcur  filing  each  paper  upon  the  return  of  the  marshal,  and  all  other 
papers  filed  in  court        -  -  -  -  •  -        10 

Wiinessea^  fees. 

For  every  day's  attendance, at  court  -  -  •  •    I  60 

For  each  mile  travelled  in  going  to  and  returning  from  court        -        20 

Fbjbs  of  citizen  associates  of  the  court. 

For  each  day's  attendance  •  •  •  -  •  •    3  00 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


[72]  16 

FORM  OF  BLANKS  TO  BE  USED  IN  THE  CONSULAR  COURTS. 

No.  1 . —  bona  of  vxin'atit  on  a  criminal  charge. 

United  States  Consular  Court, 

y  China, ,  18 — . 

United  States  ) 

vs.  >  Charge  of  (sprcify.) 

CD.) 
To  (A.  B.,)  marshal  of  said  court: 

You  are  hereby  commanded  forthwith  to  bring  befi)re  me  the  body  of 
(C.  D.,)  if  found  within  this  consular  iurisdiction^  to  answer  upon  i 
charge  of  (here  insert  the  crime  with  which  c/iarged  ) 
And  of  this  writ  make  due  return. 

[l.  b.] ,  U.  S.  Consul. 


No.  2. — Fhrm  of  attachment. 

United  States  Consular  Court, 

— ' ,  C/iina^  - — : — ,  18 — . 

To  (A.  B.,)  marshal  of  said  court: 

You  are  hereby  commanded  to  attach  the  body  of  (C.  D.,)  if  fonnd 
within  this  consular  jurisdiction,  and  him  bring  before  this  court  to  answer 
a  contempt  by  hini  committed  in  not  obeying  the  subpoena  of  this  court 
to  appear  and  testify  for  the  plaintiff  (or  defendant)  in  the  case  of  (I.  C.) 
vs.  (D.  F.)    And  of  this  writ  make  due  return. 

[l.  s.]  ,  U.  S.  Consul. 


No.  3. — Form  of  bail  bond. 

United  States  Consular  Court, 

,  China, ,  18—. 

Be  it  remembered^  that  on  this  day  we,  the  undersigned,  jointly  and 
severally  acknowledge  ourselves  indebted  to  the  United  States  of  America 

in  the  penal  sum  of dollars;  for  the  payment  whereof  we  bind  our* 

selves,  our  heirs,  and  legal  representatives  firmly  by  these  presents. 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such,  that  whereas  (O.  P.,) 
one  of  the  undersigned,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  stands  charged 
before  this  court  with  (here  recite  the  crime  charged) :    Now,  if  the  said 

(O.  P.)  shall  be  and  appear  before  this  consular  court  on  the  — ■ day 

of ,  18 — ,  then  and  there  to  answer  to  the  said  charge,  and  not 

depart  the  court  without  leave,  then  and  in  that  case  this  obligation  to  be 
void,  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

(To  be  sig7ted  by  the  parties.) 
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N9.  4 — Fhrmofmtmaums. 

Unitbd  States  Consttlar  Court, 

,  Oana, ,  18—. 

An  actiMi  of  debt,  (or  for  damages,) 


TV)  (A.  B.,)  marshal  of  said  court: 

Yoti  are  hereby  oommanded  to  summon  (R.  R.,)  if  found  within  this 

coosular  jurisdiction,  to  be  and  appear  before  me  at o'clock  a.  m« 

<t*r  p,  m.)  on  the • —  day  of ,  to  answer  (J.  D.)  on  a  plea  of 

debt,  (or  d'^magesy)  wherein  the  amount  claimed  is  ■  dollars  and 

cents*    And  of  this  writ  make  due  return. 

[i-  8.J  — : — ,  U.  S.  Consul. 


I.  H.  ) 

OS.        V 

CD.   3 


No.  5. — Form  of  suhptBna. 

UjMiTEn  States  Consular  Court, 

,  Chiruiy  ,  18 — . 

Action  of  debt,  (or  for  damages.) 


TV)  (A.  B.,)  marshal  of  said  court: 

You  are  hereby  commanded'  to  summon  (J.  K.,  I.  B.,  and  O.  C.,)  if 
found  within  this  consular  jurisdiction,  to  be  and  appear  before  me  at 

oMock  a.  m.  (or  p.  uL)  on  the -• — day  of ,  18 — ,  to  give 

evidence  in  this  case  in  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  (or  defendant,)  And  of  this 
subpoena  make  due  return. 

[l.  a.]  ,  U.  S.  OonstU.  ' 

KoTE. — If  the  subpcBua  be  issued  in  a  criminal  case,  it  will  be  varied 
accordingly. 


JVb.  6. — Fnjn  of  an  appeal  hand. 

Enow  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  (O.  P.,)  of = — ,  am  held 

and  firmly  bound  to  (C.  D.,)  of  (the  same  place,)  in  the  penal  sum  of 
(here  insert  the  sum  probably  required  to  pay  costs  and  damages,)  for  the 
payment  whereof  I  hereby  bind  myself,  my  heirs  and  legal  representa- 
tives, firmly  by  these  presents. 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such,  that  whereas  the  above 

named  (C.  D^  did,  on  the day  of ,  18 — ,  obtain  judgment 

agautst  me  before  (P.  S.,)  consul  of  the  United  States  for  the  port  of , 

lor  the  sum  of dollars  cents,  upon  which  judgment  an 

appeal  has  this  day  been  granted  to  the  court  of  the  United  States  Com- 
missioner :  Now,  therefore,  if  the  undersigned  shall  appear  and  prosecute 
my  said  appeal,  and  answer  all  costs  and  damages  consequent  upon  the 
Ex.2. 
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affinnance  of  said  judgqaent  befojre  said  coinnii&3ioner;  then  and  in  tint 
case  the  above  bond  and  obligation  to  be  void;  otherwise  to  remain  in  full 
force  and  virtue. 

Witness  my  band  and  seal* 


Dated  at  • 


^  18—. 


B.  O.  1 

vs.      V 

D.  E.  > 


JVb.  7.— JFhrm  of  execution. 

Dnitbd  States  Consular  Court, 

,  Qiinay ,  18 — ^^ 

An  action  of  debt^  (er  for  damages.) 


To  (A.  B.y)  marshiJ  of  said  court: 

Whereas  (B.  C.,)  plaintiff  in  this  case,  did,  on  the day  of , 

obtain  judgrnent  before  me  against  the  said  (D.  E.)  for  the  sum  of 

dollars  and cents,  you  are  hereby  commanded  of  the  goods  and 

chattels  of  the  said  (D.  E.)  to  levy,  and  by  distress  and  sale  thereof  make 
the  said  sum.  And  of  this  writ,  with  the  nioney  mad^  thereon,  make 
due  return. 

[l.  s.]  ,  J7.  iS,  Constd. 


Ns.  8.—F&rm  ofsaihfcr  Christian  witness. 

You  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm  j  that  the  evidence  you  will  give  id 
this  case,  wherein  the  United  States  is  plaintiff,  and  (P.  T.)  is  defendant, 
fhall  be  the  truths  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  So  help 
you  God. 

Note. — In  civil  suits,  vary  the  above  foim  accovdingiy. 


No.  9. — F}n>m  of  suhnissisnfor  arUtraied  eases. 


A.  B.  ^ 

vs.      > 

C.  D.   > 


United  States  Consular  Court,. 

— ,  Odna, ,  18—. 


An  action  of  debt,  (or  for  damages.) 


We,  the  undersigned,  parties  in  this  case,  do  mutually  agree  to  submit 
tlie  arbitiation  ana  decision  thereof  to  (G.  H.,)  chosen  by  die  plaintiffr 
and  (I.  J.,)  chosen  by  the  defendant,  with  power  to  said  (G.  H.)  and  (k 
J.)  to  select  an  umpire;  and  we  further  agree  to' submit  to  the  awaixloi 
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said  arbitrators^  or  a  majority  of  them,  and  consent  that  their  said  award 
shall  be  final  when  returned  into  this  court;  and  we  authorize  the  consul 
to  render  judgment  thereon  in  accordance  with  the  award. 

A.  B. 
C.  D, 
Witness: 

,  U.  S.  Consul. 


Form  df  award. 


A.  B.  1 
0.  D.  3 


We,  the  undersigned,  arbitrators  chosen  in  this  case  in  accordance  with 
the  form  of  submission  presented  to  us,  after  hearing  the  testimony,  and 

careftillv  considering  the  same,  do  award dollars cents  in 

fcvoT.of -,  plaintiff,  {or  defendant.) 

(To  be  signed  by  the  arbUrators  agreeing  thereto.) 

Dated ,  18~, 
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Sist CoNcmEsg,  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Doc. 

1st  Session.  No.  73. 


REPORT 

VEOM 

:  THE  SECRETARY  OF  VAE, 

■MCLOStWO 

A  ftport  fr&fn  the  Oohnel  af  the  Typographical  Engineers,  with  a 
map  shewing  the  operations  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  Texas 
and  the  adjacent  Mexican  States  on  the  Rio  Qrande. 


September  7,  1850, 

Oriered  thai  the  jreport  be  printed  and  the  map  engraved,  and  that  3,500  additional  oopiefl  of  th« 
Ri«p  be  primed,  500  of  vhioh  for  the  Topographical  Bureau. 


War  Departmeitt,  Wabhinoton, 

Septeniher  6, 1850. 

Sm:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  of  Au- 
gust>  1848^  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  from  the  colonel 
of  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  with  a  map  "from  the  reconnais- 
sances and  surveys  of  the  topographical  engineers,  showing  the  operations  of 
Che  array  of  the  United  Stales  in  Texas  and  the  adjacent  Mexican  States  on 
the  Rio  Orande,^^  and  extended  so  as  to  embrace  that  portion  of  the  Uni- 
tiited  States  and  their  territories  lying  between  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Pacific.  The  military  memoirs  called  for  by  the  resolution  have  already 
been  communicated  to  Congress  under  subsequent  resolutions^  passed 
during  the  tinoe  occupied  in  4ie  preparation  of  the  map. 

Very  respeetfuDyi  your  obedient  servant,  * 

C.  M.  CONRAD, 
Searttary  of  War 
Hon.  William  R.  ILxtsq, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


BoRBikll  OP  TOPOGRAFHICAL  ENGINEERS, 

Washingtony  Sfrptember^y  I860- 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  map  of  the  United  States  and  their 
territories  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Pacific^  exhibiting  also  a  part 
of  Mexico. 

The  map  has  been  compiled  under  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
Sth  August,  1848^  As  all  the  surveys  and  memoirs  referred  to  in  that  res* 
olutiou  had  been  communicated,  or  were  in  preparation  for  being  commu- 
nicated, under  special  calis  in  reference  to  each,  and  which  were  antici- 
pated in  re&rence  to  each^  and  which  have  been  since  made  and  complied 
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vfixhp  it  was  undefstood  as  the  desire  of  the  honorable  mcfyer -of  the 
oludon  that  a  general  map  of  the  whole  should  be  coitipiled,  not  merdy 
of  the  lines  of  militarjr  operations  within  the  extent  of  eountiy  indicated, 
but  of  the  whole  country,  according  to  the  best  autliorities,  between  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Pacific,  and  of  such  parts  of  Mexico  which  came 
within  those  limits;  so  that  the  map  should  exhibit  in  one  conuecled 
view  the  whole  of  that  extensive  region,  aud  in  luxM>rdance  with  the  best 
authorities  which  could  be  obtained. 

In  conformity  with  these  considerations,  the  map  now  submitted  has 
been  compiled  •  It  has  been  a  work  of  great  labor,  from  tlie  difficulties 
in  procuring  authorities,  and  the  difficulties  in  recondliog  conflicting  au- 
thorities. I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  hereafter  improved,  or  that  it  wduld 
be  improved  if  longer  retained  in  the  ofice,  from  infermation  oeeasionoliy 
leceived. 

But  believing  it  to  be  the  best  map  extant  of  the  conntr]r  it  exhibits, 
and  the  best  which  can  be  compiled  from  information  now  in  possessioa 
of  this  office,  I  have  considered  it  proper  to  bring  the  work  to  a  close,  and 
to  send  the  map,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  as  it  now  is. 
RespectfuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
OoUmel  Carps  ThpograpMcal  JEngine^r^ 

Hon.  C.  M.  CoNRADy 

Secretary  of  Watt* 
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31stOoNaRBSf,  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Doc. 

1st  Sesgion.  f^'o,  74^ 


MESSAGE 

PEOM 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

TRANSMITTOre 

A  ropy  cf  the  constitution  adopted  by  the  ifiJiMtanis  of  New  Mexico^ 
together  with  a  digest  of  the  votes  for  and  against  it;  xiko^  a  letter  to  ihs 
hie  President  ^f  the  ifnited  States* 


September  9,  I860. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Septbmber  le,  186a 
Ordered  to  be  printed. 


7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

III  compljance  with  the  request  of  the  HonoTable  Manv^  Alvarez, 
acting  governor,  &c.,  I  have  the  honor  to  trausmit  to  the  Si-nate  herewith 
a  copy  of  the  constitution  recently  adopted  by  the  inbabitaota.  of  Neir 
Mexico^  together  with  a  digest  of  the  votes  for  and  against  it^- 

Congress  having  just  passed  a  bill  providing  a  territorial  govemment 
for  New  Ittexico,  I  do  not  deem  it  advisable  to  submit  any  recommenda- 
tion on  the  subject  of  a  State  govemment 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 
Washington,  September  9, 1860. 


Santa  Pe,  Jiify  16, 185». 
StR :  In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  section  11  of  the  schedule 
to  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  New  Mexico,  I  enclose  yon  a  copy  of 
said  constitution,  and  a  digest  of  the  votes  given  for  and  against  it^ 
with  a  request  that  you  will  lay  them  before  Congress  at  your  earliest 
eonvenience. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

MANUEL  ALVAREZ. 
General  Z.  Taylor, 

President  of  the  United  States. 
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Digest  of  the  votes  given  for  and  against  the  constitution  of  the  State  of 

New  Mexico, 


Forcheeon- 
ititution. 

A^inst  the 
constitutioii. 

In  the  county  of  Taos          -            -           -            . 
In  the  county  of  Rio  Arriba              ... 
In  the  county  of  San  Miguel           ... 
In  the  county  of  Santa  Anna 

In  the  county  of  Bernalillo  -            -            .            .. 
In  the  county  of  Valencia     •            -            -            - 
In  the  county  of  Santa  Fe  - 

1,339 

203 
1,146 
1,604 

2,008 
571 

35 

1 
1 
8 

Total    .... 

6,771 

39 

I,  Manuel  Alvarez,  acting  governor  of  the  State  of  New  Mexico,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  votes  given  for  and 
against  the  constitution. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  (there  being  no  great  seal  fi>r  the 
J.  -.  State,)  thii^  fifteenth  day  of  July,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and 
L  .    ®J    fifly,  in  the  city  of  Santa  Fe. 

MANUEL  ALVAREZ. 
By  the  governor: 

Lbwis  D.  Sheets^  Secretary  of  State. 


Cotistitution  of  the  State  of  New  Mexico. 

PREAMBLE. 

We,  the  people  of  New  Mexico,  in  order  to  establish  justice,  promote  the 
welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  pos- 
terity, acknowledging  with  grateful  hearts  the  gpodness  of  the  Sover- 
eign Ruler  of  the  Universe,  and  imploring  his  aid  and  direction  in  its 
accomplishment,  do  ordain  and  establish  the  following  constitution  or 
form  of  government,  and  do  mutually  agree  with  each  other  to  form 
ourselves  into  a  free  and  independent  State,  by  the  name  of  the  State 
of  New  Mexico,  with  the  following  limits  and  boundaries,  to  wit,  as 
follows: 

BOUNDARIES. 

Beginning  at  the  dam  in  the  Rio  del  Norte,  which  supplies  with  water 
the  ^^asequia,^*  or  irrigating  canal  of  the  town  of  El  Paso  del  Norte,  and 
running  thence  due  east  to  the  hundredth  parallel  west  from  Greenwich; 
thence  due  north  on  said  parallel  to  a  point  where  the  same  intersects 
the  river  Arkansas;  thence  up  the  middle  of  the  channel  of  said  river  to 
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its  source;  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  a  point  on  the  Rio  Colorado  of  Califor- 
nia where  the  same  is  intersected  by  the  one  hundred  and  eleventh  par- 
allel of  longitude  west  from  Greenwich;  thence  due  south  on  the  said 
parallel  of  longitude  to  a  point  on  the  Rio  Gila  intersected  by  the  same; 
thence  up  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  said  river  to  the  point 
which  may  be  designated  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to  establish  the 
line  between  the  United  States  and  the  republic  of  Mexico  as  the  point 
where  said  river  or  one  of  its  branches  shall  be  intersected  by  the  west- 
em  Une  of  New  Mexico;  thence  southerly  on  the  said  line,  as  the  same 
shall  be  established  by  the  commissioners,  to  the  angle  formed  by  the 
States  of  Chihuahua,  Sonora,  and  New  Mexico;  thence  easterly  on  the  line 
between  the  United  States  and  the  republic  of  Mexico,  as  it  shall  be  laid 
down  by  said  commissioners,  to  a  point  where  the  same  may  intersect 
the  Rio  del  Norte;  thence  down  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Article  1. — Declaraiion  of  rig/Us. 

Section  1,  AU  men  being  born  equally  free  and  independent,  and 
having  certain  natural,  inherent,  and  inalienable  rights,  amongst  which 
are  the  enjoying  and  defending  of  life  and  liberty,  the  acquirement,  pos- 
session, and  protection  of  property,'  and  the  pursuit  and  attainment  of 
happiness,  therefore,  no  mate  person  shall  be  held  by  law  to  serve  any 
person  as  a  servant,  slave,  or  apprentice,  after  he  arrives  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  nor  female,  in  like  manner,  after  she  arrives  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years,  unless  they  be  bound  by  their  own  consent  after  they 
arrive  at  such  age,  or  are  bound  by  law  for  pimishment  of  crime. 

2;  All  power  is  inherent  in  the  people;  all  free  governments  are  founded 
in  their  authority;  they  have  therefore  an  inalienable  and  indefeasible  right 
to  institute  government,  to  alter  and  reform,  or  to  totally  change  the  same, 
when  theit  safety  or  happiness  requires  it 

3.  All  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  right  to  worship  God  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences,  which  right  shall  never 
be  infringed;  and  no  preference  shall  ever  be  given  by  law  to  any  reli- 
gio«s  society,  mode  of  worship,  or  any  control  or  interference  with  the 
rights  of  conscience  be  permitted. 

4.  No  religions  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a  qualification  to  any  office 
of  public  trust  in  this  State;  nor  shall  the  civil  rights,  privileges  or  capaci- 
ties of  any  citizen  in  any  manner  be  diminished  or  enlarged  on  account 
of  his  religious  opinions,  except  as  is  in  this  constitution  hereinafter  pro- 
vided. 

6,  Every  person  may  fireely  speak,  write,  and  publish  his  sentiments 
on  all  subjects,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty. 

6.  No  law  shall  ever  be  passed  to  curtail  or  restrain  the  liberty  of  speech 
or  the  press. 

7.  The  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  pos- 
sessions, from  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures;  and  no  warrant  shall 
issue  without  describing  the  place  to  be  searched,  or  the  person  or  thins; 
to  be  seized,  as  nearly  as  may  be^  nor  without  probable  cause,  supportea 
by  oath  or  affirmation. 

8.  All  elections  shall  be  free  and  equal. 

9.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  inviolable,  except  that  the  legis- 
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lature  may  authorize  the  trial  of  ri vil  suits,  when  the  matter  in  dispole 
does  not  exceed  fif\y  dollars,  by  a  jury  of  six  persons* 

10.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  have  the  right  to  a 
speedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury,  to  be  informed  of  the  ac- 
cusation against  him,  to  be  conjfronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him^  to 
have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  iavor,  and  ,to  have 
the  assistance  of  counsel  in  his  defence. 

11.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  fi)r  a  criminal  offence  Bnle»  on 
the  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  except  in  cases  of  im- 
peachment, or  in  cases  cognizable  by  justice  of  the  peace,  or  in  the  anny, 
or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service,  or  in  time  of  war. 

12.  No  person  after  acquittal  shall  be  tried  for  the  same  offence;  and  all 
persons  shall  before  conviction  be  bailable  by  sufficient  seenriiies,  except 
for  capital  offences,  when  the  proof  is  evident  or  the  presumption  great; 
and  the  writ  o{  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended  unless  when,  in  case 
of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may  requite  it. 

13.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required ;  excessive  fines  shall  not  be 
imposed,  or  cruel  and  unjust  punishment  inflicted. 

14.  The  military  shall  be  subordinate  to  the  civil  power.  No  atandinff 
army  shall  be  kept  up  by  the  State  in  time  of  peace;  and  no  soldier  shall 
be  quartered  in  any  house  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time 
of  war,  except  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

15.  No  person  in  this  State,  except  such  as  are  employed  in  the  army  or 
navy  of  the  United  States,  or  militia  in  time  of  actual  service,  shall  be 
subject  to  corporeal  punishment  under  the  military  law. 

(6.  Every  citizen  shall  have  the  right  to  keeper  bear  arms  in  the  lawful 
defence  of  himself  or  the  State. 

17.  No  conviction  shall  work  corruption  of  blood  or  confiscation  of 
estate. 

18.  No  ex  post  facto  law,  retroactive  law,  or  any  law  impairing  the  ob- 
ligation of  contracts,  shall  be  made. 

19.  Emigration  from  this  State  shall  never  be  prohibited;  nor  ahaU  any 
citizen  ever  be  exiled  under  any  pretence  whatever. 

20.  No  distinction  shall  ever  be  made  by  laiw  between  resident  aliens 
an4  citizens  in  reference  to  the  possession,  enjoyment,  or  descent  of 
property. 

21.  The  people  have  the  right  freely  to  assemble  together  to  counsel 
for  the  common  good,  to  make  known  their  opinions  to  their  representar 
tives,  and  to  petition  for  redress  of  grievances. 

22.  No  power  of  suspending  laws  shall  be  exercised  except  by  the  legia- 
lature  or  its  authority. 

23.  This  enumeration  of  rights  shall  not  be  construed  to  impair  or  deny 
others  retained  by  the  people. 

Article  2. — Distribution  of  powers. 

Section  1.  The  powers  of  the  government  of  the  State  of  New  Mexico 
shall  be  divided  into  three  distinct  departments,  and  each  of  them  confided 
to  separate  bodies  of  magistracy,  to  wit:  those  which  are  legislative,  to 
one;  those  which  are  judicial,  to  another;and  those  which  are  execuiiYe,  to 
another. 
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2.  No  person ,  or'collection  of  persons,  being  of  one  of  these  departments, 
shall  exercise  any  power  properly  belonging  to  either  of  the  others,  (except 
in  those  instances  hereinafier  expressly  directed  or  permitted. 

Article  3. — Legislative  deparimetU. 

Section  1.  Thelegislative  powers  of  the  State  shall  be  vested  in  two  dis- 
tinct branches — one  to  be  styled  the  Senate,  the  other  the  House  of  Repre- 
.sentatives,  and  both  together  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  BJexico. 
The  style  of  all  laws  shall  be,  Bt  it  eTtacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  Mexico. 

2.  The  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  chosen  'by 
the  qualified  electors,  and  their  terra  of  office  shall  be  two  years  from 
the  day  of  their  general  election;  and  the  session  of  the  legislature  shall 
be  hdd  annually,  at  such  time  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

3.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative  unless  he  be  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  one  year  previous  to  his  election  a  citizen  of  this  State, 
and  six  months  of  the  county,  city,  or  town  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen, 
and  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 

4.  The  number  of  senators  shall  not  be  less  than  one-third  or  moiB 
than  one-half  of  the  representative  body. 

6.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  for  the  term 
6f  four  years,  and  shall  be  divided  by  lot  into  two  classes,  as  nearly  equal 
as  may  be.  The  seats  of  the  senators  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at 
the  expiration  of  the  first  two  years,  and  of  the  second  class  at  the  expi- 
ration of  four  years,  so  that  one-half  shall  be  chosen  bienially  thereafter; 
and'such  mode  of  classifying  new  additional  senators  shall  be  observed  as 
will,  as  nearly  as  possible,  preserve  an  equality'  of  number  in  each  class. 

6u  All  elections  by  the  people  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  places, 
aud  in  such  manner,  in  the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns,  as  may  be 
<ksigQated  by  law, 

7.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator  unless  he  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  two  years  next 
preceding  his  election,  and  the  last  year  thereof  a  resident  of  the  distric't 
tor  which  he  shall  have  been  chosen,  and  shall  have  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years. 

8.  Each  house  shall  choose  its  own  officers,  (except  when  (he  lieu- 
tenant governor  shall  preside  in  ^he  Senate,)  and  shall  judge  of  the  quali- 
fication and  election  of  its  own  members;  but  contested  elections  shall  be 
determined  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

9.  Two- thirds  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business; 
but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  compel  the 
attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner  and  under  such  penalties 
as  each  house  shall  prescribe. 

10.  Each  house  may,  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  its  members, 
for  any  good  cause,  expel  and  punish  members  for  disorderly  conduct; 
and  each  house  may  punish  by  imprisonment,  during  the  session,  any 
person  not  a  member  for  disrespectfiil  or  disorderly  conduct  in  its 
presence,  or  for  obstructing  any  of  its  proceedings,  and  may  publish  the 
aame,  or  any  part  thereof,  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  its  members. 

11.  The  yeas  auj  nays  of  either  house  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  four 
members  present,  be  entered  on  the  journal. 
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12.  When  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  either  honse^  the  goremor,  or  the 
person  exercising  the  power  of  governor^  shall  issue  a  writ  of  electi<m  to 
fill  such  vacancy. 

13.  The  doors  of  each  house  shall  be  kept  open,  except  on  such  occa- 
sions as  in  the  opinion  of  the  house  may  require  secrecy. 

14.  Neither  house  shall^  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for 
more  than  three  days^  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which  they 
may  be  sitting. 

15.  Bills  may  oirginate  in  either  house,  and  may  be  amended^  altered, 
or  rejected  by  the  other;  and  every  bill,  having  passed  both  houses^  shall 
be  signed  by  the  speaker  and  president  of  their  reflective  houses. 

16.  Every  bill  shall  be  read  on  three  different  days  in  each  bouse, 
unless^  in  Case  oi  urgency,  three-fourths  of  the  house  in  which  such  bill  is 
pending  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  dispense  with  this  rule. 

17.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  be 
was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  this  State  which  shaB 
have  been  created^  or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been  increased, 
during  such  time. 

18.  An  accurate  statement  of  the  receipts  and  enenditores  of  the  publk 
money  shall  be  attached  to,  and  published  with,  the  laws,  at  the  rising  ei 
each  session  of  the  legislature. 

19.  The  governor  and  all  other  civil  offi.cers  under  this  State  shall  be 
liable  to  impeachment  for  any  misdemeanor  in  office;  but  judgment  in 
such  cases  shall  not  extend  further  than  removal  from  office,  and  disqual- 
ification to  hold  any  office  of  honor,  {xrofit,  or  trust  under  this  State. 
The  party,  whether  convicted  or  acquitted,  shall,  nevertheless,  be  liable 
to  inaictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punishment,  according  to  law. 

20.  No  judge  of  any  court  of  record  in  this  State,  secretary  of  State, 
attorney  general,  clerk  of  any  court  of  record,  sheriffs  or  collectors  of 
public  moneys,  or  persons  holding  any  office  under  the  United  States, 
shall  have  a  seat  in  any  legislature  of  this  State. 

21.  Every  person  who  shall  be  chosen  or  appointed  to  any  office  of 
trust  or  profit  shall,  before  entering  on  the  duties  thereof,  take  an  oath  to 
support  the  constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  the  constitution  of  thisState^ 
and  to  faithfiilly  discharge  the  duties  of  bis  office. 

22.  The  legislature  shall  have  full  power  to  exclude  from  the  privilege 
of  electing,  or  of  being  elected,  any  person  convicted  of  hribery,  perjury, 
or  other  in&mous  crime. 

23.  In  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one,  and  every 
tenth  year  thereafter,  an  enumeration  of  all  the  inhabitants  oi  this  State 
shall  be  made,  in  such  manner  as  prescribed  by  law. 

24.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  impeach- 
ing; but  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  must  concur  in  an  impeach^ 
ment 

25.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate;  and,  when  sitting 
for  that  purpose,  the  senators  shall  be  upon  oath  oraffijrmationto  do  justice, 
according  to  law. 

26.  No  officer  shall  exercise  his  office,  after  he  shall  have  been  im- 
peached, until  after  his  acquittal.  And  the  impeachment  of  such  officer  shall 
not  be  carried  to  conviction  without  the  consent  oi  two- thirds  of  the  sen- 
ators. 
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Article  4. — Of  the  executive. 


SjsdTioN  1 .  The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  governor,  who  shall 
hold  his  office  for  four  years^  and  a  lieutenant  governor,  who  shall  be 
elected  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  term. 

2.  No  person  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  qualified 
elector,  and  who  shall  not  have  resided  in  the  State  for  three  years  next 
preceding  his  election,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  governor  or  liea- 
Cenant  governor. 

3.  The  governor  and  lieutenant  governor  shall  be  elected  by  the  qual- 
ified electors  of  the  State,  at  the  time  and  places  of  choosing  members  of 
Che  legislature.  The  persons  respectively  having  the  highest  number  of 
votes  for  governor  and  lieutenant  governor  shall  be  elected;  but  in  case 
two  or  more  shall  have  an  equal  and  the  highest  number  of  votes  for 
governor  (x  lieutenant  governor,  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature,  at  its 
next  annual  session,  shall  forthwith,  by  joint  ballot,  choose  one  of  the 
persons  so  having  an  equal  and  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  governor 
or  lieutenant  governor.  The  returns  o{  election  for  governor  shall  be 
made  as  provided  by  law. 

4.  The  governor  shall  be  commander4n-chief  of  the  military  forces  of 
the  State.  He  shall  have  power  to  convene  the  legislature  on  extraordi- 
nary occasions,  and,  in  case  of  invasion,  or  danger  from  the  prevalence  of 
contagious  disease  at  the  seat  of  government,  he  may  convene  them  at 
any  other  suitable  place  within  the  State.  He  shall  communicate  to  the 
le^slature,  at  every  session,  the  condition  of  the  State,  and  recommend 
such  matters  to  them  for  their  consideration  as  he  may  deem  expedient. 
He  shall  transact  all  necessary  business  with  the  officers,  civil  and  military, 
of  the  government.  He  shall  expedite  all  such  measures  as  may  be  re- 
solved upon  by  the  legislature,  and  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  are 
faithfully  executed. 

5.  When  any  office  shall  from  any  cause  become  vacant,  and  no  mode 
is  provided  by  the  constitution  for  filling  such  vacancy,  the  governor  shall 
have  power  to  fill  such  vacancy,  by  granting  a  commission,  which  shall 
expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  legislature^  or  at  the  next 
election  by  the  people. 

6  In  case  of^disagteement  between  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature 
as  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  the  governor  shall  have  power  to  adjourn 
the  legislature  to  such  time  as  he  may  think  proper,  provided  it  be  not 
beyond  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  the  meeting  of  the  next  legislature. 

7.  No  person  shall,  while  holding  any  other  office  under  the  United 
States,  or  under  this  State,  execute  the  office  of  governor,  except  as 
hereinafter  expressly  provided . 

8.  The  governor  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  services  a  com- 

E»ns«ition,  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  during  the  time 
r  which  he  shall  have  been  elected;  and  the  salary  of  the  governor  shall 
never  be  less  than  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

9.  The  lieutenant  governor  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  President 
of  the  Senate,  and  have  aright,  when  in  committee  of  the  whole,  to  debate 
and  vote  on  all  subjects,  and,  whenever  the  Senate  are  equally  divided,  to 
give  the  casting  vote.  And  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  removal  from 
office,  inability  or  refusal  of  the  governor  to  serve,  or  of  his  impeachment, 
4>r  absence  ftom  the  State,  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  exercise  the  powers 
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and  authority  appertaining  to  the  govBinor  until  an€ither  be  chosen  at  the 
regular  election  for  governor,  and  be  duly  qualified,  or  until  the  governor 
impeached,  absent,  or  disabled)  shall  be  acquitted^  return,  or  his  disabiiiiy 
1^  renooved. 

10.  Whenever  the  government  shall  be  administered  by  the  lientena&t 
•governor,  or  he  shall  be  unable  to  attend  as  president  of  the  Senate,  the 
Senate  shall  elect  one  of  its  own  members  as  president  for  the  time  being; 
«nd  if,  during  the  vacancy  ofthe  office  of  governor,  the  Ifeutenant  governor 
shall  die,  resign,  refuse  to  serve,  or  be  removed  from  office,  or  be  unable  to 
serve,  or  if'he  shall  be  impeached,  or  be  absent  from  the  SteUe,  the  president 
sfcsr  the  time  being  of  the  Senate  shall  in  like  manner  administer  the  govera- 
ment  until  he  shall  be  superseded  by  a  governor  or  lieutenant  governor. 

11.  The  lieutenant  governor  shall,  while  he  acts  as  president  of  the 
.Senate,  receive  for  his  services  double  the  compensation  which  shall  be 
idUowed  to  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  no  mote. 

12.  The  lieutenant  governor,  or  president /or  the  time  beinff  of  the 
Senate,  shall,  during  the  time  he  administers  the  government  as  governor, 
^leceive  the  same  compensation  which  the  governor  would  have  received 
had  he  been  employed  in  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  no  more.  If  the 
lieutenant  governor  shall  be  administertng  the  government,  and  shall,  while 
in  such  administration,  die,  resign,  or  be  absent  irom  the  State,  during 
-the  recess  of  the  legislature,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  >secfetary  of  Stale 
10  convene  the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  president  far  the  time 
ieing, 

'  13.  I'here  shall  be  a  seal  of  the  State,  which  shall  be  kept  by  the  gov- 
ernor and  used  by  him  officially. 

14.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
State  of  New  Mexico,  be  sealed  with  the  State  seal,  signed  by  the  gov- 
(firxior,  and  attested  by  the  secretary  of  State. 

15.  There  shall  be  a  secretary  of  State,  who  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
;goverrior,  and  appointed  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  legisla- 
iture,  in  joint  ballot,  and  shall  continue  in  office  during  the  t^rm  of  service  of 
<be  governor  elect.  He  shall  keep  a  fair  register  of  all  official  acts  and  pnv 
.oaedings  of  the  governor,  and  shall,  when  required,  lay  the  same,  and  all 
papers,  minutes,  and  vouchers  relative  thereto,  before  the  legislature,  or 
(either  house  thereof;  and  shall  perform  sudh  other  duties  as  may  be  le- 
ifuired  of  him  by  law. 

16.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  houses  of  the  legislature 
shall  be  presented  to  the  governor.  If  he  approve  it,  he  shall  sign  it;  but  if 
notj  he  shiiil  return  it,  witli  his  objections,  to  the  house  in'whtch  it  shall 
have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  lai^e  upon  the  journal, 
and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If,  after  such  reconsideration,  three-fifths  of 
the  members  elected  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  with  the 
objections,  to  the  other  house,  by  which  house  it  shall  likeTVise  be  recon* 
sidered.  If  passed  by  three-fifths  of  the  members  elected  of  that  house, 
it  shall  become  a  law;  but  in  such  cases  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be 
determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  members  votiitg  for  or 
against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  house  respectively. 
If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  governor  within  four  days  (Sun- 
days excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a 
law  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it;  unless  the  legislature,  by  itsad- 
jpucnnoent  before  the  expiration  <rf  the  aforesaid  four  days^  shall  fender  a 
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Tetum  within  that  time  impvaeticatbte,  in  which  case^  if  not  returned  with- 
in two  days  after  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature^  after  the  expiration 
of  the  said  four  days  it  shall  be  a  law. 

17.  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence  of  both 
houses  of  the  legislature  may  be  necessary,  except  on  questions  of  adjouin- 
ment^  shall  be  presented  to  the  governor,  and,  before  it  shall  take  effect,  be 
iapproved  by  him,  or,  being  disapproved,  shall  be  repassed  by  the  two 
houses,  according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  fxrescribed  in  case  Of  a  bill. 

18.  The  governor  shall  have  power  to  femit  fines  and  forfeitures,  and, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  or  a  ma^ 
jority  thereof,  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  in  all  caseS;  except  cases  of 
impeachmient. 

19.  He  may  require  information  in  writing,  from  the  officers  of  the 
executive  departments,  relative  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

20.  A  state  treasurer,  and  a  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor,  with  the  cosent  of  both  houses  of  the  legisla- 
ture, for  the  period  of  four  years;  but,  in  case  of  vacancy  in  either  of  said 
offices  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled 
•by  the  governor,  which  appointment  shall  continue  undl  action  thereon 
is  had  by  the  next  legislature. 

21.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  governor  or  lieutenant 
governor  for  more  than  two  terms  out  of  three. 

Article  6. — Judicial  department. 

Section  1.  The  judicial  power,  as  to  all  matters  o{  law  and  equity, 
rshalt  be  vested  in  one  supreme  court,  and  in  such  other  inferior  courts  as 
the  legislature  may  from  time  to  time  establish . 

2.  The  supreme  court  shall  consist  of  a  chief  justice  and  three  asso* 
•eiate  justices. 

8.  The  supreme  court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  only;  and  in  no 
case  shall  a  trial  by  jury  be  allowed  in  this  court.  It  shall  have  a  general 
superintending  control  over  all  inferior  courts.  It  shall  have  power  to 
ossue  xvrits  of  habeas  eorptis^  mandamus^  quo  tcarraato,  certiorari,  and 
other  original  and  remedial  writs,  and  to  hear  and  determine  the  same. 

4.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  three  circuits,  until  the  first  general 
enumeration  of  all  its  inhabitants  shall  have  been  made,  or  the  legislature 
Jthall  otherwise  direct,  as  follows:  The  counties  of  Bernalillo  and  Yalen- 
-cia  shall  compose  the  southern  circuit;  the  counties  of  Santa  Anna,  Santa 
'Fe,  and  San  Miguel,  the  central  circuit;  and  the  counties  of  Taos  and  Rio 
Arriba,  the  nortnetn  circuit.  In  each  county  of  each  circuit,  a  circuit 
court  shall  be  held  not  less  than  three  times  in  each  year.  In  each  cir- 
icuit,  one  of  the  associate  justices  of  the  supreme  court  shall  be  the  judge 
thereof. 

5.  After  the  first  enumeration  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  in  the 
year  1851,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law,  the  legislature 
«hall  divide  the  State  into  four  circuits,  in  each  of  which  one  of  the  four 

1'udges  of  the  supreme  court  shall  be  appointed  to  hold  circuit  court  not 
ess  than  four  times  in  each  year  in  each  county. 

6.  The  jurisdiction  of  said  circuit  courts  shall  be  prescribed  by  law,  and 
the  times  and  places  of  holding  the  same. 

.  7«  No  judge  of  the  supreme  court  shall  sit  as  a  judge  of  the  same  upon 
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the  hearing  and  determinalion  of  any  cause  oa  which  he^  as  a  circnit 

judge,  has  sat  on  its  final  determinatiop. 

8.  The  jud^s  of  the  supreme  court  may  be  removed  from  office^  fo 
any  cause  which  is  not  sufficient  ground  for  impeachment,  on  the  ad- 
dress of  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  both  houses. 

9.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  shall  be  appointed  by  the  govemof, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  in  joint  bal- 
lot and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  six  years,  and  until  their 
successors  be  duly  nominated  and  qualified. 

10.  On  the  trial  of  any  cause  brought  up  by  appeal  from  a  circuit  eouit, 
three  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  neither  of  whom  shall  have 
sat  as  judge  on  the  final  determination  of  the  case  in  the  circuit  couit, 
shall  constitute  a  quorum;  and  in  all  other  cases  three  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court  shall  be  necessary  fer  a  quorum. 

11.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  ap- 
point the  clerks  of  the  supreme .  court.  The  judges  of  the  circuit  couiti 
shall  respectively  appoint  their  own  clerks. 

12.  All  processes,  writs,  and  proceedings,  shall  be  carried  on  by  the 
^^  name  and  authority  of  the  State  of  New  Mexico,"  and  shall  conclude 
iu  the  words  ^'  against  the  peace  smd  dignity  of  the  same." 

13.  A  competent  number  of  justices  of  the  peace  shall  be  elected  by 
the  people  in  each  county,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  may  direct, 
whose  term  of  office,  powers,  and  duties,  shall  be  regulated  and  defined 
by  law. 

14.  All  judicial  officers,  whether  elected  or  appointed,  shall  be  comis- 
sioned  by  the  governor. 

15.  Prosecuting  attorneys  for  the  State,  in  the  several  circuit  coiuts, 
shall  be  elected  by  both  houses  of  the  legislature  in  joint  ballot,  and  com- 
naissioned  by  the  governor. 

16.  An  attorney  general  shall  be  appointed  by  both  houses  of  the  legis- 
lature in  joint  ballot,  and  commissioned  by  the  governor.  His  duties  and 
term  of  office,  as  attorney  general  and  prosecutuig  attorney,  shall  be  xeg* 
ulated  by  law. 

17.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  shall 
be  conservators  of  the  peace  throughout  the  State. 

18.  The  times  and  places  of  holding  the  supreme  court  shall  be  regu- 
lated and  defined  by  law. 

19.  The  legislature  shall  pass  laws  for  the  establishment  and  regulation 
of  tribunals  of  conciliation,  defining  their  powers  and  duties.  Such  tri- 
bunals shall  have  power  to  render  judgment,  to  be  obligatory  on  the  par- 
ties, when  they  shall  voluntarily  submit  their  matter  in  difference  to  aurbi- 
tration,  and  agree  to  abide  the  judgment,  .or  assent  thereto,  in  writing. 

20.  The  legislature  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  sneedy  publication  of 
all  statute  laws  and  judicial  decisions  made  within  the  State,  as  may  bt 
deemed  expedient. 

21.  Sheriffs  and  constables  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  of 
each  of  the  counties,  whose  term  of  office  and  duties  shall  be  regulated 
and  defined  by  law. 

Article  6. — MUUia. 

Section  1 .  The  militia  of  this  State  shall  be  composed  of  able-bodied  male 
citizens,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty  years,  except  such  as  xpay 
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hereafter  be  exempted  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State, 
and  Bhall  be  armed,  equipped,  and  trained,  as  the  legislature  may  provide 
by  law. 

2.  No  person  or  persons  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  bearing  arms 
shall  be  compelled  to  do  militia  duty  in  time  of  peace;  provided  such 
person  or  persons  shall  pay  an  equivalent  for  such  exemption,  iti  the  same 
manner  as  other  citizens.  All  commissioned  officers,  staff  officers  except- 
ed, shall  be  elect^  by  the  persons  liable  to  perform  military  duty,  and 
shall  be  commissioned  by  the  governor.     No  minister  of  the  gospel  or 

Sriest  of  any  denomination  whatever  shall  be  required  to  perform  military 
uty,  work  on  roads,  or  serve  on  juries. 

3.  The  governor  shall  have  power  to  call  out  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  State,  to  repress  insurrections,  and  to  repel  invasions. 

Article  7. — Education. 

SECTION  1.  A  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  being  essential  to  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
legislature  of  this  State  to  make  suitable  provisions  for  the  support  an.d 
maintebailce  of  public  schools. 

2.  The  legislature  shall,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  establish  free 
schools  throughout  the  State,  and  shall  furnish  means  for  their  support 
by  taxation;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  leeislature  to  set  apart  not  less 
than  one-twelfth  of  the  annual  revenue  of  the  State  derived  from  taxation 
as  a  perpetual  fund,  which  fund  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  support  of  free 
public  schools;  and  no  law  shall  be  made  diverting  said  fund  to  any  other 
use. 

3.  The  supervision  of  public  instruction  shall  be  vested  in  a  StAte  su- 
perintendent, and  such  other  officers  as  the  legislature  may  direct,  the 
powers  and  duties  of  which  officers  shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  The 
secretary  of  State  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  the  Stale  superintend- 
ent, for  which  he  shall  receive  no  extra  compensation  under  any  pretence 
whatever. 

Article  8. — iSkjlPrage. 

Section  1.  Every  male  person  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or  up- 
wards, (Africans  or  the  descendants  of  Africans  and  uncivilized  Indians  ex- 
cepted,) belonging  to  either  of  the  following  classes^  and  who  shall  have  re- 
sided in  this  State  for  six  months  next  preceding  any  election,  shall  be  a 
qualified  elector  at  such  election. 

Firs*.  Citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  in  this  State. 

Second.  Persons  who  elected  to  remain  citizens  of  the  republic  of  Mexico, 
according  to  article  eight  of  the  treaty  of  peace  made  and  concluded  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  North  America  and  the  republic  of  Mexico  at 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  and  ratified  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the 
thirtieth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1848,  and  who  shall  have  taken,  at  least  six 
months  preceding  any  election,  before  some  judge  of  the  supreme  court 
in  this  State,  or  before  a  clerk  of  any  court  of  record  in  this  State,  an  oath 
renouncing  and  abjuring  all  allegiance  or  fealty  to  the  government  of  the 
republic  of  Mexico,  and  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  of  this  State. 

Third.  Persons  of  foreign  birth,  not  referred  to  in  the  two  preceding 
clauses^  who  shall  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  citizens  of  the 
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United  States,  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  on  the  sabject 
of  natiirlizatroni 

2.  No  soldier  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
in  this  State. 

Article  9. — Generat provisions. 

Section.  1 .  Members  of  the  legislature,'  and  all  other  officers,  before  thqr 
enter  on  the  dndes  of  their  offices,  shall  take  an  oath  to  support  the  ctinsti- 
tiUionof  the  United  States  and  of  thisState,andfaithfully  and  impartially  to 
discharge  and  perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  upon  them  as  such  officers, 
according  to  the  best  of  their  ability  and  judgment. 

2.  Treason  against  the  State  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war  against 
it,  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies — giving  them  aid  and  comfort;  and  no 
person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason  unless  on  the  testiipohy  of  two  ivit- 
nesees  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  his  own  confession  in  open  court. 

3.  The  lollowing  officers  shall  never  be  allowed  less  than  the  following 
•salaries  per  annum  for  their  services:  The  governor,  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars;  the  secretary  ol  State,  twelve  hundred  dollars;  treasurer,  six 
hundred  dollars;  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  six  hundred  dollars;  attor- 
ney general,  six  hundred  dollars,  and  such  fees  as  may  be  allowed  by  law; 
chiefjustice,  eighteen  hundred  dollars;  associate  justices,  fifteen  huadred 
dollars  each:  and  the  legislature  shall  provide  bylaw  for  the  compensation 
of  all  officers,  servants,  agents^  and  public  contractors,  not  provided  for  by 
this  constitution. 

The  members  of  both  houses  shall  receive  three  dollars  foz  each  day's 
aftenaance  during  any  session  of  the  legislature,  and  ten  cents  for  each 
mile,  coming  and  returning,  from  the  seat  of  government.  The  speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  receive  four  dollars  per  day,  and  the 
•president  of  the  Senate  eight  dollars  per  day. 

4.  All  civil  officers  shall  reside  within  the  Sttite,  and  all  district  or 
county  officers  within  their  district  or  county,  and  shall  keep  their 
offices  at  such  places  therein  as  may  be  lequhied  by  law. 

6.  Absence  on  the  business  of  the  State,  or  of  the  United  States, 
ishatl  hot  forfeit  a  residence  once  obtained,  so  as  to  deprive  any  one  of  the 
right  of  suffrage,  or  of  being  elected  or  appointed  to  any  office,  under  the 
exceptions  contained  in  this  constitution. 

6.  Within  five  years  after  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  the  laws, 
civil  and  criminal,  shall  be  revised,  digested,  arranged,  and  published, 
in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  shall  direct;  and  a  like  revision,  digest, 
and  publication  shall  be  made  every  five  years  thereafter. 

7.  All  revenue  shall  be  raised  by  taxation,  to  he  fixed  by  law.  No 
other  or  greater  amount  of  revenue  shall,  at  any  time,  be  levied  than  is 
required  for  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  government,  unless  by  a  con- 
currence of  two-thirds  of  both  houses  of  the  iegislatufe. 

8.  The  legislature  shall  have  power  to  lay  an  income  tax,  to  tax  all 
persons  pursuing  any  trade,  occupation,  or  profession;  provided  that  tlie 
term  occupation  shall  not  be  construed  to  apply  to  pursuits  either  agricul- 
tural or  mechanical.  Corporations  shall  not  be  created  in  this  State  by 
special  laws,  except  for  municipal  purposes;  but  the  legislature  may  pro- 
vide, by  general'  laws,  for  the  organization  of  all  other  corporations,  as 
hereinafter  provided. 
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9.  The  legislature  shall  not  hare  power  to  create,  authorize,  or  incor- 
porate, by  any  general  or  special  law,  any  bank  or  banking  privilege  or 
power,  or  any  institution  or  corporation  having  any  banking  privilege  or 
power  whatever,  except  as  provided  in  the  section  following. 

10.  The  legislature  may  submit  to  the  voters  of  any  general  election 
the  question  of  bank  or  no  bank,  and  if,  at  any  such  election,  a  number 
of  votes  equal  to  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  at  such  election  on  that 
question  shall  be  in  favor  of  banks,  then  the  legislature  shall  have  power 
to  pass  a  general  banking  law,  with  such  restrictions,  and  under  such 
regulations,  as  they  may  ideem  expedient  for  the  safety  of  the  bill-holders. 

11.  The  credit  of  the  State  shall  never  be  loaned  for  the  benefit  of  any 
individual,  corporation,  or  association. 

12.  No  divorce  from  the  bon^^s  of  matrimony  shall  ever  be  granted, 
except  by  special  act  of  the  legislature. 

13.  The  legislature  shaH  at  the  first  session  thereof,  and  may  at  any 
subsequent  session,  establish  new  counties,  for  the  Convenience  of  the 
inhabitants  of  such  new  county  or  counties,  or  district. 

14.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  pursuance  of 
appropriations  made  by  law. 

16.  The  governor,  secretary  of  State,  attorney  general,  and  comptroller 
of  public  accounts,  shall  keep  their  offices  at  the  seat  of  government. 

16.  After  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  when- 
ever two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  the  legislature  shall  think  it 
necessary  to  amend  or  change  this  constitution,  they  shall. recommend  to 
the  electors,  at  the  next  election  for  members  of  the  legislature,  to  vote 
for  or  against  a  convention ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  a  majority  of  the 
citizens  of  the  State  voting  for  representatives  have  voted  for  a  cou- 
vention,  the  legislature  shall,  at  its  next  session,  call  a  convention,  to 
consist  of  as  many  members  as  there  may  be  in  the  legislature,  to  be 
chosen  in  the  same  manner,  at  the  same  places,  and  by  the  same  electors 
that  chose  the  legislature,  who  shall  meet,  within  two  months  after  the 
said  election,  for.  the  purpose  of  revising,  amending,  or  changing  the  con- 
stitution. 

17. ,  Until  a  census  of  the  people  of  this  State  shall  have  been  taken,  or 
until  the  legislature  shall  otherwise  direct,  and  the  divisions  shall  be 
otherwise  arranged  by  law,  there  shall  be  the  following  representation  in 
the  legislature  of  this  State  :  To  the  House  of  Representatives,  from  the 
county  of  Valencia,  there  shall  be  five  members;  from  the  county  of 
Bernalille,  two  members;  from  the  county  of  Santa  Anna,  two  menabers; 
from  the  county  of  Santa  Fe,  three  members;  from  the  county  of  San 
Miguel  del  Bado,  three  members;  from  the  county  of  Rio  Arriba,  three 
members;  from  the  county  of  Taos,  three  members.  In  the  Senate,  from 
the  southern  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Valencia  and  Bernalillo, 
there  shall  be  two  members;  from  the  central  district,  composed  of  the 
counties  of  San  Miguel  del  Bado,  Santa  Fe,and  Santa  Anna,  there  shall  be 
three  members;  from  the  northern  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Taos  and  Rio  Arriba,  there  shall  be  two  members. 

18.  The  members  of  either  of  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature  shall  be 
free  from  arrest,  except  for  breach  of  the  pee^ce  or  felony,  during  the  time 
the  same  shall  be  in  session,  and  during  the  ten  days  next  preceding  and 
after  such  session. 

19.  In  the  first  election  to  fill  offices  under  this  constitution,  any  person 
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who  is  a  chizen  of  the  United  States,  or  any  person  who  is  qualified  to 
vote  under  the  same,  shall  be  eligible  to  sUch  offices,  anything  ia  this 
constitution  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

20.  The  seat  of  government  for  this  State  shall  be  at  Santa  Fe,  until  it 
shall  be  permanently  located  by  the  legislature. 

21 .  The  legislature  shall  declare  by  law  what  parts  of  the  common  and 
what  parts  of  the  civil  law,  not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution,  shall 
be  in  force  in  this  State. 

22.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to  provide  for  the  organization 
of  cities  and  corporated  villages,  and  to  limit  the  power  of  taxation,  assess- 
ment, borrowing  money,  and  contracting  debts,  by  such  municipal  cor- 
porations. 

SCHEDULE. 

Section  1.  That  no  inconvenience  may  arise  in  the  change  from  a  territo- 
rial to  a  State  government,  it  is  declared  that  all  writs,  actions,  prosecutions, 
contracts,  claims,  and  rights,  shall  continue  as  if  no  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  government;  and  all  processes  which  may,  before  the  organ- 
ization of  the  judicial  department  under  this  constitution,  be  issued  un- 
der the  Tenitory  of  New  Mexico,  shall  be  valid  as  if  issued  in  the  name  of 
the  State. 

2.  All  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  accruing  to  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico  shall  accrue  to  the  use  of  the  State. 

3.  Recognizances  heretofore  taken,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  taken, 
and  before  the  organization  of  the  judicial  department  under  this  consti- 
tution, shall  remain  valid,  and  shall  pass  to  and  be  prosecuted  in  the 
name  of  the  Statfe;  and  all  bonds  executed  to  the  Territory,  or  to  any  officer 
in  his  official  capacity,  sh^U  be  passed  over  to  the  governor,  or  the  proper 
State  officer,  or  to  their  successors  in  office,  for  the  uses  therein  respec- 
tively expressed,  and  be  sued  for  and  recovered  accordingly.  All  estates 
or  property,  real,  personal,  or  mi^^ed,  all  judgments,  honas^  specialities, 
choses  in  action,  and  debts  or  claims  of  whatsoever  description,  of  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico,  shall  accrue  to  and  be  vested  in  the  State  of 
New  Mexico,  and  may  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent,  by  the  State  of  New  Mexico,  as  the  same  could 
have  been  done  by  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico. 

4.  All  criminal  prosecutions  and  penal  action  which  may  have  arisen, 
or  which  may  arise,  before  the  change  fi'om  a  territorial  to  a  State  govern- 
ment, and  which  shall  then  be  pending,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  judgment 
and  execution  in  the  name  of  the  State. 

6.  All  offences  committed  against  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico,  before  the  change  fi*om  a  territorisd  to  a  State  government,  and 
which  shall  not  have  been  prosecuted  before  such  change,  may  be  pros- 
ecuted in  the  name  of  the  State  of  New  Mexico,  with  like  effect  as  though 
such  change  had  not  taken  place;  and  all  penalties  incurred  shall  remain 
the  same  as  if  this  constitution  had  not  been  adopted. 

6.  All  laws  heretofore  in  force  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  shall  be 
and  remain  in  force  until  otherwise  provided  by  law.  All  actions  at  law, 
and  suits  in  equity,  which  may  be  pending  in  any  of  the  courts  in  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico  at  the  time  of  the  change  from  a  territorial 
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to  a  State  government,  may  be  continued  and  transferred  to  any  court 
of  the  State  which  shall  have  jurisdiction  of  )he  subject  matter  .ther^f. 

7.  All  civil  officers  now  holding  their  office  under  the  United  States 
or  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  shall  cohtinue  to  hold  and  exercise  their 
respective  offices  until  they  shall  be  superseded  under  this  constitution 
of  the  State  of  New  Mexico . 

8.  The  governor  of  the  State  shall  make  use  of  his  private  seal  until  a 
State  seal  shall  be  provided. 

9.  The  first  session  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Mexico  shall 
be  held  at  the  city  of  Santa  Fe,  and  shall  commence  on  the  first  day  ot 
July,  1860. 

10.  The  military  and  civil  governor  of  the  Territory  shall  be  requested, 
immediately  on  the  adjournment  of  this  convention,  to  issue  writs  of  elec- 
tion to  the  prefects  of  the  several  counties,  requiring  them  to  cause  an 
election  to  be  held  on  the  twentieth  <^ay  of  June,  1850 — ^the  electors  to  vote 
for  or  against  this  constitution,  for  a  governor  and  lieutenant  governor, 
a  representative  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives to  the  legislature  J  and  the  returns  of  such  election  shall  be  made 
to  the  prefects,  who,  together  with  the  prefects'  clerks,  shall  count  the 
votes  given,  and  certificates  of  election  shall  be  given  by  them  to  such 
persons  as  shall  have  received  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  members 
of  the  legislature.  The  prefects  of  the  several  counties  shall  forward  correct 
returns,  under  their  hands,  of  all  the  votes  given  in  their  respective  coun- 
ties, lor  governor  and  lieutenant  governor  and  representative  to  Congress, 
and  votes  for  and  against  this  constitution,  to  the  present  secretiary  of  the 
Territory,  at  Santa  Fe,  who,  when  the  legislature  shall  convene,  shall  Iw 
such  returns  before  them,  on  the  first  day  of  their  session,  so  soon  as  bom 
houses  shall  be  organized;  and  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
lives  and  the  president  jetto  tempore  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the  presence 
of  both  houses,  examine  theoretums,  and  declare  who  are  elected  to  fill 
those.offices,  and. the  votes  for  and  against  this  constitution.  If  any  two 
or  more  persons  shall  have  an,  equal  and  higher  number  of  votes  than  any 
other  person  or  persons,  the  legislature  shidl  determine  the  election  in  the 
manner  herein hefore  provided. 

11.  The  returns  of  the  electors  for  or  against  this  constitution  shall  be 
certified  to  by  tlie  governor  elect,  or  the  lieutenant  governor  acting  as 
such,  who  shall  despatch  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  within  thirty  days^  from  the  day  of  election.  In  all  other  respects, 
the  election  shall  be  conducted  according  to  the  existing  laws  of  this 
Territory. 

12.  It  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  made  the  duty  of  the  governor,  or  lieu- 
tenant governor  acting  as  such,  if  it  appears  from  the  return  of  the  votes 
tor  and  against  this  constitution  that  it  has  been  adopted  by  the  people^ 
immediately  to  cause  a  fair  copy  of  the  same,  together  with  a  feir  digest 
of  the  votes  given  for  and  against  the  constitution,  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
I^resident  of  the  United  States,  to  be  laid  before  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

13.  The  oaths  of  office  hereinbefore  directed  to  be  taken  may  be  ad* 
xninistered  by  any  judge  or  any  alcalde^  until  the  legislature  shall  6ther- 
ivise  direct.    ^ 

Done  by  the  delegates  of  the  paopto  of  New  Mexico^  in  convention  as* 
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sembled,  at  Santa  Fe,  tbia  25th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand. eight  hundred  and  fifty >  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  the  seventy-fourth. 

JAJHES  H.  QUINN,  President. . 

JOSt:  MARIA  MARTINEZ, 
GEOUGE  GOLD, 

JOSE  ANTONIO  MANSANARES, 
JOSE  PABLO  GALLEGOS, 
THOMAS  S.  J.  JOHNSON, 
CEKAN  ST.  TRAIN, 
FRANCISCO  ORTIZ  Y  DELGADO, 
JOAB  HOUGHTON, 
LEVI  J.  KEITHLY, 
,  JOSE  MANUEL  GALLEGOS, 

JUAN  PEREA, 
MURRAY  P.  TULEY, 
CHARLES  OVERMAN, 
ANTONIO  JOSE  OTERO, 
JOSE  ANTOMO  BACA  Y  PINO, 
RAMON  LUNA. 
Robert  Cary  y  Donaoiano  Vwil,  Secretaries. 


I,  Manuel  Alvarez,  acting  governor  of  the  State  of  New  Mexico,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  annexed  is  a  true  copy  of  the  constitution  of  the 
State  of  New  Mexico. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seat,  (there  being  no  great  seal  for  the  State,) 
P  n  this  fifteenth  day  of  July,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  at 
L^"  ^J     Santa  Fe. 

MANUEL  ALVAREZ. 
By  the  governor: 

Liswia  D.  Shretz, 

Secretary  of  State* 


To  the  people  of  New  Mexico. 

We,  the  delegates  of  the  people  of  New  Mexico,  in  convention  assem- 
bled have  now  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  people, 
that  consjtitution  which  appeajs  tp  us  best  for  the  moral,  social,  and  politic 
cal  welfare  and  well-being  of  the  country. 

The  friends  of  New  Mexico  have  long  desired,  and  ardently  soujght,  a 
stable,  uniform,  equal,  and  juat  system  of  laws  and  administration  of 
justice;  and  the  means  we  have  taken  to  effect  these  objects  are,  in  our 
opinion,  the  most  judicious  that  the  present  condition  and  oiicum- 
stances  of  the  country  admits  of  adopting. 

Slavery  in  New  Mexico  is  njMwradly  impwcticahle,  iuad  can  never,  in 
reality,  exist  here;  wherever  it  has  existed,  it  has  proved  a  curse  and  a 
blight  to  the  State  upon  which  it  ha^  hden  inflicted— a  moral,  social^  and 
political  evil.    The  only  manner  in  which  this  question  now  affects  us  if 
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politically;  and  on  grounds  of  this  character^  with  its  general  evil  tend- 
encies^ we  have  unanimously  agreed  to  reject  it — if  foiever. 

In  sJl  our  councils,  on  this  and  every  other  subject,  we  have  steadily 
endeavored  to  keep  in  view  the  real  interests  of  New  Mexico,  in  which 
are  deeply  involved  our  present  sovereign  and  independent  existence  as  a 
State,  OUT  future  prosperity,  and  public  and  domestic  felicity.  These 
high  consideralions,  profoundly  impressed  on  our  minds,  induced  each 
member  of  the  convention  to  be  less  adhesive  to  his  own  views  of  minor 
points  than  n»ght  have  been  otherwise  anticipated;  and  hence  this  consti- 
tution is  the  oflispriog  of  a  cordial  amity,  and  of  that  mutual  deference 
and  happy  spirit  of  concession  which  the  peculiarities  of  our  situation 
rendered  indispensable. 

That  it  will  meet  the  full  approbation  of  every  citizen,  is  scarcely  to  be 
looked  fer;  Imt  that  it  is  liable  to  as  few  objections  as  could  reasonably 
have  been  ezpected>  vre  hope  and  believe.  That  it  may  prove  a  lasting 
benefit  to  the  people,  and  secure  their  freedom  and  tranquillity,  is  our 
most  ardent  prayer. 

JAMES  H.  QUINN,  President 

Francisco  Obths  t  Dsloado,  MtrRRXT  F.  Tulet, 

T.  S.  J.  Johnson,  Joab  Hoitghton, 

Jose  Manuel  Gallbgos,  Charles  Overman, 

Ceran  St.  Vrain,  Antonio  Jose  Otero, 

Jose  Maria  Martinez,  George  Gold, 

Jose  Antonio  Mansanares,  Jose  Pablo  Gallegos^ 

Levi  J.  Kkitslv,  Juan  Perea, 

JosB  Antqnio  Baca  v  Pino,  Ramon  Luna. 

Robert  Cart  y  Donaciano  Vicbo.,  Secretaries. 
Ex.-^2 
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Slst  CoNGRSSfly  [  SENATE .  ]  Ex.  Doc. 

l«r  Session.  No.  75. 


REPORT 

or 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 


COHMUNICATINQ 


THe  report  of  the  Ret.  R.  R.  Oiarleyy  who  was  reeenihj  sent  otU  by  the 
g9v&rHment  to  obtain  iHfonnaiion  in  respect  to  Liberia. 


September  14,  1850. 

Read. 

September  16, 1850« 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington^  September  14, 1S50. 
Ill  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  ultimo,  re- 
questing a  communication  of  the  report  of  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  who 
was  recently  sent  out  by  government  to  obtain  information  in  respect  to 
Liberia,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy 
of  the  said  report* 

DAN.  WEBSTER, 
To  the  Senate  op  the  United  States, 


Washington,  F\sbruary  15, 1850. 

Sir:  The  results  of  my  observations  and  inquiries  during  a  recent  visit 
to  the  republic  of  Liberia,  and  also  to  the  colony  founded  by  the  CoIoni<- 
sation  Society  and  State  of  Maryland  at  Cape  Paimas,  under  your  in* 
structions,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  your 
department,  and  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  ist  of  August,  I  took  passage  at  Baltimore  in  the  Liberia  packet, 
which  made  Cape  JMount,  on  the  African  coast,  on  the  morning  of  the 
18th  of  September.  For  several  days  previously  the  aspect  of  the  tropicaf 
heavens  had  been  rich.  The  sun  rose  over  Africa  through  a  gorgeous 
drapery  of  clouds,  in  which  were  blended  all  brilliant  hues;  and  when 
he  sunk  into  the  ocean,  one  was  reminded  of  those  Italian  sunsets  of 
which  Chateaubriand  said,  "it  seemed  as  though  all  the  purple  of  Rome's 
consuls  and  Caesars  were  spread  out  under  the  last  footsteps  of  the  god  of 
day/' 

When  we  first  saw  Cape  Mount,  the  day  was  delightful;  and,  with  a 

Sntle  breeze,  and  in  full  view  of  the  shore,  which  curves  gently  round 
)m  that  eminence  to  Montserado,  (a  distance  of  more  than  forty  mileS;) 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


[75]  9 

we  sailed  down  the  coast,  and  in  the  evening  cast  anchor  at  Monrork, 
as  the  light-house  on  the  summit  of  the  cape  began  to  emit  itm  beama, 
and  the  illuminated  dwellings  and  churches  of  the  town  gare  eridcnce 
of  the  fact  that  civilization  and  Cbri&tianity  had  there  established  their 
abode. 

From  my  e3q)erience  of  two  months  on  the  coast  of  Liberia^  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say,  that  my  impressions  of  the  African  climate  are  more  favor- 
able than  those  I  had  derived  from  books;  for,  though  our  anrival  occurred 
during  the  tatter  portion  of  what  ia  termed  the  rainy  season,  and  we  con- 
tinued on  the  const  during  most  of  the  transition  period  fiom  that  to  the 
dry  season,  the  weather  was  generally  clear  and  pleasant,  and  we  were 
seldom  deterred  for  an  entire  day  from  visiting  the  shore,  or  bota  moder- 
ate physical  exertion. 

During  the  African  rains,  strangers  notice,  not  only  an  extraoTdinarj 
moisture  in  the  atmosphere,  but  a  peculiar  power  in  the  sun's  rays, 
though  the  heat  at  all  seasons  is  less,  as  indicated  by  the  thenneme- 
ter,  than  that  occasionally  known  in  the  United  States,  ^e  passed 
through  what  is  called  the  tornado  season  without  experiencing  any 
storm  which  could  with  propriety  be  termed  a  tornado;  and  the  weather 
during  the  whole  time  we  were  on  the  coast  was  not  greatly  diflereni 
from  the  ordinary  summer  weather  of  our  own  southern  States. 

No  one  can  look  upon  the"  athletic,  finely- proportioned  and  developed 
£)rms  of  the  native  Africans,  or  upon  a  congregation  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Monrovia,  or  of  the  other  towns  and  villages  of  the  Liberian  repuUic,  and 
retain  the  idea  that  health  cannot  be  enjoyed  on  the  African  coast.  The 
general  aspect  of  the  people  of  Liberia  is  healthy  f  and  I  am  convinced,  from 
much  observation  and  many  inquiries,  that  the  dangers  of  the  climate  to 
colored  immigrants  are  becoming  less  and  less  formidable,  and  that  9000 
they  will,  to  a  good  degree,  be  averted,  by  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  an 
approbate  regimen,  and  increased  inedical  experience  and  skill.  I  have 
seen  large  families  in  Liberia,  who,  after  a  residence  there  of  some  years, 
had  suffered  no  invasion  from  death,  and  who,  doubtless,  found  their 
security,  under  Providence,  in  their  watchfulness  against  excesses  in  diet 
and  exertion,  in  a  moderation  approaching  to  abstinence,  in  the  use  of 
medicine,  and  in  the  possession  of  ample  supplies  of  the  necessaries  and 
comforts  of  life.  I'he  friends  of  our  colored  people,  and  of  the  republic 
of  Liberia,  cannot  be  too  emphatically  reminded  that  to  send  emigrants 
with  inadequate  supplies,  to  feel  all  the  depression  of  want,  white  exposed 
to  the  untried  influences  of  the  African  climate,  is  an  error  which  must 
oflen  prove  fatal  to  human  life,  and  sadly  injurious  to  their  great  enter- 
prise. Far  better  is  it  to  enable  a  few  immigrants  to  establish  themselves 
in  health  and  comfort  in  Liberia  than  to  cast  large  bodies  of  them  on  thai 
shore,  with  no  sufficient  means  of  subsistence,  during  the  time  when 
such  means  can  be  secured  by  no  exertions  of  theirs — ^thus  augmenting 
vastly  the  perils  of  their  condition,  or  imposing  burdens  upon  the  charity 
of  that  but  recent  community  which  its  citizens  must  find  H  difficult,  i( 
not  impossible,  to  sustain. 

Having  visited  Aflica  in  my  youth,  and  witnessed,  in  company  witb 
the  distinguished  and  lamented  Ashmun,  the  first  buddings  of  civili^ 
and  Ohristian  life  on  Cape  Montserado,  it  may  be  readily  imagined  that 
I  could  not,  after  a  quarter  of  a  century,  look  again  upon  that  verdaot 
promontory-— that  I  could  not  again  tread  the  streets  of  Monrovia — Uial  I 
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could  not  meet  those  who,  so  many  years  ago,  extended  to  me  their  hos- 
pitalities— could  not  behold  that  humble  community,  who,  when  I  first 
stood  there,  were  making  some  narrow  openings  in  the  dense  forest,  and 
sheltering  themselves  beneath  some  thirty  or  forty  thatched  roofs,  few, 
feeble,  and  exposed  to  barbarous  foes,  now  risen,  through  the  favoring 
hand  of  the  Almighty,  by  their  fortitude  and  energy,  to  the  elevation  of 
an  independent  republic,  acknowledged  as  such  by  two  of  the  most 
powerful  nations, — without  a  deep  sense  of  the  Divine  goodness  to  the 
people  of  Liberia,  and  to  the  writer,  in  that  he  was  permitted  to  see  on 
that  shore  the  renovating  power  of  a  government  of  constitutional  liberty, 
pervaded  by  the  Christian  spirit  and  encompassed  by  the  highest  motives 
to  beneficence.  . 

On  our  arrival,  several  vessels  were  moored  in  the  harbor  of  Monrovia^ 
(among  them  the  American  man-of-war  schooner  Decatur,  Captain  Byrne, 
and  the  Larky  a  small,  beautiful  armed  vessel,  presented  to  the  authorities 
of  Liberia  by  the  English  government;)  and,  as  we  dropped  our  anchor, 
the  steamer  of  her  Bntannic  Majesty  which  had  brought  out  the  commex- 
cial  treaty  ratified  between  Great  Britain  and  the  republic  was  taking  her 
departure.  The  reception  of  this,  treaty  was  announced  by  the  thunder 
of  cannon  from  the  heights  of  Monrovia  and  the  summit  of  the  cape,  and 
signalized  by  mutual  congratulations  among  the  citizensf  and  by  signs 
and  expressions  of  universal  joy. 

To  President  Roberts  and  the  members  of  his  Cabinet  I  am  indebted 
for  information  on  a  great  variety  of  topics,  cheerfully  communicated  in 
every  instance;  and  to  the  courtesy  of  these  gentlemen,  and  to  that  of  the 
oificers  and  citizens  of  the  republic  generally,  for  united  and  zealous 
endeavors  to  open  to  me  all  avenues  fer  a  personal  examination  of  the' 
condition,  relations,  and  prospects  of  their  commonwealth.  The  people 
of  Monrovia,  and  of  the  neighboring  settlements,  after  due  notice,  assem- 
bled in  a  public  meeting,  and  appointed  a  committee  of  five  of  their  num- 
ber to  report  on  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  republic;  atid  their  example 
was  imitated  by  the  citizens  of  the  two  counties  of  Grand  Bassa  and 
Sinou. 

The  facts  and  statements  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  reply  to  the 
questions  specified  in  my  instructions,  were  derived  from  the  best  testi- 
mony and  sources  of  information  to  which  I  could  find  access;  and, 
though  I  have  not  the  vanity  to  imagine  that  they  are  tinged  by  no  error, 
1  have  confidence  that  in  the  main,  and  in  all  essential  particulars,  they 
are  correct. 

In  regard  to  the  ^Mimlts  within  which  the  republic  claims  and  exercises 
jurisdiction,'*  it  should  be  stated,  that  the  territories  both  of  the  republic 
and  of  the  Maryland  Colony  founded  at  Cape  Palmas  are  included  under 
the  general  name  of  Liberia.  As  the  result  of  actual  purchase  from  the 
native  proprietors,  the  republic  hold.s  political  jurisdiction  over  the  coun- 
try tromManna,a  point  bordering  on  the  notorious  Gallenas,  on  the  north- 
west, to  Grand  Sesters  on  the  cast,  a  distance,  on  the  coast,  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles,  with  an  average  extent  interior  of  forty  miles — the 
boundary  line  enclosing  a  space  of  about  fourteen  thousand  square  miles. 
The  authority  of  the  Maryland  Colony  extends  from  Grand  Sesters  to 
the  river  Pedro,  a  distance  by  water  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles, 
and  by  land  of  one  hundred  and  forty  or  fifty  miles.  Important  acquisi- 
tions of  territory  have  been  made  within  the  last  lew  months  by  the  re- 
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public,  and  also  by  the  Maryland  Colony.  In  1826  Mr.  Ashman  spoke  nf 
Gallenas  as  within  the  prospective  sphere  of  Liberian  influence;  and  the 
entire  recent  overthrow  of  the  slave  trade  by  the  English  at  that  point, 
and  the  measures  now  in  progress  to  secure  its  annexation  to  the  repub- 
lic, give  confidence  that  this  expectation  will  soon  be  realized.*  For  the 
Jnrchase  of  Gallenas,  a  weahhy  Eogtish  friend  has  promised  President 
loberts  one  thousand  pounds;  and  an  equal  amount  is  offered  by  one  of 
pur  citizens,  a  gentleman  of  Ohio,  for  the  same  object.  Tlie  most  im- 
portant  points  on  the  coast  of  Liberia^  southeast  from  Gallenas,  aie  Cktpe 
Mount y  rising  1,000  feet  above  the  sea,  in  latitude  6^  49^  23/'  no?tb^  and 
longitude  11^  23'  \&'  west;  thence  near  fifty  miles^  Cape  Montserado, 
on  the  summit  of  which,  240  feet  above  the  ocean,  stands  a  light- house, 
and  150  feet  lower  down,  and  one  mile  back^  the  town  of  Honrovia; 
southeast  thence  thirty  five  miles,  Junk  river,  and  near  its  mouth  a  settle- 
ment bearing  the  illustrious  name  of  Marshall^  onward  thirty-five  miles, 
Girand  Bassa;  thence  five  miles,  Tobacannee;  furtlier  on  seven  miles, 
Young  Sesters;  thence  four  miles,  Tradetovm;  after  these,  in  succession, 
lAtile  Oulloh,  Grand  CuUoh,  (easily  recognised  by  Tobacco  Monnt,  a  coni- 
cal hill  880  feet  high,)  CestoSj  Sangwin,  BqffoUj  Taasou,  Little  BootoUj 
Grand  Bootou,  Si// ot/,  and  Blonbana  Point  opposite,  (distant  about  80 
miles  from  Grand  Bassa,)  Kroubuhy  Lottie  Krou,  Settra  KroUj  Mctfma 
KroUy  King  Wills  Bay  and  Tuvmy  (these  five  towns  including  all  most 
properly  termed  Krou  or  Kroo  people,)  LAttbi  Nifouy  Middh  NifoUj  Great 
Nifou,  Pic/tafiiny  SesferSy  and  Grcuid  Sesters,  the  present  extreme  south- 
ern Haiit  of  the  republicf 

From  this  limit  commences  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Maryland  colony, 
along  the  shore  of  which  we  may  specify,  as  prominent  points,  GarrenDoy 
river  and  Pointy  PisAtown  Point,  Middle  Point,  Rock  Towrt,  Cape  Pal- 
mas,  {di  place  of  great  beauty  and  natural  advantages,  and  the  site  of 
Harper,  the  principal  town  of  the  colony,)  Oavally  Point j  Tabau,  Grand 
Tabou,  Basha  Point,  Wappoo,  Poor  Poifit,  Half  Bcreby,  Grand  Bereby, 
Tnh'U  Point,  and  San  hedro  river,  the  eastern  boundary  of  this  colony. 
The  republic  of  Liberia  is  divided  into  three  counties — those  of  Montse- 
rado.  Grand  Bassa,  and  Sinou — each  of  which  is  entitled  to  a  represeuta* 
tion  in  the  house  of  representatives  and  senate  of  the  State.  Mr.  Ash- 
mnn  judged  this  maritime  region  of  Africa  to  extend  inland  about  twenty 
miles;  and  he  temarks:  ^'  Between  the  settlements  of  the  coast  and  tliose 
of  the  interior  is,  in  niost  places,  a  forest  of  from  half  a  day  to  two  days' 
journey,  left  by  both  as  a  barrier  of  separation,  and  which  is  seldom 
passed,  except  by  ermtic  traders,  who  are,  in  many  parts  of  this  country, 
very  numerous.'*  The  Rev.  John  Day,  the  intelligent  superintendent  of 
4he  Southern  Baptist  Mission,  who  resides  at  Bexley,  on  the  St.  John's, 
and  who  has  travelled  into  the  interior  to  the  distance  of  seventy  or 
seventy-five  miles,  thus  describes  the  country:  '*i*^rom  seven  to  twenty 
mites  the  country  is  beautifully  undulating,  and  interspersed  with  the 
most  lovely  rills  of  excellent  wat^r,  clear  as  crystal,  foaming  and  scolding 
among  the  rocks,  presenting  a  thousand  mill-seats.  The  air  in  that  region 
is  saJubrious  and  bracing,  the  soil  deep  and  rich,  covered- with  a  forest 
which,  for  the  height  and  size  of  the  trees,  I  have  never  seen  equalled. 
From  twenty  to  thirty  miles  is  a  region  of  small  mountains,  of  firom  three 

*Thiii  event  hat  occurred  since  this  report  WM  wriuen. 
t^ailir  g  directloiu— fee  appeodiz,  1. 
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to  five  htindred  Feet  in  elevation.  These  mountains  are  covered  with  a 
rich  forest,  and  may  be  cultivated.  I  have  stood  on  the  summit  of  one 
of  them,  cultivated  to  the  top,  and  thence  beheld  a  delightful  prospect. 
Beyond  these  hills,  or  mountains,  as  we  call  them,  the  land  become^ 
generally  m#re  level  to  the  distance  of  seventy  miles,  the  extent. of  m^ 
tnterior  travels.  I  am  told  by  the  natives  that  a  day's  walk  beyond  are 
loftier  mountains,  (which  it  will  require  a  whole  day  to  ascend,)  and  very 
steep;  if  so,  the  country  I  speak  of  is  a  valley.  The  soil  for  the  whole 
distance  is  rich,  water  abundant  and  good,  and  the  cause  of  disease  is  no 
more  apparent  than  in  level  regions  in  America.  If  our  people  want 
health,  they  may  as  surely  obtain  it  in  the  mountainous  region  as  b^ 
tranfsadanttc  trips.  I  have  left  home  in  bad  health,  on  preaching  toum 
of  two  or  three  weeks,  and  returned  vigorous  and  strong.  The  bird* 
sing  more  sweetly  there,  and  the  flowers  are  more  beautiful  and  fragrant, 
than  in  the  marshy  region  bordering  on  the  sea.  The  natives  are  more 
cheerful,  stout,  industrious,  honest,  happy,  and  hopeful,  every  way,  lo 
that  region.  To  thousands  in  that  forest-clad  region  have  I  preached^ 
while  they  w^re  as  attentive  even  as  congregations  in  America." 

In  regard  to  the  <<  population  comprised  in  the  republic,  and  the  compara- 
tive nUmber  of  the  castes  composing  it,  and  their  feelings  towards  ond 
another,'*  I  may  observe  that  the  emigrant  population  in  the  republic  is 
estimated  at  six  thousand,  and  the  native  population  at  one  hundred  and 
ferty  to  two  hundred  thousand.  Of  the  Maryland  colony,  the  emigrant 
inhabitants  are  about  nine  hundred,  and  the  natives  estimated  at  one  hun- 
dred thousand,  separated  into  numerous  small  tribes,  varying  in  language, 
independent  of  each  other  in  matters  of  domestic  concern,  yet  slightly 
united,  within  certain  limits,  on  questions  of  general  and  common  inter- 
est. The  native  people  of  this  region  of  Africa  bear  a  striking  similarity 
in  manners,  character,  and  superstitions. 

The  Fky  or  Vey  tribe,  a  people  more  enterprising,  proud,  and  warlike 
than  most  of  their  neighbors,  inhabit  the  country  trom  Gallenas  to  Cape 
Mount,  and  to  the  distance  of  thirty  miles  inland;  have  been  much  ad- 
dicted to  the  slave  trade,  and  are  probably,  in  number,  from  twelve  to  fiif- 
teen  thousand.  The  Dei/s  occupy  the  c«)uritry  on  the  coast  from  Cape 
Mount  to  Cape  Montseradp;  are  more  mild,  indolent,  and  inoffensive  than 
the  Veysy  and  perhaps  by  one-half  less  numerous.  Between  the  lan- 
guages of  these  tribes  there  is  some  affinity:  both  are  rude  and  imperfect, 
and  could  be  traced  by  Mr.  Ashmun  to  none  of  the  other  dialects  of 
Africa. 

The  BaM9(U  are  south  of  Cape  Montserado,  are  more  numerous  than 
both  of  the  preceding  tribes,  and,  with  their  allies  in  the  county  of 
Grand  Bassa,  are  estimated  at  fifly  thousand.  They  are  described  as 
fnild,  peaceful,  and  in  certain  respects  industrious,  occupying  a  country 
of  great  fertility,  and  which,  even  un<ier  their  exceedingly  imperfect  cul- 
tivation, yields  a  large  surplus  of  rice,  palm  oil,  poultry,  cattle,  and  the 
various  vegetables  and  fniits  of  tropical  Africa — as  friendly  to  the  Ameri- 
can emigrants,  eager  for  trade,  disposed  to  labor  for  a  moderate  compensa- 
tion, and  as  much  inclined  as  any  of  the  native  people  of  that  country  to 
iicqiiire  the  manners,  the  arts,  and  the  habits  ot  civilization. 

These  people  dwell  in  small  villages  of  from  fifly  to  one  and  two 
thousand  souls,  scattered  along  the  coast,  and  for  some  distance  in  the 
interior,  each  governed  by  a  chief  and  seveial  subordinate  headmen,  whose 
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will,  though  regulated  by  custom  and  precedent,  has  the  force  of  lair, 
and  i^  seldom  resisted.  Domestic  slavery  and  polygamy  are  universal; 
and,  in  consequence  of  tlie  purchase  of  lemale  children  from  the  interior, 
the  number  of  women  is  thought  considerably  to  exceed  that  of  the  men. 

^  In  cleaning  the  farms  for  rice,  in  the  mouths  of  February,  March,  and 
April,  the  men  labor  industriously;  but  the  cultivation,  harvesting,  and 
cleaning  of  the  rice,  and  all  servile  domestic  duties,  are  performed  by  the 
women.  Their  arts  are  few  and  simple;  in  manners  and  dispositions, 
they  are  gentle  and  patient;  in  their  habits  of  living,  abstemious,  (rice 
being  the  principal  article  of  food;)  yet,  when  excited,  they  are  capable 
of  enduring  almost  incredible  exertion  and  fatigue. 

The  native  African  prtpulation  of  Sinou  resemble  those  of  Bassa — are, 
perhaps,  more  associated,  if  not  to  some  extent  blended,  with  the  Fish- 
men  and  Kroomen,  (who  are  numerous  on  that  region  of  the  coast,)  and 
more  connected  in  traffic  with  the  interior  tribes.  Like  other  natives, 
who  occupy  positions  along  the  sea  shore,  ihey  have  some  knowledge  of 
the  English  language,  and,  though  somewhat  averse  to  the  instruction 
of  their  female  children,  they  are  willing  and  desirous  that  their  boys 
should  be  taught  something  of  the  languages  and  customs  of  civilized 
nations.     If  the  number  of  their  towns  be,  as  reported  by  the  committee 

,  at  Sinou,  about  one  hundred,  they  can  hardly  comprise  a  population  less 
than  from  twenty  to  thirty  thousand. 

Still  further  south,  we  arrive  at  the  country  of  theKronmen  or  Kroo* 
men — a  people  the  most  distinct,  intelligent,  and  remarkable  to  be  found 
on  the  whole  coast  of  western  Africa. "  The  Kroo  mark  (a  black  line, 
much  darker  than  the  skin,  from  the  top  of  the  forehead  to  the  end  of 
the  nose)  has  been  adopted  by  those  not  originally  of  their  community^ 
and  their  name  is  usually  given  by  strangers  to  the  people  of  three  different 
tribes  who  exhibit  this  mark  the  FHshmetiy  the  Settra  Kroo  people^  and 
the,  people  of  Nifou.  These  branches  of  what  is  usidoUy,  rather  than 
properly y  called  the  Kroo  family — united  by  a  common  sign,  by  a  Ian* 
guage  not  the  same,  but  so  akin  as  to  enable  them  to  communicate  with 
each  other,  by  many  general  habits  of  thought,  action,  and  supersti- 
tion— are  bound  together  by  no  political  ties,  and  by  no  peculiarly  fra- 
ternal sentiments.  On  the  contrary,  jealousies,  rivalries,  and,  not  unfre- 
quently,  hostilities,  arise  between  the  Fishmen  and  those  associated  un- 
der the  one  and  same  government  at  Settra  Kroo,  where  reside  the  de- 
scendants of  the  original  Kroo  people,  still  adhering,  with  wonderful 
tenacity,  to  the  laws,  traditions,  and  superstitions  of  their  fathers.* 

In  1842,  the  Hon.  Joseph  Denman  gave  the  following  testimony  in 
regard  to  the  Fishmen  and  Kroornerij  before  a  select  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  England: 

"  The  Kroo  coast,  I  conceive,  begins  at  the  river  Cestros,  (Sesters) — 
the  place  known  as  St.  George's,  wliere  Mr.  Speuce  had  established  a 
factory  several  years  ago,  which  has  been  recently  abandoned.  The 
Kroomen  occnpy  only  five  towns  upon  the  coast,  at  different  places  be* 
tween  the  river  Cestros  (Sesters)  and  the  Grand  Cestros,  (Sesters.)  To 
the  northward  of  that  the  Bassa  people  live,  intermixed  with  the  Fish- 
men ;  and  occupying  all  the  coast  to  the  southward  of  the  Grand  Sesteis 
are  the  Fishmen- a  different  people  from  the  Kroomen:  they  are  oA^ 
confounded  with  them,  but  there  is  a  broad  distinction  betweeu  Ihcm. 
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ttiteraiixed  with  tKc  five  Kroo  towns  are  many  Pish  places.  The  Kroo- 
men  occupy  the  interior  of  the  countiy  more  than  the  Pishmen.  The 
Fishmen  are  entirely  upon  the  coast.  Below  Grand  Sesters  they  are 
all  Pish  towns.  The  Fish  people  are  much  more  numerous  than 
the  Kroomen,  At  a  place  called  by  the  Pishmen  Saucytown,  the 
natives  from  the  interior  fought  their  way  down  to  the  beach.  W/fot 
were  they  J  We  have  ta  means  of  knowing;  they  are  quite  diflTer- 
ent  fipom  any  other  races  that  we  know  of.  At  this  the  Pishmen  are 
exceedingly  angry,  as  they  consider  that  they  have  a  title  to  all  the  trade 
upon  the  coast*  They  have  prohibited  all  trade  with  this  place,  and  have 
committed  many  outrages  against  British  vessels,  and  others,  who  have 
traded  there  in  spite  of  their  prohibition.  The  Fishmen  are  perfect  pests 
to  the  trade  upon  the  coast:  they  require  keeping  in  order  very  much. 
Are  tkey  princijmlly  Kroomen  or  Fishrnen  who  enter  on  board  her  myestp^e 
ekips9  More  Fishmen  than  Kroomen;  we  cannot  employ  them  together. 
Is  it  the  same  with  reference  to  mercantile  vessels 9  1  am  not  aware;  but 
I  think  the  Fishmen  are  generally  preferred,  as  they  are  more  at  home 
with  boats,  and  more  accustomed  to  live  on  the  water,  than  the  Kroomen. 
Do  you  can  those  pnncipatly  Kroomen  or  Fishmen  that  live  'at  Sierra 
Leone?  Both  classes  exist  there,  but  I  am  not  aware  in  what  proper* 
lions.  The  Kroomen  are  preferred  for  domestic  purposes;  they  are  more 
capable  of  attachment  to  white  people.  Have  you  any  idea  what  the  pop* 
tdation  is — whether  of  Pishmen  or  of  Kroomen?  The  population  ot  the 
coast  of  Pishmen  is  much  greater  than  that  of  Kroomen;  but  I  always 
understood  that  the  Kroomen  ran  a  long  way  interior,  and  were  an  agri- 
cultural race.  Indeed,  if  it  were  not  so,  I  do  not  see  how  they  could 
possibly  exist  against  the  hostility  of  the  Fishmen,  as  their  numbers  on 
the  seacoast  are  very  inferior;  they  are  almost  always  at  war.  Are  both  the 
Pishmen  and  Kroomen  exempt  from  becoming  slaves?  They  are  exempt 
Irom  becoming  slaves.  At  the  only  slave  Victories  upon  the  coast  be- 
tween Sierra  Leone  and  Cape  Palmas,  Galtenas  and  New  Sesters,  the 
work  was  entirely  carried  on  by  Fishmen,  but  they  have  a  great  objec- 
tion to  being  slaves  themselves;  they  are  in  the  habit  of  sacrificing  their 
enemies  taken  in  war  to  the  fetish  tree.  Am  you  speaking  of  Pishmen  or 
.  Kroomen  Hotuf  B<nh;  I  have  had  opportunities  of  knowing  that  that  is 
the  &ct.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  knowing  the  domestic  con- 
dition if  thn  Kroomen  or  the  Mshmen — whether  they  are  under  the  obli- 
gation of  slavery  to  any  parties?  No;  there  is  no  slavery  in  the  Kroo  or 
Piah  country,  although  the  system  of  ^y^  headman  having  his  boys 
under  him  approaches  something  to  it.  The  headman  receives  all  the 
wages -of  all  the  boys  under  him.  Whether  that  is  from  family  con- 
nexion or  political  institution,  I  do  not  know;  but  the  headman  receives 
ail  the  pay  of  all  the  boys.  Do  you  always  take  on  board  a  headman 
for  every  number  of  Kroomen  or  Pishtnsn  that  you  engage?  It  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  have  a  headman  to  keep  them  in  order.  He  gen- 
erally chooses  aH  the  people;  we  leave  it  to  him  to  choose  them.  If  Pish- 
men and  Kroomen  happei>  to  be  mixed  up  in  the  same  party,  there  are 
always  quarrels  and  disturbances;  indeed,  there  is  no  getting  on  with 
them,  so  strong  is  the  antipathy." 

The  Fishmen  derive  their  name  from  their  universal  occupation  in  fish- 
ing, when  not  employed  by  foreigners.  They  are  the  largest  and  strongest 
men  upon  the  coast;  most  adroit  in  the  management  of  canoes  and  boats; 
«e  marked  by  a  peculiar  enlargement  of  the  ankle  joints  produced  by 
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their  mode  of  sitting  in  their  canoes;  are  less  vain,  politic,  agreeable,  not 
perhaps  less  trusty,  tfian  the  Kroomen,  (indeed,  charges  of  treacbeiy 
and  cruelty  are  with  reason  urged  against  them;)  and,  while  they  iDfaabit 
towns  separated  by  considerable  itUervals  along  the  beach  fiom  Grand 
Bassa  to  Cape  Patmas,  they  probably  embrace  a  popuIatioR  of  twenty 
thousand. 

The  Ejtoo  people  proper — that  is,  t!iose  wh«  inhabit  Settra  Kioo  and 
£)ur  other  towns  in  its  ricinity — spring  from  a  union  of  several  tribes,  who 
came  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  from  abont  three  hfindied 
miles  in  the  interior,  under  one  and  the  same  goYernment:  They  early 
formed  a  compact  with  the  Portuguese  slave  traders,  whom  they  were 
accustomed  to  assist,  by  which  the  adoption  on  their  part  of  the  peculiar 
Kroo  mark  was  to  be  deemed  a  sign  of  exemption  from  slayery;  and  their 
name,  Kro&menf  is  su^qposed  to  be  but  a  corruption  of  the  word  cretfimeny 
so  very  naturally  and  appropriately  applied  to  them  for  their  services  to 
vessels  on  the  coast.  Polygamy  and  slavery  prevail  among  them,  though 
they  never  enslave  each  other,  nor  sell  slaves  but  to  persons  of  theit  owa 
triijie.  Their  houses  are  built  square,  and  of  sticks,  covered  with  platted 
bamboo,  the  floor  being  of  the  s^me  material,  raised  eighteen  incnes  oa 
sticks;  and  the  door  and  the  loft  above  are  not  sufficienti^  high  to  permit 
an  adult  to  enter  standing.  In  roost  of  the  houses  are  three  rooms,  sepa- 
rated by  partitions  of  the  same  material  as  the  sides  and  floor.  The  fire- 
place is  made  of  hard  clay,  near  one  corner  of  the  house,  where  is  the 
only  window,  which  serves  both  to  admit  light  and  open  a  passage  for 
the  smoke.  The  smoke  penetrates  the  interstices  of  the  ioft  above,  and 
thus  preserves  the  rice  from  insects.  Their  furniture  consists  of  a  few 
cooking  utensils.  Their  floor  serves  for  bed,  table,  and  chairs;  aad  their 
pillow  is  a  round  stick  of  wood.  Their  dress  is  a  piece  of  cloth  wrapped 
about  the  loins.  They  superstitiously  reverence  the  new  moon,  and  her 
monthly  appearance  the  headmen  celebrate  by  a  feast;  white  they  fre- 
quent, for  meditation  and  worship,  retired  groves  or  thickets,  dedicated 
to  an  evil  spirit,  thought  to  control  mainly  the  aflairs  of  the  world.  Lake 
many,  if  not  most,  oT  the  tribes  of  western  Africa,  they  ascribe  sickness 
and  death  to  witchcraft,  and  rely  upon  their  doctors  to  designate  the  per- 
son who  has  perpetrated  the  crime.  I'he  accused  is  seized  by  a  public 
ofl&cer,  and  compelled  to  drink  a  decoction  of  sassywood,  (a  powerful 
narcotic  poison,)  which,  if  rejected  by  his  stomach,  proves  bis  innocence^ 
if  not,  his  guilt,  and  consigns  him  to  a  speedy  and  cruel  death.  This 
ordeal  of  sassy  wood. is  one  of  the  most  prevalent  and  distinctive  of  Alii- 
can  superstitions,  and  by  it  thousands  perish,  miserably,  every  year 

I'he  government  of  the  Kroo  people  is  believed  to  have  been  original- 
ly patriarchal/  but  is  now  a  self-perpetuating  oligarchy.  The  king  le- 
eeives  his  office  hereditarily;  and  the  headmen,  some  twelve  or  fifteen  in 
number,  marked  or  distinguished  by  an  iron  ring  around  the  leg,  consti- 
tute the  legislative  couucii  of  the  nation.  Their  laws  are  a  body  of  cus- 
toms, handed  down  by  tradition,  interpreted  and  enforced  by  the  gen* 
eral  council,  who  also  enact  special  laws  for  any  emergency,  suggested, 
it  is  thought,  in  most  cases,  by  the  doctor  or  conjurer. 

These  laws  are  frequently  defective,  inconsifr tent,  and  unjust.  Most 
of  the  labor  on  their  plantations  and  in  their  villages  is  performed  by  the 
women.  Aged  men  of  influence,  in  difit^rent  families,  act  as  guardians 
for  the  younger,  who,  even  until  they  reach  the  age  of  thirty  or  forty 
yeacs^  go  abroad  in  groups  of  ten  or  a  dozen  (each  company  electing  a 
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leader,  whom  they  cheerfully  obey)  to  difTerent  parts  of  the  coast,  ftom 
Sierra  Leone  to  t^emando  Po,  laoor  industriously  from  six  months  to 
three  ^ears,  and  on  their  return  home  place  the  proceeds  of  their  labor  at 
the  disposal  of  their  guardian,  to  be  expended  in  the  burchase  of  wives  for 
themselves,  and  for  the  benefit  of  their  respective  families.  The  Kroo- 
men  are,  in  their  persons,  a  straight,  well-developed,  and  finely-propor- 
tioned race  of  men;  they  are  intelligent  and  independent,  vain  and  sen- 
sual, ambitious  of  reputation,  capable  of  ardent  attachment,  and,  where 
riieir  interests  are  deeply  concerned,  of  extraordinary  fidelity.  Their 
number  at  borne  and  abroad  is  probably  from  six  to  ten  thousand.  The 
people  of  Nifou  are  still  further  south,  in  population  less  than  either  the 
Fishmen  or  Kroomen,  but  very  similar  in  their  occupations,  customs,  and 
superstitions. 

With  other  tribes,  more  remote  and  interior,  treaties  have  been  formed; 
but  those  just  specified  constitute  the  most  important  native  population  re- 
siding within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  republic.  To  these  African  tribes  the 
relations  of  the  Liberian  government  are  entirely  peaceful  and  friendly,  and 
its  authority  over  thenl  highly  salutary  and  beneficent.  It  has  banished  the 
slave  trade  from  all  this  district  of  Africa;  adjusted  the  difierences  which 
separated ,  and  suppressed  the  wars  which  have  for  centuries  spread  mis- 
ery and  devastation  among,  these  people;  has  interrupted,  if  not  eradi- 
cated, some  of  their  most  barbarous  superstitions,  ministered  new  incen- 
tives to  their  industry,  opened  new  channels  and  supplied  new  motives 
and  rewards  to  trade,  ana  invited  them  to  listen  to  the  teachings  and  be- 
come enriched  with  all  the  blessings  of  civilization  and  Christianity.  In  a 
recent  trial  for  a  capital  offence  in  the  county  of  Grand  Bassa,  three  native 
Africans  sat  among  the  jury;  nor  is  it  unusual  to  meet  with  respectable 
individuals  of  this  class  holding  commissions  as  public  officers  of  justice 
or  police  from  the  president  of  the  republic. 

The  Maryland  Colony,  at  Cape  Palmas,  exerts,  perhaps,  a  less  positive 
and  controlling  authority  over  its  large  native  population  than  is  exerted 
by  the  government  of  the  republic:  yet  the  influence  of  its  intelligent  and 
respectable  officers  is  highly  beneficial,  and  must  increase;  while  the  mis- 
sionary establishment  within  its  limits  excites^ur  admiration,  and  deserves 
the  most  liberal  support. 

Two  papers  which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  with  this  report- 
one  fipom  the  Rev.  Mr.  Payne,  superintendent  of  the  Episcopal  Mis- 
sion at  Cavalla,  (within^the  limits  of  the  Maryland  colony,)  on  the  cus- 
toms, government,  and  superstitions  of  theGreybo  peode,  (in  population 
about  25,000;)  and  another,  on  the  Kroo  people,  from  the  Kev.  Mr.  Connelly 
and  lady,  who  have  resided  for  several  years  at  Setira  Kroa — ^will  be  in- 
teresting to  those  who  desire  the  advancement  of  civilization  and  Chris- 
tianity in  Africa.* 

In  regard  to  the  third  subject  of  inquiry  specified  in  my  instructions — 
^'  the  form  of  the  government  and  the  characters  of  the  leading  men  in  the 
executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  departments" — allow  me  to  point  to  the 
constitution  of  the  republic  of  Liberia,  herewith  submitted,  fully  pervaded 
by  the  spirit  of  liberty,  and  in  all  vital  particulars  conformed  to  the  model 
of  our  own  American  free  governnient.f  No  provision  is  contained  in  this 
constitution  for  the  existence  of  separc.te  State  governments,  nor  do  its 

*See  Rev.  Mr.  Payne^s  statement — appendix,  F. 
ts^  CoDtttitution,  immediataly  following  tbia  report 
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firamers  appear  to  have  contemplated  or  desired  their  existence:  but  in  A€ 
IHTOvision  for  the  election  of  the  president  and  representatives  every  two 

i rears;  in  the  subordination  of  the  military  to  the  civil  power;  in  the  deo 
arations  of  the  right  of  trial  by  jury^  of  universal  toleration  in  matters  of 
religion >  and  of  the  freedom  of  the  press;  and  in  the  prohibition  of  the 
slave  trade  and  slavery^ — have  the  people  shown  the  purpose  and  ability  to 
rear  for  the  protection  of  their  liberties  a  wisely-limited  and  justly-con- 
structed republican  government.  The  fifleenth  section  of  the  miscella- 
neous provisions  of  this  constitution  embodies  a  purpose  so  worthy  of  a 
Christian  people,  so  auspicious  towards  the  uncivilized  children  of  Afirica, 
that  I  am  most  happy  to  copy  it  entire  in  this  report: 

"  Section  16.  The  ini[m)vement  of  the  native  tribes,  and  their  ad- 
vancement in  the  arts  of  agriculture  and  husbandry,  being  a  cherished 
object  ot  this  government,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  to  appoint  in 
each  county  some  discreet  person,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  regular 
and  periQdical  tours  through  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  natives  to  these  wholesome  branches  of  industry,  and  of 
instructing  them  in  the  same;  and  the  legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  can 
conveniently  be  done,  make  provision  for  these  purposes  by  the  appropria- 
tion of  money." 

From  personal  observation,  I  may  speak  with  confidence  of  the  mighty 
effects  wrought  upon  the  intellect,  hopes,  and  purposes  of  the  authorities 
and  people  of  Liberia  by  the  freedom  which  has  ever  been  theirs  upon 
that  shore,  and  by  the  high  position  which  they  have  now  taken  of  na- 
tional independence.  Some  of  the  most  distinguished  men  in  the  repub- 
lic are  among  those  who  went  thither  in  childhood,  have  received  their 
entire  education  in  its  schools,  and  bear  in  their  manners,  their  whole 
deportment,  and  upon  their  very  aspect,  the  signs  of  a  just  self  respect,  of 
subdued  passions,  of  virtuous  resolution,  and  of  a  mature  and  well-disci- 
plined judgment. 

The  president  of  the  republic  is  a  gentleman  of  distinguished  talents 
and  courage,  of  unaffected,  plain,  but  polished  manners,  truly  exemplary 
in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  dedicated  in  all  his  thoughts  and  ener^es 
to  the  great  interests  of  the  commonwealth  over  which,  by  a  wise  public 
discernment,  he  has  been  chosen  to  preside.  The  vice  president,  the 
heads  of  the  several  departments  of  the  government,  the  chief  justice  of 
the  supreme  court,  and  others  invested  with  offices  of  public  responsi- 
bility, appeared  to  be  intelligent  and  judicious  men,  very  intent  upon  a 
faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  stations,  and  ardently 
devoted  to  the  constitution  and  improvement  of  their  country.  Pew  state 
papers  will  be  found  to  surpass,  in  dignity  oi  thought  and  language,  the 
inaugural  address  or  the  several  messages  of  President  Roberts;  nor  will 
these  and  other  produrUious  of  decided  merit  from  the  pens  of  citizt^ns  of 
Liberia  permit  us  to  doubt  the  ability  of  the  people  of  that  republic  to 
conduct  successfully  the  great  affairs  of  government. 

On  tbis  subject,  as  of  greater  force  than  any  mere  statement  or  ail- 
ment, I  have  the  honor  to  invite  attention  to  a  iew  extract^^  from  the  recent 
official  papers  of  President  Koberts,  and  from  published  discourses  of  other 
citizens  of  Liberia.  President  Roberts  concludes  witli  the  following  sen- 
tences his  inaugural  address: 

^'The  time  has  been,  I  admit,  when  men,  without  being  chargeable 
with  timidity,  or  with  a  disposition  to  undervalue  the  capacities  of  the 
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African  race,  might  ha^e  doubted  the  success  of  the  colonization  enter- 
prise,  and  the  feasibility  of  establishing  an  independent  Christian  State  on 
this  coast,  composed  of,  and  conducted  wholly  by,  colored  men;  but,  fel- 
low-citizens, that  time  has  p^t.  The  American  Colonization  Society  has 
redeemed  jts  pledge;  and  I  believe  in  my  soul  that  the  permanency  of  the 
government  of  the  republic  of  Liberia  is  now  fixed  upon  as  firm  a  oasis  as 
human  wisdom  is  capable  of  devising.  Nor  is  thern  any  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  the  Divine  Disposer  of  human  events,  after  having  separated 
us  from  the  house  of  bondage,  and  led  us  safely  through  so  many  dan- 
gers towards  the  land  of  liberty  and  promise,  will  leave  the  work  of  our 
political*,  redemption  and  consequent  happiness  unfinished,  and  either 

Eermit  us  to  perish  in  a  wilderness  of  difficulties,  or  suffer  us  to  be  carried 
ack  in  chains  to  that  country  of  prejudices  from  whose  oppression  he 
has  mercifully  delivered  us  with  his  outstretched  arm. 

^<  And,  fellow-citizene,  it  must  afford  the  most  heartfelt  pleasure  and 
satisfaction  to  every  friend  of  Liberia,  and  real  lover  of  liberty  in  general, 
to  observe  by  what  a  fortunate  train  of  circumstances  and  incidents  the 
people  of  these  colonies  have  arrived  at  absolule  freedom  and  independ- 
ence. When  we  look  abroad  and  see  by  what  slow  and  painful  steps, 
marked  with  blood  and  ills  of  every  kind,  other  States  of  the  world  have 
advanced  to  liberty  and  independence,  we  cannot  but  adrnire  and  praise 
that  all  gracious  Providence,  who,  by  his  unerring  ways,  has,  with  so 
few  sufferings  on  our  part,  compared  with  other  States,  led  us  to  this 
happy  stage  in  our  progress  towards  those  great  and  important  objects* 
And  that  it  is  the  will  of  Heaven  that  mankind  should  be  free,  is  clearly 
evidenced  by.  the  wealth,  vigor,  virtue,  and  consequent  happiness  of  all 
free  Stales.  But  the  idea  that  Providence  will  establish  such  govern- 
ments as  he  shall  deem  most  fit  for  his  creatures,  and  will  give  them 
wealth,  influence,  and  happiness,  without  their  efforts,  is  palpably  absurd. 
In  short,  God*s  tnoral  government  of  the  earth  is  always  performed  by  the 
intervention  of  second  causes.     Therefore,  fellow-citizens,  while  with 

I )ious  gratitude  we  survey  the  frequent  interpositions  of  Heaven  in  our  be- 
lalf,  we  ought  to  remember  that,  as  the  disbelief  of  an  overruling  Provi- 
dence is  atheism,  so  an  absolute  confidence  of  having  our  government  re- 
lieved from  every  embarrassment,  and  its  citizens  made  respectable  and 
happy,  by  the  immediate  hand  of  God,  without  our  own  exertions,  is  the 
most  culpable  presumption.  Nor  have  we  any  reason  to  expect  that  he 
will  miraculously  make  Liberia  a  paradise,  and  deliver  us,  in  a  moment 
of  time,  from  all  the  ills  and  inconveniences  consequent  upon  the  peculiar 
circumstances  under  which  we  kre  placed,  merely  to  convince  us  that  he 
iavors  our  cause  and  government. 

"Suffi^j'ent  notifications  of  his  will  are  always  given;  and  those  who 
will  not  then  believe,  neither  would  they  believe  though  one  should  rise 
from  the  dead  to  inform  them.  Who  can  trace  the  progress  of  these  colo- 
nies, and  mark  the  incidents  of  the  wars  in  which  they  have  been 
engaged,  without  seeing  evident  tokens  of  Providential  favor?  Let  us, 
therefore,  inflexibly  persevere  in  exerting  our  most  strenuous  efforts,  in  an 
humble  and  rational  dependence  on  the  great  Governor  of  all  the  world, 
and  we  have  the  fairest  prospects  of  surmounting  all  the  difficulties  which 
may  be  thrown  in  our  way.  And  that  we  may  expect,  and  that  we  shall 
have,  difficulties — sore  difficulties — yet  to  contend. against,  in  our  progress 
to  maturity,  is  certain.  And,  as  the  political  happiness  or  wretchedness 
of  ourselves  and  our  cliildren,  and  of  generations  yet  unborn,  is  in  our 
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hands — nay,  more,  the  redemption  of  Africa  from  the  deep  degradation, 
superstition,  and  idolatry  in  which  she  has  so  long  been  involved— it 
becomes  us  to  lay  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  manfully  resist  evpiy 
obstacle  which  may  oppose  our  progress  in  the  great  work  which  lies 
before  us. 

"  The  gospel,  fellow-citizens,  is  yet  to  be  preached  to  vast  numbers  in- 
habiting this  dark  continent;  and  I  have  the  highest  reason  to  belicTe 
that  it  was  one  of  the  great  objects  of  the  Almighty  in  establishing  th«c 
colonies  that  they  might  be  the  means  of  introducing  civilization  and 
religion  among  the  barbarous  nations  of  this  country.  And  to  what  work 
more  noble  could  our  powers  be  applied  than  thai  of  bringing»up  ftoni 
darkness,  debasement,  and  misery  our  fellow-men,  and  shedding  abroad 
over  them  the  light  of  science  and  Christianity?  The  means  of  doin; 
so,  fellow-citizens,  are  in  our  reach;  and  if  we  neglect  or  do  not  make 
use  of  them,  what  excuse  shall  we  make  to  our  Creator  and  final  Judge! 
This  is  a  question  of  the  deepest  concern  to  us  all,  and  which,  in  mr 
opinion,  will  materially  affect  our  happiness  in  the  world  to  come.  Am 
surely,  if  it  ever  has  been  incumbent  on  the  people  of  Liberia  to  knov 
truth,  and  to  follow  it,  it  is  now.  Rouse,  therefore,  fellow-citizens,  ani 
do  your  duty  like  men,  and  be  persuaded  that  Divine  Providence,  as  here- 
tofore, will  continue  to  bless  all  your  virtuous  efforts.  But  if  there  be 
any  among  us  dead  to  all  sense  of  honor  and  love  of  their  country;  if 
deaf  to  all  the  calls  of  liberty,  virtue,  and  religion;  if  forgetful  ot  the 
benevolence  and  magnanimitjr  of  those  who  have  procured  this  asylum 
for  them,  and  the  future  happmess  of  their  children;  if  neither  the  exam- 
ples nor  the  success  of  other  nations,  the  dictates  of  reason  and  of  natuie, 
or  the  great  duties  they  owe  to  their  God,  themselves,  and  their  posterity) 
have  an  effect  upon  them;  if  neither  the  injuries  they  received  in  the 
land  whence  they  came,  the  prize  they  are  contending  for,  the  future 
blessings  or  curses  of  their  children,  the  applause  or  reproach  of  ^ 
mankind,  the  approbation  or  displeasure  of  the  great  Judge,  or  the  ha{^ 
nesN  or  misery  consequent  upon  their  conduct  in  this  and  m  a  future  state, 
can  move  them,— then  let  them  be  assured  that  they  deserve  to  be  slaves, 
and  are  entitled  to  nothing  but  anguish  and  tribulation;  let  them  banish 
forever  from  their  minds  the  hope  of  ever  obtaining  that  fipeedom,  reputi' 
tion,  and  happiness  which,  as  men,  they  are  entitled  to;  let  them  &rget 
every  duty,  human  and  divine,  remember  not  that  they  have  children, 
and  beware^how  they  call  to  mind  the  justice  of  the  Supreme  Being;  let 
them  return  into  slavery,  and  hug  their  chains,  and  be  a  reproach  and  a 
by-word  among  all  nations. 

^<  But  I  am  persuaded,  fellow-citizens,  that  we  have  none  such  amon; 
us;  that  every  citizen  will  do  his  duty,  and  exert  himself  to  the  utmost 
of  his  abilities  to  sustain  the  honor  of  his  country,  promote  her  interesti 
and  the  interests  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  to  hand  down  uuimpaiied 
(o  future  generations  the  freedom  and  independence  we  this  day  enjoy 

"  As  to  myself,  fellow-citizens,  I  assure  you  I  have  never  been  indif 
ferent  to  what  concerns  the  interest  of  Liberia,  my  adopted  country ;  and 
I  am  sensible  of  no  passion  which  could  seduce  me,  knowingly,  from 
the  path  of  duty  or  of  iusiice.  The  weakness  of  human  nature,  and  the 
limits  of  my  own  understanding,  may,  no  doubt  will,  produce  errors  <rf 
Tudgment.  I  repeat,  therefore,  1  shall  need  all  the  indulgence  I  ht« 
hitherto  received  at  your  hands.  I  shall  need ,  too,  the  favor  of  that  B«i^ 
in  whose  hands  we  are;  who  has  led  us,  as  Israel  of  old,  from  our  nali* 
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land)  and  planted  ns  in  a  country  abounding  in  all  the  necessaries  and 
comforts  of  life;  who  has  covered  our  infancy  with  his  providence,  and 
to  whose  goodness  I  ask  you  to  join  with  me  in  supplications  that  he  will 
so  enlighten  the  minds  of  your  servants,  guide  their  councils,  and  pros- 
per their  measures,  that  whatsoever  they  do  shall  result  in  your  ^od, 
and  shall  secure  to  you  the  peace^  friendship,  and  approbation  of  all 
nations." 

The  following  passages  are  selected  from  the  first  message  (after  the 
adoption  of  the  present  constitution  of  the  republic)  of  the  same  gende- 
man  to  the  national  legislature: 

^'  Our  situation,  however,  for  forming  a  political  society,  and  erecting 
a  free  government,  is  more  favorable,  in  many  respects^  than  that  of  any 
people  who  have  preceded  us.  We  have  the  history  and  experience  of 
all  States  before  us:  mankind  have  been  toiling  through  all  ages  for  our 
information,  and  the  philosophers  and  learned  men  of  antiquity  have 
trimmed  their  midnight  lamps  to  transmit  to  us  instructions.  We  live^ 
also,  in  an  age  when  the  jprinciples  of  political  liberty  and  the  foundation 
of  government  have  been  fully  canvassed  and  feirly  settled. 

^'  With  these  lights  before  them,  our  delegates  have  given  us  a  consti- 
tution founded,  not  upon  party  or  prejudice,  not  for  to-day  or  to-morrow, 
but  for  posterity.  It  is  founded  in  good  policy,  because,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  it  is  founded  in  iustice  and  honesty.  All  ambitious  and  inter* 
ested  views  seem  to  have  been  entirely  discarded,  and  regard  had  only  to 
the  good  of  tlie  whole,  in  which  the  situation  and  rights  of  posterity  are 
considered,  and  equal  justice  has  been  done  to  every  citizen  of  the 
republic.  And  the  highest  respect  has  been  paid  to  those  great  and  equal 
rights  of  human  nature  which  should  forever  remain  inviolate  in  every 
society.  Prnper  attention  has  also  been  given  to  the  separation  of  the  three 
great  powers  of  the  State.  Indeed,  it  is  essential  to  liberty  that  the  legis- 
lative, judicial,  and  executive  powers  of  the  government  be,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  independent  of,  and  separate  from,  each  other;  for,  were  they 
united  in  the  same  persons,  there  would  be  wanting  that  mutual  check 
which  is  the  principal  security  against  the  making  of  arbitrary  laws 
and  a  Vantou  exercise  of  power  in  the  execution  of  them.  If  these  three 
powers  are  united,  the  government  will  be  absolute,  whether  they  are  in 
the  hands  of  a  few  or  a  great  number.  The  same  party  will  be  the  legis- 
lator, accuser,  judge,  and  executioner.  What  probability,  then,  as  I  have 
heard  it  remarked,  will  an  accused  person  have  of  an  acquittal,  however 
innocent  he  may  be,  when  his  judge  is  also  a  party?" 

Having  shown  the  wisdom  of  the  convention  who  adopted  the  consti- 
tution of  the  republic  in  their  careful  provisions  to  keep  distinct  and 
independent  of  each  other  the  three  great  departments  of  the  government. 
President  Roberts  adds: 

^^  But,  gentlemen,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that,  whatever  marks  of  wis- 
dom, experience,  and  patriotism  there  may  be  in  our  new  constitution, 
like  the  just  proportions  and  elegant  forms  of  our  first  parents,  before  their 
Maker  breathed  into  them  the  breath  of  life,  it  is  yet  to  be  animated,  and^ 
until  then,  may  indeed  excite  admiration,  but  it  will  be  of  no  use;  from 
the  people  it  must  receive  its  spirit,  and  by  them  be  quickened.  Let 
Tinue,  honor,  the  love  of  liberty,  and  science,  be  and  remain  the  soul  of 
our  present  constitution,  and  it  must,  it  will,  become  the  source  of  great 
and  extensive  happiness  to  this  and  future  generations.    Vice,  ignorance, 
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and  the  want  of  vigilance^  will  be  the  only  enemies  able  to  destroy  it. 
Against  this  provide. 

"  Every  citizen  of  l^iberia  ought  diligently  to  read  and  study  the  con- 
stitution of  his  country,  and  teach  the  rising  generations  to  be  free.  By 
knowing  their  rights,  they  will  sooner  perceive  when  they  are  violated? 
and  be  the  better  prepared  to  defend  and  assert  them." 

The  final  words  of  this  message  are  most  pertinent,  just,  and  impres- 
sive— earnestly  expressive  of  devout  gratituae  to  the  Almighty,  and  of 
confidence  in  the  guardian  care  of  his  ever-watchful  and  omnipotent 
providence: 

*'The  present  crisis,  gentlemen,  imposes  an  obligation  on  all  the  de- 
partments of  government  to  adopt  an  explicit  and  decided  course;  and,  as 
It  is  our  indispensable  duty,  may  it  be  our  invariable  aim,  to  exhibit  to 
our  constituents  the  brightest  examples  of  disinterested  love  for  the  com- 
mon weal,  and  particularly  to  be  inflexible  in  our  resolutions  to  know 
neither  friend  nor  favorite,  whenever  his  solicitations  appear  incompatibb 
with  the  public  good.  In  our  public  capacities  we  ought  to  rise  superior 
to  all  private  attachment  or  resentment,  and  make  the  intrinsic  merit  of 
every  candidate  for  an  office  our  sole  rule  for  his  promotion.  Let  us, 
both  by  precept  and  practice,  encourage  a  spirit  of  economy,  industry, 
and  patriotism,  and  that  public  integrity  and  righteousness  which  cannot 
fail  to  exalt  a  nation.  May  the  foundation  of  our  State  be  laid  in  virtue 
and  the  fear  of  God,  and  the  superstructure  will  rise  gloriously,  and  endure 
lor  ages.  Then  may  we  humbly  expect  the  blessings  of  *  the  Most  High, 
who  divides  to  the  nations  their  inheritance,  and  separates  the  sons  of 
Adam.'  In  fine,  gendemen,  let  us  unitedly  strive  to  approve  ourselves 
master-builders,  by  giving  beauty,  strength,  and  stal)ilily  to  our  new 
government. 

'*  On  my  part,  a  most  solemn  oath  has  been  taken  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  my  duty;  on  yours,  a  solemn  assurance  has  been  given  to  sup- 
port me  therein.  Thus,  a  public  compact  between  us  stands  recorded. 
And  you  maj^  rest  assured,  gentlemen,  that  I  shall  keep  this  oath  ever  in 
mind.  The  constitution  shall  be  the  invariable  rule  of  my  conduct;  my 
ears  shall  be  always  opened  to  the  complaints  of  the  injured;  justice,  in 
mercy,  shall  neither  be  denied  nor  delayed;  our  laws,  and  the  liberties  of 
Liberia,  shall  be  maintained  and  defended  to  the  utmost  of  my  power. 
I  repose  the  most  perfect  confidence  in  your  engagement;  and,  on  my 
part,  you  may  count  on  a  cordial  concurrence  in  every  measure  for  the 
public  good,  and  on  all  the  information  I  possess  which  may  enable  you 
to  discharge  to  advantage  the  high  functions  with  which  you  are  invested 
by  your  fellow-citizens.  But  above  all,  gentlemen,  we  have  great  reasons 
to  rejoice,  in  view  of  the  confidence  we  are  encouraged  to  feel  m  the  guar- 
dianship and  guidance  of  that  Almighty  Being  whose  power  regulates  the 
destiny  of  nations,  and  whose  blessings  have  been  conspicuously  dis- 
pensed  to  this  infant  republic,  and  to  whom  we  are  bound  to  address  our 
devout  gratitude  for  the  past,  as  well  as  our  fervent  supplications  and  best 
hopes  for  the  future." 

The  Rev.  Hilary  Teage,  editor  of  the  Liberia  Herald,  expressed  his 
thoughts  on  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  in  the  following  language: 

**  That  man  amongst  us  who  does  not  feel  that  by  this  act  he  has  en- 
tered upon  a  new  career,  has  assumed  new  responsibilities,  and  has  re- 
ceived a  new  impetus  and  a  new  motive  to  action,  is  to  be  pitied  for  his 
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Mindness^  rather  than  envied  for  his  indifference;  and^  to  say  the  least, 
he  is  not  yet  prepared  for  extensive  usefulness. 

"  We  would  warn  our  people  against  the  infatuation  of  supposing  that, 
because  we  have  declared  ourselves  sovereign  and  independent,  therefore 
we  have  fulfilled  our  destiny,  and  attained  the  summit  of  poHtical  perfec- 
tion; and  we  would  also  warn  Ihem  against  despondency,  in  view  of  any 
difficulties  we  may  be  called  to  encounter.  Our  condition  affords  no  scope 
for  idle  enthusiasm,  nor  for  unmanly  timidity.  All  great  undertakings  are 
attended  with  difficulties,  and  usually  demand  an  effort  proportioned  to 
their  magnitude.  It  is  of  the  last  importance  for  us  to  know  where,  and 
by  whom,  this  effort  is  to  be  made.  We  need,  and  if  we  are  wise  we  will 
seek,  the  sympathy  and  friendly  countenance  of  foreign  nations,  ft  will 
be  encouraging  to  be  recognised  as  forming  one  in  the  great  community  of 
nations,  and  to  receive  the  usual  comities  of  that  relation  ;  still,  we  must 
learn  to  call  off  all  unreasonable  expsctation  fh>m  every  foreign  quarter, 
and  be  penetrated  with  the  conviction  that  the  proper  scene  of  this  extra- 
ordinary effort  is  the  republic  of  Liberia,  and  the  effort  itself  to  be  made 
by  us.'* 

Mr.  Teage,  in  a  discourse  delivered  in  Monrovia,  thus  expresses  his 
views  on  education: 

"  The  education  of  our  youth  is  the  next  subject  to  which  I  would  di- 
rect your  attention.  '  Knowledge  is  power'  is  an  old  proverb,  but  not 
tlie  less  true  because  it  is  old.  This  is  the  spring  that  regulates  the 
movements  of  society;  this  is  at  once  the  lever  and  safety-valve  of  human 
institutions.  Without  it,  society  will  either  not  move  at  all,  or,  like  an 
unbalanced,  unhelmed  ship,  move  in  a  direction  tind  at  a  rate  that  must 
eventually  destroy  it.  Education  corrects  vice,  cures  disorders,  abates 
jealousies,  adorns  virtue,  commands  the  winds,  triumphs  over  the  waves, 
scales  the  heavens.  In  a  word,  education  lays  all  nature  under  tribute, 
and  forces  her  to  administer  to  the  comfort  and  hapiness  of  man.  Nor  is 
this  all  that  education  does.  It  ennobles  and  elevates  the  mind,  and 
urges  the  soul  upward,  and  animates  it  to  deeds  of  high  and  lasting  re- 
nown. Education  opens  sources  of  pure,  refined,  and  exquisite  enjoy- 
ment; it  unlocks  the  temple  of  nature,  and  admits  the  awe-stricken  soul  to 
behold  and  admire  the  wondrous  works  of  God.  An  ignorant,  vicious, 
idle  community  has  the  elements  of  destruction  already  in  its  bosom.  On 
the  very  first  application  of  a  torch,  they  will  explode  and  lay  the  whole 
fabric  in  ruins.  A  virtuous,  orderly,  educated  people  have  all  the  ele- 
ments of  national  greatness  and  national  perpetuity.  Would  we  be  happy 
at  home  and  respected  abroad,  we  must  educate  our  youth." 

Of  this  oration  by  Mr.  Teage  the  following  is  the  concluding  passage: 

**  The  last  remark  time  will  allow  me  to  make,  under  ihis  head,  is,  that 
^righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,  but  sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people.' 
All  attempts  to  correct  the  depravity  of  man,  to  stay  the  headlong  pro- 
pensity to  vice,  to  abate  the  madness  of  ambition,  will  be  found  deplora- 
bly inefficient,  unless  we  apply  the  restrictions  and  the  tremendous  sanc- 
tions of  religion.  A  profound  regard  and  deference  for  religion ;  a  constant 
recognition  of  our  dependence  upon  God,  and  of  our  obligation  and  account- 
ability to  him;  an  ever-present,  ever-pressing  sense  of  his  universal  and 
all-controlling  providence, — this,  and  only  this,  can  give  energy  to  the 
arm  of  law,  cool  the  raging  fever  of  the  passions,  and  abate  the  lofly  pre- 
tensions of  mad  ambition.    In  prosperity,  let  us  bring  out  our  thank-offer- 
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ingy  and  present  it  with  cbeerftil  hearts,  in  orderly^  virtuous^  and  religioiff 
conduct.  In  adversity;  let  us  consider,  confess  our  sins,  and  abase  our* 
selves  before  the  throne  of  God.  In  danger,  let  us  go  to  him  whose  pre- 
logative  it  is  to  deliver;  let  us  go  to  him  with  the  humility  and  confi- 
dence which  a  deep  conviction  that  the  battle  is  not  to  the  strong,  and 
the  race  to  the  swift,  is  calculated  to  inspire. 

"  Fellow-citizens!  we  stand  now  on  ground  never  occupied  by  a  people 
before.  However  insignificant  we  may  regard  ourselves,  the  eyes  of  ho- 
lope  and  America  are  upon  us,  as  a  germ  destined  to  burst  from  its  en- 
closure in  the  earth,  unfold  its  petals  to  the  genial  air,  rise  to  the  height 
and  swell  to  the  dimensions  of  the  full-grown  tree,  or  (inglorious,  fate!)  to 
shrivel,  to  die,  and  be  buried  in  oblivion.  Rise,  fellow-citizens! — ^rise  to  a 
clear  and  full  perception  of  your  tremendous  responsibilities.  Upon  you^ 
rely  upon  it,  depends,  in  a  measure  you  can  hardly  conceive,  the  futun 
destiny  of  your  race.  You  are  to  give  the  answer,  whether  the  Africaa 
race  is  doomed  to  interminable  degradation — a  hideous  blot  on  the  lair 
face  of  creation,  a  libel  upon  the  dignity  of  human  nature — or  incapable 
to  take  an  honorable  rank  amongst  the  great  family  of  nations.  The 
friends  of  the  colony  are  trembling,  the  enemies  of  the  colored  man  aie 
hoping.  Say,  follow-citizens,  will  you  palsy  the  hands  of  your  friends, 
and  sicken  their  hearts,  and  gladden  the  souls  of  your  enemies,  by  a  base 
refusal  to  enter  upon  the  career  of  glory  which  is  now  opening  so  propi- 
tiously before  you  ?  The  genius  of  Universal  Emancipation,  bending  from 
her  lofty  seat,  invites  you  to  accept  the  wreath  of  national  independence. 
The  voice  of  your  friends,  swelling  upon  the  breeze,  cries  to  you  from 
afar:  Raise  your  standard !  assert  your  independence !!  throw  out  your 
banners  to  the  wind  !!  And  will  the  descendants  of  the  mighty  Pharaoha, 
that  awed  the  world — ^will  the  sons  of  him  who  drove  back  the  serried 
legions  of  Rome,  and  laid  siege  to  the  '^Eternal  City" — will  they,  the 
achievements  of  whose  fathers  are  yet  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the 
world — will  they  refuse  the  proffered  boon,  and  basely  cling  to  the  chains 
of  slavery  and  dependence?  Never!  never!!  never!!!.  Shades  of  the 
mighty  dead,  spirits  of  departed  great  ones,  inspire  us,  animate  us  to  the 
t&k,  nerve  us  for  the  battle!  Pour  into  our  bosom  a  portion  of  that  ardor 
and  patriotism  which  bore  you  on  to  batde,  to  victory,  and  to  conquest. 

<<  Shall  Liberia  live?  Yes;  in  the  generous  emotions  now  swelling  in 
your  bosoms — ^in  the  high  and  noble  purpose  now  fixing  itself  in. your 
mind,  and  ripening  into  the  unyieldingness  of  an  indomitable  principle — 
we  hear  the  inspiring  response,  Liberia  shall  live  before  God,  and  before 
the  nations  of  the  earth." 

On  the  24th  of  August,  1847,  the  independence  of  the  republic  was 
celebrated,  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  Monrovia;  and  from 
the  oi^tion  of  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Payne  on  that  occasion  we  offer  the  follow- 
ing just  and  patriotic  sentiments: 

'^  Call  upon  the  spirit  of  the  American  patriots,  and  let  similar  feelings 
possess  your  bosoms,  and  break  forth  into  manly  exertion,  and  yours 
will  be  the  honor  of  having  founded  and  reared  up  a  republican  govern- 
ment for  the  oppressed  of  our  race.  The  vastness  of  the  undertaking 
makes  it  too  much  for  any  portion  less  than  the  whole  community  to  sus- 
tain and  conduct  it  prosperously;  therefore  it  is  highly  important  that  we 
be  untied.  Great  evils  have  been  entailed  upon  nations — mighty  king- 
doms and  empires  have  fallen  to  rise  no  more — ^by  discord,  which   ulli- 
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mately  genders  into  anaichy  and  bloodshed  and  destruction.  The 
sagacious  politician,  havJng  an  eye  upon  what  is  the  dreadful  conse* 
quences  of  the  want  of  union ^  was  enabled  to  predict,  as  if  he  caught 
the  true  spirit  of  prophecy,  *  United  we  stand,  divided  we  fall.*  This 
principle  may  well  be  denominated  xhe  national  pulse,  the  regular  beat- 
ings of  which  are  indispensably  necessary  to  the  vitality  of  a  nation.  ^  If 
a  kingdom  be  divided  against  itself,  that  kingdom  cannot  stand;'  and,  as 
sure  as  these  word$  are  true,  so  will  the  destruction  of  this  republic  be, 
if  union  be  not  maintained  among  ub.  Be  united,  Liberians;  understand 
one  another;  know  your  common  object;  let  all  animosities  fall  this  day 
at  the  foot  of  yon  staff;  and  declare  henceforward  we  be  brethren,  aiming 
at  the  common  good.  These  are  not  the  only  premises  from  which  we 
\irouId  infer  the  future  prosperity  or  indestructibility  of  this  repubUc;  for 
the  history  of  nations  teaches  us  there  are  other  indispensable  virtues, 
firopi  among  which  we  will  extract  only  two  more. 

"  One  is  industry — ^the  origin  of  all  physical,  mental,  and  political  ad- 
vancement— the  foundation  of  all  national .  grandeur — forgetfulness  of 
which  is  an  impassable  barrier  to  all  personal  or  national  prosperity  and 
happiness,  it  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  course  of  Providence  to 
expect  these  without  the  employment  of  the  means  ordained  for  their 
production,  and  accordingly  attended  to  by  all  thriving  nations.  I  need 
not  remind  you  of  the  importance  of  agriculture  to  a  nation's  prosperity: 
you  have  only  to  cast  your  eye  whence  you  came,  and  contemplate  the 
riches  extracted  by  the  industrious  from  a  soil  in  few  respects  better  than 
yours.  With  a  country  capacious  and  fertile,  abounding  with  products 
much  demanded  by  some  nations,  what  can  hinder  yo  i  from  becoming 
prosperous  and  happy,  but  idleness,  the  bane  of  society,  and  fruitful 
cause  of  many  evils?  Mental  improvement  is  also  absolutely  necessary. 
<  Knowledge  is  power'  is  an  axiom  worthy  of  attention.  The  enlight-  . 
ened  of  all  ages  haye  paid  becoming  attention  to  it;  and,  even  to  tliis 
day,  we  behold  them  offering  their  petitions  and  adorations  at  the  shrine 
of  Wisdoai,  acknowledging  their  indebtedness  to  her  for  all  that  is  good 
and  virtuous  in  the  transactions  of  the  affairs  of  life.  While  all  nations 
thus  show  their  csiimate  of  knowledge,  shall  we  be  dormant?  Shall  we 
enter  the  political  worid  without  the  qualifications  necessary  to  maintain 
our  national  existence?  Shall  we,  if  we  ever  gain  a*  footing  in  thatL 
worid,  remain  where  we  are,  \vhen  all  nations  are  moving  forward  ia 
this  respect?  Was  ever  there  a  time  in  the  history  of  Liberia  when  mea 
of  intellectual  stamp  were  more  needed?  It  requires  no  small  portion  of 
knowledge  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  a  people.  Here,  then,  is  roem  fci: 
improvement,  and  fi^r  the  exercise  of  laudable  ambition ;  here  is  an.,  ade- 
quate stimulus  to  apply  to  ourselves  and  our  children. 

*^  In  relBiecting  upon  our  present  condition,  and  the  new  career  just  en- 
tered uppn,  it  would  not  be  improper  to  inquire  by  wliose.aid  and  protec- 
tection  we  have  been  sustained  and  delivered  from  the  imminent  dangeis 
that  have  at  different  times  gathered  around  and  threatened  u&with  destruc- 
tion. We  feel  it  just  to  acknowledge  that  it  is  not  owing  to  any  skill  or 
might  in  us  that  we  have  succeeded,  notwithstanding  these  oppDsitions, 
but  to  the  protection  and  aid  of  that  Being  who  rules  the  nations,  and  holds 
the  destiny  of  each  in  his  hand.  And  if,  when  we  look  back,  we  are  led  to 
exclaim '  What  hath  God  wrought!'  we  see  every  reason,  that  induced  lis 
Ex.— 2 
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to  trust  in  bim  occupying  the  same  place;  and  teaching  us  it  is  our  dstr 
to  do  so  in  future, 

«<  I  can  ao  nothing  better,  in  concluding  this,  address,  than  to  direct 
your  attention  to  the  propriety  of  depending  upon  the  omnipotent  arm  of 
tlie  Almighty.  Remember  that  he  hath  said,  (and  what  he  says  is  troe,) 
'Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,  But  sjn  is  a  reproach  to  any  peojrfe.* 
A  tenacious  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion^  obe- 
dience to  its  precepts,  encouragement  of  its  institutions  and  ordinancei 
among  oui-selves  and  children.,  will,  with  the  other  indispensables  men- 
tioned above,  insure  stability  and  prosperity  to  this  republic;  while  its 
happy  influences  will  ooze  out^  to  water  and  make  glad  the  moral  Sahan 
around  us.  But,  fellow-citizens,  the  reverse  of  these  things,  and  an  in- 
dulgence in  national  i^ins,  will  not  only  disgirace  us  in  the  estimation  of 
the  good  and  virtuous  of  the  world,  but  bring,  down  upon  us  the  judg- 
ments of  the  God  of  holiness.  We  have  only  to  inquire  of  you,  Libe- 
rians,  Shall  this  republic  be  prosperous,  and  advance  in  national  import' 
ance?  Doubtless  it  is  destuied  to  do  so;  but  may  we  not  retard  and  make 
it  a  reproach  to  the  world?  Nought  should  inspire  us  with  a  greater  iko- 
lution  to  advance  this  arduous  but  glorious  work  than  the  consideration 
of  the  rising  and  future  generations.  Shall  they  be  cast  out  aud  oppressed 
in  future,  when  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  hand  down  to  them  a  govern- 
ment well  founded,  and  built  upon  sanctified  principles?  Shall  they  hare 
cause  to  lament  that  their  fathers  were  so  base  and  inconsiderate,  having 
had  it  in  their  power  to  bequeath  them  inestimable  blessings,  yet,  through 
supineness  and  degrading  carelessness,  iailed  to  do  so?  Eternal  and 
merited  infamy  will  be  attached  to  our  names.  Again:  will  you  not  en- 
deavor to  wipe  away  the  opprobrium  from  the  colored  race,  and  prove  to 
the  world  ihat  it  is  equally  susceptible  with  any  other  of  mental  cul:aie 
and  good  government?  If  Liberia  have  enemies — if  prejudice  would 
prompt  to  laughter  at  the  non-success  of  this  republic— how  would  the 
joy  of  such  be  augmented  to  hear  of  a  failure  in  this  undertaking?  0  U- 
berians!  think  ot  these  considerations;  and  let  the  thought  inspire  youi 
hearts  with  a  holy  and  indomitable  resolution  to  advance  your  cause,  that 
the  republic  may  be  safe  and  respected  by  the  world — that  the  light  of 
that  lone  star  may  illuminate  this  benighted  land^  and,  as  you  fiide  awajr 
from  among  the  Jiving,  yours  will  be  the  great  satisfaction  of  seeing  your 
descendants  established  and  happily  situated  in  a  government  founded 
and  reared  with  great  exertion,  and  roadered  permanent  by  the  strict  ob- 
servance of  the  principles  of  good  government  by  you,  their  parents, 
whose  memories  will  be  encircled  in  their  estimation  with  a  halo  of  never- 
fading  glory.'' 

In  an  oration  delivered  on  the  26th  of  July  last,  in  commemoration  oi 
the  independence  of  tlje  republic,  by  R.  L.  Stryker,  esq.,  is  the  following 
passage: 

"  My  fellow-citizens,  you  have  laid  the  foundation  of  a  great  lepubliCr 

^destined  to  civilize  and  Christianize  the  reinote  and  barbarous  tribes  of 

Africa.    Twenty-five  years  have  you  been  laying  this  foundation,  which, 

in  the  ever-memorable  year  of  1847,  completed  tlie  first  epoch  in  your 

.national  history.    To  Charity  you  owe  an  immense  debt  of  gratitude: 

she  has  called  to  her  aid,  in  the  cause  of  ^  African  colonization,'  the 

\wi8est  and  best  men  of  the  age.    And  it  is  remarkable  to  know  that  the 

demands  of  Charity  have  been  responded  to  by  far  the  largest  number  of 
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Btien  of  4}is(iQc6on  that  she  ever  befbie  has  been  able  to  bring  to  beer  ir 
aiiy  one  matter — ^missionary  societies  excepted,  and  other  means  ibr  the 
promulgation  of  the  gospel.  Here  commences  a  train  of  unparalleled 
concurrences — noble  in  their  objects,  and  happy  in  their  results:  here 
t^mmences  the  mit>ral  and  physical  renovation  of  Africa.  Her  sons  re- 
turn from  bondage,  not  to  mourn  over  the  desolation  around,  but,  like  the 
Jews,  to  ^rebuild  the  waste  places,  and  rear  the  temple  to  the  living  God. 
In  the  phvsical  renovation,  we  see  the  dense  forest  disappearing  before 
the  tide  oi  civiiisaxioR,  the  beauties  of  nature  springing  up  beneath  the 
hand  of  the  cultivator,  and  the  works  of  art  vying  with  many  stupen- 
dous works  of  nature.  In  the  nioral  renovation,  we  behold  man  stand- 
ing erect  in  the  image  of  his  Maker,  unknown  to  any  bondage  except  that 
«f  his  Creator,  and  holding  converse  with  the  Revealed  Pisiges  which 
contain  the  ultimate  destiny  of  ^  God's  works.'  Here,  as  ytm  advance, 
-will  commence  the  mighty  contest  of  the  Redeemer's  religion  with  the 
pagan  and  Mahometan  doctrine--^r,  I  should  say,  the  Devil^s  kingdom 
on  earth — \|^hich  must  end  in  ihe  rule  of  God's  might 

*^  Civilization  must  here  take  a  peculiar  feature  from  what  it  has  taken 
among  any  people  in  modern  times.  It  will,  instead  of  exterminating  the 
barbarous  heathen,  bring  him  into  the  customs  and  usages  of  civilised 
society;  it  will  teach  him  arts  and  sciences:  and  who  will  predict  but  that 
he  it  is,  with  liberty  stamped  upon  his  brow,  that  shall  restore  to  the 
world  again  the  long- lost  arts  and  sciences,  and  call,  in  tones  of  thunderi 
.  to  drowsy  Africa,  until,  in  the  language  of  one,  she  ^  shall  be  redeemed, 
legenerated)  and  disenthralled?' " 

Is  it  to  be  believed  that  men  capable  of  thoughts  so  just,  of  sentiments 
so  patriotic,  of  hopes  and  purposes  so  elevated,  humane,  and  far-reachinff 
in  beneficence,  who  have  already  established  one  of  the  least  defective  and 
most  perfect  of  free  governments,  will  fail  to  sustain  the  fabric  they  have 
reared,  to  obey  their  own  laws,  and  to  win,  by  their  fidelity  to  truths 
liberty,  and  religion  ^^  the  approbation  of  the  Christian  world? 

On  the,  fourth  topic  of  inquiry — <^the  public  revenue  and  the  means  by 
which  it  is  raised" — I  observe  that,  for  the  two  years  previous  to  the  in- 
dependence of  the  republic,  the  annual  revenue  of  the  government,  de- 
rived mainly  from  a  six-per-cent.  ad  valorem  duty  on  imports,  amounted 
to  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  dollars.  With  a  view  to  augment  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  the  legislature,  after  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution, 
authorized  and  instnicted  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  import  hdl 
tobacco,  powder,  salt,  muskets  and  other  fire-arms,  with  earthen  and 
crockery  ware,  (articles  in  great  demand  for  the  African  trade,)  and  to 
dispose  of  these  articles  at  a  certain  specified  advance  on  the  first  cost. 
But  it  is  said  this  monopoly  by  the  government  has  not  met  the  public 
expectation,  and  that  it  will  be  greatly  modified,  if  not  wholly  abandoned. 
On  all  goods  imported  into  the  republic  is  imposed  a  duty  of  six  per  cent., 
with  certain  exceptions  specified,  wherein  the  duty  is  still  higher.  The 
note  below  exhibits  some  of  the  revenue  provisions  of  the  republic* 
The  President,  without  stating  the  exact  amount  of  the  present  revenue, 
expressed  the  opinion  that  it  would  hereafter  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
government,  though  it  must,  for  some  years,  fall  far  short  of  what  mi^ht 
be  desirably  expended  for  many  objects  of  great  public  utility. 

*  See  appendix  A. 
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In  regaid  '^  to  the  militarjr  and  Qaval  feree  of  the  repablic/'  lo  Ar 
honor  of  the  people  of  Liberia  should  it  be  recorded;  that^from  tha 
earliest  settlement  upon  the  African  coast,  they  have^  by  courage  and  dit- 
cipline,  defended  themselves  against  the  machinations  of  slave  tradcn. 
and  the  combined  forces  of  many  barbarous  tribes^  and  in  no  iustaacc 
suflTered  defeat.     With  the  exception  of  such  as  are  exempted  in  Firtue  rf 
religions  or  civil  offices,  all  the  males  in  the  lepublie,  from  the  age  of  sii- 
.  teen  to  fifty ,  are  subject  to  military  duty ;  may  be  called  at  any  momesi 
by  the  executive  into  actual  service;  and,  in  time  of  peace,  muster,  on 
stated  days,  and  in  obedience  to  a  uniform  law,  in  the  several  settlemena. 
ibr  examination,  exercise,  and  discipline.    This  force,  wdl  armed  and 
disciplined,  may  be,  in  number,  from  one  thousand  to  fifteen  hnndied 
men;  while  a  much  larger  native  force  might  doubtless  be  brought  iaio 
more  or  less  effectual  service,  in  case  of  an  invasion.    Of  .naval  force  the 
republic  has  nothing,  with  the  exception  of  one  small  but  beautiful  vessd, 
armed  with  four  guns,  a  present  n'om  the  British  government.     Siace 
foreign  vessels  are,  without  exception,  subject  to  certain  commercial  nf- 
ulations,  and  duties  imposed  on  all  merchandise  brought  within  the  le- 
public,  wherever  landed,  and  whether  consigned  to  the  American  setdecs 
or  native  Africans,  this  vessel  will  prove  of  great  utihty  in  guarding  froia 
violation  the  revenue  laws,  and  in  enforcing  their  )m>v]sions.     This  ves- 
sel also  afi^ords  an  easy  and  rapid  conveyance  of  any  orders  ox  officers  of 
the  government  to  different  points  of  the  coast,  will  enable  the  public 
authorities  to  observe  any  movements  for  the  renewal  of  the  slave  inide, 
and  to  adopt  measures  to  counteract  them,  and  communicate  intelligence 
between  the  settlements  in  any  dangerous  emergency* 

"  Of  the  administration  of  justice,  the  system  of  laws  upon  which  it  is 
based,  and,  most  especially,  whether  it  is  entirely  impartial  towards  the 
inhabitants  of  the  republic,"  I  am  gratified  to  express  the  opinion  tbii 
the  judicial  system  of  the  republic  is  wisely  constituted,  and  that  justicf 
is  administered  to  all  classes  impartially,  and  without  unnecessary  ex- 
pense or  delay.     By  th^  constitution,  the  judicial  power  of  the  republic 
IS  vested  in  one  supreme  court,  and  such  other  subordinate  courts  as  the 
legislature  may  from  time  to  time  establish.    The  supreme  court  has 
original  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors  or  other  public 
ministers  or  consuls,  and  those  to  which  the  republic  shall  be  a  party.    All 
judges  of  courts  are  to  hold  office  during  good  behaviour,  but  may  be  le- 
moved  by  the  president,  at  the  request  of  two-thirds  of  both  houses  of  the 
legislature,  or  when  impeached  and  convicted.    By  authority  of  the  legis- 
lature, qualified  justices  of  the  peace  may  arrest  offenders  against  the  laws 
or  public  peace,. commit  them  to  prison,  or  take  security  for  their  appear- 
ance for  trial,  and  may  determine  actions  for  debt,  where  the  amount  ia 
question  does  not  exceed  thirty  dollars,  though  the  parties  have  the  right 
of  appeal  to  the  ensuing  monthly  court.    In  each  of  the  counties  of  the 
republic  is  held  a  monthly  court,  composed  of  not  more  than  five  nor  \ts» 
tlum  three  justices  of  the  peace,  which  court  is  to  examine  and  decide  od 
all  cases  of  commitment  by  justices,  and  has  power  to  summon  jurors,  t? 
determine  actions  for  debt  above  thirty  dollars,  and  exercises  original  jo- 
risdiction  in  all  cases  not  intrusted  to  justices  of  the  peace,  causes  is 
admiralty^  and  those  constitutionally  vested  in  the  supreme  court*    To 
this  court  also  belong  the  care  and  management  of  the  estates  of  orflbdxfiy 
and  the  record  and  probate  of  wills. 
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By  the  same  authority  is  constituted  in  each  county  of  the  repuhlic  a 
«ouTt  of  quarter  sessions,  with  one  judge,  which  court  has  power  to  em- 
pannel  both  a  grand  and  petit  jury,  and  to  try  prisoners  sent  from  the- 
monthty  court,  and  all  presentments  or  indictments  found  by  the  grand 
jury;  has  ori^nal  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  admiralty,  and  appellate  juris- 
diction in  cases  coming  from  the  monthly  court;  Appeal  may  be  taken 
from  the  decisions  of  this  court  to  the  supreme  court. 

The  supreme  court  is  required  to  sit  annually,  and  until  all  causes  ^b- 
mitted  to  its  jurisdiction  are  disposed  of,  in  the  town  of  Monrovia,  and  Con- 
sists of  the  chief  justice  and  three  associates,  the  judges  of  the  court  of  quar- 
ter sessions — two  only  of  these  associates  sitting  at  one  time,  the  right  of 
absence  beiusj^  exercised  in  regular  rotation.  Provision  is  made  to  exempt 
judges  iu  this^  court  and  that  of  quarter  sessions  from  official  duty  in 
cases  wherein  they  are  interested;  and  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court 
are  final. 

Some  few  directions  and  principles  of  civil  government  and  jurispru- 
dence w«re  supplied  to  the  first  setders  in  Liberia  by  the  American  Colo* 
nization  Society.  In  1824,  a  brief  but  comprehensive  constitution  was 
submitted  to  them, and  received  their  assent.  Subsequently,  the  lamented 
Ashmun  guided  and  instructed  them  in  public  affairs.  In  1839,  a  con- 
stitution and  clear  but  consise  body  of  laws  were  transmitted  to  the  gov* 
ernor  and  councilof  the  then  colony,  to  which  they  gave  their  sanction.  So 
that  the  present  laws  of  the  republic  are  to  be  traced  to  the  past  history  of 
the  people,  are  the  growth  from  their  peculiar  circumstances,  and  embrace 
the  acts  of  the  legislature  before  and  since  the  declaration  of  their  inde- 
pendence; while,  in  their  courts,  the  common  law,  with  few  modifications, 
as  existing  in  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  constitutes  the  ground 
ef  judicial  arguments  and  decisions. 

A  copy  of  the  laws,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  President  Roberts,  ac- 
eonipanies  this  report;  and  among  all  the  acts  of  the  Liberian  republic, 
none  merit  more  earnest  and  entire  commendation  than  those  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade,  by  which,  even  from  their  first  days  upon  that 
shore,  her  people  have  demonstrated  their  purpose  to  continue  unstained 
and  uncontaminaied  by  that  reproach^—to  wage  an  unmitigated  and  eternal 
war  upon  the  arts,  contrivances,  agencies,  conductors,  and  abettors  of  this 
most  cruel  and  detestable  commerce.* 

^'  The  relations  of  Liberia  to  other  governments,  and  to  die  contiguous 
African  nations  or  tribes,*'  are  amicable,  and  becoming  every  year  more 
advantageous. 

The  independence  of  the  republic  has  been  acknowledged  by  both 
England  and  Prance;  and  between  the  former  and  the  republic  a  treaty 
of  peace,  friendship,  and  commerce  was  ratified  on  the  Ist  of  August  last: 
and  hardly  a  week  passes  during  which  armed  ships  from  these  or  other 
civilized  nations  are  not  seen  visiting  the  ports,  and  exchanging  civilities 
with  the  hospitable  inhabitants,  of  Liberia.  By  treaties  with  many  Afri- 
can tribes,  the  republic  has  not  merely  enlarged  its  territory,  but  secured 
their  consent  to  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  and  to  the  exercise  of  its 
political  and  judicial  authority  over  them;  and  to  its  wisdom  and  justice  are 
these  tribes  accustomed  to  look  f)r  the  adjustment  of  their  difierences,  and 
the  protection  of  their  homes,  liberty,  property,  and  lives.  In  some  in- 
stances, tribes  from  the  interior  have  hastened  for  safety,  before  the  fury  of 
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merciless  foe^,  to  the  soil  of  the  republic,  arid  found  peace  asd  repose  in- 
der  the  shadow  of  its  wtugs.  Even  since  the  first  American  free  peofk 
of  color  arrived  in  Africa,  the  district  of  country  that  now  bears  the  naoie 
of  Liberia  has  been  a  scene  of  treachery^  rapine,  and  wide- wasting  wais: 
suddenly  have  towns  and  villages  been  ibade  desolate — not  a  solitary  wo- 
man or  child  escaping  to  tell  the  story  of  the  midnight  invasion  and  mas- 
sacre: so  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  exa^erate  in  our  estimate  of  the 
benefits  derived  at  present,  in  security  from,  outrage,  in  the  protection  of 
property,  industry,  and  life,  by  the  native  Africans,  from  the  government 
of  the  republic.  The  snppression  within  the  limits  of  the  republic  of  the 
ordeal  by  sassywood  has  preserved  probably  thousands  from  a  most  cniri 
death,  and  shown  a  signal  triumph  of  civilized  law  over  snperstitioB. 

^'Of  the  agriculture,  commerce,  and  mannractures  of  the  r««public,  an< 
in  particular  its  trade  with  the  United  States,  and  the  susceptibility  d 
that  trade  to  be  beneficially  increased,"  it  may  be  confidently  asaehcl 
that  the  soil  of  the  republic  is  capable  of  yielding  abundantly  the  most 
valuable  productions  of  the  tropics.  In  some  preliminary  observations  t» 
an  agricultural  manual,  prepared  in  1825,  for  the  Lib^ian  settlers,  fay  Mr* 
Ashmun,  that  gentleman  writes  to  them  thus:  ^'Suffer  me  to  put  dowa 
two  or  three  remarks,  of  Hie  truth  and  importance  of  which  you  cannet 
be  too  sensible.  The  first  is,  that  the  cultivation  of  your  rich  lands  is  the 
only  way  you  will  ever  find  to  independence,  comfort,  and  wealth.  You 
may,  if  you  please,  if  God  gives  you  health,  become  as  indq>eiideDt, 
comfortable,  and  happy  as  you  ought  to  be  in  this  world. 

^^The  flat  lands  amund  you,  and  particularly  your  iarms,  have  as  good 
a  soil  as  can  be  met  with  in  any  country.  They  will  produce  two  crops 
of  corn,  sweet  potatoes,  and  several  other  vegetables,  in  a  year;  they  will 
yield  a  larger  crop  than  the  best  soils  in  America;  and  they  will  produce 
a  number  of  very  valuable  articles,  for  which,  in  the  United  States^  mil- 
lions of  money  are  every  year  paid  away  to  foreigners.  One  acre  of  rich 
land  well  tilled  will  produce  you  three  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  indigo. 
Half  an  acre  may  be  made  to  grow  half  a  ton  of  arrowroot.  Four  acres 
laid  out  in  coffee  plants  will,  after  the  third  year,  produce  you  a  clear  in- 
come of  two  or  three  hundred  dollars.  Half  an  acre  of  cotton  trees  will  clothe 
your  whole  family;  and,  except  a  little  hoeing,  your  wife  and  children  can 
perform  the  whole  labor  of  cropping  and  manufacturing  it.  One  acre  of  canes 
will  make  you  independent  of  all  the  world  for  the  sugar  you  use  in  your  fam- 
ily. One  acre  set  with  fruit  trees  will  fiirnish  you  the  year  round  with  more 
plantains,  bananas, oranges,  limes,  guavas,  paw-paws,  and  pine-apples  than 
you  will  ever  gather.  Nine  months  in  the  year  you  may  grow  fresh  vege- 
tables every  month;  and  some  of  you,  who  have  low-land  plantations, 
may  do  so  throughout  the  year.'* 

My  observations  on  the  banks  of  the  rivers  of  the  republic^  (es))eciaUy 
the  St.  Paul's,  the  St.  John's,  and  the  Sinou,)  along  both  sides  of  Stockton 
crieek,  and  among  the  gardens  of  Monrovia  and  the  plantations  in  its 
vicinity,  confirmed  my  belief  in  the  general  correctness  of  this  statement, 
though  the  agricultural  improvements  do  not  equal  all  the  expectatioas 
which  it  would  naturally  cieate.  The  committee  of  Montserado  county 
fidl,  however,  I  think,  to  do  full  justice  to  themselves  and  their  fellow-ciii- 
zens  when  they  say:  <<  In  agriculture^  little  more  is  done  than  to  supply 
ourselves  with  the  necessaries  and  a  few  of  the  conveniences  of  life,** 
Oonrndering  how  limited  have  been  the  pecuniary  means  of  the  em^fiaals 
to  Liberia^  and  the  difficulties  always  ine^table  to  Uie  settlers  iu  a  coua* 
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try  to  the  climate  of  which  they  are  strangers,  and  with  the  products  of 
which  they  have  to  make  themselves  acquainted,  I  am  rather  surprised  that 
they  have  done  so  much  in  agriculture  than  that  they  have  done  no  more. 
Substantial  fiirra-houses,  surrounded  by  well-cleared  and  cultivated  plan- 
tations of  from  ten  to  thirty  and  fifty  or  seventy  acres,  adorn,  on  both  sides, 
the  banks  of  the  St.  Paul's  (with  occasional  interruptions)  for  the  dis- 
tance of  twenty  miles.    Several  hundred  acres  are  cleared  (in  part  out 
of  a  dense  and  lofty  forest)  at  Bassa  Cove,  Bdina,  and  at  Bexley,  (some 
five  to  eight  miles  up  the  beautiftil  river  St.  John's;)  and  at  Greenville, 
Rossville,  and  Readville,  on  the  Sinou,  are  similar  decided  evidences  of 
agricultural  industry  and  improvement.     It  may  be  confidently  predicted , 
that,  whenever  adequate  capital,  skill,  and  machinery  shall  be  introduced, 
the  culiure  of  rice  and  cotton^  the  sugar  cane  and  coffee y  mil  prove  as  suc- 
cessful and  proJUabk  as  in  any  region  of  the  world.    My  personal  inqui- 
ries and  observations  in  Liberia  have  led  me  to  concur  in  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  intelligent  comtnittee  of  Bassa  county,  that  in  internal 
resources  "it  is  unsurpassed  by  any  country  of  the  globe. ^*    This  com- 
mittee and  that  ap^iuted  by  the  citizens  of  Sinou  county  both  declare 
that  the  disposition  for  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  is  increasing.    "  We 
have,"  say  the  committee  of  Moniserado  county,  "  an  extensive  territory, 
which  can  at  any  time  be  easily  enlarged,  by  compact  with  the  proprietors 
<j(  the  soil,  to  any  desirable  extent.    The  soil  is  of  the  highest  fertility, 
and  adapted  to  a  great  variety  of  articles  available  in  the  arts  and  in  com- 
merce.    The  forests  teem  with  valuable  timber  for  furniture,  house,  and 
shipbuilding.    The  rivers  abound  with  choice  fish,  and  the  woods  with 
game;  and  our  gardens  can  be  made  to  produce  everything  in  their  kind 
necessary  to  a  comfortable  existence." 

The  same  committee  state  "  that  coffee  of  a  superior  kind  is  indi- 
genous here,  and  the  people  are  turning  their  attention  to  the  cultivation 
of  it,  and  means  only  are  wauted  to  bring  it  in  large  quantities  into  the 
market;  sugar  cane  also  thrives  well,  though,  for  the  same  reason,  no 
considerable  quantity  has  been  produced;  cotton,  ginger,  arrowroot,  and 
numerous  plants  and  shrubs  employed  in  the  materia  medicay  grow  here 
with  the  vigor  and  fruilfulness  of  indigenous  articles."  In  addition  to 
the  gteiat  staples  of  ricBy  cotton,  the  sugar  cane,  and  cqffecy  the  Liberians 
specify  toruy  cassada,  yams,  s\Jbeet  potntoeSy  cabbages ,  arrowroot y  tumipsy 
beets ^carrotSy  tomaiOeSj  lima  and  other  A^aiw,  peasy  cyndingSy  chiota,  odiray 
cucuniberSy  choice  varieties  o( pepper y  ground-nuts. palma  christi,  the  India- 
rubber  trecy  the  croton^oUnuty  and  the  palm  tree,  (so  multiplied  in  its  uses^) 
83  among  their  productions;  and  among  their  fruitsy  oranges,  lemofis, 
limesy  guavasy  pineapplesy  plantainsy  bananaSy  tatnarindsy  rBse-apples^ 
pomegranates y  cherries y  cocoa  nufsy  paw-paws,  mango  plums,  alligator 
pears,  patangOy  bread  fruity  melons,  and  various  other  valuable  vegetables 
and  fruiu  of  the  tropics.  Most  of  .these  have  I  myself  seen  growing 
luxuriantly  in  the  gardens  and  farms  of  the  republic. 

According  to  the  late  Mr.  Buxton,  whose  researches  on  tfie  subject  of 
the  agricultural  and  commercial  resources  of  Africa  were  very  accurate 
and  extensive,  of  dye-woods  there  are  an  abundance,  yielding  carmine, 
erimaon,  red,  brown,  brilliant  yellow,  and  blue;  of  gums  there  are  copal, 
Senegal,  mastic,  and  sudan  or  Turkey  gum.  The  shea  or  butter-nut  is 
hardly  less  valuable  than  the  palm-nut.  The  tree  producing  it  is  said  to 
extend  over  a  large  portion  of  the  continent.     Park  thought  the  butter 
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made  from  it  superior  to  that  made  from  cows'  milk.    The  same  graffo- 

man  quotes^  from  a  report  on  Sierra  Leone,  the  opinion  of  Mr.  McCor- 
mack,  '^  that  the  delta  of  the  Seeing  Broom,  Kitiam,  and  Gallenas 
rivers  could  grow  rice  enough  for  the  supply  of  the  whole  of  the  West 
Indies/' 

Mr.  Darymple,  in  1779,  found  three  different  kinds  of  cotton  at  GSoree, 
and  states  that  it  grows  spontaneously  everywhere,  and  that  the  samples 
sent  home  were  con^sidered  by  English  merchants  superior  to  that  from 
the  West  Indies.  According  to  tlie  testimony  of  Colonel  Denham^  (as 
quoted  by  Mr.  Buxton,)  cotton  of  three  kinds — white,  brown,  and  pink — 
grows  wild  about  Sierra  Leone.  The  first  is  excellent.  Mr.  Ashmun 
states:  ^^  It  is  believed  that  none  of  the  varieties  of  the  American  cotton 
shrub  answers  in  iall  respects  to  the  indi&^enous  African  tree.  The  cot- 
ton of  this  country  is  on  alt  hands  allowed  to  be  of  a  good  quality^  and 
the  mode  of  growing,  curing,  and  manufacturing  the  article  pursued  in 
America  may  be  adopted  here,  making  due  allowance  for  the  much  greater 
size  and  duration  of  the  African  tree.  The  same  tree  bears  a  succession 
of  crops  for  a  great  numler  of  years."  * 

It  is  known  to  all  who  h^ve  visited  Liberia,  that  lai^  substantial  cot- 
ton cloths,  spun,  woven,  and  dyed  by  the  natives  of  interior  Afirica,  are 
brought  in  great  numbers  for  sale  to  the  merchants  of  Monrovia  and  the 
neighboring  settlements,  and  are  purchased  by  the  Afiricans  on  the  coast. 

Of  the  coffee  here,  Mr.  Ashmun  wrote:  "No  country  will  bring  the 
product  to  higher  perfection  than  Africa.  Whelher  it  is  a  native  of  the 
country,  or  was  introduced  at  an  early  period  by  the  Portuguese  and 
Spaniards,  may  not  now  be  certainly  known.  It  has  propagated  itself  on 
your  hills,  and  along  a  great  extent  of  the  African  coast,  wiiiiout  cuttiue, 
for  many  ages.  South  of  your  river  (the  Montserado)  it  grows  every  where, 
and  the  tree  and  berry  attain  a  size  unknown  elsewhere.  Ko  crop  is 
surer;  and  African  coffee  frequently  produces  four  pounds  to  the  tree  iu  a 
season.''  The  quality  of  the  Liberia  coffee  is  thought  to  approach  Dearly^ 
if  not  to  equal,  that  of  the  Mocha;  and  the  tree^  properly  attended^  wfll 
produce  at  least  iu  quantity  one  third  mote. 

From  what  I  saw  of  the  growth  of  the  sugar  cane  on  several  planta- 
tions on  the  St.  Paul's,  it  is  impossible  for  nie  to  doubt  that  it  will  soon 
E)ve  among  the  most  valuable,  productions  of  that  rich  conntiy.  The 
beria  Herald  staled,  more  than  a  year  ago,  that  Mr.  Cyrus  Willis^  of 
Millsburg,  had  made  in  one  season  more  than  three  thousand  pounds  of 

*  "  But  it  iDfiy  be  said,  that,  though  the  land  might  be  made  to  prodiiee  eoilony  cenliirica 
nuBt  elapse  be^>re  it  can  be  made  to  yretd  nny  quantify  of  that  article,  r  do  not  pretend 
to  say  that  this  will  be  suddenly  accomnirnhed;  iMt  an  aneedote  which  i  heard  stated  to  the 
Marquis  of  Normanby,  by  a  irentU  men  whos^e  mercantile  knowied^  would  not  be  disputed  by 
any  one,  may  serve  to  forbid  despair.  He  stated  that  the  peison  who  first  imported  froai 
America  a  bole  of  cotton  into  this  country  was  still  alive  ;  that  the  person  to  whom  it  was  coo- 
s^ned  in  Liverpool  wis  still  alive;  and  that  the  euatom-bou^e  oiicer  at  that  place  referred  t» 
admitted  it  at  the  lower  rate  of  duty,  because,  to  his  knowledge,  no  eotton  coold  be  grown  in 
America  :  yet  that  country,  whieh  could  ffrow  no  cotron,  now,  bei«idf  s  supplying  her  own  de- 
mand, and  that  of  all  other  e 'untries,  sendii  annually  to  Great  Britain  aonantity  valued  al 
about  ^]o,000,000  sterling."~BuzlM». 

The  Boston  Journal  staler  that  a  treaty  has  been  eonelud<^4  by  which  die  I>aniali  sellie> 
mento  in  Africa, on  the gr>Id  coaet,  have  been  ceded  to  Great  Britain.  It i^  staed  that  theie » 
reason  to  believe  that,  with  suitable  « ncouravemenr,  a  supply  of  cotton  of  very  (f^ood  qual'iy 
might  be  obtained  from  that  part,  where  it  is  already  produced  to  aome  exieni  by  ika  naiifta 
fcr  theu  own  use.  ' 
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beantiful  8iigar>  and  a  quantity  of  excellent  sirap.  From  the  appearance 
of  his  cane  fields^  it  was  thought  his  subsequent  crop  would  produce  eight 
thousand  pounds.  Though  the  deaths  recently ,  of  this  enterprising  man 
is  to  be  regretted  9  it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  his  experiment  will  be 
prosecuted  successfully  by  others.  ^  Beaver  says:  <<  Of  the  vegetables  that 
are  wild,  the  sugar  cane,  cotton  shrub,  and  indigo  plant  seem  the  most 
valuable.  No  country  in  the  world  is  more  amply  enriched  than  this  is 
with  the  chief  productions  of  the  animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms.  The 
ground-nut  yields  a  pure  golden-colored  oil,  of  a  pleasant  taste,  and  has 
been  sold  as  high  as  ^50  per  ton.  The  castor-nut  grows  wild  on  the 
banks  of  the  Gambia  and  elsewhere.  The  ginger  of  Africa  is  particularly 
fine  and  high-flavored;  it  yields  about  sixty  for  one;  and  the  people  only 
'  want  instruction  in  the  method  of  preparing  it  for  the  European  markets. 

^'  The  woods  of  this  continent  are  extremely  valuable.  Travellers  enu* 
merate  not  less  than  forty- species  of  timber,  which  grow  in  vast  abun- 
dance, and  are  easily  obtained — such  as  mahogany,  teak,  ebony,  lignum- 
vitae,  rosewood,  <fcc. 

<^  With  few  considerable  exceptions,  the  whole  line  of  coast  in  western 
Africa  accessible  to  tiradiug  vessels  presents  immense  tracts  of  lands  of 
the  most  fertile  character,  which  only  require  the  hand  of  industry  and 
commercial  enterprise  to  turn  into  inexhaustible  mines  df  w^th." 

The  tea  plant  is. reported  by  McQ^ueen,  on  the  authority  of  an  Arabian 
traveller,  and  others  more  recent,  to  grow  spontaneously  and  abundantly 
in  the  interior  of  Afric^t. 

My  friend,  Mr.  Harris,  a  purser  in  the  navy,  (and  whose  journal  during 
several  months  on  the  African  coast  is  before  me,  and  filled  with  intelli- 

Snt  and  interesting  observations,)  reports,  firom  the  Rev.  B.  R.  Wilson,  at 
onrovia,  the  following  statistics  of  Montserado  county:  This  county,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Wilson,  has  of  civilized  people  about  3,000,  and  of  nadve 
Africans  5,500;  places  for  Christian  worship  22,  six  of  them  exclusively 
for  native  communicants;  no  places  of  heathen  worship;  native  communi- 
cants 150;  IS  schools,  655  scholars,  besides  225  native  scholars;  under 
cultivation  6,000  acres,  on  which  are  raised  annually  300  bushels  of  com, 
8,000  to  10,000  bushels  of  rice,  15,000  bushels  of  cassada,  10  bushels  of 
beans,  2,000  pounds  of  coffee,  50  pounds  of  cotton,  2,100  bushels  of  pota- 
toes, 100  bushels  of  peas,  100  pounds  of  indigo,  100  pounds  of  sugar,  20 
pounds  of  wax,  1,000  pounds  of  arrowroot,  100  gallons  of  palm  wine, 
2,000  hides;  of  animals  should  be  mentioned  3,000  goats,  5iX)  sheep, 
300  hogs,  a  large  supply  of  poultry,  a  few  horses;  while  a  great  variety  of 
tropical  fruits  and  vegetables  in  abundance  are  produced  with  little  labor 
of  cidtivation. 

On  the  300  acres  of  ground  reported  as  under  cultivation  of  the  immi- 
grant population  (reported  as  about  1,500)  at  Grand  Bassa,  there  are  stated 
to  be  growing  twenty-nine  thousand  (29,000)  coffee  trees.* 

*[Fjrom  Africa's  LumiDary.] 

REK)RT  ON  AGRICULTCRE. 

Bbxlbt,  JoiMiory  12, 1848. 

Sim:  It  is  with  pte«miret  aAcr  much  trouble,  that  I  lubmit  to  you  an  agricultural  report  of  this 
place  for  the  year  1847,  which,  if  you  think  proper;  you  will  plraae  have  published  and  laid  be- 
fore the  legislature  a*  a  petition  in  favor  of  the  farmera,  as  indtiatry  it  the  ereat  wheil  of  fortune 
bj  which  oar  nationai  deatiny  ia  to  be  made.    The  following  in  as  correct  as  1  could  possibly 
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Mt.  Harris  observes:  <<It  must  bie  ■conceded  that  Bassa  is  the  great  cof- 
fee district.  The  woods  are  entire  coffee  thickets,  full  of  the  indigenous 
wild  shrub;  yielding  abundantly,  fifom  which  scions,  for  transplanting 
upon  their  farms,  may  be  obtained  by  all.  It  is  only  necessary  for  the 
new  settler  to  bum  over  his  &rm  of  ten  acres,  and  plant  therein  2^500 
coffee  shrubs,  so  that  they  may  be  watched  and  cultivated,  and  he  has 
made  an  investment  which  Will  pay  better  interest  than  State  stocks* 
Two  hundred  and  fifty  trees  may  be*  cultivated  to  advantage  on  each 
acre,  and  at  three  years  of  age  they  will  yield  from  three  to  four  pounds 
each,  increasing  the  quantity  per  annum  as  they  grow  larger.  They 
often  bear  firuit  the  second  year  of  their  age,  and  every  month  of  the  year 
are  to  be  seen  upon  their  branches,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  red  and 
ripe  berries,  green  berries  of  all  sizes,  and  buds  and  blossoms.  This  pe- 
reanial  bearing  is  also  peculiar  to  the  palm  tree.  And  this  coffee,  which  is 
excellent,  and  is  believed  by  many  to  be  nearly  if  not  quite  equal  to  the 
Mocha,  is  mostly  sold  at  20  cents  per  pound.*  Thus  far,  however,  the 
friends  of  colonization  have  purchased  their  surplus,  and  perhaps  have 
paid  too  high  a  price. 

^^  Judge  Benson  has  a  coffee  fiirm  of  twenty  acres,  on  which  are  seven 
thousand  flourishing  trees.  Those  which  are  six  years  of  age  average 
six  pounds  per  aniium.  In  addition  to  the  ten  acres  of  land  given  every 
new  settler,  he  may  purchase  more  at  one  dollar  per  acre.  The  soil  yields 
two  crops  of  corn  and  potatoes  in  a  year,  with  rice,  cassada,  pepper,  ar- 
rowroot, ginger,  &c. ,  &c.  Indigo  is  a  noxious  weed,  growing  wild  every- 
where. The  sugar  cane  thrives  well.  The  native  African  cotton,  simi- 
lar to  our  plant,  but  of  a  much  laiger  growth,  is  of  rather  short  staple, 
but  the  shrub  attains  six  and  seven  years  of  age,  and  yields  abundantly  and 
constantly.  I  was  shown  a  tree  ftom  which  two  women  had  been  knitting 
socks  for  years,  and  it  afforded  a  surplus  for  their  neighbors.  Mr.  Benson 
states  that  the  industrious  emigrant  may  get  a  good  living,  if  he  labor  three 
or  four  hours  a  day.  Mr.  Henning,  of  Bassa,  has  invented  a  machine  for 
extracting  oil  ftom  the  palm-nut,  which  is  very  pure,  and  sells  at  one 
dollar  tht  gallon.  One  bushel  of  nuts  will  yield  from  the  kernel,  on  an 
average,  two  gallons.  Mr.  Henning  is  able  at  present  to  manufticture  ten 
gallons  a  day." 

The  Siiiou  settlement,  with  a  population  of  about  seven  hundred,  on 
the  left  bank  oi  the  river  of  that  name,  and  which  extends  a  mile  on  a 
very  level  ground^  adorned  with  palm  trees  along  the  beach,  and  at  a 
right  angle  with  the  river,  gives  evidence  of  great  recent  improvements, 

make  it,  a(Ur  personally  applying  to  the  citterns  for  its  itema.    So  far  fhim  exaggeration,  it  it  an- 
derrated.    It  embraces  the  en  lire  busineas  operationa  of  this  plan  during  the  la«t  year: 

Bonghi-^ai  tons  of  camwood;  1,440  ^alioiu  of  pal|n  oil;  30  pounda  of  ivoiy. 

Land  eteared,  4re.—]5l  aerea,  of  which  128  are  cultivated ;  1^60  planted  coffee  trees,  1,895  of 
^hich  bear  coffee;  ^43,000  shinglea  made;  137  fieet  of  planlwMwn;  57  handa  oootinually  at 
Work ;  9  dwelling-houses  reared ;  1  meeting-house. 

Aoweii.— 607  pounda  of  coffee;  2,829  pounds  of  ginger;  1,197  pounds  of  arrowroot;  238 
bushels  of  rice;  3,136  bushels  of  cassada;  1,156  bushels  of  potatoes;  25  bushels  of  com;  619 
bunches  plantains;  106  bunchea  bananas;  735  pounds  yams;  1,173  fowla;  11  hoga;  83  goals;  59 
■heep;  24  head  ofiactie. 

Sfc^«f.— 176  pounds  of  arrowroot;  1,064  pounda  of  ginger. 

You  are  aware,  I  presume,  that  this  place  haa  been  sr tiled  between  aoTen  and  eight  yean. 
what  haa  been  done  so  far  ia  but  a  tmall  part  of  what  could  have  been  dona  if  tba  bmmt 
could  have  been  suitably  encouraged. 

Yotti  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

a  L.  SBYMOUR. 
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jftid  possesses  many  agricultural  advantages.  The  company  which 
arrived  here  some  few  months  ago,  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  per- 
*  sons,  from  Savannah,  are  very  intelligent  and  enterprising,  and  bro^ight 
with  them  a  great  variety  of  articles  for  their  dwellings,  and  for  trade, 
and  an  amount  of  nloney  estimated  at  $30,000.  This  settlement,  named 
Greenville,  and  the  villages  still  higher  up  the  river,  bearing  the  names  of 
Rossville*  and  Readville,  with  a  population  of  about  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred, exhibit  a  goodly  number  or  small,  well-cleared,  and  industriously- 
cultivated  farms;  and  the  entire  population  ar^  cheerfully  and  earnestly 
engaged  in  developing  the  resources  of  the  soil,  adding  to  the  number  of 
^bstantial  houses,  and  to  the  comforts  of  th^ir  condition,  or  prosecuting 
a  small  but  increasing  traffic  with  the  natfve  inhabitants. 

Of  Greenville,  Mr.  Harris,  who  speaks  from  personal  observation,  and 
in  the  correctness  of  whose  statement  I  concur,  says:  "The  town  is 
judiciously  planned,  with  wide  and  parallel  streets  on  either  side,  with 
s^all  but  comfortable  dwelling-houses,  some  of  two  stories  in  height,  and 
all  having  ample  lots  in  the  rear,  with  young  trees  growing  around  them, 
or  some  of  them.  The  garden  of  Doctor  Brown  is  as  well  filled  with 
thriving  vegetables  as  any  of  our  American  gardens;  and  the  same  may 
be  said  of  other  gardens  in  this  place.  They  have  no  imposing  churches, 
but  convenient  houses  for  worship,  and  three  thriving  schools — ^their 
teachers  and  preachet^  being  men  of  color.  One  of  the  Readville  farmers 
has  on  his  grounds  five  hundred  thriving  coffee  trees;  and  Mr  Morris, 
one  of  the  leading  citizens,  a  plantation  of  thirty-five  hundred  flourishing 
firees,  yielding  on  an  average  each  five  pounds  of  excellent  coffee,  and 
^meof  them  frotn  twelve  to  fifteen  pounds.  When  I  learned  the  history 
of  this  settlement,  I  was  surprised  at  the  air  of  comfort  and  industry 
which  everything  about  it  seemed  to  indicate. *^t 

The  Bloobarra  district,  opposite  Greenville,  is  high,  rich,  and  inviting 
for  purposes  of  agriculture  and  trade;  and  civilized  settlements  will,  it  is 
presumed,  be  speedily  established  in  its  limits.  The  elevation  near  the 
shore  is  such  as  to  render  it  an  eligible  spot  for  a  light-house;  and,  while 
it  affords  many  advantages  for  the  palm-oil  trade,  it  extends  back  some 
twenty  miles,  and  comprehends  a  region  perhaps  unsurpassed  for  agri- 
Ctl^ltural  purposes. 

Of  the  Maryland  colony,  at  Cape  Palmas,  with  k  civilized  population  o 
about  nine  hundred,  though  the  soil  may  be  inferior  to  that  of  some  of 
the  setdemeuts  of  the  republic,  we  may  report  increasing  attention  to  agri- 
eulture,  and  fkir  prospects  of  success.    The  following  statistics  on  this 
subject  will  show  what  had  been  done  two  years  ago: 
Number  of  acres  cultivated  -  ...  .  -       165 

Number  of  acres  in  potatoes  and  cassadas  -  •  •         94 

Number  of  coffee  trees      ..----    1,497 

Number  of  cotton  trees      .--.*-    2,1^ 
Number  of  orange  trees     ......       3b4 

Number  of  plantain  trees  --..--    6,349 
Number  of  cocoa-nut  trees  .....         63 

Number  of  cocoa  and  mango  trees  -  -  -  -160 

Number  of  other  fruit  trees  .....    1,491 

At  present  the  commerce  of  the  republic  is  restricted  mainly  to  articles 
*  ^Sometimes  called  Looltiaoa.  t  ^^  appendix,  note  G. 
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supplied  by  the  native  African  population  from  the  spontaneous  resources 
and  growth  of  the  country — palm  oil,  camwood,  ivory,  tortoise-shell, 
and  occasionally  small  quantities  of  gold — given  in  exchange  for  tobacco, 
powder,  muskets,  rum,  cotton  goods,  salt,  soap,  crockery  and  iron  ware, 
copper  and  iron  rods,  and  American  provisions.  Of  course  this  trade 
nmst  increase  with  the  development  of  the  agricultural  resources  of  the 
country;  nor  is  it  easy  to  set  limits  to  the  amount  or  value  of  its  exports, 
when  human  industry,  skill,  and  labor  shall  have  cleared  away  the  wilder* 
ness,  and  brought  its  lands  under  the  cultivation  of  a  civilized  people. 

Hitherto  the  books  of  the  Liberian  custom-house  have  not  shown  the  ex- 
tent  of  the  trade  within  the  territory  of  the  republic,  because  duties  have 
been  collected  only  at  the  ports  of  entry,  while  large  English  and  German 
establishments  have  been  conducting  their  operations  on  other  and  differ- 
ent points  of  the  coast;  and  it  is  believed  that  more  than  one  of  these  estab- 
lishments have  each  exported  annually  as  large  an  amount  of  produce,  from 
regions  under  its  authority,  as  the  entire  quantity  set  down  as  exports  in 
the  books  of  the  collector.  The  energy  and  vigilance  of  the  authorities  of  the 
republic  will,  it  is  presumed,  give  effect  to  an  efficient  revenue  system,  and 
foreign  traders  be  compelled  to  enter  all  their  goods,  and  pay  thereon  the  joe- 
scribed  duties. 

The  entire  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  within,  and  in  both  direc- 
tions far  beyond,  the  limits  of  the  republic;  the  order,  peace,  and 
security  arising  under  a  just  and  well-administered  government;  the 
new  encouragements  and  rewards  extended  to  industry,  in  connexion 
with  the  vast  extent  of  the  camwood  forests,  and  the  great  number  and 
productiveness  of  the  palm  trees, — give  reason  to  anticipate  a  rapid  increase 
m  the  amount  of  some  of  the  most  valuable  articles  ^f  African  commerce. 
Of  the  present  amount  of  imports  and  exports,  different  opinionsr  are  ex- 
pressed by  intelligent  citizens  of  the  republic.  The  committee  at  Stnou 
estimate  the  imports  annually  at  about  four  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  exports  at  seven  hundred  thousand.  The  committee  of  Monrovia, 
represent  that  of  palm  oil  are  annually  exported  from  the  republic  five  hun- 
dred thousand  gallons.  The  editor  of  the  Liberia  Herald,  in  an  article 
on  the  palm-oil  ti:ade  of  June  7th,  1847,  says:  ^'  Every  man  in  the  colony 
knows  that  the  palm  trees  abound  throughout  all  our  borders;  that  no 
space  of  five  miles  can  be  penetrated  where  they  may  not  be  counted  by 
scores;  that.,  where  they  do  not  grow,  they  have  only  to  be  planted;  that 
the  soil  is  everywhere  adapted  to  them;  and,  also,  that  they  become  more 
prolific  the  more  regularly  the  fi'uit  is  gathered  ftom^  them.  About  the 
year  1815,  Captain  Spence,  a  raercha,nt  trader  from  London,  purchased 
from  the  natives  about  the  ^iver  Sesters  two  barrels  of  oil,  and  encouraged 
them  to  go  on  in  procuring  it,  by  engaging  to  take  all  they  could  make  in 
the  ensuing  season.  We  may  safely  put  down  the  amount  exported  in 
1846  from  the  region  extending  from  Cape  Montserado  dpwii  to  Cape 
Pklmas  at  two  miUioNs  of  gallons.^'* 

The  following  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  Liberian 
republic  merits  a  place  in  this  report: 

"  Monrovia,  November  23,  1849. 
*«  Dear  Sfr:  In  reference  to  the  conversation  we  had  a  few  days  ago 
as  to  the  probable  amount  of  commerce  between  Liberia  and  the  United 
States,  I  have,  after  consulting  with  a  gentleman  of  considerable  experi- 
ence in  mercantile  affairs,  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  may  be  safely 
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admitted  that  one-fifth  of  the  entire  trade  with  Liberia  is  with  the  United 
States. 

**  The  committee  whose  duty  it  was  to  furnish  you  with  a  report  have, 
I  think,  considerably  underrated  the  annual  exports  from  Liberia.  It 
may  be  fairly  stated  at  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  African  commodi- 
ties, (one-fifth  of  which  is  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,^  and  our  imports 
from  the  United  States  may  be  estimated  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

"  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  at  present,  it  is  only  from  the  Unitied 
States  that  our  merchants  import  goods;  and  fiirther,  that  the  kind  of 
goods  most  suitable  for  tlie  African  trade  come  from  Europe. 

**  The  commerce  of  Liberia  is  in  its  infancy;  but  it  advances  rapidly. 
The  two  principal  articles  of  trade  are  tobacco  and  powder;  and  no  coun« 
try  can  compete  with  the  United  States  in  these  items.  Provisions,  also, 
will  soon  find  an  extensive  market  in  Liberia;  already  the  natives  have 
commenced  purchasing  them,  particularly  beef,  pork,  and  salt  fish. 

V^  I  am  not  exaggerating  when  I  say  that  the  trade  advances  at  least 
fifly  per  cent,  annually. 

"  The  American  cotton  goods  are  in  quality  superior  to  those  brought 
from  Europe;  but  there  is  a  material  difference  in  the  price.  The  Euro- 
pean is  the  cheapest;  and  hence  the  inability  of  the  American  to  compete 
with  the  European.  In  Liberia  we  attribute  the  difference  in  price  to  the 
low  price  of  labor  in  Europe. 

<^  Yours,  very  respectfully, 

"  M.  LEWIS. 

"Rev.  R.  R.  GuRLEY," 

For  statements  in  regard  to  our  commerce  with  western  Africa,  derived 
.from  the  Treasury  Department,  see  appendix,  J. 

The  republic  of  Liberia  will  not  only,  by  an  improved  agricultural  sys- 
tem, augment  vastly  the  present  productions  and  commerce  of  Africa, 
but,  by  exploring  the  intenor,  opening  avenues  of  safe  and  friendly  com- 
munication with  distant  and  powerful  tribes,  instructing  them  in  the 
habits,  the  arts,  and  the  manners  of  civilization,  stimulating  their  in- 
dustry and  rewarding  their  labor,  bring  to  light  the  hidden  treasures  and 
make  available  the  already-existing  vast  resources  of  that  country.  It 
has  been  very  justly  said,  "  that  what  the  soil  of  Africa  wants,  is  labor  to 
Pender  it  productive;  what  the  ^pulation  of  Africa  require,  is  capital 
and  industry  and  security — ^with  intelligence  to  maintain  the  latter  and  to 
direct  the  two  former."*  Up  to  this  hour,  the  lawful  commerce  of  Africa 
with  the  civilized  worid  has  been  extremely  limited;  but,  under  the  in- 
.fluence  of  civilized  States  founded  on  her  shores,  it  is  capable  of  being 
indefinitely  increased,  and  rendered  incalculably  valuable  to  her  own 
population  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  other  quarters  of  the  worid. f 

Of  education,  an  object  essential  to  every  community,  the  people  and 
government  of  Liberia  have  not  been  unmindful.  Repeatedly  have  acts 
been  passed  by  the  legislature  for  the  establishment  and  support  of 
schools,  but  the  revenues  of  the  republic  have  proved  insufficient  to 
carry  them  into  effect.  It  is^  now  expected  that  the  means  of  the  govern- 
ment will  be  speedily  augmented,  and  that  the  congress  will,  without 

*  McCtue;  n.  ^See  appendix  D. 
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delay,  establish  a  system  of  general  education  on  a  broad  and  pOTmaneot 

basis.  Schools  have,  for  many  years,  been  sustained  in  the  various  set- 
tlements of  Liberia  by  benevolent  individuals  and  associations  in  the 
United  States;  and  the  missionary  societies  of  different  denominations, 
which,  within  the  Hmits  and  guarded  by  the  laws  of  the  republic,  are 
prosecuting  with  admirable  zeal  and  fidelity  their  Christian  labors,  in- 
struct in  numerous  schools  both  the  children  of  its  citizens  and  of  the 
native  African  tribes.  That  a  number  of  the  respectable  citizens  of  Li- 
beria, some  of  them  now  distinguished  officers  of  her  government,  were 
brought  to  Africa  in  their  childhood,  and  are  indebted  for  their  education 
entirely  to  her  schools,  their  own  energy,  and  to  the  new  circumstances 
which  surround  them,  is  a  fact  illustrative  of  their  advantages^  and  of 
the  beneQcent  power  of  their  present  motives  and  hopes. 

Dedicating  herself  with  extraordinary  liberality  and  vigor  of  purpose 
to  the  cause  of  Christianity  in  Liberia,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
of  the  United  States  has  sent  to  its  shores  her  sons  with  the  treasures 
of  divine  truth  and  the  messages  of  divine  mercy  ;>  and,  in  fourteen  day 
schools  and  eighteen  Sunday  schools^  they  afford  instruction  to  not  less 
than  ^ix  hundred  and  ninety  pupils. 

Animated  by  a  kindred  spirit,  the  Southern  Baptist  Board  of  Missions 
have  gathered  into  their  schools  in  the  republic  three  hundred  and 
thirty  children,  ninety-two  of  whom  are  children  of  native  Africans;  and 
their  noissionaries  preach  the  divine  word  to  ten  thpusaud  of  the  native 
population. 

The  Northern  Baptist  Board  have  missionary  schools  at  Bexley,  in 
Bassa  county,  and  at  Little  Bassa:  at  the  formed  twenly-four  native  pu- 
pils, and  at  the  latter  sixteen — both  schools  being  conducted  by  educated 
native  teachers  of  examplary  piety.  A  Baptist  church  is  oi^nized  in 
connexion  with  this  mission  at  Bexley^  sixteen  native  Africans  having 
been  admitted  to. its  communion. 

Several  missionary  stations  are  occupied  by  the  board  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  (old  school,)  and  schools  and  churches  sustained  by  them 
at  Monrovia,  Sinou,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Paul's  river.  A  plan  is 
already  adopted  for  the  establishment  and  endowment  of  a  high  school 
at  Monrovia,*  to  bear  the  honored  name  of  Alexander y  to  be  sustained  by 
the  donations  of  members  of  this  communion.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ellis,  who 
will  be  connected  with  this  seminary,  has  acquired  knowledge  under 
most  depressing  circumstances,  and  proved  how  a  strong  and  virtuous 
mind  may  encounter  and  subdue  the  evils  of  fortune. 

Of  Mr.  James's  school  at  Monrovia,  which  derives  support  from  the 
benevolent  ladies  of  JSew  York  city,  1  concur  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Harris, 
^^  that  it  would  be  an  honor  and  an  ornament  to  any  New  England 
village."  ^^  1  visited  (he  continues)  this  school,  and  am  compelled  to 
confess,  that,  in  reading,  writing,  grammar,  geography,  and  all  the 
branches  of  a  common-school  education,  I  never  witnessed  greater  pro- 
ficiency of  scholars  of  the  same  age  in  any  part  of  my  native  New  Eng- 
land. This  school  was  founded  by  the  ladies  of  New  York;  and  my 
impression  is,  that  they  continue  to  contribute  with  great  liberality  to  its 
maintenance." 

The  mission  of  tlie  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  at  Cape  Palmas,  (the 
seat  of  the  Maryland  Colony,)  has  three  native  uiale  schools,  containing 

*Sse  StatisUca  of  Monrofia,  appendix  K. 
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about  seventy  t>upil$^  and  two  female  boarding  schools,  containing  forty 
scholars.  In  the  Sunday  and  night  schools  of  the  mission  are  about  220 
to  240  pupils  of  both  sexes.  In  addition  to  these  schools  for  natives,  are 
two  day  and  two  Sunday  schools  for  the  children  of  the  colonists.  The 
male  school  has  fiiheen  pupils  now  preparing  for  a  contemplated  high 
school^  and  the  female  day  school  has  about  fifty  scholars,  while  the  two 
Sunday  schools  embrace  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  children. 

Of  native  and  colonial  children,  the  number  under  the  care  and  patron- 
age of  this  mission  exceeds  three  hundred;  of  native  communicants  there 
are  about. forty-five,  and  in  connexion  with  the  colonial  church  twenty- 
five,  making  in  all  seventy  members. 

The  intelligent  governor  of  the  Maryland  Colony,  in  reply  to  inquiries 
on  the  subject  of  education,  says:  5'  We  have  six  day  shools^  numbering 
174  pupils,  and  three  Sunday  schools  of  128.  We  are  in  great  need  of  a 
high  school,  in  which  the  higher  branches  of  education  may  be  taught.'* 

Kvery  civilized  stn^nger,  instructed  in  the  truths,  and  sensible  of  the 
value,  of  the  Christian  religion,  who  visits  the  repubhc  of  Liberia,  must 
experience  an  inexpressible  delight,  not  only  in  the  visible  evidences 
of  the  institutions  of  a  free  and  well-organized  State,  but  in  the  quiet, 
ever-active,  and  beneficent  operations  of  missionary  teachers,  penetrating, 
and  making  glad  by  their  presence,  the  gloom  of  the  African  forest,  ana, 
under  the  protection  of  its  government,  inviting  not  only  its  sons  and 
daughters  into  their  schools,  but  Imparting,  with  a  zeal,  a  cheerfulness, 
and  a  perse veratice  not  to  be  discouraged  and  not  to  be  defeated,  a 
knowledge  of  letters,  of  some  branches  of  science,  and,  above  all,  of 
Divine  Revelation,  to  the  superstitious  and  barbarous  population  of  Afirica. 
To  find  Christian  teachers  and  ministers,  with  hliraries,  small,  but  of 
choice  books,  in  their  thatched  dwellings,  beneath  the  shade  of  the  palm 
tree,  in  spots  where  but  a  few  openings  have  been  made  in  the  dense 
forest;  to  see  groups  of  native  African  chilidren  gathered  for  instruction; 
to  listen  to  voices  of  Christain  worshippers,  and  hear  the  songs  of  Christian 
praise,  amid  the  habitations  of  idolatry  and  cruelty, — gives  beauty  even  .to 
the  aspect  of  uncultivated  nature,  and  animates  with  unwonted  joy  every 
thoughtful  and  benevolent  heart. 

The  authorities  and  peojde  of  Liberia  cherish  a  sincere^^attachment  to 
the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States.  They  are  sensible  that 
under  the  auspices  of  American  benevolence  they  have  attained  to  their 
present  elevation,  firom  which  they  are  permitted  to  see  before  them  a 
widely-expanding  and  glorious  propect  of  social  happiness  aqd  political 
prosperity  and  renown.  To  the  entire  people  of  the  republic,  the  recogni- 
tion of  their  independence  by  the  government  of  the  United  Spates  is  an 
object  of  earnest  desire.  The  peculiarities  of  the  condition  of  the  free 
people  of  color,  and  others  of  the  African  race,  in  this  country,  they  well 
know,  and  have  no  wish,  by  any  relations  which  may  be  established  be- 
tween their  government  and  ours,  to  cause  inconvenience  or  embarrass- 
ment. While  their  wish  and  purpose  is  to  maintain  a  just  self-respect,  as 
a  free  and  independent  republic,  before  the  world,  they  will,  I  doubt  not, 
be  disposed  to  accommodate  (as  fiir  as  may  be  without  exposure  to  dishonorer 
self-reproach)  their  arrangements  to  the  sense  and  views  of  the  American 
government.  It  has  been  suggested  that  they  might  conduct  all  their 
public  affairs  in  this  country  with  the  United  States  through  some  one  or 
more  of  its  citizens,  in  case  our  government  should  feel  inclined  to  con- 
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fide  to  citizens  of  Liberia  any  business  it  might  wish  transacted  ih  Africa 
with  the  authorities  of  that  republic. 

The  scheme  of  African  colonization  originated  not  only  in  benevolence 
towards  our  colored  population,  but  towards  both  races  on  this  continent, 
and  towards  two  quarters  of  the  globe.  At  its  inception,  our  most  illus- 
trious statesmen — a  JeflFerson,  Marshall,  Monroe,  and  Madison — gave  to  it 
their  sanction.  It  was  seen  to  unite  Christian  philanthropy  with  political 
expediency — a  just  regard  for  our  national  welfare  with  the  more  solemn 
obligations  of  religious  duty.  It  has  derived  strength  firom  the  homes  of 
the  good  and  pious  in  our  southern  States,  and  found  eloquent  advocates 
and  defenders  in  their  legislative  halls.  Many  States  have  urged  its 
claims  upon  the  general  government,  and  the  voices  of  the  churcbes  of 
eve^  name  second  their  appeals.  ^    ^ 

But  it  is  the  success  of  the  plan  of  African  colonization,  as  seen  in  the 
independent  republic  of  Liberia,  that  most  conclusively  commends  it  to 
national  consideration.     On  that  far-distant  shore,  forages  darkened  by 
superstition  and  outraged  by  crime,  a  community  of  free  colored  persons 
from  the  United  States,  aided  by  American  benevolence,  have  adopted  a 
constitution  of  free  government,  and  taken  their  high  position  among  the 
independent  States  of  the  worid.     England  and  France  have  acknowl- 
edged their  rightof  self  government  and  their  just  claim  to  the  respect  and 
comity  of  nations.     What  higher  motives  can  be  imagined  than  those 
which  have  given  existence  to  this  republic? — what  work  more  honorable 
or  more  sublime  than  that  to  which  it  is  dedicated  and  destined?  Though 
at  present  few  in  numbers  and  very  limited  in  means,  a  vast  field  for  action 
and  influence  opens  before  it  j  and  in  its  constitution  and  laws,  in  the  spirit 
of  its  people,  the  advantages  of  its  position,  and  the  motives  and  necessi- 
ties ot  those  who  are  hastening  to  build  up  their  homes  and  their  fortunes^ 
under  the  shadow  of  its  wings,  we  see  the  elements  of  mighty  power,  of 
an  unbounded  growth  and  prosperity.     It  has  been  justly  said,  that  '*  the 
great  necessity  of  the  world  at  this  moment  is  a  free,  civilized,  and  pow- 
erful State  within   the  tropics — a  necessity  felt  through  every  period  of 
the  world's  history,  and  now  about  to  be  realized.    The  western  coast  of 
Africa  is  in  gvery  point  of  view  the  most  effective  position  for  such  a  State 
to  occupy.     The  black  race,  of  which  there  cannot  be  much  less  than 
150,000,000  on  earth,  is  pre-eminently  the  race  needing  such  a  develop- 
ment, and  prepared  for  it;  and  the  United  States  are  exactly  in  a  condition 
to  found  such  a  commonwealth  with  this  race,  and  under  circumstances 
the  most  glorious  to  ourselves,  the  most  hopefiil  to  the  world,' and  the 
most  beneficial  to  the  blacks. '  '^  Around  this  republic  of  Liberia — the  morn- 
ing star  of  Africans  redemption,  revealing  how  great  evils  may  be  trans- 
muted by  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  into  an  incalculable  good;- which  looks 
with  encouraging  and  cheering  aspect  upon  the  African  race  in  every  part 
of  the  earth;  reconciles  the  gift  of  liberty  with  the  highest  interests  of 
those  who  bestow  and  those  who  receive  it;  opens  a  quarter  of  the  world 
for  many  years  shut  up  in  barbarism  to  the  genial  and  renovating  influ- 
ence of  letters,  laws,  commerce,  and  Christianity — are  gathered  the  sym- 
pathies of  all  virtuous  and  generous  minds,  allied  with  its  safeguard,  the 
all-encircling  and  never-slumbering  power  of  an  omniponent  Providence. 
The  rapid  increase  of  fipee  persons  of  color  in  many  of  the  States  of  this 

*  Rev.  Dr.  Bnckenridge.    See  appendix  £. 
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Union;  the  importance,  for  their  benefit  more  than  our  own,  of  their  or- 
ganization into  a  community  by  themselves,  in  the  land  of  their  ancestors; 
the  immense  advantages  suoh  a  community  must  secure  to  itself  and  ex- 
tend to  others,  by  developing  the  xesources  and  turning  into  legirimate 
channels  the  commerce  of  Afirica,  by  the  civilization  it  must  impart,  and 
the  moral  and  political  truths  it  must  exemplify  and  enforce  among  her 
ignorant,  debased,  and  chaotic  population — all  commend  the  republic  of 
Liberia  to  the  regards  of  the  genernl  governihent  of  this  Union.*  Engaged 
in  a  work  of  unsurpassed  dignity  and  importance,  the  inhabitants  of  this 
small  rrpiiblic  are  accomplishing  rnore  good,  as  I  must  believe,  than  any 
equal  number  of  human  beings,  in  private  stations,  on  the  face  of  the 
globe.  More  than  to  the  united  endeavors  of  all  Christian  nations,  with 
fijeir  treaties  and  arnried  squadrons  against  the  slave  trade,  is  humanity 
indebted  for  its  suppressioti  along  many  hundred  rniles  of -the  African  coast 
to  the  people  of  Liberia.  But  it  should  not  be  concealed,  that  to  explore 
Africa]  to  establish  commercial  intercourse  and  relations  with  her  interior 
teibes;  to  Improve  and  fortify  the  harbors  of  the  republic;  to  make  needful 
.  experiments' in  agriculture,  and  the  arts  in  a  region  to  which  the  people 
from  this  country  have  so  recently  been  introduced,  and  to  maintain  a 
wise  system  of  eaucation  for  all  classes  of  her  papulation,  so  that  its  terri- 
tory shall  dflfer  an  attractive  horhe  to  all  the  free  descendants  of  Africa, 
demands  pecuniary  means  to  which  the  present  revenues  of  Liberia  are 
unequal.  But  since  this  republic,  more  than  any  other  power,  will  de- 
velop tlie  resources  and  increase  the  trade  of  Western  Africa,  the  United 
States,  in  aiding  her  endeavors,-wiIl  open  new  markets  for  American  pro- 
ductions, and  essentially  augment  Araeripan  commerce.  Yet  far  higher 
and  nobler  motives  than  those  of  gain,  will,  I  trust,  incline  our  national 
authorities  to  encourage  and  assi^  the  citizeps  of  Liberia,  a  few  adventu- 
mus  but  determined  children  of  Africa,  gone  out  from  our  midst,  that  they 
may  recover  iheir  long-lost  inheritaiice,  show  their  ability  to  build  up' civ- 
ilized cities  and  states  in  regions  where  they  have  been  unknown,  and 
bring  a  Viist  continent,  now  lying  in  dim  eclipse,  within  the  circle  and  the 
influenc^es  of  enlightened  and  Christian  nations. 

Prom  the'  presence  of  our  squadron  on  the  Afirican  coast,  benefits^ 
doubtless,  accrue  both  to  Liberia  and  to  our  own  commerce;  but  I  may 
be  permitted,  in  the  ooncitisiau  of  this  report,  to  avow  the  opinion  that  a 
recognition  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  the  independence 
of  the  republic  of  Liberia,  and  an  appropriation  of  fifty  thousand  dollars 
a  year  for  ten  years,  to  enable  that  republic  to  carry  out  the  principles  of 
its  constitution,  for  the  happiness  of  those  who-from  this  country  are  seek- 
ing a  home  upon  its  soil;  lor  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade;  and  Ihe 
civilization  of  Africa,  would  be  in  harmony  with  thfe  character  and  senti- 
ments of  this  nation,  and  give  stability,  pnigress,  and  triumph  to  liberty 
and  Christianity  on  the  African  shore, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration  and  respect, 
your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  GURLEy. 

Hon .  J*  M*  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

*  Seo  appendix^  E  and  H,  and  aubaequent  tettimony  given  in  to  the  adeec  CMnraittea  of  the 
Briciab  houae  of  Lorda. 
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DECLARATION   OP   INDEPENDENCE  AND   CONSTITUTION 
OP  THE  REPUBLIC  OP  LIBERIA, 


IN  CONVENTION. 
Dedaraiion  of  Independence, 

We,  the  representatives  of  the  people  .of  the  commonwealth  of  Liberia, 
in  convention  assembled^  invested  with  authoricy  for  ibimiHg  a  new  gov* 
ernment;  relying  upon  the  aid  andprotectionof  the  Great  Arbiter  of  huinan 
events^  do  hereby,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  com- 
mpnwealth,  publish  and  decliure  the  said  commonwealth  a  free,  soveieigOi 
and  independent  State^  by  the  name  and  title  of.  the  Republic  of  Liberia. 

While  announcing  to  the  nations  of  the  world  the  new  position  which 
the  people  of  this  republic  have  felt  themselves  called  upon  to  assume, 
courtesy  to  their  opinion  seems  to  demand  a  brief  accompanying  state- 
ment of  the  causes  which  iuduced  them,  first  to  expatriate  diemeelvea 
from  the  land  of  their  nativity,  and  to  form  settlements  on  this  barba- 
rous coast,  and  now  to  organize  their  government  by  the  assumption  of  a 
sovereign  and  independent  character.  Therefore  we  respectfully  ask  their 
attention  to  the  following  facts : 

We  recognise  in  all  men  certain  natural  and  inalienable  rights;  among 
tbesie  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  right  to  acquire,  possess,  enjoy,  and  defend 
property.  By  the  practice  and  consent  of  men  in  all  ages,  some  system 
or  iorm  of  government  is  proven  to  be  necessary  to  exercise,  enjoy,  and 
secure  these  rights;  and  every  people  has  a  right  to'  institute  a  govern- 
ment and  to  choose  and  adopt  that  system, or  form  of  it,  which,  in  their 
opinion,  will  most  effectually  accomplish  these  objects,  and  secure  their 
happiness,  which  does  not  interfere  with  the  just  rights  of  others.  The 
right,  therefore,  to  institute  government,  and  to  all  the  powers  necessary 
to  conduct  it,  is  an  inalienable  right,  and  cannot  be  resisted  without  the 
grossest  ii^ustice. 

We,  the  people  of  the  republic  of  Liberia,  were  originally  the  inhabit^ 
ants  of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

In  some  parts  of  that  country,  we  were  debarred  by  law  from  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  men — in  other  parts,  public  sentiment,  more  pow- 
enul  than  law,  frowned  us  down. . 

We  were  everywhere  shut  out  from  all  civil  office. 

We  were  excluded  from  all  participation  in  the  government. 

We  were  taxed  without  our  consent. 

We  were  compelled  to  contribute  to  the  resources  of  a  country  which 
gave  us  no  protection. 

We  were  made  a  separate  and  distinct  class,  and  again3t  us  every 
avenue  to  improvement  was  effectually  closed.  Strangers  fiom  all  lands^ 
of  a  color  different  from  ours,  were  preferred  before  us. 

We  uttered  our  complaints,  but  they  were  unattended  to,  or  only  ntft 
by  alleghig  the  peculiar  institutions  of  the  country. 
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All  hop  of  a  favorable  change  in  our  eountiy  was  thus  wholly  extin* 
guished  m  our  bosoins,  and  we  looked  with  anxiety  abroad  for  some  asylum 
from  the  deep  degradation. 

The  western  coast  of  Africa  was  the  place  selected  by  American  be- 
nevolence and  philanthropy,  for  our  future  home.  Removed  beyond 
those  inflaences  which  depressed  us  in  our  native  land,  it  was  hoped  we 
would  be  enabled  to  enjoy  thoi^e  rights  and  privileges,  and  elxercise  and 
improve  those  faculties,  which  the  Gk)d  of  nature  has  given  us  in  common 
with  the  rest  of  mankind. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Colonitation  Societv,  we  established 
tmrselves  here,  on  land  acquired  by  purchase  from  the  lords^of  the  soil. 

In  an  original  compact  with, this  society,  we,  for  important  reasons, 
delegated  to  it  certain  political  powers;  while  this  institution  stipulate 
that  whenever  the  people  should  become  capable  of  conducting  the  govehi- 
ment,  or  whenever  the  people  should  desire  it,  this  ipstitution  would, 
resign  the  delegated  power,  peaceably  withdraw  its  supervision,  and  leave 
the  people  to  the  government  of  themselves . 

Under  the  auspices  and  guidance  of  this  institution,  which  has  nobly, 
and  in  perfect  j^idi  redeemed  its  pledges  to  the  peojde,  we  have  grown 
€uid  prospered. 

From  time  to  time,  our  number  has  been  increased  by  efnigratiou  fifom 
America,  and  by  accession  from  native  tribes;  and  from  time  to  time,  as 
circumstances  required  it,  we  have  extended  our  borders  by  acquisition 
of  land  by  honorable  purchase  from  the  natives  of  the  country: 

As  our  territory  has  extended,  and  our  population  increased.  Our  com- 
merce has  also  increased.  The  flags  of  most  of  the  cizilixed  nations  of 
the  earth  float  in  our  harbors,  and  their  merchants  are  opening  a9  hon- 
orable and  profitable  trade.  Until  recently,  these  visits  have  been  of  a 
uniformly  harmonious  character;  but  as  they  have  become  more  frequent, 
and  to  more  numerous  points  of  our  extending  coast,  questions  have  arisen^ 
which,  it  is  supposed,  can  be  adjusted  only  by  agreement  between  sov- 
ereign powers. 

For  years  past,  the  American  Colonisation  Society  has  virtually  with- 
drawn nrom  all  direct  and  active  part  in  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment, except  in  the  appointment  of  the  governor,  who  is  also  a  colonist, 
for  the  apparent  purpose  of  testing  the  ability  of  the  people  to  conduct  the 
aflairs  ot  government,  and  no  complaint  of  crude  legislation^  nor  of  mis- 
management, nor  of  mal-administration,  has  yet  been  heard. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  this  institution,  the  American  Colonisation  Soci- 
ety, with  that  good  faith  whicK^has  uniformly  marked  all  its  dealings  with 
us,  did,  by  a  set  of  resolutions  in  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Jjord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  dissolve  ail  political  connexion 
with  the  people  of  this  republic,  return  the  power  with  which  it  was 
deleffated,  and  left  the  people  to  the  government  of  themselves. 

The  peo^e  ol  thoTepublic  of  Liberia,  then,  are  of  right,  and  in  fact,  a 
firee,  sovereign,  and  independent  State,  possessed  of  all  the  rights,  powera> 
and  functions  of  government. 

In  assuming  the  momentous  responsibilities  of  the  position  they  have 
taken,  the  people  of  this  republic  feel  iustified  by  the  necessities  of  the 
caae,  and  widi  this  conviction  they  throw  themselves  with  confidence 
upon  the  candid  consideration  of  the  civilized  world. 
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Liberia  is  not  the  offspring  of  grasping  ambiticm,  nor  the  tool  of  avari' 
cious  speculation. 

No  desire  for  territorial  aggrandizement  bronght  us  to  these  shores;  nor 
do  we  believe  so  sordid  a  motive  entered  into  the  high  considerations  of 
those  who  aided  us  in  providing  this  asylum. 

Liberia  is  an  asylum  from  the  most  grinding  oppression. 

In  coming  to  the  shores  of  Africa,  we  indulged  the  pleasing  hope  that 
we  would  be  permitted  to  exercise  and  improve  those  faculties  which  im- 
part to.  mlan  his  dignity;  to  nourish  in  our  hearts  the  flame  of  honorable 
ambition;  to  cherish  and  indulge  those  aspirations  which  a  beneficent 
Creator  had  implanted  in  every  human  heart,  and  to  evince  to  all  who 
deppise,  ridicule,  and  oppress  our  race,  that  we  possess  with  them  a  com- 
mon nature;  are  with  them  susceptible  of  equal  lefinement^  and  capable  of 
equal  advancement  in  all  that  adonis  and  dignifies  man. 

We  were  animated  with  the  hope,  that  here  we  should  be  at  liberty  to 
train  up  our  children  in  the  way  they  should  go;  to  inspire  them  with  the 
love  of  an  honorable  fame;  to  kindle  witliin  them  the  flame  of  a  lofty 
philanthropy;  and  to  form  strong  within  them  the  principles  of  bnmanity, 
virtue,  and  religion. 

Among  the  strongest  motives  to  leave  our  native  land— ^td  abandon  for- 
ever the  scenes  of  our  childhood,  and  to  sever  the  most  endeared  connex- 
ions— was  the  desire  for  a  retreat  where,  free  from  the  agitations  of  fear  and 
molestation,  we  could,  in  composure  and  security,  approach  in  worslup 
the  God  of  our  fathers. 

Thus  far  our  highest  hopes  have  been  realized. 

Liberia  is  already  the  happy  home  of  thousands  who-  were  once  the 
doomed  victims  of  oppression;  and  if  left  unmolested  to  go  on  with  her 
natural  and  spontaneous  growth;  if  her  movements  be  lefl  free  from  the 
paralyzing  intrigues  of  jealous  ambition  and  unscrupulous  avarice,  she 
will  throw  open  a  wider  and  yet  a  wider  door  for  thousands  who  are  now 
looking  with  an  anxious  eye  for  some  land  of  rest. 

Our  courts  of  justice  are  open  equally  to  the  stranger  and  the  citizen  for 
the  redress  of  gnevances,  for  the  remedy -of  injuries,  and  for  the  punish* 
ment  of  crime. 

Our  numerous  and  well  atlended  schools  attest  our  efforts  and  our  desire 
for  the  improvement  of  our  children . 

bur  churches  for  the  worship  of  our  €?realor,  everywhere  to  be  seen, 
bear  testimony  to  our  piety  and  to  our  acknowledgment  of  his  proridence. 

.The  native  African  bowing  down  with  us  before  the  altar  of  the  living 
God,  declares  that  fn^m  us,  feeble  as  we  are,  the  light  of  Christianity  has 
gone  forth,  while  upon  that  curse  of  curses,  the  slave  trade,  a  deadly  blight 
has  fallen,  as  far  as  our  influence  extends. 

Therefore,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  and  virtue,  and  religiofi,  in  the 
name  of  the  great  God^  our  common  Creator,  and  our  common  judge,  we  ap 
peal  to  the  nations  of  Christendom,  and  earnestly  and  respectfully  ask  of 
them  that  they  will  regard  us  with  the  sympathy  and  friendly  considerations 
to  which  the  peculiarities  of  our  conditwn  entitle  us,  and  to  extend  to  as 
that  comity  which  marks  the  friendly  intercourse  of  civilized  and  inde- 
pendent communities. 
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CONSriTUTlON. 
Article  1. — Declaration  of  Bights. 

The  end  of  the  institution,  maintenance,  and  administration  of  govern- 
inent,  is  to  secure  the  existence  of  the  body  politic^  to  protect  it,  and  to 
furnish  the  individuals  who  compose  it  with  the  power  of  enjoying  in  safety 
and  tranquillity  their  natural  rights,  and  the  blessings  of  life;*  and  whan- 
eTer  these  grepit  objects  are  not  obtained,  the  people  have  a  right  to  alter 
the  government,  and  to  take  measures  necessary  for  their  safety,  prosper- 
ity, and  happiness. 

Therefore,  we,  the  people  of  the  commonwealth  of  Liberia  in  Africa, 
acknowledging  with  deyout  gratitude  the  goodness  ot  God,  in  granting  to 
us  the  blessings  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  political,  religious,  and  ciyii  ' 
liberty,  do,  in  order  to  secure*  these  blessings  for  ourselves  and  our  pos-  ' 
lerity,  and  to  ^^tablish  justice,  insure  domestic  peace,  and  promote  the 
generaV  welfare,  hereby  solemnly  associate  and  constitute  ourselves  a  free^ 
sovereign,  and  iadependent  State,  by  the  name  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia, 
and  do  ordain  and  establish  this  constitution  for  the  government  of  the ' 
same. 

Section  1.  All  men  are  bom  equally  free  and  indepe^d^nt,  and  have 
certain  natural,  inherent,  and  inalienable  rights— among  which  are  the 
rights  of  enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty,  of  acquiring,  possessing, 
and  protecting  property,  and  of  pursuing  and  obtaining  safety  and  hap- 
piness. 

Sec«  2.  AU  power  is  inherent  in  the  people;  all  free  governments  are 
instituled  by  their  authority  and  for  their  benefit,  and  they  have  a  right  to , 
alter  and  reform  the  same  when  their  safety  and  happiness  require  it. 

Sec.  3.  All  meii  have  a  natural  and  inalienable  right  to  worship  God  ac- ' 
cording  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences,  without  obstruction  or 
molestation  from  others:  all  persons  demeaning  themselves  peaceably,  and 
not  obstructing  others  in  their  religious  worship,  are  entitled  to  the  protection 
of  the  law  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  oxvn  religion,  and  no  sect  of  Christians 
shall  have .  exclusive  privileges  or  {Hreference  oVer  any  other  sect,  but  all 
shall  be  alike  tolerated;  and  no  religious  test  whatever  shall  be  required  as 
a  qualificatiftn  for  civil  office,  or  the  exercise  of  any  civil  right.   , 

Sec.  4.  There  shall  be  no  slavery  within  this  republic;  nor  shall  any 
citizen  of  this  republic,  or  any  person  resident  therein,  deal  iu  slaves,  cither 
within  or  without  this  republic,  directly  or  indirectly. 

Sec.  5.  The  people  have  a  right  at  all  times,  in  an  orderly  and  peace- 
able manner,  to  assemble  and  consult  upon  the  common  good,  to  ipistruct 
their  representatives,  and  to  petition  the  government  or  any  public  function- 
aries for  the  redress  of  grievances. 

Sec.  6.  Every  person  injured  shallhaveremedy  therefor  by  due  course 
of  law;  justice  shall  be  done  without  denial  or  delay;  and  in  all  cases  not' 
arising  under  martial  law,  or  upon  impeachment,  the  parties  shall  have  a 
right  to  a  trial  by  jury,  and  to  be  heard  in  person  or  by  counsel,  or  both. 

Sec.  7.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  infamous 
crime,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  cases  arising  in  the  army  and  navy, 
and  petty  offences,  unless  upon  presentment  by  a  grand  jury;  and  every* 
person  criminally  charged  shall  have  a  right  to  be  seasonably  furnished 
%vilha  copy  of  the  charge,  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against 
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him,  and  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  fcvor; 
and  to  have  a  speedy,  public,  and  impartial  trial  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinity. 
He  shall  not  be  compelled  to  furnish  or  give  evidence  against  himself, 
and  no  person  shall  lor  the  same  offence  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life 
or  limb. 

Sec.  8.  No  person  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  property,  or  privilege, 
but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land. 

Sec.  9.  No  place  shall  be  searched  nor  person  seized  on  a  crifninal 
charge  or  suspicion,  unless  upon  warrant  lawfully  issned,  upon  probable 
cause  supported  by  oath  or  solemn  affirmation,  specially  designating  the 
place  or  person,  and  the  object  of  the  search. 

Sec.  10.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  im- 
posed, nor  excessive  punishments  inflicted;  nor  shall  the  legislature  make 
any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts;  nor  any  law  rendering  any 
act  punishable,  in  any  manner  in  which  it  was  not  punishable  when  it  was 
committed. 

Sec.  11.  AU  elections  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  every  male  crttzeR  of 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  possessing  real  estate,  shall  have  tlie  right  of 
sufiage. 

Sec.  12.  The  people  have  a  right  to  keep  and  bear  arms  for  the  com- 
mon defence.  And  as,  in  time  of  peace,  armies  are  dangerous  to  liberty, 
they  ought  not  to  be  maintained  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature, 
and  the  military  power  shsdl  always  be  held  in  exact  subordination  to  the 
civil  authority,  and  be  governed  by  it. 

Sec  13.  Private  property  shall  not  be  taken^  for  public  use  without  just 
compensation. 

Sec  14.  The  powers  of  this  government  shall  be  divided  into  three 
distinct  departments — (he  Legislative,  Executive^  and. Judicial;  and  no  per- 
son belonging  to  one  of  these  departments  shall  exercise  any  of  the  poweis 
belonging  to  either  of  the  others.  This  section  is  not  to  be  construed  to  in- 
clude justices  of  the  peace. 

Sec  16.  The  liberty  of  the  press  is  essential  to  the  security  of  freedom 
in  a  State;  it  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  restrained  in  this  republic 

The  press  shall  be  free  to  every  person  who  undertakes  to  examine  the 
poCeedmgs  of  the  legislature  or  any  branch  of  the  government;  and  no 
law  shall  ever  be  made  to  restrain  the  rights  thereof.  The  free  commu- 
nication of  thoughts  and  opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man; 
and  every  citizen  may  freely  speak,  write,  and  print  on  any  subject,  being 
responsible  ibc  the  abuse  of  that  Hberty. 

In  prosecutions  for  the  publication  of  papers  investigating  the  official 
conduct  of  officers,  or  men  in  a  public  capacity,  or  where  the  matter  pub- 
lished is  proper  fl^r  public  information,  the  truth  thereof  may  be  given  in 
evidence.  And  in  all  indictments  for  libels,  the  jniy  shall  have  a  right  to 
determine  the  law  and  the  facts,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in 
other  cases. 

Sec  16.  No  subsidy,  charge,  impost,  or  dtities  ought  to  be  established, 
fixed,  laid,  or  levied,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever,  without  the  consent 
of  the  people,  or  their  representatives  in  the  legislature. 

Sec  17.  Suits  may  be  brought  against  the  republic  in  such  manner 
and  in  such  cases  as  the  legislature  may  by  law  direct. 

Sec  18.  No  person  can,  in  any  case,  be  subjected  to  the  law  martial, 
or  to  any  penalties  or  pains,  by  virtue  of  that  law,  (except  those  employed 
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in  the  army  or  navy^  and  except  the  militia  in  actual  service^)  but  by  the 
authority  of  i\  e  legislature. 

Sec.  19.  In  order  to  prevent  those  who  are  vested  with  authority  from 
becoming  oppressors,  the  people  have  a  right  at  such  periods,  and  in  such 
manner  as  they  shall  establish  by  their  frame  of  government,  to  cause  their 
public  officers  to  retiurn  to  private  life,  and  fill  up  vacant  places,  by  certain 
and  regular  elections  and  appointments. 

Sec  .  20.  That  all  prisoners  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties,  unless 
lor  capital  offences,  when  the  proof  is  evident,  or  presumption  great;  and 
the  privilege  and  the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  be  enjoyed 
in  this  republic,  in  the  most  free,  easy,  cheap,  expediuous  and  ample  man- 
ner, and  shall  not  be  suspended  by  the  legislature,  except  upon  the  most 
urgent  and  pressing  occasions,  and  for  a  Umited  time,  not  exceeding 
twelvemonths. 

Article  II. — Legislative  Powers. 

Section  1.  The  kgislative  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  legislature  of 
Liberia,  and  consist  of  two  separate  branches — a  House  of  Representative^ 
and  a  Senate,  to  be  styled  the  Legislature  of  Liberia — each  ot  which  shall 
have  a  negative  on  the  other;  and  the  enacting  style  of  their  acts  and  laws 
shall  be,  "  It  is  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  republic  of  Liberia  m  legislature  assembled." 

Sec.  3.  The  representatives  shall  be  elected  by  and  for  the  inhabitants 
of  the  several  counties  of  Liberia,  and  shall  be  apportioned  among  the 
several  counties  of  Liberia,  as  follows:  The  county  of  Montserado  shall 
have  four  representatives,  the  dounty  of  Grand  Bassa  shall  have  three,  and 
the  county  of  Since  shall  have  one,  and  all  counties  hereafter  which  shall 
be  admitted  in  the  republic  shall  have  one  representative,  and  for  every 
ten  thousand  inhabitants  one  representative  shall  be  added.  No  person 
shall  be  a  representative  whx)  has  not  resided  in  the  county  two  whole 
years  immediately  previous  to  his  election,  and  who  shall  not,  when 
elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  county,  and  does  not  own  real  estate  of 
not  less  value  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  the  county  in  whicb 
he  resides,  and  who  shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-three  years. 
The  representatives  shall  be  elected  biennially,  and  shall  serve  two  years 
from  the  time  of  their  election. 

Sec.  3.  When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  representation  of  any  county  by 
deaths  resignation,  or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  filled  by  a  new  election. 

Sec  4.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  elect  their  own  speaker  and 
other  officers;  they  shall  also  have  the  sole  power  of  impeachment. 

Sec  5.  The  Senate  shall  consist  of  two  members  ftora  Montserado 
county,  two  from  Bassa  county,  two  from  Since  county,  and  two  firom 
each  county  which  may  be  hereafter  incorporated  into  this  republic.  No 
person  shall  be  a  senator  who  shall  not  have  resided  'three  whole  years 
immediately  previous  to  his  election  in  the  republic  of  Liberia,  and  who 
shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  county  which  he  repre- 
sents, and  who  does  not  own  real  estate  of  not  less  value  than  two  hun- 
dred dollars  in  the  county  which  he  represents,  and  who  shall  not  have 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  The  senator  for  each  county  who 
efhall  have  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  retain  his  seat  for  four  years, 
and  the  one  who  shall  have  the  next  highest  number  of  votes  two  years, 
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and  all  who  are  afterwards  elected  to  fill  their  seats  shall  remain  in  office 
four  years. 

Sec.  6,  The  Senate  shall  try  all  impeachments;  the  senators  being  first 
sworn,  or  solemnly  affirmed,  to  try  the  same  impartially,  and  according  to 
law,  and  no  person  shall  be  convicted  but  by  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds 
of  the  senators  present.  Judgment  in  such  cases  shall  not  extend  beyond 
removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  an  office  in  the  rejmblic, 
but  the  party  may  still  be  tried  at  law  for  the  same  offence. 

When  either  the  President  or  Vice  President  is  to  be  tried,  the  chief 
justice  shall  preside. 

Skc.  7.  It  shair  be  the  duty  of  the  legislature  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be  after  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  and  once  at  least  in  every 
ten  years  afterwards,  to  cause  a  true  census  to  be  taken  of  each  town  and 
county  of  the  republic  of  Liberia,  and  a  representative  shall  be  allowed 
every  town  having  a  population  of  ton  thousand  inhabitants,  and  for  every 
additional  ten  thousana  in  the  counties  after  the  first  census  one  represent- 
ative shall  be  added  to  that  county  until  the  number  of  repre&entauves 
shall  amount  to  thirty — afterwards  one  representative  shall  be  added  lor 
ev^ry  thirty  thousand.  ~ 

Sec.  8.  Each  branch  of  the  legisfature  shall  be  judge' of  the  election 
returns  arid  qualifications  of  its  own  members.  A  majority  of  each  shall 
be  necessary  to  transact  business,  but  a  less  number  may  adjourn  from 
day  to  day,  and  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  hach  house 
may  adopt  its  own  rules  of  proceeding,  enforce  order,  and  with  the  concur- 
rence of  two-thirds,  may  expel  a  member. . 

Sec.  9.  Neither  house  shall  adjourn  for  more  than  two  days  without 
the  consent  of  the  other;  and  both  houses  shall  sit  in  the  same  .town. 

Sec.  10.  Every  billor  resolution  which  shall  have  passed  both  branches 
of  the  legislature,  shall,  before  it  becomes  a  law,  be  laid  before  the  Presi- 
dent for  his  approval.  If  he  approves,  he  shall  sign  it;  if  not,  he  shall 
return  it  to  the  legislature  with  his  objections.  If  the  legislature  shall  af- 
wards  pass  the  bill  or  resolution  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  in  each  branch,  it 
shall  become  a  law.  If  the  President  shall  neglect  to  return  such  bill  or 
resolution  to  the  legislature  with  his  objection  for  five  days  after  the  same 
shall  have  been  so  laid  before  him — the  legislature  remaining  in  session 
during  that  time — such  ileglect  shall  be  equivalent  to  his  signature. 

Sec  II.  The  senators  and  representatives  shall  receive  from  the  re- 
public a  compensation  for  their  services,  to  be  ascertained  by  law;  and 
shall  be  privileged  from  arrest,  oijcept  for  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the 
peace,  while  attending  at,  going  to,  or  returning  from  the  session  of  the 
legislature. 

Ar-kcle  III. — Executive  Power. 

Section  1.  The  supreme  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Presi- 
dent, who  shall  be  elected  by  the  people,  and  shall  hold  his  office  for  the 
term  of  two  years.  He  shall  becommander-inchief  of  the  antiy  and  navy. 
He  shall,  in  the  recess  of  the  legislature,  have  power  Lo  call  out  the  miliiia, 
or  any  portion  thereof,  into  actual  service  in  defence  of  the  republic.  He 
shall  have  power  to  make  treaties,  provided  the  Senate  concur  therein  by 
a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  senators  present.  He  shall  nominate^  tmd, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate^  appoint  and  commission  all 
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ambassadors,  and  other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  secretaries  of  state, 
of  war,  of  the  navy,  and  of  the  treasury;  attorney  general,  all  judges  of 
courts,  sheriffs,  coroners,  marshals,  justices  of  the  poace,  clerks  of  courts, 
registers,  notaries  public,  and  all  other  officers  of  State,  civil  and  military, 
whose  appointmetit  may  not  be  otherwise  provided  for  by  the  constitution, 
or  by  standing  laws;  and,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  he  may  fill  any . 
vacancy  in  those  offices,  until  the  next  session  of  the  Senate.  He  shall 
receive  all  ambassadors  and  other  public  ministers.  He  shall  take  care  that 
the  laws  be  feithfully  executed.  He  shall  inform  the  legislature,  from  time 
to  time,  of  the  condition  of  the  republic,  and  recommend  any  public 
measures  for  their  adoption  which  he  may  think  expedient  He  may^ 
after  conviction,  remit  any  public  forfeitures  and  penalties,  and  grant 
reprieves  and  pardons  for  public  offences,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 
He  may  require  information  and  advice  from  any  public  oflScer,  touching 
matters  pertaining  to  his  officfe.  He  may,  oh  extraordinary  occasions, 
convene  the  legislature,  and  may  adjourn  t;he  two  houses  whenever  they 
cannot  agree  as  to  the  time  of  adjournment. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  a  Vice.  President,  who  shall  be  elected  in. the 
same  manner  and  for  the  same  term  as  that  of  the  President,  and  whose 
qualifications  shall  be  the  same;  he  shall  be  president  of  the  Sepate,  and 
give  the  casting  vote  when  the  house  is  equally  divided  oil  any  subject. 
And  iu  case  of  the  removal  of  the  President  from  office,  or  his  death, 
resignation,  or  inability  to  discharge  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  said  office, 
the  same  shall  devolve  on  the  Vice  President,  and  the  legislature  may  by 
law  provide  for  the  case  of  removal,  death,  resignation  or  inability  both  of 
the  President  and  Vice  President,  declaring  what  officer  shall  then  act  as 
president,  and  such  officer  shall  act  accordingly,  until  the  disability  be 
removed,  or  a  President  shall  be  elected. 

Sec.  3.  The  secretary  of  state  shall  keep  the  records  of  the  State,  and 
all  the  records  and  papers  of  the  legislative  body,  and  all  other  public 
records  and  documents,  not  belonging  to  any  other  department,  and  shall 
lay  the  same,  wheu  required,  before  the  President  or  legislature.  He  shall 
attend  upon  them  when  required,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  may 
be  enjoined  by  law. 

Sec.  4,  Ttje  secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  other  person  who  may  bylaw 
be  charged  with  the  custody  of  the  public  moneys,  shall,  before  he  receive 
such  moneys,  give  bonds  to  the  State,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  legislature,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  tnist.  He  shall 
exhibit  a  true  account  of  such  moneys  when  required  by  the  President  or 
legislature;  and  qo  moneys  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  by  war- 
rant from  the  President,  in  consequence  of  appropriation  made  by  law. 

Sec  5.  All  ambassadors  and  other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  the 
secretary  of  state,  of  war,  of  the  treasury,  and  of  the  navy,  the  attorney 
general,  and  postmaster  general,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  President,  All  justices  of  the  peace,  sheriffs,  marshals,  clerks  of 
courts,  registers,  and  notaries  public,  shall  hold  their  office  for  the  term  of 
two  years  from  the  date  of  their  respective  conmais^ion^ ;  but  may  be  re- 
moved from  office  within  that  time  by  the  President,  at  his  pleasure;  and 
all  other  officers  whose  term  of  office  may  not  be  otherwise  limited  by  law, 
shall  hold  their  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  President. 

Sec  6.  Every  civil  officer  may  be  removed  from  office  by  impeach- 
ment, for  official  misconduct.    Every  such  officer  may  also  be  removed  by 
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the  President/upon  tlie  address  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature^  stating 
the  particular  reasons  for  his  removal. 

Sec.  7.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  President,  who  has 
not  been  a  citizen  of  this  republic  for  at  le^st  five  years,  and  shall  noi 
have  attained  the  age' of  Ihirty-five  years  j^  and  who  shall  not  be  Bossessei 
of  unincumbered  real  estate  of  not  less  value  than  six  hundrea  dollars. 

Sec.  8.  The  President  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  services  a 
compensation  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  during 
the  period  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected.  And  before  he  eaters 
on  the  execution  of  his  office,  h6  shall  iake  the  following  oath  or  affirma- 
tion : 

I  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  affinn,^  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  of- 
fice of  President  of  the  republic  of  Liberia,  and  will  to  the  best  of  mj 
ability  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  constitution  and  enforce  the 
laws  of  the  republic  of  Liberia. 

Article  IV. — Jiuiicial  Department. . 

Section  1.  The  judicial  power  of  this  republic  shall  be  vested  in  one 
supreme  court,  and  such  subordinate  courts  as  the  legislature  n. ay  from 
time  to  time  establish.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  courts^  and  all  other 
judges  of  courts,  shall  hold  their  office  during  good  behaviour;  but  may  be 
removed  by  the  President,  on  the  address  of  two-thirds  of  both  houses  for 
that  purpose,  or  by  impeachment  and  conviction  thereon.  The  judges 
shall  have  salaries  established  bylaw,  which  maybe  increased  but  not 
diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office.  They  shall  not  receive 
any  other  perquisite  or  emoluments  whatever,  from  parties  or  others,  on 
account  of  any  duty  req^uired  of  them. 

Sec.  2.  The  supreme  court  shall  haVe  original  jurisdiction  in  all  cases 
affecting  ambassadors  or  other  public  ministers  and  consuls]  and  those  to 
which  the  republic  shall  be  a  party.  In  all  other  cases  the  supreme 
court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both  as  to  law  and  fact,  with  such 
exceptions  and  unaer  such  regulations  as  the  legislature  shall  from  time 
to  time  make. 

Article  V. — Miscellaneous  provisions. 

Section  1 .  All  laws  now  in  force  in  the  commonwealth  of  Liberia, 
and  not  repugnant  to  this  constitution,  shall  be  in  fol:ce  as  the  laws  of 
the  republic  of  Liberia,  until  they  shall  be  repealed  by  the  legislature. 

Sec.  2.  All  judges,  magistrates,  and.  other  officers  now  concerned  in  the 
administration  of  justice  in  the  commonweaiih  of  Liberia,  and  all  other 
existing  civil  ana  military  officers  therein,  shall  continue  to  hold  and  dis- 
charge their  respective  offices  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
republic,  until  others  shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned  iu  their  stead 
pursuant  to  this  constitution. 

Sec.  3.  All  towns  and  municipal  corporations  within  this  republic, 
constituted  under  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth  of  Liberia,  shall  retain 
their  existing  organizations  and  privileges,  and  the  respective  officers  thereof 
shall  remain  in  office,  and  act  under  the  authority  of  this  republic,  in  the 
same  maimer  and  with  the  tike  powers  as  they  now  possess  under  the 
laws  of  said  commonwealth. 

Seo.  4.  The  first  election  of  President,  Vice  President,  senators,  and 
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lepresentatives  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tnesdaf  in  October^  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven ,  in  the  same  manner  as 
elections  of  members  of  the  council  are  chosen  in  the  conunonweahh  of 
Liberia^  and  the  votes  shall  be  certified  and  returned  to  the  colonial  sec- 
retary, and  the  result  of  the  election  shall  be  'ascertained,  posted,  and 
notified  by  him  as  it  is  now  by  lav«r  provided  in  case  of  such  members  of 
council. 

Sec.  6.  AU  other  flections  of  President,  Vice  President,  senators,  and 
representatives,  shall  be  held  in  the  respective  towns,  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  May,  in  every  two  yeai-s,  to  be  held  and  regulated  in  such  manner 
as  the  legislature  may  by  law  prescribe.  The  returns  of  votes  shall  be 
ipade  to  the  secretarv  of  state,  who  shall  open  the  same,  and  forthwith 
issue  notice  of  the  election  to  the  persons  apparently  so  elected  senators 
and  representatives;  and  all  such  returns  shall  be  by  him  laid  before  the 
legislature  at  its  next  ensuing  session,  together  with  a  list  of  the  names 
of  the  persons  who  appear  by  such  returns  to  have  been  duly  elected  sen- 
ators and  representatives;  and  the  persons  appearing  by  said  returns  to  be 
duly  elected  shall  proceed  to  organize  themselves  accordinglv  as  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives.  The  votes  for  President  snail  be^sorted, 
counted,  and  declared  by  the  House  of  Representatives.  And  if  no  per- 
son shall  appear  to  have  a  majority  of  such  votes,  the  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives present  shall  in  convention,  by  joint  ballot,  elect  from  among 
the  persons  having  the  three  highest  number  of  votes',  a  person  to  act  as 
President  for  the  ensuing  term. 

Sec.  6.  The  legislature  shall  assemble  once  at  least  in  every  year,  and 
such  meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  unless  a  different 
day  shall  be  appointed  by  law. 

Sec.  7.  Every  legislator  and  other  officer  appointed  under  this  con- 
stitution, shall,  before  he~ enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and 
subscribe  a  solemn  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  constitution  of  this 
republic,  and  faithfully  and  impartially  discharge  the  duties  of  such  office. 
The  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  shall  administer  such  oath  or  affirma- 
tion to  the  President,  in  convention  of  both  houses;  and  the  President 
shall  administer  the  same  to  the  Vice  President,  to  the  senators,  and  to 
the  representatives  in  like  manner.  If  the  President  is  unable  to  attend, 
the  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  may  administer  the  oath  or  afiirma- 
tion  to  him^  at  any  place,  and  also  to  the  Vice  President,  senators,  and 
representatives,  in  convention.  Other  officers  may  take  such  oath  or 
affirmation  before  the  President^  chief  justice^  or  any  other  person  who 
may  be  designated  by  law. 

Sec  8.  All  elections  of  public  officers  shall  be  made  by  a  majority  of 
the  votes;  except  in  cases  otherwise  regulated  by  the  constitution  or  by 
law. 

Sec.  9.  Offices  created  by  this  constitution  which  the  circumstances 
of  the  republic  do  not  require  that  they  shall  be  filled,  shall  not  be  filled 
until  the  legislature  shall  deem  it  necessary. 

Sec.  10.  The  property  of  which  a  woman  may  be  possessed  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage,  and  also  that  of  which  she  may  afterwards  become 
possessed^  otherwise  than  by  her  husband,  sh^ll  not  be  held  responsible 
for  his  debts,  whether  contracted  befoie  or  after  marriage. 

Nor  shall  the  property  thus  intended  to  i>e  secui^  to  the  woman  be 
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alienated  otherwise  than  hy  her.  free  and  voluntary  consent,  and  such 
alienation  m?iy  be  made  by  her  either  by  sale,  devise,  or  otherwise. 

Sec.  II.  In  all  cases  in  which  estate^  are  insolvent,  the  widow  shall 
be  entitled  to  one-third  of  the  real  estaite  during  her  natural  life,  and  to 
one-third  of  the  personal  estate  which  she  shall  hold  in  her  own  right,  sub- 
ject to  alienation  by  her,  by  devise  or  otherwise. 

Sfic.  12.  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  hold  real  estate  in  this  repub- 
lic, unless  he  be  a  citizen  of  the  same.  Nevertheless,  this  article  shall 
not  be  construed  to  apply,  to  colonization,  missionary,  educational,  or 
other  benevolent  institutions,  so  long,  as  the  property  or  estate  is  applied 
to  its  legitimate  purposes. 

Sec.  13.  The  great  object  of  forming  these  colonies  being  to  provide 
a  home  for  the  dispersed  and  oppressed  children  of  Africa,  and  to  regen- 
erate and  enlighten  this  benighted  continent,  none  but  persons  of  color 
shall  be  admitted  to  citizenship  in  this  republic. 

Sec  14.  The  purchase  of  any  land  by  isiny  citizen  or  citizens  from  the 
aborigines  of  this  coimtry,  for  his  or  their  own  us^,  or  for  the  benefit  of 
others,  as  estate  or  estates  in  fee  simple^  shall  be  considered  null  and  void 
to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

Sec.  15,  The  improvement  of  the  native  tribes  and  their  advancement 
in  the  arts  of  agriculture  and  husbandry  being  a  cherished  object  of  this 
government,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  appoint  in  each  countf 
some  discreet  person,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  regular  £md  periodi- 
cal tours  through  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention  of 
the  natives  to  these  wholesome  branches  of  industry,  and  of  instructing 
them  in  the  same;  and  the  legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  can  conveniently 
be  done,  make  provision  for  these  purposes  by  the  appropriation  of  money. 
Sec.  16.  The  existing  regulations  of  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety, in  the  commonwealth,  relative  to  emigrants,  shall  remain  the  same 
in  the  republic,  until  regulated  by  compact  between  the  society  and  the 
republic:  nevertheless,  the  legislature  shall  make  no  law  prohibiting  emi- 
gration. And  it  shall  be  among  the  first  duties  of  the  legislature  to  take 
measures  to  arrange  the  future  relations  between  the  American  Coloxiiz&- 
tion  Society  and  this  republic. 

Sec  17.  This  constitution  may  be  altered  whenever  two-thirds  of 
both  branches  of  .the  legislature  shall  deem  it  necessary;  in  which  case 
the  alterations  or  amendments  ;shsdl  first  be  considered  and  approved  by 
the  legislature,  by  the  concurrence  of  two- thirds  of  the  members  of  each 
branch,  arid  afterwards  by  them  submitted  to  the  people,  and  adopted  b? 
two- thirds  of  all  the  electors  at  the  next  biennial  meeting  fin*  the  election 
of  senators  and  representatives. 

Done  in  convention  at  Monrovia,  in  the  county  of  Montserado,  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  people  of  the  commonwealth  of  Liberia,  this 
twenty-sixth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven,  and  of  the  republip  the  first. 
In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereto  set  our  names. 

S.  BENEDICT,  PresidefUy-] 

J.  N.  LEWIS, 

H.  TEAGE, 

BEVERLY  R.  WILSON, 

ELUAH  JOHNSON, 

J.  B.  GRIPON, 


>  Montserado  eoutUjf. 
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JOHN  DAY,  T 

AMOSH^^^^^^  \   Grand  Bassacaunty. 

EPifRAIM  TITLER,  J 

R,  E.  MURRAY,  county  of  Sinoe. 
J   W.  Prout,  Secretary  of  Convention. 


Monrovia,  JWSy  29, 1847. 

Fellow- Citizens  :  Having  finished  our  labors,  we  npw  have  the 
honor  of  submitting^  to  your  consideration,  through  the  governor,  that 
constitution  which  m  our  opinion  will  best  suit  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  people  of  this  infant  republic.  That  our  labors  will  meet  the  full 
approbation  of  every  individual  citizen,  is  scarcely  to  be  expected;  we 
trust,  however,  that  a  large  majority  of  our  fellow-citizens  will  approve 
our  doings,  and  adopt  the  constitution  herewith  submitted. 
.  In  our  deliberations,  we  endeavored  to  keep  our  minds  steadily  fixed 
upon  the  gieat  objects  of  civil  government,  and  have  done  what  we  con- 
ceived  to  be  best  for  the  general  interest  of  this  rising  republic.  We  en- 
deavored careftilly  to  arrange  every  subject  that  might  possibly  arise,  cal- 
culated to  disturb  in  the  least  the  friendly  feeling  which  now  so  happily 
subsists  between  the  different  counties  of  this  republic.  We  felt  deeply 
the  importance  and.  magnitude  of  the  work  submitted  to  our  hands,  and 
have  done  the  very  best  we  could  in  older  to  aflbrd  general  satisfaction. 

In  view  of  the  peculiarity  of  our  circumstances,  the  new  position  we 
have  assumed  is  indeed  a  gigantic  one,  and  thie  government  now  calls  to 
its  support  every  citizen  who  is  at  all  concerned  for  the  safety  and  future 
prosperity  of  this  our  only  home. 

Knowing,  however,  that  our  cause  is  just,  we  feel  encouraged,  and 
believe  that  under  God,  by  a  speedy  perseverance,  we  shall  fiilly  succeed. 

In  publishing  to  the  world  our  independence^  we  have  thought  proper 
to  accomixany  that  document  with  a  declaration  of  the  causes  which  in- 
duced us  to  leave  the  land  of  our  nativity,  and  to  form  settlements  on 
tliis  coast,  and  also  an  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  all  civilized  nations, 
soliciting  their  aid  and  protection,  and  especially  that  they  would,  not- 
withstanding our  peculiar  circumstances,  speedily  recognise  our  inde- 
pendtnce. 

And  that  the  flag  of  this  republic  at  no  distant  day  may  be  seen  float- 
ing upon  eyery  breeze,  and  in  every  land  respected,  it  is  our  earnest  de- 
sire that  the  aifisdrs  of  this  government  may  be  so  conducted  as  to  merit 
the  approbation  of  all'  Christendom,  and  restore  to  Africa  hex  long  lost 
glcM-y,  and  that  Liberia,  under  the  guidance  of  Heaven,  may  continue  a 
happy  asylum  for  our  long  oppressed  race,  and  a  blessing  to  the  benighted 
and  degraded  natives  of  this  vast  peninsula.  To  secure  which  is  our 
ardent  wish  and  prayer* 

With  great  respect,  we  have  the  honor  of  being  your  obedient  and 
humble  servants. 

By  the  unanimous  order  of  the  convention: 

SAMUEL  BENEDICT,  President. 
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Flag  and  Seal  of  the  RqnMic  of  Liberia. 

The  followinff  flag  and  seal  were  adopted  by  the  conyention>  as  the 
insignia  of  the  Republic  of  Lib6ria>  and  ordered  to  be  employed  to  mark 
its  nationality. 

Flag:  Six  red  stripes  with  five  white  stripes  alternately  displayed  longi-^ 
tudinally.  In  the  upper  angle  of  the  flag)  next  to  the  spear,  a  square  blue 
ground,  covering  in  depth  five  stripes.  In  the  centre  of  the  blue,  one 
white  star. 

Seal:  A  dove  on  the  wing,  with  an  open  scroU  in  its  claws.  A  view  of 
the  ocean,  with  a  ship  under  sail,  the  sun  just  emerging  from  the  waters. 
A  palm  tree,  and  at  its  base  a  plough  and  spade.  Beneath  the  eniblems, 
the  words  Republic  of  Liberia;  and  a^bove  the  emblems,  the  national 

motto,  THE  LOVE  OF  LIBERTY  BROUGRT  VQ  HERE. 

The  former  seal  of  the  commonwealth  is  oideitd  to  be  used  until  that 
for  the  republic  shall  be  engraved. 
By  order  of  the  convention: 

S.  BENEDICT,  President. 
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APPENDIX. 


A.  -  ; 

The  revenne  laws  of  the  cotintry  contain  the  following  sections: 
Section  10.  li  is  further  enadedj  That  when  the  cost  of  leaf  tobacco^ 
purchased  in  the  fofeign  market  for  the  republic^  shall  be  not  more  than 
three  cents  a  pound^  it  shall  be  sold  at  an  advance  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  per  centum  on  the  prime  cost;  when  over  three  cents,  and  not  more 
than  lour  cents,  it  shall  be  sold  at  one  bundled  per  centum  advance; 
when  over  four,  and  not  more  than  five,  it  shall  be  sold  at  an  advance  of 
sixty  per  centum;  and  when  over  five  cents,  it  shall  be  sold  at  an  ad- 
vance of  fifty  per  centum  on  the  prime  cost;  common  trade  powder  at  an 
advance  of  nfty  per  centum  on  the  prime  cost;  muskets,  when  the  cost 
shall  be  less  than  two  dollars,  at  fifty  per  centum — ^when  more  than  two 
dollars,  at  forty;  all  other  fire-arms  at  fifty  per  centum;  crockery  and 
earthenware  at  sixty  per  centum;  and  salt  at  sixteen  dollars  per  ton  of 
forty  bushels. 

Sec.  11.  /if  is  further  efioeied^  That  in  two  days  after  thearriral  of  the 
goods  on  behalf  of  the  republic,  mentioned  in  this  act,  or  any  portion 
thereof,  the  impost  or  tariff  on  th^  same  species  of  commodities,  imported 
into  this  republic  for  the  account  of  any  other  party  whatsoever,  unless 
the  same  shall  be  excepted  or  modified  by  treaty,  shall  be  as  follows, 
namely:  On  leaf  tobacco,  when  the  cost  shall  not  be  more  than  four  cents 
a  pound,  seventy- five  per  (.entum  shall  be  charged;  when  over  four  cents, 
but  less  than  five,  sixty  per  centmn  shall  be  charged;  and  wl^n  over 
five  cents,  fifty  per  centum  shall  be  charged;  on  muskets,  thirty-three 
and  a  third  per  centum;  on  all  other  fire-arms,  not  costing  more  than 
three  dollars  each,  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  centum;  on  powder,  thirty- 
three  and  a  third  per  centum;  on  crockery  and  earthenware,  thirty-three 
and  a  third  per  centum.  The  rates  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  part  of 
this  section  refer,  to  direct  importations.  On  the  sales  of  any  of  the  above* 
mentioned  articles  made  by  transient  traders  or  vessels,  thirty-three  and  ^ 
third  per  centum  shall  be  ass^sed  as  the  impost  to  be  collected^  excepting* 
on  salt;  on  which,  in  every  case,  shall  be  changed  a  duty  of  six  dollars  a 
ton  of  forty  bushels.  ^ 

An  act  regulating  commerce  and  retfetme. 

Article  I :  Sec.  5.  It  is  further  enacted.  That  each  commission 
merchant  shall  pay  a  tax  of  fifteen  dollars  per  annum,  and  each  retailer 
shall  pay  a  tax  of  twelve  dollars  per  annum.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for 
any  citizen^  or  any  other  person,  within  this  republic,  to  sell  or  barter  any 
goods,  merchandise,  or  vendible  property ,  or  transact  business  for  any 
foreign  importer,  merchant,  master,  or  supercargo,  or  owner,  on  commis- 
sion, without  first  b&ving  obtained  a  commission  merchant's  license;  nor 
shall  any  licensed  commission  merchant,. as  stich,  either  by  himself  or 
another,  deal,  transact,  or  barter  othqr  than  in  the  legal  wholesale  way. 

Sec.  6.  //  is  further  enacted,  That  any  person  wishing  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  auctioneer,  shall  pay  a  tax  of  sixteen  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  7.  //  is  further  enacted.  That  no  j^rson  shall  sell  ai'dent  spirits, 
wines,  (claiet  excepted,)  and  cordials,  without  first  having  obtained  a 
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special  license,  for  which  shall  be  paid  a  tax  of  fifty  dollars  per  anntim. 
And  further,  that  the  penalty  for  selling  spirits,  wines,  (claret  excepted,) 
and  cordials,  without  license,  in  this  republic,  shall  be  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  be  recovered  by  action  of  misdemeanor  in  any  court  of  this  repub- 
lic having  competent  jurisdiction — one-fourth  to  go  to  the  informer,  and 
the  other  three- fourths  to  the  use  of  this  republic. 

Sec.  13.  It  is  further  enartedy  That  on  all  ardent  spirits,  wine^,  (claret 
excepted,)  and  cordials  landed  in  any  port  of  this  republic,  therb  shall  be 
collected  a  duty  of  twenty-five  cents  on  each  gallon ;  and  all  such  articles 
shall  foe  landed  under  the  immediate  observation  of  the  collector  or  his 
deputy,  and  by  him  gauged,  or  the  quantity  otherwise  ascertained  on  the 
spot,  and  the  amount  of  duties  thereon  be  paid  before  it  goes  out  of  the 
hands  of  th9  collector. 


B. 

Akticle  1 :  Sec.  2.  It  is  further  enactedy  That  all  vessels  hailing  from 
ports  and  sailing  under  the  flag  of  this  republic  are  hereby  prohibited 
from  any  and  every  species  of  intercourse  with  slavers  at  sea  and  else- 
where, and  are  forbidden  to  ti:ade  or  hold  any  negotiation  with  them, 
under  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  forfeiture  of  all  the  articles, 
or  value  of  them,  so  tmded  for^  and  no  such  vessel  as  above  mentioned 
shall  purchase  at  sea  fix)m  any  vessel  any  goodsi  wares,  or  merchandise, 
and  land  them  at  any  port  or  any  factory  which  they  may  be  licensed  to 
keep  within  the  limits  of  this  republic,  without  accounting  to  the  nearest 
port-oflicer  for  the  amount  of  duties  chargeable  on  said  purchases,  and  pay- 
ing the  lawful  tariff  duties  imposed  on  the  articles,  under  the  penalty 
hereafter  affixed  to  smuggling  in  this  republic. 

Skc.  3.  It  is  further  ^nactedy  That  no  citizen  of  this  republic  shall  be 
permitted  to  act  as  agent  for  any  person  or  persons  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  under  a  penalty  of  being  six  months  bound  to  hard  labor  in  irons. 
And  further,  that  no  person  resident  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  repnb* 
lie  shall  enter  into  the  employ  or  service  of  any  slave-dealer,  or  any  per* 
son  in  the  remotest  degree  connected  with  him  or  them,  under  the  pen- 
alty of  indictment  and  fine  of  fifty  dollars^  and  any  person  belonging  to 
this  republic  being  found  on  board  any  slave  boat  or  vessel,  or  in  the 
neighborhood  of  any  slave-dealing  establishment,  shall  be  deemed  acces- 
sory to  their  crime,  and  suffer  the  penalty. as  above.  But  should  any 
citizen  so  implicated  show  that'  he  or  she  was  by  accident  or  distress 
thrown  into  that  situation,  being  satisfied  of  such  fact,  the  President  may 
admit  the  plea  in  pardon  or  extenuation;  but  should  he  or  she  fail  to 
make  good  such  representation,  he  or  she  shall  suffer  the  penalty  last 
above  named. 

Article  2:  Sec  10.  It  isfurt/ier  enacted^  That  no  vessel  eqgaged  in 
the  slave  trade,  or  having  connexion  with  the  slaive  trade,  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  enter  the  ports  of  this  republic  j  and  no  foreigner  residing  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  republic  shall  be  allowed  to  have  any  cohnexioD 
with  the  slave  trade,  or  to  act  as  agent  for  any  slaver,  under  the  penalty 
of  being  fined,  on  conviction  thereof,  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
lor  the  first  offence,  and  for, the  second  offence  imprisonipent  in  the  com- 
mon jail  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  three  months,  nor  longer  than  eigti- 
teen  months. 
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^*  Those  who  have  arrived  this  year  require  as  much  clear  space  as  all 
who  were  there  before  them,  and  probably  piore,  for  they  aiCe  better  able 
to  work,  and  have  more  means  to  work  with.  Like  those  who  preceded 
them,  they  will  be  compelled  to  do  everything  with  the  axe,  mattock, 
spade,  and  hoe>  in  the  line  of  agriculture.  They  have  brought  excellent 
ploughs,  harrows,  and  cultivators,  eveiy  way  suitable  for  the  cultivation 
of  the  African  soil.  They  have  harnesses  and  trace-chains,  but  unfortu- 
nately there  is  not  A  horse  in  the  oounty  o£  Sinou;  but  a  plenty  of  bul- 
locks may  be  had  from  the  natives,  and  the  new-comers  will,  in  all  proba- 
bility, break  them  into  ploughs  and  wagons^  and  make  them  serve  as  horses 
and  mules.  It  has  been  said  that  horses  brought  from  America  will  not 
live  and  thrive  in  Liberia;  but  I  doubt  whether  the  question  has  ever 
been  fairly  tried.  A  small  eflTort  was  once  made  to  introduce  donkeys 
from  the  Cape  de  Verde  islands  into  Monitovia,  which  happened  to  foil, 
and  a  horse  or  two  from  Sierra  Leone  died  there;  but  I  doubt  whether 
such  unsuccessful  attempts  show  that  horses  from  America  will  not 
thrive  in  the  fields  on  the  African  shore.  The  natives  in  the  rear  of  Li- 
beria— from  fifty  to  a  hundred  miles  back — have  excellent  horses;  at  least, 
so  the  shore  natives,  who  have  been  there,  say;  and  efibrts  are  being 
made  by  the  president  at  Monrovia  to  open  communication  enough  with 
them  to  induce  them  to  bring  droves  of  their  horses  down  to  the  settlers. 
No  doubt  this  will  be  accomplished;  and  then  new-comers  will  find  an 
easier  mode  of  cultivation.  Nor  when  their  implements  of  husbandrjr 
are  gone,  will  they  want  for  more.  The  late  arrival  at  Sinou  brought  ail 
sorts  of  workers  in  wood  and  iron,  able  and  ingenious  mechanics,  as  well 
as  lamiers.  The  country  affords  the  toughest  sorts  of  wood  and  iron,  not 
inferior  to  that  of  Pennsylvania  and  Tennessee.  One  of  the  emigrants, 
who  arrived  a  few  months  ago,  has  nearly  erected  a  two- story  house  for 
his  family  of  seven  or  eight,  who  came  by  the  last  arrival,  built  entirely 
of  African  timber  and  plank,  got  out  with  pit-saws.  It  is  a  durable  two- 
story  house,  well  planned  and 'made.  The  timber  is  similar  to  our  oak, 
and  the  plank,  which  they  call  Afi-ican  poplar,  is  of  a  cherry  color,  and 
more  like  some  of  our  pines.     It  is  excellent  building  wood. 

"The  Sinou  river,  as  far  up  as  the  falls,  is,  in  some  parts,  twenty-four 
feet  deep,  and  in  no  place  is  there  less  than  ten  to  twelve  feet.  The  falls 
are  capable  of  affording  abundance  of  waiter  for  mills  of  any  description 
by  cutting  a  canal,  by  which  a  fall  may  be  secured  of  fifty  to  sixty  feet, 
and  sufficient  water  to  he  had  at  all  seasons  of  the  year;  and  at  no  season 
does  it  rise  so  high  as  to  injure  any  such  establishments.  The  country 
adjacent  to  these  lalls  is  heavily  limbered,  and  the  soil  rich  and  fertile. 
The  country  gradually  rises,  and  is  reported  to  improve  more  and  more 
the  further  you  ascend  the  river." — Jourticd  of  Mr,  Harris^ purser  on 
board  United  States  ship  *<  Decatur. ^^ 


D. 

In  th^year  1836,  the  declared  value  of  British  and  Irish  produce  and 
manufactures  exported  to  the  whole  of  Africa  was  ^917,726. 
EX.--4 
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The  declared  value  of  British  and  Irish  produce  and  manufactures  ex- 
ported to  Africa  in  1837  was  ^"312,938,  of  which  i?101,104  was  made  up 
of  the  value  of  arms  and  ammunition^  and  lead  and  shot. 

The  estimated  value  of  imports  in  1834  into  Great  Britam  was 
•^456;014^  (exclusive  of  gold  dust,  ^260,000,)  and  consisted  chiefly  o[ 
palm  oil,  teak  timber,  gums,  ivory,  bees-wax,  and  all  extremely  valuable 
and  in  great  demand,  but  obtained  at  comparatively  little  labor  and  cost. 

[Btixion. 


E. 

"  The  more  I  reflect  on  the  African  slave  trade,  and  on  the  subject  of 
colonization,  the  more  I  am  convinced  that  the  only  remedy Jbr  the  fonuer 
reposes  in  a  liberal  encouragement  of  the  latter.  I  do  not  mean  by  col(h 
nization  that  new  settlements  shall  be  planted  by  us  all  along  the  coast  at 
the  best  policy  j  and  it  were  better^  perhaps5  to  call  it  not  colonization,  bm 
emigration  from  the  United  States  to  Africa,  by  the  black  population. 
Reinforce  the  liberians,  let  the  strangers  be  acclimated  there  and  become 
citizens,  and  let  the  Liberians  themselves  make  settlements  beyond  the 
limits  of  their  territory,  or  rather  acquire  territory  wherever  they  may 
wish  to  make  them^  this  is  the  true  method.  However  ample  our  means, 
we  can  do  little  or  nothing  witliput  the  civilized  Africans.  With  a  very 
little  of  our  means,  the  African  immigrants,  backed  by  our  support  and 
countenance, ma.y  do  everything.  The  firiitstep,  then>  is  to  induce  the  free 
blacks  to  emigrate;  and  if  they  could  be  apprized  of  the  advantages  which 
invite  them,  and  the  wide  field  which  is  opened  to  them  on  the  continem 
of  their  fathers,  it  would  seem  that  they  could  have  no  greater  induce- 
ment. A  country , which  is  clothed  with  evergreen,  producing  all  the 
luxuries  of  the  tropics  in  abundance,  and  without  much  cultivation, 
with  a  republican  government,  ornamented  with  flourishing  churches  and 
schools,  and  every  opportunity  to  live  with  ease  and  independence,  invites 
them  to  privileges  and  immunities,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  social  rights 
and  blessings,  which  they  can  never  know  even  in  ihe  most  free  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  other  coimtry.  If  they  have  property,  let  them 
take  it  with  them,  and  it  will  prove  like  a  grain  of  mustard-seed 
planted  in  season.  If  they  have  none,  land  will  be  given  them  on 
their  arrival — their  own  land.  And  what  is  still  more  inviting,  they  will 
have  inheritances  for  their  children,  not  only  in  lands,  but  in  a  free  conn- 
tiy  of  their  own — their  native  country,  perhaps;  at  least  the  native  country 
of  their  ancestors — and  a  rich  inheritance  in  the  form  of  an  education^ 
with  the  path  to  jflreferment  and  distinction  clear  and  open  before  ihem." 

[Purser  Harrises  JoianoL 


The  R*:V.  J.  Payne^if  acoQwrU  of  the  Cbreho  tribe^  at  Cape  Palmas,  O' 
tending  thirty  miles  along  the  coast  from  the  CavaUa  to  Fishtown  rvBff' 

The  Greboes  emigrated  probably  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
ago,  to  the  territory  now  occupied  by  them,  from  the  leeward  coast.    The 
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point  of  their  debarcation  was  Just  below  Grand  Bereby,  They  lived  a 
short  distance  from  the  coast;  and  constituted  part  of  a  tiibe  still  living 
in  that  region,  aijd  known  «s  the  ^*  Worebo."  A  crowded  population 
apDears  to  have  led  to  the  emigration. 

The  name  Orebo  is  composed  of  Gre  and  bo.  The  latter  designates  a 
«class,'  (e.  g.  degfl,  a  doctor^  degii-bo^  doctors.)  The  former,  "  Gre,"  is 
the  name  of  a  species  of  monkey  which  leap  with  remarkable  agility.  In 
getting  off  from  the  shore  at  the  time  of  emigration,  it  appears  that  many 
canoes  were  capsized.  The  Grebo  word  for  capsize  is  trorc,  and  hence 
ttiose  who  capsized  and  remained  were  called  wortbo.  Those  who  were 
successful  ih  embarking — leaping  over  the  waves  like  the  ^'  Gre,^^  were 
styled  Grebe.  , 

The  Greboes,  proceeding  op  the  coast  in  their  canoes,  landed  at  differ- 
ent points  as  they  became  tired ;  and  where  they  found  water,  formed 
small  settlements.  The  coast  at  that  time  appears  to  have  been  uninhab- 
ited ;  only  at  Cape  Palinas,  tradition  relates  that  a  small  settlement  of  whites 
was  found.  Tliese  were  probably  Portuguese  and  slave  traders.  The 
first  settlements  of  the  Greboes  in  this  region  were  not  permanent.  They 
proceeded  at  different  times  up  the  coast  until  they  reached  Grand  Ses- 
tres,  where  contact  with  other  tribes,  and  a  partial  accession  from  them, 

Srodnced  a  modificiEition  of  the  language  and  of  the  tribe.  At  length, 
irected  by  an  oracle,  the  scattered  settlements  of  the  Greboes  retraced 
their  steps  to  the  leeward.  The  great  body  proceeded  at  once  and  settled 
At  Cape  Palmas^  although  subsequently  considerable  numbers  followed, 
And  became  engrafted  into  the  tribe.  Prom  Cape  Palmas,  (Berina  See,) 
il<icktown  (Tasch)  was  colonizedj  and  subsequently,  after  considerable 
intervals,  Grahwah  (Blege)and  the  river  Cavalla  towns  (Wattah  andKob- 
lah.)  Again,  from  Rocktown  were  colonized  Middleton,  (Lede,)  Fish- 
town,  (VVah,)  and  Half  Cavalla,  (Bwede.)  The  names  here  given  are 
those  of  the  seven  principal  <jirebo  towns,  having  an  aggregate  population 
of  about  twenty-five  thousand. 

The  constitution  of  the  Grebo  tribe  is  patriarchal,  although  the  govern- 
ment is  almost  purely  democratic.  There  are  io  it  twelve  families,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  ancient  people  of  God,  deriving  their  names,  probably, 
from  the  emigrant  patriarch  or  father.  Their  appellatives  are  Nyambo, 
Orebo,  <fcc.  In  nearly  every  one  of  the  Grebo  settlements  above  enume- 
rated, thei^  are  parts  of  these  familes,  having  in  each  case  their  distinct 
head  man  or  patriarch.  This  patriarch  usually  occupies  a  particular  portion 
of  the  town,  with  his  sons,  grandsons,  and  relatives  around  him.  The 
male  members  of  these,  deposite  with  the  patriarch  a  portion  of  the  money 
which  they  accumulate,  and  the  latter  in  return  pays  the  betrothment 
money  (about  $20)  for  their  wives,  as  well  as  the  fines  and  expenses, 
from  any  source,  to  which  they  may  be  liable. 

Besides  these  duties  to  their  relatives  with  whom  they  are  connected, 
the  i)atriarchs  collectively  constitute  an  upper  court  or  senate  in  the  body 
politic.  To  this  body  belongs  the  right  of  originating  plans  for  promoting 
the  public  weal;  to  them  are  referred  questions  involving  international 
rights  and  relations  in  the  premises,  and  by  them  claims  growing  out  of 
such  relations  are  met.  Indeed  in  all  matters  of  gi*ave  interest,  whether 
domestic  or  foreign,  the  voice  of  the  patriarchs  must  be  heard. 

But  the  most  influential  class  in  every  Grebo  community  is  the  Sedibo. 
This  is  most  emphatically  <^the  house  of  representatives^ '^  the  popular 
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honse^  for  it  is  composed  of  all  males  beyond  the  age  of  18  to  20,  except 
the  patriarchs.     Usually^  as  soon  as  a  young  man  is  married  and  has  a 
house,  he  pays  into  the  treasury  of  the  "Sedibo"  a  bullock,  goat,  half 
bushel  of  rice,  and  thenceforth,  unless  convicted  of  witchcraft,  is  entitled 
to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Sedibo.    These  are  by  no  means 
inconsiderable.     They  combine  the  legislative  and  the  executive  powen; 
for  although  the  patriarchs  may  originate  and  advise,  the  Sedibo — the 
people  in  lawful  assembly — must  discuss  and  resolve,  before  any  action 
can  be  had  or  law  passed,  and  they  meet  and  make  laws  at  any  time,  and 
in  relation  to  almost  anything.     They  meet  and  decide  that  a  man  has 
stolen  something,  and  ior  the  offence  make  him  pay  a  fowl,  or  all  that  he 
possesses,  according  to  their  temper  towards  him.     They  determine  that  a 
certain  man  has  been  guilty  of  witchctaft,  and  give.himgedu  (sassy- wood) 
and  kill  him.     The  fines  imposed  by  this  body  are  divided  acccnrding  U 
hereditary  right.    Thus,  for  example,  if  a  bullock  is  slaughtered,  ^line 
are  almost  always  paid  in  something  to  eat,)  one  man  by  hereditary  rigb 
takes  the  shotdder^  another  the  neck,  A^c.     These  rights  owe  their  origii 
to  the  same  causes  as  the  titles  in  Europe.     They  were  given  to  ance^tois 
for  some  services  rendered,  or  by  some  powerful  prince^  and  have  thence 
come  down  in  lineal  descent  to  posterity. 

The  same  principle  prevails  in  rejjpect  to  offices,  of  which  there  are  four 

frincipal  ones  in  every  Grebo  community.     These  are  the  Woraba,  Bodia, 
badia,  and  Tebawa.     The  former  two  are   taken   from   the  class  of 
"  Wyekbade"  or  patriarchs — the  latter  from  theJSedibo. 

The  Woraba  (literally  town's  father)  is  the  oldest  or  most  influential 
patriarch,  lineally  descended  from  the  founder  of  the  town.  In  the  as- 
sembly of  the  patriarchs  he  takes  precedence  of  all  others,  and  has  the 
largest  share  of  all  the  perquisites  of  this  body. 

'J*he  BodiQ.  appertains  to  one  family;  but  this  is  by  appointment  of  "en 
ancient  oracle.     The  Bodia,  and,  in  lact,  the  other  two  offices  of  which  I 
am  to  speak,  though  belonging  to  particular  families,  are  Only  conferred 
upon  those  designated  by  some  oracle  consulted  in  reference  to  the  ap- 
pointment.    The  Bodia,  more  than  anything  else,  resembles  the  office  of 
high  priest  among  the  Jews.     The  individual  having  been  designated 
who  is  to  fill  the  office,  on  an  appointed  day  he  is  installed  by  a  long  cere- 
mony, too  tedious  to  describe.     The  leading  features  are,  a  sacrifice  of  a 
goat  to  the  Kur,  (demons,  and  departed  spirits,)  the  blood  of  which  » 
sprinkled  around  and  inside  the  door  posts  of  the  Bodia 's  house.     The 
Bodia  is  shaven,  clad  in  a  new  garment,  has  a  tiger's  tooth  tied  aroimd 
his  head,  (this  is  a  common  ornament  of  gentlemen,)  has  a  monkey's  skin 
prepared  to  be  placed  always  beneath  him  when  he  sita,  and  he  is  cniointed. 
The  house  in  which  he  lives  is  called,  from  this  circumstance,  the  Te- 
kai,  (the  anointed  house.)     During  the  ceremony,  the  patriarchs  of  the 
several  families,  in  order,  give  the  Bodia  elect  their  respective  charges,  b 
substance  these  are:  ^'  Let  trade  be  active;  cause  the  earth  to  bring  forth 
abundantly;  let  health  prevail;  drive  war  far  away;  let  witchcraft  be  kept 
in  abeyance,"  (kc.     Poor  man!  he  has  a  load  put  upon  him,  which  it  is 
not  wonderful  can  be  borne  only  a  short  time.     During  his  continuance 
in  office  he  resides  in  the  Te-kai,  a  house  built  by  all  the  people.    He  , 
keeps  the  public  greegrces  and  idols,  and  ybei/^  ^Aem  with  rice  and  oil   \ 
every  fiew  moon. .   In  making  sacrifices  for  the  town  to  dejxarted  frieDdi  I 
and  demons,  he  officiates  as  high  priest.    He  cannot  sleep  in  any  other  j 
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house  in  town  but  his  own;  he  may  not  drink  water  on  the  highway;  he 
may  not  eat  while  a  corp.^e  is  in  town ;  he  must  not  mourn  for  the  dead; 
he  mujrt  not  sit  on  the  same  bench.  If  he  dies  while  in  office  (the  ring 
put  on  his  ankle,  at  his  inauguration,  having  been  previously  taken  off 
and  placed  on  that  of  some  member  of  his  family)  he  must  be  buried  in 
the  stillness  of  the  night-,  none  but  the  most  important  public  functionaries 
hearing  of  it,  and  none  mourning  for  him  when  his  death  is  made  public. 
All  Grebo  Bodias,  too,  mpst  be  ouried  on  the  island  off  Cape  Pahnas,  if 
they  have  died  a  natural  death.  If  they  have  been  killed  by  gedu,  (sassy- 
wood,)  they  must  be  buried  beneath  a  running  stream  of  water. 

The  itomindl power  of  the  Bodia  is  very  great,  as  he  has  a  veto  on  all 
questions  brought  biifore  the  people;  but  in  practice  is  very  limited,  for 
he  dares  not  act  contrary  to  the  popular  will,  which  he  is,  therefore,  very 
careful  to  ascertain.  In  truth,  of  all  offices  that  of  the  Bodia  is  most 
comfortless.  This  arises  from  the  superstitious  notions  and  expectations 
connected  with  the  office.  It  has  been  before  stated,  that,  at  his  inaugu- 
ration, he  is  charged  with  matters  which  God  alone  controls — with  Prom- 
dence.  It  follows  that  whenever  adversity  of  any  kind  befalls  the  coun- 
try, the  Bodia  is  held  responsible  for  it — "  he  has  made  witch'' — this  is  the 
solution,  and  many  a  poor  incumbent  has  paid  the  penalty  with  his  life. 
It  is  no  wonder  thai  thisliighest  office  in  the  people's  gift  is  fariFrom  being 
desired,  and  that  in  the  most  instances,  when  the  oracle  has  designated 
the  individual,  they  have  almost  to  '*  take  him  by  force  and  make  him 
king."  The  two  remaining  offices,  Tibawa  and  IbarHa^  appertain  to  the 
Sedibo,  and  on  a  vacancy  occurring,  are  filled  in  the  same  manner  as*that 
of  Bodia.  These,  too,  are  hereditary  in  families.  In  the  assembly  of  the- 
Sedibo,  their  assent  must  be  obtained  to  any  measure  before  it  can  be  car- 
ried into  effect;  though,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Bodia,  this  assent  is  rather 
the  expression  of  the  popular  will  than  the  guide  of  it.  The  most  im- 
portant duties  of  these  officers  devolve  upon  them  in  time  of  war.  Then 
the  IbcuHa  must  always  lead;  and  in  case  of  retreat  or  defeat,  the  latter 
must  always  bring  up  the  rear,  or  cover  the  retreat.  They  are  conse- 
quently posts  of  the  greatest  danger.  In  reward  for  their  services  they 
have,  by  hereditary  right,  a  large  share  of  all  perquiiiites  of  the  Sedibo. 

The  third  class  into  which  eveiy  Grebo  community  is  divided  is  the 
Kedibo.  This  is  composed  of  youths  and  boys  between  the  ages  of  18 
and  11  to  12.  A  small  initiation  fee  admits  any  one  of  initiabie  age  to  this 
ciass.  They  have  a  treasury,  a  kind  of  head,  usually  selected  from  among 
the  elder  Sedibo,  to  take  care  of  th«ir  property.  They  have  meetings,  at 
which  they  discuss  subjects  of  which  they  have  the  control,  but  are  sub- 
ject to  the  direction  of  the  Sedibo  in  all  important  matters. 

The  Kitnbo  includes  children  from  6  to  11  years  of  age.  Theirs  is  a 
separate  organization,  although  their  rights  and  privileges  are  of  more 
limited  character.  Their  chief  perquisites  are  those  obtained  for  their 
coltectivd  services  in  busy  seasons  But  it  is  wonderful  to  witness  the 
stormy  debates  of  this  little  society,  as  well  as  amusing  to  see  them  pun- 
ishing each  otlier  for  real  or  alleged  offences,  by  putting  pepper  in  their 
eyesy  beating  them,  <S6c. 

There  is  a  curious  secret  association  or  society  to  be  found  in  every  Grebo 
community,  styled  Kwi-iru,  or  **  children  of  departed  spirits."  Although 
it  is  attempted  to  keep  everything  connected  with  this  association  con- 
cealedy  it  is  known  to  be  composed  of  persons  of  almost  all  ages  in  the  corn- 
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munity,  except  children'.  They  have  a  "  father /^^  as  he  is  called,  5«t  he 
is  never  visible  or  known  except  to  members  of  the  society.  When,  as  is 
rarely  the  case,  the  "  Kwi  iru''  appeiar  in  the  day,  the  *^  father"  is  always 
so  masked  as  to  be  perfectly  disguised.  The  nighty  however,-  is  the  usual 
time  for  this  strange  association  to  go  abroad;  often  at  midnight,  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  town,  or  in  the  adjoining  bush,  a  sudden,  discordant 
shrieking,  whistling,  yelling,  hideous  noise  bursts  forth,,  as  if  scores  of 
spirits  had  been  let  loose  from  the  lower  world,  and  as  if  their  object  was 
to  frighten  man  from  the  earth.  In  a  tumultuous  body  they  run  around 
and  through  the  town.  Women  and  children  fly  affrighted  into  their 
houses  and  close  them  up,  for  a  heavy  fine  would  be  the  penally  of  their 
seeing  and  being  seen  by  the  mysterious  visitors.  If  in  their  wild  revel- 
lings  they  fancy  to  want  anything  from  anjT  one,  they  surround  his  house 
and  there  remain  yelling,,  dancing,  screaming,  and  threatening  until  their 
demand  is  granted. 

The  avowed  object  of  the  association  is  to  seek  and  to  punish  wUche$ 
and  wizards.  These  are  said  to  be  particularly  active  in  practising  their 
arts  at  night.  They  strip  themselves  naked  and  go  to  the  houses  of  those 
whose  lives  they  seek;  and  especially  is  it  their  delight  to  visit  and  dance 
on  the  graves  of  those  whom  they  have  succeeded  in  killing  by  their  en- 
chantments. Wo,  then,  be  to  the  man  or  woman  who  is  seen  walking 
around  or  through  the  towns  in  the  night  1  The  Kwi-iru  pounce  upon 
them,  carry  them  to  a  house  prepared  for  the  purpose,  put  them  in  the  top 
of  it,  wiiere  they  are  smoked  until  next  day  about  10  o^cloek,  or  the 
usuaj  time  for  subjecting  them  to  the  univei-sal  African  test,  ^^gedH,"  oi 
sassy- wood .  Eariy  in  the  morning,  an  official  of  the  Kwi-iru  is  despatched 
to  the  forest  to  get  the  bark  of  the  gedu  tree.  This  arrived,  the  accused 
person  is  taken  by  the  Kwi-iru  to  the*  field ;  there,  in  the  piesence  of  the 
assembled  town's  people,  to  be  subjected  to  the  test.  The  officer  of  the 
body  beats  the  bark  in  a  mortar,  pours  water  into  it,  then  turns  it  out  in  a 
wooden  bowl,  and  calls  for  the  accused  to  come  forward  and  drinks 
Holding  the  bowl  in  his  hand,  he  looks  towards  the  east, and  says,  in  sub- 
Stance  :  *^  Oh,  God  !  oh,  God  !  oh,  God  1  oh,  Godl  I  invoke  thee  four 
times  !  If  this  person  be  innocent,  cause  him  to  vomit  this  gedu  and 
escape.  If  he  be  guilty,  may  it  kill  him."  The  accused  takes  the  bowl 
and  repeats  the  san)e  words.  He  then  takes  the  potion.  Immediately 
after  doing  this  he  starts  to  town,  escorted  by  one  or  more  members  of  the* 
Kwi-ini,  and  followed  by  the  multitude.  The  former,  after  reaching 
town,  keep  near  the  accused,  and  force  him  to  walk  incessantly  until  it  is 
ascertained  that  the  gedu  does  not  affect  him,  or  he  falls  down  suddenly 
dead,  a  victim  to  the  poison.  As  soon  as  this  takes  p^ace,  a  fiendish 
shout  rends  the  air:  "  The  witch  is  found — he  is  killed.*'  Tied  by  the 
feet,  the  dead  body  is  dragged  out  on  the  beach,,  where  it  lies  fi^r  some 
hours  exposed  to  the  ini^ults  of  the  populace.  Before  the  relations  are 
permitted  to  bury  it,  they  nmst  purchase  it  from  the  Kwi-iru  for  a  bullock, 
or  something  equivalent. 

Tie  Kwi-iru,  as  a  kind  of  police,  are  often  employed  by  the  Sedibo  to 
administer  gedu,  in  cases  where  persons  are  accused  of  witchcraft,  cither 
by  them  or  by  the  Deyabo. 

This  last  word,  Deyabo j  designates  the  most  remarkable  class  among  the 
Greboes.  They  are  the  life  and  soul  of  their  superstitions.  They  aie 
commonly  called  in  English,  doctors  or  devUmen.  Neither  teem,  however^ 
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conveys  a  correct  impression.  They  are  possessed^  or  suppose  them- 
selves possessed,  by  a  *'Ku,"  demon  or  spirit,  under  whose  inspiration 
they  act  and  give  their  responses.  They,  in  feet;  do  exhibit  the  peculi- 
arities of  those,  mentioned  in  Scripture  as  "possessed.'*  They  are 
*^  thrown  down  on  the  ground,"  tJiey  "  gnash  with  their  teeth,"  they 
appear  dead  while  they  utter  strange  unearthly  word*,  "  they  pine 
away."  Whenever  any  of  the  above  marks  appear  in  an  individual,  he 
is  said  to  be  "  possessed,"  and  is  at  once  placed  witli  an  old  <'  Deya"  to 
be  instructed  in  the  arts  and  mysteries  of  the  profession.  The  noviciate 
lasts  from  one  to  three  days,  according  to  circumstanced.  During  this 
time,  the  candidate  wears  no  other  covering  than  some  grass  tied  with  a 
cord  around  the  loins.  He  does  not  wash.  He  has  no  connexion  with 
his  wife:  sleeps  apart,  eats  apart,  &c.  When  the  instructing  Deya  is 
satisfied  with  his  proficiency,  and  the  candidate's  femily  get  a  bullock 
ready  to  pay  for  his  education,  a  day  is  appointed  for  inducting  him  into 
office.  This  is  quite  a  long  ceremony.  The  principal  features  only  will 
be  here  given.  The  test  of  the  reality  of  his  possession  is  very  singular. 
A  fowl  or  duck  is  killed,  and  the  head  cut  off ;  some  of  the  blood  of  this 
is  put  on  the  candidate's  eyes,  and  the  head  is  then  taken  away  and 
thrown  into  the  bushes.  The  candidate  is  now  sent  to  find  it.  If  he 
succeeds,  his  possession  is  real ;  if  not,  he  is  deceived.  The  latter  case, 
however,  seldom  occurs,  as  good  care  is  taken  that  the  head  shall  be 
found,  and  the  candidate  is  escorted  by  his  relatives  (usually  on  the  back 
of  one  of  them)  to  the  place  of  ceremony.  There  he  is  divested  of  his 
filthy  hair  and  habiliments  ;  is  clothed  in  the  usual  dress"  of  his  class, 
furnished  with  a  stock  of  gi'eegTees  and  charms,  and  taken  home  by 
his  relatives. 

Established  at  home,  he  is  a  most  wonderful  character.  Under  the  in- 
spiration of  his  dem<»n  there  is  nothing  which  he  cannot  find  out — no- 
thing which  he  cannot  do.  Distance  is  annihilated.  Froin  hundreds  of 
miles  the  secrets  of  hearts  are  known  and  revealed.  Hidden  acts  of 
witchcraft  are  brought  to  light.  The  potent  spells  and  charms  of  the 
Deya  control  winds,  rain,  pestilence,  health,  wealth,  life  and  death. 
There  is  no  good  sought  nor  ill  deprecated  for  which  he  does  not  at  once 
provide  specific  greegree.  But  it  is  especially  in  reference  to  witchcraft 
that  the  p  )wers  of  the  Deyabo  are  invoked  and  exercised.  This  is  the 
great  evil  of  the  country — the  one  most  practised — the  most  feared. 
To  guard  a^rainst  this,  the  Deyabo  make  charms  for  the  persons  of  in- 
dividuals, for  their  houses,  for  the  town,  for  the  country.  By  consulting 
their  demons  they  are  supposed  to  be  able  at  once  to  designate  the  witch 
or  wizard  in  any  particular  case,_and  the  word  of  a  Deya  is  taken,  ordi- 
narily, as  sufficient  proof  that  the  party  accused  is  guilty,  or  rather  as  suf- 
ficient ground  for  subjecting  him  to  trial  by  gedu.  This  fact,  in  connex- 
ion with  the  popular  belief  that  death,  in  all  cases — except  those  of  infants 
and  very  aged  men — is  caused  by  witchcraft,  causes  a  general  fear  through 
the  whole  community  whenever  one  dies  ;  for  any  one  in  town  is  liable 
to  be  arrested  at  any  moment,  and  subjected  to  the  dread  ordeal  of  gedu 
upon  the  mere  ipse  dixit  of  a  Deya. 

There  is  one  singular— and  I  may  add  liopeful — feature  connected  with 
this,  at  first  sight  most  preposterous  and  wicked  system.  When  the  Deya 
has  consulted  his  demon  and  prepared  his  charms,  it  is  common  with  him 
to  say,  "Now,  nyenaba  wenh,  (if  God  wills,)'this  will  accomplish  the  good 
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you  seek,  but  not  otherwise.'*  Indeed,  the  intelligent  Greboes  contend 
that  the  whole  system  of  the  Deyabo  is  by  appointuierU  of  God.  The 
Deya  is  their  means  of  access  to  God:  the  Deya,  speaking  by  his  demon, 
conveys  the  voice  of  God. . 

Such  is  the  most  intelligent  view  of  the  system  of  the  Greboes'  super- 
stition. But  it  contains  within  itself  the  elements  of  its  own  destruction; 
for  the  Greboes  believe  that  God  is  holy  and  Irue;  but  the  Dej^abo,  ihey 
know  by  experience,  are  all  incious,  and  all  speak  lies.  It  is  not  wonder- 
ful, therefore,  that,  in  the  light  of  the  Gospel,  the  system  is  losing  its 
hold,  and  the  Deyabo  their  influence  upon  the  people. 

The  moral  c/uiracter  of  the  Grebpes  is  substantially  that  given  in  the 
first  chapter  of  Romans — that  of  man  everywhere  left  to  himself.  But  it 
is  surprising,  in  their  case,  to  see  how  much  that  is  outwardly  good  and 
pleasant  can  coexist  with  the  inwardly  corrupt,  and,  indeed,  how  the  lat- 
ter contributes  to  the  manifestation  of  the  former.  It  has  been  stated  that 
witchcraft  (by  which  is  meant  the  accomplishing  of  any  object  by  magi- 
cal preparations)  is  generally  practised.  The  people  are  also,  of  course, 
all  reven^efvly  and  witchcraft  affords  the  means  of  revenging  themselves; 
and  as  au  are  conscious  of  evil^  all  fear  evil;  and  this  fear  is  the  chief 
cause  of  the  great  courtesy  which  really  characterizes  the  Greboes  in  their 
intercourse  with  each  other. 

The  physical  character  of  the  Greboes  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  any 
tribe  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa.  This  may  be  readily  inferred  Irom  the 
feet  that  they  are  eagerly  sought  by  vessels  of  war,  as  well  as  by  traders. 
The  class  known  on  the  coast  as  Kroomen,  (Croomen,or  Crewnaen,)  are, 
in  fact,  a  large  portion  of  them,  Cape  Palmas  or  Grebo  people.  A  great 
many  of  them  are  to  be  found  in  Sierra  Leone,  and,  indeed,  in  many  of 
the  foreign  settlements  from  Sierra  Leone  to  tlie  Gaboon  river. 

Their  intellectual  character  corresponds  with  the  physical.  In  our 
schools  the  children  learn  rapidly.  In  the  meetings  and  councils  of  the 
Sedibo  and  people,  which  I  have  attended,  1  have  been  struck  with  the 
order,  decorum,  and  mental  acumen  displayed.  In  grave  assemblies 
each  man  has  his  place  and  his  time  to  speak;  when  this  arrives,  he 
stands  up,  usually  holds  a  long  staff  in  his  hand,  and  asks  attention  by 
saying '^bateo,*'  (attend  all;)  the  assembly  responds  *'bate,''  (we  at- 
tend;) after  he  has  finished,  the  next  in  order  takes  the  staff,  and  pro- 
ceeds in  like  manner.  And  in  examining  evidence  they  are  most  thor- 
ough; and  keen,  indeed,  nmst  be  the  foreign  casuist  who  can  get  the 
advantage  of  them  on  matters  coming  within  the  range  of  their  know^l- 
edge  and  experience. 

The  geographical  position  of  tlie  Greboes,  in  connexion  with  their 
physical  and  intellectual  character,  affords  gmund  to  hope  that  they  are 
destined  to  be  instruments  of  extreme  good  amongst  the  numerous  tribes 
in  their  vicinity.  Thev  are  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cavalla  river,  navi- 
gable for  canoes  and  boats  about  seventy  miles,  and  having  on  its  banks 
some  twelve  tribes.  With  these  tribes  the  Greboes  have  daily  intercourse, 
and  they  speak  dialects  so  nearly  alike  that  they  are  readily  understood 
by  each  other.  It  is  probable,  too,  that  books  published  in  Grebo  will  be 
understood  by  all  these  tribes.  Hence  it  follows,  that  to  Christianize  the 
Greboes  will  be  at  once  to  diffuse  its  blessings  throughout  these  tribes. 

The  Episcopal  Mission  in  West  Africa  is  establi.shed  in  the  Grebo 
tribe.     It  embraces  at  present  three  principal  and  one  substation.    A 
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fourth  principal  station  will  be  opeiied  during  the  year  at  Rocktown. 
Those  at  present  in  operation  are:  Mount  Vaughan,  Pishlown,  Cavalla, 
and  River  Cavalla. 

Mt,  Vau^han  Ration  is  within  the  immediate  settlement  of  the  colony, 
and  is  wholly  colonial  in  its  charaqter.  Here  are  a  female  day  school, 
in  which  upwards  of  fifty  children  receive  instruction,  and  a  high  school 
in  embryo,  having  in  it  fifteen  boys.  This  will  be  made  a  boarding 
school  in  part  at  the  beginning  of  next  year,  being  diesigned  to  train  up 
teachers  and  ministers. 

In  connexion  with  this  station  is  a  chapel  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Colonist  congregation;  for  whose  benefit  a  stone  church,  St.  Mark*s,  is 
in  process  of  erection.  The  number  of  communicants  here  is  twenty- 
two. 

FishloiDn  station,  under  the  superintendence  of  Rev.  Jacob  Rambo,  is 
twelve  miles  from  Cape  Palmas.  It  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a 
native  population  of  3,600,  with  many  villages  near.  In  the  boarding 
school  of  native  boys  and  girls,  there  are  twenty- five  children.  A  com- 
fortable chapel  has  been  erected,  in  which,  as  well  as  in  the  villages 
around,  stated' services  are  held.  There  are  at  this  station  twelve  com- 
municants.   A  hand  printing  press  is  also  now  in  operation  there. 

Cavalla  station,  under  care  of  Rev.  J.  Payne,  is  ten  miles  firom  Cape 
Palmas  to  leeward,  as  Pishtown  is  to  the  windward.  There  is  a  popula- 
tion (native)  about  the  same  as  at  Fishtown,  with  a  larger  within  a  few 
miles  distance.  In  a  chapel,  built  of  native  materials,  in  the  middle  of  a 
native  town,  regular  services  are  held,  the  average  attendance  being  two 
hundred.  Services  are  also  held  in  many  villages  around.  In  the  male 
and  female  boarding  schools  connected  with  the  station,  are  sixty-three 
pupils.     The  number  of  communicants  thirty- seven. 

Jiiver  Cavalla  is  an  out  station  of  Cavalla,  where  there  is  a  boarding 
school  containing  ten  children.  By  the  missionaries  the  gjospel  is 
preached  in  some  twenty-five  native  towns  and  villages,  besides  the 
colony.  Summary:  3  principal  and  1  out-station;  missionaries  and  their 
wives,  6;  teachers,  colonist  and  native,  13;  pupils,  colonist  and  native, 
165;  communicants,  colonist  and  native,  71. 

The  language  has  been  reduced  to  writing,  and  Genesis,  the  gospels  of 
Matthew,  Mark,  and  Luke,  and  Acts,  translated,  besides  smaller  books 
published  in  the  language. 

J.  PAYNE. 


Report  of  the  Kroo  people^  by  Rev.  Mr.  Connelly, 

I  have  lived  five  years  and  one  month  in  Settra  Kroo,  as  a  missionary. 
I  will  speak  first  of  the  country  and  climate;  then  of  the  people  and  of 
the  success  of  the  mission.  As  to  the  land,  I  have  lived  upon  the  beach, 
but  travelled  as  far  as  fifty  miles  back  into  the  interior.  The  land  is 
neither  rich  nor  poor;  but  it  is  all  good  and  very  fruitful.  It  has  a  little 
inclination  to  be  gravelly  and  soft.  The  face  of  the  earth,  with  a  little 
exception,  is  covered  with  a  jungle  thicker  than  the  swamps  in  the 
United  States.    It  is  also  plenmuUy  interspersed  with  large  trees,  and 
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pleasantly  variegated  with  hills  and  valleys.    There  is  scarcely  a  tree, 
shrub,  or  herb,  such  as  is  found  in  the  United  States. 

The  chief  productions  of  the  country  for  food  are  cassada  and  rice; 
also  cabbage  and  sweet  potatoes.  The  animals  ^e  bullocks,  sheep,  and 
goats.  The  chief  fruits  are  pineapples,  oranges,  cocoanuts,  lemons, 
plantains,  baunanas,  papaws,  and  guavas.  The  chief  articles  of  com- 
merce are  palm-oil,  cam-wood,  rice,  and  ivory.  In  the  rainy  season 
(our  summer  in  America)  the  mercury  stands  ^t  about  seventy-eight,  and 
in  the  dry  season  (our  winter  in  America)  at  about  eighty-six. 

If  the  land  was  cleared  and  cultivated,  I  think  the  country  would  be  as 
healthy  as  any  other  portion  of  the  globe.  The  natives  are  as  healthy  as 
our  colored  people  in  America,  and  subject  to  fewer  diseases.  People 
from  the  United  States  are  not  so  healthy  as  the  natives,  and  especially 
white  men.  All  foreigners,  having  to  undergo  acclimation^  necessarily 
su£fer  in  their  constitutions. 

I  sm  far  from  thinking  that  this  acclimation  is  not  morally  a  benefit  to 
the  emigrants,  and  to  the  republic;  because  it  tends  to  civilize  the  newly 
emancipated.     Some  three  generations  back — say  two  .hundred   or  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years — some  of  the  bush  people,  between   two  and 
three  hundred  miles  in  the  interior,  a  people  called  Clahoy  came  to  the 
beach,  (several  of  these  men  having  followed  the  Poor  river,  and  learned 
on  the  beach  the  value  of  salt,)  aqd  first  commenced  a  settlement  at 
Bassa,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Little  Kroo,  very  near  Settra  Kroo. 
Several  of  the  tribes  firom  the  interior,  with  their  several  kings,  came  and 
united  with  them  and  consolidated  themselves  under  one  government,  em- 
bracing five  towns,  called  Little  Kroo,  Settra  Kroo,  Kroo-bar,  Nana- Kroo, 
King  Will's  Towti,    Long  ago,  in  the  time  of  the  Portuguese  slave-trade, 
these  people  assisted  slave  vessels;  and  there  is  said  by   them   to   have 
been  a  compact  or  agreement,  between  them  and   ihe  Portuguese  and 
other  slave  traders,  that  they  should  be  exempt  from  slavery,  and  should 
be  known  by  a  black  mark  upon  the  forehead  and  nose,  which   is  still 
universal  among  them,  as  well  as  "their  freedom  from  slavery,  (they 
never  making  slaves  of  one  another;)  and  their  name,Kroomen,  is  said 
to  be  but  a  corruption  of  the  title  of  Crewmen,  because  of  their  general 
employment  among  vessels  visiting  the.   African   coast.    Among  the 
people  polygamy  exists  extensively,  and  slavery  to  some  extent — though 
these  slaves  are  bought  only  from  other  tribes,  and  are  never  sold  to  for- 
eigners, or  to  any  persons  out  of  their  own  tribe.     Their  houses  are 
built  of  a  square  form,  and  of  sticks  covered  with  bamboo  plaited,  and  the 
roof  of  leaf  thatch;  and  iYt&  floor  is  of  plaited  bamboo,  raised  eighteen 
inches  on  sticks,  and  the  door  and  the  lolt  above  are  iiot  sufficiently  high    . 
to  permit  an  adult  to  enter  standing.    There  are  generally  three  rooms 
in  each  house,  separated  by  partitions  of  plaited  bamboo.     The  fin-place 
is  made  principally  of  hard  clay,  near  one  corner  of  the  house,  where  is 
the  only  window,  which  serves  both  to  admit  light  and  Open  a  passage 
for  the  smoke.     The  smoke  penetrates  the  interstices  of  the  loft  above, 
and  preserves  the  rice,  which  would  otherwise  be  destroyed  by  insects. 

Their  furniture  consists  mostly  of  a  few  cooking  utensils;  their  floor 
answers  for  bed,  table,  and  chairs,  and  their  pillow  is  a  round  stick  of 
wood.  Their  dress  is  a  piece  of  cloth  wrapped  about  the  loins.  Their 
devotions  are  a  superstitious  gazing  on  the  new  moon,  and  a  feast  on  the 
first  day  of  the  moon  among  the  headmen,  and  devotional  walks  in  a 
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thicket  called  the  dei^il^s  bush.  They  depend  on  amulets  or  greegrees  for 
protection  and  defence.  These  are  purchased  from  the  greegree  doctors 
for  different  sums  of  money,  according  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  are 
designed.  These  amulets  are  sheep  horns,  or  small  pockets,  filled  with 
herbs  and  palm  oil  aad  dirt,  made  by  the  doctor  or  conjuror.  These  doc- 
tors are  a  distinct  class  o§  men  who  come  into  the  profession  hereditarily, 
the  heads  of  the  families  teaching  their  children  their  craft.  The  chil- 
dred  destined  to  this  profession  enter  early  upon  these  studies  under  some 
doctor— sometimes  as  early  as  seven  or  eight  years,  and  are  distinguished 
by  a  peculiar  straw  dress. 

These  doctors  profess  a  knowledge  of  herbs  and  roots,  and  to  have  the 
means  of  curing  diseases,  and  are  called  to  relieve  the  sick  and  afflicted. 
But  their  greatest  reputation  is  derived  from  their  imagined  supernatural 
knowledge.  ^ 

The  Kroo  people  consider  death  and  sickness  as  caused  by  witchcraft, 
and  they  employ  and  rely  upon  the  doctors  to  point  out  the  person  who 
has  by  witchcraft  caused  these  evils. ,  The  person  who  is  designated  as 
guilty  of  the  crime  of  witchcraft  is  arrested  by  the  soldier  king,  and  con- 
demned to  the  ordeal  of  sjassy- wood.  The  bark  of  the  sassy- wood  is 
powerfully  narcotic,  and  a  strong  decoction  of  this  thfe  person  condemned 
is  forced  to  drink;  and  after  he  has  drank  it,  he  walks  to  and  fro,  exclaim- 
ing ^^Am  I  a  witch,"  *^am  I  a  witch?"  while  one  of  his  executioners 
walks  behind  him  replying  "You  are  a  witch,  you  are  a  witch;"  and  this 
continues  until  he  either  throws  oflF  from  his  stomach  the  poison,  when 
he  is  pronounced  innocent,  or  it  operates  as  a  cathartic,  when  he  is  de- 
clared guilty,  and  compelled  to  take  more  of  the  decoction,  and  is  sub- 
jected to  other  cruelties,  which  cause  his  speedy  death.  When  pro- 
nounced innpcent,  there  is  great  joy  and  triumph  among  the  friends  of  the 
accused,  who  march  through  the  town  dancing,  singing,  and  firing  guns, 
and  the  conjuror  resigns  his  fee  to  those  who  employed  him.  These 
shocking  scenes  of  the  ordeal  by  sassy  wood  were  of  almost  daily  occur- 
rence in  formeir  limes,  but  have  been  much  less  frec^uent,  say  three  or 
four  times  a  year,  since  the  establishment  of  a  mission  among  them. 
Sometimes  this  sassy-wood  is  used  to  decide  questions  between  individ- 
uals, and  they  voluntarily  drink  it  to  prove  and  settle  some  disputed 
•points.  This  ordeal  by  sassy- wood  is  one  of  the  most  pre\'^lent  and 
cmel  of  African  superstitions,  and  is  practised  among  nearly  if  not  all  the 
tribes  of  Africa.  We  presume  that  thousands  of  the  Africans  perish  by 
this  sassy-wood  superstition  annually. 

The  government,  in  the  tribes  which  united  to  form  the  Kroo  people, 
was  probably  at  first  patriarchal,  but  at  present  it  is  a  self  perpetuating 
oligarchy,  though  one  of  the  headmen  has  the  title  of  king,  and  another 
that  of  governor. 

The  headmen  or  aristocracy  are  about  a  dozen  or  fifteen,  and  wear  as  a 
badge  of  authority  an  iron  ring  about  the  leg.  The  king  has  his  office 
hereditarily,  and  the  governor's  office  is  secured  to  his  family  for  past  ser- 
vices rendered  by  his  ancestors  in  conquering  the  country.  The  soldier 
king  is  elected  for  an  indefinite  time  by  the  headmen,  and  is  general  and 
tl)e  officer  commanding  in  war,  and  arresting  and  executing  those  con- 
demned to  drink  the  sassy- wood.  This  office  is  desired,  as  this  officer  is 
entitled  to  a  liberal  fee  for  any  arrest  or  service.  Besides  these  officers 
and  their  assistants,  there  are  six  or  eight  headmen,  who  are  called  pala« 
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ver  men,  who,  with  those  just  mentioned,  constitute  the  general  council 
of  the  nation. 

Each  tribe  uniting  to  form  the  Kroo  people  brought  its  own  king,  and 
the  families  of  these  come  to  the  office  of  king  in  succession.  The  laws 
of  the  Kroo  people  are  a  body  of  customs  handed  down  by  tradition  from 
past  generations,  interpretea  and  enforced  by\he  general  council,  who 
also  enact  occasional  special  laws,  which  are  generally  suggested  or  dic- 
tated by  the  doctor  or  conjuror.  The  laws  are  imperfect,  inconsistent, 
and  unfair.  If  one  man  loses  anything,  and  accuses  another  of  having 
stolen  it,  the  accused  is  required  to  drink  sassy- wood  to  prove  his  inno- 
cence. The  ordeal  of  sassy-wood  is  therefore  made  a  penalty  for  almost 
all  crimes,  and  exerts  a  powerful  restraining  influence  on  the  community. 
When  the  sassy- wood  so  affects  the  accused  as  to  condenm  him,  the 
friends  of  the  acdfised  may  buy  him  off  from  death  for  different  sums  of 
money,  according  to  the  wealth  of  the  family  of  the  accused.  The  rea- 
son why  so  few  are  saved  is  because  of  the  poverty  of  the  friends  of  the 
accused,  and  because,  if  once  rescued,  the  accused  is  exposed  to  be  re- 
accused  for  any  trifling  offence.  The  ordeal  of  sassy-wood  is  frequently 
made  to  decide  points  of  honor,  precisely  like  Jthe  custom  of  duelling  iu 
the  United  Slates. 

The  leading  motives  of  the  Kroo  people  are  sensuality  and  vanity. 
The  men  employed  by  vessels  on  the  coast,  and  by  traders  as  factors  on 
shore,  are  industrious,  but  on  the  plantations  and  in  their  towns  the  men 
are  idle,  and  the  women  perform  most  of  the  labor.  The  men  build  the 
houses  and  clear  the  plantations,  but  the  women  plant,  watch,  cultivate^ 
gather  and  beat  the  rice,  and  also  cut  and  bring  the  wood,  and  perform  all 
the  labor  about  th6  houses.  The  women  seldom  eat  with  the  men,  ex- 
cept a  man's  head  or  favorite  wife,  who  superintends  the  cooking,  and 
first  tastes  the  food  before  he  partakes. 

The  system  of  polygamy  gives  rise  to  jealousies  and  quarrels  among 
the  women.  All  lawful  wives  are  purchased  when  children,  and  when 
they  arrive  at  a  suitable  age,  are  taken  to  their  husbands.  Besides  these, 
there  is  a  class  of  women  who  go  and  live  with  any  man  they  choose,  and 
leave  him  for  any  other,  at  pleasure.  Wheii  one  or  more  of  these  leave 
a  man,  and  run  to  another,  the  one  to  whom  they  resort  fires  guns,  and 
his  lawful  wives  rejoice  with  him,  because  they  regard  it  as  adding  im- 
portance to  their  husband,  and  relieving  them  from  a  portion  of  their 
labor.  There  appears  to  be  a  strong  affection  between  parents  and 
children,  apd  brothers  and  sisters;  but  polygamy  doubtless  lessens  the 
affection  between  husbands  and  wives.  They  are  passionate,  but  cow- 
ardly; fond  of  war  and  hunting,  but  have  little  skill  in  either.  When 
specially  intrusted  with  property,  they  may  be  expected  to  be  faithful; 
but  if  (in  most  cases)  they  can  slyly  steal,  they  will  do  it;  and  in  case 
one  of  their  number  informs  against  the  thief,  it  is  the  law  that  the  in- 
former should  pay  for  the  stolen  property. 

The  Kroo  women— especially  those  who  are  old  and  incapable  of  other 
labor— are  constantly  and  industriously  engaged  in  making  salt  by  boiling 
down  sea-water;  and  this  is  a  principal  article  of  trade  with  the  interior 
tribes.  The  leading  men  of  families  have  young  men,  (though  these 
may  be  thirty  or  forty  years  old,)  who  are  under  their  counsel  and  author- 
ity, as  wards  under  guardians.  These  young  men  go  abroad  to  different 
parts  of  the  coast  from  Sierra  Leone  to  Cape  Coast,  or  even  to  Fernando 
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Po— -each  groop  of  ten  or  a  dozen  choosing  one  as  a  leader,  who  makes 
engagements  for  them;  and^  after  securing  as  niuch  money  for  them  as 
possible  by  labor  from  six  months  to  two  or  three  years,  they  return 
home,  when  the  property  thus  acquired  is  distributed  among  the  famiUes 
of  these  young  men,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  guardian,  who  is 
expected  to  buy  a  wife  for  each  of  these  youths  whenever  he  deems  their 
labors  ^sufficient  to  merit  one.  A  man's  importance  among  the  Kroos 
depends  much  upon  the  numbei*  of  his  wives  and  bullocks — these  being 
the  chief  property  of  the  country. 

The  Presbyterian  mission  among  the  Kroos  is  about  eight  years  old. 
It  was  commenced  under  the  direction  of  the  Presbyterian  board  of  mis- 
sions, by  the  Rev.  O.  R.  Cdnfield,  who  died  before  the  mission-house 
was  finished.  Mr.  Canfield  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  R.  W.  Sawyer, 
who  labored  in  the  cause  of  the  mission  for  two  years.  He  then  fell  a 
victim  to  fever,  when  his  widow  conducted  the  affairs  of  the  mission, 
assisted  in  its  temporal  matters  by  Doctor  Day,  for  one  year.  She  was 
then  united  in  marriage  to  the  Rev.  James  M.  Connelly;  and  for  the  last 
five  years  they  have  continued  their  efforts  in  the  mission. 

In  connexion  with  the  mission  there  has  always  been  a  boarding- 
school,  where  children  were  fed,  clothed,  and  taught  gratuitously.  For 
three  years  this  school  averaged  about  sixty  scholars;  and  for  the  last  five 

fears  it  has  been  on  the  decline,  having  on  an  average  about  twenty-five, 
n  this  school  there  have  been  about  three  hundred  children  taught  to 
read  intelligibly,  many  to  write,  and  all  instructed  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Christian  religion;  a  fe\y  have  studied  some  of  the  sciences,  and  many 
more  have  only  learned  to  spell,  while  some  could  only  be  kept  in  school 
to  get  a  knowledge  of  the  alphabet.  Our  first  and  last  lesson  to  all  these 
children  has  been  to  teach  them  their  responsibility  to  God  as  the  Creator 
of  the  world,  the  necessity  of  faith  in  His  Son,  our  Redeemer,  and  of  the 
influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  regenerate  the  heart. 

In  connexion  with  the  boarding-school  we  have  kept  up  a  Sabbath- 
school,  and  occasional  night  and  day  schools,  at  different  places;  and 
the  Gospel  has  been  constantly  preached  on  the  Sabbath.  The  children 
of  the  Kroos  generally  learn  to  read  and  write  in  the  course  of  four  or 
bix  months,  and  appear  to  acquire  knowledge  as  readily  as  children  in 
the  United  States.  ^ 

The  Kroo  people  (and  the  Africans  generally,  that  we  have  observed) 
appear  to  have  as  good  natural  talents  as  other  people. '  In  regard  to  the 
influence  of  the  mission,  we  are  assured  that  it  has  exerted  a  powerful 
influence  to  restrain  from  vice,  and  cause  those  who  cherished  to  seek 
to  hide  it;  but  we  are  not  sure  that  any  have  become  truly  pious,  though 
we  trust  the  seed  of  Divine  Truth,  planted  among  the  KrOos  by  this  mis- 
sion, will  finally  show  great  and  beneficial  results. 


H. 

Extracts  from  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords 
on  the  best  means  which  Great  Britain  can  adopt  for  the  final  extinction 
of  the  Afticaa  slave  trade:  1849. — From  minutes  of  evidence  before  the 
committee. 

Testimony  of  Captain  H.  J.  Matson,  R.  iV.— Speaking  of  health ,  has  not 
the  station,  from  various  causes,  recently  been  a  much  more  healthy  sta- 
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tion  than  it  was,  from  the  precautions  that  have  been  taken,  and  tlie 
orders  that  have  been  sent  to  the  officers?  Is  there  not  less  mortality  upon 
that  station  than  there  used  to  be  ? 

I  think  so;  that  may  be  attributed  to  two  causes:  partly  the  belter  regu- 
lations, and  partly  that  the  climate  has  certainly  been  more  .salubrious. 
I  recollect  lately  reading  an  annual  statement  ot  the  Church  Mi^ionary 
Society,  and  there  they  stated  that,  although  in  former  years  their  mis- 
sionaries died  in  great  numbers,  during  the  last  seven  years  they  have 
not  to  regret  the  loss  of  a  single  missioiiary.  The  measures  which  have 
been  adopted  on  the  coast  of  Afidca  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good ;  the 
regulations  respecting  prize  crews  are  better  than  formerly;  but  the  im- 
proved state  of  health,  I  think,  cannot  be  entirely  attributed  to  these 
measures,  any  more  than  may  the  health  of  tlie  missionaries. 

May  the  superior  healthiness  of  the  squadron  of  late  years  be  attributed 
to  the  distance  at  which  they  have  sailed  from  tlie  coast  ? 

No;  two  miles  is  as  good  as  twenty. 

May  not  a  great  deal  of  it  be  attributed  to  forbidding  the  men  from 
going  on  shore,  or  sleeping  in  boats,  or  landing  in  rivers? 

It  is  very  prejudicial  to  health  going  up  rivers,  particularly  if  you  re- 
main for  any  length  of  time;  but  boat-service  I  see  no  objection  to. 

But  going  up  the  rivers  is  very  injurious  ? 

Generally  speaking  it  is;  but  I  have  passed  many  days  and  nights  in 
them,  and  my  health  did  not  suffer,  neither  did  that  of  my  crew. 

Apd  sleeping  on  shore? 

Sleeping  on  shore  is  often  fatal. 

That  is  now  absolutely  prohibited? 

Yes;  it  always  was. 

Are  you  able,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  coast,  to  tell  the  committee 
what,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  effect  of  withdrawing  the  English 
squadron,  first  upon  the  slave  trade  ? 

I  believe  that  not  only  BraziUans,  but  Englishmen  themselves,  would 
engage  in  the  slave  trade. 

The  committee  are  to  understand  that  you  think  it  would  lead  to  a 
great  increase  of  the  slave  trade  ? 

1  have  no  doubt  in  the  world  of  it. 

Can  you  tell  the  committee  whether  you  think  it  would  lead  to  a  great 
deal  more  humanity  in  the  treatment  of'^slaves  in  the  course  of  their  pass- 
age? 

I  think  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  it  would  be  more  or  less.  They 
would  be  as  crowded  as  they  are  now,  and  as  they  were  before,  but 
the  mortality,  I  think,  in  Brazil,  would ,  increase.  I  think  that  if  the 
slave  trade  were  unrestricted,  the  Ufe  of  a  slave,  in  Brazil,  would  scarcely 
be  worth  a  year's  purchase. 

You  do  not  attribute  the  crowding  of  the  vessels  to  the  cruising  of  the 
squadron  ? 

No. 

Will  you  state  to  the  committee  why  you  do  not? 

I  know  that  when  the  slave  trade  was  legal,  they  crowded  the  vessels 
as  much  as  they  possibly'could,  and  they'employed  a  worse  class  of  ves- 
sels than  they  do  now;  they  were  much  longer  making  their  passage;  they 
employed  ver^  deep  vessels,  with  very  deep  holds,  and  at  the  bottom  of 
the  hold  was  the  principal  slave-deck;  round  the  sides  of  the  vessel  there 
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were  generally  two  platforms  that  went  all  round  the  interior  of  the  ves- 
sel. The  air  could  only  be  admitted  down  the  centre;  it  was  a  kind  of 
three  slave  decks.  Now,  although  they  are  still  crowded  as  much  as  they 
can  be,  they  have  only  one  deck. 

Is  that  because  th«  vessels  are  smaller? 

They  are  obliged  to  have  vessels  that  sail  better. 

Testimony  of  R,  Dawson,  esq.' — Has  thern  been  a  great  increase  in  the 
palm-oil  trade  since  you  have  been  on  the  coast  of  Africa? 

There  has;  from  2,000  tons  up  to  20,000  in  the  article  of  palm  oil. 

At  an  early  period  of  your  acquaintance  with  the  coast  of  Africa,  did 
the  slave  trade  flourish  to  a  great  extent  in  the  Bonny? 

To  a  very  great  extent. 

Will  you  mention  how  many  slave  vessels  you  have  seen  there  at  the 
same  time? 

I  have  seen  seventeen  slave  vessels  in  the  Bonny  at  one  time— some  of 
them  very  large  vessels. 

In  what  year  would  that  be? 

1  think  it  would  be  in  1830? 

Can  you  tell  the  committee  how  many  natives  at  that  time  traded  in 
palm  oil? 

Not  more  than  ten  or  twelve. 

Can  you  tell  how  many  dealt  at  that  time  in  slaves? 

1  should  say  one  hundred. 

What  is  the  state  of  the  palm-oil  trade  how  in  the  river  Bonny? 

It  is  the  only  trade  that  the  natives  have  now  in  the  Bonny. 

Will  you  tell  the  committee  whether  those  who  were  at  that  time  slave- 
traders,  are  now  engaged  actively  in  the  palm  oil  trade? 

They  are,  without  a  single  exception. 

So  that  in  the  Bonny  the  palm-oil  trade  has  been  substituted  for  the 
slave  trade?  '' 

Yes,  it  hask 

Would  that  substitution  have  taken  place  if  the  slave  trade  had  not  been 
repressed  by  the  English  cruisers? 

It  would  not. 

What,  in  your  judgment,  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  trade  if  the 
cruisers  were  to  be  entirely. withdrawn? 

The  slave  trade  would  revive,  to  the  detriment  of  the  legitimate  trade — 
in  fact,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  the  legitimate  trade,  I  should  say. 

From  your  knowledge  of  the  coast  of  Africa  and  of  the  habits  of  the 
people,  will  you  tell  the  coraniiitee  whether  you  think  that,  by  suppress- 
ing the  slave  trade  in  like  mai]ner  at  other  posts,  the  legitimate  trade  might 
be  gradually  nourished? 

1  think  so. 

Testimony  of  J,  Macqueen,  esq. — Would  not  the  withdrawal  of  the 
squadron  tend  to  introduce  a  multitude  of  British  adventurers  with  small 
capital  into  that  trade? 

Certainly,  British  and  all  other  adventurers.  If  our  squadron  were 
withdrawn,  it  would  be  the  signal  for  one  of  the  most  hideous  scenes  that 
it  is  possible  to  conceive.  In  reference  to  Africa,  in  reference  to  all  our  West 
India  colonies  in  particular,  and  all  our  tropical  possessions,  I  look  upon 
it  that  it  would  be  utter  ruin,  inasmuch  as  there  would  be  no  limits  what- 
ever to  the  exportation  of  Africans  to  Cuba^  Brazil^  and  Porto  Rioo^  as 
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slaves.  The  consequence  would  be,  a  vasdy  increased  productioQ  of 
sugar,  which  would  not  naerely  destroy  our  old  tropical  colonies,  but  crush 
the  rising  energies  of  the  cultivation  of  sugar  and  coffee  in  India.  I  look 
upon  it  as  one  of  the  most  destructive  things  which  could  be  done. 

In  spite  of  this  great  competition  upon  the  coast,  would  not  there  still 
be  left  a  very  large  profit  for  those  who  engaged  in  it? 

A  very  large  profit.  They  would  purchase  them  so  very  cheaply,  and 
carry  them  at  no  risk,  that  they  could  afford  to  sell  them  at  half  the  price 
they  sell  them  for  now,  obtaining  very  large  profits,  and  that  would  give 
a  prodigious  impulse  to  the  extension  of  sugar  and  coffee  culti\Tition. 

Putting  out  of  sight  that  competition,  do  not  the  demoralized  habits 
which  attend  the  slave  trade  also  prove  fatal  to  any  legal  trade? 

Decidedly;  it  produces  the  greatest  possible  immorality,  and  the  greatest 
possible  want  of  secuirity;  it  paralyzes  all  energies.of  every  description 
which  are  legitimate  and  honest;  and  it  is  quite  impossible  whjie  it  con- 
tinues that  you  ever  can  extend  civilization  and  instruction  in  Africa;  and 
unless  you  can  extend  those  things,  and  unless  you  can  extend  agricul- 
ture in  Africa,  you  can  never  hope  for  any  great  extension  of  legitimate 
tradie.  Africa  has  always  had  trade;  the  trade  she  has  now,  to  a  certain 
extent,  she  has  had  for  3,000  years;  but  everything  which  is  engaged  in 
that  trade,  is  for  the  purpose  ultimately  of  buying  men. 

Is  not  Africa  capable  of  producing  to  almost  any  amount  the  goods 
which  would  form  a  means  of  great  legal  traffic? 

To  an  unbounded  extent. 

Can  you  state  to  the  committee  any  facts  which  you  have  ascertained 
upon  that  point? 

There  is  scarcely  any  tropical  production  known  in  the  world  that  does 
not  thrive  to  perfection  in  Africa.  There  are  many  producti  ns  which 
are  peculiarly  her  own;  her  dye-stuffs  and  dye-woods  are  superior  to  any 
which  are  known  in  any  other  quarter  of  the  world,  inasmuch  as  they 
resist  both  acid  and  light — things  which  we  know  no  other  dye  stuffs 
from  any  other  part  of  the  world  can  resist.  Then  there  is  the  article  of 
sugar;  that  can  be  produced  in  every  part  of  Africa  to  an  unlimited  ex- 
tent. Xhere  is  cotton,  also,  above  all  things;  there  is  no  country  in 
the  world  which  can  produce  such  mi  immense  quantity  of  cotton  of  a 
quality  so  fine;  it  is  finer  cotton  than  any  description  of  cotton  we  know 
of  in  the  world;  common  cotton  in  Africa  I  have  seen  and  had  in  my 
possession,  which  was  equal  to  the  finest  quality  of  American  cotton. 

Is  that  the  case  with  Egyptian  cotton? 

Egyptian  cotton  is  not  so  good  as  the  cotton  away  to  the  south;  but 
the  cotton  produced  in  the  southern  parts  of  Afi'ica  and  in  other  parts  of 
Africa  is  peculiarly  fine.  Africa  is  a  most  extraordinary  country.  In 
the  eastern  horn  of  Africa,  which  you  would  think  to  be  a  desolate  wilder- 
ness, there  is  the  finest  country  and  the  finest  climate  that  I  know.  I 
know  of  none  in  South  America  equal  to  the  climate  of  the  country  in 
the  northeastern  horn  of  Africa;  it  is  a  very  elevated  country,  and  on  the 
upper  regions  you  have  all  the  fruits  and  flowers  and  12 rain  of  Europe 
growing;  and  in  the  valleys  you  have  the  finest  fruits  of  the  torrid  zone. 
The  whole  country  is  covered  with  myrrh  and  frankincense;  it  is  covered 
with  flocks  and  herds;  it  produces  abundance  of  the  finest  grain.  Near 
Brava,  for  example,  on  the  river  Webbe,  you  can  purchase  as  much 
fine  wheat  for  a  dollar  as  will  serve  a  man  for  a  year.    All  kinds  of  Eu- 
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fopean  grain  thrive  there.  In  Enavea  and  Eaffa  the  whole  country  is 
covered  with  coffee;  it  is  the  original  country  of  the  coffee;  you  can 
purchase  an  ass-ioad  (200  pounds)  of  coffee  in  the  berry  for  about  a  dol- 
lar; the  greater  portion  of  the  coffee  that  we  receive  from  Mocha  is  actu- 
ally African  coffee,  produced  in  that  part. 

Is  any  inducement  necessary  to  promote  the  cultivation  of  those  valua- 
ble materials  of  foreign  trade,  beyond  the  certainty  of  a  market,  where  it 
might  be  exchanged  for  our  manuistctures? 

There  is  no  obstacle  whatever,  except  the  disturbance  which  the  slave 
trade  everywhere  creates. 

Would  not  the  same  arbitrary  power,  which  is  now  exercised  in  ob- 
taining slaves,  be  ju^t  as  easily  used  in  compelling  them  to  work,  if  that 
work  should  be  found  more  profitable? 

That  has  been  my  opinion  always.  It  would  be  the  simplest  thing  in 
the  world  to  show  and  to  convince  those  African  chiefs  that  it  would  be 
more  for  their  interest  to  cultivate  the  soil;  and  sell  their  produce,  than  to 
sell  their  people.  A  remarkable  instance  of  that  took  place  with  the  great 
chief  o{  Bornoh*,  to  whom  Clapperton  and.  Den  ham  went  on  an  embassy 
from  this  country;  he  readily  agreed  to  abolish  the  slave  trade,  ayid  he 
did  so  after  they  left  the  country;  but  we  neglected  altogether  taking  any 
advantage  of  his  good  disposition,  and  therefore  the  evil  was  continued. 
But  only  within  these  last  three  years  our  consul  or  vice-consul  at  Mour- 
zuk  wrote  a  very  important  letter  to  Lord  Aberdeen,  to  solicit  him,  if 
possible,  to  get  a  communication  opened  with  Bornou,  to  support  the 
sheik  in  his  endeavors  to  put  an  end  to  the  slave  trade.  I  had  a  great 
deal  of  conversation  with  Lord  Aberdeen  upon  this  very  point;  and  if  the 
committee  will  refer  to  the  map,  they  will  see  the  importamce  of  it.  I 
pointed  out  to  his  Lordship  that,  with  the  greatest  ease  in  the  world,  by 
means  of  steam  navigation,  within  three  days  or  four  days,  you  could 
reach  the  territory  of  the  chief  of  Bornou,  and,  with  that  communica- 
tion, you  might  avail  yourself  of  the  effoit<«  of  a  most  intelligent  man  to 
forward  our  objects— a  man  in  the  interior  of  Africa,  something  like  what 
Mehemet  Ali  was  in  Egypt. 

Is  not  a  trading  disposition  found  to  prevail  in  all  the  African  States? 

Everywhere;  they  are  all  much  given  to  trade;  but,  unfortunately^ 
the  trade  in  which  they  embark  is  principally  and  ultimately  with  th»e 
view  of  carrying  on  the  slave  trade. 

Can  this  disposition  be  gratified  now,  except  through  the  medium  o{ 
the  slave  trader 

It  is  impossible;  I  look  upon  it  as  impossible,  because  they  have  no. 
security.  If  a  man  plants  his  field  and  cultivates  a  piece  of  ground,  he 
does  not  know  that  he  can  reap  it ;  he  may  be  swept  away  by  sohib-  bair. 
barous  inroad  or  other  arising  from  their  slave-hunts. 

If  conveyance  could  be  provided  to  the  interior,  have  you  any  doubt 
that  manufactures  could  be  exchanged  for  native  produce  to  any  eattent? 

To  a  very  great  extent,  indeed;  and,  with  the  assistance  and  support 
of  such  a  chief  as  I  have  mentioned,  who  rules  o.er  a  country  mupli, 
larger  than  France,  you  have  {i  nucleus  in  the  very  heart  of  Africa  fiar 
putting  an  end  to  the  slave  trade;  Siud/rom  thence  it  would  spread i:apid|y 
to  all  the  countries  around. 

Will  you  mention  the  kinds  of  produce  with  which  we  might  be  suppliied? 

There  are  immense  numbers  of  them;  there  are  large  desciijptions  of 
Ex.— 6 
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dye-stuffsy  cotton,  sngar/coffee,  and  a  great  number  of  ralnable  descrip- 
tions of  timber;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  very  fine  copper  and  a  great  qaan- 
titv  of  fine  iron  to  be  found  in  various  parts  of  Africa^  and  in  some  parts 
^Id  is  very  abundant;  there  are  oiis^  also>  and  gams^  and  Indian  com 
in  abundance. 

If  such  a  system  of  trade  should  be  introduced  and  firmly  established, 
what  would  be  its  effects  upon  the  foreign  slave  trade? 

It  would  destroy  it  altogether.  Suppose  you  got  the  chief  of  Bomoa 
to  abolish  the  slave  trade:  you  would  cut  off  not  only  the  slave  trade 
which  comes  down  to  the  coast^  but  the  hideous  slave  trade  which  is 
carried  on  across  the  Great  Desert.  It  would  be  impossible  for  the  Arab 
trade  across  the  Great  Desert  to  carry  goods  to  Bornou,  or  anywhere  in 
the  interior  of  Africa,  to  come  in  competition  with  the  goods  carried  firom 
the  seacoast  and  up  the  river  Niger. 

Would  it  not  take  a  very  long  course  of  time  to  produce  those  happy 
results  which  you  have  been  describing  to  the  committee  as  arising  out 
of  the  great  capability  of  Africa  for  trade  in  these  productions  of  every  kind? 

Not  near  so  long  as  might  be  imagined.  The  elements  are  all  there; 
they  only  require  to  be  brought  into  activity;  all  they  require  is  security; 
it  would  go  on  with  a  rapidity  which  would  be  perfectly  astonishing. 
Many  chiefe,  I  find,  in  many  parts  of  Africa  (for  I  have  tolerably  good 
information  throughout  the  whole  of  it)  are  inclined  to  extend  cultivation 
and  commerce^  if  they  had  only  the  means  and  adequate  security  af- 
forded them. 

Can  you  state  to  the  committee  any  probable  approximation  to  what  is 
the  value  of  the  present  export  trade  to  Africa? 

It  is  difficult  to  reach  that  exactly ;  our  exports  to  the  whole  of  the 
west  coast  in  1847  were  JP^\8,Q00;  thiat  was  to  every  pari  in  western 
Africa,  except  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Is  that  the  declared  value,  or  the  real  value? 

The  declared  value;  the  public  tables  do  not  separate  the  diJSerent 
countries  in  giving  our  imports,  which  is  a  great  defect.  You  are  obliged 
to  go  through  the  whole  of  the  different  colonies  in  order  to  ascertain  that; 
and  it  is  always  several  years  before  you.  can  get  them  bronght  forward. 
There  is,  for  instance,  a  very  large  import  from  Africa,  of  which  we  never 
see  anything  in  our  official  returns,  which  is  gold-dust.  What  the  amount 
is  now,  I  cannot  say  exactly;  but  I  have  very  little  doubt,  from  all  that  1 
know,  that  it  is  equal  to  what  it  was  one  hundred  and- fifty  years  ago, 
when  it  amounted,  among  the  different  European  nations,  to  ^^17,tXH> 
sterling  a  year;  {  dare  say  it  is  equal  to  that  now. 

You  can  form  no  approximation  to  the  probable  amount  of  the  export- 
ing trade  of  Africa? 

The  palm  oil  imported  into  this  country  the  year  before  the  last  was 
."360,000  cwt.,  which  is  18,000  tons.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  teak  tim- 
.ber,  also,  imported  into  this  country,  and  ground-nuts.  There  is  some 
>  coffee  now  from  Sierra  Iicone;  the  cultivation  of  that  seems  to  be  in- 
'Cieasing  there  of  late.  There  is  one  thing  which  1  may  mention  now, 
while  1  am  upon  this  subject,  which  is  of  great  importance:  Our  African 
^possessions  have  lagged  far  behind  in  improvement;  but  it  was  impossible 
that  it  could  be  otherwise,'  when  all  their  productions  were  subject  to  the 
'  high  foreign  duties.  It  is  very  extraordinary  that  our  possessions  on  the 
-west  coast  of  Africa  should  all  have  been  charged  with  foreign  duties  till 
ithebill  of  the  other  year  came  into  operation. 
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ToQ  Stated  to  the  committee  that  the  main  hindrance  to  the  growth 
^f  such  a  legitimate  trade  as  you  have  referred  to  was  the  slave 
trade?. 

Certainly^ 

Testifnony  of  Oaptapi  John  Adams^  R.  N.^Aie  you  able  to  state  to 
the  committee,  from  your  own  observation^  with  any  accuracy,  how 
many  ships,  in  .your  opinion,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  to  prevent 
the  slave  trade  upon  the  western  coast  of  Africa? 

I  think  the  calculation  we  made  before  Dr.  Lushington  would  be  quite 
^sufficient  to  stop  the  slave  trade,  or  to  give  it  such  a  check  as  it  has  not 
yet  received^  that  number  was  thirty-seven. 

For  what  extent  of  coast  might  a  ship  and  her  boats  so  effectually 
blockade  the  coast  ? 

I  should  think  between  thirty  and  forty  miles. 

Do  you  think  any  advantage  would  be  derived  from  supjrfying  the 
target  ships'*  boats  with  a  small  steam-power? 

f  have  no  doubt  of  it;  half  of  my  time  was  lost  by  being  obliged  to 
l)€at  against  the  current  to  relieve  the  boats;  our  men,  aiso>  were  very 
often  seized  with  fever,  and  were  laid  up  after  a  long  chase. 

lu  distributing  those  thirty-seven  vessels,  which  you  spoke  of  as  having 
been  recommended  to  Dr.  Lushington  as  the  requisite  force  upon  the 
coast,  how  many  of  them  would  you  place  below  the  line? 

I  think  that  must  be  managed  according  to  information  as  to  the  way 
in  which  the  slave  trade  shifts  about. 

What  proportion  of  steamers  would  you  have  oat  of  the  thirty-seven 
vessels? 

I  would  have  two-thirds  steamers. 

Of  what  size  would  you  have  the  steamers? 

I  would  have  the  steamers  to  mount  not  more  than  one  long  gun  on  a 
pivot 9  a  vessel  with  one  gun  would  do  just  as  much  as  a  vessel  with  ten 
guns  would  do.  I  would  have  two  divisional  large  vessels  out  there^ 
and  no  more, 

TeHimony  of  Oommander  E.  Fiskbouney  R,  N. — Will  you  state  to  the 
committee,  from  your  own  experience  on  the  coast,  how  many  miles  of 
coast  you  think  a  sailing  vessel,  well  found  in  boats,  might  effectually 
watch? 

That  would  depend  upon  the  coast  entirely*  Sometimes  it  would 
require  one  to  eveiy  thirty  miles;  sometimes,  again,  on  the  other  hand, 
one  hundred  miles,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  miles,  might 
be  watched;  that  arises  from  the  circumstance  that  the  beach,  in  many 
instances,  is  such  that  they  cannot  embark,  except  in  one  place^  in  the 
whole  two  hundred  miles. 

Taking  the  line  of  the  coast,  as  far  as  you  know  it,  have  you  considered 
what  number  of  ships  would  be  necessary  to  watch  it? 
,  1  think,  taking  all  things  into  consideration,  the  present  number,  if 
they  were  allowed  to  have  tenders,  and  if  all  the  means  for  increasing 
their  efficiency  were  adopted  which  could  be,  even  without  any  increase 
of  expense,  might  effect  it. 

Will  you  name  to  the  committee  the  points  in  which  the  squadron 
could  be  made  more  efficient  without  increasing  its  expense? 

By  decreasing  the  size  of  the  steam  vessels;  by  employing  auxiliary 
screw  vessels  instead  of  paddle-wheel  vessels.  A  paddle-wheel  vessel  is 
not  an  efficient  vessel  on  the  coast,  except  when  she  is  under  steam;  they 
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are  bad  cruisers  as  sailing  vessels,  and  the  time  that  they  are  under  steam 
is  necessarily  very  limited;  it  is  only  occasionally  that  steam  is  absolutetj 
requisite.  To  take  a  comparative  estimate  of  the  expense:  the  fii]^t  coft 
of  the  steamers  which  are  used  on  the  coast  now  is  from  ^50  to  ^66  a 
ton;  they  are  large  in  tonnage ,'  I  should  suppose  the  average  may  be  d09 
tons.  The  vessels  which  I  would  propose  might  be  had  at  first  cost  for 
JS2S  a  ton,  with  auxiliary  screws;  and  they  would  be  good  saiHng  vessels 
and  good  steam  vessels;  they  would  be  about  600  tons^and  the  difference 
of  expense  would  be  enormous.  The  average  tonnage  of  the  six  steamen 
that  have  been  employed  on  the  coast  is  about  900  tons^and  the  cost  about 
j?60  per  ton— 900  x  6  X  60=J'324,000,  first  cost.  The  tonnage  of  those  I 
propose  would  be  600,  and  their  cost  per  ton  J?23— 600  X  6  X  23=^^82,800, 
first  cost.  The  annual  cost  of  the  wear  and  tear  on  tfiese  would  be,  in 
same  ratio,  about  that  of  their  cost;  average  horse-power  of  those  hitherto 
employed  was  300;  consumption  of  coals,  about  30  cwt.  per  hour;  the 
coals  at  Kabenda  cost  £2  10«. ;  expense  of  which  fcr  (say)  sixty  days' 
steaming,  and  the  year,  would  be  90x6x60b=^d2.400.  The  average 
horse  power  of  those  I  propose  SO,  and  the  expense  of  coals  10  cwt.  per 
hour— 30x6 X60==J'10,800.  And  these  six  auxiliaries  would  be  equal 
to  nine  paddle- steamers,  as  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  a  builder  would  be 
found  that  would  guaranty  equal,  if  not  greater  speed,  under  sail^  than 
that  of  the  present  sailing  vessels,  (cruisers.)  The  number  of  men  em- 
ployed in  these  would  be  less.  The  commodore's  steamer  costs  for  coak 
alone  about  ^150  a  day;  the  screw  vessels  would  cost  about  ^25  a  day. 
In  point  of  efficiency  as  cruisers  I  should  estimate  two  screw  vessels  to 
be  worth  at  least  three  of  the  other  steamers.  They  have  now  sent  the 
Rattler  there.  To  give  an  illustration  of  the  comparative  value,  the 
.  Grappler,  being  a  paddle  wheel  steamer,  could  not  keep  her  station  under 
sail  in  the  Bights,  owing  to  the  current,  but  was  obliged  to  anchor;  had 
she  been  a  good  sailing  vessel  she  would  have  kept  her  station  without 
any  expense  of  coals. 

You  mentioned  the  importance  of  establishing  a  British  &ctory  at  Lagos; 
do  you  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  the  British  government 
establishing  such  factories  as  that  at  Cape  Coast  castle  upon  many  points 
of  the  coast  the  most  infested  with  the  slave  trade  ? 

The  Portuguese  territory  is  the  most  infested  of  any;  and,  of  course, 
there  it  is  impossible.  Putting  that  part  out  of  the  question,  I  should 
think  certainly  not;  or,  if  you  could  encourage  Liberia  to  extend  their 
territory,  it  might  be  beneficial. 

Your  impression  as  to  the  ejQSciency  of  the  check  given  by  the  republic 
of  Liberia  is  strong? 

Yes;  I  think  so,  certainly;  they  have  not,  of  course,  sufficient  power; 
and  they  have  lately  applied  for,  and  our  government  have  given  them,  a 
colonial  vessel.  I  think  if  they  had  further  countenance  they  would 
extend,  as  they  have  every  desire  to  extend,  their  territory;  and  it  would 
be  very  valuable. 

Testimony  of  Captain  H.  D.  Trott  r,  iJ.  N, — Are  you  prepared  to 
suggest  any  modification  of  the  system? 

I  may  mention  to  your  Lordships,  that  when  I  was  examined  with 
other  naval  officers  before  the  Due  de  Broglie  and  Dr.  Lushington,  in 
1845,  those  who  gave  their  evidence  were  requested  to  give  their  united 
opinion  as  to  the  number  of  vessels  which  would  be  necessary;  and  as 
the  opinions  formed  by  officers  who  met  together  day  after  day  to  consider 
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this  special  subjecl  must  be  more  satisfactory  than«any  individual  opinion 
of  mine,  I  should  wish  to  hand  in  to  your  Lordships  this  document^  which 
"we  at  that  time  agreed  upon.  The  officers  examined,  besides  myself, 
were  Captain  Denham,  Captain  Butterfield,  Captain  Adams,  and  Com* 
mander  Sprigg.  Our  opinion  was  expressed  as  follows:  "  In  accordance 
with  the  request  of  the  Right  Honorabli^  S.  Lushington,  D  C.  L.,  we, 
Che  British  naval  officers,  Captains  Trotter,  Denham,  Butterfield,  and 
Adams,  and  Commander  Sprigg,  who  have  been  examined  before  the  Due 
de  Broglie  and  Dr.  Lushington.  haVe  consulted  together,  and  we  are  of 
opinion,  that  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa  it  would  require  thirty- seven 
^1  of  vessels,  eleven  small  steamers  and  twenty-six  sailing  vessels."  I 
would  here  remark,  that  we  have  only  had  about  twenty  two  cruisers 
employed  since  that  period.  If  I  had  had  the  selection  of  vessels  for  that 
coast,  I  should  very  much  have  prcfefred  (especially  taking  into  consider- 
ation the  expense)  a  jmich  smaller  class  of  vessel,  tt  seems  natural  that 
in  order  td  seize  dave  vessels,  a  similar  kind  of  vessel  to  those  they  use 
ought  to  be  employed,  and  1  think  that  the  thirty-seven  small  vessels 
which  we  contemplated  being  used  might  have  been  employed  at  no  more 
expense  than  the  twenty-two  vessels'  since  employcid. 

Do  those  thirty-seven  vessels  include  the  French  vessels? 

No;  this  was  tjirite  independent  of  the  French  squadron.  We  thought 
that  thirty-seven  vessels  would  be  sufficient  on  the  west  coast  without  a 
French  squadron.  We  then  went  on  to  say,  "On  the  east  coast  of  Africa 
and  Madagascar,  ^i^hteen  sail  of  vessels,  six  large  steamers  and  twelve 
«aiHng  vessels,  making  a  total  of  fifty- five  vessels'''  on  the  two  coasts. 
-'^  In  this  estimate  we  have  supposed  that  the  system  will  be  adopted  of 
tjonstantly  watching  the  slave  depfits,  and  that  the  cruisers  are  invested 
with  the  general  rights  of  search  on  the  coast  of  Africa."  It  appears  to 
me  that  Sir  Charles  Hotham's  system  has  not  been  a  system  of  watching 
the  dep6ts^  which  we  had  especially  in  view  in  offering  this  opinion.  I 
may  mention  that,  in  the  year  1845,  Lord  Aberdeen's  reversal  of  the  order 
with  regard  to  destroying  the  goods  in  the  barracoons  had  its  influence 
in  leading  us  to  specify  so  great  a  number  of  vessels;  but  it  strikes  me 
that  to  do  the  thing  effectuafly,  thirty  seven  would  not  be  too  many,  even 
now  that  the  otder  appears  to  be  agam  in  force;  but  a  large  proportion  of 
the  vessels  employed  (Meamers  as  w^U  as  sailing  vessels)  might  be  of  a 
small  size,  with  an  auxiliary  screw;  and  if  the  whole  squadron  had  the 
auxiliary  screw^  so  much  the  better. 

That  opiriion,  so  given,  was  the  resuk  of  a  careful  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  mutuai  converse  by  several  oncers  well  acqu»nted  practically 
with  the  fects  of  the  case? 

Yes,  it  was  quite  so  with  respect  to  the  west  coast.  With  regard  to  the 
«ast  coast,  we  were  obliged  to  rely  upon  the  opinion  of  one  officer  only, 
he  only  having  served  upon  that  coast-  Captain  WyvBle,  however,  who 
has  much  more  recently  served  on  the  coast,  and  may,  therefore,  be  a  bet- 
ter judge  of  what  is  now  required,  says  that  -a  much  smaller  number  of 
vessels  would  be  sufficient  to  repress  the  slave  trade  on  the  east  coast.  He 
speaks  very  confidently  on  this  subject  in  his  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  thirty-eeven  vessels  were  intended  for  the  west  coast? 

Yes. 

And  nothing  that  has  since  happened,  has  altered  your  own  impression 
«s  k>  the  probability  of  the  success  of  such  an  armament? 
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Nothing  whatever y. more  particularly  since  Sir  Charfe^  Hotliam'is  fat? 

transactions  at  theGallinas;  ror  it  is  this  which  induces  EQe-to  believe  ths 
if  the  order  for  burning  slave  ketones  has  not  been  renewed  in  its  origiDa] 
form,  a  similar  one,  at  least,  must  have  been  issued. 

Are  you  aware  that  the  meaning  put  upon  Lord  Aberdeen's  letter  wai 
not  at  all  that  which  was  intended  lo  be  put  upon  it? 

So  I  have  understood. 

Are  the  committee  to  understand  that  your  view  of  the  subject  i»^  that 
the  squadron  should  act  strictly  as  a  preventive  force,  affording,  fay  the 
check  which  it  gives  t6  the  slave  trade,  sm  opportunity  for  leading  the 
native  Africans  to  turit  their  attention  to  agrici^ture  and  production,  in- 
stead of  the  exportation  of  men? 

I  think  that  a  strict  blockade  of  the  coast  would  have  Aat  tendency;  il 
has  had  it  already  in  the  Bight  of  Biafra  and  other  parts. 

You  ^ould  not  conceive  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  look  forward  fi» 
always  maintaining  such  a  squadron,  because  the  upgrowth  of  a  more 
legitimate  trade  will,  in  youi  judgment,  take  the  place  of  the  slave  trade? 

Yes;  I  think  we  shall  be  able  gradually  to  diminish  the  force. 

In  carrying  out  that  oUect,  you  would  expect  to  derive  large  atssistance 
from  the  establishment  of  factories  on  different  parts  of  the  coast? 

Yes;  I  think  the  establishment  of  &ctorie^  is  reij  desirabte,  protectedy 
if  necessary,  by  small  forts^ 

And  to  that  you  would  add,  if  possible,  the  establishment  of  model 
&rms,  maintained  by  Africans  from  the  West  India  islands? 

That  is  a  most  desirable  thing,  particularly  as  there  appears  to  be  a  great 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  Africans,  both  at  Sierra  Leone  and  in  some  parts 
of  the  West  Indies  -  at  Barbadoes,  for  instance — to  colonial  parts  of  the 
coast  and  the  interior.    Such  a  model  farm  is  soon  Uk<^ly  to  be  in  o]9era- 
tion  at  Abbeokuta,  in  the  Yomba  country,  56  miles  inland  from  Badagry, 
(a  town  of  at  least  50,000  inhabitants)  where,  within  the  last  nine  years, 
about  3,000  liberated  Africans  of  the  Yomba  nation  have  found  their  way, 
having  gone  from  Sierra  Leone  at  their  own  expense,  in  condemned  slave 
vessels  which  they  bought  for  the  purpose.   A  great  proportion  of  these  peo- 
ple are  Christians  and  members  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  and  they 
now  wish  to  the  Gospel  to  add  the  plough ;  in  which  object  they  are  to  receive 
some  pecuniary  assistance  from  a  society  called  the  African  Native  Commit- 
tee. It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  slave  trade  should  be  thoroughly  re* 
pressed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Badagry  and  Lagos,  the  seaports  of  Abbeo- 
iKUta,  in  order  thai  this  offshoot  ot  Sierra  Leone  may  have  a  fair  chance  of  ex- 
tending the  benefits  of  civilization  to  the  neighboring  parts  of  Africa.  The 
land  is  said  to  be  very  fertile,  and  the  chiefe  highly  fevorable  to  the  new  set- 
tlers, who  appear  to  be  firmly  re  established  in  their  own  country.   In  wri- 
ting lately  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Townsend,one  of  the  Abbeokuta  missionaries,  1 
asked  him  why  he  expected  civilization  to  extend  more  quickly  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Abbeokuta  than  in  the  vicinity  of  Sierra  Leone.   He  replied  as 
follows:  ^^My  reasons  for  expecting  great  results  fiorh  Abbeokuta,  are — 1st 
The  readiness  with  which  they  (the  Yombas)  have  received  the  tntth  from 
us,  both  in  Sierra  Leone  and  in  Abbeokuta^  2d.  The  greater  amount  of  in- 
telligence and  civilization  possessed  by  the  Yombas  and  their  neighbors 
over  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries  adjacent  to  Sierra  Leone;  3d.    The 
absenceef  immediate  intercourse  between  the  Yombas  and  the  white  sla?€- 
dealers. 

<^  Should  the  slave  trade  be  destroyed^  one  great  cause  of  moral  dh 
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basement  will  be  removed.  Wherever  the  slave  trade  has  exercised 
any  influence,  the  removal  of  this  traffic  will  be  the  removal  of  a  great 
hindrance  to  every  good  influence;  and  Sierra  Leone  would  feel  the  good 
resulting  from  it  in  her  trade  with  the  surrounding  countries.  The  influ- 
ence of  Sierra  Leone,  however,  is  more  felt  in.  Abbeokuta  than  in  coun- 
tries adjacent,  as  &r  as  moral  influence  is  concerned,  and  therefore  we 
cannot  draw  a  comparison  between  them.  What  good  has  been  done  in 
Abbeokuta,  has  been  in  a  very  great  measure  the  result  of  the  influence  of 
Sierra  Leone;  and  the  extension  of  the  Abbeokuta  mission  would  not  be 
accompli3hed  without  Sierra  Leone  influence.  I  should  say,  therefore, 
that  we  cannot /draw  any  comparison  between  the  places,  seeing  that  the 
good  done  at  Abbeokuta  has  resulted,  under  God,  from  the  influence  of 
Sierra  Leone. 

^<  As  the  tribes  around  Abbeokuta  are  &i  more  intelligent'an^  civilized 
than  those  around  Sierra  Leone,  I  do  not  expect  religion  and  civilization 
to  spread  more  rapidly  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter  place.  One  prom- 
inent feature  in  the  disposidonof  the  people  around  Sierra  Leone  is  this— 
to  follow  implicitly  the  customs  of  their  fathers.  They  defend  their  evil 
customs  by  saying,  ^  Our  fathers  did  so,  and  we,  their  children^  cannot 
but  follow  their  example.^  This  disposidon  is  far  less  prominent  in  the 
Yomba  country,  and  in  its  place  is  observable  a  desire  to  imitate  those 
who  excel  them." 

I  trust  that  the  slave  trade  .may  be  speedily  eradicated  from  the  Bight 
of  Benin — that  ''the  Go^l  and  the  plough"  may  have,  so  to  speak,  a 
fiiir  chance  of  spreading  Christianity  and  civilization  through  that  part  of 
Africa.  The  slave  trade  in  the  Bight  of  Benin  still  exists;  but  a  force  of 
.five  or  nix  cruisers  would  effectually  suppress  it.  There  is  no  slave 
trade  further  to  the  eastward  than  thirty  miles  to  the  east  of  Lagos. 

Is  there  any  other  suggestion  upon  the  subject  which  you  would  make 
to  the  committee? 

I  think  the  blockade  ought  to  be  a  very  constant  one;  therefore,  it 
might  be  well  to  have  two  or  threq  additional  depots  of  coals,  and  also  of 
provisions.  There  is  only  one  depot  of  coals  at  present  on  the  coast  to 
the  south  of  the  line.  I  think  jt  would  be  well  to  take  into  consideration 
the  propriety  of  having  more  depots,  in  order  to  prevent  as  much  as  pos- 
sible the  vessels  leaving  their  cruising  ground;  or  transports  might  ^r- 
haps  be  advantageously  employed  to  run  down  the  coast  with  supplies. 
The  transports  might  also  be  usefhl  in  taking  to  St.  Helena  any  slaves 
which  the  cruisers  may  have  seized  in  the  open  launches  which  are  so 
often  met  with  on  the  south  coast.  By  means  of  these  transports,  also, 
the  menof-war  mi^ht  receive  their  letters  from  England  more  frequently — 
a  matter  of  great  importance.  I  may  mention  tlie  suggestion  so  often 
made — that  of  substituting  tonnage- money  for  head-money;  and^  in 
order  to  encourage  the  capture  of  empty  vessels,  I  would  deduct  from 
the  tonnage-money  of  the  full  ones  so  much  for  each  slave  found  on 
board.  I  would  recommend  a  general  increase  of  pay  tliroughout  the 
African  squadron,  with  a  small  tonnage  money  in  addition  to  those  who 
make  captures.  The  prospect  of  promotion,  also,  ought  to  be  held  out  to 
both  officers  and  men  tor  service  on  the  coast,  as  it  is  on  the  coast-guard 
service  at  home,  but  to  a  greater  extent.  The  commodore  ought  to  have 
a  tender,  (with  auxiliary  screw,^  to  enable  him  to  visit  the  different  parts 
of  the  station,  and  not  to  be  tied  down  to  his  proper  ship— particularly  if 
.that  ship  be  employed  to  supply  provisions  to  the  smaller  vessels.    With 
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regard  to  the  system  of  watching  the  coast  hefore  alluded  to^  I  wish  it  to 
be  understood  that  I  had  in  view  Captain  Denman's  well-known  **  mem- 
orandum." I  did  not  mean  that  the  cruisers  should  be  anchored  off  the 
coast,  but  that  those  parts  of  the  coast  where  the  slave  trade  is  likely  to 
be  carried  on  should  be  so  watched  by  our  vessels  that  the  general  char- 
acter of  the  system  would  be  that  of  an  in-shore  squadron^  from  one  to 
three  miles  off-shore,  (or  further,  when  off  the  bars  of  rivers,)  anchoring 
or  under  sail,  as  most  expedient.  This  would  probably  be  found  as 
healthy  as  the  plan  of  keeping  the  vessels  at  a  greater  distance  fron^  the 
coast.  If  the  captains  and  crews  of  slave  vessels  could  be  effectually 
punished,  I  need  not  say  how  materially  it  would  deter  others  firom  en- 
gaging in  the  trade.  Hard  labor  would  be  a  most  appropriate  and  effect- 
ive punishment.  There  would  soon  be  an  end  to  the  slave  trade  if  Bra- 
zil and  Spain  and  Portugal  would  allow  us  to  indict  some  such  summary 
punishment  upon  their  subjects. 

.  Supposing  tenders  were  given  to  the  cruisers;  would  that  diminish  the 
necessity  of  keeping  up  so  Idrge  a  force  of  cruisers  as  you  have  mentioned? 
.  1  think  the  system  of  teiltlers  is  a  most  desirable  one.     I  think  that 
most  of  the  vessels  which  are  employed  on  the  coast  now  aie  unnecessa- 
rily large,  both  sailing  vessels  and  steamers. 

The  question  refers  to  tenders  to  the  different  cruisers.  Could  not 
you,  then,  do  with  fewer  than  thirty-seven  vessels? 

If  tenders  were  employed,  thirty  seven  vessels  would  not  be  required; 
and  tenders  are  very  easily  obtained  on  the  coast — many  of  the  slave  ves- 
sels being  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose — and  they  could  be  bought 
very  cheap. 

And  they  might  be  manned  In  a  great  measure  by  the  Eroomen,  in- 
stead of  adding  to  the  number  of  British  seamen? 

In  a  great  measure  they  might  be.    * 

Have  you  any  further  suggestions  which  you  wish  to  make  to  the 
committee? 

I  have  a  letter  which  I  received  from  the  Rev.  Hope  Waddell  jast  be- 
fore he  sailed  the  other  day.  He  is  a  gentleman  who  has  been  a  mission- 
ary in  the  old  Calabar  river  for  several  years.  It  is  an  answer  to  two 
questions  which  I  asked  him.  "  The  two  questions  yon  ask  I  would 
answer  as  follows:  If  the  cruisers  were  withdrawn,  I  have  no  doubt  the 
slave  trade  would  revive  all  along  the  Gkiinea  coast,  from  which  it  has,  to 
a  great  extent,  been  driven.  From  Benin  it  would  iKstantly  extend  to 
Bonny,  and  from  Bonny  to  Calabar.  Our  treaty  with  Calabar  might  for 
a  time  check  it.  The  presence  of  the  missionaries  mi^t  in  some  degree 
check  it;  but  I  fear  that,  in  spite  of  both,  it  wonld  revive.  I  would  not 
say  that  the  craisers  are  the  most  effectual  means  that  could  be  employed. 
Other  more  effectual  means  might  be  used;  still  the  support  of  an  armed 
force  might  for  some  time  longer  be  required,  till  the  other  means  had 
begun  to  take  effect.  Either  the  Africans  themselves  must  be  induced  to 
abandon  it,  or  the  coast  must  be  taken  from  them  and  colonized  by  free 
blacks  from  -America,  under  the  protection  of  Britain."  I  think  Mr. 
Waddell  is  under  a  mistake  which  many  fall  into  in  talking  of  the  squad- 
ron as  a  means  of  civilizing  Africa.  I. always  think  myself  that  the 
squadron  ought  to  be  considered  in  this  light — that  it  is  ©nly  by  the 
squadron  that  you  arc  enabled  to  do  anything  towards  the  civilization  of 
Africa.  If  the  squadron  is  taken  away,  I  believe  the  legal  trade  will  de- 
cline, and  the  civilization  of  Africa  will  be  retarded  to  an  indefinite  period. 
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Another  part  of  Mr.  Waddell's  letter  is  this:  ^^TThere  is  not  a  sufficient 
number  of  free  blacks  in  Africa  to  be  depended  on  for  supplying  the  al- 
leged wants  of  the  West  Indies;  and  the  few  who  exist  would  not  go  for 
a  longer  term  than  a  year  of  their  own  accord,  though  their  return  should 
be  guarantied.  The  Kroomen  are  not,  1  believe,  willing  to  engage  for  a 
longer  term,  as  a  general  rule.  At  Calabiir  there  are  no  free  people  who 
would  work  well  anywhere,  and  they  are  determined  against  leaving 
their  own  country.  6ut  I  may  mention  that  King  Eyo  says  that  he  has 
so  many  bad  slaves  that  he  would  gladly  get  rid  of,  that  h6  would  give  a 
shipful  to  any  person  for  nothing.  He  has  no  means  of  expatriating  of- 
fenders noW;  and  is  tired,  he  says,  of  flogging  ajid  killing  them.  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  slaves  being  shipped  at  Calabar  since  the  treaty  was 
made  with  that  countiy,in  1841,  against  the  trade — that  is,  no  foreign  slave 
trade  has  been  carried  on  there;  but  the  Calabar  people  still  purchase 
slaves  in  the  markets  of  the  interior  for  their  own  farming,  domestic^  and 
superstitious  purposes,"  &c. 

What  does  the  writer  mean  by  superstitious  purposes  ? 

Frequently  at  the  death  of  a  chiel  they  sacrifice  as  many  as  one  hun- 
dred individuals.  It  is  one  of  the  most  dt^graded  places  in  all  Africa  in 
this  respect. 

Testiinony  of  Captain  the  Htm.  J.  Denman. — In  your  opinion,  if  we 
abandohed  our  present  attempt,  we  should  reader  the  slave  trade,  in  fact, 
perpetual? 

Yes  ;  and  with  respect  to  that,  I  should  wish  to  observe,  that  at  the 
present  statement  of  the  price  of  slaves  in  Brazil,  and  the  number  inl port- 
ed, *f'3,60(y,000  is  spent  in  the  purchase  of  slaves.  Supposing  you  throw 
the  slave  trade  open;  the  very  highest  price  of  slaves  then  would  be  half 
the  present  amount,  or  S25  a  head.  I  think  it  is  obvious  that  the  same 
sum  at  least  would  be  expended  in  slaves  ;  and,  therefore,  the  demand 
would  be  at  once  doubled. 

You  destroyed  the  slave  factories  in  the  Gallinas  in  1840? 

I  did. 

How  far  do  you  concur,  from  what  you  youself  then  witnessed,  in  the 
statement  that  such  measures  had  either  no  effect  in  diminishing  the  slaver 
trade,  or  that  the  eflFect  it  had  was  quite  counterbalanced  by  the  injurious 
effect  in  other  respects  ? 

*  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  effects  are  entirely  advantageous,  and  that 
it  is  the  severest  blow  which  we  can  strike  at  the  slave  trad^,  becanse  it 
goes  at  once  to  the  root  of  the  evil.  Those  depots  which  are  indispens- 
able to  the  slave  trade  under  the  present  treaties  contain  goods  of  im- 
mense value,  and  at  once  y6u  cut  off  all  chances  of  the  return  of  the  capi- 
tal tlius  invested. 

•Can  you  give  the  committee  any  grounds  for  believing  that  there  has 
been  much  error  in  the  opinions  commonly  entertained  up>on  certain 
points,  which  have  been  also  strongly  pressed  upon  them  in  the  evidence? 
One  of  those  points  is,  that  the  slave  trade  is  now  as  extensive  as  ever. 

I  have  already  stated  Sir  Charles  Macarthy's  account  of  the  Exports 
from  two  single  rivers,  which  will  certainly  show  that  those  two  rivers 
alone  exported  formerly  upwards  of  60,000  slaves  a  year.  Here  is  another 
despatch  in  the  year  1821,  showing  that  from  other  parts  of  the  coast,  in 
periods  of  six  and  four  months,  21,000  slaves  were  exported  ;  those  are 
both  north  of  the  equator.  At  this  time  the  slave  trade  in  the  Bight  of 
Benin  and  at  Gallinas  was  Sax  larger  than  it  has  been  of  late  years.    A 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


[75] 


74 


great  number  of  other  points  also  existed  within  those  limits.  Besidai 
those,  there  was  a  large  slave  trade  south  of  the  line,  of  which  we  ob- 
served nothing  in  thos^  days,  because  we  could  not  touch  a  slave  vessel 
in  south  latitude,  and  by  which  Brazil  was  entirely  supplied.  We  may 
suppose,  at  the  most  moderate  computation^  that  the  number  amounted  to 
40,000  a  year ;  and  here  is  Captain  Owen's  statement,  he  at  that  time 
being  employed  on  the  east  coast  of  Africa,  that  two  ports  alone  upon  that 
coast  ex{K)rted  25,000  slaves.  It  is  impossible  to  believe  that  the  vrbok 
slave  trade  amounted  to  less  than  150,000  a  year. 

You  would  therefore  convey  to  the  committee  your  strong  impression, 
founded  upon  those  documents,  that  the  amount  of  the  slave  trade  has 
been  greatly  diminished  by  the  British  squadron? 

Very  greatly  diminished,  though  complete  suppression  has  not  been  at 
all  effected.  Had  it  beerw  left  to  itself,  instead  of  being  now  about  one- 
»third  of  what  it  was  in  1821 ,  it  would  have  been  at  least  double  that 
amount.  Another  objection  urged  is,  that  the  measures  adopted  by  England 
have  gready  increased  the  horrors  and  the  mortality  of  the  slave  trade. 
Will  you  state  to  the  committee  your  impression  upon  that  point? 

The  committee  may  be  satisfied,  by  referring  to  the  returns  of  the  mixed 
commission  courts  of  the  vessels  captured,  that  the  aggregate  mortality 
of  all  the  vessels  captured  within  the  last  ten  years  will  show  a  mortali^ 
of  less  than  10  per  cent.  The  mortality  is  always  greater  after  we  have 
captured  them  than  it  would  be  upon  the  passage  across  ;  and  I  take  the 
.mortality  of  the  present  slave  trade  to  be  generally  far  under  ten  per  cent, 
and  therefore  even  lower  than  it  was  under  the  legalized  slave  trade  of  Great 
Britain.  To  establish  this  fact/ 1  will  quote  a  statement  which  appears  in 
the  evidence  publii^hed  this  year  by  the  House  of  Commons  comniittee, 
page  3.  The  commissioners  at  Sierra  l/eone  state  that  in  the  year  1848, 
out  of  6,691  slaves  captured,  between  the  penod  of  their  capture  and  the 
decree  of  their  emancipation  337  died  ;  that  is  rather  under  6  per  cent. 
But  not  only  do  they  state  such  to  be  the  mortality,  but  they  call  it  ^'  this 
dreadful  mortality,"  and  proceed  to  account  for  it  as  an  uncommon  and  un- 
usual amount  of  deaths  ;  and,  in  order  to  explain  it,  they  mention  a  special 
case  which  swelled  the  mortality  to  this  unusual  ainount.  The  deaths  in 
this  especial  case  were  on!y  14  per  cent,  on  her  cargo  of  slaves  ;  and  yet 
the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  made  a  report,  at  the  end  of  the 
last  session,  that  since  the  year  1817,  when  our  treaties  came  into  force, 
the  average  mortality  suddenly  sprung  up  from  14  per  cent,  to  25  per  cent. 
With  respect  to  that,  I  should  wish  to  observe,  that,  from  the  year  1817 
till  the  year  1827,  we  never  had  more  than  five  or  six  cruisers  on  the  coast 
of  Africa  employed  against  the  slave  trade;  and  to  suppose  that,  upon  a 
slave  trade  amounting  to  at  least  150,000,  those  five  or  six  vessels  could 
auddenly  produce  such  a  result,  is  the  most  absurd  thing  tliat  ever  was 
gravely  stated. 

Another  statement  which  has  been  made  is,  that  the  effect  of  the  British 
cruisers  has  been  to  cause  a  greater  number  to  be  carried  in  vessels,  and 
so  to  produce  a  greater  crowding.  How  &!  do  you  think  that  is  borne  out 
by  the  fact  ? 

I  am  convinced  that  a  competition  would  cause  exactly  the  same  result 
as  that  which  is  now  imputed  to  the  English  squadron..  With  regard  to 
the  crowding,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  mortality  is  far  less  than  it  was  at 
the  time  of  our  own  slave  trade;  because  in  the  time  of  our  own  sla?e 
trade,  vessels  were  built  not  for  fisust  sailings  but  for  carrying;  they  had 
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(hreeor  four  tiers  of  decks;  they  were  much  longer  upon  the  passage,  and, 
from  the  tiers  of  decks,  the  vj^ntilation  was  not  half  so  good. 

Another  statement  is,  that  it  has  led  to  the  use  of  unseaworthy  vessels, 
and  so  has  caused  more  suffering  among  the  Africans.  Will  you  state  to 
the  committee  whether  with  that  statement  you  concur  ? 

In  the  year  1834,  as  I  before  mentioned  to  the  committee,  I  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  first  Brazilian  slave-ship  which  was  ever  captured;  till 
about  that  time  we  had  had  no  capture  at  all.  I  never  in  my  life  saw  a 
vessel  in  such  a  state  of  destitution — such  a  mere  wreck  upon  the  waters; 
she  had  no  cable  on  board,  every  mast  was  sprung,  every  rope  was  rotten, 
every  sail  in  holes,  and  she  was  fitted  out  for  the  voyage  with  rope  which 
had  been  condemned  as  paper  st\iff.  We  were  nesq^ly  losing  her  before 
we  were  a  day  out  of  Rio;  one  pump  was  choked,  and  remained  useless 
all  the  voyage;  the  other  broke,  but  we  managed  to  repair  it;  and  at  one 
time,  the  night  we  left  Rio,  she  had  six  feet  water  in  the  hbld.  I  take 
the  condition  of  this  vessel  to  be  a  fact  utterly  oversetting  the  statement 
that  we  have  caused  them  to  adopt  bad  vessels  by  our  inteference;  the  re* 
suit  has  been  exactly  the  reversel 


Letter  of  Commiseary  Judge  James  Hook  to  Lord  Palmeretonf  Decem- 
ber, 1848. 

The  Rio  Pongas  may  now  b^  considered  to  be  the  sole  mart  for  the , 
slave  trade  to  the  northward  of  Sierra  Leon^.    I  have  only  heard  of  two 
slavers  having  escaped  with  slaves  on  board  from  the  Rio  Pongas  during 
the  year  1848,  and  I  believe  they  were  both  owned  by  Spaniards. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  to  your  Lordship  that,  by  order  of  the 
French  government,  all  the  slaves  in  Senegal  and  Moree  have  been 
emancipated.  This  highly  interesting  event  cannot  fail  to  produce,  im- 
portant effects  upon  the  natives  of  the  neighboring  kingdoms,  and  to  con- 
vince them  that  Great  Britain  and  France  are  determined  not  only  to 
suppress  the  slave  trade,  but  also  slavery  itself,  in  every  part  of  their  do- 
minions. 

Already  agriculture,  upon  a  most  extensive  scale,  is  in  progress  among 
the  natives  living  between,  this  place  and  Gambia;  rice  and  ground-nuts 
are  the  chief  articles  cultivated.  The  ground-nut  trade  has  for  several 
years  past  formed  a  highly  important  and  valuable  branch  of  export  trade. 
The  demand  for  ground-nuts,  firom  France,  Hamburgh,  and  America,  far 
exceeds  the  supply.  I  earnestly  hope  that  the  spirit  of  agriculture  and 
commerce  now  happily  manifesting  itself  among  the  natives  is  the  sure 
dawn  of  brighter  days  for  benighted  Afirica. 

With  the  only  exception  of  the  Rio  Pongas,  I  consider  that  we  have 
now  no  export  slave  trade  between  Cape  Blanco  and  Sierra  Ijeone,  a  dis- 
tance of  Coast  of  upwards  of  600  miles. 

Before  concluding  my  report,  I  beg  respectfully  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  the  suggestions  promulgated  by  certain  parties  in  reference  to  the 
-withdrawal  of  the  British  squadron  on  this  coast  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade. 

For  more  than  30  years  I  have  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  cause  of 
abolition;  and  my  present  position  in  her  Majesty's  service,  together 
with  a  residence  of  many  years  in  Afiica,  enable  me  to  state,  for  your 
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Lordship's  information,  an  opinion  gained  by  actual  experience  and  ob- 
servation upon  the  present  progress  of  the  cause  of  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade,  which,  I  humbly  trust,  may  induce  some  of  those  who  en- 
tertain the  mistaken  views  of  advocating  the  withdrawal  of  the  squadron 
to  pause  ere  they  sanction  a  measure  so  utterly  ruinous  to  millions  of  the 
human  &mily. 

It  is  my  firm  belief  that  in  nine  or  twelve  months  after  the  with- 
drawal of  our  squadron,  the  whole  of  western  Africa,  from  Cape 
Verde  to  Benguela,  would  present  a  scene  of  cruelty  and  devastation 
too  fearful  to  contemplate.  All  the  progress  of  Christianity,  civilization, 
and  commerce  woula  be  annihilated ;  in  a  word;  western  Africa  would, 
in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two,  be  rolled  back  to  its  worst  pristine  savage 
condition.  The  coast  would  become  the  resort  of  the  most  degraded 
renegades  and  pirates  of  Brazil  and  other  nations. 

If  our  merchants  entertain  a  hope  that  the  trade  of  palm  oil,  gold, 
ivory,  ground-nuts,  hides,  wax,  &c.,  will  continue  to  exist  after  the 
withdrawal  of  our  squadron,  I  fear  that  they  will  be  wofully  disappointed. 
The  thousands  of  palm  oil  carriers  and  agricultural  laborers  would  in- 
stantly be  kidnapped  and  carried  on  board  slave  vessels.  After  a  time, 
the  remaining  natives  would  avoid  the  coast  as  they  would  the  locality  of 
a  plague. 

In  my  humble  opinion,  this  dreaded  calamity  can  only  be  evaded  by 
a  strong  treaty  with  Brazil,  similar  to  or  more  stringent  than  that  with 
Spain.  Your  Lordship  has,  doubtless,  noticed  the  excellent  effect  of 
the  penal  law  of  Spain,  dated  the  2d  March,  1845,  upon  the  Spanish 
slave  traders;  since  its  promulgation,  upwards  of  two  years  ago,  we  have 
only  had  one  vessel  under  Spanish  colors  brought  before  the  mixed  courts 
of  Sierra  Leone. 

I  would  also  venture  to  remark,  that  hardly  any  squadron,  however 
vigilant — and  none  could  be  more  so  than  the  present — would  alone  effect 
the  total  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  on  this  coast,  unless  it  be  supported 
by  a  zealous,  honest  co-operation  of  the  Brazilian  and  Spanish  governments. 

In  my  opinion,  the  concluding  part  of  this  great  undertaking  can  only 
be  brought  to  a  successful  termination  by  applying  gentler  means  and 
strict  enforcement  of  treaties  before  the  squaaron  is  withdrawn  from  this 
coast. 

I  have,  &c., 

JAMES  HOOK. 


Letter  of  Captain  Hefvry  Dundas  Trotter  y  to  the  Right  Reverend  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  Oxford, 

Great  Malvern,  July  17,  1849. 

My  Dear  Lord:  I  beg  to  enclose  a  letter  upon  the  slave-trade  and  pre- 
ventive squadron,  by  the  Rev.  H.  Townsend,  who  has  resided  a  long 
time  in  Africa  as  a  missionary  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  which 
I  hope  the  committee  will  allow  to  be  printed  with  the  appendix  to  the 
evidence. 

In  forwarding  this  letter,  I  would  beg  to  offer  a  few  general  observa- 
tions on  the  same  subject. 

The  more  I  consider  the  present  position  of  the  slave  trade,  and  the 
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means  at  command  for  putting  it  down,  the  more  hope  I  have  of  seeing 
this  great  object  speedily  accompHshed.  Many  circumstances  justify  this 
expectation.  Portugal,  which  has  never  hitherto  acted  in  good  earnest 
with  us,  by  all  accounts,  feels  it  at  length  to  be  her  interest  to  abolish 
the  slave  trade  in  her  colonies  in  Africa.  Her  honest  co-operation  to  the 
south  of  the  line  would  aid  us  materially  in  suppressing  it  there,  whilst 
her  example  to  the  north  of  the  line,  at  feissao,  (north  of  Sierra  Leone,) 
in  the  promotion  of  agriculture  and  commerce,  and  the  example  of  the 
French  at  Goree  and  Senegal  in  liberating  all  their  slaves,  has  already 
had  a  most  beneficial  effect  on  the  neighboring  native  tribes;  in  fact,  ex- 
cepting at  the  river  Pongas,  where  the  slave  trade  is  still  occasionally 
carried  on  upon  a  small  scale,  the  traffic  has  ceased  to  exist  everywhere  to 
the  northward  of  Sierra  Leone,  where  in  future  one  or  two  vessels  of 
war  at  the  most  will  be  sufficient  to  keep  it  down. 

I  beg  to  refer  your  lordship  to  the  enclosed  extracts  from  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Judge  Hook,  at  Sierra  Leone,  and  of  Mr.  Consul  Kendall,  addressed 
to  Lord  Palmerston,  dated  in  December,  1848. 

Again:  the  effect  of  the  late  destruction  of  the  barracoons  and  slave- 
trade  goods  at  the  Gallinas  has  put  an  end  to  the  slave  trade  to  the  south 
of  Sierra  Leone  as  far  as  the  Bight  of  Benin,  though  it  may  for  aconsid- 
erable  time  be  requisite  to  station  six  or  seven  vessels  on  that  part  of  the 
coast  to  keep  it  suppressed.  The  Bight  of  Benin,  therefore,  may  be  said 
to  be  almost  the  only  spot  north  of  the  equator  where  the  slave  trade  has 
not  been  suppressed.  It  is  believed  that  six  or  seven  vessels  will  accom- 
plish this  —keeping  two  vessels,  also,  in  th,e  Bight  of  Biafra,  as  far  as  the 
equator,  to  prevent  its  rise  there. 

While  the  slave  trade  has  thus  been  checked  in  north  latitude,  com- 
merce is  increasing  almost  everywhere,  accompanied,  in  many  places,  by 
successful  missionary  operations — the  great  moral  antidote  to  the  tyranny 
and  barbarity  of  the  slave  trade. 

The  increasing  prosperity  of  the  newly-recognised  republic  of  Liberia 
is  also  fiavorable  to  our  cause;  and  the  desire  of  the  blacks  at  Barbadoes  to 
colonize  the  coast  and  the  interior,  under  British  rule,  is  also  very  en- 
couraging. The  Barbadoes  African  Colonization  Society,  in  their  late 
address  to  the  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  express 
Uieir  conviction  that  U  was  in  the  design  of  the  AlmiglUy  governor  of  the 
universe  in  permitting  the  great  lorong,  (of  carrying  away  their  forefathers 
from  Africa,)  that  their  descendnnts,  reared  in  the  circle  of  civilization, 
and  acquiring  a  practical  knowledge  of  ifs  usages  and  artSy  and  of  the 
truths  of  the  gospel,  s/iould  in  due  time  be  his  efficient  instruments  in  the 
regeneration  of  their  fatherland;  and  they  conclude  by  saying  that,  should 
they  obtain  the  patroimge  and  support  of  philarUhropic  friends  in  the 
mother  country,  and  of  their  brethren  ana  others  in  the  West  Indies^ 
they  would  soon  be  ablCy  ufider  God^s  blessing,  with  the  pletttiful  materials 
around  them^  to  establish  a  colony  on  (lie  coast  that  would yprobaby,  be  but 
the  beginning  of  a  series  of  similar  settlements  immediately  productive  of 
considercMe  advantages  to  British  manufactui^es  and  to  commerce  gener- 
ally, and  tending  eventually  to  the  regeneration  of  their  fatherland  and  t/ie 
glory  of  God. 

The  following  interesting  letter  from  Abbeokuta  is  also  highly  interest- 
ing and  encouraging: 

"A  noble  prize  has  lately  been  taken  by  the  ships  of  war — a  cargo  or 
cargoes  of  slaves,  said  to  be  above  twelve  hundred,  shipped  from  Lagos— 
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the  effect  of  which  is  felt  through  Abbeokuta;  a  thing  we  never  witnessed 
before. 

*^  A  number  ef  slaves  were  taken  down  to  Lagos  market  a  frw  days 
ago  by  the  traders  of  this  place,  bought  from  the  interior  at  the  rate  of 
fifty  or  sixty  dollars  each  slave,  with  the  prospect  of  gelling  them  at  a 
good  profit.  On  their  arrival  at  the  market,  however,  the  Portuguese 
could  disguise  their  enormous  loss  no  longer,  but  plainly  told  the  people 
that  they  could  give  no  more  than  thirty  dollars  for  each  slave,  as  they 
had  suffered  the  loss  of  all  they  lately  shipped.  The  consequence 
was,  the  people  returned  to  Abbeokuta  with  all  their  slaves,  very  much 
discouraged  in  the  trade.  I  have  got  this  information  fi'om  three  inde- 
pendent persons,  who  are  themselves  traders  in  slaves.  The  prayer  of  a 
great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  is,  that  Lagos  may  be  de- 
stroyed, and  the  Portuguese  driven  away,  that  the  temptation  held  out  to 
them  in  the  slave  trade  may  be  removed;  but  I  pray,  rather,  that  legiti- 
mate trade  may  be  introduced  at  Lagos  by  the  English,  and  that  the 
water  communication  may  be  made  accessible  to  all.  In  the  mean  time 
I  hope  thrt  force  of  the  cruisers  will  not  relax,  lest  the  beneficial  effects  of 
checking  the  slave  trade  in  this  port,  which  is  now  begun  to  be  felt  by 
thousands  in  the  interior,  die  away,  and  prove  no  lasting  good  to  the 
cause  of  slavery.'* 

If,  under  these  many  promising  circumstances,  the  system  of  an  in- 
shore squadron,  so  strongly  recommended  by  Captain  Denman  and  other 
experienced  officers,  be  adopted  and  carried  out  with  the  zeal  and  energy 
with  which  Sir  Charles  Hotham  so  conspicuously  but  unsuccessfully,  as 
he  himself  admits,  carried  out  a  different  system,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt 
that  the  slave  trade  will  practically  be  at  an  end  on  the  west  coast 
within  a  very  short  period.  And  Commodore  Wyvill,  on  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  station,  in  his  evidence  before  the  House  of  Commons  com- 
mittee last  year,  spoke  as  confidently  regarding  the  suppression  on  the 
east  coast. 

It  is  a  very  common  argument  against  the  keeping  up  of  the  African 
squadron,  that  it  matters  little  whether  we  keep  our  vessels  near  the  shore 
or  at  a  distance;  that  we  have  never  been  able  to  guard  our  own  coast 
against  the  smugglers,  and  why  should  we  expect  other  results  abroad? 
But  the  feet  is,  there  is  no  analogy  between  the  two  cases — ^between 
watches  ranged  along  the  line  of  import^  with  power  to  seize  contra- 
bandists and  their  goods  as  they  approach  the  coast,  and  a  force  stationed 
off  the  place  of  export ^  empowered  to  seize  the  offenders  on  their  leaving, 
as  well  as  on  their  approaching,  the  coast.  As  well  might  we  compare 
the  conventional  illegality  of  the  one  with  the  essentia)  wickedness  of  the 
other.  I  am  glad  to  be  borne  out  by  Sir  Charles  Hotham  in  the  opinion, 
so  contrary  to  the  general  impression  by  those  ignorant  of  the  subject  in 
this  country,  that  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passsCge  are  not  increased  by 
the  proceedings  of  our  preventive  squadron.  But  the  following  testimony 
from  Mr.  Consul  Kendall  is  still  more  valuable,  as  he  has  not  only  had  ex- 
perience of  the  trade  at  the  present  time,  but  was  an  eye-witness  of  it 
formerly.  In  his  letter  to  Lord  Palmerston,  dated  last  December,  he  states 
as  follows: 

"  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  admit,  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  sufferings  en- 
dured by  the  slave  in  the  middle  passage.  This  evil  has,  unfortunately,  ex- 
isted too  long,  and  been  narrated  too  often,  to  be  at  this  date  doubled.  It  is, 
however,  a  great  mistake  to  ascribe  all  the  existing  misery  to  the  system 
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pfursued  by  the  English  squadron  to  put  down  the  export  tra£Sc.  Did  not 
the  same  evils  exists  the  same  loss  of  life,  the  same  crowding  of  the  hold^ 
the  same  scanty  supply  of  provisions  and  water,  the  same  amount  of  sick- 
ness, filth,  and  stench,  in  the' slave  ships  of  Spain  and  Portugal  (which 
includes  Brazil)  at  the  period  when  they  were  quietly  carrying  on  the 
slave  trade  without  any  annoyance  from  the  British  cruisers,  and  keeping 
their  dealings  within  the  limits  of  treaties?  Most  certainly  it  was  the  case^ 
and  the  facts  can  be  proved  by  a  reference  to  the  records  describing  the 
state  of  the  first  prize  slave  vessels  brought  into  Sierra  licone  belonging  to 
those  nations.  I  was  an  eye-witness  to  such  scenes  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  abolition,  and  had  plenty  of  opportunities  of  observing  the  state  in 
which  these  vessels  were  always  found,  and  can  therefore  speak  to  the 
facts  I  have  stated.  The  same  miseries,  therefore,  having  existed  durins 
a  period  of  legitimate  trade,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  same  evil^  should 
accompany  the  same  trade  when  carried  on  under  a  system  of  contraband. 

"To  ekicidate,  however,  the  question  further,  I  will  suppose  that  the 
miseries  of  the  middle  passage  were  the  natural  consequence  of  the  Eng- 
lish squadron's  measures,  and  therefore  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  relax 
some  of  the  existing  regulations,  to  admit  a  free  exportation  of  the  African, 
under  the  impression  that  by  so  doing,  matters  during  the  passage  would 
be  improved  thereby.  To  do  so,  however,  would  be  committing  a  sad 
mistake,  because,  in  sach  a  case,  100  slaves  would  be  then  shipped  where 
only  one  now  takes  place;  consequently,  99  more  per  cent.,  of  misery 
would  be  added  in  marching  to  the  coast,  and  in  the  kidnapping  and 
war&re  which  always  prevail  upon  an  increased  demand  for  slaves,  and 
which,  when  summed  up,  from  cruelties,  from  starvation,  from  thirst, 
and  from  fatigue,  would  amount  to  &r  beyond  anytfiing  that  now  exists 
in  the  middle  passage. 

"To  charge  the  acts  of  the  British  squadron  with  the  miseries  existing 
in  the  middle  passage,  because,  forsooth,  the  trafiic  is  contraband,  is  in- 
correct, the  same  evils  having  existed,  almost  ta  the  same  extent,  when 
the  slave  trade  was  legitimate,  and  therefore  of  long  standing.  It  is,  how- 
ever, a  great  and  unfortunate  evil  that  the  African  should  be  doomed  to  a 
life  of  continual  toil,  privation,  and  misery,  from  the  period  of  being  torn 
from  home  and  the  ties  of  youth;  to  an  instalment  upon  some  sugar  plan- 
tation in  America.  I  know  not  which  epoch  of  transition  is  the  one  in 
which  he  suffers  the  most;  and  although  her  Majesty's  government  are 
not  in  a  position  to  interfere  in  his  behalf  to  ameliorate  his  condition  during 
the  middle  passage,  they  can,  nevertheless,  effect  an  immense  deal  for 
him  before  embarcition  and  after  crossing  the  Atlantic.  The  princes, 
chiefs,  and  headmen  in  Africa  would  no  doubt  listen  to  any  suggestions 
made  to  them,  and  an  appeal  to  the  Spanish  and  Brazilian  governments 
might  have  a  good  effect.*' 

The  number  of  vessels  recommended  by  the  five  British  naval  oflScers 
who  were  examined  before  the  Due  dc  Broglie  and  Dr.  Lushington,  in 
1846,  was  37,  viz:  26  sailing  vessels  and  11  small  steamers.  This  opin- 
ion was  given  without  any  reference  to  the  employment  of  French  ves- 
sels. The  combined  English  and  French  squadron  since  employed  has 
amounted  on  an  average  to  44  vessels — namely,  22  of  each  nation;  but  Sir 
Charles  Hotham,  in  his  letter  to  the  admiralty  of  the  I7th  August,  1848, 
says,  that  <^  it  is  a  &llacy  to  suppose  that  the  French  render  us  any  assist- 
ance.   They  are  generally  in  harbor,  or,  if  at  sea,  confine  their  visits  to 
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their  own  ships.  Since  October,  1846;  they  have  not  detained  a  vesed 
on  suspicion  of  being  engaged  in  the  slave  irade."  It  is  not,  however, 
from  any  unwillingness  to  act,  but  owing  to  the  French  government  not 
being  able  to  empower  their  vessels  to  search  Brazilian,  Spanish,  or  Por- 
tuguese vessels;  and  to  the  fact  that,  excepting  with  ourselves,  they  ha?e 
no  treaties  with  other  nations  for  the  suppre^ssion  of  the  slave  trade p  that 
their  vessels  have  been  enabled  to  do  nothing  more  than  to  guard  th^ 
own  flag  from  contamination  with  the  slave  trade,  and  they  no  doubt  ha?e 
done  this  eflFectually. 

Twenty-two  vessels  only  have,  therefore,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
been  employed  since  1845  as  the  preventive  force  on  the  west  coast,  in- 
stead of  37,  the  number  recommended.  I  was  one  of  the  oflSicers  who 
named  that  number;  and  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  this  force  ought  to  be 
employed,  for  a  time  at  least,  on  the  west  coast,  unless,  indeed,  the  aux- 
iliary screw  be  applied  to  the  sailing  vessels,  which  would  allow  of  their 
number  being  diminished. 

In  increasing  our  force,  however,  from  22  to  37  vessels,  no  additional 
expense  need  be  incurred,  for  a  much  smaller  class  of  vessels  would  be 
better  than  any  of  the  present  cruisers;  and  the  fastest  of  the  captured 
slave  vessels  would  very  often  prove  to  be  the  very  vessels  we  required) 
and  would  answer  the  purpose  as  well  in  regard  to  economy  as  efficiency. 

Such  vessels  would,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  service,  be  commanded 
by  lieutenants;  but  officers  of  higher  rank  might  be  appointed  to  them, 
should  their  coast  experience  render  it  advisable,  the  admiralty  having  it 
in  their  p()wer  to  rate  vessels  according  to  the  rank  of  the  commander. 

The  nature  of  the  service,  both  as  to  climate  and  the  impossibility  of 
pbtaining  proper  recreation  on  shore,  requires  some  inducement  to  be 
held  out.  Increased  pay  might  be  given;  and  tonnage  money,  to  the 
exclusion  of  head  money.  Promotion  might,  also,  well  be  given  every 
year  to  a  certain  number,  as  on  the  coast  guard  at  home,  but  to  a  much 
greater  extent.  The  station  has  for  a  Ions'  time  been  unpopular  with 
officers,  notwithstanding  its  being  a  field  of  uncommon  emulation  and 
enterprise;  and  this,  there  can  be  no  doubt,. arises  from  the  small  hope  of 
promotion  held  out. 

I  have  calculated  that  about  half  of  the  thirty-seven  vessels  which  I 
recommended  would  require  to  be  stationed  north  of  the  line ;  the  other 
half  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  the  southward.  This  is  a  large  force;  but 
it  would  gradually  be  reduced  as  the  coast  became  clear  of  slave  vessels. 
Even  were  no  higher  objects  contemplated  than  the  increase  of  British 
commerce,  the  expenditure  now  required  for  the  largest  squadron  ^would, 
in  a  few  years,  be  amply  repaid  by  the  extent  of  resources  eventually 
brought  into  connexion  with  British  enterprise  and  science.  But  England 
has  a  higher  principle  at  stake  to  urge  her  forward  in  her  glorious  struggle 
for  the  liberties  of  the  oppressed  population  of  Africa;  and  I  trust  the  gov- 
ernment of  our  country  will  never  consent  to  a  compromise  of  that  prin- 
ciple, by  a  compliance  with  suggestions,  (however  honestly  intended,) 
which  would  even  so  much  as  tolerate  a  traffic  in  human  creamres— a 
traffic  as  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God  as  to  the  rights  of  man,  and  involviof 
no  less  disgrace  to  the  nation  which  pursues  or  allows  it,  than  misery  tif 
the  many  thousands  that  anj  its  victims. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  dear  lord,  faithfully  yours, 

HENRY  DUNDAS  TROTl^R, 

Captain  Royal  Navy. 
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Letter  from  ^  Rep^  H.  Tbtmsendtt^  CagpiaiH  Troiter. ' 

2  HilUM  Pla69  St.;  Sidweli«'s, 
.        .  Exeter^  January  3ly  184^9. 

•  JMt  DfiAR  Sir:  Iu  answer  to.  yoar  request,  I  hasten  to  state  what  I 
cx>neeiye  to  be  just  reasons  jfor  the  contiuuaoce  of  the  cruisers  ou  the 
Goast  of  Africa^  to  prevent  and  supfM^ss  tho  slave  trade. 

The  reasons  given  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  squadron  are>  I  under- 
stand, these^^-its^expensiveness,  its  uselessness^and  the  increased  horrors 
of  the  middle  pasfetge  consequent  on  the  employmem  of  force  for  its  sup- 
pression; 

1.  The  expense  of  the  African  squadron  seems  to  many  an  unwar- 
lantable  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  Those  who  think  so  seem 
not  to  consider  the  slave  trade  iu  the  light  of  a  moral  evil,  entailing  guilt 
upon  those  engaged  in  it^  and  upon  us  who  formerly  engaged  in  it;  but 
it  is  the  duty  of  Christian  men  to  view  it  through  the  light  of  Divine 
Truth.  Political  economists  of  the  present  day  think  we  have  done  all 
that  could  reasonably  be  expected  ot  us  to  wipe  away  the  stain  on  oxit 
national  character,  and  that  the  twenty  millions  paid  for  the  emancipatiojfi 
of  the  slaves  held  by  British  subjects  did  it.  But  we  can  have  but  ^  po5r 
estimation  of  the  ^vile  inflicted  upon  mankind  by  us  in  the  slave  trade, 
if  we  think  a  sum  of  money ^«  however  large,  will  compensate  for  th^n. 
A  slight  examination  of  the  evils  we  have  inflicted  upon  mankind  by  it 
will  prove  thi^.  For  about  two  centuries  and  a  half  England  was  a  pur- 
chaser of  slaves.  As  a  purchaser  of  slaves  she  offered  a  bribe  which  has 
been  the  cause  of  the  most  horrible  wars j  murders,  cruelties,  the  destruc- 
tion of  towns,  and  of  whole  countries;  and,  indeed,  of  inflicting  unheard- 
of  emelties  upon  one  portion  of  the  human  family ^and  this,  I  repeat  it, 
through  a  period  of  200  and  300  years.  Through  ttie  same  period,  too, 
she  often  inflicted  upon  slaves  in  her  own  colonies  cruelties  that,  had 
they  been  perpetmted  by  any  other  than  those  called  civilized,  would 
have  stamped  them  as  beitigs  most  degraded,  most  barbarous*  Could 
God,  who  has  taught  us  to  love  each  other,  to  do  unto  others  aa  we  would 
they  should  do  unto  ns,  look  upon  our  horrid  barbarities  without  (as  the 
Governor  of  the  Universe)  judging  us  for  our  cruelties?  Did  the  blood 
of  one  ma»  ascend  up  to  God  and  cry  for  vengeance,  and  shall  the  blood 
of  thouaands  and  thousands  of  the  African  race,  for  which  England  is 
responsible,  be  silent? 

Now,  consider  what  we  have  done  nationally  to  wipe  away  the  stain  of 
this  great  sin;  twenty  millions  were  paid*  to  emancipate  those  enslaved  in 
our  colonies.  This  was  an  act  of  justice,  not  mercy,  at  some  persons  . 
suppose;  for  they  were  not  our  slaves  because  of  any  crime  done  against 
ue,  but  they  or  their  fathers  were  unjustly  and  most  crueUy  kidnapped 
and  torn  away  from  thenr  native  land.  In  other  words,  we  »iole  ihem 
from  their  fa theriand,  where  they  dwelt  in  peaceful  security,  slaying  those 
who  resisted  us,  and  without  pity  turning  their  country  into  a  wilderness. 
He  who  oflers  to  another  a  price  to  take  away  life  or  liberty,  is  as  guilty 
of  taking  away  that  life  or  liberty  as  if  the  act  were  perpetrated  by  hia 
own  hands,    in  this  way,  England  is  guilty  of  the  blood  of  millions. 

By  paying  twenty  millions  of  money  to  purchase  the  liberty  of  those 
held  in  slavery  in  her  cobnies,  she  acknowledged  her  national  guilt,  and 
showed  a  sincere  dadra  to  compensate  for  the  wrongs  she  had  done.  But 
Ex— 6 
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is  this  all  ?  Justly,  we  cmght  to  restore  the  villages  vre.  hare  destroyed; 
give  peace  where  out  bribes  have  made  war;  soothe  the  somws  of  the 
childless^  of  the  motherless,  and  of  widows^  made  so  by  oar  acts.  This 
we  have  not  done.  There  remains,  therefore,  an  immense  debt  doe  to 
injured  Africa  for  wrong  committed  against  her. 

We  have  helped  to  introduce  a  system  of  foreign  slavery  into  Aiiica. 
We  have  made  slave  wars  so  common  that  they  cease  to  be  looked  upon 
as  unjust.  More  than  this,  by  purchasing  slaves  in  Africa  with  our  own 
produce,  we  have  made  the  stave  tmde  in  Africa  necessary  in  oarder  to 
procure  the  necessaries  of  life;  ai^d  we  Imve  made  Africans  the  instra- 
ments  of  inflictiiig  all  these  wrongs  upon  their  own  country.  Thus  wc 
have  not  merely  inflicted  a  physical  evil  upon  Africa  and  her  peofde^  but 
a  moral  one  also;  and  we  shall,  never  cancel  the  debt  due  to  her  until  we, 
at  all  Invents,  change  that  system  which  we  have  assisted  to  introdiioa 
amongst  her  people. 

Some  seek  to  justify  the  wrongs  inflicted  upon  Africa<r  by  saying  that 
her  children  are  barbarians,  too  indolent  to  work,  and  incapable  of  ac- 
quiring knowledge.  Were  this  true — which,  indeed^  it  is  not — ^it  coqU 
not  justify  the  smallest  wrong  done  them.  Their  want  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  one  true  God  laid  them  open  to  temptation,  and  we  took  advantage 
of  their  weakness.  Instead  of  teaching  them  what  we  professed  to 
know,  Christianityj  we  made  them  tenfold  more  barbarous  than  they 
were  before.    Africa  was  weak,  and  she  became  the  prey  of  the  strong. 

To  uproot  the  system  which  we  have  helped  to  introduce  is  clearly  a 
duty,  and  clearly,  too,  a  difficult  and  expensive  one  to  perform.  'Rie 
fault,  however,  is  ours;  we  are  the  guilty  parly;  we  are  debtors  to  in- 
jured Africa;  and,  although  the  sum.  annually  spent  to  cancel  our  debt 
seems  large,  yet,  wlkn  compared  with  the  monstrous  evils  inflicted  by 
us  in  times  past,  it  is  but  a  trifle.  Should  it  even  cdst  ten  times  more 
than  it  does,  our  duty  remaiivs  the  same — to  make  every  sacrifice  in  order 
to  amend  the  evils  we  have  inflicted  upon  an  unoflending  people. 

Our  annual  expenditure  towards  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  is 
not,  therefore,  a  gratuitous  act  of  kindness  and  betoevolence  that  we  may 
at  any  time  forego;  but  is  justly  due,  to  undo  the  wrongs  we  have  done. 

2.  Some^  however,  say  that  because  the  efibrts  hitherto  made  have 
not  suppressed  the  slave  trade,  we  should  abandon  the  means  hitherlo 
used;  and  they  seek  to  strengthen  their  position  by  stating  that  the 
means  employed  have  increased  the  horrors  of  the  slave  trade,  at  the 
same  time  that  they  have  foiled  to  suppress  it.  In  this  way,  many  seek 
to  do  away  with  the  preventive.squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

That  the  preventive  squadron  has  not  yet  accomplished  its  work,  is 
rdost  true;  but  it  has  done  far  more  towards  it  than  objectors  gencnrally 
allow;  and  it  is  not  so  likely  ultimately  to  fail  as  they  desire  to  prove. 
What  has  not  been  done  has  been  most  prominently  brought  forward, 
and  what  has  been  done  is  passed  over  as  of  no  value. 

It  is  of  importance,  therefore,  to  consider  what  has  been  done  by  the 
preventive  squadron  towards  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

By  the  employment  of  this  expensive  squadron,  we  have  shown  to  Ae 
world  the  sincerity  of  our  repentance  for  having  engaged  in  the  slave 
-trade.  Who  can  say  that  this  has  made  no  good  impression  upon  others 
.en^ed  in  it?  Its  very  expensiveness  has  demonstrated  our  sincerity,* 
itsliaving  been  a  costly  sacrifice  has  proved  more  tmly  than  any  od)k 
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means  could  bare  done  that  England  is  in  earnest.  Had  England  been 
t^oQtented  with  bare  profession,  mere  exclamations  of  just  horror  at  the 
barbarous  traCBc,  others  might  have  been  equally  liberal  with  words;  but 
who  would  have  moved  to  act?  Mere  treaties  cannot  suppress  the  trade^ 
eny  more  than  laws  on  the  statue  book  can  suppress  crime;  but  the 
cmisers,  as  instrumems  of  carrying  out  the  law  of  nations,  have  made 
the  guilty  participators  in  crime  ieel  that  England  is  determined  io  sup* 
press  it. 

The  pr^venti^  squadron  has  liberated  thousands  of  poor  captives  who 
would  otherwise  have  pined  in  hopeless  slavery  and  exile. .  They  have 
been  brought  together  and  placed  under  the  influence  of  Christian  truths; 
and  thousands  of  those  thus  liberated  have  become  Christians,  and  thus 
have  been  made  doubly  free.  This  could  not  have  been,  had  not  our 
cruisers  first  delivered  them;  for  how  could  we  have  appeared  in  Africa 
as  messengers  of  the  gospel  of  peace  with  the  stain  of  so  many  wrongs 
inflicted  upon  Africa  by  us?  or  how  could  we  have  followed  the  captives 
io  the  land  of  slavery  and  taught  them  there,  even  had  there  been  no  law 
nor  custom  to  prevent  us?  The  subject  of  so  many  wron^^s  would  justly 
tell  us  to  go  and  learn  the  first  principles  of  humanity.  Christian  teachers^ 
however,  find  that  the  truths  they  teach  the  liberated  Africans  come  home 
with  a  double  force  to  their  hearts,  because  they  feel  that  England,  by 
her  cruisers,  liberated  them,  and  thus  taught  them,  by  her  practices,  the 
goodness  of  the  religion  she  professes.  Thus  England  has  obtained  a 
moral  influence  upon  the  Africans  liberated  by  her.  And  who  shall  say  to 
what  this  influence  may  lead?  Divine  Providence  of  late  has  shown  us 
how  this  influence  may  extend  itself  and  be  the  most  important  auxiliary 
in  slave  trade  suppression.    This  I  will  not  now  endeavor  to  explain. 

Many  persons  have  thought  that  the  ne^ro  race  were  insensible  to  the 
good  we  were  desirous  of  doing  them,  and  their  not  co*operating  with  us 
was  regarded  as  a  proof  of  their  being  beyond  moral  impressions.  But 
the  real  cause  of  this  apparent  insensibility  has  been  discovered.  The 
slave  traders,  afraid  of  the  results  that  might  follow  the  truth  being  made 
kn6wn,  have  spread  a  report  that  the  English  cruisers  were  pjiratical  ves- 
sels, and  that  Englishmen,  being  poor,  were  obliged  to  subsist  on  plun- 
der. Thus  it  was  not  known  in  Africa  beyond  the  coast,  even  if  there, 
that  England *s  object  was  Africa's  deliverance.  The  effect  of  this  &Ise 
report  has  (at  all  events,  in  one.  part  of  Africa)  been  entirely  dissipated — 
tan^ble  proo&  to  the  contrary,  in  God's  providence,  having  been  ex- 
hibited. 

Some  of  the  liberated  Africans  in  Sierra  Leone — ^people  of  the  Egba 
tribe,  a  pirt  of  the  Yomba  nation — ^by  some  means  or  other  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  possibility  of  their  returning  to  their  native  land,  though 
upwards  of  a  thousand  miles  distant.  A  few  first  went  as  pioneers,  and 
their  arrival  at  Abbeokuta  was  welcomed  by  the  most  lively  joy. — (See 
note  a,  p.  90.)  Then,  for  the  first  time,  the  people  of  that  country  became 
acquainted  with  these  facts:  that  all  white  people  were  not  slave  traders, 
and  that  the  English  sought  to  suppress  the  slave  trade.  The  humanity 
of  the  English  nation,  thus  demonstrated,  caused  Englishmen  to  be  there 
regarded  as  almost  more  than  mortal-*— to  use  the  natives'  own  expres- 
sion, "people  that  live  nearer  to  God  than  any  other  people." 

The  respect  felt  for  Englishmen  was  manifested  in  the  most  lively 
manner  when  Abbeokuta  was  afterwards  visited  by  the  Rev.  S.  B.  Free- 
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man^  of  the  Wesley  an  Mtmonary  Sociafy^  and  also  when  visited  by  nqr- 
self. 

Subsequently^  when  I  went  to  reside  there^  the  same  respect  was  shown 
to  me^  and  those  with  tnei  by  the  whole  town;  ehie&  and  people  together 
did  what  they  could  to  show  their  attachment.  When  a  public  meeting 
was  held  to  receive  us  formally,  and  to  give  us  a  residence  among  them, 
one  of  the  chie6  remarked:  ^' All  other  people  in  the  world  have  said  that 
the  Egbas  shall  be  destroyed:  Englishmen  alone  have  said  that  theEgbas 
shall  live,"  (referring  to  the  destruction  of  their  countij  by  slave  vrars^ 
and  the  deliverance  of  their  people  by  the  cruisers;)  "therefine,  whatever 
the  English  teach  us  to  do^  we  will  do." 

It  may  be  thought  by  some  that  kidnapping  and  the  slave  trade  would 
cease  among  this  people  at  once^  and  that  we  ought  naturally  to  expect 
this  result.  Such,  indeed,  were  my  own  expectations  on  my  first  visit 
to  them;  but  I  have  since  lived  among  them  long  enough  to  see  that  my 
expectations  were  unnatural,  and  also  to  know  that  the  slave  trade  there — 
the  result  of  moral  depravhy — is  continued  as  a  means,  as  it  is^  in  point 
of  feet,  the  only  meaus,  of  obtaining  that  supply  of  European  merchandise 
which  has  been  made  necessary  to  the  peopIe^s  wel&re.  It  is  unnatural 
to  suiq)0se  that  the  slave  trade  will  be  given  up  by  the  Africans  white 
there  is  a  demand  for  slaves,  and  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  remains  the 
only  channel  by  which  their  wants  can  be  supplied.  We  ought  to  con- 
sider how  difficult  it  is  to  remove  a  moral  evil  of  such  magnitude^  and  so 
entirely  interwov^i  with  the  habits  and  necessities  of  a  people  as  the 
slave  trade  is  in  Africa.  To  r«Bove  moral  evils  in  our  own  conntiy,  with 
every  means  at  command,  is  found  to  be  a  slow  work;  and  how  much 
more  so  must  it  be  in  a  headien  <;ountry,  where  there  is  no  religion  to 
second  it.  I  have  been  present  when  a  law  has  been  passed  in  a  public 
assembly  of  chiefe  and  people  in  Abbeokuta^  convened  for  the  purpose, 
to  prohibit  all  slave  wars.  This  law  was  passed  with  acclamations;  and, 
within  a  very  short  time  afterwards,  the  law  was  violated,  because  the 
executive  was  too  wec^  to  compel  compliance  with  it.  Much,  however, 
is  gained  when  a  public  voice  gives  utterance  to  feelings  opposed  to  a  sys* 
tern  like  the  slave-trade  wars. 

When  the  chief  of  the  country  is  told  he  should  compel  his  peo{de  U> 
give  over  the  slave  wars,  he  replies:  ^^  It  is  impossible  while  Lagos  exists 
-as  a  slave  mart,  and  is  able  to  send  presents  to  the  evil-disposed  chie&  of 
my  own  town,  to  incite  them,  and  to  strengthen  them  to  perform  evil 
deeds;  and  while,  also,  Lagos  is  able  to  send  presents  to  neighboring 
tribes  to  make  war  upon  us.'' — (See  note  A.)  When  pressed  to  give  over 
the  trade  in  slaves  the  common  reply  of  chiefs  and  people  is:  ^'  White  men 
will  only  sell  their  goods  for  slaves;  if  white  men  would  take  our  cotton, 
indigo,  or  anything  else  we  have,  we  would  gladly  trade  with  these  thii^ 
instead  of  slaves." 

I  visited  the  form  of  the  chief  Ogubonna,  near  Abbeokuta,  and,  on 
looking  over  it,  I  observed  a  plot  of  ground  that  appeared  to  have  been 
recently  planted,  but  with  what  did  not  appear.  On  asking  the  chief 
what  he  had  planted  there  I  obtained  this  reply:  ^' Ginger;  by  which  I 
intend  to  prove  if  white  men  will  buy  ginger  instead  of  slaves."  On 
another  occasion  I  asked  the  chief  Laguba  (he  is  in  the  place  of  a  king, 
without  the  title)  what  sum  of  money  was  annually  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  tobacco  from  the  slave  traders.    He  replied:  '<  I  am  unable  to 
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ealcnlate  the  amount.^^  I  asked  agaiti:  ^'  What  would  you  do  if  English* 
men  were  to  send  vou  a  person  to  teach  your  people  to  cultivate  tobacco?" 
He  replied  he  wouJd  not  sell  slaves  to  purchase  it.  He  seemed  moved 
by  my  last  question,  as  if  a  new  and  bright  prospect  had  been  unfolded  « 
to  him;  but  another  thought  quickly  folio wedy  which  seemed  to  cloud  the 
opening  view,  and  to  which  he  thus  gave  utterance:  ^^  If  Englishmeai 
would  do  so,  do  not  let  it  be  known^  for  the  people  on  the  seaeoast  will 
use  every  means  to  prevent  his  entrance  into  the  country."  The  hope 
thus  raised  he  did  not  permit  to  pass  away  without  an  effort  to  obtain  tne 
desired  blessing;  for,  m  a  letter  which  he  addressed  to  the  Queen  of 
England,  he  made  it  one  of  his  requests  that  her  Majesty  would  send  him 
a  person  to  teach  his  people  to  cultivate  sugar,  tobacco,  d^c. 

It  is  obvious,  I  think,  that  in  obtaining  a  position  in  Abbeokuta  we 
obtain  a  position  in  the  heart  of  the  nlave  trade;  and  in  the  good  will  of 
the  people,  which  we  undoubtedly  have,  we  possess  the  means  of  extend* 
ing  civdization  and  Christianity,  to  the  destruction  of  the  slave  trade,  as 
well  as  of  all  other  evils  that  have  afflicted  Africa.  I  think  it  is  not  less 
obvious  that  the  first  tiuk  in  the  chain  of  providential  events  (as  far  as  we 
are  concerned  in  it)  that  has  brought  this  about  was  the  liberation  of  the 
peofde  of  the  Bgba  country  by  the  British -squadron.  Had  this  link  been 
wanting  I  cannot  see  how  the  succeeding  events  could  have  taken  place. 
I  conceive,  also,  that  to  be  in  a  position  to  obtain  moral  influence  io  Africa 
cannot  be  too  highly  valued;  aiad  this,  it  must  be  remembered,  has  been 
obtttined  in  one  part  tbratigh  the  excirtions  of  tlie  cruisers,  and  God  worki- 
tng  providentially  with  theui.  And  who  can  say  that  what  has  taken 
place  in  one  part  of  Africa  shall  not,  by  a  similar  instrumentality,  take  - 
place  in  many  others  ?  It  is  only  for  England  to  continue  her  work  of 
justice  and  mercy  to  see  her  efforts  crowned  by  the  most  complete  success. 

I  should  noi  omit  noticing  one  act  of  service  rendered  us  by  the  cruisers* 
The  establishnient  ot  an  English  factory  at  Badagry ,  (see  note  c) — the  form- 
ation of  which  was  assisted  by  some  of  the  first  of  the  liberated  Africans 
who  returned  to  their  country— was  a  source  of  ^eat  annoyance  to  the  slave 
traders;  and  on  one  occasion  the  Europeaus  m  Badagry  were  desired  to 
leave  the  place,  as  the  slave  traders  would  not  come  because  Englishmen 
were  there.  Knowing  that  some  of  the  chiefs  of  Badagry  were  negotiating 
with  some  Brazilian  slave  merchants  to  come  there,  we  were  advised  by 
others  to  obtain  help  from  the  cruisers*  This  we  were  obliged  to  do;  and 
the  assistance  that  we  required  was  most  promptly  rendeved,  and  our 
dwelling  there  rendeied  secure.  Had  the  Brazilians  obtained  a  footing  in 
Badagry,  which  they  would  hav«  done  had  not  the  cruisers  interfered  for 
our  piotection,  we  should  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  place,  and 
the  only  place  open  to  us  for  access  to  the  interior  would  have  been 
closed. 

3«  As  an  offset  to  what  the  cruisers  have  done,  it  is  declared  that  they 
do  as  much  evil  as  good  by  increasing  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage. 
This  view  of  the  case,  were  it  true,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  contracted 
one,  and  would  be  equally  applicable  to  every  effort  used  to  suppress  vice 
by  punishing  it.     How  many  innocent  persons  have  suffered  on  the 

SiilowsJ  and  how  many  have  suffered  transportation  and  imprisonment! 
ut  would  any  one  infer  that,  becanse  such  events  have  taken  place,  no 
penal  efforts  should  be  made  to  suppress  vice?  But  it  is  a  historical  fact 
thai  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage  existed  when  every  nation  legalized 
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the  slave  trade.  The  slates  were  then,  accordingr  to  tfre  testhnony  of 
Talconbridge,  ^^  wedged  in  "  in  the  slare  ships  ^*  so  that  they  had  not  as 
much  room  as  a  man  in  his  coffin."  We  have^  also,  accounts  of  living 
slaves  having  been  thrown  overboard;  not  in  the  excitement  of  a  chase, 
but  more  savagely — ^under  a  prettmce  that  they  had  not  water  enough  for 
the  consumption  of  the  whole,  but  recdly  to  obtain  the  price  at  which  they 
were  insured.  Knowing,  therefore,  that  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage 
existed  before  a  single  cruiser  was  sent  to  prevent  the  slave  tiade,  it  is 
most  iinjust  to  charge  the  preventive  system  with  themf  indeed,  the  hor- 
rors of  the  middle  passage  are  but  a  part  of  the  cruel  system  of  trading  in 
human  beings,  although  they  may  be  occctsionalfy  increased  by  die  pre- 
ventive system. 

One  instance  of  horror,  given  in  evidence  b^bre  a  committee  bf  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  related  at  an  anti-slavery  meeting,  as  an  instance 
of  ope  of  the  results  of  the  preventive  system,  was  to*  diis  effect:  That 
2,000  slaves  were  massacred  in  Lagos  because  the  dealers  were  unable  to 
ship  them.  This,  if  true,  would  be  the  strongest  proof  of  the  effective* 
ness  of  the  cruisers.  The  slave  traders  who  were  thus  obliged  to  destroy 
their  victims  would  surely  not  purchase  any  more,  knowing  that  they 
would  be  unable  to  ship  them.  But  I  have  the  strongest  reasons  for 
tlxinking  that  the  whole  story  is  a  mistake,  originating  in  a  rebellion  that 
took  pl&ce  in  Lagos  at  about  the  same  time  that  it  is  said  the  massacre  of 
slaves  was  perpetrated.  In  this  war  two  chiefi  fought  with  each  other  far 
nearly  three  weeks;  and  it  is  said  that  10,000  persons,  slaves  and  free- 
men, fell  in  the  conflict,  and  that  after  the  conflict  a  large  number  of  the 
prisoners  taken  by  the  conquering  chief  were  slain.  Living,  as  we  did^ 
near  Lagos,  and  hearing  all  the  news  of  that  town,  it  could  not  have  es- 
caped our  knowledge  had  2,000  slaves  been  destroyed  because  they  could 
not  be  shipped.  Such  a  tale  we  never  heard)  and  I  therefore  doubt  its 
correctness. 

The  advocates  for  the  removal  of  the  cruisers  profess  to  have  a  bettet 
scheme  in  view  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  Would  it  not  be 
better  for  them  to  leave  the  cruisers  to  pursue  their  allotted  task,  until,  al 
least,  the  value  of  the  new  scheme  be  tested  ? 

But  some  think  the  slave  trade  would  die  a  natural  death  if  left  to  pur- 
sue its  detestable  course  unmolested.  This  is  a  theoiy  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  crime,  as  novel  as  it  is  unjust  and  unchristian.  Would  those  who 
think  the  slave  trade  is  to  be  suppressed  by  permitting  it  to  be  carried  on 
without  a  check  like  to  have  the  principle  tested  in  England  first?  Would 
they  like  to  try  if  robbery  in  England  can  be  suppressed  by  permit^ng  it; 
expecting  to  see  the  market  so  glutted  with  stolen  goods  that  thieves 
would  become  honest  men  because  unable  to  sell  the  produce  of  their 
robbery  ?  The  cases  are  parallel:  slaves  are  stolen  men^  the  sale  of  slaves 
or  the  slave  trade,  is  a  txade  in  stolen  men;  a  glut  in  the  slave  maxket 
would  be  a  glut  in  stolen  men.  And  what  is  the  difference  between  rob- 
bery being  legalized  in  England  and  the  slave  trade  being  legaliaed  wher- 
ever it  can  be  pursued  ?  and  the  difibrence  between  sup[»ressing  robbeiy 
in  England,  by  permitting  it,  until  stolen  goods  shall  become  so  abundant 
as  to  produce  a  glut  in  the  market,  and  suppressing  the  slave  trade  by  per- 
mitting it  to  go  on  unrestrained  until  the  market  shall  be  overstocked  with 
•laves?  The  onlv  difference  is,  one  is  the  robbery  of  mere  goods^  and 
the  other  is  the  robbery  of  mankind,  whom  God  has  made  frea* 
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Those  who  wish  to  see  the  cruisers  witbdmwn  are  desirous^  doubllessi 
to  see  fair  and  legitimate  traffic  introduced  into  Africa;  but  it  must  be  re- 
vn^nbered  that  the  African  slave  trade  is  that  sort  of  trade  which,  fix>m 
its  nature,  must  destroy  all  fair  trade.  It  is  supposed  that  when  the  re- 
strictions upon  the  slave  trade  are  removed,  the  Jealousy  and  animosity 
shown  by  the  slave  trader  towards  the  English  trader  will  cease,  and  fair 
trade  wi(t  be  able  to  introduce  itself  into  haunts  of  the  slave  trade^  and 
destroy  it  by  the  superior  influence  of  honest  over  dishonest  traffic.  But 
when  this  thought  is  entertained,  it  is  forgotten  that  the  means  by  which 
fair  trade  is  carried  on  am  destroyed  by  the  slave  trade.  The  fair  trader^ 
we  might  stippose,  obtains  a  footing  at  Lagos;  he  there  dwells  without 
molestation  from  the  Brazilian  or  native  slave  dealer^  and  seeks  to  dispose 
of  his  merchandise  for  the  prodnce  of  African  soil.  We  can  further 
imagine  that  some  peaceful  negroes,  desirous  of  earning  their  subsistence 
honestly,  cultivate  their  ground  in  the  hope  of  selling  its  produce  to  the 
fair  trader.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  the  price  offered  by  the  slave 
merchant  for  slaves  has  influenced  other  negroes,  who  are  only  desirous 
to  make  haste  to  be  rich,  and  care  not  by  what  means  they  obtam  wealth. 
These  go  to  the  farms,  because  there  the  people  are  scattered  and  few,  and 
"when  their  opportunity  conies  they  fall  upon  the  farmers  and  make  them 
their  prey.  Herein  the  life  of  their  traffic  is  destroyed,  and  that  without 
lemedv.  The  honorable  merchant  dwells  in  the  same  town,  and  in  peace 
'With  the  slave  merchant;  but  what  is  the  advantage  of  it,  when  he  is  un* 
able  to  protect  the  honest  farmer's  life  and  liberty  while  pursuing  his 
peaceful  avocations?  I  need  not  bring  forth  proofs  of  this,  for  it  is  but 
the  natural  result  of  the  slave  trade;  but  I  will  relate  one  event  that  tc^pk 
place  in  Abbeokuta  to  illustrate  what  I  say: 

The  chiefs  and  people  of  Abbeokuta  passed  a  law  to  prohibit  kidnap- 
ping, under  the  most  solemn  sanction  of  their  most  dreaded  god.  One  of 
them,  however,  under  the  influence  and  in  the  pay  of  the  chief  of  Lagos, 
dissented,  and  in  about  three  weeks  afterwards  he  carried  war  into  a 
neighboring  and  peaceful  country;  then  followed  retaliation.  A  party  of 
the  aggriev^  pec^e  suddenly  attacked  the  feurme  of  the  people  of  Abbeo- 
kuta, and  msule  slaves  of  many  of  the  &rmers;  and  those  who  escaped 
were  obliged  to  abandon  their  farms  and  the  produce  they  hoped  to  raise 
en  them.  The  well-meaning  chie&  nf  Abbeokuta  were  obliged  to  look 
upon  this  in  silence;  they  had  not  sufficient  moral  or  physical  courage  to 
overcome  the  wrath  of  Lagos. 

If  the  slaveHrade  be  permitted  to  have  free  course,  what  an  impulse  will 
be  given  to  transactions  base  as  this  !  ana  how  thoroughly  will  the  desire, 
DOW  awakening  in  Africa,  to  be  free  from  this  vile  traffic,  be  crushed  !  and 
bow  vain  will  it  be  then  to  think  of  lawful  trade  !  Will  men  endanger 
their  lives  by  cultivating  the  soil  ?  Will  they  seek  the  palm  nut  in  the 
woods  when  they  know  a  price  is  set  upon  their  heads?  The  peaceful 
and  industrious  are  those  who  suffer  most  by  this  vile  trade,  those  whom  we 
could  hope  would  exercise  a  wholsome  influence  upon  the  habits  of  their 
weaker  and  misled  country  people;  and  in  the  destruction  of  these  there  is 
the  destruction  of  all  fair  trade.  I  may  here  remaric,  that  th<^se  who  wish 
for  the  withdrawing  of  the  squadron  had  no  personal  experience  of  the 
dangers  attending  a  residence  in  the  midst  of  the  slave  trade.  They  do 
not  contemplate  that  the  withdrawing  of  the  cruisers  would  (unless  God 
himself  ii^terpose^  which  we  have  no  right  to  expect  when  the  means 
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he  has  appointed  for  the  suppreaBion  of  evils  like  theee  axe  withbdd)  in- 
volve in  it  the  destruction  of  all  efforts  to  civilize  and  christianize  Africa* 
To  show  that  this  is  no  idle  fear,  I  will  relate  what  has  taken  place  to 
people  in  our  employ  while  engaged  in  their  lawful  business: 

A  man  named  Lewis^  employ^  by  us  as  a  messenger  and  carrier  be- 
tween BadaRry  and  Abbeokuta,  on  his  return  to  Badiagry,  was  attacked 
by  an  armed  band  of  kidnappers.  Some  of  those  travelling  with  him 
were  killed,  and  some  made  slaves;  but  he  and  one  or  two  more  escaped^ 
with  the  loss  of  their  property.  Another  individual  in  my  em^oy  seal 
by  me  to  Badagry  was,  with  the  party  with  whom  he  was  travelling,  at- 
tacked. Two  women  were  mortally  wounded ;  but  the  travellers  reaietad^ 
and  drove  away  their  assailants.  A  man  sent  to  me  in  Abbeokuta,  on 
his  return  was  kidnapped.  Some  women  who  were  occasionaUy  em- 
jdoyed  by  ua,  and  who  sometimes  lodged  in  my  house  in  AbbeokutSy 
were  kidnapped  on  one  of  their  return  journeys.  Our  messeuger,  Lewis, 
in  company  with  another  man,  while  bringing  letters  to  me,  was  pursued 
and  fired  at:  they  escaped.    The  same  party  the  day  befcNre  attacked  a 

Srty  of,  I  believe,  five.  One  of  those  who  escaped  of  these  five  was 
len  in  with  by  our  messenger,  weak  and  wounded,  and  was  assisted 
by  him  on  his  way.  Soon  afterwards  I  had  occasion  to  travel  the  same 
load,  and  providentially  arrived  safely.  But  a  party  of  twenty  that  HAf 
hvred  a  day  or  two  afterwards  were  attacked,  and  half  of  their  number 
never  reached  home.  On  my  return  journey ,  kidnappers  were  lurking 
about  for  us;  but  the  strength  of  the  party — about  six  hundred  persons — 
prevented  an  attack.  These  attacks  were  made  to  obtain  slaves.  They 
were  natural  results  of  the  slave  trade;  and  that,  too,  while  the  trade  is 
burdened  and  oppressed  by  the  preventive  squadron^  To  what  extent 
might  we  not  expect  these  .deeds  of  violence  to  be  carried,  if  the  check 
now  put  upon  the  slave  trade  were  removed  ?  The  removal  of  the  eruiaeis 
would  be  followed  by  such  a  rush  to  obtain  slaves,  that  a  price  wouid  be 
set  upon  every  man's  heed,  and  no  human  being  would  be  safe.  The 
personal  dangers  of  those  engaged  in  missionary  work  would  not  be  only 
those  comniion  dangers  which  beset  all  alike — such  as  I  have  related-^ 
and  increased  by  the  additional  impetus  given  to  the  slave  trade,  but 
would  involve  the  additional  danger  accruing  to  us  fiom  b^ng  left  te 
stem  the  current  of  iniquity  alone.  Our  danger^  I  must  repeat,  would 
not  be  the  common  danger  that  every  one  must  expect  fiom  living  in  a 
country  given  up  to  ruin;  but  it  would  be  a  danger  resulting  firom  tha 
opposition  that,  upon  principle,  we  must  make  to  the  vile  schemes  of  the 
white  slave-trader.  And  could  we  expect  to  find  mercy  in  the  hands 
of  those  whose  trade  is  crime — whose  only  check  would  be  what  they 
might  meet  from  us— when,  too,  our  own  country  has  confessed  her  tnabttity 
to  stem  tiie  torrent  of  their  iniquity?  The  more  successfiil  we  might  be 
amongst  the  natives,  the  more  surely  we  should  excite  the  oppositioB  of 
the  slave-trader,  because  we  should  thereby  be  successful  in  our  opposi* 
tion  to  his  traffic;  and  no  efiort  would  be  spared  by  him  to  remove  the 
objects  of  his  hatred.  Nowy  the  slave-trader  fears  to  give  the  cruisers  a 
just  cause  for  invading  his  mart.  He  knows  that  thej  wait  for  such  a 
cause,  and  would  be  but  too  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  it« 

Another  consideration  forces  itself  upon  us,  and  it  is  one  ei  no  mean 
importance  to  England,  inasmuch  as  the  moral  condition  of  British  subjects 
is  of  paramount  importance  to  her.    It  is^  How  are  British  subjects  to  bs 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


80  [76] 

mevenled  from  engaging  in  the  dave  trade  If  the  cruisers  be  retuored? 
Direct  participation  in  the  slave  trade  by  English  sailors  and  merchants 
has  been  prevented  by  the  squadron,  and  much  demoralization  to  them 
thereby  prevented;  but  what  check  would  remain  to  hinder  the  evil- 
disposed  of  our  countiymen  joining  heart  and  hand  in  this  traffic,  if  the 
cruisers  weie  removed?  One  or  two  cruisers  would  be  sent,  it  may  be^ 
to  watch  over  British  interests  in  the  African  seas;  but  what  could  tfaey 
do  to  prevent  British  participation  in  so  extensively  diffused  an  evil? 

Tbere  is  anotilier  consideration  that  should  not  be  forgotten.  The 
British  West  Indies  have  been  much  injured  by  admitting  the  produce  of 
slave  labor  into  our  markets.  How  much  more  would  they  be  injured-^ 
indeed^  would  it  not  be  attended  by  their  complete  ruin^f  the  present 
hindranr^  to  the  slave  trade  were  removed^  by  which  the  slave  is  of  n^ 
cessity  so  much  dearer,  and  the  produce  of  nis  labor  by  imtural  conse- 
quences, likewise?  If  the  slave  trade  were  free,  some  might  hope,  under 
the  plea  of  purchasing  slaves  in  Africa  in  order  to  liberate  them  in  the 
Wast  Indies,  to  partake  in  the  general  spoil;  but  it  cannot  be  credited  that 
4he  honest  and  humane  feeUngs  of  England  are  so  ftur  paralyzed  as  to 
permit  so  foul  a  blot  to  be  upon  her  ftiir  name.  England  may  be  de- 
ceived, may  be  mistaken,  for  a  time;  but  when  the  time  that  discovers 
the  mistake  comes,  reaction,  with  just  indignation,  will  follow. 

It  is  not  only  En^nd's  duiy  to  suppress  the  slave  trade,  but  her  best 
interest  likewise.  The  civilization  ot  Africa,  which  has  been  prevented 
by  the  slave  trade,  would  cause  millions  of  human  beings  to  become  con- 
sumers of  English  merchandise.  The  disposition  so  often  manifested  by 
the  negro — his  fondness  for  tawdry  finery — needs  but  to  receive  a  bias 
ftom  the  example  of  civilized  men,  U>  become  a  taste  for  the  conveniences 
find  elegancies  of  civilized  life.  I  have  seen  this  exemplified  in  my  inter* 
eonrse  with  them. 

The  chief  of  AU>eokuta,  who  has  shown  the  greatest  fondness  for 
£nery,  is  the  man  who  has  first  attempted  to  imitate  our  mode  of  builds 
ing  houses;  the  first  to  have  door- ways  to  admit  of  men  walking 
through  them  erect;  the  first  to  have  windows  for  light  and  air;  the 
first  to  floor  his  rooms  with  boards;  and  the  first  to  covet  glass  win- 
dows and  paint  for  his  house.  His  love  of  finery  is  here  seen  expending 
Itself  upon  objects  of  real  utility  and  comfort.  This  desire  for  articles  of 
utility  is  not  confined  to  a  man  or  a  class  of  men.  The  native  carpenter, 
seeing  the  superior  tools  used  by  the  Sierra  Leone  carpenters,  seeks  to  ob- 
tain them;  the  man  long  accustomed  to  see  planks  split  from  the  log  of  tim« 
ber,  desires  to  acquire  the  art  of  sawing  timber;  the  man  accustomed  to 
have  a  door  rudely  madeof  Aei^n  wood,  desires  to  have  on^  neatly  put  to- 
gether and  planed ;  a  bag  formerly  served  to  put  clothes  in — now,  boxes  are 
desired.  In  these  things  the  negro's  disposition  to  be  fine  above  his 
neighbor  puts  itself  forth  in-  the  most  desirable  objects.  Thus  we  can 
discern  how  Africa  may  become  a  market  for  English  merchandise. 

The  belief  that  so  universally  prevails  that  the  negroes  are  too  indolent 
to  exert  themselves  for  their  own  good,  is  one  of  the  errors  arising  out  of 
the  slave  trade.  Their  markets  are  supplied  with  all  the  necessaries  of 
life  in  abundance.  They  carry  on  a  very  extensive  international  trade^ 
and  at  a  great  risk  of  losing  liberty  or  life  in  it.  The  instances  already 
mentioned,  showing  the  danger  of  travelling  in  Africa,  prove  this.  These 
tilings  will  surely  show  that  they  are  not  so  indolent  as  people  are  led  to 
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believe.    What  better  proof  eao  be  rendered  of  industrious  hftUts  than 
market  always  stocked  with  the  necessaries  Of  life? 

When  a  country  like  this  is  torn  asunder  by  slave  wars,  and  wha 
people  like  these  are  dragged  into  slavery,  it  is  clearly  a  loss  to  the  com- 
mon welfare  of  mankind.  Had  they  but  liberty,  were  they  but  freefiom 
the  slave  trade,  they  would  raise  the  produce  of  the  soil  for  our  countty, 
and  take  our  manumctures  in  return;  but  their  efforts  to  raise  the  produce 
of  the  soil  being  constantly  thwarted  by  the  slave  trade  wars,  and  con- 
tracted for  want  of  a  more  extensive  market,  it  is  indeed  a  wonder  that  they 
arc  not  a  heart-broken,  dejected  peo^de,  subsisting  upon  the  barest  neces* 
saries  of  life. 

How  much,  too,  are  the  interests  of  mankind  wronged,  when,  to  make 
one  slave,  two  persons  are  destroyed.  One  slave  thus  becooKss  the  com- 
pensation fo»what  would  be,  but  for  the  slave  trade,  three  human  beiajp, 
producers  for  the  good  of  others,  and  consumers,  for  their  own  comfert 
and  welfare,  of  the  produce  of  other  countries — (See  note  rf.) 

Therefore,  I  conceive  that  England,  influenced  by  every  motive  that 
should  govern  the  actions  of  an  enlightened  nation,  should  continue-* 
nay,  redouble — ^her  efforts  to  suppress  the  slave  trade;  influenced  by  boo- 
tives  of  justice  to  undo  the  evils  in  which  she  has  participated;  by  motives 
of  humanity,  to  relieve  a  suffering  portion  of  mankind  from  the  bondage  of 
a  cmel  system;  by  motives  of  self  interest,  our  own  honest  trade  being  in- 
jured by  the  basest  monopoly  that  ever  existed;  and  by  love  to  God,  whose 
laws  are  constantly  broken,  through  this  ne&rious  trade. 

H.  TOWNSEND* 

P.  S.— I  am  aware  that  other  considerations  might  be  adduced  to  show 
how  unadvisable  it  would  be  to  withdraw  the  cruisera.  I  have,  however, 
only  brought  forward  those  which  have  presented  themselves  to  me  in  coa* 
nexion  with  the  morality  of  the  question,  and  such  as  have  forced  them- 
selves upon  me  in  a  personal  experience  of  the  working  of  the  slave  tmde  in 
Africa. 


NOTES. 

(a.)  Abbeokuta,  in  latitude  7°  8"  north ,  is  a  town  of  not  fewer  than  60,000 
inhabitants,  about  60  geographical  miles  from  the  sea,  and  56  from  Bada* 
gry.  It  is  calculated  that  3,000  liberated  Africans  from  Sierra  Leone  have 
proceeded  thither.  Churches  and  schools  have  been  built,  which  are  ifi 
charge  of  three  clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England ;  of  whom,  one  is  the 
writer  of  this  letter,  (now  at  home,)  and  another  is  the  Rev.  S.  Crowlher, 
a  native  of  the  Yomba  country.  When  a  boy  he  was  taken  to  the  coast 
as  a  slave,  and  shipped  in  a  slave  vessel,  which  was  seized  by  her  Majes- 
ty's ship  "Myrmidon,"  Captain  (now  Sir  Henry)  Leeke,  and  carried  to 
Sierra  Leone,  where  he  was  educated  by  the  Church  Missionary  Society. 
He  was  subsequently  brought  to  England,  and  ordained  by  the  bishop  of 
London.  Soon  afler  his  return  to  Africa  he  was  sent  to  Abbeokuta,  where 
he  had  the  happiness  to  discover  iiis  mother  and  two'  sistera,  a  brother, 
and  other  rclations,  afrer  ah  absence  of  about  25  yeara. 

H.  D.  TROTTER. 
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(&.)  Lagos,  in  the  Bight  of  Benin;  is  the  town  on  the  coast  which  is 
nearest  to  Abbeokuta,  being  about  50  miles  distant.  It  was  here  where  the 
first  party  of  hberated  Africans  landed  firom  Sierra  Leone.  They  met  with 
great  opposition  from  the  slave  dealers,  and  were  robbed  of  the  whole  of 
their  property  in  Lagos,  and  on  their  way  to  Abbeokuta,  by  the  Lagos 
people. 

TROTTER. 

(c.)  Badagry,  a  town  on  the  coast,  a  few  leagues  to  the  westward  of 
Lagos,  and  about  56  geographical  miles  from  Abbeokuta.  Most  of  the  lib- 
erated Africans  from  Sierra  Leone  landed  there  on  their  way  to  Abbeokuta. 
Clapperton  and  Lander  landed  here,  and  subsequently  the  two  Landers, 
on  their  several  journeys  into  the  interior. 

TROTTER. 

(d.)  On  this  point  Mr.  Townsend  was  asked  for  frirther  particulars.  In 
his  reply  he  stated :  '^  I  obtained  my  information  respecting  the  loss  to  Africa 
of  three  individuals  to  every  slave  employed  in  America,  from  Sir  T.  F. 
Buxton's  work,  ^The  African  Slave  Trade  and  its  Remedy.'    He  states, 

{>.  200,  that  out  of  ten  stolen  in  Africa,  three  only  become  available  for 
abc»r  in  America  after  12  months'  residence  there.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
this  result  is  correct;  but  to  be  within  the  mark,  I  say  one  in  three." 

Sir  T.  Buxton  arrived  at  this  conclusion  from  calculating  the  mortality 
consequent  on  the  seizure  in  the  interior;  march  to  the  coast;  detention 
there;  middle  passage;  loss  after  capture;  loss  after  landing,  and  in  season- 
ing. 

Mr.  Townsend  then  proceeds:  '^  There  are  collateral  evils  and  losses  that 
it  is  difficult  to  estimate;  for  instance,  polygamy  has  been  enormously  in- 
.creased  by  the  slave  trade,  and  with  it  the  births  of  children  have  enor- 
mously decreased.  That  polygamy  has  increased  needs  not  further  proof 
than  a  reference  to  the  well-known  fact,  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  slaves 
imported  into  America  are  males;  a  large  disproportion  of  the  sexes  must, 
therefore,  exist  in  Africa.  Two  instances  of  the  results  of  polycfamy  I  am 
enabled  to  give.  It  was  said  that  Sodeke  had  600  wives  and  200  chil- 
dren; thus,  200  children  are  to  represent,  in  the  next  generation,  these 
600  wives  of  Sodeke.  Saglura,  the  present  chief,  had,  it  was  said,  50 
wives,  and  I  could  not  satisfactorily  ascertain  that  he  had  as  many  as  10 
children;  indeed,  I  knew  but  one,  and  that  one  died;  I  heard  of  another, 
and  that  died  also. 

**  I  endeavored  to  ascertain  what  births  there  were  among  the  people  gen^ 
erally  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  wives,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  there  could  not  be  a  child  to  every  adult  person  in  Abbeokuta.  A 
large  number  of  women  had  no  children,  a  large  number  but  one  or  two, 
ana  a  large  number  had  lost  all  their  children  by  death.  One  woman 
came  to  me  for  medicine  for  her  infant,  her  sixth  child,  the  only  one  aliye, 
and  this  one  not  at  all  likely  to  live,  from  general  ti^tzkness.  To  show 
the  comparative  number  of  children  in  Sierra  Leone  and  Abbeokuta  re- 
spectively, I  can  only  refer  to  one  instance;  but  it  was  generally  remarked 
by  the  natives  that  the  Sierra  Leone  people  had  many  children.  Mr. 
Crowther  had  two  sisters  by  the  same  mother — one  nearly  his  own  age^ 
and  the  other  much  younger;  these  have  two  children  each,  while  Mr. 
Crowther  has  six.  I  think  the  same  general  result  would  be  obtained  could 
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I  get  correct  infinmation  of  a  laiger  ntmiker  of  instancf^.  The  cause  of 
all  this,  I  have  no  hesitatioQ  in  saying,  is  the  slave  trade;  for  among  is 
results  may  be  mentioned  polygamy,  gready  increased  sufferings^  piira* 
tions,  alarms,  anxieties,  labor,  and  other  evik.  These  surely  are  enougk 
to  affect  the  increase  of  the  population  of  any  country." 


I. 

Sailing  directions  along  the  coast  of  Liberia,  extracted  from  the  direct 
lions  of  the  Lords  Commissumers  of  the  Admircutyy  1849 

169.  Fro#fflanna  Point  the  coast  runs  nearly  in  a  straight  line  SE. 
\  E.,  for  about  60  miles  to  the  entrance  of  the  river  Gatlinas  ;  and, 
Slough  low  and  sandy,  it  is  free  from  shoals  and  steep-to,  with  very  regu- 
lar soundings  from  the  offing. 

The  action  of  the  surf  from  without,  and  of  the  current  of  Ae  riTen 
Gallinas  and  Solyman  fiom  within,  has  had  the  effect  of  tfirowing  up  t 
thin  barrio  of  sand,  five  or  six  miles  in  length,  and  of  thus  fonniDg  be*- 
tween  it  and  the  shore  a  long  narrow  lagoon,  widi  several  low  «andy 
islands,  now  covered  with  trees. 

One  or  two  shifting  openings  in  this  barrier  allow  the  escape  of  the 
river  water;  and  through  them  are  the  only  channels  by  which  boats  can 
communicate  with  the  lagoon  and  the  shore. 

The  principal  entrance  at  present  is  at  the  western  elbow  of  Kama- 
soun  island,  nrom  whence  a  narrow  channel  will  be  found  through  the 
surf  round  either  its  north  or  south  point,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  plan. 
The  soundings  from  the  offing  are  regular,  and  vessels  may  anchor  at  a 
mile  outside  the  above  island  in  seven  fttboms. 

Gallinas  was  long  notorious  as  a  slave  maiket,  and  the  former  estab* 
lishments  for  that  purpose  still  exist  on  the  south  point  of  the  nr&,  as 
well  as  on  Taro  island,  which  lies  close  to  its  entrance. 

The  Sob/man  has  the  a^jpeanmce  of  a  considerable  river;  but  at  the 
period  of  the  survey  it  was  inaccessible,  except  through  the  narrow  open^ 
ing  into  the  lagoon  already  mentioned.  A  small  wooded  island  stands 
conspicuously  in  its  mouth. 

Six  miles  to  the  southeast  of  the  Solyman,  we  come  to  the  entrance  of 
the  small  river  Manna,  which,  though  nearly  closed  by  sand  pits  finom 
both  sides,  affords  access  lo  boats. 

In  nearly  the. same  direction,  and  4^  miles  further,  is  Manna  Point, 
low  and  rocky,  with  many  scattered  rocks  both  above  and  under  water 
out  to  a  third  of  a  mile  from  the  shore. 

170.  Bight  miles  south  of  Manna  Point  is  Cape  Mount — the  coast  be- 
tween them  fonning  a  bay  about  two  miles  in  depth,  into  which  flow  the 
Sugury  and  Cape  Mount  rivers.  These  streams  have  their  entrances  al- 
most closed  up  by  long  narrow  strips  of  sand,  similar  to  that  fronting  the 
Gallinas  and  Solyman,  and,  like  them,  are  at  times  open  to  boats.  On  the 
shores  of  this  bay,  the  colored  American  settlers  from  Liberia  have  estab- 
lished several  small  factories,  principally  for  the  trade  in  cam- wood. 

171.  The  headland  of  Cape  Mount  consists  of  several  hills,  which  rise 
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to  tbe  height  of  1,060  feet  above  the  sea,  and  which  at  a  distance  have 
the  appearance  of  a  large  island.  The  western  pcnnt  of  the  cape  is  in 
latitude  6^  44'  25"  N.,  and  longitude  11®  23'  16"  W.;  and  the  base  of 
the  mountjfrom  thence  for  three  miles  to  the  southeastward ,  is  formed  by 
a  succession  of  rocky  points  and  small  sandy  bays.  There  the  coast 
again  sinks  into  a  low  continuous  beach  of  light  brown  sand;  one  uni- 
versal forest  prevailing  over  the  entire  face  of  the  country  up  to  the 
aummit  of  the  cape^  and  extending  without  intermission  to  Cape  Mesur- 
ado.  # 

About  half  way  between  these  capes  there  is  a  considerable  stream,  with 
the  quaint  name  of  Half  Cape  Mount  river;  but  in  the  dry  season  it  is 
quite  closed,  by  a  bank  of  sand  across  its  mouth.  Eight  miles  further, 
an  insignifioant  stream  is  dignified  with  the  name  of  the  Po;  and,  within 
four  miles  of  Cape  Mesurado,  there  is  a  wide  fine  river  which  is  called  after 
St.  Paul.  Hair  way  between  them  there  are  a  few  scattered  rocks,  which 
extend  out  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  beach.  Prom  the  south  point  of 
the  St.  Paul,  a  dry  sandy  spit  shoots  out  to  the  northwest;  and  from 
thence  a  shallow  bar  curves  mwards  towards  the  northern  shore,  leaving 
a  narrow  channel  for  boats,  with  seven  feet  in  it  at  low  water.  On  the 
banks  of  the  river  and  along  the  shore  there  are  several  native  villages 
and  some  American  factories^  as  well  as  a  large  settlement  at  Cald- 
well. 

172.  At  full  and  change  on  this  part  of  the  coast,  it  is  high  water  at 
4h.  45m.,  and  the  rise  of  the  tide  is  three  feet. 

173.  Three  miles  to  the  southward  of  the  St.  Paul,  the  river  Mesurado 
issues  from  behind  the  cape  of  the  same  name.  Its  entrance  is  rendered 
uncertain  both  in  depth  and  direction;  for  the  sand  banks  yield  alternately 
to  the  western  swell  and  to  the  heavy  fireshes  produced  by  the  periodic 
lains,  breaking  through  sometimes  close  to  the  foot  of  the  cape  and  some- 
times half  a  mile  to  the  northward,  but  generally  leaving  from  three  to 
nine  ket  on  tbe  bar.  Stockton  creek  affords  a  back  communication  for 
boats  between  these  two  rivers,  the  banks  of  which,  and  the  island  they 
include,  contain  several  thriving  villages  of  American  settlers;  but  the 
principal  establishment  is  the  town  of  Monrovia,  which  stands  on  the 
southern  side  of  the  Mesurado,  immediately  under  the  mount;  and 
which,  making  a  fair  allowance  for  the  reverses  that  occur  in  all  young 
colonies,  seems  to  offer  a  successful  issue  to  the  benevolent  experiment 
of  the  Colonization  Society  in  behalf  of  the  colored  population  of  the 
United  States. 

174.  On  full  and  change  days  of  the  moon  it  is  high  water  at  six 
o  Vlock,  and  the  rise  of  tide  is  3  feet  6  inches. 

176.  The  N  W.  point  of  the  peninsula  of  Mesurado  is  in  latitude  6^  1^ 
36"  N.^  and  longitude  10^  49'  30"  W.  it  stands  high  in  comparison  widi 
the  adjacent  land;  and  on  its  summit,  which  is  840  fbet  above  the  sea,  a 
ligh^hou^  has  been  erected,  exhibiting  a  revolving  light  of  a  red  color. 
It  atands  in  6^  W  16"  N.,  and  longitude  10^  4^  23"  W. 

Wood  and  water  can  be  procured  here;  but  k  is  necessary  to  obtain  the 
sanction  of  the  authorities  before  sending  Kroomen  for  the  former,  in 
order  to  avoid  any  trespass.  The  iBtna's  boats  watered  in  the  river, 
about  two  miles  up,  filling  their  casks  from  the  stream.  Fresh  meat, 
vegetables^  and  sundry  small  stores  are  occasionally  to  be  had  firom  the 
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settlers  at  the  town.  The  cape  is  ooin|io9ed  6f  rocks  covered  with  veg^ta^ 
tion,  and  is  steep- to;  but  the  soundings  aie  regular^  and  the  bottom  a 
fine  light-brown  sand. 

The  usual  anchorage  for  large  vessels  is  in  seven  iathoms,  with  the 
cape  S.  by  W.  ^  W.,  light-house  S.  1  W.,  and  the  middle  of  the  town 
SE-^S. 

176.  From  Cape  Mesurado  to  the  SB.  the  coast  line  is  formed  by 
sandy  beach^  and  the  whole  country  is  covered  with  forest.     At  nioa 

imiles  to  the  southeastward  from  the  cape  we  come  to  a  low  point,  round 
which  a  few  rocks  lie  scattered,  and  close  within  the  point  there  is  a  litde 
rising  ground.  From  thence  to  the  Junk  river  the  same  low  coast  con- 
tinues, with  some  back  water  between  the  trees  and  the  beach,  forming 
long,  narrow  lakes,  with  a  few  shallow  outlets  to  the  sea,  and  into  which 
several  rivulets  appear  to  drain  the  waters  of  the  adjacent  country.  Twq 
hillocks  lie  behind  the  largest  of  those  lagoons,  named  the  Crown  and 
the  Cock's  Comb.  Ten  miles  SSE.  1  E.  of  the  latter,  and  1 J  mile  from 
the  shore,  there  lies  a  rocky  patch,  called  the  Hoopers;  it  is  of  an  irregular 
form,  about  a  mile  in  length,  and  the  least  depth  of  water  on  it  is  2^  and 
3  fiithoms.  About  a  mile  and  a  half  further  to  the  SE^  there  is  another; 
but  very  small,  three- fathoms  patch,  from  which  Marshall  Point  bean 
KNE.  f  E.  1^  mile,  and  Bassa  Point  SE.  The  ground  immediately  round 
it  is  coarse,  and  in  some  places  foul;  but  inside  of  it  the  bottom  shoafa 
gradually  up  to  four  fathoms  at  the  steep  edge  of  the  bar  which  froiits  the 
Little  Bassa  and  Junk  rivers.  To  avoid  these  patches,  as  well  as  the 
Hoopers,  vessels  passing  along  shore  should  not  come  within  the  teo 
fiithoms  line. 

177.  From  Marshall  Point  a  tongue  of  sand,  partly  dry  and  partly 
covered  with  violent  breakers,  stretches  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the 
southward;  and  close  round  the  edge  of  these  breakers  the  entrance  to 
Junk  river  crosses  the  bar.  On  the  bar  there  are  only  four  feet  at  lov 
water,  and  the  channel  is  very  narrow,  but  inside  it  deepens  to  1^  and 
2  fathoms  by  steering  towards  the  eastern  shore  round  the  hook  at  the  ex- 
treme end  of  the  tongue. 

Marshall,  one  of  the  Liberian  setdements,  stands  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river  about  a  mile  from  the  bar;  and  abreast  of  it  there  are  three  and 
three  and  a  half  fiithoms. 

The  mouth  of  the  Little  Bassa  river  is  a  mile  SSE.  of  Marshall  Point, 
but  it  is  so  ejSfectually  blocked  up  by  the  prolongation  of  the  sandy  tongue 
from  that  point,  which  is  forced  into  it  by  the  action  of  the  surf,  that  it  is 
inaccessible  even  to  boats:  vessels  may  anchor  off  either  of  those  riveis 
in  seven  or  eight  fethoms  on  a  clear  bottom  of  sand  and  mud. 

Bassa  Point  is  a  little  rocky  cliff  thickly  wooded,  with  sandy  bays  on 
either  side.  Inland  from  it  ten  miles,  and  bearing  ENE.  4  E.,  there  is  a  re- 
markable hill  called  the  Saddle,  which  rises  1 ,070  feet  aoove  the  sea,  and 
appears  to  be  the  western  extremity  of  a  range  of  high  land  extending 
twenty-four  miles  in  a  SE.  direction  to  Mount  St.  John.  Nine  miles  lo 
the  SE.  of  Bassa  Point  we  come  to  Middle  Bass^,  where  there  is  anothet: 
Liberian  &ctory;  and  two  miles  farther  to  Long  Reef  Point,  so  named| 
from  a  barrier  of  rocks  which  stretches  along  shore  neariy  four  milesrj 
and  to  seaward  three  cable's  lengths.  The  ground  in  the  vicinity  b  dl 
foul^  and  about  S.  by  W.  ^  W.,  two  miles  from  the  point,  in  the  slreaal 
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>f  ten  falhoim^  there  is  a  sunken  rock  with  only  four  and  a  qoarteit 
bthoms. 

Between  Bassa  Point  and  Long  Reef  Point  there  are  some  pent  up 
waters  and  lagoons  at  the  back  of  the  beach^  and  about  one  and  a  half 
mile  from  th^  former  point  there  is  a  small  red  and  white  cliffy  which 
renders  the  spot  remarkable. 

178.  A  slighdy  inflected  coast,  wooded  throughout,  but  apparenrly 

populous,  reaches  fix>m  Long  Reef  Point  to  Grand  Bassa  Point  in  elevea 

miles.     Two  miles  and  a  half  short  of  the  latter  a  considerable  river,  the .  . 

St.  John,  and  two  smaller  streams,  the  Mechlin  and  Benson,  discharge 

themselves  through  one  opening  into  the  sea.    The  American  colonists  of 

Liberia  have  two  small  settlements  here,  Edina  to  the  eastward  of  the 

opening,  and  Grand  Bassa  on  the  opposite  bank.    As  usual  with  almost 

|il  the  rivers  on  this  coast,  the  entrance  is  blocked  up  by  a  very  shalbw 

bar,  the  least  dangerous  passage  over  which  is  close  to  the  sandy  shoulders 

of  Macdowell  Point.     Inside,  the  water  deepens  to  two  and  three  fathoms 

abreast  of  each  of  the  settlements.    About  a  mile  outside,  or  W.  by  S.  of 

the  opening,  there  is  good  anchorage  in  six  or  seven  fathoms  black 

mud;  but  further  to  the  westward  there  are  several  patches  of  foul  ground, 

and  one  dangerous  reef,  the  Niobe,  on  which  the  sea  breaks  furiously. 

Its  outer  edge  is  a  mile  off  shore,  and  bears  N\V.  by  W.  ^  W.  from  the 

southern  houses  of  Grand  Bassa  settlement,  so  that  vessels  standing  in 

should  not  bring  them  to  the  southward  of  ESE.  ^  E. 

To  the  southward  of  Macdowell  Point  the  shore  recedes  a  little,  form- 
ing Waterhouse  bay,  which  is  full  of  detached  rocks  and  Tee&.  The 
northernmost  of  them  (the  Snapper)  lies  half  a  mile  from  Waterhouse 
Point,  and  always  breaks. 

From  Grand  Bassa  Point  the  Dhouat  ridge  of  rocks  projects  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  to  the  northwest;  and  at  the  same  distance  farther  out,  a  sunk 
reef,  called  the  Yellow  Will,  assists  in  repelling  the  sea  from  the  little 
nook  called  Bassa  Cove.  The  Bissaw  river  runs  into  this  cove;  but  it  is 
an  insignificant  stream,  and  inaccessible  to  boats. 

179.  It  is  high  water  here  at  full  and  change  at  5h.  60m.,  and  rises 
four  feet. 

180.  About  five  miles  8SE.  ^  E.  from  Grand  Bassa  Point  we  come  to  To- 
bocannee,  a  lai^  native  village,  the  coast  in  the  interval  being  thickly 
wooded,  and  bounded  by  a  waving  Une  of  small  rocky  points  and  sandy 
bays.  Nearly  a  mile  beyond  the  village  the  land  assumes  the  shape  of  a  low, 
angular  point,  with  a  projecting  ree^  which  ends  in  a  detached  block  of 
stone  a  few  feet  above  water,  called  the  Tobocannee  Rock;  and  further 
out,  about  a  mile  west  by  south  from  the  point,  there  is  a  sunken  rock,  on 
which  the  sea  constantly  breaks. 

Continuing  to  the  southeastward  the  coast  is  in  general  rocky,  with 
some  sandy  bays  between  the  points;  and  these  are  fronted  by  numerous 
reefs,  which  extend  off  in  some  places  half  a  mile  from  the  shore,  but 
leaving  a  boat  channel  within  them.  These  reefs  reach  seven  miles  along 
the  coast,  as  far  as  Trade  Town;  but  their  continuity  is  broken  at  Young 
Sesters — a  place  with  which  trading  vessels  sometimes  communicate;  and 
the  same  opening  admits  boats  to  pass  inside  of  the  reefs  to  New  Sess 
river,  the  mouth  of  which  is  always  accessible  to  canoes. 

181.  Trade  Town  is  large  and  populous;  it  lies  on  the  western  bank 
of  a  small  river  about  four  miles  nom  Young  Sesters^  and  has  both  an 
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American  and  an  English  ftctorjr.  SSE.  fiom  that  place  nearly  two 
miles y  and  about  a  mile  from  the  shore,  there  is  a  single  detached^  rock 
on  which  the  sea  always  breaks. 

Little  CuHoh  river  is  small,  but  accessible  to  boats,  and  fresh  water 
may  be  obtained  there  fh)m  both  wells  and  springs;  and  at  the  town  there 
is  a  good  lantling  under  the  shelter  of  a  rocky  point.  Three  quarters  of 
B  mile  SSE.  of  the  town  and  a  longcable  from  the  shore  there  is  a  sunk<» 
rock;  and  further  on,  in  neaiiy  the  same  direction,  but  more  than  half  t 
•  mile  off  shore,  there  are  two  other  rocks,  with  an  inner  channel  of  three 
fitthoms.  The  coast  behind  these  rocks,  about  Monkey  Peak,  ris^  in 
locky  cliffs  to  forty  and  sixty  feet  above  the  sea,  with  huge  inr^ular  blodcs 
of  granite  on  the  beach,  over  which  the  sea  breaks  heavily. 

1S2.  The  entrance  of  Grand  Culloh  river  is  closed  by  roeks  and  sands; 
and  from  thence  the  shore  becomes  low  and  undulating,  with  a  coast-line 
formed  by  numerous  rocky  points  and  sandy  bays;  off  which,  at  distances 
varying  from  an  eighth  to  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  many  detached  rocks  will 
be  found,  but  with  a  passage  for  boats  inside  of  them.  Off  Errick,  close  to 
the  northwestward  of  Grand  Culloh,  there  is  a  targe  black  rock  from 
which  a  reef  runs  off  to  the  shore. 

183.  The  river  Tembo  is  a  small  stream  half  a  mile  to  the  northward 
of  Tembo  Pdnt,  and  is  only  at  times  accessible  to  boats.  There  is  a 
email  British  trading  factory  at  Tembo;  and  the  i^ace  is  easily  recognised 
by  Tobacco  Mount,  a  conical  hill  880  feet  high. 

From  Tembo  to  Grand  Cestos  the  coast  is  low  and  thickly  wooded, 
with  a  sandy  beach  and  some  straggling  rocks.  The  Pen  and  Manna, 
two  small  streams,  lie  in  the  above  space;  the  former  is  nearly  closed  by 
a  ledge  of  black  rocks,  but  canoes  can  get  in  and  out  by  keeping  close  to 
the  shore  on  the  western  side  of  them;  and  at  the  mouth  of  tlie  Manna 
may  be  seen  the  remains  of  an  old  factory. 

Three-quarters  of  a  mile  SSW.  of  the  Fen  there  is  a  rocky  patch, 
which  breaks;  others  lie  to  the  eastward  of  it,  and  the  soundings  are  very 
irregular  for  five  miles  between  them  and  the  Manna  rocks.  The  latter 
lie  more  than  a  mile  fix>m  the  shore,  and  show  themselv^  a  little  above 
water;  J[)ut  there  are  several  sunken  rocks  in  their  vicinity,  on  which  the 
sea  breaks:  one  bearing  N.  ^  W.  six- tenths  of  a  mile,  another  NE.  half  a 
mile,  a  third  E.  i  S.  six-tenths  of  a  mile,  and  others  more  than  a  mile 
S.  i  b].;  but  all  of  them  may  be  avoided  by  keeping  outside  in  the  stream 
of  twelve  fathoms. 

184.  Three  miles  beyond  the  Manna  rocks  brings  us  to  Cestos,  another 
Ldberian  settlement  for  enfranchised  slaves,  but  where  Mr.  Spence,  an 
English  merchant,  has  long  had  a  factory.  It  stands  at  the  entrance  of 
the  river,  on  St.  Geocge  Point,  from  whence  the  bar  curves  round  to  the 
northern  shore  witli  a  terrific  surf.  In  the  middle  of  the  bar  there  is  a 
patch  of  rocks,  which  divides  the  channel  into  two  parts;  but  in  neither 
of  them  are  there  more  than  nine  feet  at  high  water.  The  rainy  season, 
however,  poduces  ^uch  fluctuations  in  the  spits  which  project  from  the 
patch,  or  from  tlie  opposite  points,  that  it  is  always  advisable  to  employ  a 
native  to  pilot  the  boat.  After  crossing  the  bar  the  water  deepens  to  two 
and  a  half  and  three  fathoms,  but  again  shoals  when  past  the  narrows  vo 
one  and  a  quarter  and  one  fathom. 

In  Cestos  bay  the  soundings  are  irregular,  both  in  depth  and  qualityr 
^but  generally  consist  of  coame  brown  sand  or  black  mud;  and  conveokis 
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anchorage  in  five  and  a  half  and  six  fathoms  will  be  found,  tirith  St.  Cieoiga 
Point  SE.  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and  Cestos  Point  south.  .Wood 
and  water  may  be  easily  obtained  here. 

It  is  high  water  at  Fen  and  Ce$tos  at  five  hours  twenty  minutes^  and 
rises  four  feet. 

Off  Cestos  Point  there  is  much  foul  ground ;  a  broad  reef  projects  from 
it  of  half  a  mile  in  length;  a  single  rock,  with  three  feet  on  it,  lies  just 
outside  the  reef;  SSW.,  a  long  mile  from  the  pointy  a  schooxier  is  said  to 
hare  struck  in  eleven  feet,  though  five  fathoms  was  the  least  depth  the 
surveying  boats  could  find;  and  Spence  Rock,  on  which  there  are  two 
fiithnms,  and  the  sea,  therefore,  usually  breaks,  lies  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
W.  f  S.  from  the  point,  and  WS  W.  J  W.  from  the  factory.  The  reef  and  all 
these  rocks  are  the  more  dangerous  because  they  are  all  so  steep  that  the  lead 
can  give  little  or  no  warning.  The  plan  shows  their  positions  satisfao. 
torily ;  yet,  as  no  marks  have  been  given,  a  stranger  should  employ  a  pilot 
in  entering;  the  bay  for  the  first  time.  A  vessel  passing  along  the  coast 
may  avoid  them  all  by  keeping  outside  of  fourteen  fathoms. 

185.  From  Cestos  Point  southeastward  to  Rock  Cess  factory  the  coast 
Ibrms  a  sandy  bay,  but  interrupted  by  two  small  rivers— the  Pooah,  three 
and  a  half  miles  from  the  point,  and  the  Pobamo^  six  miles.  The  former, 
is  quite  closed  by  rocks  and  sand  in  the  dry  season,  but  during  the  rains 
it  is  entered  by  canoes.  The  Pobamo  carries  six  feet  water,  and  may  be 
entered  close  to  the  beach  on  the  NW.  side,  where  the  water  is  tolerably 
smooth,  being  there  sheltered  by  a  ledge  of  rocks  which  stretches  out 
fi'om  the  SB.  point  of  the  entrance  and  forms  a  kind  of  natural  breakwater. 
Outside  of  this  ledge,  and  reaching  all  the  way  to  Rock  Cess  fectory, 
with  a  passage  inside  of  it  for  boats,  there  is  a  broad  reef,  which  termi- 
nates about  a  mile  WNW.  of  the  mouth  of  the  Pobamo.  And  again:  out- 
side of  this  reef  there  are  several  rocks,  two  of  which  always  show;  first, 
the  Pobamo  Rock,  which  is  low  and  black,  the  end  of  the  breakwater 
ledge  bearing  from  it  E.  ^^  S.  one  and  two- thirds  mile,  and  adjacent  to  this 
Pobamo  Rock  there  is  a  small  sunken  danger  bearing  NE.  of  it  half  a  miie^ 
and  another  N  W.  1 N. ;  secondly,  the  White  Rock,  standing  eight  feet  above 
water,  and,  like  the  others  which  have  been  described,  steep*to  and  de- 
tached from  its  neighbors. 

A  small  river  ruus  into  the  sea  at  Rock  Cess  Point,  where  the  factory 
will  be  seen,  a  little  further  to  the  SE.  -,  and  a  mile  beyond  the  fectory, 
the  New  river.  The  intermediate  bay  is  sprinkled  with  concealed  rocks, 
though  boats  will  find  four  and  five  fathoms  between  them;  and  it  is 
slieltered  by  an  extensive  reef,  with  several  black  rocks  which  retain  theic 
Portuguese  name— the  Diabolitos.  Foul  ground  with  irregular  soundings 
reach  out  for  fully  two  miles  to  seaward  of  that  reef;  and  though  nothing 
less  than  three  fcthoms  was  found,  yet  on  the  two  patches  where  **4'' 
and  '<  5  "  are  inserted  in  the  chart  the  sea  was  seen  to  break. 

186.  A  mile  from  the  New  river  thei:,e  is  another  rivulet,  but  without  a 

Eracticable  entrance;  and  two  miles  further  a  long  spit  has  been  formed 
y  the  Broonee  river,  which  is  seen  over  it  running  in  a  parallel  line  tn 
.the  coast  for  upwards  of  a  mile  and  a  half.  In  the  rainy  season,  however^, 
the  freshes  occasionally  break  through  the  heel  of  the  8]!»t  and  convert  i% 
into  a  long,  narrow  island.  The  entrance  is  always  open  to  light  boal» 
and  canoes,  though  much  obstructed  by  rocks  and  sand^. 
There  are  aev^  rocks  off  the  Broonee^  both  above  and  uader  water: 
Ex.— T 
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the  most  consfHCUOUS  of  them  is  the  Bai  Yah,  standing  60  feet  above  the 
sea,  and  capped  with  dark  shrabs,  at  a  distance  of  a  long  mile  from  the 
shore. .  To  the  northward  of  it  there  are  three  sunken  patches  of  rocks, 
which  generally  break.  To  the  eastward,  between  it  and  a  factory  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Spence,  there  is  a  cluster  of  dry  rocks,  with  a  detached 
reef  more  to  the  southward,  and  outside  of  it  there  are  four  other  patches. 
The  first,  which  ifi  dry,  lies  half  a  mile  to  the  SW.  ^  W. ;  the  second  bears 
SW.  ^  S.  more  than  a  mile  distant,  and  of  some  extent,  but  part  of  it 
shows  above  water;  the  third,  bearing  W.  SW.  ^  W.,  and  nearly  a  mile 
and  a  half  off,  is  small,  but  carries  only  3  feet  waterj  and  the  fourth,  N W. 
by  N.,  not  quite  a  mile,  is  only  seen  by  its  breakers. 

To  the  eastward  of  Spence's  factory  the  coast  forms  a  sudden  bight, 
where  there  was  till  lately  a  similar  trading  establishment  called  Mur- 
ray's factory;  and  then,  after  passing  the  small  river  Coozoo,  and  two 
miles  along  a  straight  sandy  beach,  we  come  to  the  Sangwin,  which  is 
one  of  the  principal  streams  that  water  this  part  of  the  coast.  At  first  sight 
it  is  difficult  to  perceive  the  entrance,  as  a  long  ledge  of  rocks  from  the 
eastern  point,  and  a  high  sandy  spit  from  the  northern  point,  seem  both  to 
cross  over  to  the  opposite  shores;  but  a  reference  to  the  plan  will  show  that 
it  is  possible  to  carry  10  feet  water  into  the  river  by  keeping  in  the  best 
channel,  which  will  be  found  between  Wilson  point  on  the  east  and  the 
rocky  patch  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  westward  of  it.  The  channel  is  very 
narrow,  and  on  rounding  Wilson  point  it  deepens  to  five  &thoms  till  the 
narrows  are  passed. 

Towards  the  last  quarter  of  the  ebb  tide,  the  water  at  Sangwin  point  on 
the  north  side,  just  within  the  entrance,  is  fresh  and  good;  and  when  the 
bar  is  smooth,  it  will  be  found  a  convenient  place  for  obtaining  wood  and 
water. 

187.  It  is  high  water  here  at  the  full  and  change,  a  quarter  past  S 
o'clock,  and  the  springs  rise  about  6  feet. 

188.  Close  to  the  east  of  the  Sangwin  and  just  within  the  beach,  there 
is  a  lagoon  with  three  branches,  which,  in  the  rainy  season,  are  probably 
connected  with  the  river. 

Baffou  point  lies  nearly  6  miles  SSB.  from  the  mouth  of  the  Sangwin, 
the  intermediate  coast  bending  inwards  so  as  te  form  a  deep  bay,  into 
which  two  small  rivers  discharge  themselves,  close  behind  the  point,  and 
in  which  there  is  much  foul  ground,  though  the  beach  seems  to  be  gene- 
rally clean.  *  Vessels  working  along  shore  should  not  make  too  free  with 
this  bay,  for  Baffou  rock,  on  which  there  are  but  12  feet,  lies  in  the  stream 
of  the  point,  bearing  from  it  NW.  i  N.  2  miles,  and  from  Wilson  point, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Sangwin,  S.  }  E.  2|  miles.  The  northernmost  of  the 
two  rivers  is  called  the  Baffnee,  and  possesses  a  6-foot,  though  very  nar- 
row, entrance;  the  other  is  closed  by  a  shallow  sand  bar  from  side  to  side; 
and  both  rivers  are  connected  by  one  of  those  narrow  lagoons  which  aie 
so  common  on  this  coast.  Baffou  point  should  not  be  approached  within 
half  a  mile  to  the  westward,  as  there  is  a  sunken  rock  off  its  pitch ;  another 
lies  close  to  the  southward  of  it,  and  irregular  reefs  of  nearly  a  mile  in 
length  project  to  the  northward.  A  fair  anchorage,  however,  may  be 
t^en  in  8  &thoms  in  mud  and  sand,  with  the  point  S£.  ^  S.,  about  a 
mile  distant. 

189.  From  Baffou  point  it  is  6^  miles  SE.  to  Tassou.  A  low  and 
(Ifaickly- wooded  country  lies  between  them,  with  several  streams  of  water 
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barred  up  by  the  beach;  and  many  confused  heaps  of  rocks  lie  strewed 
along  the  shore,  as  well  as  at  a  short  distance  in  the  offing. 

About  this  port  of  the  coast  the  Erou  country  begins,  and  its  inhabit- 
ants, whose  superior  industry  and  docile  habits,  when  compared  with 
other  African  tribes,  are  proverbially  known,  seemed  very/  numerous. 
Parties  came  off  from  every  village  expressing  a  great  desire  to  trade,  and 
displaying  their  little  wares,  among  which,  it  was  observed  that  their  fish- 
ing lines  nlade  from  the  fibres  of  the  palm  tree  were  uncommonly  strong 
and  neat. 

Between  Tassou  and  the  next  point  of  land  issues  the  small  river  Too* 
bah,  in  front  of  which  there  is  a  high  rocky  ledge  which  divides  the  chan- 
nel^ tire  western  branch  is  the  safest,  but  at  low  water  there  are  not  more 
in  it  than  3  feet. 

Off  Tassou,  and  in  the  stream  of  9  or  10  fathoms,  there  is  a  long  range 
of  rocks  and  dangers;  three  of  them  are  above  water — the  Shah,  the  Wya, 
and  the  Keoba.    The  Shah  lies  2  miles  WNW.  J  W.  from  Tassou  point;  . 
there  is  deep  wat^  around  it,  except  to  the  northward,  in  which  direction 
breakers  extend  about  300  yards. 

The  Wya  bears  SSE.  |  E.  from  the  Shah,  not  quite  two  miles,  and  SW. 
by  W.  fixim  Tassou  Pointy  it  is  a  large  block  of  rock,  with  reefe  of  half  a 
mile  in  length,  both  to  the  northward  and  southward. 

Upwards  of  a  mile  to  the  SE.  from  that  southern  reef,  and  S.  by  W.  J  W. 
^m  Tassou  Point,  there  is  a  single  rock,  with  nine  feet  over  it;  and  at 
another  mile,  still  farther  to  the  SE.,  the  large  dry  rock  called  the  Keoba 
shows  itself.  SE.  one  mile  from  the  Keoba,  there  are  breakers;  and 
three  miles  SSE.  J  E.  fiom  it,  with  Boutou  Point  bearine  W.  by  N.,  lies 
Yule  rock,  the  last  link  of  this  chain  of  dangers,  which  extends  almost 
seven  miles  firom  the  Shah,  in  a  direction  nearly  parallel  to  the  coast. 

190.  liittle  Bootou  is  a  large  village,  upwards  of  two  miles  SE.  from 
Tassou  Point,  and  four  miles  fiurther  is  Grand  Bootou  on  a  projecting 
point  of  the  coast,  behind  which  is  the  mouth  of  the  Bootou  river.  In 
the  space  included  betwnen  the  line  of  the  Keoba  and  Yule  rocks  and  the 
shore,  and  between  the  two  Bootous,  the  general  depth  is  six,  seven,  and 
«ight  fathoms,  but  interspersed  with  many  rocks,  the  particular  descrip- 
tiour  and  positions  of  which  would  be  useless.  The  shore  is  likewise 
atrewn  with  large  rocks.  Several  small  rivulets  spend  themselves  in  the 
aandy  beach,  and  the  whole  coast  is  densely  peopled. 

Grand  Bootou  Point  is  easily  known  by  its  projecting  form,  by  its  town, 
and  by  a  hill  a  mile  to  the  eastward^  which,  with  the  lofty  trees  that  cover 
it,  measures  266  feet  in  height.  The  river  winds  round  between  the  foot  of 
this  hill,  after  having  run  for  several  miles  parallel  to  the  shore,  and  is  appa- 
rently a  branch  of  the  river  Sinou.  A  few  rocks  hang  about  Grand  Bootou 
Point,  but  from  thence  to  Sinou  bay  the  coast,  though  low,  has  a  clean 
sandy  beach,  and  between  Yule  rock  and  Bioobarra  'Point  there  are  no 
detached  shoals,  so  that  vessels  may  stand  in  with  safety;  but  the  sound- 
ings are  irregular,  with  occasional  patches  of  rocky  ground,  requiring  care 
in  anchoring. 

191.  Bioobarra  Point  forms  the  southern  extremity  of  Sinou  bay;  it  is 
composed  of  three  small  rocky  points,  with  sandy  bays  between  them. 
The  North  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  is  about  57  feet  high;  the 
middle  point,  on  which  there  is  a  small  English  factory,  is  41  feet;  and 
thk  land  rises  from  the  south  point  to  60  feet.    About  80  fiithoms  north  of 
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North  Point  there  is  a  dry  patch  of  rock  called  the  Aliens,  leaving  a  clear 
passage  between  them  and  the  point  into  Sinon  river;  another  open  passage 
will  be  found  between  the  Aliens  and  Middle  Reef,  and  a  third  between 
il  and  North  Reef,  which  stretches  nearly  across  to  the  northern  shore. 
Thete  reefe  were  the  only  dangers  discovered  in  Sinou  bay;  and  vessels 
may  safely  anchor  half  a  mile  WNW.  of  Bloobarra  Point  in  eight  &thoni8, 
but  the  bottom  should  be  previously  tried,  for  it  contains  several  small 
foul  patches,  though  generally  a  clean  sand. 

There  are  three  channels  by  which  boats  may  enter  Sinon  river — be- 
tween North  Point  and  the  Aliens,  between  the  Aliens  and  a  large  oval 
sand  bank  to  the  eastward  of  them,  and  between  that  bank  and  Fishtowo 
beach.  The  first  is  the  best;  and  by  rounding  North  Point  pretty  closely, 
they  may  carry  five  or  six  feet  over  the  bar  at  low  water.  The  bar  is  very 
narrow,  and  when  crossed,  the  river  suddenly  deepens  to  three  and  four 
tathoms,  but  shoals  again  quickly  after  hauling  up  round  Fishtown  Point, 
to  the  northward,  where  the  deepest  water  will  be  found  eiose  along  the 
Fishtown  shore.     Water  and  wood  may  be  obtained  here. 

192.  It  is  high  water  at  full  and  change,  about  5  o^clock,  aad  the 
vprings  rise  six  feet* 

193.  The  English  factory  on  Bloobarra  Point  stands  in  4"  59^  15"  N. 
"'and  9^  2'  5"  W.,  and  the  curve  of  20°  of  west  variation  still  seems  to 

follow  the  hne  of  the  coast 

The  American  Colonization  Society  have  built  one  of  their  Idberian  &c- 
jtories  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  a  little  to  the  northward  of  FishtowB 
Point.  Two  miles  to  the  southeastward  of  Bloobarra  Point  the  beach  is  in- 
terrupted by  a  rocky  projection,  about  a  mile  inland,  of  which  a  small  round 
hill  will  be  seen;  but,  with  that  exception,  the  coast  preserves  its  straight^ 
low,  and  sandy  character  for  eleven  miles  to  Litde  Krou,  and  is  accom- 
panied the  whole  way  by  a  long,  narrow  lagoon,  parallel  to  the  shore,  and 
separated  from  it  only  by  a  thm  barrier  or  strip  of  sand.  This  lagoon  is 
fed  by  4 wo  rivers — the  Bloobah  and  the  Plassa — and  a  single  opening 
through  the  barrier  serves  as  a  common  outlet  to  the  sea  for  both  of^  them. 
Little  Krou  river  comn^unicates,  also,  with  the  lagoon,  but,  in  the  rainy 
season,  it  forces  an  opening  for  itself  through  the  barrier;  firom  thence  die 
coast  bends  outwards  to  the  rocky  point  of  Settra  Krou. 

194.  In  the  eastern  half  of  the  interval  we  have  just  described,  be^ 
tween  Bloobarra  Point  and  Settra  Krou,  there  are  several  off-lying  rocks, 
to  which  it  is  necessary  to  advert:  I .  The  westernmost  of  them  lies  a  long 
mile  from  the  beach,  with  Mount  Plassa  E.  by  N.,  and  a  little  open  to  the 
.left  of  the  common  opening  of  the  Plassa  and  Kroubah  rivers,  which 
bears  E.  f  N.;  it  is  very  small,  with  six  fathoms  close  around,  and  gene- 
rally breaks,  2.  S.by  W.  of  the  above  opening,  and  WNW.  of  the  large 
tree  at  Little  Krou,  there  is  a  wide  patch  of  rocks — some  showing  ahoTe 
water,  some  covered,  and  some  only  breaking,  but  all  steep-to.  3.  A  mik 
further  S.  by  W.  than  that  patch,  there  is  a  single  rocky  head,  which 
generally  breaks;  and,  even  if  it  should  not  show,  it  may  be  easily  avoid- 
ed by  keeping  the  Krou  rock  (which  shall  be  next  .described)  always  to 
the  eastward  of  SE.  4.  The  Krou  rock  is  a  bare,  irregular  mass  of 
stones,  with  five  &thom8  close  around  it,  except  to  the  eastward,  where  it  is 
connected  with  other  rocks  and  long  reefe,  which  stretch  over,  in  the  fonn 
of  an  S,  nearly  to  the  point  of  Settra  Krou,  The  outer  mass  bears  W.  bf 
N.  two  miles  fiom  that  point;  and  ^ough  it  is  sufficiently  obvious  during 
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the  day,  and  the  breakers  generally  audible  at  nighty  yet  vessels  are  rec- 
ommended after  dark  to  keep  in  the  stream  of  sixteen  fathoms  at  least 
S,  Prom  the  S-shuped  reefs,  connected  with  the  Krou  rock,  other  branches 
diverge  to  the  NW.  and  NB.,  so  as  nearly  to  fill  up  the  space  between 
Little  Krou  and  Settra  Krou. 

At  Little  Krou  there  is  a  palm-oil  &ctory  belonging  to  some  English 
merchants,  and  ships^  boats  may  conveniently  land  under  the  shelter  of 
a  ledge  of  rocks  which  projects  from  the  point.  The  large  tree  which 
marks  the  position  of  this  village  stands  on  its  eastern  side,  and  may  be 
plainly  seen  from  the  offing.  At  Settra  Krou,  likewise,  there  is  a  re- 
markable tree,  which  may  be  distinguished  a  long  way  off;  and  boats 
may  land  there  safely  on  the  north  side  of  the  point. 

Prom  Settra  Krou,  a  length  of  three  miles  of  beach,  with  long  paralld 
ledges  of  dry  rocks  from  the  projecting  points,  leads  us  to  the  village  and 
river  of  Kroubah,  which  in  the  rainy  season  is  open,  and  at  which  cattle 
may  be  obtained.  SSW.  of  Settra  Kron,  two-thirds  of  a  mile,  there  is  a 
rock  which  breaks,  with  seven  fathoms  close  to  it;  a  long  mile  W.  by  N. 
of  Neatano  Point  there  is  another  breaker  in  ten  fathoms;  and  in  the  in- 
terval between  those  two  rocks,  but  nearer  to  the  shore,  there  are  several 
detached  shoals,  wirh  deep  water  close  alongside. 

Again:  S.  hy  W.  |  W.,  fully  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Neatano,  in 
the  stream  of  fourteen  fathoms,  a  rocky  pitch  with  eight  fathoms  over 
it  was  found;  and  a  mile  and  a  half  ESE.  of  this  rock,  in  the  stream 
of  eleven  fathoms,  the  natives  alleged  that  there  is  another  and  nearly 
a  wash;  and  though  the  boats  could  not  find  it,  nor  the  soundings 
indicate  any  rise  in  the  ground,  yet,  on  this  extraordinary  coast,  it  is  very 
possible  that  such  a  rock  may  exist,  as  most  of  the  dangers  are  steep-to. 
F'or  these  numerous  rocks,  vessels  whose  business  leads  them  inshore 
must  keep  a  sharp  look-out;  but  those  who  are  merely  running  along  the 
coast  are  advised  not  to  approach  it  within  three  or  four  miles,  nor  into 
water  less  than  twenty-five  fathoms. 

Prom  Neatano,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  southeastward,  lies  Too  to  Point, 
with  a  reef  extending  from  it  half  a  mile  to  the  westward.  From  thence 
<e  Nanna  Krou  the  coast  is  a  low,  sandy  beach,  with  many  rocks  in 
front;  and  halfway  between  them  is  the  outlet  of  the  small  river  Dehweh, 
with  a  lagoon  behind  the  beach,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  in  length, 
which  is  fed  by  the  two  branches  of  this  river. 

195.  Prom  Nanna  Krou  the  coast  bends  outward,  fonning  King  Will's 
bay;  and  near  the  centre  of  the  bay  there  is  a  small  islet  about.  15  feet  high, 
covered  with  brushwood.  The  shore  appears  to  be  very  populous,  and 
two  small  English  factories  have  been  established  here  for  the  collection 
of  palm  oil,  there  being  tolerably  good  landing  near  them  on  either  side 
of  the  islet,  which  afibrdjTsome  little  shelter.  There  are  a  few  rocks  two 
cablets  length  off  the  point  of  King  Will's  Town;  and,  again,  ofi"  the 
point  two-thirds  of  a  mile  further  eastward,  but  inside  of  these  latter  rocks, 
Chere  is  a  narrow  three  fathoms  channel. 

The  western  niouth  of  the  Ooro  river  is  three  miles  and  a  quarter  to  the 
southeastward  of  King  Will's  Point;  the  intermediate  coast  is  low  and  sandy, 
with  a  lagoon  inside  of  the  beach;  aud  a  little  further  to  the  eastward 
there  is  a  rocky  patch  three  hundred  yards  from  the  shore,  with  a  two 
and  a  half  fathoms  channel  between  them,  and  steep-to  on  its  outer 
side. 
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196.  A  mile  and  a  half  SSW.  of  that  patch  lie  the  Swallow  R^cks, 
consisting  of  two  ledges,  which  generally  break,  and  a  four  fathoms  rock 
half  a  mile  S  W.  of  them.  From  the  southern  ledge,  the  above  mentioned 
mouth  of  the  Ooro  bears  NE.  by  E.  ^  E.,  and  in  one  with  a  hill  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  feet  in  height,  which  stands  a  couple  of  miles  inshore. 
There  are  ten  fathoms  close  to  the  ledges,  and  eight  fathoms  within  a 
cable's  length  of  the  SW.  rock. 

The  eastern  branch  of  the  Ooro  falls  into  the  sea  three  miles  fioni  the 
former  branch,  and  the  whole  space  between  them  is  occupied  by  succes- 
sive chaihs  of  rocks  which  stretch  out  more  than  a  mile  from  the  beach. 
Its  mouth  is  concealed  from  vessels  in  the  offing,  by  large  granite  bould- 
ers, but  it,  as  well  as  the  western  branch,  is  accessible  to  the  coantry 
canoes.  Subnno,  or  Little  Wappi,  a  large  native  village,  stands  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river,  near  its  mouth. 

197.  Southeastward  one  and  a  half  mile  from  Little  Wappi,  across  a 
small  bay,  is  Wappi  Point,  with  a  lagoon  of  no  great  extent,  but  which 
spreads  both  ways  along  the  coast,  and  on  which  are  the  remains  of  an- 
other native  town  that  was  called  Great  Wappi.  The  outlet  of  the  lagoon 
is  obstructed  by  rocks  and  a  broad  ledge,  partly  above  and  partly  under 
water;  stretches  in  a  westerly  direction  for  nearly  a  mile  from  the  shore. 
Due  S.  from  the  end  of  this  ledge  about  a  mile,  and  SW.  by  S.  from  the 
opening  of  the  lagoon,  there  is  a  rock  called  Flat  island  by  our  traders^  but 
by  the  natives  Totwarrah.  There  are  ten  fathoms  within  half  a  mile  of 
it  to  the  westward  and  southward;  but,  from  the  bearing  of  SE.  by  S.^ 
all  round  its  eastern  side,  confused  masses  of  reefs  and  shoals  extend 
nearly  to  Middle  Nifon,  sweeping  round  far  to  the  southward  and  almost 
filling  up  the  whole  space  between  the  exterior  reef  and  the  shore.  Inside 
of  these  reefs,  and  therefore  sheltered  by  them,  there  is  good  landing  at 
Little  Nifou,  on  the  western  side  of  its  rocky  point,  and  on  each  side 
of  it  there  are  streams  of  water  which  are  open  in  the  rainy  season. 

198.  At  Middle  Nifou  there  are  two  small  rivers — one  from  the  NW., 
and  the  other  from  the  NE.  They  unite  in  a  short  lagoon,  the  outlet  of 
which  is  open  only  in  the  rainy  months.  The  town  lies  between  these; 
and  a  mile  further,  there  is  another  native  town,  called  Great  Nifou,  gS 
which  a  shallow  reef  projects  three-quarters  of  a  mile  SW.  i  W.,  with  a 
detached  three  fathoms  rock  half  a  mile  to  the  westward  of  the  end  of  the 
reef. 

199.  Two  miles  from  Great  Nifou,  a  stream  of  some  magnitude  fidls 
into  the  sea.  It  is  called  the  Droo,  and  carries  six  feet  over  its  bar,  in- 
side of  which  it  deepens  to  four  fath^ims.  The  best  entrance  is  round 
the  southern  point,  which  is  low  and  rocky,  with  some  large  outliers. 
The  opposite  point  is  a  sandy  spit,  which  stietches  well  over  towards 
those  rocks.  Off  its  mouth,  there  are  several  dangers.  One  of  theus, 
called  by  the  natives  the  Drootah,  is  a  large  block  of  stone,  which  shows 
itself;  but  a  sunken  reef  stretches  out  from  it  to  the  westward,  and  to  the 
northward  there  is  a  large  patch  of  foul  ground.  A  ledge  of  three-quar- 
ters of  a  mile  in  length  lies  out-ide of  the  south  point  of  the  river;  but  there 
is  a  three-fathoms  channel  between  them.  Two  breaking  rocks  may  be 
seen  to  the  eastward  of  this  ledge;  and  all  the  soundings  in  its  vicinity, 
as  well  as  round  the  Drootah,  are  suspiciously  irregular,  with  xocky 
ground^  so  that,  unless  with  a  view  of  communicating  with  the  shore^  no 
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vessel  should  ventore  to  ai^xroach  it  hete  within  twenty  fathoms  or  aboat 
three  miles. 

200.  From  the  rocky  point  of  Droo  river^  it  is  about  three  miles  to  the 
Esereoq^  river,  close  to  the  mouth  of  which  there  is  a  large  rock,  and 
8ome  scattered  rocks  a  little  to  the  westward  of  it,  as  well  as  a  patch  on 
which  the  sea  breaks;  but  there  is  a  channel  two  jiathoms  deep,  close 
along  the  coast,  inside  of  all  these  rocks. 

Baddoo  consists  of  four  towns,  which  stand  on  the  coast  to  the  west- 
ward of  the  river;  and  in  their  vicinity  the  ground  has  been  well  cleared 
by  the  natives,  and  produces  abundance  of  rice.  There  is  tolerably  good 
landing  under  the  lea  of  the  large  rock  above  mentioned,  which  is  about 
twenty  feet  high.  The  entrance  of  the  river  is  only  passable  by  canoes. 
Baddoo  Point  curves  out  to  the  southward  from  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
It  is  low  and  sandy;  but,  half  a  mile  off  its  pitch,  there  are  several  dry 
rocks,  the  largest  of  which  is  called  Dead  Islet,  with  several  oudying 
reefs.  The  outermost  of  them  bears  W.  f  N.  Irom  the  islet  two  miles 
and  a  quarter;  another NW.  by  W.  nearly  a  mile;  and  they  are  all  known 
.to  seamen  by  the  general  name  of  the  Baddoo  shoals. 

201.  The  Monkey  rock  lies  S.  by  E.  two  miles  and  a  quarter  from  Dead 
Islet,  and  between  them  there  are  several  reefs  and  rocks — some  of 
which  show  above  water.  The  Monkey  is  one  mile  and  a  quartet  from 
the  shore,  and,  as  well  as  the  breaker  to  the  westward  of  it,  in  the  stream 
often  fathoms;  but  all  the  soundings  for  half  a  mile  to4he  southwestward 
of  it  are  irregular,  and  the  bottom  foul  and  rocky. 

Several  ol  these  insulated  rocks  are  scattered  along  this  part  of  the  coast. 
A  large  one,  called  the  Castle,  bears  SE.  by  E.  ^  E.  from  the  Monkey  two 
miles  and  a  half.  Itfises  perpendicularly  in  ten  fetboms  water,  and  about 
three-quartdrs  of  a  mile  from  the  beach;  and  vessels  should  not  stand  so 
fiur  in  as  to  bring  those  two  rocks  on  opposite  bearings.  The  interval  of 
coast  between  the  two  points  abreast  of  Dead  Islet  to  Castle  rock  pos- 
sesses several  small  rivers  and  lagoons;  but  they  are  all  barred  up  in  the 
dry  season.  There  is  a  safe  channel  for  boats  with  two  or  three  fathoms, 
and  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  beach — ^leaving  the  shoals  and  islets 
outside  to  seaward. 

202.  These  reefs  and  dry  rocks  terminate  about  a  mile  to  the  eastward 
of  the  Castle  rock;  and  from  thence  to  the  river  Ferroowah  the  sandy 
beach  is  straight  and  safe.  That  river,  with  its  apparently  large  opening, 
is  only  accessible  to  boats  and  canoes  when  the  bar  is  smooth.  Its  west- 
ern point  is  a  low  spit  of  sand — the  eastern  point  a  bold  rock,  oh  which 
stands  the  native  .town  of  Katoo.  The  rocks  and  boulders  recommence 
at  this  river — there  being  three  near  its  entrance — and  ree&  extend  from 
them  nearly  half  a  mile  to  the  southward.  A  large,  rocky  patch  was 
found  two  miles  W.  by  S  of  Katoo  Point,  with  only  six  fathoms  on  it; 
and  nearly  in  the  same  direction,  but  five  miles  off,  several  canoes  were 
fishing  on  a  still  larger  patch  of  foul  ground  at  the  depth  of  twenty 
fiithoiiis.  lufonnaiion  likewise  was  obtained  of  a  third  patch,  with  seven 
fiiihoms,  in  the  stream  of  nineteen  fathoms,  but  the  surveying  boats  failed 
in  finding  it;  and,  fourthly,  the  Pashoo,  which  lifts  its  two  rooky  heads 
above  water,  in  the  stream  of  nine  fathoms,  and  bears  S.  by  W.  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ferroowah. 

203.  From  Katoo  Point  to  Subboo  Point,  the  coast  forms  four  sandy 
bays^  with  rocky  points^  and  many  large  dry-rock  breakers^  inside  of 
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which  there  is  a  boat  channel.  The  native  towns  of  Picamnnj  Sesteis 

and  Wayako  are  in  this  interval. 

In  front  of  Wayako,  nearly  a  mile  from  the  shore,  and  two-thirds  of  a 
mile  ESE.  of  Pashoo  Rock,  there  is  a  shoal  patch  of  3  &tho«is,  with 
deep  water  on  either  side  of  it.  Several  rocks  lie  off  Sestets  Point,  at  va- 
rious distances:  1st,  The  Subboo,  a  large  black  rock,  NW.  by  W.,  two- 
thir(]fs  of  a  mile  from  Subboo  Point;  2d,  a  sunk  rock  between  them;  3d, 
^  dangerous  rock,  SW.  by  W.  I  W.  from  the  point,  with  10  fiithoms  ronnd 
it;  and,  4th,  two  patches  SSW.  from  the  point,  and  carrying  2^  and  3 
iathoms.  From  Subboo  Point  a  low  sandy  beach,  clear  of  rocks, 
extends  nearly  two  miles  to  the  southeastward;  but  when  it  turns  more 
to  the  southward,  towards  Sesters  Point,  it  receives  the  usual  accompa- 
niment of  shoals  and  off- lying  rocks.  Of  these,  the  large  rock  called  the 
Carpenter  will  be  easily  seen;  it  bears  8.  ^  E.  a  mile  from  the  point,  and 
S.  by  W.  I W.  from  the  highest  part  of  Sesters  Hill.  It  may  be  safely  ap- 
proached irom  the  southward,  but  a  long  chain  of  rocks  above  and  und^ 
water  stretches  from  it  towards  the  point,  round  which  there  is  a  very 
narrow  4  fathoms  channel. 

204.  Behind  the  point  Sesters  Hill  rises  210  feet  above  the  sea;  bat 
between  the  hill  and  the  point  there  is  a  narrow  lagoon,  just  inside  the 
beach,  and  nearly  three  miles  in  length,  into  which  the  Grand  Sesten 
river  pours  that  portion  of  its  waters  which  cannot  find  sufficient  vent 
over  the  bar.  ^  The  mouth  of  this  river  is  about  a  mile  to  the  eastward  of 
the  point;  its  western  point  is  low  and  sandy,  while  the  eastern  point  is 
rocky,  and  pushes  a  ledge  almost  across  to  the  opposite  shore,  so  as  to 
teave  a  very  narrow  entrance,  tlirough  which  boats  can  pass  only  when 
the  water  is  tolerably  smooth. 

On  a  rising  ground  near  the  eastern  point  stands  the  large  native  town 
of  Grand  Sesters,  and  two  English  factories,  in  front  of  which  a  large 
rock  called  Factory  Island  sufficiently  breaks  the  swell  to  allow  boats  to 
run  upon  the  beach  with  tolerable  security.  Vessels  generally  anchor  in 
13  or  14  fathoms,  on  a  muddy  bottom,  with  Factory  Island  i\NE.  upwards 
of  a  mile  distance.  Two  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Factory  Islet  we  come  to 
Ranger  Point,  with  a  large  native  village.  The  point  is  rocky,  but  the 
intermediate  coast  is  a  sandy  beach,  with  a  few  detached  rocks  outside  of 
it,  and  a  boat  channel  of  2  fathoms  depth  between  them  and  the  beach. 
Some  rocks  lie  scattered  off  the  point,  also  to  a  distance  of  300  or  400 
yards.  A  mile  NE.  by  E.  from  Ranger  Point  the  land  rises  into  a  kind 
of  table  hill,  so  as  to  give  the  top  of  its  dense  outline  of  trees  an  elevation 
of  190  feet;  and  on  the  same  line  of  bearing,  two  miles  fiirther,  there  aie 
two  little  hammocks  which  are  named  the  Paps. 

From  Ranger  Point,  eight  miles  to  the  eastward,  the  coast  is  low,  and 
thickly  wooded,  with  a  clean  sandy  beach,  and  quite  free  of  rocks  as  far 
as  a  small,  nameless  river — which  was  open,  but  the  surf  on  the  bar  did 
not  permit  the  boats  to  enter.  Both  points  of  the  entrance  are  low  and 
sanoy,  and.there  is  a  village  on  the  eastern  one.  This  river  comes  from  the 
northward,  with  a  small  branch  from  the  westward.  JS;  by  E.  f  E.  from  its 
mouth,  and  fifteen  miles  inland,  there  is  a  hill  730  feet  high,  whicli,  fiom 
its  appearance,  is  called  the  Sugar  Loaf,  and  several  small  hillocks  he  be- 
tween it  and  the  shore.  There  is  also  a  remarkable  grove  of  trees  one 
and  a  half  mile  from  the  eastern  point,  so  that  this  part  of  the  coast  is 
easily  recognised. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


105  [75] 

205.  An  aninterrapted  sandy  beach  continues  seven  miles  further  to 
Garraway  river,  the  northern  side  of  the  entrance  to  which  is  formed  by 
a  long  low  spit  of  sand,  with  two  straggling  native  villages  called  Bush- 
man's Towns,  and  in  front  of  them  a  shallow  reef  extends  offshore  half  a 
a  mile.  Two  rocky  patches  lie  to  the  WNW.  of  this  reef— one  at  half  a 
mile,  and  the  other  one  and  a  half  mile  from  it;  the  latter  is  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  from  the  shore,  and  there  is  a  depth  of  6  &thoms  in  the  channels 
between  them. 

Garraway  Point,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  entrance,  is  rocky,  but  a 
cluster  of  large  rocks,  some  above  and  some  under  water,  covers  it  from 
the  sea;  and  outside  of  this  cluster,  with  a  narrow  interposing  channel  of 
deep  water,  there  is  an  irregular  reef  of  considerable  extent  called  the 
Long  Patch,  its  two  ends  bearing  from  Garraway  Point  W.  by  N.  and 
S.  i  VV.,  and  its  southern  angle  SW.  by  S.,  a  mile  distance.  Another  reef, 
but  of  a  more  compact  form,  lies  immediately  to  the  westward  of  Garra- 
way Point;  it  has  been  named  the  Tryh  Rocks,  and  there  is  a  channel 
into  the  river  both  E.  and  W.  of  it.  Lastly,  there  is  a  solitary  rock  in 
the  stream  of  9  fathoms,  bearing  from  the  point  W.fN.,  distance  one  and 
a  half  mile.  This  river  is  accessible  to  canoes  and  to  boats  in  mode- 
rate weather^  and  the  usual  channel  into  it  lies  between  the  north  sand 
spit  and  a  lai^ge  rock  near  the  middle  of  the  entrance,  which  is  connected 
with  Garraway  Point  by  a  chain  of  smaller  rocks. 

There  is  a  remarkable  tree  behind  Garraway  town,  the  top  of  which  is 
200  feet  above  the  sea;  it  lies  ENB.,  three-quarters  of  a  mil^  from  the 
point,  and  is  uded  as  one  of  the  objects  to  distinguish  the  position  of  the 
Coley  Rock,  which  lies  seven  imles  in  the  offing.  In  the  direction  of  4he 
tree,  but  nearly  a  mile  further  inland,  there  is  also  a  conspicuous  clump 
of  txees.  Green  Isiet  lies  a  mile  to  the  eastward  of  Garraway  Point,  in  the 
middle  of  a  large  breaking  shoal,  between  which  and  the  sunken  rocks, 
near  the  beach,  boats  may  pass  in  2^  fathoms. 

206.  Prom  Garraway  Pomt  it  is  eight  miles  SE.  by  S.  to  Fish-Town 
Point,  the  coast  between  them  forming  a  bay  with  a  clean,  sandy  beach. 
In  this  space  are  throe  small  rivers:  the  first,  the  Jidah,  which  is  closely 
barred  by  sand  during  the  dry  season,  and  a  mile  to  the  westward  of 
which  there  is  a  rocky  patch  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off  shore,  with  a  four- 
fathoms  channel  on  the  inside,  and  seven  fethoms  close  to  seaward.  The 
Jidah,  which  flows  from  the  northeast,  appeared  to  communicate  with 
the  Garraway  river  by  a  narrow  lagoon  parallel  to  the  coast.  The  town 
of  New  Garraway  is  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  entrance.  Secondly,  the 
Deeah,  a  small  stream,  the  entrance  to  which  is  open,  and  sometimes 
passable  for  boats.  From  the  mouth  of  the  Deeah  a  long  reef,  on  which 
the  sea  breaks  with  violence,  extends  W,  |  N.  2^  miles;  on  its  outer  end 
there  is  a  very  shoal  patch,  close  to  which  there  are  eight  fathoms,  and 
on  either  side  of  the  reef  six  fisithoms.  Thirdly,  in  the  bight  of  the  bay 
the  river  Manoh,  which  also  is  open,  though  but  seldom  accessible  from 
the  high  surf  that  rolls  in  along  Fish  Point. 

About  half  way  between  the  two  last  rivers  a  reef,  which  is  steep-to, 
lies  more  than  half  a  mile  from  the  beach:  a  little  rocky  islet  stands 
close  in  to  the  mouth  of  the  Manoh. 

207.  On  Fish-Town  Point,  which  rises  about  forty  feet  above  the  sea, 
stands  the  large  native  town  of  that  name,  and  near  it  a  factory  estab- 
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Ushed  by  Mr.  Spence,  an  English  merchant;  for  cdlecting  rice^  which  is 
abundant  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

E.  ^  N.  from  the  point  the  Table  Hill  of  Eablah,  with  its  large  tiee^ 
which  stands  290  feet  above  the  sea,  is  a  valuable  sea-mark  for  the 
several  dangers  to  the  southwestward  of  Cape  Palmas. 

A  reef  projects  two-thirds  of  a  mile  from  Pish-Town  Ptrint  on  the  bear- 
ing of  west,  with  seven  fathoms  close  round  it,  and  there  is  a  detached 
breaker  in  ten  fathoms  a  mile  N  W.  J  W.  from  that  point.  Outside  of  these, 
at  two  miles  SW.  by  W.  ^  W.  from  Pish-Town  Point,  is  the  Cape  Shoal,  a 
ledge  of  rocks  always  visible — the  sea  generally  breaking  on  them  wiA 
great  violence,  and  sometimes  on  two  straggling  heads  a  litde  to  the  east^ 
ward  of  the  shoal.  The  channel  between  Fish-Town  reef  and  these 
rocks  is  rather  more  than  a  mile  wide,  and  the  depth  in  it  varies  from  fii^ 
and  a  half  to  eight  fathoms,  and  seven  close  to  the  paints  of  the  rae6. 
The  bottom  is  generally  a  coarse  brown  sand,  with  several  rocky  patches. 

208.  At  2|  miles  W.  ^  S.  from  the  Cape  shoal,  the  Coley  Rock  will  be 
found:  it  is  a  mere  pinnacle  on  which  the  least  water  is  6  feet^  vnih  10 
fathoms  to  the  eastward  and  13  close  to  its  other  sides.  Prom  ^this  very 
dangerous  rock,  which  was  discovered  in  1795  by  Captain  Coley,  of  the 
ship  "Queen,"  of  London,  the  remarkable  tree  at  Garraway  bean 
N.  ^  E.  7Jt  miles,  Kablah  Hill  E.  by  N.,-  Rocktown  Point  E.  by  S.,  and 
Cape  Palmas  ESE.  9^  miles.  The  ground  between  Coley  Rock  and 
the  Cape  shoal  is  very  uneven,  having  several  rocky  heads  with  4  or  5  or 
6  fathoms,  and  deeper  water  close  round  them:  two  others  will  be  found 
outside  of  the  Coley  W.  by  N.  a  third  of  a  mile,  and  W.  nearly  two 
miles.  The  quality  of  the  bottom  is  as  variable  as  the  depth^  being  of 
rock,  course  sand,  gravel,  and  coral.  Vessels  bound  to  Cape  Palmas 
with  a  leading  wind  may  safely  pass  inside  the  Cape  shoal,  which  is  al- 
ways distinguishable  by  its  breakers;  and,  by  keeping  nearly  mid-channel 
between  it  and  Fishtown  Reef,  they  will  have  7  fathoms;  b\it  at  night  it 
will  be  advisable  to  pass  outside  of  all,  with  Palmas  light  E.  J  S.  or  E. 
^  S.,  or,  if  the  light  be  not  seen,  in  25  or  30  fathoms.  At  Middle  Point, 
a  little  to  the  eastward  of  Fishtown,  there  are  a  rivulet  and  a  native 
town,  and  a  reef  which  projects  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  WS  W. 

209.  Rocktown  Point,  where  there  is  a  large  native  settlement  on  each 
side  of  a  small  river  which  is  quite  barred  in  the  dry  season,  is  54  feet 
above  the  sea,  and  makes  very  distinctly  to  vessels  in  the  offing.  A 
succession  of  reefs  extends  from  the  point  nearly  a  mile  W.  and  WSW.; 
but  between  it  and  them  there  is  a  narrow  3^  fathoms  channel. 

From  Rocktown  Point  a  sandy  beach  of  about  4  miles  in  length,  and 
but  little  curved,  terminates  at  Palmas  river.  In  this  space  there  are  two 
reefs  which  show  themselves  by  heavy  breakers.  The  outer  one  is  a 
mi]e  SSE.  ^  E.  from  Rocktown,  and  rather  more  than  half  a  mile  off 
shore:  the  other  is  not  quite  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off  shore,  with  a  narrow 
channel  of  3^  &thoms;  and  between  the  two  channels  there  are  5{ 
fathoms. 

210.  Cape  Palmas  is  a  rocky  peninsula,  joined  to  the  main  by  a  low, 
sandy  isthmus;  the  highest  part  of  it,  which  is  near  the  centre,  is  ele- 
vated 74  feet  above  the  sea.  Its  eastern  end  is  covered  by  a  large  col- 
lection of  native  houses  called  Grandtown;  but  on  the  remainder  of  the 
peninsula  a  settlemen  twas  formed  ty  the  Colonization  Society  of  Maiy- 
land;  in  1835.    It  has  been  named  Harper^  in  honor  of  Mi.  R.  G.  Harper; 
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of  Baltimorei  an  able  and  ardent  advocate  of  the  poor  Africans,  and  seems 
likely  to  answer  the  enlightened  and  benevolent  views  of  its  founders. 
Mr.  Wilson,  an  active  and  pious  missionary,  had  established  himself 
about  half  a  mile  from  Harper,  and  at  the  time  of  the  survey  was  zeal- 
ously devoting  himself  to  the  religious  and  moral  instruction  of  the 
younger  native  population. 

211.  Palmas  river  washes  the  northern  side  of  the  peninsula;  its  en- 
trance is  about  100  yards  wide,  but  several  rocks  lie  in  the  channel.  At  low 
water  a  depth  of  three  feet  was  generally  found  across  the  bar,  inside  of 
which,  as  far  as  the  boats  went,  it  seldom  exceeded  a  fathom. 

In  the  direction  of  the  peninsula  there  are  some  patches  of  rock:  the 
first  lies  a  cable's  length  from  the  cape,  with  ten  feet  at  low  water;  the 
second  is  partially  uncovered  at  low  water,  and  lies  two  cable's  length 
from  the  cape;  and  the  third  or  outer  rock,  which  is  very  small,  and  car- 
ries nine  feet  water,  lies  about  500  fethoms  from  the  extremity  of  the 
cape.  The  soundings  in  their  vicinity  are  irregular,  and  the  bottom 
foul;  but  on  either  side  of  the  ten  feet  inner  rock  there  are  channels  with 
three  fathoms  water;  and  again,  between  the  large  middle  patch  and  the 
outer  rock  there  is  a  wide  opening  with  a  depth  of  4  J  fathoms.  Strangers, 
however,  should  not  make  free  with  these  passes,  even  when  coming 
from  the  eastward  and  bound  to  Harper  anchorage,  but  should  round  aU 
in  9  or  10  fiithoms. 

On  the  south  side  of  Cape  Palmas,  a  small  rocky  island,  nearly  cov- 
ered with  grass  and  shrubs,  and  formerly  used  by  the  natives  as  a  de* 
pository  for  their  dead,  has  been  called  Russwurm  island,  after  the  first 
governor  of  the  American  Colony.  It  is  nearly  600  yaids  in  length,  with 
an  average  breadth  of  about  70  yards,  and  a  rocky  pinnacle  on  it  rises 
43  feet  above  the  sea.  A  ledge  of  rock  extends  one  hundred  yards  from 
its  eastern  end  and  terminates  in  a  large  rock  ab^ve  water;  and  half  a 
mile  to  the  eastward  of  the  island,  and  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  fmm 
the  shore,  there  are  some  breakers  with  4^  fathoms  close  to  their  south 
side.  Not  quite  two  cable's  length  W.  J  S.  from  the  western  end  of  the 
island,  there  is  a  dangerous  rock  with  onlv  three  feet  of  water. 

The  channel  which  separates  the  island  from  the  cape  affords  a  good 
passage  to  boats,  provided  they  avoid  a  small  rock  which  lies  in  the 
middle. 

Behind  Cape  Palmas  there  is  some  elevated  land,  the  highest  part  of 
which  is  called  the  Fiat  Mountain,  and  bears  N.  by  E.  ^  E.  from  the 
cape,  distant  25  miles.  The  outer  edge  of  the  bank  of  soundings  ap- 
proaches the  cape  w^ithin  13  miles. 

The  spirited  inhabitants  of  this  colony  have  recently  erected  a  light- 
bouse  on  the  pitch  of  Cape  Palmas  ;  the  light  is  fixed,  and  stands  about 
100  feet  above  the  sea. 

212.  On  the  full  and  change  days  of  the  moon,  it  is  high  water  at  4h. 
30m. ;  but  the  rise  of  spring  tides  scarcely  exceeds  4  feet. 

213.  Another  of  those  narrow,  stagnant  lagoons,  so  many  of  which 
have  been  already  described  on  this  coast,  stretches  for  6  miles  to  the 
eastward  of  Cape  Palmas.  It  appears  to  be  fed  by  a  small  river,  which, 
except  m  the  rainy  season,  has  not  power  to  break  through  the  sandy 
barrier  that  separates  it  from  the  sea.  The  place  of  this  occasional  outlet 
is  marked  by  the  depression  of  the  beach  ;  and  on  each  side  of  it  there  is 
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a  native  village,  the  inhabitants  of  which ,  it  is  said,  sometimes  empty  the 
lagoon,  by  an  artificial  channel,  in  order  to  take  the  fish. 

214.  The  beach  to  the  eastward  of  the  cape  is  steep,  with  one  or  two 
conspicuous  mass^  of  stone,  and  some  under- water  rocks  in  the  surf,  as 
well  as  at  a  greater  distance  in  the  ofiing.  Of  the  latter,  one  bears  SE.  \  E. 
from  the  light-house  nearly  2  miles,  carrying  three  fathoms.  In  the 
same  direction,  but  three  quarters  of  a  mile  &.rther  off,  there  is  a  fi?e 
fathoms  rock ;  and  SE.  |  S.  4  miies  from  the  light-house,  and  in  the  stream 
of  twelve  fathoms,  the  patch  lies  on  which  his  Majesty's  ship  **  Athol" 
strack  in  1830;  its  distance  from  thenearest  shore  being  2  miles,  with 
Cape  Palmas  bearing  NW.  JN.,  and  Growa  Point  east.  The  whole  inter- 
val between  those  two  points  is  full  of  rocky  heads,  but  at  too  great  a 
depth  to  bring  a  ship  up,  except  the  three  above  described,  as  well  as  a 
long  series  of  resefs  which  project  neariy  2  miles  to  the  westward  fiona 
Growa  Point.  The  sea  breaks  violently  on  these  reefs,  which  are  steep- 
to,  and  towards  which  no  vessel  should  approach  at  night  nearer  than 
fifteen  fathoms.     There  are  two  native  villages  near  the  point. 

215.  A  mile  and  a  half  to  the  eastward  of  Growa,  Cavally  Point  forms 
the  southern  extremity  of  this  part  of  Afiica,  in  latitude  4^  21'  12"  N., 
longitude  7^  35'  35"  W.  The  point,  which  may  be  distinguished  fiom 
the  adjacent  sandy  shore  by  its  black  rocky  appiearance,  is  encompassed 
by  reefs  extending  half  a  mile  to  seaward.  A  village  called  Half  Cavally 
stands  on  the  point,  and  three  other  villages  a  little  to  the  eastward.  A 
mile  and  a  half  fiom  Cavally  Point  there  is  a  large  rock  which  rises  from 
a  reef  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  beach ;  and  a  mile  farther, 
there  is  another  ledge  about  half  a  mile  from  the  shore,  with  another  large 
dry  rock.  Sunken  reefs  lie  close  along  the  coast  abreast  of  this  ledge, 
and  between  them  there  is  a  narrow  channel  with  5 J  fathoms.  These 
rocks  lie  comparatively  out  of  the  track  of  navigation,  but  between  the 
point  and  river  of  Cavally  there  is  a  large  and  dangerous  ledge,  the  outer  point 
of  which  rises  suddenly  from  ten  fathoms,  and  stretches  from  thence  to- 
wards the  river.  Prom  that  outer  point  Cavally  Point  bears  N  W.  by  W.  1 W. 
more  than  two  miles,  and  the  white  house,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  E?{E. 
about  the  same  distance.  Cavally  river  issues  between  two  low  and 
sandy  points,  with  a  bar  before  it,  which  is  not  always  passable  by  boats. 
On  the  western  point  there  is  a  native  town,  and  near  it  a  while  house 
which  belongs  to  the  American  settlement  at  Cape  Palmas.  A  little  with- 
out, or  to  seaward  of  the  bar,  there  are  some  detached  rocks  with  four  and 
a  half  fathoms  close  to  the  southward. 

About  three  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Cavally  river  there  is  a  small  rocky 
islet,  half  a  mile  offshore,  with  a  long  reef  extending  from  it  WSW. ;  and 
from  the  point  of  the  reef  to  the  beach  the  space  is  filled  with  a  succession 
of  breakers  and  ledges  of  rock. 

216.  From  the  above  islet  to  Tafou  Point  the  shore  consists  of  a  waving 
line  of  sandy  beach,  along  which  a  few  rocks  are  dispersed  at  intervals, 
along  with  several  villages,  which  convey  the  idea  of^a  numerous  popa- 
lation.  The  interior  appears  to  be  one  dense  continued  forest,  but  rising 
occasionally  into  clumps,  either  from  undulations  in  the  ground,  or  from 
the  character  of  the  trees.  Some  of  these  clumps  attain  the  height  of 
nearly  200  feet  above  the  sea.  Tafou  Point  may  be  easily  distinguished 
by  four  tall  palms;  it  is  a  little  bold  cliff,  with  three  fathoms  close  to  its 
foot. 
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A  small  rivet;  after  expanding  itself  into  a  long  lagoon,  issues  about  260 
yards  to  the  eastward  of  the  point,  through  a  narrow  channel  not  more 
than  65  yards  in  breadth.  From  Wilson  Point  a  bed  of  sand  and  rocks^ 
some  of  which  are  diy ,  stretch  out  to  the  SR.  and  nearly  to  Tafou  Point; 
and  on  the  bar  between  it  and  William  Point  there  are  only  three  feet  at 
low  water.  This  shallow  channel  lies  along  the  eastern  shore,  till  a  spit 
of  sand,  which  projects  from  Wilson  Point,  and  is  nearly  a  wash,  is 
rounded;  and  even  then  the  water  scarcely  deepens  for  a  mile  within  the 
entrance;  nevertheless,  this  little  river  is  a  convenient  place  for  wooding 
and  watering,  being  easy  of  access  to  a  ship's  boats,  as  the  bar  is  gen- 
erally smooth,  and  having  good  anchorage,  in  seven  fathoms,  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  its  mouth.  At  the  last  of  the  ebb-tide  good  fresh  water 
may  be  obtained  in  any  part  of  the  river;  but  it  is  more  prudent  to  procure 
it  about  half  a  mile  up  abreast  of  a  little  detached  sand-bank,  where  the 
boats  may  anchor  in  the  middle  of  the  stream  and  fill  their  casks  along- 
side. To  obtain  wood  it  is  necessary  to  secure  the  consent  of  the  neigh- 
boring  chiefs,  who  style  themselves,  respectively,  the  River  King  and  the 
Hill  King.  The  former  possesses  two  open  towns  at  the  entrance  of  the 
river,  while  the  dominion  of  the  latW  is  confined  to  a  single  village;  but 
it  stands  on  a  rising  ground,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  eastward,  and  was 
well  stockaded.  They  are  at  first  very  unreasonable  in  their  demands, 
but  a  Mttle  patience  and  a  few  presents  will  generally  succeed;  and  then, 
besides  being  unmolested  while  watering,  some  small  cattle,  sheep,  goats, 
and  fowls,  with  bananas,  sweet  potatoes,  cassada,  pumpkin^,  and  rice, 
may  be  procured  in  exchange  for  old  clothes,  tobacco,  biscuit,  and  empty 
wine-bottles,  which  latter  are  always  in  great  request. 

Colored  cloth  and  most  manufactured  articles  fetch  their  full  value  all 
along  this  coast,  and  are  equally  coveted  by  both  the  kings  and  their  sub- 
jects; but  above  all  other  things,  muskets,  powder,  and  spirits  are  the 
great  objects  for  which  they  contend,  and  witn  which  they  are  too  often 
supplied  by  mischievous  visitors. 

Some  dry  rocks  lie  to  the  eastward  of  William  Point,  and  also  off 
James  Point,  as  well  as  some  sunken  patches ;  but  the  tfest  description 
of  them  will  be  found  in  the  plan.  Off  the  Hill  King's  village  there  is 
likewise  a  small  reef,  and  all  these  rocks  have  2i  fathoms  close  to  their 
southern  &ces.  The  most  dangerous  of  them  lies  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
S.  ^  E.  from  Hill  King  Point;  it  carries  but  three  feet  water,  with  three 
fathoms  close  round  it. 

On  full  and  change  days  of  the  moon,  it  is  high  water  at  4h.  45m.; 
spring  tides  rise  four  feet. 

217.  From  Tafou  Point  the  coast  trends  about  E.  J  N.  to  Tabou  Point, 
which  is  low  and  foul;  and  S.  ^  W.  from  which,  at  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
distance,  there  is  a  rock  with  only  2^  fathoms,  but  steep- to  from  nine 
fiithoms  round  it.  Tabou  Point  is  double,  with  a  village  on  each  of  its 
angles,  and  close  round  it  to  the  northward  is  a  barred  up  river,  open 
probably  during  the  rains. 

A  mile  beyond  the  point  there  is  a  large  native  village,  called  Grand 
Tabou,  with  an  insulated  reef  in  front  of  i  tabout  a  quarter  of  a  mile  finom 
the  shore* 

218.  The  bight  between  Tabou  and  Basha  Points,  except  at  the  above 
reef,  is  clean,  with  regular  soundings. and  with  the  ufiual  sandy  beach; 
but  Basha  Point  is  tipped  with  xock,  and  the  towaiipon  it  stands  fifty  feet 
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above  the  sea.  A  chain  of  ree&  also  commences  half  a  mile  to  the  wefst* 
ward  of  the  point  and  continues  one  and  three-quarters  mile  to  the  north* 
eastward.  They  extend  more  than  half  a  mile  off  shore,  and  lie  in 
detached  patches,  steep- to  on  the  outside,  with  a  boat  channel  between 
them  and  the  beach.  Basha  Point  may  be  known  by  a  large  flat- topped 
tree  at  the  town,  and  also  by  a  grove  which  stands  about  three  hundred 
and  forty  feet  above  the  sea,  on  a  rising  ground  N.  by  E.  ^  E.,  five  miles 
distance^  Doo  Enoon  hill,  fifteen  miles  in  nearly  the  same  direction,  is 
likewise  a  conspicuous  object.  About  a  mile  to  the  eastward  of  the  point 
Grand  Basha  river  makes  its^exit,  and,  like  tlie  major  part  of  the  rivers  on 
this  coast,  forms  a  junction  with  another  stream  just  at  the  seashore. 
There  is  a  bar  before  it,  and  also  two  reefs  a  short  distance  outside  of  the 
bar,  leaving  a  narrow  boat-channel  between  them. 

219.  From  thence  three  and  a  half  miles  of  a  broad  and  nearly  straight 
beach^  lead  to  VVappoo  Point,  a  small  rocky  cliff,  on  which  a  native  town 
stands  about  sixty  or  seventy  feet  above  the  sea,  and  quite  safe  and  bold 
on  its  southern  face.  But  to  the  eastward  there  are  some  straggling  rocks 
along  the  shore  for  the  space  of  a  mile,  none  of  which  project  more  than 
three  hundred  yards.  At  Wappoo  there  is  a  large  tree  similar  to  that  at 
Basha,  and  a  mile  N. }  W.  from  the  tree  there  is  a  grove^  the  top  of  which 
is  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  sea. 

There  is  no  permanent  opening  through  the  beach  at  Wappoo,  but  a 
large  body  of  water  that  accumulates  there  sometimes  issues  just  to  the 
westward  of  the  clifT.  This  water  is  connected  with  a  long  and  very 
narrow  lagoon  which  lies  close  behind  the  beach  and  reaches  to  the  river 
Poor,  a  distance  of  nine  miles.  The  sandy  barrier  that  separates  this 
lagoon  from  the  sea  is,  as  usual,  covered  with  trees,  but  occasional  bare 
spots  show  where  the  swelling  waters  burst  through  it  in  the  rainy  season. 

220.  Poor  Point  is  on  the  western  side  of  the  river;  it  is  low  and  rocky, 
and  some  rocks  run  off  to  the  eastward  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
front  of  the  entrance,  which  is  very  narrow,  but  not  entirely  closed.  These 
rocks,  many  of  which  sure  above  water,  are  steep- to,  having  four  fisithoms 
close  to  them  to  seaward.  The  main  branch  of  the  Poor  comes  from  the 
northward.  Prom  the  river  Poor  to  the  rocky  bluff  of  Kadahboo,  the  dis- 
tance is  ten  miles  ENE.  j^  E.  The  coast  between  them  consists  of  a  succes- 
sion of  sandy  bights  with  rocky  points,  and  the  whole  country  appears  a  vast 
forest  rising  gradually  into  dark  wooded  hills,  one  of  which,  called  Bereby 
Copse,  (N.  I W.  two  and  a  half  miles  fi-om  Poor  Point)  is  three  hundred 
feet  above  the  sea.  The  native  town  of  Half  Bereby  stands  upon  the 
second  point  from  Poor  river,  and  the  numerous  villages  near  the  shore 
show  it  to  be  thickly  peopled.  At  the  third  point,  three  miles  from  Poor 
river,  commences  an  extensive  line  of  reefs,  lying  parallel  to  the  coast  for 
four  and  a  half  miles,  and  terminating  rather  more  than  half  a  mile  to  tbe 
SW.  of  Divile  Rock.  The  average  breadth  of  this  chain  of  reefs  is  about 
a  mile,  and  there  is  a  safe  passage  for  boats  between  it  and  the  shore, 
with  irregular  soundings  from  one  and  a  half  to  four  and  a  half  fathoms. 
This  whole  chain  is  steep-to,  on  the  outside  there  being  six  fathoms  within 
a  few  yards  of  it,  and  further  out  there  are  no  dangers,  the  soundings 
being  quite  regular  from  thirty  fathoms  at  five  miles  in  the  offing. 

221.  Divile  Rock  is  a  large  oval  mass,  rising  forty-six  feet  above  the  sea: 
the  base  is  dark,  but  the  numerous  sea-fowl,  of  which  it  is  the  constant 
resort^  have  blanched  its  flat  summit.    It  lies  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
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WSW.  of  Kadahboo  Bluffy  and  two-thirds  of  a  mile  from  the  shore  abreast 
of  it.  ENE.  from  it,  a  third  of  a  mile,  there  is  a  sunken  rock,  upon  which 
the  sea  breaks.  Tliese  rocks  are  both  steep-to  on  the  south  side,  having 
six  fathoms  close  to  them;  and  there  is  a  channel  of  four  t6  five  and  a  half 
fathoms  between  them  and  the  shore. 

222.  Kadahboo  Bluff  is  a  bold  rocky  point  in  latitude  4°  39'  0''  N.  and 
longitude  6°  54'  15"  W.  The  southeast  extremity  is  cleared  of  trees;  and 
the  bare  summit,  on  which  stands  the  native  town  of  Yeh,  is  one  hundred 
and  twenty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  From  the  bluff  the  shore  makes 
a  sudden  turn  to  the  northward  for  about  a  mile  to  the  mouth  of  the  Nahno 
river;  and  on  a  rising  ground  in  the  interval  stands  Grand  Bereby.  Abreast 
of  this  town  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off  shore,  there  are  some  rocks  called 
the  Gooniarah  Reef,  with  a  boat  channel  between  them  and  the  beach. 
The  Nahno  river  pours  out  a  small  volume  of  water,  but  its  sheltered 
position  enables  it  to  keep  down  the  bar  so  as  to  be  always  open  for  boats. 
There  are  some  rocks  immediately  off  its  mouth  with  two  fathoms  inside 
of  them. 

There  are  several  hills  by  which  this  place  may  be  recognised  from  the 
offing,  two  standing  together  called  the  Sisters,  three  miles  N  W.  of  the  bluff; 
Acol,  a  sharp  pointed  hill  NNE.  five  miles;  and  sixteen  miles  in  the  same 
direction,  the  Oval  mountain,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifteen  feet 
above  the  sea.  When  near  the  shore  it  is  known  by  the  sudden  recess  of 
the  bay  and  the  peculiar  form  of  the  bluff,  as  well  as  by  Katum  Rock,  a 
large  white  mass  which  lies  a  mile  and  a  quarter  ENE.  from  the  point  of 
Kadahboo. 

223.  From  Grand  Bereby  there  is  a  long  waving  line  of  sandy  beach 
trending  about  E.  by  S.  thirteen  miles  to  Tahou  Point,  which  is  rocky. 
The  numerous  native  setdements  along  this  part  of  the  shore  are  called 
generally  the  villages  of  Tahou.  The  land  is  thickly  wooded  and  of 
moderate  elevation ;  the  tops  of  the  highest  trees  near  Tahou  Point  being 
two  hundred  and  ninety  feet  above  the  sea. 

In  this  extent  of  coast  there  are  many  rocks,  large  and  small,  above  and 
under  water.  The  first  group  occurs  1 J  mile  to  the  eastward  of  the  large 
white  rock  of  Katum;  it  is  more  than  2  miles  in  length,  and  runs  off  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  shore.  (2)  At  5|  miles  from  the  Katum,  and 
li  mile  from  the  shore,  a  large  white  rock  with  9  fathoms  round  it,  to 
which  the  natives  have  given  the  name  of  the  Brooni,  or  White  Man. 
(3)  Some  breakers  rather  more  than  half  a  mile  WSW.  from  the  Brooni, 
in  the  stream  of  10  fathoms;  and  (4)  abreast  of  it,  near  the  shore,  there  is 
a  patch  of  dry  rocks,  with  a  channel  of  3^  fathoms  between  them  and  the 
beach.  (6)  E.  ^  S.,  2  miles  from  the  Brooni,  a  rocky  ledge  with  6 
fathoms,  in  the  stream  of  10  fathoms.  (6)  Half  way  between  ihat  ledge 
and  Tahou  Point,  and  about  half  a  mile  from  the  beach,  a  sunken  rock, 
inside  of  which  there  is  a  channel  of  6  fathoms.  (7)  A  mile  further  to 
the  eastward  another  patch,  nearly  in  the  meridian  of  a  high  grove  of 
trees.  And  (8)  just  to  the  westward  of  Tahou  Point,  a  series  of  rocks 
commences  which  nearly  surrounds  the  point,  and  in  one  place  stretches 
off  nearly  a  mile.  Some  of  them  are  large  masses  of  dark  stone  above 
-water,  and  a  narrow  channel  may  be  picked  out  through  them,  with  3J 
fathoms  water.    All  these  rocks  are  steep-to  on  the  outside, 

224.  Tahou  Point  is  steep  to,  with  4  &thoms  close  off  it;  and  here  the 
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shore  changes  its  character,  broken  and  irregular  hills  coming  down  to 
the  beach. 

The  river  San  Pedro,  which  is  3  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  point,  ap- 
pears to  be  a  large  sheet  of  water  with  a  little  islet  in  its  centre,  but  during 
the  survey  it  was  entirely  barred  up  by  a  broad  bank  of  sand.  San  Pfedro 
Point  intervenes  between  that  river  and  Highland  river,  which  is  a  fine 
open  stream  issuing  from  behind  Highland  Point,  and  into  which  the 
boats  freely  entered  by  a  channel  carrying  6  feet  at  low  water.  From 
Tahou  Point  to  this  place  the  shore  is  fringed  by  a  successiou  of  rocks 
and  breakers,  called  the  shoals  of  San  Pedro;  they  are  all  steep-tn  on  the 
outer  face;  they  do  not  project  more  than  half  a  mile,  and  they  leave  a  safe 
3-fethoms  channel  along  the  beach  for  boats. 

225.  Highland  Point,  which,  by  its  shelter,  leaves  the  bar  of  the  river 
generally  passable,  is  a  rocky  peninsula,  quite  bold,  and  safe  in  its  ap- 
proach ;  and  a  hill  of  the  same  character  rises  immediately  from  the  isthmus 
to  the  height  of  350  feet.  Another  small  river  appears  to  the  westwaid  of 
the  point. 
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J — Continued. 


Summary  view  ef  the  value  of  exports  and  imports  to  andfromtkwi 
eoast  of  Africa,  from  l8iA  to  184S. 


Yaloe  of  exporta. 

Yeantading 

Domettk  pro- 
duce, Ac. 

Foreig:n  roer- 
chaadiee.^ 

ToiaL 

Trine  of  ia- 
pom 

Jane  30, 1844 

•641,306 
525,563 
553,380 
700,431 
771,389 
676,769 

168,938 
79,543 
78,971 
44,499 
61,403 
31,642 

#710,244 
605, 106 
632,351 
744,930 
832,792 
708,411 

1845 

1846 

aotf 

1847 

50,80 

1848 

&^» 

1849 

«S»7« 

TaBjjvmT  DBrAEmBMT, 

.  tUfitUr'i  QtHu,  Mmary  20, 1850. 


*  Cottona,  and  other  articlea  auHable  ibr  tlM  trade  on  the 

TOWNSEND  HAINES, 
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SkUisiics  of  Monroviuy  the  capital  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia^  West  Afrw. 


No. 


18 

3 

40 

51 

90 

30 

130 

3 

3 


386 


Stone  atores. 

Wood  and  atone  storas. 

Stone  dwelling-houaei. 

Wood  and  alone  dwelling-hooaea. 

Wood  dwelling-houaea. 

Tbatch  dwelling-hottaea. 

Onthousaa. 

Churchea ; , 

School-houaea 


Market-houae 

Shoemakera*  ahopa. 

Tanning  oatabliahment 

Blackamitha*  ahopa. 

Cabinet  maker'a  e8tal>IiBhment. 

Printing  officea 


Priaon •••••••, 

Tailora*  ahopa 

Coart-houae , 

Senate  halt , 

Gh>vernment  house , 

English  school  and  pupils... 

Classical  school  and  pupils  . 

Academies. 


Methodiat  Episcopal  Chnrch,  Baptist  and  PresbytmsL 
Brick  and  atone,  Methodist  Epiacapal  miatoflfeMe* 

copied ;  1  rented  by  New  York  ladies,  and  biil 

pupila. 
Stone,  40  by  90  feet. 

Conducted  by  D.  Wood,  esq. 


No.  1,  Methodist  Episcopal  mission ;  No.  S,  owadei 

managed  by  citizens. 
Stone. 
Stone. 
Stone, 
Stone. 

Wood  and  atone— old  and  out  of  repair. 
New  York  ladiea  \  pupila  70 ;  teachers,  B.  V.  R.  Ja» 

and  lady'. 
Presbyterian  Board  of  Miaaions;  pnp0s,8;  tochtf, 

H.  W.  Ellis. 
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31st  CoNQRESS,  [SENATE.]  Ejc-  Doc. 

Ue  Session.  No.  76.  - 


COMUNICATION 

OF 

RE  WEIGHTMAN, 


Accompanying  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Mexico y  setting  forth 
su4idry  gritvaticeSy  and  calling  upoti  Congress  for  their  correction. 


September  12,  1860. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  t»ble. 

September  17,  1850. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Washington  Citv,  S^temler  11, 1850. 

SxR!  By  the  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  New  Mexico  herewith  en- 
closed, the  senators  and  representatives  are  instructed  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress the  accompanying  memorial  of  that  body,  and  to  use  every  exertion 
to  correct  the  abuses  of  every  class  mentioned  therein. 

Anterior  to  the  admission  of  New  Mexico  as  a  State  of  the  Union,  hav- 
ing been  chosen  by  its  legislature  a  senator,  as  is  shown  by  the  accompaDy- 
ing  certificate,  I  find  myself  in  the  position  of  an  agent  or  representalifve 
of  a  community  which  seeks  to  be  placed  upon  a  footing  of  equality,  as  re- 
gards political  rights,  with  other  communities  of  similar  numerical  and 
territorial  importance. 

.  In  my  character,  then ,  as  agent  or  representative  of  a  conununity  resident 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  exceeding  in  number  80,000» 
souls,  I  trust  i  commit  no  impropriety  in  submitting  through  you,  sir,  to 
the  Senate,  views  which  obtain  in  the  community  which  has  honored 
Hie  with  its  confidence,  tmsting  and  believing  that  though  they  may 
not  command  the  assent,  they  will  meet  with  the  calm  consideration  of 
the  honomble  body  over  which  you  preside. 

The  admission  of  New  Mexico  as  a  State  of  the  Union  is  the  only 
measure  which  will  correct  all  the  abuses  mentioned  in  the  memorial  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit. 

In  no  other  form  of  government  do  the  people  have  the  right  of  represen- 
tation in  the  National  Legislature;  a  right  which  in  the  year  1776  waa 
deemed  ^< inestimable  to  them  and  formidable  to  tyrants  only." 

In  no  other  form  of  government  are  the  officers  responsible  to  the 
people. 

Under  a  liberal  territorial  form  of  government,  for  instance,  though  many 
of  the  abuses  mentioned  in  the  memorial  might  doubtless  be  corrected, 
still  the  governor,  secretary,  judges,  d^.^  would  be  altogether  irresponsi})le 
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to  the  people^  who  would  also  be  deprive^  of  the  ioestitnable  right  <rf  n- 
presentation. 

The  denial  of  these  rights  to  the  people  will  be  found  mentioned  in  the 
list  of  grievances  which  induced  the  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  General  Congress  assembled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge 
of  the  world  for  the  rectitude  of  their  intentions,  to  declare  the  Uoitel 
Colonies  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  Crown,  and  to  spot 
of  the  English  King  in  these  words:  <^A  Prince  whose  character  is  tbos 
marked  by  every  act  which  may  define  a  tyrant  is  unfit  to  be  the  ruleiof 
B,free  people." 

Though  the  people  of  New  Bfexico,  in  pr^enting  their  constitution,  ap- 
proach Congress  by  memorial,  it  is  not  to  be  taken  tor  granted  that  Cofr 
gress  is  at  liberty  to  decline  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

The  words  of  the  constitution,  section  3,  article  4,  ^^New  States  may  be 
lidmitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union,"  merely  designate  the  branch 
of  the  government  upon  which  is  conferred  the  power  of  admitting  sew 
States. 

A  community  containing  of  inhabitants  a  near  approximation  to  the 
ratio  of  representation ;  presenting  a  republican  constitution^  is  entitled, » 
a  matter  of  rights  to  admission  into  the  Union;  an  inquiry  by  Congiess 
into  these  two  facts  would  seem  to  be  the  limit  of  the  discretion  confemd 
upon  it. 

In  stating  this  general  proposition,  I  beg  leave  to  be  understood  as 
making  a  distinction  between  the  right  and  the  power.  To  iUustiate: 
undier  the  2d  clause,  section  3,  article  4,  which  gives  Congress  the  pom 
to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territories,  &c., 
Congress  might  exercise  the  power  to  give  a  community  of  lUU^OOO  sools 
a 'military  government,  combining  all  the  abuses  so  emphatically  condemn- 
ed in  the  Declaration  of  hidependence,  but  doubtless  Congiess  wooU 
not  have  the  right  to  do  this. 

Again:  two  communities,  equal  in  numerical  and  territorial  inportanoe, 
apply  for  admission  under  similar  constitutions.  Congress  has  power  lo 
admit  the  one  and  refuse  the  other,  but  clearly  not  the  right,  jbr  to  do  so 
would  be  tyranny ;  and  tyranny  Congress  surely  cannot  commit^  as  it  lives, 
and  moves,  and  has  its  being  under  a  constitution  which  was  established 
by  the  people  of  the  United  IStates;  <^in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  UniQa« 
establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  de^ 
fence,  promote  the  general  welfare^  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  Id 
ourselves  and  posterity." 

There  is  a  limit,  then,  to  the  discretion  which  Congress  may  right* 
fully  exercise  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  new  States,  which^  being  look* 
ed  for  in  the  constitution,  is  found  in  clause  3,  sec.  2,  art.  1,  jog^ 
lating  the  apportionment  of  representatives  among  the  several  Slates  ae^ 
cording  to  their  respective  numbers;  and  in  sec.  4,  art.  4,  which  guaiaa- 
ties  to  every  State  a  republican  form  of  government.  Any  other  exeieise 
of  discretion  by  Congress  is  not  founded  on  laW;  and  is  therefore  the 
essence  of  tyranny. 

These  views  are  only  applicable  to  cases  of  application  by  communi- 
ties within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States^— to  the  admission  of 
foreign  communities,  as  in  the  case  of  Texas^  they  have  no  applicability. 
lnjihe  one  class  of  cases  Congress  confirms  a  right — in  die  other  oontes 
a  boon. 
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New  Mexico,  a  community  important  in  numbers  and  territorial  extent, 
*who8e  inhabitants  are,  with  the  exception  of  an  inconsiderable  number, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  principally  adopted  citizens,  whose  right 
U>  enjoy  the  blessings  of  liberty  under  a  republican  constitution  is  not 
the  less  perfect  on  that  account— a  community  whp,  knowing  their  rights^ 
and  awaiting  justice  from  the  Congress,  have  submitted  to  oppressions  from 
'which  native  citizens  would  promptly  and  forcibly  have  relieved  them- 
selves, in  order  that  no  man  might  suspect  their  fealty  to  the  United 
States — New  Mexico  comes  forward  and  asks  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  under  a  republican  constitution,  which  has  been  ratified  by  th6 
almost  unanimous  vote  of  her  people. 

The  native  sons  of  the  United  States  living  in  New  Mexico  knew 
their  right  to  equality  of  privileges.  They  told  their  adopted  fellow-citi- 
zens that,  though  acquired  by  purchase,  and  not  of  American  blood, 
they  might  confidently  expect  from  Congress  equal,  not  diminished 
rights;  that  the  colonial  system  was  repugdant  to  the  constitution  and 
laws  and  people  of  the  United  States;  that  sympathy  and  kindly  hands 
would  be  extended  to  them;  and  they  were  believed. 

The  question  of  the  capacity  of  the  people  of  New  Mexico  for  self-gov- 
ernment, the  undersigned,  as  their  representative,  does  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  discuss,  as  the  doctrine  of  the  incapacity  of  the  peo|de  is  not  of  re- 
publican origin,  and  finds  advocates  only  among  the  supporters  of  mon- 
archical governments  and  the  divine  right 

I  enclose  the  memorial  of  the  convention  which  formed  the  constitu- 
tion recently  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  President.  It  is  important  as 
showing  the  unanimity  of  the  people  in  their  opinions  regarding  the 
melancholy  state  of  the  country  in  reference  to  Indian  murders  and  de- 
]^:edations,  an4  the  inadequateness  of  the  gov^nment  under  which  the 
people  for  the  last  four  years  have  suifered ;  for,  of  the  two  parties  which 
have  divided  New  Mexico,  the  one  had  a  majority  in  the  convention  and 
the  other  in  the  legislature,  and  die  two  memorials  taken  together  may  be 
considered  as  the  exponent  of  feeling  and  opinion  of  the  entire  people  of 
New  Mexico. 

As  the  inaugural  address  and  jnessage  to  the  legislature  of  Governor 
Alvarez  throw  light  upon  New  Mexican  affairs,  I  enclose  them  for  the 
information  of  the  Senate. 

With  much  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  ob't  servant, 

R.  H.  WEIGHTMAN. 

To  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 

and  Phesident  of  the  Senate. 


Memorial  of  the  legislature  of  New  Mexico  to  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted ^ales  of  Aui^erica. 

The  legislature  of  New  Mexico  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
respectfully  represents :  That,  by  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  the 
faith  of  the  United  States  was  pledged  to  protect  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Mexico  in  their  lives,  their  liberties,  their  property,  and  the  free  exercise 
of  their  religion,  without  restriction. 

That,  upon  the  expiration  of  Uie  year  mentioned  in  that  treaty,  the  in- 
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habitants  of  New  Mexico  were  imrested  with  the  rights  of  citizens  of  ii 
United  States,  and  became  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  as  sach,  gomfi- 
tied  by  the  constilntion. 

Thaty  owing  to  disturbing  causes  which  have  embarrassed  the  astia 
of  the  Congress^  the  inhabitants  of  New  Mexico  have  neither  been  pro- 
tected in  their  lives,  their  liberties,  thdr  property ,  nor  in  the  fiee  exntbe 
of  their  religion,  without  restriction,  nor  have  they  been  in  the  eDJapatU 
ef  any  political  privileges  whatsoever. 

Hostile  Indians  penetrate  the  country  in  every  direction^  and  lob,  mi 
kill,  sffid  carry  into  captivity. 

We  are  despoiled  of  our  flocks  and  herds,  our  men  are  niiirdered.oBr 
children  carried  into  captivity,  and  our  wives  and  daughters  violated. 

Comanche  Indians  have,  within  a  few  days,  approached  within  a  kw 
miles  of  the  capital,  and  compelled  the  terror-stricken  and  unpnetected 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Galisteo  to  furnish  them  with  supplies,  and 
to  perform  menial  services. 

The  depredations  of  the  Navajoes  and  Apaches  in  the  souths  and  c^ihe 
Eutaws  and  Jicarrillas  in  the  north,  have  rendered  industry  of  no  aTsS, 
toid  destroyed  the  two  great  resources  of  grazing  and  mining. 

An  insufficient  number  of  soldiers,  posted  not  upon  the  firootier,  bat 
in  the  larger  towns,  hear  of  these  outrages  when  the  foe  is  safe  beyond  tbe 
Teach  of  pursuit. 

Foot  artillery  or  infantry,  with  knapsack  and  musket,  cannot  pnrsae, 
With  any  prospect  of  success,  mounted  Indians. 

The  post  of  the  troops  should  be  the  firontier,  in  the  enemy's  countiy, 
and  ease  and  comfort  must  be  laid  aside  if  success  would  be  obtained; 
energy — the  energy  of  youth — can  alone  reduce  our  enemies. 
•  The  inhabitants  of  New  Mexico,  since  February  2,  1848,  have  gmaoed 
under  a  harsh  law,  forced  upoti  them  in  time  of  war,  when  they  w^ 
thought  undeserving  of  confidence. 

The  military  is  independent  of  and  superior  to  the  civil  power. 

The  inhabitants  have  no  voice  or  influence  in  making  the  lawsbf 
which  they  are  governed.  Some  power  other  than  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  has  made  judges,  dependent  on  its  will  alone  for  the  ten- 
ure of  their  oflices,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their  salaries. 

Some  power,  other  than  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  has  sab- 
jected  us  to  a  jurisdiction  foreign  to  the  constitution,  and  unacknowledged 
by  our  laws. 

We  are  taxed  without  our  consent,  and  the  taxes,  when  collected,  aie 
not  appropriated  for  the  public  benefit,  but  embezzled  by  oflicers  ine- 
sponsible  to  the  people. 

N^  public  officer  in  New  Mexico  is  responsible  to  the  people:  judges 
unlearned  in  the  laws  decide  upon  life,  liberty,  and  property.  Presets 
and  alcaldes  impose  fines  and  incarcerate,  without  the  intervention  of  a 
jury. 

Alcaldes  assail  the  right  of  the  people  freely  to  exercise  their  religion 
without  restriction,  and  dictate  to  congregations  what  priest  shall  admin- 
ister the  sacrament  of  the  church. 

The  inhabitants  of  New  Mexico  have  twice  appealed  to  Congress  for 
Tedress;  and  their  repeated  appeals  have  been  answered  by  repeated  neg- 
lect. 
'   The  Congress^  because  of  disturbing  caases^  hfiving  fidled  to  make 
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^c^edfol  ruleii  and  regulatiotis  respecting  the  Territcny  of  New  Mexico^  its 
Lnliabitants,  encouraged  by  the  President  of  the  United  States^  and  driven 
t>y  necessity,  have  formed  and  ratified  a  constitution,  elected  a  governor, 
iriee  governor,  and  members  of  the  legislature.  ' 

The  legislature  is  now  engaged,  in  the  absence  of  congressional  legis* 
Isition,  in  making  laws  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  people,  and  consistent 
^^ith  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

In  putting  in  operation  the  form  of  government  set  forth  in  the  con- 
stitution, they  believe  they  have  done  no  act  inconsistent  with  a  proper 
Tespect  to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  The  form  of  government 
adopted  by  the  people  of  New  Mexico  is  set  up  in  opposition  to  no  gov- 
ernment recognised  by  Congress,  or  known  to  the  constitution  and  laws, 
"bnt  simply  takes  the  place,  under  circumstances  of  urgent  necessity,  of  an 
unacknowledged  government,  which  has  unerly  fiiiled  to  protect  the  in- 
habitants of  New  Mexico  in  their  dearest  rights,  or  to  preserve  the  plighted 
-ISotith  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  resolved  by  the  said  legislature y  That  our  senators  and  repre«> 
sentatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be  instmcted  to  present 
the  above  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  use  every 
exertion  to  correct  the  abuses  of  every  class  therein  mentioned. 

W.  Z.  AUGNEY, 
Speaks  of  House  of  Representatives. 
JOSE  NANGLE, 
President  of  Senate. 


Inaugurol  Address  of  Cfovemor  Manuel  Ashrez,  of  New  Mexicoy  of 

/t%4,1850.   ^ 

The  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Mexico  having  met  for  the  first  time 
tinder  the  constitution  just  adopted  by  the  people,  upon  it  will  devolve  the 
solemn  duty  of  meeting  the  many  contingencies  and  introducing  the 
-various  refonps  which  may  be  deemed  necessary  in  passing  from  an  in- 
ferior condition  of  political  existence  to  the  lofty  attitude  of  a  petitioner 
for  admission  into  the  sisterhood  of  the  American  Union. 

Hitherto,  and  since  the  incoming  of  the  American  army  in  1846,  the 
people  have  been  subjected  to  the  control  of  a  government  half  civii 
and  half  military,  and  have  ftom  necessity  participated  largely  in  the  evils 
inherent  in  such  a  mixed  government.  To  the  people  not  having  hitherto 
been  embraced  by  congressional  legislation  in  the  classes  of  Territories,  nor 
having  any  other  civii  polity  but  the  one  simply  of  consent  to  the  govern* 
inent  found  existing  on  the  termination  of  the  late  war  with  Mexico,  it  has 
always  been  competent  to  organize  such  a  form  of  government  as  to  them 
might  seem  most  just  and  bNBueficial. 

We  have  occupied  the  strange  position  of  an  independent  people,  living 
on  the  soil  of  the  United  States;  and  yet  without  the  provision  of  such  a 
government  as  would  best  promote  our  prosperity  and  security. 

The  will  of  the  people  acting  peaceably  is  our  only  and  our  sovereign 
guide.  In  the  first  organization  of  government  for  a  people  surrounded  by 
circumstances  such  as  we  have  been,  there  is  no  formality  nor  any  legally 
prescribed  mode  of  ascertaining  the  popular  will;  if  that  will  be  obtained 
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in  any  fiiir  and  reasonable  way,  it  is  the  ruling  power^  the  soTeieign  Inr, 
te  which  the  minority  is  bound  to  submit.  Nor  axe  any  nice  teclmicalitia 
to  be  observed  9  {Nnovided  the  wishes  of  the  majority  are  substaniiiyT 
ascertained.  Such  was  our  position  up  to  the  time  of  tlie  adoption  <tf  di^ 
constitution.  By  such  adoption  we  have  established  a  fundamental  biv 
which  is  the  primary  voice  of  the  people^  is  the  highest  and  most  ofaUga- 
tory  over  us,  and  must  be  sacredly  obeyed,  observed  and  respected,  antil  chi 
same  strong  voice  that  proclaimed  shall  choose  to  undo  it.  Hitherto  ve 
have  had  no  constitutional  guide  proceeding  from  the  soyereignty  of  tbi 
people:  now,  by  our  own  act  we  are  a  constitutional  people^  and  a  coosb- 
tutionally  organized  government. 

There  is  no  power  above  this  act  of  the  people,  if  we  except  only  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  which  may,  if  it  deem  proper^  reject  our  ooih 
stitution  or  amend  it,  or  might  insist  upon  giving  us  a  territorial  form  of  gof- 
ernment.  As  the  lattei:is  highly  improbable,  and  as  we  have  cogent  reasou 
for  believing  that  the  general  government  favors  our  State  organizatioji, 
it  is  not  likely  that  our  present  position  will  be  disturbed  until  the  peo|^ 
choose  to  reform  tlieir  constitution.  Our  present  commandant  of  the  9lh 
military  department,  urged  by  instructions  from  Washington,  conscious  of 
the  evils  necessarily  emanating  from  a  mixed  government,  and  no  doobl 
tired  of  the  anomalous  position  he  has  occupied,  responded  promptly  to 
the  call  of  the  people  aslang  for  a  convention,  and  recommended  elections 
for  delegates.  As  it  should  have  been,  this  proclamation  was  issued  ua- 
conditionally .  The  people  held  elections  under  it;  the  delegates  met,  formed 
their  organic  law,  and  the  people  in  their  popular  majesty  have  ratified 
it^  and  made  it  the  first  law  in  the  State. 

The  convention  chose  a^  second  time  the  same  commandant,  in  order  li> 
insure  harmony  and  conce^  in  the  holding  of  the  elections,  to  proclaim  the 
day  of  the  election  and  the  officers  to  be  selected,  to  which  Colonel  Muoroe 
readily  answered.  The  elections  have  taken  place;  and  as  the  constitudoo 
has  been  almost  unanimously  adopted  by  the  people,  so  also  all  the 
offices,  from  governor  to  representative,  have  been  filled*  This^  then,  is  the 
will  of  the  people  proclaimed  by  themselves. 

Your  body  is  organized — ^you  have  taken  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  con- 
stitution, and  the  government  is  organized.  If  your  organization  is  good  tor 
any  one  act,  it  is  good  for  all:  if  it  be  good  to  elect  senators  to  Congress,  it 
is  sufficient  to  make  all  constitutional  reforms  in  our  system  and  our  laws 
necessary  for  our  peace,  honor,  happiness,  or  security. 

I  recommend  to  the  legislature  the  example  of  good  order^  unanimity, 
and  f»triotism  set  by  the  people  in  the  late  election.  I  trust  that  your 
councils  and  your  acts  will  be  marked  by  zeal  for  the  public  weal,  and  ar- 
dent patriotism  to  reform  the  abuses  that  have  for  a  long  time  existed  in 
the  government.  You  will  have  difficulties  to  encounter  and  labois  to 
perform,  but  I  hope  you  will  neither  falter  nor  fatigue.* 

When  1  discover  in  your  body  many  of  the  most  patriotic,  talented,  and 
virtuous  men  of  the  country,  I  feel  assured  that  your  determinations  wiU 
be  marked  with  prudence  and  wisdom.  You  have  all  a  heartfelt  interest 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  will  not  be  willing  to  return  to  your 
homes  ana  your  families  until  you  have  done  the  public  good  serfice. 
You  have  my  earnest  prayers  for  success  in  correcting  the  evils  vitb 
which  the  country  has  long  been  afflicted. 
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1  will  take  an  early  occasion  to  lay  before  both  houses  a  notice  of  the 
subjects  in  my  opinion  most  loudly  calling  for  your  consideration,  and 
meanwhile  remain, 

Your  fellow-citizen, 

MANL.  ALVAREZ, 


Oommunicatum  of  Oovenvor  Alvarez^  of  July  8, 1850. 

In  my  inaugural  address  of  July  4,  1850, 1  intimated  to  the  legislature 
that  at  an  early  date  I  would  take  occasion  to  call  your  attention  to  the  sub- 
jects in  my  opinion  most  worthy  your  serious  consideration,  and  most  im- 
portant to  the  well-being  of  the  people.  It  is  believed  that  the  great  evils 
that  afflict  the  community  are  resolvable  into:  1st.  Insecurity  against  the 
external  enemy,  as  Apaches,  Navajoes,  and  other  Indian  tribes;  2d.  The 
loss  of  property  by  the  acts  of  evildoers  who  live  among  us,  and  habit- 
ually prey  upon  our  rights  and  our  property;  and,  3d.  The  disuse  of  the 
vagrant  law,  allowing  opportunity  to  the  evil  and  depraved  to  beset  and 
plunder  the  industrious  and  honest;  4th.  The  prevalence  of  gaming,  which 
attacks  and  debauches  all  classes  of  society;  5th.  The  inefficient,  dilatory, 
and  unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  the  judicial  functions  of  the  govern- 
ment have  been  conducted  for  the  last  three  years. 

To  these  subjects  your  attention  is  strongly  directed,  since  it  is  be- 
lieved that  in  arresting  these  evils  the  tone  of  public  morals  will  be  eleva- 
ted, and  a  new  era  opened  to  the  people. 

With  this  view,  I  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law  to  fix  on  a  just  and 
permanent  basis  the  system  of  peonage  now  prevailing  in  the  State,  by 
which  rights  both  of  the  employer  and  the  employed  will  be  protected. 

I  recommend  the  ^sage  of'^a  law  to  establish  some  good  and  proper 
plan  for  the  summoqmg  and  selection  of  jurymen,  to  secure  to  litigants 
the  fair  adjudication  of  their  Cases.  To  this  end,  I  recommend  that «  suf- 
ficient jury  panel,  to  be  composed  of  honest  and  respectable  and  intelligent 
men,  be  selected  to  serve  during  the  court,  or  during  one  week  of  the 
court,  with  such  compensation  as  may  be  deemed  by  the  legislature  just 
and  necessary. 

I  recommend  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  prefect,  and  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  imposing  on  the  circuit  court  the  functions  heretofore  exercised 
oy  these  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  supervision  of  the  collection 
and  disbursement  of  county  funds  and  the  control  of  vagrants;  which  last 
matters  I  would  respectfully  suggest  might  be  part  of  the  duty  of  the 
alcalde  of  the  first  instance. 

It  is  submitted  to  the  General  Assembly  whether  it  would  not  be  proper 
to  constitute  in  each  county  an  alcalde,  to  be  denominated  the  alcalde  .of 
the  first  instance;  who,  in  addition  to  the  jurisdiction  enjoyed  by  the 
other  alcaldes,  should  have  the  supervision  of  vagrants,  the  adjudications 
of  all  cases  of  right  of  property  where  the  value  does  not  exceed  fifty 
dollars,  the  trial  and  punishment  (with  the  aid  of  a  jury)  of  all  cases  of 
petit  larceny;  the  right  to  grant  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus ^  and  the  su- 
pervision and  disposition  of  the  county  revenues,  insofar  as  the  same 
have  heretofore  been  enjoyed  by  the  prefects. 

In  regard  to  the  Pueblo  Indians,  it  is  recommended  that  a  law  be 
passed  miposing  upon  such  officer  as  may  be  designated  the  duty  of 
submitting  to   them  the  question  of   taxation  and  political  suffirage^ 
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and  giving  to  them  sufficient  time  to  determine  whether  they  prefer  1o 
exercise  the  latter  with  subiection  to  the  former^  or  whether  they  reject 
the  former,  which  should  deprive  them  of  the  latter.  Should  the  Pno- 
blos  choose  not  to  be  taxed,  then  it  is  deemed  proper  to  relieve  them 
from  the  burden,  as  they  deprive  themselves  of  the  political  privileges  of 
the  government,  and  to  secure  them  in  all  their  ancient  rights  and  piiii- 
leges,  and  their  internal,  political^  and  police  regulations. 

It  is  recommended  that  it  be  made  the  duty  of  some  officer  existing 
by  nature  of  the  constittition,  or  constituted  by  law,  to  visit  the  seven! 
counties  of  the  State  at  least  twice  a  year,  to  examine  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  alcaldes  conduct  themselves  in  office;  and  that  it  be  his  doty  lo 
represent  to  the  governor  all  instances  of  malfeasances,  misfeasance,  or 
nonfeasance,  by  such  officers;  and  giving  also  to  the  governor  power  to 
suspend  such  alcalde  until  the  matters  complained  of  may  be  legally  in- 
vestigated. 

It  is  further  suggested  that,  as  the  subject  of  a  general  diflusion  of  edu- 
cation is  one  intimately  connected  with  the  moral,  social,  and  political 
growth  and  condition  of  the  people^  it  claims  the  early  and  earnest  atten- 
tion of  the  legislature. 

The  noblest  gift  of  this  newly  organized  State  to  her  people  would  be 
the  establishment  of  a  sound  ana  economical  system  of  common  schools, 
and  the  conferment  on  every  village  of  the  blessing  of  a  school-room  and 
a  competent  teacher. 

Among  other  matters,  the  collection  of  a  revenue  sufficient  to  meet  the 
ecoaomical  wants  of  the  State  will  claim  your  serious  consideration.  It 
may,  meantime,  be  necessary  to  pass  a  law  to  negotiate  a  loan  suffident 
tb  print  the  laws,  and  meet  necessary  accruing  expenses.  It  will  be  in 
the  General  Assembly  to  determine  the  manner  of  making,  and  the  extait 
of  such  a  loan. 

It  is  respectfully  urged  that,  in  imposing  a  taxation,  it  be  made  as 
light  as  circumstances  will  permit;  that  the  subjects  of  taxation  pointed 
out  by  the  constitution  be  made  to  bear  a  fair  share  of  thisT burden;  and 
^at  the  administration  of  justice  be  made  to  bear,  as  &r  as  practicable, 
a  portion  of  its  costs . 

It  is  proposed  to  fix  a  tax  upon  every  writ  issued  by  the  clerks  of  the 
circuit  court,  and  that  a  jury  tax  of  $3  be  taxed  on  every  case  in  the  dr- 
cuit  court  tried  by  jury,  to  aid  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  several 
counties. 

Your  attention  is  also  directed  to  the  propriety  of  passing  stringent  laws 
on  the  subject  of  larceny.  The  general  prevalence  of  this  crime  demands 
from  you  rigid  enactments  and  severe  punishments. 

It  is  hoped  proper  steps  will  be  taken  to  secure  the  uniform,  regular,  and 
speedy  adjudicauon  of  law  cases,  and  that  the  great  delays  in  their  final 
settlement  by  adjournment  from  term  to  terip  will  hereafter  be  avoided, 
and  that  the  legislature  will>  by  legal  enactments,  enforce  all  officers  to  a 
strict,  prompt^  and  complete  dischaurge  of  all  the  duties  of  their  respectivB 
offices. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  pass  rigid  laws  on  the  subject  of  elections,  to 
secure  the  people  in  their  rights,  to  avoid  frauds  in  voting,  and  to  punish 
with  just  and  exemplary  chastisement  all  public  officers  who  may  be  so 
hardy,  or  so  lost  to  duty,  as  to  attempt  to  curtail  or  to  infringe  this  sacied 
xig^t. 
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Laws  for  the  election  o#  sheriffs  and  alcaldes  it  is  suggested  it  would 
\e  expedient  to  adopt  as  soon  as  practicable,  that  the  peoj^e  may  have  an 
opportuni^  of  choosing  their  immediate  public  servants. 

By  con&rring  on  the  people  the  choice  of  their  public  officers  is  to  ex- 
tend the  sphere  of  democratic  libertjr,  to  fix  in  the  servant  a  just  account* 
ability,  and  to  beget  a  wholesome  spirit  of  popular  zeal  and  patriotic  emu- 
lation. 

The  attention  of  the  legidature  is  respectfully  called  to  the  propriety 
of  addressing  a  memorial  to  the  American  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the 
proper  military  dispositions  for  the  State.  The  insecurity  to  which  the 
people  have  bleen  heretofore  exposed,  the  continual  loss  of  life  and  prop- 
erty for  want  of  sufficient  military  force,  and  the  internal  location  of  the 
^dier^,  teave  room  for  a  loud  api)eal  to  the  general  government.  Pros- 
perity IS  impossible  while  savage  tribes  living  on  our  frontiers  are  perpetu* 
ally  despoihng  the  inhabitants  of  their  richest  and  most  valuable  property. 
^  In  recommendins^  these  subjects  to  your  consideration,  I  repeat  the  de- 
sire to  see  your  deUberations  marked  with  a'  zeal  and  patriotism  to  serve 
the  public  interests. 

Most  respectfully, 

MANUEL  ALVAREZ. 


The  lerislature  of  this  State,  on  the  eleventh  dav  of  Jnlyy  A.  D.  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  fifty,  having,  in  pursuance  of  tne  constitution  of  the 
CJntted  States  of  America,  chosen  Richard  H.  Weightman  a  senator  of 
'the  United  States^  I,  Manuel  Alvarez,  acting  governor  of  the  State  of  New 
Mexico^  do  hereby  certify  the  same  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  (there  being  no  great  seal  for  the  State,) 
this  fifteenth  day  of  July,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  at  Santa  Fe. 

.    MANUEL  ALVAREZ,    [l.  s.] 

By  the  governor: 

Lswxfl  D.  Sheetz, 


3V  ihe  Ckngress  4/  the  Vhiied  States: 

Your  memorialists,  delegates  to^  convention  elected  by  the  people  of 
^ew  Mexico  to  frame  a  State  constitution,  having  closed  their  labors, 
respectfuUv  submit  the  result  to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  body. 

In  fi*aming  this  constitution  we  h%ve  endeavored  to  keep  in  view  the 
.gteat  principles  of  republican  liberty,  and  at  the  same  time  the  desires 
«nd  the  necessities  of  the  people*  we  represent;  and  in  the  name  of  the  peo- 
ple of  New  Mexico  we  present  to  you  this  constitution,  and  respectfully, 
but  earnestly,  urge  our  immediate  admission  into  the  Union. 

For  four  years  we  have  suffered  under  a  government  inadequate  to  the 
protection  of  our  rights  in  person  or  property,  or  such  as  we  are  entitled 
•  CD  as  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

We  were  promised  at  the  time  New  Mexico  was  taken  possession  of  by 
the  American  lorces,  in  1846,  the  extension  of  a  civil  government  over 
11S9  and  protection  against  the  savage  foes,  which  on  all  sides  surround 
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us;  and  under  the  treaty  with  Mexico  we  weiy  assured  of  our  being  spee2> 

ily  placed  under  the  full  protection  of  the  constitution,  with  all  the  rigte 
and  privileges  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  We  relied  confidenlif 
on  the  promises  held  out  to  us;  we  relied  still  more  on  the  treaty  stipak- 
lions;  but  in  all  have  we  been  disappointed.  Twice  have  we  appealed 
to  Congress,  and  as  often  have  we  failed  to  obtain  its  fiivorable  consideii* 
tion  of  our  situation. 

We  are  without  protection  from  our  savage  ibes;  our  country  is  on  all 
aides  invaded.  'Barbarous  invaders  drive  off  our  flocks  and  herds  bj 
thousands;  our  citizens,  men,  women,  and  children,  are  murdered  or  car- 
ried into  captivity^  and  hundreds  are  now  suffering  a  bondage  worse  than 
death;  our  communications  from  town  to  town  and  village  have  become 
dangerous;  everywhere  is  met  the  lurking  foe;  all  enterprise  and  indus- 
try i$  paralyzed,  and  many  of  our  citizens  are  abandoning  a  country  thus 
insecure  and  unprotected,  feeling,  notwithstanding  all  the  promises  hdd 
out  to  them,  that,  in  regard  to  protection  against  our  Indian  enemies, 
New  Mexico  is  now  in  a  worse  condition  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  fiftf 
years. 

Our  population  is  diminishing,  our  wealth  is  decreasing,  and  unless  we 
are  soon  relieved  by  the  favorable  consideration  of  our  condition  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  ruin  to  New  Mexico  must  ineritably 
follow. 

Feeling  conscious  that  in  this  representation  of  our  condition  we  do  not 
exaggerate,  we,  as  citizens  of  a  common  country,  entitled  to  the  same 
rights  with  all,  claim  your  protection. 

Together  with  our  appesd  to  you  for  the  adoption  of  our  constitution^ 
and  our  admission  into  the  Union,  we  earnestly  claim  from  the  govern- 
ment an  adequate  military  force,  to  be  properly  stationed  for  the  protection 
of  our  frontier,  and  to  aid  in  the  extension  of  settlements  on  the  many 
fertile  valleys  of  our  valuable  public  domain^  now  utterly  impassable  on 
account  of  our  barbarous  enemies. 

Never  having  received  donation  or  aid  from  the  general  govemoMait,, 
we  confidently  rely  upon  the  justice  and  liberality  of  Congress,  upon  our 
admission  into  the  Union,  to  grant  us  the  means  of  educating  the  rising 
generation,  and  the  means  to  establish  ourselves^  as  a  respectable  Stale^ 

For  the  furtherance  of  these  objects^  we  respectfully  ask  Congress  for  the 
donation  of  the  salines  or  salt  lakes  within  the  boundaries  of  our  terri- 
tory. We  respectfully  ask  a  donation  of  public  lands^  or  an  appiopiiatnii 
by  Congress  in  lieu  thereof,  for  the  same  purposes. 

We  respectfully  ask  a  donation  of  41  public  buildings  acquired  in  tha 
conquest  of  New  Mexico,  for  the  uses  of  State. 

We  ask  an  appropriation  from  Congress  for  the  purposes  of  a  survey  and 
exploration  of  ^^ew  Mexico,  in  ordtr  to  develop  its  great  mineral  wealth 
and  general  resources,  now  little  undeistood,  and  the  investigation  of 
which  is  utterly  impossible  by  private  enterprise^  in  consequence  of  the 
Indian  foe  everywhere  to  be  encountered. 

In  submitting  our  constitution  to  your  honorable  body,  and  asking  for 
it  your  favorable  consideration,  we  feel  conscious  that,  as  a  people  number- 
ing more  than  seventy  thousand  souls,  situated  as  we  are,  we  are  not , 
unreasonable  in  making  the  above  requests^  and  therefore  confidently 
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trrely  upon  yourjustice  and  wisdom  for  speedy  and  effectual  relief  from 
:tour  present  situation. 

JAMES  H.  QUINN,  President. 
;,  J.  HOUGHTON. 

•  CHAS.  OVERMAN. 

K  LEVI  J.  KEITHLY. 

T.  MANL.  GALLEGER. 

FRANCO.  ONIR  Y  DELGADO. 

CERAN  ST.  VRAIN. 

THOS.  S.  J.  JOHNSON. 

GEORGE  GOLD. 

JOSfi  MA.  MARTINEZ. 

JOSfi  PABLO  GALLEGER. 

JOSfi  ANTO.  MANSAKARES. 

RAMON  LENOS. 

JOSfi  ANTO.  BALD.  Y  PINOZ. 

JUAN  PERCA. 

ANTONIO  JOSfi  OTERO. 

MURRAY  Y.SULEY. 

ROBERT  CURY,  Seentary, 

VIGIL. 
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1st  Congress^  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Doo, 

\si  Session.  No.  77. 


REPORT 

or 

THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL, 

VK  miLATlOM  TO 

Alleged  non-compliance  of  contract  of  steam-vessels  carrying  the  United 
i^ates  mail;  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th.  ff 
August,  1860. 


September  24, 1850. 
Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Post  Office  Department, 

September  23, 1850. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following,  in  reply  to  the  inquiries 
addressed  to  me  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  of  August 
last: 

To  the  first  inquiry  I  refdy :  1st.  That  I  am  not  aware  of  any  particular 
in  which  the  Collins  line  of  ocean  steamers,  on  the  route  from  New  York 
to  Liverpool  and  back,  has  failed  to  fulfil  the  contract  as  the  same  was 
modified  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1849.  2d.  I  do  not  know  of  any  non-ful- 
filment of  contract  on  the  pert  of  the  Charleston  and  Havana  line.   3d.  It 
is  understood  in  this  department  that  the  performances  on  the  New  York, 
Southampton,  and  Bremen  line  by  the  two  ships  first  jdaced  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  which  are  the  pioneers  of  the  American  steam  mail  packets,  are 
not  equal  quite  to  the  speed  promised ;  but  the  third  and  Iburth  ships, 
idiich  are  to  run  on  the  Havre  branch,  are  expected  fully  to  come  up  to 
their  engagements  in  this  respect.    The  fourth  ship  is  not  yet  cx)mpleted. 
Twenty-six  trips  have  been  performed  and  paid  for,  full  deduction  having 
been  made  for  the  six  trips  omitted.    4th.  1  am  informed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  in  whose  department  the  contract  of  the  New  York  and 
Chagres  line  was  made,  that  the  steamships  of  that  line  were  not  placed 
in  service  as  early  as  the  contract  stipulated,  but  in  ample  season,  it  ap- 
pears, to  put  the  mail  in  due  connexion  at  Panama  with  the  first  convey- 
ance to  San  Francisco  provided  under  the  contract  for  transporting  the 
mail  fram  Panama  to  that  point.    There  were  subsequently  some  irregu- 
larities producing  disconnexions  at.  Panama  with  the  Pacific  steamers  to 
San  Francisco,  resulting  from  the  effort  of  the  contractors  to  embrace  New 
Orleans  in  the  direct  trip  to  and  from  Chagres,  as  petitioned  for  by  the 
citizens  of  New  Orleans,  instead  of  makingthe  connexion  between  New 
Orieans  and  Chagtes  by  way  of  Havana.   This  was  done  at  a  time  when 
it  was  yet  undecided  between  the  Secietary  of  the  Navy  and  the  Post- 
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master  General  who,  under  the  law,  should  take  charge  of  the  a^ang^ 
ments  of  the  schedules  of  departures  and  arrivals,  and  none  weieat^ 
time  prescribed.  The  second  monthly  trip  to  Chagres  was  put  in  opera- 
tion in  January,  1860,  instead  of  October,  1849.  I  understand  thatM 
deduction  tor  this  omitted  service  will  be  exacted  at  the  Navy  Depaitment 
when  payment  under  t!ie  contract  is  made.  In  respect  to  the  mails,  do 
detriment  resulted  from  the  want  of  the  second  monthly  trip  to  Chagres, 
as  there  was  no  provision  for  a  second  monthly  conveyance  bepnd. 
6th.  There  was  a  loss  of  one  trip  each  way  on  the  Panama  and  Ore^D 
line  at  the  commencement  of  the  service,  in  consequence  of  the  desertionof 
the  first  ship  at  San  Francisco  by  the  entire  crew  at  a  time  when  the  nanl 
vessels  at  the  same  port  could  with  difficulty  retain  their  men,  for  which 
full  pay  was  deducted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  I  am  infonned. 
On  inquiry  at  the  Navy  Department,  I  do  not  learn  of  any  other  particu- 
lars in  which  that  line  has  been  deemed  in  defeult. 

To  the  second  inquiry,  I  reply  that  there  are  three  ships  in  serriceia 
the  Bremen  and  Havre  line,  (one  just  entered,)  and  that  four  are  re- 
quired. One  in  the  Charleston  and  Havana  line,  which  is  all  that  is  re- 
quired. There  are  three  in  service  in  the  New  York  and  Chagres  line; 
one  of  which  has  been  accepted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  one, 
as  I  am  informed,  is  ready  for  acceptance,  except  coppering.  The  M 
number  in  the  contract  is  five.  In  the  Panama  and  Oregon  line  tboe 
are  three  accepted  into  the  service,  and  five  running  on  the  line.  The 
number  specified  in  the  contract  is  to  be  not  less  than  three.  In  the  Col- 
lins Une,  between  New  York  and  Liverpool,  there  are  two  ships  in  ser- 
vice, and  five  is  the  full  number  provided  for  in  the  contract. 

In  reply  to  the  third  inquiry,  I  refer  to  the  annexed  tables,  marked  A 
and  B,  to  show  how  much  money  has  been  paid  to  each  line  by  the  P(>st 
Office  and  Navy  Departments  respectively,  and  what  remains  to  be  paid. 
Such  payments  were  made  under  the  act  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  between  the  United  States  and  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  for  other  purposes,  approved  3d  March,  1845;  the  appropiiaiwa 
«ct  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  approved  June  19^ 
1846;  the  appropriation  act  for  the  same  service,  approved  March  2, 1647; 
the  act  to  provide  for  the  building  and  equipment  of  four  naval  steam- 
ships, approved  March  3,  1847;  the  act  to  establish  certain  postrontes, 
and  for  other  purposes,  approved  on  the  same  day;  the  appropriation  act 
for  the  Post  Office  service,  approved  July  10,  1848;  the  appropriation  act 
for  the  naval  service,  approved  August  3,  1848;  the  like  act  approved 
March  3,  1849;  and  the  appropriation  act  for  the  Post  Office  service,  ap- 
proved March  3,  1849. 

The  answer  to  the  4th  inquiry  will  appear,  so  iar  as  it  is  in  the  po^ 
of  this  department  to  furnish  it,  by  reference  to  the  annexed  table, 
marked  C.  This  information  is  not  obtained  from  the  regulariy  audited 
accounts  of  the  department,  which  are  not  so  kept  as  to  show  separately 
the  amounts  of  postages  arising  on  each  line  of  conveyance,  but  fioffi 
statements  (necessarily  more  in  the  nature  of  memoranda  than  regular 
accounts)  which  have  been  required  of  certain  postmasters.  It  will  be 
seen  that  one  line  is  omitted,  and  there  niay  be  inaccuracies  in  other 
respects. 

Understanding  that  the  last  interrogatory  refers  to  the  steamships,  I  an- 
swer it  in  the  affirmative,  so  far  as  this  department  possesses  infonnatxHi 
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on  the  subject,  with  the  exception  of  the  failures  noted  in  my  reply  to 
the  first  inquiry,  and  an  instance  where  the  mails  of  New  Orleans  were 
left  behind  on  a  trip  to  Chagres  in  September,  1849.  The  irregularities 
occurring  in  the  despatch  and  delivery  of  the  mails  going  by  ocean 
steamers,  over  and  above  the  occasional  errors  to  which  the  service  is  sub- 
ject on  all  routes,  have  occurred  chiefly  upon  their  transit  between 
Chagres  and  Panama,  which  is  an  anomalous  service,  now  performed  by 
another  government  for  the  United  States,  under  an  existing  treaty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  K.  HALL, 
Postmaster  General. 
To  the  Hon.  W.  R.  King, 

PresiderU  of  tlte  Senate  17.  fif. 
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A. 


AnumU  of  nwneya paid  hy  the  Post  C^jk* Department  to  the  aetenit 
sleam  iittea,  vp  totke  30M  o/Jme^  1860. 


Lines. 

Date  of  pay- 
ment!. 

Amount  paid. 

Oeean  Steam  Namgetm  Co.»  (or  Bremen  line).. 

• 

Dec   13,1847 
Mar.    4,1848 
April  15, 1848 
June  12, 1848 

July  20, 1848 
Aug.  16, 1848 
Sept.  21,1848 
Ocu    17,1848 
Jan.    19.1849 
April  18, 1849 
July  31,1849 

OcL    12,1849 
Jan.      9, 1850 
April  13, 1850 
May  16, 1850 
June  18, 1850 
July  20, 1850 

•33,333  33 
16,666  67 
16,666  66 
16,666  66 

183,399 

183,3333) 

150,lll)»« 
416,C»6 

16,666  67 
16,666  66 
16,666  67 
16,666  66 
50,000  00 
16,666  67 
50,000  00 

50,000  00 
33,333  33 
16,666  67 
16,666  67 
16,666  66 
16,666  67 

Total  amount  to  June  30. 1R50 , . 

Jan.    29,1849 
May  12,1849 
May  24,  1849 
Aug.  13, 1849 

Not.  23, 1849 
Jan.    19,1850 
April  13, 1850 
July  18,1850 

10,086  32 

11,250  00 

1,250  00 

12,500  00 

sew* 

12,500  00 
12,500  00 
12,500  00 
12,500  00 

Total  amount  to  June  30. 1850 

8S,0B6fl 

AuDiTom^  OrrioB,  Post  Ornos  DsrAaniisT, 

Sir  :  A  a  the  eompaniea  are  all  paid  up  as  aoon  aa  eyidence  ia  at  hand  that  the  eenicfl  1m  ^ 
performed,  nothing  "reoicuM  to  ht  pai4'*  for  eervice  up  to  June  30, 1650. 
ReapectfttUy  eubmitted : 

J.  W.  PARRELLY,A*r. 

Bon.  N.  K.  Hall,  Posteiatter  General. 
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k    Smns  admneed  and  payments  made  by  the  Navy  Department  to  the  mail 
sieam  lines  atUftarized  bytheadof  Congress  ajpraved  March  3, 1847. 


PANAMA  AND  OREGON  LINE. 

1848, Saptanber..... Advanced  under  the  act  approved  Auenat  3, 

1848 #199,000  00 

1850,  May  3 Paid  for  aervice  performed  to  Mareh  31, 1850.      63, 569  45 

1850,  Auguat  1 Paid  for  aarTice  performed  to  June  30, 1850. .  •      45,604  17 

#308,173  Sa 

NEW  YORK  AND  GHAGRES  LINE. 

1848,  September AdTanoa. 50,000  00 

October. do 75,000  00 

November. do. 50,000  00 

December do 50,000  00 

1849,  Jan. and  March.. ..A 65,00000 


990,000  06 


NEW  YORK  AND  LIVERPOOL  LINE. 

1849,  February Advance 50,000  00 

April do 100,000  00 

May do 43,500  00 

1860,  April do 75,000  00 

May do 50,000  00 


317,500  00 


No  payment  for  service  performed  baa  been  made  to  either  the  New  York  and  Liverpool  Una 
or  the  New  York  and  Chagrea  line.  * 

The  amount  advanced  to  the  New  York  and  Liverpool  Kne  ia  not  the  foN  amount  of  one  year's 
compenaation  stipulated  for  in  the  contract.  But  four  veaaela  of  thia  line  have  been  launched. 
Than  remains  to  be  advanced  |67,500. 

Havt  DiPAnTMimr,  &p(em6er  19, 1850.  

JNO.  ETHERIDaS,  CM^f  CUrk. 
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c. 


Amount  of  parage  derived  from  each  line  of  ocean  steamers^  as  ofpm 
from  alatements  furnished  by  peatmaatera  at  the  port*  from  vhtm  tk 
ateamera  depart. 


Line*. 

Yean. 

AmoM 

1.  Ocean  Steam   Nayigation   Company,  or 
Bremen  line».««««« •• ••••■•#••••• 

Jane  1, 1847,  to  Oct.     4, 1848 
Oct.    5,  1848,  to  Oct.     4, 1849 
Oct.   5, 1849,  to  June  30, 1850 

iss^oasi 

61.114  9 
42,37«41 

132,54?  » 

.Note. — ^Theae  amounts  have  been  reported  in  this  mode  down  to  October  instead  of  JooeSO; 
and  a  diyiaion  of  them  now,  by  the  regolar  fiscal  year,  cannot  be  made. 


S.  Charleston  and  Havana . 


Note.— No  statements  having  been  received  from  the  postmaster  of  Charleston,  Soatk  Can* 
lina,  it  is  impossible  at  present  to  report  the  amount  of  postage  which  has  accrued  on  this  liu. 


3.  New  York  and  Chagres. . 

4.  Panama  and  Oregon . . . . . 


Dec  1, 1848,  to  June  30,  1849 
July  1, 1849,  to  June  30, 1850 


973,903  93 


*NoTE. — it  is  impossible,  from  the  manner  in  which  this  postage  has  been  reported,  and  hm 
the  nature  of  the  case,  to  exhibit,  the  postage  of  each  of  these  lines  separaiely. 


5.  ColUns's  line Apr.  27,  ....  to  June  30, 1850 


110,391 41 


RespectfiiUy  subnutted : 


Hon.  N.  K.  Hall,  PoOmoiUr  GentraL 


J.  W.  PARRELLY, 
Jhtdilarffr  Potl  Qffict  DepvtmaL 
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list  C0NGRB88,  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Doo. 

Isi  Session.  No.  78. 


REPORT 
THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 


Th  suUs  iftstUuied  in  courts  of  admiraliy  in  the  Untied  States  against 
foreign  vessels  entering  our  ports. 


June  18,  I860. 

Read,  and  referred  to  th«  Committee  on  Commeree* 

September  27,  1850. 
Committee  diflohaiged,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Department  op  State, 

Washingtony  Jvncj  1850. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  I5th  instant,  uirecting  him  to  report  to  that  body  '-any  evidence  in 
his  department  of  vexatious  suits  instituted  in  any  of  the  courts  of  admi- 
ralty in  the  United  States  against  foreign  vessels  entering  our  ports,"  has 
the  honor  respectfully  to  submit  the  accompanying  papers,  which  contain 
all  the  information  in  this  department  called  for  by  their  resolution. 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 
To  the  Senate  rf  the  United  States. 


Washington,  November  21 ,  1849. 

Sm:  With  reference  to  our  late  conversation,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  herewith  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  has  been  addressed  to  me  by 
her  Majesty's  consul  at  Philadelphia,  representing  to  me  a  case  which 
l^aces  in  a  strong  point  of  view  the  injurions  effects  produced  by  the 
undue  and  unnecessary  interference  of  lawyers  and  of  judges  in  admi* 
ralty  in  the  United  States  in  cases  arising  between  the  masters  and  sea- 
men of  British  vessels,  and  clearly  appertaining  to  the  jurisdiction  of  her 
Majesty's  consuls. 

1  am  aware,  sir,  that  cases  of  the  nature  of  that  nported  to  me  by  Mr. 
Consul  Peter,  if  brought  by  appeal  into  the  courts  above,  would  be  dis- 
missed as  being  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  It  is  evi- 
dent, however,  that  masters  or  owners  of  British  vessels  could  seldom 
avail  themselves  of  this  means  of  obtaining  redress,  which  would,  at  all 
events,  be  attended  with  such  delay  and  expense  as  seriously  to  affect 
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mercantile  business  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  wbicli  Brituh 
vessels  leson. 

Cases  very  similar  to  that  of  the  British  brigantine  **  Contest,"  now 
submitted  to  your  consideration^  have,  at  different  times,  been  meatioped 
to  me  as  of  frequent  occurrence  by  her  Majesty's  consuls  at  thepottsof 
Baltimore  and  New  York.  I  think  it,  therefore,  my  daty  to  ealiihe 
attention  of  the  United  States  government  to  this  matter,  with  the  view 
to  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  may  appear  to  tbem  tiest  calculaied 
to  prevent  the  practice  complained  of. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assanaoeof 
my  highest  consideration. 

JOHN  P.  CRAMPTWL 

Hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  ^e.^  4^.,  ^e. 


British  Consttlate,  Philadelphia,  October  25, 1849. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  frequent  troubles,  expenses,  and  debyi 
to  which  the  masters  and  owners  of  British  vessels  arnviog  in  the  poftof 
Philadelphia  are  exposed,  through  the  uncalled-for  and  unnecessary  inter- 
ference of  its  judges  and  lawyers  in  cases  wholly  British,  I  am  at  leDgtfa 
induced  to  lay  the  following  case  before  you,  with  a  request  that  yoa  vil 
submit  it  to  some  of  the  government  authorities  at  Washington,  and  infao 
mfe  of  their  ojHnion  on  the  subject: 

It  appears  that  John  Bettison,  master  of  the  British  brigantine  <<God- 
test,"  had  some  trifling  dispute  with  his  cook,  Joseph  Robinson,  vho 
was  in  the  habit  of  absenting  himself  without  leave  from  duty  oo  boird; 
that,  on  Thursday,  18th  of  October,  the  master,  out  of  all  paii^ioe  widi 
the  fellow,  exclaimed  thai  he  wished  he  had  taken  himself  off  aitogethtfi 
and  that  he  should  not  care  to  give  a  couple  of  dollars  to  be  wdl  liddf 
him;  that,  in  the  <^urse  of  the  day,  without  any  further  communicatioi 
having  taken  place  between  them,  Robinson  left  the  vessel,  and  look  up 
his  quarters  at  one  of  the  low  boarding-houses  which  abound  in  all  stt- 
ports,  by  the  keeper  of  which  (a  colored  man,  of  the  name  of  Whartmao) 
ne  was  introduc^  to  Mr.  R.  P,  Kane,  an  admiralty  court  proctor,  who 
persuaded  him  (in  order  to  prevent  the  master  from  deducting  anythin; 
Bom  his  wages  for  the  times  he  had  absented  himself  from  dut]^  on  board*) 
to  libel  the  vessel,  and  remove  the  case  from  the  jurisdiction  of  tht 
British  consul  into  that  of  the  admiralty,  of  which  his  brother,  Thoom 
L.  Kane,  was  the  derk,  and  his  &ther,  the  Hon.  John  K.  Kane,  the  pi^ 
aiding  judge. 

On  being  informed  of  the  matter,  the  consul  instantly  entered  his  pio* 
test  against  the  whole  proceeding,  stating  that  the  vessel  was  a  British 
vessel,  that  the  parties  interested  were  both  British  subjects,  and  that  the 
whole  matter  in  litigation  had  arisen  during  a  voyage  of  the  said  reasei 
not  yet  completed;  that,  therefore  he,  the  consul,  did  respectfully,  butai 
the  same  time  most  strongly,  protest  against  the  arrest  and  detention  d 


*Bv  7  and  8  Yieiorui,  cap.  119,  Mc.  Vlt*  any  Beamafi  abaantiiig  liimMlf  vMkottl  laave  hm 
tha  ahifv  or  oihonriae  from  ]ua  duty,  aball  forfeit  out  of  Ilia  wages  tha  aaaosoi.  of  ive  4a|t' 


pay. 
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tlie  said  vessel  and  master — the  same  beins  done  without  sanction  of  the 
consul^  and.  without  any  authority  or  foundation  in  fact  or  law,  the  matter 
in  dispute  between  the  said  parties  being  exclusively  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion  of  British  authority.  The  judge,  however,  the  said  John  K.  Kane, 
chose  to  decide  that  the  case  was  within  hiSy  and  not  the  consul^ s^  juris- 
diction,  and  gave  judgment  accordingly  in  &vor  of  his  son's  client* 

Thus  has  a  British  vessel  been  most  unjustly  detained  in  this  port,  her 
owners  and  master  put  to  much  expense  and  trouble,  and  all  in  a  trifling 
case,  which  might,  and  otherwise  would,  have  been  decided  by  the  British 
consul  in  ten  minutes,  and  without  a  cent's  expense  to  eidier  party. 

Nor  is  this  a  solitary  case.  Though  there  have  been  repeated  decisions 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  that  they  have  no  jurisdiction  in  cases 
of  contracts  made  by  foreigners  in  and  iinder  the  laws  of  a  foreign  country, 
yet  are  there  lawyers  in  this  city  who  are  perpetually  interfering  with 
itritish  vessels,  fomenting  quarrels  between  their  masters  and  crews,  and 
giving  rise  to  a  state  of  msubordinadon  and  license  which  must,  sooaer 
or  later,  prove  deeply  detrimental  to  the  mercantile  interests  of  the  whole 
world.  At  this  moment,  there  are  two  other  British  vessels  in  the  predic- 
ament of  the  "Contest;"  and,  with  a  judge  like  Mr.  Kane,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  as  to  what  will  be  the  result.  But,  even  if  we  do  succeed  in 
fireeing  them  from  arrest,  the  mere  delay  and  costs  of  defence  will  impose 
no  light  penalty  on  the  owners.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  sure 
you  will  not  consider  me  as  unnecessarily  troubling  you  if  I  request  that 
•  the  whole  matter  may  be  laid  befoie  some  of  the  government  authorities 
at  Washington,  and  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  acquaint  me  with 
the  result — the  matter  being  of  the  greatest  importance  to  British  vessels, 
of  which  there  [are]  several  now  lying  in  this  port. 

WILLIAM  PETER, 
Her  Majesty^s  Cuusuly  Philadelphia, 
John  F.  Crampton,  Esq.,  4*c.,  ^c,  ij^c. 

P,  S. — I  understand  that  Judge  Kane  is  now  endeavoring  to  ex- 
cuse himself  by  saying  that  Robinson  was  no  longer  a  British  seaman, 
having  been  discharged  from  his  contract  as  such  by  what  Bettison  had 
said  to  him  on  the  18th;  whereas,  had  his  Honor  consulted  7  and  8  Vic- 
toria, cap.  118,  section  XLVI,  or  listened  to  those  who  had  done  go,  he 
would  have  known  that  no  British  seaman  can  be  discharged  abroad, 
abandoned,  or  left  behind,  without  the  previous  sanction  in  writing  of 
the  consul. 

W.  P, 


Washington,  February  \iy  1850. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  representations  made  to  me  by  Mr,  Peter,  her 
Majesty's  consul  at  Philadelphia,  respecting  some  abuses  of  authority 
commiued  by  the  admiralty  judge  at  that  place,  I  deem  it  well  to  send 
you  a  detailed  statement  of  the  iacts  connected  with  certain  cases  ia 
which  the  conduct  of  the  functionary  in  question  appears  to  have  beeoi 
particularly  reprehensible. 
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I  trust  you  will  give  the  case  yonr  best  attention^  and  do  wbaterer  u 
in  your  power  to  remedy  the  irregularities  complained  of.     . 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of 
my  highest  consideration. 

H.  L.  BULWER 

Hon.  J.  M.  Clattor^  ^c,  ^c,  4*c- 


CASE  OF  THE  BRITISH  SHIP  ••CJONTEST.' 


United  States  District  Court  /or  Eastern  Permsyloama: 

JoSfiPH   ROBHTBON  1 

vs.  >In  Admiralijf^ 

The  British    brioantinb   "CoMftesse."  j^ 

In  this  case  it  appears  that  John  Beltison,  master  of  the  British  brigamtine 
"Contest,"  (erroneously  attached  as  the  '^Coraptesse/')  had  some  trifling 
disputes  with  the  ship's  cook,  Joseph  Robinson,  who  had  at  various 
times  absented  himself  from  his  duties  on  bogird  of  the  said  ship;  that, on 
Thursday,  the  18th  of  October,  the  master,  out  of  all  patience  with  him  frr 
his  repeated  absences,  exclaimed  that  he  wished  he  had  taken  himsdf 
off  altogether,  and  that  he  should  not  mind  a  couple  of  dollars  to  be  veil 
rid  of  him,  (or  words  to  that  effect;)  that,  in  the  course  of  the  same  or. 
the  following  day,  Robinson  again  disappeared,  without  leave  of  Ae 
master,  who  was  then  obliged  to  hire  a  cook  pro  tempore  in  Robinson'* 
place;  that  Robinson,  having  taken  np  his  quarters  at  one  of  the  low 
boarding-houses  which  abound  in  all  seaports,  becaaie  in  some  way  or 
other  acquainted  with  Mr.  R.  P.  Kane,  a  proctor  in  the  admiralty  court, 
by  whom  he  was  induced  (in  order,  pobably,  to  prevent  the  master  fiom 
deducting  anything  from  Robmson's  wages  for  his  frequent  absences, 
and  for  the  substitute  whom  he  had  been  obliged  to  hire  in  his  place) 
to  libel  the  said  vessel,  and  to  remove  the  case  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
British  consul  into  that  of  the  Philadelphia  admiralty  court,  of  which  hii 
brother  was  the  chief  clerk,  and  his  father  the  sole  judge. 

On  being  informed  of  the  matter,  the  consul  entered  his  protest  against 
^the  whole  proceeding—  stating  that  the  ^^Contest**  was  a  British  vessel, 
tfthat  the  parties  were  British  subjects,  that  the  contract  between  them  had 
1[)een  made  in  and  under  the  laws  of  the  British  empire,  and  that  the 
matter  in  Utigation  had  arisen  during  a  voyage  of  the  said  vessA  not 
yet  completed;  that,  therefore,  he  (the  consul)  did  respectfully,  but 
strongly,  protest  against  the  arrest  and  detainer  of  the  said  vessel  and 
master — the  same  being  done  without  his  (the  said  consul's)  sanctioD. 
and  the  matter  in  dispute  being  exclusively  of  British  concernment,  and 
.within  the  jurisdiction  of  British  authority. 

'SThe  judge,  (Kane,)  however,  insisted  that  the  case  was  within  Am,  and 
not  within  the  consul's,  jurisdiction;  that  the  statute  of  Victoria  only 
extended  to  the  case  of  seamen  discharged  without  their  own  consent; 
that  the  words  uttered  by  the  captain,  (about  wishing  himself  well  rid  of 
the  libellant,)  with  the  employment  of  another  man  in  his  place,  amounted 
to  a  discharge;  aq^  that  the  captain,  therefore,  was  bouna  to  pay  tbeUbd- 
ilant  his  full  wages,  together  with  all  costs  of  suit. 
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^ThvtE  has  a  Tessel  been  arrested  ood- detained  in  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia; her  master  and  owner  put  to  mueh  trouble  and  expense;  and  this, 
too,  without  having  been  guilty  of  any  offence  whatsoever,  without  having 
t>iolatedy  or  even  in  the  slightest  way  infringed,  any  JaWy  either  American 
or  English  !  Some  of  Judge  Kane's  friends  have  endeavored  to  palliate 
his  conduct  on  the  occasion  by  stating  that  the  pecuniary  damage  sus- 
tained by  the  respondent  was  small>  and  the  delay  occasioned  to  the  vessel 
Imt  of  snort  duration !  But  this  does  not  alter  the  case.  Whether  the 
damage  amount  to  one  hundred  thousand  or  to  one  hundred  dollars, 
'vrhether  the  delay  be  for  a  twelvemonth  or  for  a  week,  the  injustice  to 
the  respondent,  the  danger  to  other  ship-owners,  are  the  same. 

The ''logic"  which  would  sustain  the  learned  judge  in  the  present 
instance  might  equally  sustain  him  in  acts  (as  Clarendon  says  of  the 
celebrated  ship-money  judgment  in  England)  ''that  left  no  man  any- 
thing which  he  might  <^I  his  own."  There  is  not  a  reason  given  by 
him  for  mulcting  and  delaying  the  brigantane  "Contest"  but  concludes 
(to  almost  any  amount  of  money  or  any  extent  of  time)  every  other 
foreign  vesseX  that  enteis  the  Delaware. 


CASE  OF  THE  BRITISH  BRIG  <«ACHSAH^ 
Friday,  October  26,  1849. 


United  States  District  Court  for  Eastern  PennsyhanicL: 

John  Orr  ^ 

vs.  >In  Admiralty, 

BrnSHBRIG    "ACHSAH."3 

[The  said  brie  had  been  originally  detained,  under  an  order  of  the  ad- 
miralty court,  for  a  breach  of  the  American  passenger-^ct.  The  bail, 
however,  demanded  on  the  occasion,  from  the  master,  John  Morell,  being 
$15,000,  a  greater  amount  than  he  was  able  to  procure,  he  for  a  while 
absconded,  leaving  his  ship  in  custody  of  the  court,  and  his  crewatlarge^ 
without  money  or  means  of  present  support.  Under  these  circumstances, 
there  being  no  regular  consignee  or  other  person  to  protect  her,  the  con- 
sul had  them  all  properly  lodged  and  taken  care  of,  until  instructions  on 
the  subject  should  be  received  from  the  owner  in  England,  or  from  some 
one  appointed  in  his  place,  when  it  might  be  arranc^ed  between  him  and 
the  consul  whether  the  men  should  be  paid  off  and  transferred  to  some 
other  British  ship  or  sent  forward  on  their  yet  unfinished  voyage. 
With  this  arrangement,  accompanied  by  the  assurance  of  the  consul  that 
full  justice  should  be  done  to  each  and  every  of  them,  they  all  (and 
John  Orr  among  the  rest). expressed  themselves  fully  satisfied.  In  this 
state  things  remained  until  about  three  weeks  since,  when  letters  were 
received  trom  the  owner  to  a  respectable  merchant  of  the  port,  Mr.  Alii- 
bone,  appointed  to  act  for  him,  and  when  Messrs.  Van  Dyke  &  Co.,  (the 
lawyers  who  had  been  the  means  of  first  arresting  the  vessel,)  fearing  that 
their  case  was  not  quite  so  strong  as  they  had  at  first  imagined,  and  that, 
she  migh\  at  length  escape  from  their  clutches,  prevailed  on  the  present 
Ubellaut  to  put  in  a  claim  for  wages,  and  a  further  detainer  on  the  ship.] 
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The  libel  was,  in  this  caae^  for  wages  under  a  eontract  made  at  Sm- 
derland,  in  England ,  by  the  Ubeliant,  John  Oir,  for  the  performance  of 
a  Toyage  to  the  United  States,  and  from  thence  back  to  England.  A  ptea 
to  the  jurisdiction  was  filed  by  Thos.  Allibttne,  intervening  for  the  owaen, 
en  the  ground  that  the  proceedings  had  not  the  sanction  of  the  Bzidsh 
consul.  The  libelleuat  supported  his  claim  on  the  following  pleas:  Ist 
That  the  voyage  had  been  broken  up  by  the  arrest  of  the  vessel;  aid 
Sdly.  That  he,  the  libellant,  had  been  discharged  by  the  British  consnl 
from  the  vessel  on  account  of  ill  usage  received  during  the  voyage  faitber. 

Judge  Kane. — ^The  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  must  be  dismissed .  Theieap- 
pears  to  be  a  very  erroneous  im^wession  outof  doorsas  to  coosolar  rights  i& 
matters  of  thb  kind«  Consuls  can  neither  confer  nor  take  away  the  juris- 
diction of  this  court.  The  contract  is  a  maritime  one;  and  it  is  eompe* 
tent  for  a  courts  sitting  in  any  country,  to  decide  upon  it.  If  it  appcaiedi 
from  the  pleadings  in  evidence,  that  justice  could  not  be  done  heten 
effectually  between  the  parties  as  it  might !«  in  their  home  country,  thea 
that  national  comity  which  is  recognised  in  every  country,  upcm  pnad* 
pies*  of  public  policy,  would  seem  to  require  that  parties  should  be  refenad 
to  their  home  tribunal,  unless  the  consul  of  their  nation  should  ask  ni 
adjudication  here;  but  it  has  always  been  held  that,  where  the  vessel ii 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  aud  the  voyage  has  been  broken  up, 
or  the  seamen  discharged,  the  court  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  prop- 
erty is  wilt  adjudicate  the  case — and  this,  although  the  consul  of  the 
foreign  nation  may  not  consent,  or  even  should  object.  Should  our  court 
refuse  to  interfere,  and  to  exercise  jurisdiction,  manifest  injustice  would 
arise,  by  a  master  having  the  power  to  discharge  seamen  while  abseol 
from  their  home,  penniless,  and  without  the  means  of  redress.  Judicially 
we  are  acquainted  with  no  consular  courts;  and  if  such  exist  by  the  bvs 
of  foreign  nations,  their  decrees  are  not  recognised,  nor  can  tliey  be 
enforced  in  this  or  any  other  country.  In  those  cases  where  a  consul  h 
permitted  to  intervene  and  object,  it  is  done  as  a  matter  of  grace,  and  not 
ae  a  matter  of  right,  and  because  the  foreign  tribunals,  believing  that  more 
ample  justice  can  be  done  in  home  courts,  will  refer  the  parties  to  Uieir 
home  tribunals.  In  all  real  actions  of  the  civil  law,  the  proper  hrm  is 
the  locus  rei  sttee. 

It  would  be  unjust  in  this  case  to  send  the  libelant  home  to  seA 
redress,  when  the  vessel,  against  every  plank  of  which  he  has  the  fiist 
claim,  may  be  kept  here  and  distributed  among  creditors.  My  refusal  to 
hear  this  case,  or  the  refusal  of  an  English  court  to  hear  a  similar  ease 
from  this  country,  would  be  a  disregard  of  that  national  comity  which 
should  always  be  recognised,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  denying  a  party 
the  best  means  of  obtaining  his  legal  rights.  It  has  been  the  universal 
practice  of  the  British  courts  to  exercise  this  jurisdiction;  and  in  doing 
It,  they  have  been  rendering  but  justice  to  American  seamen.  Except 
this  court,  in  this  instance,  had  power  to  put  the  master  under  obligatioD 
to  return  to  his  country  and  take  with  him  the  vessel  and  witoesstf 
necessary  to  support  the  libellant's  case,  which  cannot  be  denied,  mani- 
fest injustice  would  be  done  to  the  iibetlant.  There  is  no  question  but 
that  justice  can  be  done  here  more  effectually  than  by  reference  to  the 
home  tribunal. 

Further  hearing  adjourned  to  Friday,  November  2. 
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PraDAT,  November  2,  1849. 


United  States  District  Cocrt  of  Eastern  Petmsyhania: 

John  Orr  1 

09.  >In  AdmiraUy, 

"TflK  British   brig  "Ach9ah."3 

On  the  further  hearing  of  this  case,  Mr.  Wain,  for  the  respondent,  pro- 
posed to  enter  the  following  protest  from  the  British  consul  against  the 
arrest  and  detainer  of  the  said  vessel,  as  well  as  against  the  pleas,  state- 
ments, and  pretexts  by  which  such  arrest  and  detainer  had  been  attempted 
to  be  sustained: 

Orr  tj».  British  brig  <'Achsah.^' 

Whereas  a  libri  has  been  filed  in  this  court  against  the  British  brig 
'^^Achsah,"  for  wages  stated  to  be  due  under  a  contract  made  by  the  iibel- 
lant,  John  Orr,  for  the  performance  of  a  voyage  to  the  United  States,  and 
^ence  back  to  England;  and  whereas  the  said  libellant  has  endeavored 
to  support  his  claim  by  pretending  that  the  voyagn  has  been  brokeriupy  and 
he  {the  said  Uieflant)  (Hscharstedfro^m  Vie  said  ve$sel,b]fths  British  consul; 
^nd  whereas  the  judge  of  the  court,  the  Honorable  John  K.  Kane,  has 
claimed  to  have  jurisdiction  in  and  over  the  said  case,  stating  that  ^^^Aa 
<!entract  is  a  maritime  one^'*^  and  that  therefore  ^^it  is  competent  for  a  court 
in  any  country  to  decide  upon  it;^^  and  whereas  he,  the  said  judge,  further 
states,  that,  ^^shouldthe  court  refisse  to  exercise  such  jurisdiction j  manifest 
infustiee  rj^ould  arise^  by  a  master  /4av'mg  the  pmoer  to  discharge  seamen^ 
nofMe  absent  from  their  homes^  penniless^  and  without  means  of  redress^** 
and,  moreover,  that  **it  wuuid  be  unjust ^  in  this  case,  to  send  the  libellanl 
home,  when  the  pfSsel,  against  every  plank  of  which  he  has  the  first  daim^ 
iSMy  be  kej^  here  and  distributed  among  creditors;'*^  and  whereas  the  said 
judge  yet  further  states,  that  ^^U  has  been  the  universal  practice  o^  the 
British  courts  to  exercise  this  jurisdiction:^^  Now  know  all  men,  that  I, 
William  Peter,  her  Britannic  Majesty^s  cx>usul  for  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, do  hereby  most  respectfully,  but  at  the  same  time  most  strongly,  pro- 
test agaiast  the  anrest  and  detainer  of  the  British  brig  '^Achsah,"  as  well 
as  against  (he  pleas,  statements,  and  pretexts  by  which  such  arrest  and 
detainer  have  been  attempted  to  be  sustained. 

And  first,  I  do  deny  that  the  voyage  of  the  said  ship  (however  inter* 
rupted  by  the  interferences  of  this  court)  has  been  broken  up  atfid  ended, 
or  the  libeliaut  discharged  from  his  contract  of  service,  either  by  me,  the 
said  consul,  or  by  any  one  actino^in  my  name,  or  under  my  authority ;and 
forther,  and  in  like  manner,  do  \  also  deny  that  the  contract  ('^maritime/' 
foreign,  or  by  whatsoever  name  the  court  may  be  pleased  to  designate  it) 
is  a  contract  which  ^^i^i^  competent^'*  (as  it  has  been  stated  by  the  learnea 
judge)  ^for  a  court  in  any  country  to  decide  upon*^ — it  being  a  contract 
between  Buglishmen,  made  in  Englatid,  and  under  English  law,  and 
in  nowise  relating  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  other 
country  save  and  except  the  people  of  Great  Britain.  And  as  to  "/Ac  master 
having  power  to  discfiarge  seamen,  whilst  absent  f  rota  their  horn**,  penniless, 
mndwitheut  redres*,^^  the  master  possesses  no  such  power;  and  no  such  case, 
therefore,  as  that  contemplated  by  tlie  court,  can  occur — it  being  enacted 
by  the  7  and  8  Victoria^  c.  112,  s.  XLYI,  that  (in  order  to.  prevent  ail  such 
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mischiefs)  no  seaman  of  any  ship  belonging  to  any  of  her  Majesty^s  sub- 
jects shall  be  discharged  abroctd  without  the  previous  sanction  of  the  miii^ 
ister,  consul/ or  vice  consul,  or,  in  the  absence  of  any  such  functionaiy, 
then  of  two  respectable  merchants  resident  there — such  sanction  to  be  bf 
them  on  the  ship's  articles  endorsed.  And  as  to  the  libellant^  in  this  or 
any  other  case,  being  ^^sent  home  to  seek  redress ^  when  the  vessel,  a^amal 
every  plank  of  which  he  has  the  first  clainiy  maybe  kept  here  and  <RsfrA- 
uted  amongst  creditors ^''^  no  injustice  of  this  kind  can,  by  any  possibilitj, 
arise,  as  it  would,  under  such  circumstances,  become  the  consuFs  duty  \o 
put  in  and  enforce  the  crew's  claim  for  wages  as  a  lien  upon  the  ship, and, 
as  such,  to  see  it  satisfied,  before  any  distribution  be  allowed  to  take  plaoe 
amongst  the  creditors.  Holding,  too,  as  he  does,  the  ship's  register  and 
papers  in  his  hands,  he  would  not  deliver  them  up  until  fullest  jostiee 
nad  been  done  to  each  and  every  individual  of  the  crew  having  any  elaffii 
on  the  said  ship.^ 

Further,  as  to  its  being  ^^ths  tmimrsai  praetiee  of  the  British  ceurts 
to  exercise  this  Juriadietiony*^  (as  seems  to  nave  been  so  unadvisedly  as- 
sumed by  the  learned  judge,)  I  have  most  respectfully  to  sttbinit,  that 
auch  is  hot  the  fact.  In  no  British  port,  where  there  is  either  a  minister, 
or  consul,  or  accredited  agent,  of  the  American  or  other  foreign  govern* 
ment,  would  British  courts  presume  to  interfere,  except  on  the  appiicatioD 
of  such  foreign  functionary,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  parties  interested — 
and  tkiSy  not  merely  as  an  act  of  ^'national  comity,"  but  as  the  long- 
approved  practice  of  all  civilized  communities. 

As  to  any  benefit  resulting  to  foreign  countries  from  tke  court's  in* 
interference  in  cases  of  this  kind,  there  can  be  fwne.  In  t}ie  case  of 
Robinson,  (decided  by  the  couft  last  week,  at  much  trouble  and  ex- 
pense to  the  captain  and  the  ship-owner,)  the  whole  matter  might,  and 
would,  but  for  such  interference,  have  been  settled  without  a  cent's  ex- 
pense or  an  hour's  delay  to  either  party — not,  indeed,  (as  seems  to  have 
been  so  gratuitously  assumed,)  by  a  distant  "home  tribunal,'*  but  by  the 
British  consul,  at  his  office,  in  Philadelphia ;  and  in  Orr's  (the  preaent  li- 
bellant's)  case,  there  is  even  less  ground  for  foreign  intervention.  The 
amount  of  wages  claimed  by  him,  and  admitted  by  the  respondents,  is  the 
same;  and  nothing  either  was  or  now  is  wanting  but  the  liberation  of  the 
vessel  for  the  consul  to  determine  whether  he  (the  s^id  libellant)  shall  be 
paid  off  here  or  sent  forward  on  his  yet  unfinished  voyage.  Indeed,  na 
one  could  have  bad  less  cause  of  complaint  than  the  ^id  libellant,  as, 
from  the  time  of  the^Achsah^s^'  first  arrestdown  tothatof  his  felling  into 
the  hands  of  the  admiralty  proctor,  the  consul  had  seen  him  and  his  Al- 
lows all  i^roperly  lodged  and  provided  for,  with  every  assurance  of  their 
claims  being  duly  attended  to,  and  of  the  ship  (in  case  they  should  be 
discharged)  not  being  permitted  to  leave  the  port  until  amplest  justice 
should  have  been  rendered  to  each  and  every  one  of  them. 

In  conclusion — believing  that  the  jurisdiction  now  sought  to  be  estab- 

^WheoeTer  any  ship  ii  bokl,  or  the  services  of  any  seainsn  shall  isrminmte  «kro«rf,  it  beoDnwt 
the  consura  duty  u>  see  ail  justice  done,  to  see  that  the  roaster  givea  "^lo  each  of  the  cxcw  aad  la 
each  of  the  seamen,  whose  service  shall  terminate  as  at'orfsaid^  a  certificate  of  discharj^e,  and 
also  his  re^ister^iicket,  and,  besides  paying  the  wsgres  to  which  they  shall  be  respectively  aniiiM^ 
either  provide  them  with  adequate  employment  on  board  of  some  other  British  vessel  homeward 
bound,  or  furnish  the  means  of  sending  them  back  to  the  port  in  her  Majesty's  dominions  al 
which  they  were  originally  shipped,  or  to  such  other  port  of  Ihe  United ^Wffdom  u  afcall  fa* 
agreed  upon.»'-<SM  7  and  8  VieioriM,  e.  112, ».  17  ) 
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lished  by  the  court,  in  cases  like  the  present,  is  as  unwarranted  by  the 
long  practice  as  it  is  by  the  general  *  ^comity"  of  nations;  that  it  is  not 
only  of  no  possible  service  or  advantage  to  the  United  States  or  Great 
Britain,  but  of  positive  detriment  to  both,  causing,  as  it  cannot  &il  to 
do,  insubordination  amongst  ships'  crews,  trouble  and  delay  to  ships' 
masters,  serious  expense  to  ships'  owners,  and  consequent  damage  and 
loss  to  all  those  great  commercial  interests  which,  as  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
consul  at  this  port,  I  am  especially  appointed  to  promote  and  to  defend — 
satisfied  of  these  truths,  I  once  more  respectfully,  but  firmly,  protest 
against  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  and  the  further  detamer  of  the  Brit- 
ish brig  ^^Achsah." 

WILLUM  PETER. 
British  Consulate,  PhUadelpkiay  November  1,  1S49. 

The  judge,  considering  the  above  protest  (of  which  he  read,  or  heard, 
only  a  very  few  lines)  as  an  unwarranted  attack  on  the  jurisdiction  of 
his  court,  refused  to  admit  it  on  the  files  thereof,  and  then  adjourned  all 
further  hearing  of  the  cause  until  that  day  week,  viz:  Friday,  Novem- 
ber 9. 

Friday,  November  9, 1849. 

The  case  was  called  on,  but  immediately  after  adjourned  to  Friday^ 
November  16. 

Friday,  November  16, 1849. 
The  case  adjourned  to  Friday,  November  23. 

Friday,  November  23,*  1849. 

The  case  adjourned  to  Friday,  November  30. 

Friday,  November  30, 1849. 

The  cause  being  called  on,  the  following  protest  against  the  jurisdic- 
tion and  the  proceedings  of  the  court  was  tendered  on  the  part  of  her  ; 
Majesty's  Consul,  but  at  once,  even  without  being  heard  or  looked  at,  re- 
jected by  Judge  Kane: 


7\>  the  honorable  the  judge  of  the  United  States  district  court  of  east- 

trn  Pennsylvaiiia : 

John  Orr  1 

vs.  >In  Admiraliy. 

The  British  brig  "Achsah."     j 

I,  William  Peter,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  for  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  do  once  more  respectfully,  but  not  less 
strongly,  protest  against  the  detainer  of  the  British  brig  " Achsah,"  and  the 
jurisdiction,  in  such  cases,  over  British  vcjssels,  assumed  by  the  United 
States  district  court  of  eastern  Pennsylvania.  I  protest  against  such  ju- 
risdiction as  equally  unnecessary  and  uncalled  for,  as  injurious  to  the  in< 
terests  of  coomierce,  and  at  variance,  not  only  with  international  comity. 
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but  with  international  law,  or  the  approved  usage  and  example  of  all 

Christian  States. 

I.  And  first,  no  such  jurisdiction  or  authority  is  either  claiined  m 
exercised  by  the  tribunals  of  Great  Britain  over  American  or  other  £»- 
eign  ships  entering  her  ports.  In  the  case  of  "The  Two  Friends/'  Sk 
William  Scott,  speaking  of  a  marine  contract,  says  that  such  comtiact,  he- 
ing  '^created  by  the  particular  institutions  of  each  country,  must  be  ajh 
plied,  construed,  and  explained  by  its  own  particular  rules" — adding, 
that,  "between  parties  alt  foreigners,  if  there  were  the  slightest  diaiK^ 
nation  to  submit  to  the  jurisdiction,  he  should  not  be  inclined  to  inter- 
fere, for  the  court  was  not  hungry  after  Jurisdiction.''  And  in  a  subse- 
quent case,  namely,  that  of  "TThe  Martin,  of  Norfolk,"  the  same  eminent 
authority  says  that,  ^Hhecase  having  come  to  him  accompanied  by  alefier 
from  the  American  minister,  stating  that  the  parties  were  all  Americaas, 
and  willing  to  submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  he  was  induced  to 
entertain  the  suit,  which,  tcithotUsttch  application  from  a /ta-'eisrn  ffdmMtr^ 
and  such  consent  of  the  partv  Sj  he  should  have  been  by  no  means  willing 
to  do,  having  no  disposition  to  interfere  in  the  disputes  of  foieigneis. 
Even  now,  the  court  entertains  the  cause  with  reluctance.'* — (SeeRaboh 
son's  Adm.  Rep,  vol.  /.,  pp.  278,  280;  and  IV,  p.  243;  aisoy  AUett 
on  Shippings  5(h  American  edition,  p,  785.) 

II.  No  such  authority  as  that  assumed  by  the  admiralty  court  in  Phih- 
delphia  is  claimed  or  exercised  by  the  French  tribunals.  Not  only  has 
it  been  repudiated  in  all  cases  of  contracts  between  foreigners,  butev«a 
in  regard  to  criminal  offences,  where  the  offence  perpetrated  has  occoned 
on  board  of  a  foreign  ship,  and  among  foreigners  of  the  same  crew  aad 
nation.  In  the  case  of  the  American  ship  '^Newton,"  where  a  scuffle  had 
taken  place  in  the  boat  between  two  of  its  crew;  and  in  that  of  the  Ameri- 
can ship  <<Sally,"  where  a.  severe  wound  had  been  inflicted  by  the  mate 
on  one  of  the  sailors,  for  having  used  the  ship's  boat  without  leave,— the 
Council  ol  Slate  (having  received  the  protests  of  the  United  States  con- 
suls in  opposition  to  the  attempted  interference  of  some  of  the  miaor 
courts)  interdicted  their  tribunals  from  taking  cognizance  in  either  of  the 
cases.  '<  Les  droits  de  la  puissance  neutre^  (they  say,)  doivent  etie 
respectes,  comme  s'agissant  de  la  discipline  interieure  du  Yaissean,  dam 
laquelle  I'autorite  locale  ne  doit  pas  s'ingirer,  toutes  les  fois  que  son 

*  recours  n'est  pas  r^clam^,  vu  que  la  tranquiUite  du  port  n'est  pas  com- 
promise."— (See  Acies  ou  Extraits  d'Actes  cites  dans  VOrdonMOMS 
Jioyaic  du  29  Octobre,  1833,  sur  les  fonctions  des  consuls,  dans  leers 
rapports  avec  la  marine  commetciale.) 

III.  Nor  is  the  law  or  usage  of  the  American  courts,  ss  expounded  bf 
their  best  judges,  in  anywise  (as  far^  at  least,  as  regards  civil  contracts 
made  in  foreign  countries  between  foreigners)  different  from  that  of  Fran« 
or  England.  In  the  case  of  '^  Findly  and  others  against  the  ship  *  Wil- 
liam,' "  Judge  Peters,  after  stating  that  he  should  not  hesitate  to  use  aaj 
plain  authority  which  he  knew  the  court  to  possess — ^be  the  consequences 
what  they  might — goes  on  to  recommend  caution  to  the  court  in  its  dete^ 
minations;  adding  that,  if  the  laws  and  customs  of  all  nations  did  noC 
warrant  the  interlerence  of  the  court,  no  authority  could  be  acquired  by 
it  fmm  the  laws  of  its  own  country.  And,  in  the  case  of  the  Danish  ship 
<<Fois6ket,"  the  same  judge  says  that  it  had  been  his  general  rule  not  ID 
take  cognizance  of  disputes  between  masters  and  crew^  of  foreign  ships. 
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I  but  to  refer  them  to  their  own  tribunals. — (See  Adm/iraUj/  DeoUionSy  vol. 
lypp.  22  and  W.) 

In  thecase  of  ^^Lloyd  against  CoUins/'  decided  at  Baltimore  in  Decern* 
bet^  1846,  Judge  Purmnce  expressly  states  *^  that  no  magislrate  has  au- 
thority Of  juri9aictix)n  over  a  contract  made  in  a  foreign  country  and  under 
foreign  laws;''  that  <^even  the  high  courts  of  admiralty  and  mantime 
jurisdiction  have  no  control  over  such  contracts."  And  m  a  subseauent 
and  very  recent  case,  viz:  that  of  **Lynch  and  others  against  Crowder," 
Judge  BettSy  of  Mew  York,  says  that  '^  the  mle  ft.  e.,  of  not  taking 
cognizance  of  suits  by  foreign  seamen]  is  founded  upon^  the  common 
interest  which  all  commercial  nations  have  in  preserving  the  services  of 
their  seamen  to  the  vessel  during  the  who^e  period  of  their  engagement — 
adding  that  ^'it  would  be  pernicious  to  the  interests  of  trade  and  commerce 
to  encourage  .seamen  in  suits  for  wages  in  foreign  ports,  a^  the  master  or 
vessel,  and  firequently  both,  must^  in  that  way,  be  int<urupted  in  the  busi* 
ness  of  the  voyage^  and  the  general  adventure  subjected  to  embarrassing 
delays  and  losses. 

^<  But  what,  in  my  judgment,"  continues  the  learned  jud^e,  ^4s  still 
more  conclusive  against  the  maintenance  of  this  suit  by  them,  is,  that  the 
official  representative  of  their  own  country  disapproves  of  their  acts,  and 
solicits  this  court  not  to  entertain  the  action."  ^^Every thing  touching  the 
validity  of  the  supposed  discharge  of  these  seamen  belongs  most  prop* 
erly  to  the  courts  where  the  litigants  and  this  ship  belong;  and  the  law 
common  to  them  all,  is  the  rightful  criterion  by  which  their  rights  and 
remedies  should  be  adjusted." 

Similar  doctrines  have  been  held,  and  similar  judgments  given,  by 
Judge  Collins,  of  New  Orleans,  and  other  judges  of  the  United  States; 
nor  can  I  hear  or  read  of  a  single  judge  (excepting  the  present  judge  of 
the  United  States  district  court  in  eastern  Pennsylvania)  who  has  as* 
sumed  to  hold,  or  to  decide  otherwise. 

Fortified,  therefore^  by  these  cases,  as  well  as.  by  the  prevailing  prac- 
tice of  all  Christian  and  civilized  States,  I  hereby  renew  my  solemn  protest 
against  the  proceedings  of  this  court,  as  vexatious,  useless,  tedious,  and 
expensive,  contrary  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  and  consequently 
out  of  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  this  or  of  any  other  foreign  tribunal. 

WILLIAM  PETER, 
H.  B.  M.  Consul  for  the  SicUe  of  Pennstylvania,  ^e. 

British  Consulate^  Philadelphia,  Novemier  *30,  1849. 

The  cause  was  adjourned  from  time  to  time  until  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, wiien  his  Honor  the  judge  of  the  United  States  district  court  afore- 
said gave  judgment  in  the  following  words: 


."^ 


John  Orr 

vs.  yin  Admiralty  J  December  17, 1849. 

The  "Achbah. 


Judsre  Kane. — ^The  libellant  is  a  British  seaman,  and  the  ^*  Achsah" 
a  British  ship.  He  arrived  in  her  at  this  part  in  August  of  the  present 
year,  as  one  of  her  crew,  bound  by  the  shipping  articles  for  the  return 
voyage.    Soon  after  her  arrival,  the  mate  and  crew  made  complaints  to 
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the  British  consul  of  ill  usage  and  general  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the 
captain;  and  the  consults  secretary,  who  occasionally  acts  as  vic^consol, 
repaired  on  board,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and  redressing  them.  The 
result  was  an  agreement  between  the  captam  and  crew,  reduced  lo  wri- 
ting, and  signed  in  the  presence  of  this  gendeman,  by  which  the  crew 
were  to  be  discharged,  and  their  wages  paid.  This  agreement  was  to  be 
carried  into  execution  on  the  following  day,  at  the  office  of  the  consulate; 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  men  were  allowed  to  go  on  shore,  and  take 
their  things  with  them.  In  the  morning,  however,  the  captain  did  not  ap- 

Eear,  according  to  his  promise,  and  has  not  been  seen  since.  It  seems  that 
e  had  become  apprized  of  the  fact  that  process  had  issued  from  this  court 
for  hisarrest,  and  that  of  his  vessel,  on  a  libel,  charging  him  with  numer- 
ous gross  violations  of  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  protection  ofpassengos; 
passed  May  17,  1848.  He  fled,  in  consequence,  after  making  arrange- 
ments to  withdraw  his  vessel  partially  from  what  he  supposed  to  be  the 
jurisdictional  limits  of  the  admiralty.  The  case  will  be  remembered  aa 
the  one  in  which  the  marshal  was  forcibly  dispossessed  of  the  vessel  Ij 
the  persons  who  had  carried  her  across  the  river,  and  which  led  to  their 
indictment,  and  the  conviction  of  the  ringleader,  at  the  present  term  of  the 
district  court. 

Since  that  time,  the  ^'Achsah''  has  remained  in  the  marshal's  charge, 
the  hearing  of  the  libel  against  her  havingbeen  delayed,  at  the  instance  of 
the  foreign  owner's  representative.  The  seamen  were  taken  care  of  by 
their  consul,  who  paid  their  board,  and  provided  a  passage  home  fi)r  sueh 
of  them  as  were  willing  to  go  without  receiving  their  wages.  Orr,  how- 
ever, preferred  prosecuting  his  claim^  against  the  vessel;  and  on  the  6th 
October  last,  he  filed  the  present  libel,  apparently  without  consulting  the 
consul,  for  he  has  since  refused  to  be  answerable  further  for  the  libellant's 
board,  and  now  protests  against  the  court's  holding  jurisdiction  of  the 
cause. 

The  defence  relies  upon  this  protest,  and  upon  the  allegation  that  the 
Hbellaiit  has  not  been  discharged^  inasmuch  as,  by  the  statute  7  S.  Vic, 
c,  112,  s.  46,  no  discharge  of  a  British  seaman  can  be  made  in  a  foreign 
poit  without  the  sanction  of  the  consul  of  his  nation,  which  sanction  has 
not  been  given  here,  or  at  least  has  not  been  endorsed  upon  the  shipping 
articles. 

This  last  ground  of  defence  is  founded  upon  a  misconception  of  the 
spirit  and  terms  of  the  British  statute.  Its  object,  as  declared  in  the  pre- 
amble of  the  46th  section,  is  the  prevention  of  the  *<great  mischiefs  which 
have  arisen  from  masters  of  merchant  ships  leaving  seamen  in  foreign  ports^ 
who  have  thus  been  reduced  to  distress,  and  thereby  tempted  to  become 
pirates,  and  otherwise  to  misconduct  themselves."  And  the  section  en- 
acts that  if  the  master  of  a  British  ship  '^shall  dischar^  any  person  be- 
longing to  his  crew  abroad,  without  the  previous  sanction  of  her  Majesty 's 
minister  or  consul,"  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor.  Other 
provisions  of  the  act  go  on  to  denounce  the  same  penalty  for  forcing  a  sea- 
man ashore,  abandoning,  or  leaving  him  behind. 

It  is  too  ohvious  for  argument  that  the  purpose  of  this  statute  is  to  pro- 
tect the  seaman  against  the  master's  misconduct — not  to  relieve  the  master 
or  his  vessel  from  liability  to  the  injured  seaman.  If  it  could  be  so  iotefw 
preted  as  to  take  away  from  the  seaman  his  civil  remedy  for  waros^ 
whenever  the  fraud  against  him  was  attended  by  circumstances  fitted  to 
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provoke  the  criminal  justice  of  his  sovereign^  it  would  reduce  him  of  ne- 
liessity  to  the  distress  and  temptation  which  it  affects  to  prevent,  and  would 
3fier  a  flagrant  bounty  to  the  crime  it  denounces.  6ut  it  is  not  so:  the 
statute  assumes  that  a  discharge,  though  unlawful,  may  still  be  a  dischargee, 
fox  it  uses  the  very  word  in  describing  the  offence;  and  its  whole  pohcy 
Is  manifestly  the  oppposite  of  that  which  would  inflict  a  penalty  on  the 
crew  for  ihe  wrong  they  had  sustained  from  the  master. 

There  remains  to  be  considered  the  protest  of  the  British  consul.  1 
so  term  it,  because  I  believe  a  paper  which  was  tendered  to  me  a  few  days 
ngo,  when  this  case  was  mentioned,  and  which  I  regret  1  could  not  receive, 
^w^as  announced  as  bearing  that  character;  and  because  the  secretary  of  the 
consul  has  since  declared,  on  the  witness-stand,  that  the  consul  dissents 
altogether  from  this  proceeding  before  me.  1  am  left,  however,  without 
the  advantage  of  knowing  on  what  grounds  this  interposition  of  his  was 
sought  to  be  made.  The  proctors  who  have  argued  upon  it  have  con- 
tented themselves  with  referring  to  the  fact,  and  such  reflection  on  the 
matter  hs  I  have  found  leisure  for  has  not  conducted  me  further. 

Certainly,  the  case,  as  it  appears  in  the  evidence,  is  not  one  to  invokq 
official  sympathies  for  the  defence.  It  is  the  case  of  a  seaman  who  has 
been  abandoned  and  defrauded  of  his  wages  in  a  foreign  country.  The 
shipowner  is  so  remote  as  to  be  virtually  inaccessible  to  suit;  the  master 
has  absconded;  and  the  seaman  comes  into  tlie  court  of  admiralty  to 
assert  his  unquestionable  lien  against  the  ship.  If  this  be  denied  him,  he 
must  lose  his  claim,  or  encounter  a  voyage  to  Europe,  carrying  his  wit- 
nesses with  him,  to  prosecute  it.against  the  owner  in  personam  where  he 
can  find  him.  There  is  no  other  circumstance  in  the  case.  It  cannot  be 
said  that  he  misbehaved  in  leaving  the  ship,  for  this  was  sanctioned  both 
by  the  captain  and  the  representative  of  his  nation;  nor  that  he  has  mis- 
behaved himself  since,  if  that  could  be  deemed  material,  for,  until  after  the 
Ubel  was  filed,  the  consul  gave  him  protection  and  sup]X)rt.  If  there  be 
considerations  of  justice  which  require  me  to  witlihold  redress  under 
such  circumstances,  they  have  not  been  presented  to  my  notice.  The 
protest  o{  the  consul  stands  before  me  by  itself,  without  exposition  or  argu-. 
ment;  and  it  must  receive,  therefore,  just  that  measure  of  deference  which 
may  be^claimed  for  an  ofScisJ  expression  of  the  opinions  and  wishes  of 
that  functionary. 

But,  sitting  here,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  unsupported  opinions  or 
the  wishes  of  any  gentleman,  however  he  may  be  commended  to  my  re- 
spect by  the  office  he  bears.  I  may  not  admit  the  right  ^  as  residing  any- 
where to  interpose  in  any  manner  or  degree  in  the  judicial  proceedings 
which  may  be  pending  before  me,  whether  by  an  expression  of  dissent  to 
their  operation  or  the  revert^e.  There  are  cases,  certainly,  in  which  our 
courts  take  jurisdiction  reluctantly  of  controversies  between  foreigners,  on 
being  advised  that  the  interests  of  justice  may  be  as  fully  and  readily 
attained  by  a  resort  to  the  tribunals  of  their  own  country.  And  in  such 
a  case,  it  is  not  unconunon  for  us,  when  sitting  in  admiralty,  to  invite,  or 
receive  unsolicited,  from  the  consul  resident  here,  such  informatiop  as  may 
determine  us  whether  to  entertain  tlie  suit  or  not;  and  in  most  cases, 
though  not  in  all,  we  do  entertain  it,  if  he  requests  us  to  do  so.  This 
has  sometimes  been  called  the  consul's  assent  to  the  litigation  in  the  for- 
eign forum. 
But  it  would  be  a  grave  mistake  to  infer  from  this  that  any  action  or 
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Opinion  of  his  can  either  confer  jurisdiction  npon  the  conrt  or  detract  ii 
anywise  from  the  jurisdiction  it  possesses.  There'  is  no  legal  difference 
in  this  particular  between  our  courts  of  admiralty  and  our  courts  of  com- 
mon law:  both  derive  their  powers  from  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  the  laws  made  under  it,  including,  of  course,  the  treaties  with 
foreign  States;  and  both  are  bound  alike  to  exercise  their  powers  in  fur- 
therance of  justice.  Now,  I  have  never  heard  the  idea  suggested  that  the 
action  of  a  common-law  court  could  depend  in  any  case  for  its  validity  or 
effect  upon,  or  that  it  could  be  either  arrested  or  expedited  by,  the  interven- 
tion of  a  foreign  consul.  And  although  in  the  admiralty,  where  our  juris- 
diction is  sometimes  internalionaI,and  our  practice  accommodates  itself  to 
the  usages  of  the  maritime  worid,  we  not  unfrequently  ask  the  advice  of 
foreign  consuls,  and  habitually  lend  them  our  aid  in  matters  regarding  the 
police  of  their  shipping,  yet  this  is  not  as  of  right  on  either  side:  it  is 
altogether  a  thing  of  mutual  courtesy,  limited  by  a  just  discretion,  and 
only  so  ihr  effective  upon  the  result  as  the  opinions  and  wishes  expressed 
to  us  are  found  to  consist  with  that  justice  which  it  is  the  exclusive  doty 
of  the  court  to  administer  and  effectuate  within  its  territories. 

Yet,  with  this  controlling  limitation,  our  courts  have  always  manifested 
a  desire  to  further  the  policy  of  other  nations  in  reference  to  their  seamen. 
The  cases  are  numerous  which  illustrate  this.  We  are  aware  of  the  in- 
convenience to  which  foreign  ship-masters  are  often  subject,  in  our 
ports,  in  consequence  of  the  rate  of  wages  here  being  higher  than  abroad; 
and  we  not  only  assist  them  frequently  in  reclaiming  deserters,  but  we 
view  very  jealously  the  allegations  of  ill  treatment  and  other  causes  for  a 
forced  discharge  that  are  constantly  pF&sented  to  us  by  foreign  seamen. 
But,  the  discharge  once  clearly  made  out  in  proof,  I  do  not  know  that  any 
court  has  denied  the  seaman  his  wages  from  an  apprehension  that,  if  he 
got  them,  he  might  not  be  inclined  to  go  home. 

Such  1  believe  to  be  the  theory  of  both  the  English  law  and  our  own 
upon  this  subject.  It  is  true  that  in  England  a  question  like  that  imme- 
diately before  me  could  hardly  find  its  way  into  discnssion.  Certainly 
not  in  the  common-law  courts;  for  no  one  can  doubt  the  right  of  an  aliem 
friend,  seaman  or  other,  to  sue  in  the  Westminster  Hall,  altogether  ine- 
spective  of  the  agency  of  his  consul;  and  scarcely  in  the  admiralty,  for, 
subordinated  as  that  jurisdiction  has  been  in  England  for  many  ]reaiB, 
holding  cognizance  of  suits  for  wages,  even  where  a  vessel  and  the  seamen 
were  British,  rather  by  a  kind  of  toleration  than  by  setded  law,  the 
Judges  Imve  restricted  their  action  within  such  closely-guarded  limits  as 
almost  to  exclude  foreign  seamen  from  their  courts  altogether.  The  con- 
sequence is,  that  very  tew  cases  of  wages  in  which  consuls  could  int»- 
fere  are  found  in  the  English  admiralty  reports,  and  I  do  not  remember 
one  in  which  they  have  protested. 

Yet  we  may  judge  from  the  case  of  the  "Courtney*'  (Edw.  R.,  240) 
how  far  the  English  admiralty  would  be  willing  to  depart  from  its  ordi- 
nary  course  in  enforcing  the  policy  of  foreign  governments  towards  their 
seamen,  even  at  the  joint  instance  of  the  seamen  and  their  consul.  In 
that  case,  certain  American  seamen,  having  been  discharged  in  an  Eng^ 
lish  port,  included  in  their  libel  for  wages*  a  prayer  that  their  consiri 
might  receive  for  them  the  additional  pay  which,  by  our  act  of  CkmgfesB 
of  1803.  they  were  entitled  to  claim,  through  his  interven^n,  on  em- 
barking to  return  home,  after  a  discharge  abroad.    The  act  of  Congiest 
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oras  printed  on  the  back  of  the  shipping  articles;  but  Sir  William  Scott, 
regarding  it  as  a  municipal  regulation  merely,  and  not  in  terms  a  part  of 
the  contract,  refused  the  prayer,  as  one  beyond  his  authority  to  grant. 

But  thelawof  England  on  thequestion  is  of  the  less  importance,  since  that 
r>f  OUT  own  country  has  been  long  established.  From  the  case  of  the  "  St. 
Oloff,"  (2  Pet.  Adm.  R. ,  428,)  which  was  decided  in  this  court  by  the  elder 
Judge  Hopkinson  in  1790,  down  to  the  latest  reported  case,  there  has  been 
no  doctrine  more  uniformly  and  unhesitatingly  acted  on  than  that  our  courts 
of  admiralty,  however  courteously  disposed  towards  foreign  consuls,  are 
.altogether  independent  of  them  in  their  action  upon  the  claims  of  foreign 
seamen.  Among  the  more  recent  cases,  I  will  refer  only  to  the  "Jerusa- 
lem" (2  Gal.)  and  the  "Bee,"  (Ware,  336,)  decided  by  Mr.  Justice 
Story,  and  by  Judge  Ware;  but  the  case  of  the  "St.  OlofP'  is  so  marked, 
and  so  direct  in  its  application,  as  to  justify  a  somewhat  more  extended 
notice  of  it. 

I      It  was  the  case  of  a  Swedish  brig,  libelled  by  her  seamen,  pending  her 
;  voyage,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  entitled  to  their  discharge,  and  con- 
sequently to  wages,  because  of  the  captain's  ill  treatment  and  a  change 
^  in  the  destination  of  the  vessel,  and  that  the  Swedish  consul  had  denied 
them  redress.     The  captain  refused  to  admit  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court, 
,  affirming  that,  by  the  law  of  Sweden,  "  if  any  disputes  at  sea,  or  on 
shore,  should  arise  between  the  captain  and  his  crew,  the  parties  are  not 

fermitted  to  sue  for  redress  in  a  place  subject  to  a  foreign  government." 
n  this  view  of  his  rights  and  his  duty,  he  was  joined  by  the  Swedish 
consul,  who,  after  remonstrating  orally  before  the  court  against  its  inter- 
ference in  the  dispute,  protested  formally  against  any  decision  that  should 
'  be  made  either  for  or  against  the  parties,  as  the  complaint  ought  to  have 
been  made  to  him,  as  consul,  agreeably  to  the  treaty  subsisting  between 
the  two  countries.  Tfie  case  was  considered  with  great  care — the  judge 
having  called  into  consultation  with  him  the  district  attorney  of  the 
United  States  and  several  of  the  most  eminent  members  of  the  bar; 
and  the  decision,  made  after  full  advisement,  disaffirmed  the  consul's  con- 
struction of  the  treaty,  disregarded  his  protest,  discharged  the  seamen^ 
decreed  them  wages,  and  ordered  the  vessel  to  be  sold. 

The  case,  therefore,  presented  these  marked  features:  that  the  law  to 
which  the  parties  owed  allegiance  as  subiects,  and  under  which  the  con* 
tract  had  been  made,  had  absolutely  forbidden  all  resort  to  a  foreign  tri- 
bunal ;  thai  the  protest  of  the  consul  was  therefore  in  unequivocal  accord- 
ance with  his  official  duty ;  and  that,  according  to  the  allegations  of  the 
libel  itself,  the  complaint  was  in  the  nature  of  an  appeal  to  the  court 
against  the  consul's  refusal  to  give  redress;  yet,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
action  was  full  and  unqualified  upon  the  merits,  as  they  appeared  in 
proof. 

It  occurred  to  me  during  the  argument,  that,  as  the  libellant  was  receiving 
support  from  the  consulate  at  the  time  he  filed  his  libel,  he  might  be  consid- 
ered as  under  a  sort  of  voluntary  tutelage,  and  that  he  should  not,  while  he 
continued  that  relation,  be  admitted  to  a  legal  appeal  without  the  consul's 
sanction.  The  idea  was  expounded  and  enforced  by  one  of  the  proctors 
for  the  defence,  with  his  wonted  ability;  but,  upon  mature  reflection,  I 
do  not  think  it  should  control  my  determination.  The  seaman  would 
naturally  look  to  his  consul  for  advice  and  aid,  when  he  fo^md  himself 
deserted  in  a  strange  country^  and  would  hardly  understaud  that  in  doing 

Digitized  by  Google 


[78] 


16 


80  he  was  renouncing  the  rights  which  be  had  earned  against  others  tom 

the  law  maritime.  And  when  he  found  that  the  powers  of  that  offi 
were  inadequate  to  give  him  redress,  and  that  he  could  only  provide  h 
a  temporary  support  and  a  passage  home,  I  cannot  think  he  should 
censured  too  sternly  for  coming  into  a  court  where  his  wages  could 
secured  to  him.  Besides,  he  is  now  no  longer  deriving  aid  from  the  oe 
sulate;  and  were  I  to  dismiss  his  present  libel  because  e{  his  want 
courtesy  to  his  former  patron,  I  should  only  be  inviting  from  him  a  « 
libel,  to  which  the  objection  would  not  apply,  now  that  the  protect! 
has  been  withdrawn. 

In  a  word,  where  the  voyage  has  been  broken  up,  and  the  foreign  se 
man  is  discharged  in  this  country  without  receiving  his  wages,  I  cano 
refuse  to  recognise  his  lien  on  the  ship,  and  to  enforce  it,  at  bis  pezsoo 
instance. 

1  decree,  therefore,  in  favor  of  the  libellant,  and  refer  it  to  the  commi 
sioner  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  wages  due  him. 

J.  K.  KANE. 


The  protest  of  her  Britanfiic  Majesty^  s  consul  against  the  judgment  of  tk 
Hon,  John  K,  Ka^^e,  judge  of  the  United  States  district  covrt  /a 
eastern  Pennsylvania^  in  the  case  of  the  British  brig  ^'Achsak.^* 


John  Orr 

vs.  ^/»  Admiralty. 

The  British  brig  ^'Achsah." 


I."  5 


I,  William  Peter,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  for  the  State  of  Pean 
sylvania,  <fcc.,  having  diligently,  and  with  all  due  consideration,  perused 
the  judgment  of  his  Honor  the  judge  of  the  United  States  district  courl 
for  eastern  Pennsylvania,  in  the  long  depending  suit  of  the  British  brig 
"Achsah,"  as  well  as  the  reasons  or  pretexts  on  which  the  said  judge 
has  endeavored  to  ground  and  to  justify  the  same,  do  hereby  enter  my 
solemn  protest  against  both  the  one  and  the  other,  as  being  (like  the 
judgment  and  reasons  given  by  the  same  learned  judge  in  the  recent  case 
of  the  British  brigantine  ^* Contest'*)  unwarranted  by  every  proved  feet 
of  the  case,  and  in  direct  opposition  to  every  precedent  and  usage  of  law 
in  such  cases  recognised  ana  acted  upon  by  every  other  maritime  court 
of  the  civilized  world. 

I.  And  first,  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case  in  the  said  judgment  set  forth, 
1  object  to  the  honorable  judge's  detail  of  them,  as  being  so  lax  and  diffuse, 
so  redundant  with  transpositions,  omissions,  inaccuracies,  and  errors  of 
all  kinds  and  degrees,  as  render  it  almost  impossible  for  any  one  not 
otherwise  acquainted  with  the  true  circumstances  and  issues  of  the  case 
to  comprehend  or  to  decide  upon  either.  The  consul's  secretary  was  not 
(as  stated  by  the  honorable  judge)  sent  on  board  of  the  '^Achsah"  "t^t 
the  purpose  of  hearing  and  redressing"  grievances.    All  such  had  been 

Sreviously  heard  at  the  consulate^  and,as  soon  as  heard,  had  been  re- 
ressed.  It  was  in  consequence  of  the  ^^process"  issued  from  the  ad- 
miralty court  for  the  arrest  of  the  captain  and  his  vessel,  on  account  of 
some  alleged  violation  of  the  American  passenger-act^  and  of  the  anaicbf 
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fcd  concision  theteby  occasioned;  that  the  consul,  considering  the  dis- 
^ss  and  peril  to  which  the  crew  might  become  exposed  by  being  left 
Lrift  as  it  were  on  a  strange  coast,  sent  his  secretary  on  board  of  the  ves- 
1  to  learn  the  plans  or  wishes  of  the  captain  and  crew,  and  to  order 
.eir  attendance  at  the  consulate  on  the  following  morning,  when  he 
3ped  that  it  might  be  in  his  power  to  arrange  everything  to  the  satisfac- 
Dxi  and  benefit  of  all  parties.  The  purposed  settlement,  however,  was 
It  short  and  frustrated  by  the  disappearance  of  Captain  Morell— ^not  so 
luch  through  any  wilful  de&ult  of  tus  own,  not,  I  believe,  through  any 
avidulent  disregard  of  his  promise,  (as  from  the  honorable  judge's  state- 
ient  might  be  well  supposed,)  but  in  consequence  of  the  exorbitant  bail 
f  fifteen  thousand  doUars  demanded  of  him  by  the  court — an  amount 
rhich  the  captain,  being,  of  course,  unable  to  procure  in  a  foreign  land, 
ad  no  alternative  left  but  to  fly  the  city,  or  be  immured  for  weeks,  per- 
laps  for  months,  within  one  of  its  prisons. 

**The  seamen,"  continues  the  honorable  judge,  "were  taken  care  of 
ff  their  consul,  who  paid  their  board,  and  provided  a  passage  home  for 
uch  of  them  as  were  willing  to  go  without  receiving  their  wages.  Orr, 
Lowever,  preferred  prosecuting  his  claims  against  the  vessel;  and,  on  the 
ith  of  October  last,  he  filed  the  present  libel,  api^rently  without  consult- 
ng  the  consul,  for  he  has  since  refused  to  be  answerable  further  for  the 
ibellant's  board,  and  now  protests  against  the  court's  holding  jurisdiction 
►f  the  cause." 

Such  is  the  honorable  judge's  version — ^in  reply  to  which,  let  me  nar- 
»te  the  simple  facts  of  the  case.  No  sooner  had  the  captain  disappeared 
han  the  consul  assembled  the  crew  at  his  office,  explamed  to  them  the 
3xact  circumstances  and  state  of  the  matter,  assured  them  that  every 
proper  care  should  be  taken  of  them,  and  that,  in  case  of  the  voyam 
beiog  broken  up,  or  of  their  being  discharged  in  Philadelphia,  they  should 
receive  every  man  his  full  amount  of  wages,  and  have  berths  found  for 
them  on  board  of  some  other  British  vessel.  With  this  proposed  arrange- 
ment they  professed  themselves  (and  Orr  amongst  the  rest)  lo  be  amply 
satisfied.  Nay,  more:  they  one  and  all,  and  in  the  warmest  manner, 
expressed  their  gratitude  to  the  consul  for  the  anxiety  which  he  was  mani- 
festing in  their  behalf.  In  this  state  things  remained  until  the  third  ^or 
fourth  week  of  September,  when  three  of  them,  (Jackson,  Jones,  and 
Thompson,^  coming  to  the  consul's  office,  told  him  that  they  were  tired 
of  being  so  long  idle,  and  that,  if  he  would  consent  to  their  discharge,  and 
let  them  have  money  sufficient  for  the  payment  of  some  trifling  debts,  and 
for  the  purchase  of  a  few  necessary  articles  of  clothing,  they  would  ship 
themselves  back  in  some  homeward-bound  vessel  from  Philadelphia  ox 
New  York,  and  receive  the  remaining  portion  of  their  wages  in  England. 
To  this  proposition  the  consul  (seeing  no  chance  of  getting  the  ship  ex- 
tricated trom  the  firm  hold  of  the  admiralty  court)  at  once  assented;  the 
men  returned  home,  and  have,  no  doubt,  long  since  received  whatever 
amount  of  wages  might  be  then  remaining  due  to  them  from  the  bands 
of  the  ship's  owner,  who  was  a  fellow-townsman  of  theirs,  and  wisU 
^own  to  them  all. 

With  the  exception  of  the  apprentices,  Orr  was  now  the  only  one  of 
the  crew  unproviaed  for;  and  the  consul  was  on  the  eve  of  arranging  mat- 
ters with  him,  also,  by  inducing  the  newly-appointed  consignee  to  pay 
him  off,  and  by  then  finding  for  him  a  berth  in  some  homeward-bound 
Ex.— -2 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


[78] 


18 


ship,  when,  by  the  arts  of  a  former  messmate,  nour  in  the  employment  rf 
the  admiralty  court,  the  weak  young  man  was  prevailed  on  to  put  himseE 
into  the  hands  of  an  admiwrlty  proctor,  and  to  exchange  the  friendly  shd- 
ter  of  the  British  consulate  for  the  obtrusive  {n-omises  and  pretended  re- 
gards of  mercenarv  strangers. 

And  Mis  (accoraing  to  the  honorable  judge)  "i^  the  case  of  a  scamta 
who  has  been  abandoned  and  defrauded  of  his  ws^es  in  a  foreign  eoaa- 
try;"  who,  if  unassisted  by  the  admiralty  court  of  Philadelphia,  *<must 
lose  his  claim  (to  wages)  or  encounter  a  voyage  to  Europe,  carrying  hii 
witnesses  with  him,  to  prosecute  it  against  the  owner  in  personam  wheie 
he  can  find  him."  Was  there  ever  such  a  perversion  of  facts?  Was 
there  ever,  in  the  whole  annals  of  judicial  history  or  law,  a  plaintiffs 
case,  even  by  a  plaintiff's  counsel,  much  less  by  a  grave  and  impaitisi 
judge,  so  wrought  out  and  misstated  as  that  of  the  libeliant  on  the  pxeseat 
occasion  ?  Let  the  honorable  judge  rest  assured  and  comforted  that  Off 
was  neither  '^abandoned  nor  defirauded  of  his  wages;"  and  that,  without 
either  "encountering  a  voyage  to  Europe  or  carrying  his  witnesses  with 
him  to  prosecute  his  claim  against  the  owner  in  personam,^  ^  he  wotdd. 
but  for  the  interference  of  the  court  over  which  his  Honor  presides,  hate 
been  in  possession  of  his  wages  at  least  six  weeks  or  two  months  ago! 

II.  Having  pointed  out  some  of  the  honorable  judge's  mistakes  in  hi? 
detail  of  the  pacts,  let  us  noVexamine  his  expositions  in  regard  to  the 
LAW  of  the  case. 

And  first,  as  to  the  7  and  8  Victoria,  cap.  1 12,  section  XLVI,  which, 
according  to  the  learned  judge's  somewhat  novel  reading  of  that  statute, 
does  not  require  the  consul's  sanction  to  the  discharge  of  seamen  in  cases 
like  the  i»esent,  let  any  unprejudiced  man,  I  say,  of  common  sense, 
(lawyer  or  not,)  peruse  the  act,  and  then  declare  whether  there  can  exist 
a  doubt — ^a  moment's  doubt — on  his  mind  as  to  its  true  intent  and 
meaning.  The  clause  in  question,  after  subjecting  all  masters  of  British 
vessels  to  the  penalties  of  a  misdemeanor  who  shall  discharge  any  of 
'  their  crew  abroad  without  the  previous  sanction,  in  writing,  of  her 
Majesty's  minister,  consul,  vice-consul,  or  like  ftmctionary,  goes  on  to  au- 
thorize and  require  such  functionary,  in  all  cases  of  "proposed  dischai^," 
;to  examine,  upon  oathy  into  the  grounds  thereof,  (whatever  the  plea  or 
pretence  may  be,  whether  in  regard  to  master  or  men,)  and  '^to  grant  or 
refuse  his  sanction  or  certificate  according  to  circumstances,  and  as  it 
shall  appear  to  him  to  be  just."  And,  as  a  yet  fiirther  proof  of  the  very 
different  view  taken  by  the  framers  of  the  act  from  that  of  the  learned 
judge  of  the  United  States  district  court,  it  may  be  added,  that,  amongs: 
the  other  documents  to  be  deposited  with  the  consul  on  the  arrival  of  all 
British  ships  within  a  foreign  port,  are  the  register-tickets,  with  which  all 
•British  seamen  must  supply  themselves,  and  which  the  consul  does  not 

Sart  with,  (as  long  as  the  vessel  remains  in  port,)  except  in  cases  of  men 
ischarged  with  his  own  written  sanction  and  consent. 
The  next  point  on  which  I  would  observe  is  the  learned  judge's  con- 
;tradie(ory  assertions  in  regard  to  the  admiralty  courts  of  Great  Britain.  Id 
his  comments  of  the  26th  of  October  last,  he  told  us  thatt^  had  been  '^'tk 
vniversal  practice  of  the  British  courts  to  exercise  this  jtarisdiciion!^^ 
Now,  however,  he  at  length  discovers  that  ^^  English  judges  harfs  rt^stridbd 
their  action  within  such  closely  guarded  limits  as  almost  ta  exclude  foreigt 
.seamen from  th^ir  courts  altogetherP^  But  in  neither  of  these  asserdons 
.18  the  learned  judge  correct    No  absolute  right,  indeed,  or  authority,  te 
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interfere  in  the  disputes  of  fcMreigaers;!  is  claimed  by  the  English  ^ourta, 
for.  they  are  not  "hungry  after  jurisdiction."  Yet,  m  no  case  of  infant 
w  pressing  mcesaiiy — in  no  case  wher^  their  assistance  is  craved  by  the  par-' 
ties  themsdvesj  or  by  the  a/txredited  agent  of  the  ffoverfunent  under  which 
those  parties  live^  and  where  some  ^reat  hardship  or  faiiure  of  justice 
wwld  be  the  obvious  consequence  of  their  non  interference-^ixi  no  such  case. 
Tarn  suie^  would  the  English  courts  refuse  to  entertain  proceedings  for 
wages,  at  the  suit  of  foreign  seamen,  against  the  foreign  vessels  in  which 
they  have  served,  such  vessel  being  within  the  ports  of  Great  Britain. — 
{See  Robinson^s  Adtn,  Reports,  vol.  /,  pp.  278  and  28U,  aaid  vol.  IV,  p» 
243;  o&o,  case  of  the  ''Courtney,''  Edw.  i?.,  241.) 

The  intervention  of  British  admiralty  courts  in  the  disputes  of  foreign- 
ers is  not  unlike  that  of  arbitrators  or  unofficial  persons  investigating  mat- 
ters in  difElerence  between  parties  who  would  &in  escape  from  more 
distant,  or  dilatory,  or  expensive  tribunals.  In  neither  case  is  there  any 
positive  law  requiring  the  judges  to  hear  or  determine  the  causes 
submitted  to  them)  in  neither  would  they  feel  themselves  justly  au- 
thorized to  do  so,  without  some .  ulterior  or  superadded  sanction  to  their 
proceedings — without  a  formal  communication  from  the  foreign  minister  or 
representative  in  the  one  case,  and  making  the  parties'  submission  of  the 
suit  to  arbitration  a  rule  of  court  in  the  other. 

<<  But  the  law  of  England  (continues  the  learned  judge)  is  of  less  im«: 
portance,  since  that  of  our  own  country  has  been  long  established."  He 
then  refers  to  the  cases  of  the  "St.  Oloff,"  (IlPe  ers'  Adm.  iJ.,428,) 
of  the  "Jerusalem,"  (II  GaL,  240,)  and  of  the  "  Bee,"  (  Ware,  336.) 
To  those  of  a  more  recent  date — ^viz:  those  decided  by  Judge  Collins,  of 
New  Orleans,  in  1845;  by  Judge  Purviance,  of  Baltimore,  in  1846;  and  by 
Judge  Betts,  of  New  York,  in  1849 — to  not  one  of  them,  though  all  so 
pectiliariy  appropriate  and  in  point  on  the  present  occasion,  is  there  the 
most  distant  allusion  !  Let  us,  however,  examine  the  cases  which  the 
learned  judge  has  thought  fit  to  select  for  his  purpose.  And  first  of  all, 
that  of  the  "St.  Oloff,"  which  he  describes  as  '^so  marked  and  so  direct 
in  its  application  as  to  justify  a  more  extended  notice  of  it."  Inthiscase — > 
the  term  for  which  the  libellants  (Weiberg  and  another^  had  been  origi- 
nally bound  to  serve  having  long  expired,  and  they  having  been  vio* 
lently  and  against  their  wills  detained  on  board  of  the  said  ship — the 
question  was  not  one  of  interference  or  non  interference  between  a  cap- 
lain  and  his  crew,  not  one  of  jurisdiction  or  no  jurisdiction,  as  in  cases 
of  contracts  between  foreigners,  but  simiJy  one  of  common  justice  and 
humanity,  as  to  whether  liberty  should  be  proclaimed  to  the  captives; 
whether  the  prison-door  should  be  opened  to  men  who  had  been  unjusdy 
bound  and  detained  on  board  of  a  vessel  then  anchored  within  a  port  of 
the  United  States.  This  was  the  question  which  Judee  Hopkinson  Iiad  to 
decide,  and  which  he  did  decide,  despite  of  protests  from  a  brutal  captaia 
and  an  inert  and  ignorant  consul,*  justly,  humanely,  and  in  strictest  con- 
formity with  the  great  {uiuciples  of  international  law. 
■  ■      ,    ,     .     .  . —  "'■■■■-  '  '  ■  "^ 

*  I  call  the  consul  **inc'C*'  beoauBe  he  did  not,  in  the  first  place,  interfere  for  the  liberation  of 
the  libeilanta,  and  thua  aare  them  from  the  neceaaity  of  appealing  to  a  foreij^  tribunal;  and 
^ignormU^*'*  in  euppoaing,  for  a  moment,  that  a  Svedtak  law,  paaaed  for  the  adjiiatmant  of  di*. 
putea  between  Swedish  capiainaaad  their  erewa,  could  apply  to  two  indifiduala  wboae  contrael 
of  service  had  long  expirea,  and  who,  instead  of  belonging  to  the  **er«D,^^  were  made  prisoners 
on  board  of  the  '*  St.  OloflT,'*  beine  detained  (here  against  their  wifis  and  by  the  most  cruel  and 
Hlagal  meaoa.  No  paraoni  ao  aituated  would  faare  been  fafuaad  their  **fcriitaifffyuf/'  had  Ihay 
chosen  to  apply  for  U,  either  in  the  United  Stales  or  in  Great  Britaiik 
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•But  the  case  cannot  be  more  clearly  set  forth  than  in  the  words  of  die 
worthy  judge  himself:  '^1  find  (says  he)  that  the  libellants  entered  on 
board  of  the  brig  ^St.  Oloff/  Jonas  Holmstead,  master^  at  Cadiz,  in  1799; 
diat  no  articles  or  written  contract  whatever  had  been  presented  to  them, 
either  by  the  captain  or  by  any  other  person,  to  engage  them  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  vessel,  or  for  any  designated  voyage,  except  that  the  captain 
told  them  that  they  were  going  to  Philadelphia,  and  thence  back  again 
to  Cadiz,  where  they  should  be  paid  off^  at  the  rate  cffioe  dollars  a  months 
and  then  discharged;  that,  after  their  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  the  captain,  . 
without  any  new  agreement  whatsoever ^  undertook  a  voyage  to  St.  Andero, 
in  Spain,  and  thence  back  again  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  where  the 
vessel  now  is;  that  Captain  Holmstead  had  treated  the  libellants  with 
uncommon  severity  ana  cruelty,  especially  Weiberg,  whom  he  confined 
in  jail  for  six  dajrs  before  sailing  for  St.  Andero,  and  whom,  when  tak^i 
on  board  again,  he  beat  and  otherwise  abused,  so  that  he  lay  three  days 
disabled  from  doing  any  duty;  that,  after  their  return  to  this  port  the  last 
time,  the  libellants  maae  application  to  a  proctor  of  the  court  to  sue  for  Ae 
jusUce  of  the  country  in  theur  behalf;  that,  in  prosecuting  their  business, 
they  had  been  absent  from  the  brig  about  three  hours,  and,  on  thdr 
return  to  the  vessel,  had  been  pinioned  and  confined  by  the  cap^n,  who 
ttireatened  them  with  a  drawn  cutlass,  and  denounced  vengeance  against 
them;  and  that,  afterwards,  while  the  cause  was  before  the  court,  and 
during  the  adjournment  thereof,  he  caused  Weibe]^,one  of  the  libellants, 
to  be  laden  with  irons  and  confined  on  hoanl. 

^'Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  of  opinion,  first,  that  the  deviation 
to  the  port  of  St.  A.ndero,  in  S^iain,  was  such  an  alteration  of  the  voyage 
as  JQsiified  the  mariner  in  demanding  his  wages;  and,  secondly,  that 
Captain  Holmstead 's  conduct  in  regard  to  the  libellants  has  been  so 
cruel,  and  so  unwarrantable  by  maritime  law,  as  would,  of  itself,  have 
dissolved  the  contract— the  rights  of  humanity  being  superior  to  the  spe- 
cific laws  and  customs  of  any  nation." 

He  therefore  decreed  that  the  seamen  should  receive  their  wages  and 
be  discharged.  I  have  quoted  this  case  more  at  length  than  I  should 
have  otherwise  done,  because  the  learned  judge  relies  so  strongly  on  its 
applicability  to  the  case  before  him — an  applicability,  however^  which  I 
must  needs  confess  myself  unable  to  perceive. 

Another  case  referred  to  by  the  learned  judge  is  that  of  the  ''Jenisa- 
lem'^— acase  of  bottomry,  however,  and  no^  of  wages,  and  therefore 
wholly  irrelevant  to  our  present  purpose.  The  libellant,  Hugon  Conta* 
rier,  had  lent  $9,953  to  one  Catura,  for  victualling,  loading,  and  repairing 
the  ship  ^'Jerusalem,"  then  lying  atSmyma,  for  which  sum  Catura  hypoth* 
ecatedto  him  the  hull,  tackle,  cargo,  and  freii^ht — the  principal  and  interest 
of  the  said  sum  to  be  paid  on  the  safe  return  of  the  said  vessel  to  Smyrna, 
or  after  the  sale  of  her  rargo  at  any  other  place.  The  ship  did  not  ie> 
turn  to  Smyrna,  but  disposed  of  her  cargo  at  Havana  ana  New  YoA, 
and  afterwards  proceeded  to  Boston,  where  she  was  libelled,  at  the  suit  of 
Conturier,  for  the  sum  due  to  him.  Catura  appeared  under  protest,  denying 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  But  Judge  Story  righdy  held  that,  what* 
ever  might  be  the  case  as  to  other  maritime  contracts,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  contract  of  bottomry  was  ono  over  which  the  admiralty 
exercised  an  undoubted  jurisdiction.  It  was,  indeed,  the  only  tribunal 
capable  of  enforcing  a  specific  performance  in  rem,  by  seizing  into  its  cos* 
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tody  the  very  subject  of  hypothecation.  In  addition  to  this,  the  contract 
itself  carried  on  its  very  fiice  a  stipulation  that  the  voyage  was  to  termi- 
nate in  a  foreign  country,  and  that,  therefore,  a  suit  in  rem^  in  such  for- 
eign country,  could  not  only  be  sustained,  but  was  evidently  toitkin 
the  contemplation  of  the  parties  themselves.  The  parties,  therefore,  hav- 
ing themselves  waived  the  benefit  of  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  their 
own  tribunal,  the  whole  reasoning  upon  which  it  was  contended  that  it 
should  be  remitted  to  their  own  forum  foils  to  the  ground. — (See  II  CkU., 
240.) 

The  next  case  referred  to  by  the  learned  judge  is  that  of  the  "jB^c;** 
but  this,  unfortunately  for  his  aigument,  proves  to  have  been  a  caseof  sal- 
vage, which  (as  every  lawyer  knows)  is  one  over  which  the  admiralty 
of  the  country  on  whose  coast  the  wreck  has  occurred  possesses  a  neces* 
sary  jurisdiction,  not  only  because  inhabitants  of  that  country  are  gen- 
erally parties  to  the  suit;  but  because  it  can  be  nowhere  else  so  eaui- 
tably  adjusted  as  in  the  vicinity  of  the  spot  where  the  misfortune  nas 
happened,  and  where  the  principal  witnesses  in  all  probability  resi'le.  It 
is  (as  Sir  William  Scott  has  observed)  "a  question  of  the  jus  gentium, 
and  materially  different  from  that  of  a  mariner's  contract,  which  is  a  crea- 
ture of  the  particular  institutions  of  each  country,  to  be  applied  and  con- 
strued and  explained  by  its  own  particular  rules.'* — (See  rvare,  336j  and 
/Robinson,  278,^280.) 

I  have  already  alluded  to  the  case  of  the  '<  Courtney  ^^  the  introduction 
of  which  by  the  honorable  and  learned  judge  is  attended  with  this  singu- 
larity, that,  in  the  outline  which  he  gives  us  of  it,  he  should  by  some 
strange  oblivious  accident  have  omitted  the  only  portion  of  the  judgment 
In  any  way  applicable  to  the  question  before  him,  viz:  that  in  which  Sir 
William  Scott  refers  to  "the  consent  of  the  representative  of  the  United 
States/'  or  "the  consent  of  the  accredited  agentof  the  (foreign)  govern- 
ment," as  being  required  by  the  English  courts  before  the^  entertained 
proceedings  for  wages  at  the  suit  of  American  or  other  foreign  seamen. 
Thus  has  it  been  shown,  I  think,  that,  out  of  the/cmr  cases  cited  by  the 
learned  judge  in  support  of  his  judgment,  three  are  wholly  beside  and 
irrelevant  to  the  question  at  issue,  while  the  only  portion  of  the  fourth 
which  is  not  so  stands  in  direct  opposition  to  his  own  side  of  the  a^:u- 
ment. 

And  now,  having  carefully  and  considerately  examined  the  court's  judg- 
ment in  this  off-adjourned  and  long*protracted  suit;  having  (I  repeat  it) 
thoroughly  investigated  every  fact,  and  read  over  and  well  weighed  every 
assigned  reason  or  pretext  on  which  the  learned  judge  has  professed  to 
ground  his  decision;  and  having  found  him  alike  inaccurate  and  mis- 
taken and  unsound  in  all;  believing,  also,  that  the  jurisdiction  over 
foreign  ships  and  foreign  crews  which,  by  such  judgments,  he  is  now 
laboring  to  establish,  (even  were  the  exercise  of  it  to  be  as  just  and  discreet 
as  it  has  been  in  the  cases  of  the  *<Oontest"and  the  "Achsah,"  so  obviously 
the  reverse,)  believing,  I  say,  that  the  jurisdiction  thus  sought  to  be  estab- 
lished is  indefensible  on  every  principle  and  precedent  of  international 
law,  is  fraught  with  numerous  and  gravest  evils,  and  unaccompanied  by 
a  single  benefit  to  the  interests  of  commerce  or  to  the  peace  and  good  of 
manlund; — ^I  do,  as  in  duty  bound,  protest  against  the  exercise  of  it  over  the 
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ships  and  seamen  of  Great  Britain^  by  this  or  any  other  tribunal  withk 
the  limits  of  my  consular  authority. 

WILLIAM  PETER. 
British  ConsulatEi  PhUadelphiaj  December  24^  1849. 


Amongst  the  evils  arising  from  the  interference  of  the  Philadelphia 
admirahy  court  with  foreign  vessels  is  the  inducements  which  it  offers 
to  unscrupulous  persons  to  make  unfounded  claims  upon  them — claims 
which 9  but  for  the  facility^  or  rather  eagerness,  with  which  all  such  cases 
are  entertained,  would  have  been  never  made  or  thought  of.  One  mode 
of  obtaining  money  from  captains  of  foreign  vessels  is  that  of  charging 
them  with  having  invaded  some  one's  patent,  and  of  threatening  to  pat 
them  into  the  admiralty  court,  unless  they  pay  down  $5,  $10,  $20,  or  $30, 
or  whatever  their  demand  may  happen  to  be.  It  was  not  until  withia 
these  last  few  months  that  the  British  consul  became  aware  of  these  pro- 
ceedings, when  he  instantly  interfered  to  put  a  stop  upon  them.  As  the 
masters,  however^  of  the  vessels  thus  mulcted  had  left  Philadelphia  befero 
he  became  thus  aware  of  the  facts,  and  as  they  are  now  in  distant  ports, 
ao  that  he  cannot  procure  the  particular  evidence  on  the  subject  which 
he  desires,  he  will  confine  himself  to  two  cases^  of  which  he  possesses  the 
most  direct  proof: 


.]' 


Brown 
vs.  Yin  AchniircJty. 

British  brigantine  '^Sebim." 

The  ^'Sebim,"  Warren  Doane,  master,  arrived  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia 
on  the  7th  November,  and  was,  on  the  following  day,  visited  by  a  man  of 
the  name  of  Livea^,  who,  after  inspecting  various  parts  of  the  vessel  and 
her  tackle,  told  the  captain  that'he  had  got  '^Brown's  patent  gaffs,"  (t.  «. 

S'eces  of  wood,  turning  on  pins,  and  placed  so  as  to  prevent  or  lessen  the 
iction  of  the  sails  against  the  masts,)  and  mu^  pay  him  at  the  rate  of 
$5  for  each  of  them.  To  this  demand  the  captain  demurred,  saying  that 
his  vessel  had  been  built  and  paid  for  in  his  own  country,  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  Mr.  Brown  or  his  gaffs,  and  should  not  pay  the  money  without 
first  consulting  the  British  consul  on  the  sutiject.  On  this  Livezy  said 
that  all  other  British  captains  had  paid,  (mentioning  at  the  same  lime  the 
names  of  several  from  Uie  West  Indies  and  Nova  Scotia,  whom  he  asserled 
to  have  done  so,)  and  that,  unless  Ciq)tain  l>oaoe  did  the  same, .  Cap- 
tain Doane,  however,  after  consulting  his  consul,  thought  right  to  pemeveie 
in  his  refusal.  The  consequence  was,  that  his  vessel  was  libelliHl,  and 
would  have  been  prevented  from  leaving  the  port,  had  not  a  respectaMe 
merchant  of  the  city  (JAi.  Reynolds)  beconnA  security  to  the  amount  of 
$400  for  payment  oi  damages  and  costs,  in  case  of  an  admiralty  decree 
against  the  vessel  and  captain. 

The  libel  still  remains  in  force  against  the  respondent,  though ,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  steps  taken  by  the  consul  in  this,  as  well  as  other  cases, 
it  may  probably  proceed  no  further. 
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Brown 
vs. 
British    schooner  '^Elizabeth. 

The  '^Elizabeth/'  firom-Nbva  Scotia^  James  McClennan^  master,  was, 
on  the  6th  of  this  month,  visited  by  Livezy,  and  the  same  demand 
made  upon  him  as  upon  the  captain  of  the  ^'Sebim*"  This  demand, 
however,  he  has  refiised  to  comply  with;  and  as  he  and  his  vessel  have 
since  left  the  port,  it  is  probable  that  Livezy  and  Brown  have  been  advised 
to  drop  all  further  proceedings  against  them. 

Such,  however,  is  the  dread  in  which  the  admiralty  court,  wl^h  its  attend- 
ant  trtniUesy  expenseSy  and  delays,  is  held  by  the  little  colonial  captains, 
that  they  would  ratlier  pay  any  sum  within  their  means  than  fall  into 
Its  power.  Both  Doane  and  McClennan,  had  they  not  been  counselled 
ana  sustained  by  the  consul,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  fright- 
ened into  paying  Livezy's  demands  upon  them. 
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31st  CoxGREsa,  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Doc. 

1st  IScssion.  No.  79. 


REPORT 


OF 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


IK  COHPUAKCB  WITH 


A  resolution  of  the  Senate  calling  for  a  statement  of  the  weasures  adopt- 
ed to  prevent  fmuds  upon  the  revenue  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of 


Septewibbr  27,  1860. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tablr,  and  be  printed. 


TaEASunY  Department, 

September  26  y  1650. 
Sin:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  '*lhat  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  IVeasnry  be  requested  to  report  what  have  been  the  measures 
adopted  to  prevent  frauds  upon  the  revenue  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
1846,  and  what  has  been  the  result,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the 
measures  which  have  been  adopted  by  this  department  to  prevent  frauds 
upon  the  revenue  under  the  present  tariff  act  may  be  found  in  the  cirim- 
lar  instructions  that  were  issued  to  collectors  and  other  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms before  the  act  went  into  operation,  viz:  November  llih,  26th,  and 
28tfi,  1846,  and  those  issued  since  the  1st  December,  1846.  Upon  refer- 
ence to  these  circulars  it  will  be  perceived  that  unu<ual  apprehension  was 
felt  that,  under  the  change  from  qjecific  duties  to  duties  levied  upon  the 
f  )reign  value  of  imported  merchandise,  there  would  be  great  temptation  to 
the  commission  of  frauds  by  undervaluation  in  invoices  and  entries;  and  in 
the  circular  of  the  28th  November,  1846,  the  officers  of  the  customs  were 
advised  that  it  was  ".the  determin?ition  of  the  department  to  exercise  its 
whole  power  under  the  law  to  guard  the  revenue  of  the  government 
against  iraud  and  undervaluation  in  invoices  and  entries,  and  to  main- 
tain the  business  of  importing  in  the  hands  of  the  honest  merchant  and 
fair  trader."  The  officers  were  instructed  to  take  the  duties  in  the  goods 
imported,  when  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  iheie  was  fraud  or  un- 
dervaluation, to  exact  penalties,  and  to  make  seizures  in  cases  authorized 
by  law;  and  in  the  circulars  of  the  llth  and  26th  ^ovember,  1846,  their 
special  attention  was  called  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  2d  section 
of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  act  of  the  10th  August,  1846,  re- 
quiring that,  in  appraising  all  goods  at  any  port  of  the  United  States  here- 
tofore subjected  to  specific  duties,  but  upon  which  ad  valorem  duties  are 
imposed  by  the  act  of  30th  July,  1846,  reference  shall  be  had  to  invoices 
and  values  of  similar  goods  imported  in  the  last  fiscal  year  under  such 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


[79  J 


2 


general  and  uniform  regulations  for  the  prevention  of  fraud  or  undervala- 
ation  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Notwithstanding  the  instructions  contained  in  these  circulars,  issued  in 
advance  of  the  operation  of  the  act  which  commenced  l^t  Dccember,lS46, 
it  became  necessary  to  issue  another  **  to  collectors,  appraisers,  and  other 
officers  of  the  customs,"  on  the  6th  July,  1847,  with  rules  and  regulations 
in  regard  to  appraisements,  in  which  Mr.  Secretary  Walker  stated  that 
**lhis  course  was  rendered  necessary  by  recent  attempts  upon  the  part  of 
merchant  appraisers,  in  a  few  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  to  establisli 
for  themselves  certain  regulations  in  regard  to  appraisements  wholly 
inconsistent  with  law  and  instructions."  It  is  stated  that,  **  in  some  of  the 
ports  these  appraisers  estimate  the  value  of  the  goods  as  at  the  date  of  the 
purchase,  however  remote  or  distant,  and  in  other  ports  they  take  the 
value  at  the  date  of  shipment  to  the  United  States,  The  last  is  the  tree 
construction  of  the  law,  long  since  declared  by  this  department,  and  adopt- 
ed generally  throughout  the  Union.  The  proviso  of  the  16th  section  of 
the  act  of  30th  August,  1842,  is  clear  and  emphatic  upon  this  subject,  aod 
prescribes  the  date  in  reference  to  which  the  value  is  to  be  estimated,  as 
^the  period  of  exportaiion  to  the  United  StcUeSy^  and  all  words  prece- 
ding in  that  section,  under  the  settled  rule  of  interpreting  statutes,  mast 
be  made  to  contbrm  to  the  succeeding  language  of  the  proviso.  This 
would  be  the  nile  even  if  there  was  an  absolute  conflict  between  the 
words  of  the  proviso  and  of  any  preceding  part  of  the  section,,  for  ibe  lan- 
guage of  the  proviso,  being  the  last  expressed  will  of  the  legislature,  must 
prevail.  Were  it  otherwise,  the  law  would  prescribe  two  kinds  of  mar- 
ket values^— the  one  in  the  first  part  of  the  16th  section,  being  the  date 
of  the  purchase,  and  the  other  in  the  proviso,  being  the  date  of  shipment 
The  most  enormous  frauds,  also,  would  be  the  consequence  of  such  con- 
struction. Simulated,  fictitious,  and  antedated  purchascss,  to  suit  the 
period  of  lowest  price,  would  prevail  exclusively,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
fair  trader  and  of  the  revenue.  In  truth,  under  such  system  the  whole 
importing  business  would  soon  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  dishonest 
and  fraudulent,  who  would  be  willing  to  produce  antedated  or  fictitioui 
foreign  sales,  and  that  most  useful  land  meritorious  citizen,  the  honest  and 
fair  trader,  would  be  thrown  entirely  out  of  the  market.  It  is  known  at 
present — at  the  commencement  of  the  proposed  system — that  even  where 
the  purchases  are  not  deemed  by  the  parties  fraudulent,  the  designings  to 
import  into  the  United  States,  goes  tq  some  prior  purchaser,  who  has  pnr- 
chased,  not  tor  importation  into  the  United  States  at  some  prior  date,  when 
the  goods  were  much  lower  in  value,  and  imports  the  goods  in  the  name 
of  the  first  purchaser,  consenting  to  give  a  certaia  profit  or  price  on 
the  delivery  here,  and  thus  deprives  the  revenue  of  the  difference  in 
value  and  obtains  a  most  unjust  advantage  over  the  fair  trader,  who  will 
resort  to  no  such  artifices.  It  is  the  duty  of  this  department  to  declare 
that  such  a  practice  is  a  fraud  upon  the  revenue,  and  subjects  the  goods  to 
seizure  and  confiscation,  and  the  parties  committing  the  fraud  to  ail  the 
penalties  prescribed  by  law,  and  the  utmost  vigilance  is  enjoined  upon 
collectors,  appraisers,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  custon)S,in  taking  all 
proper  measures  to  detect  and  punish  all  who  are  engaged  in  such  fraud- 
4ilent  practices." 

Motwithstanding  this  emphatic  and  just  condemnation  of  the  fiaodu- 
lent  practices  here  described,  and  the  efforts  made  to  protect  the  fair  trader^ 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


8  [79] 

the  result  has  shown  that  they  have  not  been  effectual — the  temptation 
proved  too  great,  and  fraudulent  invoices  continued  to  multiply. 

On  the  7th  August,  1848,  Mr.  Secretary  Walker  instructed  the  ojfficers 
of  the  customs  that  ^'forced  sales  of  goods  in  the  foreign  markets  at  re- 
duced prices,  under  extraordinary  and  peculiar  circumstances^  cannot  be 
taken  as  the  true  market  value  of  such  goods." 

'And  on  the  26th  December,  1848,  he  found  it  necessary  to  repeat  much 
that  he  had  previously  said,  and  extend  his  instructions  in  consequence 
^^of  difference  of  practice  existing  at  the  several  ports  relative  to  the  ap- 
praisement of  merchandise."  In  this  circular  Mr.  Walker  says  that  "the 
interests  of  the  country  and  of  fair  and  honorable  merchants  require  that 
this  de]jartment  should,  by  every  means  in  its  power,  secure  not  only  the 
revenue  against  loss,  but  should  maintain  such  merchants  in  their  business 
against  sales  of  imported  articles  at  diminished  rates,  arising  from  fraud  or 
undervaluation. 

"Whenever  it  is  found  necessary  by  the  regular  appraisers  or  merchant 
appraisers  to  guard  against  fraud  or  undervaluf^tion,  ihey  will  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  the  10th  August,  1846, 
as  enfoiced  by  circular  instructions  of  the  Uth  and  26th  November,  1846. 
The  last  fiscal  year  designated  in  this  section  was  the  last  fiscal  year 
preceding  the  enactment  of  that  law;  which  was  the  fiscal  year  ending 
the  30th  June,  1846,  to  which  reference  is  required  by  the  law  to  values 
and  invoices  of  similar  goods,  when  necessary  to  prevent  fraud  or  under- 
valuation." 

In  presenting  to  the  Senate  ''what  have  been  the  measures  adopted  to 
prevent  frauds  upon  the  revenue"  since  the  passage  of  the  tariff  act  of  the 
20th  July,  1846,"  it  has  been  considered  due  to  Mr.  Secretary  Walker 
that  the  measures  which  originated  with  himself  should  be  made  promi- 
nent: all  the  instructions  issued  by  him  continue  in  full  force  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  govern  the  officers  of  the  customs  in  the  execution  of  the 
revenue  laws. 

In  this  connexion  the  special  notice  of  the*  Senate  is  invited  to  an  im- 
portant question  which  is  likely  to  call  for  the  early  interposition  of  Con- 
gress, as  well  to  guard  the  revenue  as  to  protect  the  honest  importer.  Upon 
reference  to  the  treasury  circular  dated  the  6th  July,  1847,  it  will  appear 
that  by  the  23d  section  of  the  act  of  30th  August,  1842,  it  is  made 
«nhe  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  time  to  time  to  establish 
:  such  rules  and  regulations,  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  to  secure  a  just,  faithful,  and  impartial  appraisal  of  all  goods  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  and  just  and  proper  entries  of  such  actual 
market  value  or  wholesale  price  thereof  "  Mr.  Secretary  Walker  decided 
that  the  16th  section  of  the  act  of  30ih  August,  1842,  piescribed  that  the 
date  in  reference  to  which  the  value  of  foreign  merchandise  is  to  be  esti- 
mated was  the  period  of  exporltitinn  to  the  Uhiled  States^  and  very  clearly 
exhibited  the  consequences  of  any  other  construction  to  the  revenue  and 
the  importer.  This  matter  was  involved  in  a  suit  commenced  by  Thomp- 
son &  Forman  of  London,  extensive  manufacturers  of  railroad  iron, 
against  Philip  Greely,  jr.,  collector  of  the  customs  at  Boston. 

Thompson  ^  Forman  shipped  a  cargo  of  railroad  iron  from  Newport, 
in  Wales,  to  Boston.  The  invoice  and  hills  of  lading  for  the  same  bear  date 
the  24th  February,  1849,  and  the  price  per  invoice  «ff5  per  ton.  The 
United  States  appraisers  appraised  the  value  at  J'bper  ton.    On  an  appeal 
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to  merchant  appraisers  it  was  appraised  at  S5  ISs,  per  ton.  The  dutf  was 
paid,  and  a  penalty  for  undervaluation  imposed  and  likewise  paid.  It 
was  admitted  that  on  the  24th  of  February-,  1849,  the  date  of  the  in- 
voice and  bill^  of  lading,  £5  15*.  per  ton  was  the  true  market  vaiae  of 
such  iron.  Thompson  &  Forman,  the  manufacturers,  claimed  that  this 
iron  was  contracted  for  on  the  24ih  January,  1849,  at  which  time  the 
market  value  thereof  was  only  J^5  per  ton.  On  this  point  the  charge 
of  Judge  Woodbury  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  reported,  was,  "that  the  acts 
of  Congress  expressly  provide  that  the  time  to  be  selected  for  fixing  the 
value  is  the  time  when  the  article  is  purchased  or  procured  abroad, 
unless  the  article  is  one  imported  from  a  country  where  it  was  not  growD 
or  manufactured;  then,  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  1823  and  iStt 
provide  that  the  value  shall  be  fixed  as  at  the  time  of  exportation  " 

**I  am  aware,  that  in  practice  at  some  custom- houses  the  time  of 
the  purchase  and  procurement  is  usually,  as  ageneralrule,  considered  tbe 
date  of  the  bill  of  sale.  This  would  in  most  cases  not  differ  from  the  value 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  as  it  varies  often  but  a  few  days  or  weeks,  and 
the  price  but  a  few  farthings.  But  in  cases  where  the  diflTerence  in  liuic 
and  price  is  in  truth  considerable,  and  the  importer  requests  the  true  lime 
of  purchase  to  be  taken,  the  customhouse,  and  courts,  and  juries,  would 
not  comply  with  their  oaths  to  follow  the  law,  unless  all  were  goveraed 
by  the  value  at  the  time  of  puivhase  or  procurement." 

Upon  a  comparison  of  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Secretary  Walker  and  those  of 
Judge  Woodbury  upon  this  point,  it  will  be  seen  that  if  the  Judge  be 
correct,  the  foreign  manufacturer  can  make  his  selection  of  the  date  at 
which  his  niercUaiidise  was  procured,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to  value  his 
commodity  to  suit  his  interest,  whether  at  the  time  of  shipment  or  tinieof 
manufacture,  whereas  a  purchaser  is  confined  to  the  date  of  purchase.  If 
the  law  allows  any  distinction  between  the  duties  which  shall  be  payable 
by  manufacturers  and  purchasers  of  iron,  an  immediate  correction  should 
be  made. 

Among  the  provisions  of  law  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  upon  the 
revenue  will  be  found  the  2d  section  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appro- 
priation bill  of  10th  August,  1846,  which  requires  that  in  appraising  ail 
goods  at  any  port  of  the  United  States  hereroforc  subjected  to  specific  duties, 
but  on  which  ad  vcUorem  duties  are  imposed,  by  the  act  of  3(>th  July,  1846, 
entitled  '<An  act  reducing  the  duty  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes,*' 
reference  shall  be  had  to  values  and  invoices  of  similar  goods  imported 
during  the  last  fiscal  year,  under  such  general  and  uniform  regulations 
for  tlie  prevention  of  fraud  or  undervaluation  as  shall  be  prescribai  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Appeals  have  been  made  to  this  department  to  execute  the  power  con- 
ferrod  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  this  act.  It  is  represeuted 
by  persons  familiar  with  this  subject,  thai  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress 
to  provide  against  frauds  by  the  undervaluation  of  articles  that  had  previous- 
ly paid  specific  duties  by  requiring  a  reference  to  the  values  and  invoices  of 
similar  goods  imported  during  the  previous  fiscal  year,  and  the  adoption  of 
those  values  in  the  assessment  of  duties.  That  frauds  and  undervaluations 
have  been  perpretrated  to  a  fearful  extent  in  the  imprtation  of  articles  that 
formerly  paid  specific  duties,  is  undeniable;  and  that  effectual  means  to  pie- 
vent  them  should  be  applied,  alt  agree.  Hitherto  the  provisions  of  this 
act  have  been  inoperative.     If  the  power  which  is  contended  for  should 
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be  exercised  to  the  extent  and  in  the  manner  desired^  it  would  entirely 
change  the  operation  of  the  act  of  30th  July,  1846,  by  fixing  the  value  of 
a  great  number  of  articles,  for  the  assessment  of  duty,  much  above  their 
present  market  value  in  foreign  countries.  It  has  been  questioned  whether 
Congress  intended  to  confer  powers  of  this  kind  upon  the  head  of  this  de- 
partment, and  it  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Senate  what  construction 
should  be  placed  upon  this,  provision,  or  what  means  shall  be  adopted  to 
accomplish  the  object  in  view. 

The  circular  issued  by  Mr.  Secretary  Walker  under  date  of  26th  Decem- 
ber, 1848,  was  his  last  upon  this  subject.  My  immediate  predecessor 
found  new  modes  of  evading  the  revenue  laws  in  practice;  and  on  the  I2th 
October,  1849,  instructed  the  officers  of  the  customs  upon  several  import- 
ant points,  viz:  "That  it  had  been  represented  that  importers  were  in  the 
practice  of  omitting  to  produce  invoices  of  merchandise,  on  the  alleged 
ground  that  non?  had  been  received,  and  asking  entry  to  be  allowed  on 
appraisement.  The  frequency  of  these  occurrences  forbids  the  idea  that 
the  non-reception  of  an  invoice  usually  proceeds  from  mistake  or  accident, 
but  induces  the  belief  of  intention  and  design,  probably  with  the  view  of 
evading  the  additional  duty  imposed  by  the  17th  section  of  the  act  of  3Uth 
August,  1842,  and  the  8th  section  of  the  existing  tariff  act  of  30th  July, 
1846." 

Where  goods  have  been  actually  purchased,  the  law  requires  the  in- 
voice to  state  the  true  cost,  and  not  the  market  value  abroad.  The  priv- 
ilege, therefore,  given  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  referred  to,  is  to 
enable  importers  of  any  goods  that  have  been  actually  purchased,  on  mak- 
ing entry  of  the  same,  to  add  to  the  cost  given  in  the  invoice,  to  bring  it 
up  to  the  ttnie  market  value  abroad. 

Where  the  value  declared  in  the  entry  shall,  on  due  appraisement  of 
the  goods,  be  found  so  far  below  the  foreign  cost  or  market  value  as  to 
raise  a  presumption  of  being  fraudulently  invoiced,  seizure  and  confisca- 
tion of  the  goods  should  take  place  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  2d 
March,  1799,  and  prosecution  of  the  oflending  party,  under  the  19th 
section  of  the  tariff  act  of  30th  August,  1842,  instituted.         /  . 

And  on  the  5th  July,  1850,  it  became  necessary  to  repeat,  in  substance,' 
the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Walker,  in  regard 
to  the  date  in  reference  to  which  appraisements  of  the  market  value  of 
imports  should  be  made. 

"  It  has  been  represented  that,  in  many  cases,  the  appraisers  have  felt 
restrained  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  by  the  result  of  frequent  ap- 
peals from  their  decisions.  In  order,  therefore,  to  secure  a  just,  fiiithful, 
and  impartial  appraisal  of  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported 
into  the  United  States,  the  following  rules  and  regulations  are  established: 
<^  1.  That  the  period  of  the  exportation  of  merchandise  is,  the  time  at 
which  the  value  or  price  of  any  article  is  to  be  fixed  by  the  appraisers. 
"  2.  That,  in  ordinary  cases,  the  date  of  the  bill  of  lading  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  ^  period  of  exportation.' 

"  3.  That  in  all  important  cases,  the  appraisers  will  pursue  the  course 
indicated  in  the  17th  section  of  the  act  of  30th  August,  1842;  and  the 
collector  will  preserve  the  evidence  and  papers  in  such  case,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  department  when  called  for. 

^M.  That  in  all  cases  of  appeal  iOrom  the  decision  of  the  appraisers,  the 
result  of  such  appeal,  with  all  the  papers  connected  therewith,  and  the 
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vi^ws  of  the  collector  thereon^  are  to  be  forwarded  to   the  depaitment 
immediately. 

^^  5.  That,  in  order  that  the  department  may  be  informed,  as  far  as  may 
be,  of  the  appraised  value  of  the  principal  articles  importer],  and  with  a 
▼iew  to  secure  the  greatest  practical  unin^rmity,  a  monthly  report  shall  be 
forwarded,  according  to  the  form  herewith. 

<^6.  That  where  merchandise  shall  be  entered  at  ports  where  there  are 
no  appraisers  appointed,  the  foreign  value  is  to  be  ascertained,  in  the 
manner  before  prescribed,  by  the  revenue  officers,  to  whom  is  committed, 
by  tho  laws,  the  estimating  and  collection  of  duties  in  such  cases/' 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  operation  of  the  tariff  act  of  the  30th  July, 
1846,  the  extent  and  the  manner  in  which  frauds  upon  the  revenae  were 
committed,  Mr.  Secretary  Meredith  issued  a  circular  under  dateof  6di 
August,  1849,  as  follows  : 

<^  Representations  have  been  made  to  this  department  oftheuneqiud 
operation  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  30th  July,  1846,  '  reducing  the  dotf 
on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes,'  and  likewise  of  the  increase  of  frauds 
upon  the  revenue  since  this  act  went  into  effect." 

In  order  that  information  of  a  definite  and  reliable  character  upon  these 
and  other  points  may  be  in  the  possession  ''  of  the  department,  I  request 
that  you  will  state  such  facts  as  are  within  your  knowledge,  of  the  pm> 
tioal  operation  of  the  act  referred  to — especially, 

^^1.  In  regard  to  the  equality  of  its  operation  throughout  the  Union,  the 
agreement  or  variance  of  appraisements  at  the  different  ports. 

*^  2.  In  regard  to  fraudulent  invoices. 

<^  3.  In  regard  to  the  undervaluation  of  merchandise. 

"  4.  In  regard  to  the  effects  of  abolishing  specific  duties. 

^^  5.  The  practical  operation  of  the  3d  section  of  this  act,  under  which, 
on  all  merchandise  ^  not  specially  provided  for,  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent 
ad  valorem^  is  levied;  this  rate  of  duty  being  less  tlian  the  rates  im- 
posed upon  the  manufactures  of  wool,  worsted,  cotton,  silk,  leather,  wood, 
paper,  glass,  bone,  ivory,  iron,  copper,  tin,  lead,  or  other  metal,  &c. 

^<  6.  The  effects  of  levying  different  rates  of  duty  upon  the  uianufactnres 
of  the  same  material,  viz  :  wool,  cotton,  silk,  hemp,  glass,  wood,  pap», 
copper,  &c. 

*■ '  7.  The  effect  of  levying  different  rates  ot  duty  upon  the '  manu&ctores 
of  wool,'  and  the  *  manufactures  of  worsted.' 

"  8.  The  effect  of  levying  the  same  rates  of  duty  upon  raw  materials  as 
are  imposed  upon  the  manu&ctures  thereof,  as  in  the  cases  of  wool,  iroo, 
&c. 

^<  And  also  the  effect  in  those  cases. where  the  rates  of  duty  upon  the 
manufactures  are  less  than  the  rates  imposed  upon  the  raw  material,  as 
in  the  cases  of  wool,  hemp,  copper,  (fcc. 

^^9.  In  regard  to  the  effect  upon  the  business  of  American  merchants 
engaged  in  the  importation  of  foreign  merchandise." 

To  this  circular  numerous  replies  were  received,  a  portion  of  which 
were  presented  in  the  last  annual  report  to  Congress  from  tliis  depart- 
ment, and  to  which  the  Senate  is  respectfully  referred  as  showing  the  re- 
sults of  the  measures  which  had  been  adopted  to  prevent  frauds  upon  the 
revenue,  so  far  as  they  were  known  to  the  parties. 

In  order  that  the  Senate  may  appreciate  some  of  the  difficulties  of  se- 
curing a  just,  faithful,  and  impartial  appraisal  of  all  goods^  wares,  and 
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xnefchandise  imported  into  the  United  States,  and  just  and  proper  entries 
of  the  actual  market  value  or  wholesale  price  thereof  under  our  present 
system  and  laws,  a  single  case  of  recent  occurrence  will  be  given. 

Three  shipments  of  pimento  were  made  from  the  island  of  Jamaica  at 
about  the  same  period— two  of  them  to  New"  York  by  the  same  vessel, 
the  invoices  of  which  bear  the  same  date;  the  other  to  Baltimore,  and  all 
for  account  of  the  shippers. 

The  New  York  invoices  were  both  at  2|rf.  per  pound,  but  before 
making  entry  one  of  the  parties  added  ^.  per  pound  to  make  the  price 
conform  to  the  fair  market  value:  the  other  entered  his  without  making 
any  addition  to  the  value.  The  appraisers  added  ^d.  per  pound  to  the  value ; 
the  parties  demanded  a  reappraisement  by  merchants,  which  was  held, 
and  the  appraisers'  valuation  was  sustained.  The  additional  duty  was  ac- 
cordingly assessed. 

At  Baltimore,  entry  was  made  without  any  addition  to  the  value;  the 
appraisers  added f</.  to  the  value;  a  reappraisement  by  merchants  was  de- 
manded, and  vhe  appraisers'  valuation  was  not  sustained.  Upon  a  report 
of  all  the  facts  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he  decided  that,  *^as 
these  merchant  appraisers  had  placed  before  them,  at  the  time,  evidence 
furnished  on  appraisement  at  New  York  of  importations  of  pimento  from 
Jamaica  shipped  about  the  same  time,  going  to  show  that  the  market  val- 
ue of  the  article  was  higher  than  that  stated  in  the  invoice  under  review, 
the  department  is  compelled  to  infer  that  their  estimate  of  value  refers 
solely  to  the  price  or  cost  paid  by  the  owner  or  shipper,  and  not  the  ac- 
tiuU  market  mlue  or  wholesale  price  at  the  time  of  shipment  in  the  prin- 
cipal markets  of  the  country.  This  being  the  case,  their  appraisement  is 
not  in  conformity  with  law,  and  cannot  be  treated  or  taken  as  valid  and 
effectual,  and  must  consequently  be  disregarded." 

From  this  review  of  some  of  "  the  measures  adopted  to  prevent  frauds 
upon  the  revenue  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  30th  July,  1846,"  it 
is  believed  that  all  the  authority  conferred  by  law  upon  this  department 
has  been  executed,  unless  it  should  be  decided  that  the  construction  of 
the  2d  section  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  of  lOih  Au- 
gust, ltJ46,  contended  for  by  those  interested,  is  the  true  one. 

Without  extending  this  communication  to  an  unreasonable  length,  the 
answer  to  the  inquiry  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  <' what 
has  been  the  result  of  the  measures  adopted  to  prevent  these  frauds,"  may 
be  briefly  stated. 

All  the  frauds  which  can  be  propetrated  by  double  invoices  and  felse 
valuations  continue  without  abatement.  Honest  merchants  and  fair  tra- 
ders have  been  driven  from  the  business  of  importing  foreign  merchandise, 
being  unable  to  compete  with  the  dishonest  practices  that  prevail,  and 
which  our  present  system  favors. 

The  business  of  importing  merchandise  has  fallen  rapidly  and  perma- 
nently into  the  hands  of  foreign  manufacturers  and  merchants,  and  our 
own  citizens  are  deprived  of  a  lucrative  employment  in  consequence  of 
these  systematic  frauds. 

In  the  last  annual  report  from  this  department,  several  tables  were  in- 
serted to  illustrate  the  effect  of  the  substitution  of  duties  on  the  foreign 
value  of  merchandise  in  place  of  specific  duties.    Taking  two  as  exam- 
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pies  of  the  operation  of  our  present  system,  the  attention  of  the  Senate  ii 
invited  to  the  result^  viz: 

Mcuteria  wine. 

For  five  months,  ending  November  30, 1846,  under  specific  duties, 

average  value  per  gallon  -  -  -  -  -  -$109 

For  seven  months,  ending  June  30, 1847,  under  ad  valorem  duties, 

average  value  per  gallon  -  -  -  -  -  -        41 

For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1848,  under  ad  valorem  duties, 

average  value  per  gallon  -  .      ,      -  -  -  -        48 

For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849,  under  ad   valorem  duties, 

average  value  per  gallon  -----  -        54 

For  nine  months,  ending  March  31, 1850,  under  ad  valorem  duties, 

average  value  per  gallon  -  -  -  -  -      -      -        48 

Brandy. 

For  five  months,  ending  November  30, 1846,  under  specific  duties, 

average  cost  per  gallon    -  -  -  -  -  -107 

For  seven  months,  ending  June  30, 1847,  under  ad  valorem  duties, 

average  cost  per  gallon    ------        92 

For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1848,  under  ad  valorem  duties, 

average  cost  per  gallon  --.•--  88 
For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849,  under  ad  valorem  duties, 

average  cost  per  gsdlon    .  -  -  -  .  -        65 

For  nine  months,  ending  March  31, 1850,  under  ad  valorem  duties, 

average  cost  per  gallon    -.----        64 

From  inquiries  instituted  by  this  department,  it  was  clearly  shown  that 
the  value  of  these  articles  did  not  decline  in  the  countries  from  which 
they  were  imported  to  the  extent  which  the  above  tables  would  indicate, 
nor  did  the  prices  at  which  they  were  sold  to  consumers  at  aU  conform  to 
the  declared  values  in  the  invoices  and  entries. 

The  particulars  of  many  cases  of  the  grossest  fraud  have  been  furnished 
to  the  department;  and  the  evidence  is  conclusive  that  so  long  as  the 
.  present  ad  valorem  sy^^tem  is  continued  they  will  prevail. 

The  appraisers  in  the  seven  principal  ports,  where  alone  any  appraisers 
are  employed,  have  been  exerted  to  labor  and  vigilance  in  the  highest 
degree  conunendable,  and  have  been  sustained  by  the  department  in  their 
efforts. 

There  are,  however,  ninety-five  ports  of  entry  where  there  are  no  ap- 
praisers. From  these,  very  few  instances  have  been  reported  of  the  de- 
tection of  frauds  or  undervaluations,  while  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  they  are  as  frequent  at  these  ports  as  at  others.  The  increase  an* 
nually  of  new  collection  districts,  without  appraisers,  opens  new  avenues 
for  the  introduction  of  foreign  merchandise  without  sutficient  protection 
to  the  revenue. 

Many  frauds  have  been  detected,  and  the  penalties  imposed  by  law 
have  been  inflicted;  seizures  have  been  made,  and  recently  prosecutions 
of  the  offending  parties  have  been  commenced. 

The  facilities  lor  ascertaining  the  true  market  value  of  the  great  variety  of 
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foreign  merchandise  in  the  principal  markets  of  the  countries  of  production 
or  manufacture  are  very  limited  at  best,  and  are  lessening  rapidly,  as  mer- 
chants of  known  character  are  forced  to  abandon  their  business  as  im- 
porters. 

The  means  at  the  disposal  of  this  department  are  entirely  inadequate  to 
such  an  examination  of  imports  as  will  effectually  suppress  the  system- 
atic frauds  known  to  be  extensively  perpetrated. 

In  conclusion,  I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that  adequate  remedies  for 
these  frauds  can  only  be  provided  by  acts  of  Congress;  that  mainly 
they  attach  to  the  system  of  levying  aa  valorem  duties  upon  the  market 
value  of  merchandise  in  foreign  countries,  which  it  is  almost  impossible 
for  the  officers  of  the  customs  to  ascertain  under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances, and  that  practically  very  few  of  them  pretend  to  accurate  know- 
ledge concerning  them;  that  the  longer  this  system  is  continued,. the 
-weaker  will  become  the  restraints — the  stronger  the  inducements  to  defratid 
the  revenue. 

Our  dependence  for  revenue  is  now  upon  the  receipts  from  duties  levied 
upon  the  importation  of  foreign  merchandise.  The  rates  of  duty  are  fixed 
by  law,  but  the  values  upon  which  they  are  imposed  are  left  entirely  to 
interested  foreigners. 

1  would  therefore  respectfully  submit,  that  many  of  the  inequalities  of 
our  present  system  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  remedied  by  the  substitution 
of  home  fov  foreign  valuation  of  dutiable  merchandise.  This  change  would 
)4ace  all  importers  upon  an  equal  footing  in  respect  to  the  valuations  for 
duty;  it  would  both  guard  the  revenue  against  most  of  the  fraudulent 
practices  complained  of,  and  tend  to  its  increase. 

Although  the  period  of  the  adjournment  of  Congress  has  been  fixed  and 
is  DOW  at  hand,  I  venture  to  recommend  that  the  change  be  made  at  the 
present  session. 

Most  respectfidly^  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  CORWIN, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Wm.  R.  King, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

Ex.— 2 
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rtst  Congress,  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Doc. 

1**  Session.  No.  80. 


REPORT 

FROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 

IV  COMPLIANCE  WITH 

A  resolution  of  the  Senate  y  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  despatch  received  from 
J.,  R.  Claj/f  charge  d^ affaires  at  Lima,  respecting  Peruvian  guano. 


September  27^  1860. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 


Department  op  State, 
Washington,  September  26, 1850. 
Since  the  transmission  of  the  report  of  27th  June  last  to  the  Senate,  in 
answer  to  its  resolution  of  the  10th  of  the  same  month,  requesting  in- 
formation upon  the  subject  of  the  trade  in  guano  between  Peru  and  the 
United  States,  a  despatch  has  been  received  at  this  department  from  Mr. 
J.  R.  Clay,  charg6  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  at  Lima,  relating  to  the 
same  subject,  a  copy  oi  which  is  herewith  respectfully  submitted. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  tlhited  SteUes. 


[No.  61.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Lima,  August  12,  1850. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  despatch  No.  14 
irom  the  department,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Richard  Pol- 
lard, of  Albemarle  county,  Virginia,  concerning  the  export  of  guano  from 
Peru. 

The  last  steamer  from  Panama  arrived  nearly  two  days  behind  her 
time,  so  that  1  shall  not  be  able  to  converse  with  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  upon  the  subject  before  the  close  of  the  mail  for  the  north.  I  shall, 
nevertheless,  bring  it  to  his  notice  without  delay,  although  I  feel  per- 
fectly assured  that  this  government  will  not  consent  to  make  any  change 
in  its  present  method  of  disposing  of  the  article.  The  Peruvian  govern- 
ment relies  wholly  upon  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  guano  in  Great 
Britain  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  its  foreign  debt.  The  sales  are 
made  exclusively  for  account  of  the  government,  and  must  amount  at 
present  to  nearly  three  millions  of  dollars  annually,  about  one-third  of 
which  is  clear  profit  to  the  State.  The  house  of  Gibbs  &  Co.,  of  Lon- 
don, have  made  frequent  loans  to  Peru,  based  upon  the  consignment  of 
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the  guano;  and,  by  a  recent  contract,  the  government  has  secured  to  tte 
firm  the  consignment  of  the  article  until  the  year  lS6o.  Such  is  tl^ 
case  with  reference  to  the  shipments  of  guano  to  England. 

Heretofore  the  same  house  has  been  the  agent  of  Peru  for  the  sale  i]f 
ffuano  in  the  United  States;  and,  although  there  is  no  contract  with  tl^ 
ilrm  at  this  time,  still  it  continues  to  make  shipments  for  account  of  ilie 
government,  under  special  licenses  from  the  President. 

The  product  of  the  ton  of  guano  to  the  government  is,  I  understood, 
about  twelve  dollars,  when  s&ies  are  made  at  forty-seven  dollars  io  the 
United  States,  or  JS9  IO9.  in  England.  The  remainder  is  absoibedm 
expenses  of  shipping,  freight,  commission  on  sales,  and  other  charge. 
The  freight  alone  from  Call^  to  the  United  States,  or  England,  is  fifteen 
dollars  the  ton;  and  the  consignees  of  a  vessel  at  Valparaiso  recendyjff- 
ferred  sending  her  home  in  ballast,  rather  than  accept  twelve  dollaRKt 
ton  of  guano  from  Callao.  The  statement  of  Mr.  Pollard,  that  "a fe 
trade  in  guano  wouW  bring  the  price  down  from  fifty  dollars  to  son»- 
thing  like  ten  dollars  the  ton  with  us,'*  is  therefore  essentially  enoneons. 

The  Peruvian  government^  deriving  a  profit  of  about  twelve  dollars  per 
ton,  would  certainly  not  consent  to  change  its  system,  unless  it  could  be 
clearly  demonstrated  that  an  export  duty  upon  guano  would  produce  a 
greater  amount  of  revenue.  Even  then,  I  doubt  whether  the  paities 
interested  in  sustaining  the  existing  system  would  peraiit  it  to  be 
given  up. 

I  shall  use  my  utmost  exertions  to  induce  this  government  to  throw 
open  the  trade,  at  least  with  the  United  States;  but  1  think  there  is  do 
prospect  of  success,  unless  a  discriminating  duty  be  placed  upon  iIk 
article,  to  encourage  the  importation  of  guano  from  Patagonia  and  other 
places;  aiid  it  is  questionable  whether  such  legislation  would  benefit  the 
consumers.  In  my  next  despatch  I  shall  endeavor  to  furnish  the  isfsai' 
ment  with  statistics  upon  this  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  J.  RANDOLPH  CUY. 

Hon.  John  M.  CLAvroi^r, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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\si  Session.  No.  81. 


MESSAGE 


raoM 


I'HE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


COMMUKICATIWO, 


fn  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senatey  a  copy  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  Dejpartment  of  State  and  the  Turkish  government  on  the 
subject  of  t?ie  Hungarian  exiles. 


SErrEMBER  27, 1850. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the 
123(1  instant,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  papers  therein 
referred  to. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Wa^hingpton,  September  27, 1 850. 


Department  op  State, 
Washington y  September  26, 1850. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  Senate's  resolu- 
tion of  the  23d  instant  requesting  the  President  <^  to  transmit  to  the 
Senate,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest,  a  copy  of  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Department  of  State  and  the  Turkish  govern- 
ment  on  the  subject  of  the  Hungarian  exiles,'^  has  the  honor  to  communi- 
cate to  the  President  the  following  papers,  embracing  all  the  infonnation 
on  file  in  this  department  which  appears  to  be  called  for  by  the  resolution. 

The  information  now  communicated  is  derived,  as  will  be  seen,  from 
the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Marsh,  the  minister  resident  of  the  United 
States  in  Turkey.  Portions  of  previous  despatches  of  Mr.  Marsh,  relating 
to  the  same  subject,  were  transmitted  to  the  Senate  on  the  18th  of  May 
last,  as  a  sequel  to  the  executive  message  of  the  28th  March,  in  answer 
to  the  Senate's  resolution  of  thel22d  of  March,  1860. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

To  the  Priesipent  of  the  United  States. 
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LIST  OP  ACCOMPANYING  PAPERS. 


Mr.  G.  P.  Marsh  to  the  Secretary  of  State^  Constantinople^  April  18^ 
1850.    (Extract.) 
The  same  to  the  sam^,  Constantinople,  May  15^  1850.    (Extract.) 
The  same  to  the  same,  Constantinople,  June  19,  1850.     (Extract.) 
The  same  to  the  same,  Constantinople,  July  4, 185(X     (Extract) 
The  same  to  the  same,  Constantinople^  August  19,  1850.    (Elxtiact.) 
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Mr.  O.  P.  Marsh  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
[Extnet] 


^No.  6.]  Legation  of  the  Unttbd  States^ 

Conatatitinopley  April  18^  1860. 
Sir:  Since  the  date  of  my  last  despatch,  (No.  4,)  the  Austrian  govern- 
ment has  notified  the  Porte  of  its  acceptance  of  the  terms  of  internment  of 
the  Hungarian  refugees  offered  by  the  Sultan,  and  the  diplomatic  relations 
between  Austria  and  the  Porte  have  been  fonnally  resumed .  The  refugees 
Dvho  were  lately  at  Bnissa  have  been  removed  to  Eutayah,  and  it  is  un- 
derstood that,  on  the  expiration  of  a  year  from  the  date  of  the  Sultan's 
offer,  (which  was  early  last  autumn,)  they  will  be  released,  and  allowed 
to  proceed  to  England  or  America,  as  they  may  desire.  The  other 
refugees  are  still  in  the  interior,  and  about  one  hundred  of  them  have  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States,  and  have  applied  to  me 
to  furnish  them  with  the  means  of  transportation  to  America,  and  of  sub^ 
sistence  in  the  mean  time.  I  could,  of  course,  contract  no  engagements 
of  this  sort,  and  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  hold  out  to  them  encouragement 

of  aid  of  any  description  from  the  American  government. 

#•••  ••  •  • 


Mr.  G.  P.  Marsh  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

[Extract.] 
[No.  6-]  liEGATlON  OP  THE   UnITED   StATES, 

Constantinople  y  May  15,  1850. 
Sir:  ♦••#♦♦♦• 

I  am  aware  that  the  executive  government  can  do  little  for  these  persons, 
[the  Hungarian  refugees  in  Turkey,]  without  the  authority  of  Congress; 
but,  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  as  well  as  the  reputation  for  generosity 
"which  our  sympathy  for  starving  Ireland  and  oppressed  Hungary  has 
^ined  us  in  Europe,  it  is  most  earnestly  to  be  desired  that  this  legation 
may  be  empowered  to  do  something  to  realize  the  hopes  which  the  suffer- 
ing refugees  still  cherish  of  effectual  aid  from  the  American  people. 


Mr.  GL  P.  Marsh  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

[Extract.] 

[No.  9.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople  J  June  19,  1850. 
Sir:  ♦  ##♦••#• 

At  the  request  of  Governor  Kossuth,  I  asked  leave  for  the  refugees  to  en- 
ter the  military  service  of  Servia.  To  this  the  minister  replied,  that  the 
Porte  must  ultimately  be  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  refugees,  if  it 
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pennitted  or  sanctioned  their  employment;  that  Servia  wa3  a  frontia 
province;  their  employment  there  would  furnish  a  plausible  pretext  of 
complaint  to  Austria;  and  besides  this,  with  the  inducements  they  woald 
have  to  bring  about  a  rupture  between  the  Porte  and  Austria,  it  could 
hardly  be  supposed  that  they  could  be  stationed  on  the  frontier  withonl 
seriously  endangering  the  peaceful  relations  now  subsisting  between  the 
two  countries. 

The  conclusion  to  which  the  Porte  had  arrived >  he  informed  noe,  wis 
this:  The  monthly  stipend  allowed  to  the  refugees  remaining  at  Shwnla 
would  be  discontinued,  and  both  oj£cers  and  men  set  at  liberty — those 
who  elect  to  remain  in  Turkey  receivi4ng  a  donation  of  $11^  and  those 
who  leave  the  country  $22  each.  This  latter  sum  would  nearly  suffice 
to  pay  their  passage  to  America,  if  there  were  now  at  Constantinople  ves- 
sels constructed  and  fitted  out  for  the  conveyance  of  steerage  passengers; 
but  there  are  none  such  in  port,  nor,  indeed  are  they  to  be  found  in  the 
Mediterranean.  The  refugees  who  speak  French  or  Italian  will  be  aUe, 
with  such  employment  as  they  can  pick  up,  and  the  donation  above  men- 
tioned, to  subsist  some' weeks;,  those  who  are  acquainted  with  Magyar  and 
German  only  (as  is  the  case  with  many  of  them)  can  get  no  employa>eat, 
and  must  consequently  suffer. 

•  ••••••  « 


Mr.  G.  P.  Marsh  to  the  Secretary  of  State-. 

[Extract.] 

[No.  10.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople y  July  4,  1850*. 
Sir:  ####•#•• 

Since  my  last  despatch,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  offered  me  lo  send 
all  the  Hungarian  refugees,  excepting  those  detained  in  Asia  Minor,  who 
wish  to  go  to  America  (about  two  hundred  in  number)  tp  England,  at 
the  expense  of  the  Sultan,  if  I  would  undertake,  in  behalf  of  the  Ameri- 
can government,  to  transport  them  from  England  to  America.  I  regret  I 
had  not  authority  to  accept  this  libersd  proposal^  but  was,  of  course,  obliged 
to  decline  it. 


Mr,  G.  P.  Marsh  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

[Extract.] 

[No.  12.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Constantinople y  August  ]9,  1830. 
Sir:  ♦  •##♦#♦• 

In  my  despatch  No.  10  I  stated  that  the  Porte  had  offered  to  transport,  at 
its  own  expense,  as  &r  as  Liverpool,  such  of  the  Hungarian  refugees  as- 
desired  to  emigrate  to  America>upon  conditioa  that  the  American  govern- 
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ment  would  provide  for  their  passage  from  England  to  the  United  States. 
The  intercession  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  behalf  of 
Kossuth  and  his  compeuiions^  but  much  more  especially  the  strong  mani- 
festations of  popular  sympathy  in  the  United  States  in  the  cause  of  the 
refugees,  had  led  the  Porte  to  expect,  with  confidence,  that  some  aid 
would  be  lent  them,  either  by  the  American  government  or  by  the  vol- 
untary contributions  of  individuals,*  and  I  have  reason  to  think  that  my 
refusal  to  pledge  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  aid  their  emigra- 
tion was  received  with  disappointment,  if  not  with  a  stronger  feeling,  by 
the  Porte. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


Slst  CoNORBBS,  [SENATE]  Ex.  Doo. 

1st  Session.  No.  83. 


REPORT 
THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

IN  OBEDIENCE 

7b  t/ic  resolution  of  the  Setiate  ccdling  for  'informcttpm  relating  to  the  se- 
<urity  and  collertion  of  the  revenue  in  Gdtfomiay  Sf^c;  accompanied  by 
«  report  frorn  Gilbert  HLodman,  csq.^  special  agetU. 


September  18^  1850, 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

September  28,  1850. 

O.dcTtd  to  be  printed,  and  that  500  copien  in  addition  to  the  uflual  r.amberbe  printed  fat  the 

use  of  the  Seiiate, 


Treasury  Department, 

September  IT,  1850. 

Sin:  In  obi'di«nce  to  the  resolution  "  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  requested  to-communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  any  report  that  may 
Jiave  been  made  to  the  department  upon  the  subject  of  securing  and  col- 
lecting the  revenue  from  customs,  and  other  matters  of  public  interest,  in 
Oaliforuia,  by  any  special  agent  appointed  by  said  department,  accompa- 
nied by  such  suggestions  and  recommendations  as  trie  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  deem  advisable,"  I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  made 
by  Mf.  Gilbert  Rodman,  a  special  agent  of  this  department,  in  relation  to 
tlie  public  interests  ni  California  which  are  under  the  ^direction  of  the 
Treasury  Department. 

In  further  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  I  would  re- 
spectfully recommend  that  the  new  collection  districts  of  Monterey  and 
San  Diego  be  established,  with  the  limits  and  ports  of  delivery  described 
in  Mr.  Rodman's  report. 

The  commercial  importance  of  the  towns  of  Benecia,  Stockton,  and 
Sacramento  appears  to  require  that  there  should  be  extended  to  them 
fecilities  and  privileges  similar  to  those  provided  by  the  act  of  2d  March, 
1831,  *«  allowing  the  duties  on  foreign  merchandise  imported  into  Pitts- 
burgjWheeling,  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  St.  Louis,  Nashville,  and  Natchez 
to  be  secured  and  paid  at  those  places;"  and  I  would  recommend  that 
.such  provision  be  made  by  law,  and  that  they  also  be  made  ports  of  de- 
livery within  the  district  of  Upper  California. 

Tlie  large  amount  of  revenue  from  customs  collected  at  San  Francisco, 
anid  the  extent  of  its  commerce,  render  it  necessary  that  ample  provision 
be  made  for  the  accommodation  of  the  officers  of  the  customs,  and  the 
prompt  atid  economical  discharge  of  their  important  duties.    To  this  end, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


[82] 


2 


I  deem  it  advisable  that  an  appropriation  be  made  £>r  the  constracdon 
of  a  new  custom-house  at  that  place. 

The  great  number  of  American  seamen  frequenting  the  ports  of  Cali- 
fornia, and  their  claims  upon  public  sympathy  when  sick  and  disabled  » 
fiur  from  their  homes  and  friends,  demand  that  the  relief  which  eiisting 
laws  authorize  should  be  liberally  extended  to  this  meritorious  class  of 
our  citizens.  To  meet  these  claims,  the  treasury  estimates  contained  a 
sufficient  amount  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenditures;  and  all  that  is  now 
necessary  to  ask  from  Congress  is  an  appropriation  to  enable  the  depBit- 
ment  to  construct  a  marine  hospital  at  San  Francisco — ^which  is  respect- 
fully and  earnestly  recommended. 

It  is  believed  that  the  considerations  which  have  heretofore  led  to  the 
establishment  of  branches  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States  apply  with 
increased  force  to  California;  and  the  public  Juterest  requires  thai  ao 
assistant  treasurer  be  apptnnted  in  that  section  of  our  country,  in  onlerio 
carry  into  effect  the  laws  for  the  safe- keeping  and  transfer  of  ihe  public 
moneys.  I  therefore  recommend  that  a  branch  mint  be  established  st 
San  Francisco,  and  that  the  treasurer  thereof  be  constituted  an  assistant 
treasurer. 

The  unexampled  growth  of  the  commerce  of  our  Pacific  ports,  and  the 
fiict  that  there  is  not  one  light-house  in  either  Califonna  or  Oxegon, 
render  it  necessary  that  liberal  appropriations  for  lights,  beacons,  buoys, 
&c.,  be  made  by  Congress  j  and  in  this  connexion,  and  as  of  vast  import- 
ance to  our  commercial  interests,  I  would  commend  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  Congress  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  survey  of  theccist 
of  California  and  Oregon,  and  a  special  appropriation  for  that  object. 

In  regard  to  the  number,  ^tade,  and  compensation  ol  officers  of  the 
•  customs^  or  otherwise  under  the  control  of  this  department,  in  California 
and  Oregon;  it  is  deemed  best  to  accomr&odate  the  regulations  respecting 
them  to  existing  circumstances,  and  not  to  establish  by  law  rates  of  com- 
pensation which,  while  reasonable  ahd  necessary  at  tlie  present  time, 
cannot  be  regarded  as  permanent.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  recom- 
mend that,  lor  the  present,  the  compensation  of  officers  of  the  customs  in 
California  and  Oregon  be  fixed  by  this  department,  and  reported  to 
Ooi^gress  for  such  aiMion  thereon  a?  may,  from  time  to  time,  Ije  deem©! 
expedient.  It  is  deemed  necessary  that  there  be  provision  by  law  for  the 
appointment  of  a  naval  officer  and  an  appraiber  of  merchandise  at  San 
Francisco-r-which  Is  also  respectfully  reconnueuded. 

In  presenting  the.se  suggestions  and  recommendations,  it  has  been 
deemed  advisable  to  endeavor  to  keep  all  the  proposed  expenditures  fa 
California  and  Oregon  within  the  estimated  receipts  of  the  revenue  froaa 
customs  within  their  collection  districts;  and  it  is  believed  that  all  ilw 
appropriations  recommended  herein  may  be  niade  at  the  present  sessioD 
of  Congress  without  affecting  any  estimates  of  revenue  or  expeuditiue 
hitherto  presented  to  Congress  by  this  department. 

The  distance  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  in  California  and  Or^on 
from  the  treasury,  and  their  peculiar  circumstances,  render  it  not  nieid; 
advisable,  but  almost  necessary,  that,  un'il  otherwise  directed  by  Cuogress, 
the  provisions  of  law,  in  reiati«»n  to  the  payment  of  tiie  expenses  incid^t 
to  tlie  collection  of  the  revenue  from  customs,  existing  prior  to  the  passage 
of  the  act  of  3d  M^urch,  1849,  entitled  ''An  act  requiring  all  monevs 
receivable  from  customs^  and  from  all  other  sources^  to  be  paid  irnmedi- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


3  [82] 

^tely  into  the  treasury,  without  abatement  or  reduction,"  shaU  be  made 
aj>piicable  to  the  several  collection  districts  in  the  State  of  California  and 
llie  Territory  of  Oregon. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitte(J, 

THO.  COR  WIN, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Wm.  R.  KixG, 

President  of  the  Senate 

of  the  United  States. 


Washington,  August  21,  1850, 
Sir:  In  pursuance  of  instructions,  under  my  appointment,  by  your  pre- 
decessor, of  the  9th  of  April  last,  as  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, to  proceed  to  California  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  custom- 
house business  at  the  port  of  San  Francisco,  and  matters  connected  with 
ihe  security  and  collection  of  the  revenue  from  customs,  <fcc.,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Upper  California,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  considera- 
tion the  following  report  and  views  upon  the  subjects  referred  to  in  my 
instructions. 

The  present  organisation  for  securing  and  collecting  the  revenue  from 
customs  in  California  is  deemed  wholly  inadequate,  under  the  existing 
condition  of  trade  and  revenue  business  in  that  collection  district.  When 
the  revenue  laws  wei^e  extended  over  California,  and  the  collection  district 
established,  by  the  act  of  3d  of  Marcli,  1849,  the  legislation  of  Congress 
was  framed  to  meet  the  case  of  a  minor  port  of  entry  only.  The  existing 
condition  of  things,  and  the  great  extent  of  commerce  and  revenue  busi- 
ness which  have  been  developed  by  the  subsequent  discovery  oi  gold  and 
the  vast  emigration  to  that  region,  were  not  foreseen,  and  hence  the  want 
of  suitable  provisions  of  law  to  meet  this  state  of  affairs,-  besides,  the 
want  of  a  United  States  judiciary  in  California  seriously  impedes  the  proper 
enforcement  of  the  collection  and  revenue  laws,  and  moreover. deprives 
the  masters  and  owners  of  vessels  of  the  usual  protection  afforded  them 
by  taw  in  other  collection  districts  of  the  United  States— which  has  pro- 
duced much  inconvenience  and  complaint,  especially  on  the  part  of 'mas- 
ters and  owners  of  foreign  vessels,  wlio  have  been  subjected  to  embarrass- 
ments and  onerous  expenses  by  reason  of  the  courts  and  municipal  officers 
at  San  Francisco  undertaking,  in  cases  not  warranted  by  any  law  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  exercise  admiralty  jurisdiction.  Further  legislation  is  urgently 
called  for,  as  well  for  the  greater  security  and  more  prompt  collection  of 
the  revenue,  and  enforcement  of  the  laws  regulating  the  same,  as  tot  the 
protection  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  masters  and  owners  of  both  Ameri- 
can and  foreign  vessels. 

In  a  revenue  point  of  view,  the  district  of  Upper  California  now  ranks 
with  the  five  principal  ports  of  the  Union — ^the  revenue  collected  being 
equal,  if  not  greater,  in  amount,  to  that  of  the  port  of  Kew  Orleans.  It 
should  therefore,  it  is  conceived,  be  provided  with  the  full  complement  of 
officers  and  other  facilities  authorized  by  existing  laws  at  other  princi- 
pal ports  of  entry.  Hence,  at  the  port  of  San  Francisco  there  should  be 
provided,  in  addition  to  the  collector,  a  naval  officer,  surveyor,  two  prin- 
cipal and  two  assistant  appiaisers^  with  an  adequate  corps  of  suboidini^ 
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officers  of  the  customs  and  revenue^  together  with  suitable  custom-hocw 
and  warehouse  accommodations. 

The  act  of  3d  Mdrch,  1849,  before  referred  to,  embraces  the  entire  ter- 
ritory and  waters  of  Upper  California  in  one  collection  district,  with  a 
single  port  of  entry  at  San  Francisco,  and  establishes  ports  of  ddkenf 
at  Monterey,  San  Diego,  and  at  the  junction  of  the  rivers  Gila  and 
Colorado,  at  the  head  of  the  Gulf  of  California.  The  remoteness  of 
Monterey  and  San  Diego,  especially  the  latter,  from  San  Francisco,  the 
present  port  of  entry,  deprives  the  citizens  of  these  ports  from  engaging 
in  the  foreign  import  trade,  as  foreign  merchandise  intended  for  these 
places  must,  in  pursuance  of  existing  laws,  be  entered  and  the  duties 
paid  or  secured  at  San  Francisco,  thus  occasioning  much  inconFeniesceT 
delay,  and  expense  to  the  importer.  This  is  a  seiions  grievance,  and 
calls  for  the  favorable  consideration  and  action  of  Congress.  Monterey 
and  San  Diego  should  be  organized  into  separate  collection  district^ 
with  a  port  or  entry  for  each.  The  district  of  San  Diego  should  embraca 
within  its  limits  the  towns  of  Santa  Barbara  and  San  Pedro^  as  ports  d 
delivery,  with  surveyorships  established  at  said  .places,  respectively. 
There  IS  already  a  substantial  and  commodious  custom-house  buildijig 
belonging  to  the  United  States  at  Monterey,  formerly  uSed  by  the  Mexi- 
can government  for  that  purpose.  It  is  an  *'  adobe"  structure,  160  by 
40  feet,  in  a  good  state  of  preservation,  and  contains  ample  accommodi- 
tions  for  the  storage  of  merchandise. 

Besides  the  foregoing  collection  districts  and  ports,  it  becomes  ezpe^ 
dient  and  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  public  revenue,  and  in  order 
to  meet  the  wants  and  afford  proper  facilities  to  the  rapidly- increasing 
trade  and  commercial  enterprise  of  other  portions  of  California,  tliat  dis- 
tricts and  ports  of  entry  should  also  be  established  at  the  foUowing-ena- 
merated  places,  viz:  1.  A  collection  district  and  port  of  entry  at  the  town 
of  Benecia — ^the  port  of  entry  to  embrace  said  town  and  the  waters  of  Kar- 
quines  straits,  and  a  portion  of  the  waters  and  shores  of  Napa  bay;  2.  A 
collection  district  and  port  of  entry  at  Sacramento  City;  3.  A  collection 
district  and  port  of  entry  at  the  town  of  Stockton. 

Benecia  is  eligibly  situated  on  the  straits  of  Karquines,  between  San 
Pablo  and  Suison  bays,  and  may  be  considered  the  head  of  ocean  naviga- 
tion, from  which  it  is  distant  about  35  or  40  miles,  and  possesses  advan- 
tages calculated  to  make  it  an  important  commercial  port.  It  can  be  easily 
approached  at  all  seasons,  and  under  any  stage  of  water,  by  the  lai^gest  class 
of  sea-going  vessels,  for  which  a  secure  harbor  and  anchorage  is  afforded. 
Benecia  has  been  selected  as  the  chief  military  station  and  depot  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  public  barracks  and  store-houses  have  already  been  coi- 
structed  there;  it  is,,  besides,  the  depot  of  naval  stores  for  our  Pacific 
squadron,  and  when  in  port  the  ships-of-war  lie  at  said  place.  It  is, 
nioreOver,  the  depot  of  the  Pacific  line  of  American  steamers- 
Sacramento  City  and  Stockton  are  both  enterprising  and  thriving  places; 
and,  being  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mining  regions,  the  most  popnlous  por- 
tion of  California^  they  are  destined  to  become  highly  important  places 
in  a  commercial  point  of  view.  The  former  is  situated  on  the  Sacra- 
mento river,  about  100  mUes  above  Benecia;  and  the  latter  on  the  Sao 
Joaquin  river,  about  the  same  distance  from  this  place.  The  waters  of 
both  these  rivers  flow  into  Suison  bay^  and  it  is  alleged  that  either  of 
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j  these  towns  is  accessible  at  the  lowest  stages  of  water  to  vessels  drawing 

eight  feet  and  Under.    . 
^       The  great  incentive  given  to  business  and  enterprise  by  the  discavery 
^  of  gold  in  California^  and  the  astonishing  rapidity  with  which  that'coun- 
^  try  is  becoming  populated,  present  an  anomalous  condition  of  things, 
^  admitting  of  no  feir  comparison  or  analogy  with  any  other  section  of  our 
country;  and  hence,  in  legislating  for  that  region,  proper  regard  should 
^  be  had  to  the  peculiar  state  of  affairs  there  existing,  and  all  safe  and  rea- 
I  sonabte  facilities  should  be  afforded  by  law  to  aid  in  the  development  of 
•  its  resources,  and  foster  trade  and  enterprisie  in  this  important  and  sur- 
'  prising  portion  of  the  Union.     It  would,  therefore,  seem  to  be  the  dictate 
of  sound  policy  to  establish  districts  and  ports  of  entry  at  the  places  before 
-  indicated,  with  a  view  to  afford  the  re,^uisite  fecilities  to  foreign  and  do- 
mestic trade  at  said  points,  in  the  event  of  commerce  taking  that  direc- 
^  tion.    This  appears  to  have  been  the  policy  pursued  in  the  earlier  legiskk 
^  tion  of  Congress,  as  districts  and  ports  of  entry  were  established  in  several 
^  of  the  original  Atlantic  States  without,  it  would  seem,  any  reference 
(  being  had  to  the  then  actual  condition  of  commerce  and  trade  of  the 
>  district  and  port  created,  but  leaving  it  to  time  and  circumstances  to  de- 
I  velop  at  which  of  such  ports  commerce  would  ultimately  centre.    For 
the  reasons  and  causes  before  adverted  to,  the  exercise  of  a  similar  policy 
I  seems  more  urgently  called  for  in  the  case  of  California, 
i       The  only  public  building  belonging  to  the  United  States  at  San  Fran- 
cisco Is  an  old  dilapidated  ^' adobe"  building,  formerly  constructed  and 
i  used  by  the  Mexican  government  as  a  custom-house.   It  is  inconveniently 
arranged,  insecure,  and  altogether  unfit  to  be  used  for  custom^iouse  pur- 
i   poses  at  that  port.    The  lot  on  which  the  building  stands  is  conveniently 
I   situated  for  a  custom- house,  fronting  on  Portsmouth  square  275  feet,  with 
a  depth  of  60  feet.     The  building  at  present  occupied  as  a  custom-house 
is  a  substantial  and  commodious  four  story  brick  building,  partially  fire- 
proof, conveniently  situated  for  business,  and  taken  by  the  collector  at  a 
rent  of  three  thousand  dollars  per  month,  which,  according  to  the  rates 
ruling  at  San  Francisco,  is  not  considered  unreasonable;  and  I  do  not 
think  a  building  of  similar  capacity  and  character  can  be  leased  on  more 
fevorable  terms.     I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  however,  that  it  would  prove 
economical  on  the  part  of  the  government  to.  construct  a  suitable  fire-proof 
building  upon  the  old  custom-house  lot  on  Portsmouth  square,  in  which 
accommodations  might  also  be  provided  for  the  post  office.     From  in- 
formation obtained  at  San  Francisco,  I  feel  v^  confident  that  a  building 
of  the  description  referred  to  can  be  constructed  for  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.    I  should  not  think  it  expedient  for  the  government  to  erect 
public  stores  or  warehouses  at  said  port^  as  secure  and  convenient  private 
stores  can,  it  is  believed,  be  obtained  to  accommodate  bonded  goods 
without  oipense^  to  the  United  States — the  owners  bein§  remtinerated 
from  the  storage  charged  upon  the  goods.    A  public  marine  hospital  at 
said  port  is  required,  or  some  arrangements  authorized  by  law  to  contract 
with  ihe  proprietors  of  ))rivate  hospitals  to  board  and  take  charge  of  sick 
and  disabled  seamen  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  hospital  fund.    The 
present  charges  for  these  service^  are  so  far  beyond  the  rates  existing  dn 
the  Atlantic  seaboard,  that  special  legislative  authority  is  thought  to  be 
necessary  to  meet  the  case.    Should  it  be  deemed  expedient  to  erect  a 
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building  for  the  purpose,  it  might  1)e  placed  upon  a  portion  of  the  gronod 
reserved  for  governmeni  objects  at  the  aforesaid  port. 

In  addition  to  the  other  public  buildings  mentioned,  a  branch  of  the 
United  States  mint  ishould  be  established  at  San  Francisco.  A  portion 
of  the  ground  reserved  at  that  place  for  government  purposes  on  ^-  Rincon 
Point,"  it  is  thought,  would  afford  a  suitable  locotion  for  the  mint,  as  the 
building  would  be  exempt  in  that  situation  from  the  risk  of  fire,  to  which 
it  would  be  subjected  if  placed  on  any  of  the  other  government  reserva- 
tions, in  the  heart  of  the  city.  Such  an  establishment  would  afford  a  safe 
depository  for  the  public  funds,  besides  being  a  measure  essential  to  the 
interests  of  industry  in  all  its  departments,  and  to  all  classes  of  population— ^ 
as  well  those  engaged  in  commerce  and  trade  as  those  employed  in  mi- 
ning operations — by  furnishing  to  all,  what  is  imperatively  required,  i 
sound  standard  of  currency,  and  securing  to  the  latter  a  just  and  legsl 
equivalent  for  the  production  of  their  labor;  and  would,  moreover,  |ae- 
vent,  in  a  great  measure,  the  exportatiori  of  gold  dust  to  foreign  countries 
for  coinage,  and  its  return  in  coins  of  denoihinations  and  values  different 
from  our  own. 

The  government  reservations  before  alluded  to  are  laid  down  on  the 
accompanying  map  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco — which  reservations,  it  is 
understood,  were  origininally  made  by  General  Kearny.  By  the  ac- 
companying bopy  of  a  letter  to  Collector  Collier,  marked  A,  enclosing  an 
order  issued  by  General  Riley,  under  date  of  the  1 6th  November,  IS49, 
it  will  be  seen  that  **  so  much  of  the  government  reservations  at  San 
Francisco  as  may  be  required  for  custom-house  purposes'*  was  proposed 
to  be  transferred  to  the  Treasury  Department,  to  be  designated  by  the 
collector  of  the  customs.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  the  collector 
ever  made  any  selection  under  this  order.  It  would  appear,  also,  from  ihe 
copies  of  indentures  herewith,  marked  U  and  C,  purporting  to  hare  been 
entered  into  by  Captain  E.  D.Keyes,with  the  sanction  of  General  Riley, 
and  bearing  date  the  27th  day  of  November,  1849,  respectively,  that  all 
the  lands  reserved  for  government  purposes  at  San  Francisco  were  leased 
for  the  term  of  ten  years,  under  certain  mentioned  conditions  and  reser- 
tions,  to  Theodore  Shillaber  and  John  B.  Steenbeiger.  I  cannot  dis- 
cover, however,  that  these  leases  have  ever  been  approved  by  the  proper 
authorities  at  Washington. 

As  these  reservations  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  embrace  more 
land  than  is  conceived  tp  be  needed  for  any  public  objects  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  such  portions  as  may  not  be  re- 
quired for  custom-house  and  other  purposes  hereinbefoie  indicated,  as 
also  for  the  site  of  a  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  United  States 
courts  when  established,  should  be  relinquished  to  private  ownership,  on 
reasonable  and  equitable  conditions,  giving  the  preference  to  those  parties 
who  may  have  occupied  and  improved  the  same,  under  permission,  bj 
lease  or  otherwise,  of  the  United  States  officers  in  authority  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, during  its  military  occupation.  This  recommendation,  of  course, 
has  reference  only  where  the  title  to  the  reservations  may  be  found  to  be 
clearly  vested  in  the  United  States. 

Although  the  subject  of  light- houses,  beacons,  &c.,  is  not  specifically 
embraced  in  my  instructions,  my  atiention  was  nevertheless  given  to  the 
matter;  and  I  beg  leave  to  submit  herewith,  marked  D,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  me,  on  my  suggestion,  by  Lieutenant  Thomas  A.  Budd,  at 
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the  United  State$  navy,  commanding  the  United  States  mail  steamer  Cali- 
fornia) whose  experience  on  that  portion  of  the  coast  ojf  California  lying 
south  of  the  bay  of  San  Francisco  has  afforded  him  ample  opportunities 
of  obtaining  correct  information  on  the  subject;  and,  being  an  officer  of 
tnuch   ability  and  high   standing  \n   his  proiession,  I  feel  that  I  can 
safely  commend  his  suggestions  and  recommendations  to  the  favorable 
consideration   of  the  department.     The  accoinpanying  communication 
from  Captain  D.  Ottinger,  of  the  United  States  revenue  marine,  marked 
S,  furnishes  information  on  the  same  subject  in  regard  to  that  portion  of 
the  coast  north  of  the  bay  of  San  Francisco,  up  to  the  42d  parallel  of 
latitude.     Captain  Ottinger  has  had  much  experience  on  the  portioa  of 
the  coast  he  describes,  and  is  an  officer  in  wiiose  opinions  and  recommend- 
ations on  this  subject  the  most  implicit  reliance  may  be  placed. 

In  consideration  of  the  very  high  prices  of  living  in  California,  the  pres- 
ent compensation  allowed  the  officers  of  the  customs  and  revenue  are 
entirely  inadequate  to  afford  them  a  comfortable  living,  or  a  proper  remu* 
neration  for  their  services,  and  urgently  calls  for  some  special  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject.  In  the  absence  of  such  legislation,  it  would  seeoot 
proper  that  the  department,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  given  by  tha 
joint  resolution  of  Congress  adopted  on  the  14th  of  February  last,  which 
contingently  suspends  the  "restriction  by  law  upon  the  amount  of  .sala* 
ries  in  California  and  Oregon,"  should  prescribe  such  compensations  for 
said  officers  as  may  be  thought  reasonable  and  suitable  under  the  existing 
condition  of  things. 

For  the  officers  of  the  customs  nnd  revenue  at  present  authorized  by 
law  in  California,!  would  respectfully  suggest  the  following  rates  of  com- 
pensation, to  wit: 

The  collector  of  the  customs  at  San  Francisco,  a  maximum  ccHoapensa- 
tion  of  $10,000  per  annum. 

The  deputy  collector  at  San  Francisco,  $5,000  per  annum. 
The  deputy  collectors  at  Monterey,  San  Diego,  and  at  the  junction  of 
the  rivers  Gila  and  Colorado,  $2,000  per  annum  each. 

Pour  clerks  in  custom-house  at  San  Francisco,  $300  per  month  each. 
Flight  clerks,  $250  per  month  each. 

Two  special  clerks  to  attend  to  appraisements,  $275  per  month  each. 
Sixty  inspeotord  of  the  customs,  at  a  per  diem  rate  not  to  exceed  (6 
each. 

One  inspector  to  act  as  boarding  officer,  at  a  per  diem  rate  not  to  a« 
ceed  §8. 

Two  hands  for  revenue  boat,  at  a  per  diem  rate  not  to  exceed  $5  each. 
One  messenger  and  porter  for  custom-house,  $100  per  month* 
Two  watchmen  for  custom  house,  $130  per  month  each. 
One  inspector  of  the  customs  at  Santa  Barbara,  at  $4  per  day. 
One  inspector  at  San  Pedro,  at  $4  per  day. 

A  proportionate  increase  to  the  foregoing  should  likewise  be  made  to  the 
pay  of  the  officers  and  men  attached  to  the  revenue-cutter  service  in  Cali- 
iornia,  to  be  regulated  acciording  to  their  rank  and  duties,  respectively. 

In  the  event  of  a  full  complement  of  officers  at  the  port  of  San  Fran- 
cisco being  authorized  by  Congress,  the  following  compensations  are  sug' 
gesied,  viz: 
The  naval  officer,  a  maximum  compensation  of  $8,000  per  annum. 
The  surveyor,  a  maximum  compensation  of  $7,000  per  annum. 
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These  officers  would  require  about  six  clerks  each,  at  simikir  rates  of 
compcnsatiou  to  those  herein  recommended  for  the  clerks  in  the  collector's 
office. 

The  two  principal  appraisers  should  be  allowed  $6,000  each  per  annmn; 
and  the  two  assistant  appraisers,  $4,000  each  per  annum.  Four  or  fire 
clerks  would  be  needed  in  the  appraisers'  department,  at  rates  of  compeo- 
sadon  similar  to  those  suggested  for  the  collector's  office. 

Should  collection  districts  and  ports  of  entry  be  established  at  Beneck, 
Sacramento,  and  Stockton,  the  collectors  of  said  ports  ought  to  be  allowed 
each  a  specific  salary  of  $3,000,  with  a  maximum  compensation  of 
$5,000  per  annum  each,  dependant  upon  their  commissions  and  fees. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  interests  of  commerce 
and  navigation  on  the  western  coast  of  the  United  States  have  already 
risen  to  an  importance  and  magnitude  hardly  to  be  conceived  by  any  one 
who  has  not  witnessed  the  commercial  activity  displayed  at  all  the  busi- 
ness points  in  California.  The  proverbial  energy  and  enterprise  of  onr 
citizens  is  exhibited  in  stronger  contrast  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  than 
anywhere  else.  Prom  an  insignificant  hamlet  in  1S48,  San  Francisco 
has,  in  the  short  space  ,of  two  years,  become  a  compact  and  flourishing 
city,  containing  upwards  of  30,000  inhabitants,  with  its  harbor  litCTally 
crowded  with  vessels  representing  nearly  every  commercial  nation  on  the 

n*  '«.  Without,  at  this  time,  the  agricultural  or  manufacturing  ability  to 
or  clothe  her  population,  California  may,  nevertheless,  be  regarded 
as  having  at  her  command  every  species  of  product  that  enters  into  the 
commerce  of  the  world,  by  reason  of  being  possessed  of  an  inexhaustible 
supply  of  that  precious  commodity  which  constitutes  the  common  repre- 
sentative and  standard  of  value,  and  cannot  fail  to  attract  to  her  ports  ao 
important  portion  of  the  commerce  of  the  world.  Besides,  the  rajwd  in- 
crease of  population  and  trade,  and  the  rich  clevelo}Hnent  of  mineral 
resources  referred  to,  demonstrate  the  ability  of  California  to  maintain  a 
large  and  profitable  exchange  for  whatever  products  commerce  may  bring 
to  her  shores.  This  peculiarity  of  condition  must,  it  is  thought,  ere 
long,  make  California  an  entrepot  of  commerce,  and  a  point  where  mer- 
chandise will  be  collected  to  be  exported  thence  to  the  numerous  markets 
springing  into  importance  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  South  America,  and 
those  of  Asia,  Australia,  and  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  and  Indian  oceans. 

Looking,  therefore,  at  the  advantages  of  position,  resources,  and  the 
progress  California  has  already  made,  there  is  every  reason  for  a  confident 
expectation  that  she  is  destined  to  become,  at  no  distant  day,  the  centre 
of  a  wide-spread  and  profitable  commerce,  yielding  a  very  lai^  revenue 
to  the  public  treasury;  and  it  may  not,  I  trust,  be  deemed  over  sanguine 
to  expect  a  revenue  from  customs  from  that  region  equal  to  any  of  the 
larger  ports  of  the  Union,  with  the  exception  of  New  York. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servant, 

GILBERT  RODMAN. 

Hon.  TaoMAd  Corwin, 

StCrettuy  of  the  Treasury. 
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A. 

Headquarters  Tenth  Military  Department, 

Monterey,  California,  November  18,  1849. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  department 
orders  No  59,  transferring  to  the  Treasury  Department  so  much  of  the 
government  reseivations  at  San  Francisco  as  may  be  required  for  custom- 
house purposes.  Captain  Keyes,  third  artillery,  the  commanding  officer 
at  San  Francisco,  has  been  instructed  to  call  upon  you,  whenever  you 
think  proper  to  make  the  selection.  In  consequence  of  the  disposition 
manifested  at  San  Francisco  to  encroach  upon  these  reservations,  it  is  de- 
sirable  that  the  selection  should  be  made  at  your  earliest  convenience,  in 
order  that  so  much  of  the  reservation  as  is  not  immediately  required  for 
public  purposes  may  be  leased  out.  Captain  Keyes  has  a  copy  of  the 
map  of  these  reservations,  as  originally  selected.  I  will  send  you,  as  soon 
88  they  can  be  copied,  all  the  papers  affecting  the  titles  to  these  lands. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
Brevet  Bfig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A,,  commanding  the  department. 
Colonel  J.  Collier, 

Collector  of  the  District  of  California. 


Special  orders  No  59. 

Headquarters  Tenth  Military  Department, 

Monterey,  Calif omia,  November  J  6,  1849. 

So  much  of  the  government  reservations  at  Sto  Francisco  as  may  be 
required  for  custom-house  purposes  is  hereby  transferred  to  the  Treasury 
Department — tlie  selection  for  this  purpose  to  be  made  by  the  collector 
for  the  district  of  California,  in  conjunction  with  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco.  When  made,  the  latter  will  cause  the 
lot  so  selected  to  be  surveyed  and  (the  boundaries  to  be)  distinctly  marked 
out.  This  transfer  will  b^  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  the  commander  of  the  Pacific  division. 

By  order  of  General  Riley: 

EDWARD  R.  S.  CANBY, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


B. 

This  indenture,  made  the  twenty- seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine,  by  and  between 
Captain  E.  D.  Keyes,  United  States  army,  commanding  at  San  Francis- 
co, Upper  California,  and  Theodore  Shillaber,  of  the  same  place,  wit- 
nesseth:  That  the  said  E.  D.  Keyes,  as  agent  of  the  United  States,  by 
and  with  the  authority  of  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Bennet  Riley,  United 
States  army,  commanding  the  10th  Military  Department,  doth  hereby  lease, 
demise,  and  let  to  the  said  Theodore  Shillaber,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all 
the  lots,  parcels,  and  blocks  of  ground  in  the  town  of  San  Francisco^ 
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Upper  California,  which  have  hitherto  been  set  apart^  indicated,  or  known 
as  "government  reserve/'  and  which  are  embraced,  1st,  by  MontgomeiT 
street  on  the  west,  Jackson  street  on  the  north,  Washington  street  on  tbe 
south,  and  the  Hmits  of  the  town  or  deep  water  on  the  east;  and  2d,  by 
what  is  commonly  known  and  indicated  on  the  map  of  said  town  as 
*^Rincon  Point" — the  second  piece  or  parcel  of  ground  embracing  aU 
that  has  heretofore  been  set  apart  as  government  reserve  on  **  Rincon 
Point"  and  its  immediate  neighborhood: 

To  hold  fot  the  term  of  ten  years  from  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  No- 
vember, A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  nine,  subject  to  the 
following  conditions  and  exceptions,  to  wit: 

1.  The  said  lessee  yielding  and  paying  to  the  ofiBcer  of  the  quarter* 
master's  department  on  duty  at.  San  Francisco,  or  to  such  other  person 
as  may  be  duly  appointed  to  receiv^e  it,  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  the  suni  of  two  thousand  dollars  for  each  and  every  year. 

2.  To  acquire  for  and  surrender  to  the  United  States,  at  the  expiraticm 
of  this  lease,  all  titles  and  claims  belonging  to  or  held  by  other  persons 
and  all  persons  in  and  to  the  whole  or  any  part  of  said  premises. 

3.  To  pay  all  taxes  and  assessments  which  may  be  laid  on  the  premise, 
or  any  portion  or  portions  of  them,  after  they  shall  come  into  the  pos- 
session of  said  lessee,  by  the  proper  authorities. 

4.  After  the  expiration  of  five  years  from  the  said  twenty- seventh  day 
of  November,  to  surrender  to  the  United  States  such  portion  or  portions  of 
the  premises  as  may  be  required  for  the  actual  uses  of  the  government, 
and  which  may  be  called  for  by  the  proper  authorities:  it  being  under- 
stood, that  in  case  claim  should  extend  to  portions  of  the  premises  upon 
which  large  amounts  of  money  shall  have  been  expended  in  permanent 
improvements,  the  said  lessee  shall  be  allowed  a  fair  compensation  for  such 
improvements,  to  be  determined  by  three  disinterested  men,  impartially  se- 
lected, according  to  usual  forms;  if  no  such  claims  are  made  for  the  pur- 
poses specified  in  this  article,  the  said  lessee  to  have  quiet  and  peaceable 
possession  for  the  whole  ten  years  aforesaid. 

5.  In  case  the  United  States  shall  claim  and  appropriate  any  portion  or 
portions  of  the  premises,  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  this  lease, 
then,  in  such  case,  the  said  lessee  shall  be  allowed  not  less  than  ninety 
days  to  remove  the  buildings  thereupon,  or  the  United  States  government 
may,  at  its  option,  purchase  the  same,  upon  the  valuation  of  three  men, 
selected  as  aforesaid;  and  the  same  conditions  respecting  the  removal  or 
purchase  of  the  buildings  shall  hold  at  the  termination  of  this  lease. 

6.  The  said  Shillaber  agrees  honestljr  and  faithfully  to  defend  and  pro- 
tect the  interests  and  rights  of  the  Unued  States  in  and  to  all  and  every 
part  of  the  lands  embraced  in  this  indenture;  but  if  it  shall  be  decided  by 
the  proper  tribunals  that  any  other  person  or  persons'  papers  are  valia 
and  bona  fide  titles  to  any  portion  or  portions  of  them,  ana  if  such  per- 
son or  persons  shall  now  have  or  shall  obtain  legal  possession  thereof, 
then  in  such  case  the  portion  or  portions  so  claimed  and  obtained  shall 
be  considered  as  not  embraced  in  this  indenture  of  lease — thb  inden- 
ture holding  good,  with  all  its  conditions  and  exceptions,  to  all  other 
parts  and  portions  of  the  premises  herein  described. 

7.  In  default  of  the  payment  by  the  said  lessee,  within  the  year  for 
which  it  i§  due,  of  the  two  thousand  dollars  aforesaid,  this  lease  to  become 
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null  and  void,  and  the  said  lessee  to  surrender  the  premises  to  the  United 
States. 

8.  At  the  expiration  of  the  ten  years  aforesaid,  the  said  Shillaber  agrees 
to  surrender  the  whole  premises  peaceably  to  the  United  States — it  being 
understood  that,  should  the  lessee  be  required  to  surrender  any  portion  or 
portions  of  them  before  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  a  fair  correspondent 
dinninnlion  of  the  rental  of  $2,000  is,  to  be  allowed  him. 

9.  The  said  Shillaber  agrees  nbt  to  allow  any  person  whatsoever  to 
participate  in  the  uses  or  profits  of  the  premises  herein  described  who 
docs  not  fully  and  without  reservation  or  predisposition  of  his  claims 
subscribe  to  all  the  conditions  of  this  lease. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  to  this  indenture  hafve  hereunto 
set  their  hands  and  seals,  and  the  day-and  year  first  above  written. 

THEO.  SHILLABER.     [l.  s.] 
E.  D.  KEYES,  [l.  s.] 

Capt.  3d  Art^j/f  commanding  at  San  Francisco 
Executed  in  presence  of— 
Robert  R.  Pierpont, 
Thos.  G.  Peachy. 


Additional  Articles. 

It  is  understood  that  at  the  termination  of  this  lease  the  said  Shillaber 
is  not  to  claim,  nor  are  those  holding  under  him  to  claim,  any  compensa- 
tion for  any  excavations  or  eaibankments  made  upon  such  portion  of  the 
premises  as  he  may  hold  during  the  whole  ten  years. 

THEO.  SHILLABER.     [l.  s.l 
E.  D.  KEYES,      .  [L.  S.J 

Copt.  3d  Art^y,  commanding  at  San  Francisco. 
Witnesses: 

Robert  R.  Pierpont, 
Tuos.  G.  Peachy. 


Territory  op  Calipoekia,  ") 
District  of  San  Francisco  ^    j"  **' 

Before  me,  first  alcalde  of  said  district,  personally  appeared  the  within- 
named  E.  D.  Keyes  and  Theodore  Shillaberj  who  acknowledged  the 
within  instrument  to  be  their  voluntary  act  and  deed,  for  the  purposes 
therein  mentioned. 
Given  under  tny  hand,  this  29th  November,  A.  D.  1849. 

JiNO.  W.  GEARY,  First  Alcalde. 
Approved: 

B.  RILEY, 
Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.^  commanding  the  department. 
Headquarters  Military  Department*, 

San  Jose,  California,  December  20, 1849. 
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Recorded  in  the.  office  of  the  alcalde,  in  book  "K,"  in  pages  10, 11, 
and  12,  December  28,  A.  D.  1849,  at  U  o'clock  p.  m. 

ARD.  REYNOLDS,  Jiecordinff  Clerk. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  lease,  as 
recorded  in  this  office,  in  San  Francisco,  this  28th  day  of  December. 
A.  D.  1849. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY,  [l.  s.] 

First  Alcalde  y  and  Judge  of  First  Instance  y 

District  of  San  Francisco. 


This  indenture,  made  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine,  by  and  be- 
tween Captain  E.  D.  Keyes,  United  States  army,  commanding  at  San 
Francisco,  Upper  Cahfornia,  and  John  B.  Steenberger,  of  the  same  place, 
witnesseth:  That  the  said  E.  D.  Keyes,  on  the  part  and  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  doth  hereby  lease,  demise,  and  let  unto  the  said  John  B. 
Steenberger  all  those  lots,  parcels,  and  blocks  of  ground  (in  the  said  town 
of  San  Francisco,  known  and  indicated  on  the  map  of  said, town  as  '« gov- 
ernment reserve")  which  are  embraced  between  Broad  street  on  tlie  north, 
Pacific  street  on  the  south,  Sansom  street  on  the  west,  and  on  the  east  by 
the  hmits  of  the  town  on  the  side  of  the  water:  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
same,  to  him,  the  said  John  B.  Steenberger,  his  executors,  administrators, 
and  assigns,  to  his  and  their  use,  for  and  during  the  full  term  of  ten  years 
from  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  on  the  terms  and  conditions,  that  the  said 
John  B.  Steenberjger  shall  pay  therefor  the  yearly  rent  of  three  thou^nd 
dollars  during  said  term,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided.  And  the 
said  Captain  E.  D.  Keyes,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  cove- 
nants with  the  said  John  B.  Steenberger,  his  executors,  administrators, 
and  assigns,  that  he  and  they  may  and  ^hall  occupy  these  hereby-leased 
premises  during  the  term  aforesaid  peaceably  and  quietly,  and  free  from 
all  claim  or  demand  from  the  United  States.  And  the  s€ud  John  B.  Steen* 
berger,  for  himself,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  doth  cove- 
nant with  the  said  lessor  that  he,  the  said  lessee,  will  pay  to  the  said  les- 
sor, yearly,  the  sum  of  three  thoi^sand  dollars,  to  the  said  E.  D.  Keyes, 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States,  or  to  his  successor  in  office, 
or  other  person  duly  authorized  to  receive  it.  And  the  said  John  B.  Steen- 
berger agrees  to  acquire  for  and  surrender  to  the  United  States,  at  the  ex* 
piration  of  his  lease,  all  titles  and  claims  belonging  to  or  held  by  other 
persons  in  and  to  tlie  whole  or  any  part  of  said  premises;  to  pay  all  taxes 
and  assessments  which  may  be  laid  upon  the  premises  by  the  proper  an* 
thorities;  to  surrender  to  the  United  States,  whenever  called  on  so  to  do, 
one  lot  or  parcel  of  ground  embraced  in  this  indenture  two  hundred  and 
fourteen  feet  long  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  broad — said  lot  to  be 
located  on  Broad  street,  and  to  commence  sixty  feet  east  from  Battery 
street,  having  its  greatest  length  on  Broad  street;  said  lessee  being  allowed 
not  less  than  sixty  days  to  remove  his  buildings  from  said  lot,  whenever 
it  shall  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  United  States.  The  said  Steenber- 
ger agrees  honestly  and  faithfully  to  defend  and  protect  the  rights  and  in* 
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terests  of  the  United  States  in  and  to  all  and  every  part  of  the  lands  em- 
braced in  this  lease.  But  if  it  shall  be  decided  by  the  proper  tribunals 
that  any  other  person  or  persons  possess  a  valid  ana  bona  Jide  title  to  any 
portion  or  portions  of  them,  and  if  such  person  or  persons  shall  now  have 
or  shall  obtain  legal  possession  thereof,  tnen  and  in  such  case  the  portion 
or  portions  of  land  so  claimed  and  obtained  shall  be  considered  as  not 
included  in  this  indenture  or  lease — this  indenture  holding  good,  with  its 
conditions,  to  all  other  portions  and  parts  of  the  premises  herein  described. 
In  default  of  the  payment  of  the  three  thousand  dollars  aforesaid  within 
the  year  for  which  it  shall  become  due,  this  lease  to  become  null  and  void, 
and  the  said  lessee  shall  sdrrender  to  the  United  States  the  land  as  herein 
described  and  leased.  At  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  the  premises  to  be 
surrendered  peacefully  to  the  United  States — the  said  lessee  reserving  to 
himself  the  right,  at  the  expiration  of  the  ten  years,  to  remove  all  his 
buildings;  but  he  is  to  make  no  claim  against  the  United  States  for  exca- 
vations or  embankments  which  he  or  his  successors  may  have  made  or 
put  upon  the  premises.  The  said  Steenberger  agrees  not  to  allow  any 
person  whatsoever  to  participate  in  the  uses  or  profits  of  these  premises 
who  does  not  fully  and  without  reservation  or  predisposition  of  his  claims 
subscribe  to  all  the  conditions  and  exceptions  of  this  lease. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and 
seals,  on  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

E.  D.  KEYES,  [l.  s] 

Captain  3d  artillery ,  commanding  ai 

San  FVanciscOy  Upper  Calif omia. 
JOHN  B.  STEENBERGER.  [l.  ».] 

Witness:  T.  Butler  King. 


Terrttort'op  California, 
District  of  San  Francisco,  November  29,  1849. 
Personally  appeared  the  above-named  E.  D.  Keyes  and  John  B.  Steen- 
berger, and  the  persons  who  signed  the  foregoing  instrument,  and  indi- 
vidually acknowledged  the  same  to  be  their  fi-ee  act  and  deed. 
Before  me, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY,  Hrst  Alcalde. 

I  certify  that  I  have  compared  the  above  with  the  original,  and  find  it 
to  be  a  true  copy. 

H.  G.  J.  GIBSON, 
LieuienatU  United  States  Army. 


D. 

Unitrd  States  mail  steamer  '^CALtPoRNiA," 

At  seoy  Jutjf  16,  I860. 

My  DfiAtt  Sir  J  The  subject  of  light-houses,  fogbells  and  the  other 

requisites  by  which  the  navigation  of  this  imperfectly  surveyed  coast  of 

the  North  Pacific  may  be  simplified,  has  become,  within  the  past  year,  of 

such  Importance  to  so  large  a  number  of  our  feUow-coun^men  as  to 
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render  it  imperative  upon  the  government  to  do  all  in  its  power,  and  as 
speedily  as  possible,  towards  their  establishment.  It  is,  therefiire,  with  very 
great  pleasure  that  I  comply  with  your  request  for  my  opinion  respccliug 
their  location. 

Conmiencing  at  the  southern  boundary  of  our  territory: 

1st.  At  Point  Loma,  the  northern  extremity  of  the  entrance  to  the  har- 
bor of  San  Diego,  there  should  be  a  revolving  light  and  fog-bell  of  large 
sixe;  and  on  the  low  sand-point  forming  the  northern  side  of  the  narroBT 
entrance  there  should  be  a  colored  beacon-light. 

In  the  course  of  time  there  will  probably  be  a  light-house  and  fog-bell 
established  oij  the  Coronados  islands,  which  lie  to  the  southward  of  San 
Diego^  and  are  very  conspicuous  landmarks  to  that  harbor;  but  at  present 
I  presume  Congress  would  not  be  disposed  to  incur  the  expense. 

2d.  At  Point  Vicente,  or  Vermine,  the  western  extreme  of  the  landuear 
Port  San  Pedro,  (the  seaport  of  Los  Angeles,)  within  the  Santa  Baitan 
canal,  there  should  be  a  permanent  light  and  a  fog  bell  of  large  ^ize. 

3d.  At  Point  Conception,  at  the  northern  extreme  of  the  entrance  to  the 
Santa  Barbara  canal,  should  be  a  revolving  light  and  a  fog-bell  of  large 
size.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  points  on  the  coast,  where  fogs 
and  bad  weather  prevail — so  much  so  as  to  have  obtained  for  it  the  sou- 
brifiuQt  of  ^'Little  Cape  Horn."  A  light  on  the  western  point  of  the  inland 
at  the  southwestern  extreme  of  the  canal,  or  on  the  ledge  of  rocks  (lx)bos 
rocks)  off  it,  which  are  said  to  be  so  dangerous  to  vessels  getting  too  iarto 
the  southward,  when  bound  into  the  canal,  would  be  desirable.  The  pre- 
vailing currents  along  this  coast  are  to  the  southward,  but  are  uncertain  in 
their  lorce. 

4th.  At  Point  Lobos,  the  westernmost  land  to  the  southward  of  Monteiey 
bay,  is  a  very  desirable  point  for  a  hght-heuse,  as  a  leading  mark  up  the 
coast;  but 

At  Point  Pinas,  the  southwestern  extreme  of  Monterey  bay,  there  should 
be  a  light  and  a  fog  bell. 

At  Point  Avia  Nueva,  the  northwestern  extreme  of  Monterey  bay,  a 
light  and  fog  bell  would  add  to  the  safety  of  navigating  this  ibggy  coast, 
and  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  standing  over  for  the  Parraleones, 
from  wlience  to  direct  the  course  for  the  entrance  of  San  Francisco,  espe- 
cially for  coasting  vessels  from  the  southward. 

5th.  The  Farraleones  islands,  about  thirty  miles  westward  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, is  probably  the  most  important  point  whereon  a  light,  fog- bell,  itc, 
should  be  placed  upon  the  most  extensive  scale.  It  is  the  landmark  for 
all  vessels  except  those  bound  along  up  the  coast  from  the  southward. 
And  it  is  there  that  the  pilots  for  that  port  (San  Francisco)  contemplate  to 
establish  their  headquarters. 

At  Point  Boneta,  the  northwestern  point  of  the  entrance  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, there  should  be  a  light-house  and  fog-bell;  and  at  the  Presidio  Point, 
where  the  old  fi>rt  stands,  there  should  be  a  colored  beacon-light,  as  also, 
a  beacon-light  on  Alcatrapes  island,  as  leading-in  marks. 

To  the  southward  of  our  boundary,  along  the  Mexican  coast,  it  is  ex- 
ceediTigly  important  to  our  commercial  interest  that  lights  should  be 
established  at  the  San  Benite  islands,  (off  Cerras  island^,)  at  Cape  St.  La- 
cas,  at  Mazatlan,  at  Isabel  island,  (off  San  Bias,)  at  the  island  of  Cerva* 
tica,  (off  Cape  CorrienteS;)  and  at  Acapulco;  and  for  vessels  bound  id 
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and  from  Panama^  the  island  of  duicaro,  (off  Quibo  island,)  Point  Maio^ 
and  the  bastion  at  Panama,  are  very  desirable  points  for  light-houses. 

As  the  construction  of  stone  houses  would  require  more  delay  than 
should  be  allowed,  I  would  suggest  that  those  of  iron  be  sent  out  from  the 
United  iStates,  and  temporarily  put  up,  so  that  the  lanthorns  could  be,  if  ne- 
cessary, transferred  at  a  future  period  to  more  durable  edifices. 

A  knowledge  of  the  directimi  and  strength  of  the  currents  existingalong 

.the  roast  is  also  very  desirable.     I  would  therefore  suggest  that,  in  case  it 

should  be  found  impracticable  to  employ  the  vessels  of  the  coast  survey 

on  other  duty  at  present,  some  attention  be  given  to  this  subject,  when  a 

small  force  could  do  such  service. 

Truly,  your  friend, 

THOS.  A.  BUDD. 

To  G.  Rodman,  Esq, fpreseni. 

P.  S.  I  do  not  consider  myself  sufficiently  well  acquainted  with  the 
coa&t  to  the  north  of  San  J^rancisco  to  give  an  opinion  regarding  it. 


E. 

San  Francisco,  June  19,  1850. 
Dear  Sir:  As  I  have  sent  you  a  sketch  of  the  coast  and  rivers  be- 
tween latitude  3b°  and  42°  and  longitude  21°  and  24°,  I  have  concluded 
lo  send  some  remarks  respecting  the  topograpliy,  as  well  as  notes  on  the 
character  of  the  soil,  timber,  and  points  likely  to  become  of  commercial 
importance;  and,  as  you  desire  to  obtain  information  connectied  with  the 
Tieasury  Department,  1  will  lake  the  liberty  of  suggesting  where,  in  my 
opinion,  light-houses,  beacons,  and  buoys  will  be  useful. 

In  a  western  direction  from  the  entrance  of  the  bay  of  San  Pranclsca, 
at  about  twenty- four  miles  distant,  are  the  rocky  islets  called  the  "  Farra- 
leoHtis."  These  islands  are  generally  bold,  and  may  be  approaclied  in 
daylight  without  danger.  I  ]passed  between  them  when  in  command  of 
the  barque  ^*  Hope,'*  and  could  not  get  bottom  with  thirty  fathoms  of 
line;  but  a  light  is  much  needed  on  the  southern  extremity  of  this  group. 
At  the  distance  of  eighteen  miles,  in  nearly  a  due  north  course^  is  a  high 
xidge  of  land  running  out  from  the  main  line  of  coast  at  nearly  a  right 
angle,  which,  with  the  Farraleones,  is  almost  an  unmistakeable  mark  for 
this  port.  There  is  a  dangerous  reef  of  rocks  which  puts  off  about  two 
miles  from  a  high  sand  bluff  about  halfway  between  the  north  cape  of 
the  enirance  to  this  bay  and  Point  de  Rces,  (the  name  of  the  high  ridge 
referred  to  above.)  Several  vessels  have  toucfied  upon  it;  and  a  schooner 
under  my  command  was  seriously  injured  by  striking  upon  it,  while 
beating  up  the  coast.  A  conspicuous  beacon  is  much  needed  at  this 
point,  as- the  rocks  composing  the  reef  are  mostly  of  pinnacle  form,  and 
show  no  breaker  at  high  tide,  unless  the  sea  is  heavy.  There  is  good 
anchorage  between  the  reef  and  the  mainland  in  from  four  to  eight 
fetiioms,  and  smooth  riding  with  the  regular  wind,  which  blows  from  the 
northward  and  westward,  and  often  very  heavy  during  the  months  of 
June,  July,  August,  and  September.  From  November  till  May  the  north- 
west wind  is  light,  or  generally  so,  and  does  not  '/blow  home*'  to  the 
land;  but  strong  gales  are  then  frequent  from  southeast. 

The  land  from  this  point  to  Bodega  is  generally  high  and  of  sterile  ap- 
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pearance,  without  trees,  except  in  the  valleys;  but,  between  Point  de  Hek 
and  Bodega,  the  land  gradually  declines  to  the  sea,  and  again  rises  ab- 
ruptly as  you  go  to  the  north,  continuing  with  but  little  change  in  its  j^ 
pearance  until  you  pass  "  Pinnacle  Rock,"  when  the  trees  begin  lo  show 
themselves,  and  the  land  again  declines  towards  the  sea,  but  continues 
high,  with  irregular  outlines,  the  timber  becoming  more  abundant  and 
the  hills  more  verdant.  Although  there  is  but  little  beach,  and  the  shore 
precipitous,  yet  th«  soundings  are  generally  regular,  and  the  lead  will 
give  due  notice  when  approaching  the  land.  The  coast  is  lined  with 
rocks,  but  none,  except  near  the  shore,  until  you  reach  Cape  Mendocina, 
where  an  islet  lays  off,  about  a  mile  from  the  beach,  and  some  dangerous 
rocks,  which  are  almost  covered  at  *<  full  sea,"  about  two  and  a  half 
miles  outside  of  it,  leaving  a  clear  channel  between  them.  After  passing 
the  cape  to  the  northward,  at  about  ten  miles  distant,  the  land  falls  off, 
and  a  valley  opens,  of  some  fifteen  miles  in  width,  with  sand  beach  and 
meadow  land  near  the  coast.  A  fine  river  here  empties  into  the  ocean, 
and,  as  I  am  informed,  is  navigable  for  vessels  drawing  eight  feet  for 
forty  miles  from  the  sea.  The  valley  through  which  it  nasses  has  been 
described  to  me  as  being  exceedingly  beautiful,  and  peculiarly  adapted  to 
agriculture,  with  timber  and  open  laud  in  almost  just  such  proportions  as 
the  farmer  would  wish  to  have  it,  and  streams  on  nearly  every  quarter 
section.  The  latitude  of  entrance  to  the  river  is  40°  iff;  but  thebreakeis 
on  its  bar  are  so  formidable  that  steamers  only  could  pass  in  and  out  with- 
out great  danger  of  being  thrown  on  the  shoals.  At  about  four  miles 
north  of  this,  the  land  rises  suddenly  to  a  ridge  of  moderate  height, 
which  is  about  a  mile  in  width,  when  the  land  again  falls  to  a  ^nd 
beach  and  low  land,  which  continues  to  latitude  40°  48*,  and  is  there 
terminated  by  the  enUrance  to  "  Humboldt  Harbor,^'  or  bay.  This  sheet 
of  water  is  eighteen  miles  long  and  from  one  to  four  wide,  with  an  en- 
trance of  about  one-foiuth  of  a  mile  in  width,  and  four  fathoms 
on  the  bar  at  low  water,  through  which  the  tide  sets  at  the  rate 
of  three  and  three  and  a  half  knots.  Thia  bay  has  capacity  to  shel- 
ter securely  three  hundred  sail  of  §hips.  The  land  on  the  shore  of 
the  bay  is  highly  fertile^  and  rises  gmdually  to  the  mountains.  The 
timber  is  of  gigantic  growth,  and  sufficient  open  land  for  agricul- 
tural purposes.  The  woods  abound  with  elk  and  deer,  and  the  waters 
with  fish  and  fowl.  The  streams  are  numerous,  clear,  and  rapid,  hot 
none  sufficiently  large  for  commercial  pjarposes,  except  rafiing  timber. 
The  gold  diggings  on  Ringe  river  and  the  Hameth,  (the  miners^  Trinity 
river,;  are  within  forty  miles  of  Humboldt,  and  the  distance  has  been 
travelled  on  foot  in  one  and  a  half  days. 

From  this  point  to  Trinity  bay  the  land  rises  gradually,  but  retains  its 
fertile  character,  with  thick  woods  and  open  land,  and  a  fine  sand  beacb, 
with  streams  of  sufficient  fall  and  power  for  milling  purposes.  The  bay 
or  anchorage  at  Trinity  is  a  little  cove,  with  good  holding  ground,  but  no 
shelter,  except  firom  the  northwest  wind.  There  is  also  a  road  from  this 
point  to  the  mines. 

After  passing  Trinity  bay,  the  coast  again  becomes  rocky,  with  a  nar* 
row  beach  and  bluff  banks  close  to  the  sea,  except  in  the  immediate  vh- 
cinity  of  the  streams  and  rivers.  At  twelve  miles  north  of  Trinity  there 
is  a  large  rock  rising  out  of  the  sea,  at  four  miles  from  the  shore,  with  de^ 
water  sdl  around  it.  The  land  has  the  same  appearance  of  fertility,  and 
the  soil  is  deep  and  rich  at  every  point  where  1  examined;  but  the  coast 
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^comes  more  precipitous  as  you  go  north  until  in  latitude  41°  34',  where 

fi  sand  beach  intervenes  at  the  mouth  of  "  Ringe"  river,  which  1  passed 

jiiito,  and  was  the  first  to  show  the  glorious  "stripes  and 'stars"  within 

pits  bar.     From  this  river  to  "  Point  St.  George"  the  land  is  high,  and  no 

^timber  near  the  coast;  but,  about  three  miles  south  of  this  rocky  cove, 

Jt  again  declines,  and  is  rich  in  timber  and  herbage.     The  rocks  extend 

off  from  this  point  about  four  miles,  and  the  land  continues  low  and  well 

^timbered  for  some  distance  to  the  north;  but,  as  I  did  not  examine  the 

coast  further  than  latitude  41°  42',  1  cannot  write  anything  respecting  it. 

1 1  can  say,  however,  that  I  consider  the  navigation  safe  and  easy.    The 

;  currents  are  strong  near  the  shore,  and  seemed  to  set  with  increased  mo- 

'  tion  to  the  south  for  two  days  after  the  change  of  the  moon^  and  north 

at  and  near  its  full. 

The  mean  rise  and  fall  of  tide  at  Cape  St.  George  is  about  9  feet,  and 
'  at  Ringe  river  the  same.    High  water  in  fiiU,  and  change  at  1p.m.;  and 
at  Humboldt,  at  16  minutes  past  noon;  mean  rise  and  fall  at  the  latter 
-  place,  8  feet. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  width  of  the  strip  of  land  suitable  for  agricul« 
^   ture  which  runs  along  the  coast  is  more  than  twelve  or  fifteen  miles,  ex- 
cept in  the  valley  of  Humboldt  and  Eel  river. 

At  present  it  does  not  occur  to  me  that  lights  are  needed  at  any  other 
points  than  those  already  mentioned;  nor  do  I  see  the  least  necessity  for 
more  ports  of  entry  than  now  exist.  An  officer  may  be  needed  at  Hum- 
bdldt  or  Trinity  in  six  months  or  a  year  hence;  but  none  but  coasting 
craft  will  go  there  for  some  time  to  come,  and  any  illicit  trade  would  be  at 
once  reported  by  the  persons  residing  there. 

I  am,  dear  sir^  very  sincerely,  yours, 

D.  O TTINGER,  U.  S.  R.  M. 
G.  Rodman,  Esq., 

U.  S.  TrecLsury  Department. 

Ex,— 2 
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